
ART. XVI – Abbey Street Dissenting Meeting Carlisle c.1773-c.1810
BY IAN MOONIE

THE Carlisle Journal for the 11 August 1810 reported, as having died “On
Tuesday last, aged 66 years, the Rev George Thomson, A. Ma. Native of
Gallowayshire, in North Britain, and for 37 Years the much loved pastor of

the Protestant meeting house in Abbey Street . . .”.
This paper will attempt to establish the origins of this meeting, to identify the

location of the meeting house within Abbey Street, consider some of the people who
worshipped in it, review the life and work of the Revd George Thomson, and
examine what happened to the congregation on his death.

With regard to the source material available for pursuing this goal, the surviving
records of the meeting are limited to a Baptismal Register covering the period 1786-
18101 and some loose sheets in a Baptismal Register for the Fisher Street
Presbyterian Church covering baptisms for the period 1778-1786.2 Fortunately,
however, certain other contemporary records, which throw some light on the
meeting house and its minister, still exist. Although the Abbey Street Meeting,
which was one of five in Carlisle at the time (Fig. 1), has never previously been the
subject of individual consideration, further brief information on its history is to be
found in a number of sources. These sources include newspaper articles and
directory entries on the history of the Fisher Street Presbyterian Church. 

Origins

The following reference under the heading “Carlisle-Congl Board”3 sets the scene:

1775 4 Sep Petition shows secession from the present congn “owing to the profligate & immoral
conduct of him who was our late teacher”, and choice of Revd Mr Thomson for whom they raise
£20, besides paying rent of M.H. Accompanied by a non-political confession and letter signed by
William Boyd of Mairtown hall4 & Ebnr Stott Minigaff Manse,5 saying that at [?] of Congn
Presbytery of Wigtown had ordd him.

This reference establishes the latest date on which the secession took place, the
reason why it took place, and the name of the minister, but it does not provide the
name or venue where the secession took place or the location of the new meeting
house. It is known, however, that “The confession of Mr George Thomson of
Carlisle Cumberland was read and approved . . .” at a meeting of the
Congregational Fund Board on the 4 December 1775 and that he was granted 
£5 0s. 0d.6

The wording of the petition implies that the secession had already taken place by
4 September 1775, because by then a minister had already been selected and a
meeting house secured. So when could this have been? If the death notice is correct
and Revd Thomson was minister for 37 years then it would have been by 1773. The
baptismal registers offer tentative support for this date. The earliest entries are on
the individual sheets which, unlike those in the bound register, are numbered only
intermittently. By counting back from the earliest numbered entry, which is 91, the
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earliest surviving entry of 17 May 1778 works out as number 72. Whilst any attempt
to arrive at a realistic estimate of the annual number of baptisms prior to May 1778
must be speculative, the use of the average of 14 for the years 1779-1782 inclusive
would place the first baptism in late 1773 or early 1774. Further support for this
earlier date is found in the minutes of the provincial Synod of Galloway held on the
27 October 1772.7 At this meeting George Thomson was not only “received on trials
as a probationer for Holy Ministry” but described as having “an immediate prospect
of Encouragement as a preacher of the gospels . . .”. If this “immediate prospect of
Encouragement” is to be interpreted as a potential appointment, then Carlisle would
fit in well. Bearing in mind the speculative nature of the above information the best
inference that can be drawn is that George Thomson arrived in Carlisle sometime
between October 1772 and September 1775, but probably earlier rather than later in
that period, and that the secession took place about the same time.

There is universal agreement among those who have written on the subject that
the secession was from the Presbyterian meeting in Fisher Street. Although there is
no contemporary corroboration of this view it can confidently be treated as reliable
because the Fisher Street Meeting was almost certainly the only suitable candidate
in Carlisle at that time. Reasons given include “Under the ministry of Robert Mylne,
M.A. the [Fisher Street] congregation developed Arianism . . .”.8 And “. . . a
considerable part of Mr Milnes hearers differing with him as to sentiment . . .”.9

Both of these reasons are compatible with those given in the petition of the 5
September 1775.

At a meeting on the 28 January 1778 the Associate Presbytery of Edinburgh dealt
with a petition “from a number of persons in Carlisle representing their mournful
circumstances for want of the gospel and begging the presbytery would grant them
supply”. This and subsequent minutes confirm that supply was provided and that
among the preachers was a Revd Alexander Waugh.10 A separate source confirms
that he contributed to the cost of a new chapel in Annetwell Street and was
instrumental in selling it to Lady Glenorchy in 1781.11

From this information some writers have concluded that these “persons” were 
the original seceders from Fisher Street and that they moved to Abbey 
Street following the purchase of the Annetwell Street chapel by Lady Glenorchy.12

This conclusion is flawed not least because the seceders already had their own
meeting house and minister by 1775, but also because the minister, George
Thomson, had been accepted as a probationer in the Established Church of
Scotland and had been sponsored by two ministers of that Church. If these
“persons” were associated with the Associate (Burgher) Church it is inconceivable
that they would have been marching in step with a minister of the Established
Church of Scotland.13

Having resolved this issue it is by no means certain that the Abbey Street Meeting
House was the original place of worship. The earliest document, which provides
evidence of its use, is the bound Baptismal Register in which the first entry is 17
January 1786. It is known that “The [Carlisle Methodist] Society . . . managed to
rent a barn in Abbey Street in 1769 . . . but progressed to a chapel in Fisher Street
in 1785”.14 Unfortunately the location of this barn is not known, otherwise it would
be tempting to conclude that the dissenters moved into this building in 1785/6 on
the departure of the Methodists. One other early reference to a meeting house in
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Abbey Street is in a notebook concerning the building of a house there between
1774-177615 in which the following entry appears:

1777
Jany 23, To Meeting House Oak Wood 6-6-0.

So the seceders had moved into Abbey Street by 1786 and could well have been
there as early as 1773. Jollie, who as a member must have attended the meeting
house on numerous occasions, implies that they had worshipped there from the
start. He also gives the only glimpse of its interior when writing in 181116 that “. . . a
considerable part of Mr Milnes hearers . . . entered into an agreement with the Revd
George Thomson who ministered to his congregation in a very incommodious
chapel in Abbey Street”.

The Abbey Street Property

Fortunately information about the property itself survives in “A series of documents
and deeds regarding a specific property in Abbey Street and West Walls”.17 The
following extracts from these documents, which cover the period from 1806 to
1947, establish both the location of the property and an approximate date for the
closure of the meeting house:

Indenture 13 June 1806 – . . . doth bargain and sell unto the said Robert Latimer . . . All those
three and several freehold messuages or Dwelling Houses together with a Dissenting Chapel or
Meeting House for religious worship and a yard and a garden behind the same all situate standing
lying and being in a certain street called Abbey Street . . . and in the respective occupation of the
said Christopher Story, James Painter, Lancelot Beck, and the Reverend Mr Thompson . . . 

Indenture 24 March 1810 – . . . Whereas the said Robert Latimer now stands seized of . . . And
demise unto the said John Norman . . . all those several Messuages, Tenements or Dwelling
Houses, Weaving Shops, Meeting House, garden, yard and hereditaments situate lying, standing
and being in Abbey Street in the City of Carlisle in the County of Cumberland, and now in the
occupation of William Hunter, Mrs Losh, George Thompson, John Mullinder and Arthur Rennie
and others as tenants or farmers of thereof respectively . . . 

Indenture 16 January 1812 – . . . those three several Freehold Messuages or Dwelling Houses
Together with Dissenters Chapel or Meeting House for Religious Worship, yard behind the same
Garden Stable Shed or Coach House and Weaving Shops thereto belonging all situate standing
lying and being in a certain street called Abbey Street . . . now or late in the several occupations of
the Reverend Mr Kane, Mrs Lock, Mr Briden, Joseph Horsley, Arthur Rennie and others . . . 

Indenture 2 January 1819 – . . . All those several Freehold Messuages or Dwelling houses together
with the Dissenters Chapel or Meeting House for religious worship, which said Chapel or Meeting
House is now converted into dwelling houses. Yard behind the same Garden Stable Shed or
Coach House and Weaving Shop thereunto . . . 

Indenture 18 May 1822 – . . . All those three several Freehold Messuages or Dwelling houses
together with the building behind the same formerly a Dissenters Chapel or Meeting House for
Religious Worship and now converted into Dwelling Houses . . . situate . . . in a certain street
called Abbey Street in the City of Carlisle . . . bounded by the said street called Abbey Street on
towards the East by the city walls on or towards the West by the Dwelling House and property
belonging to Mr Graham of Anns Hill on or towards the North . . . which said premises are now in
the several occupations of James Bough . . . 

These documents confirm the existence of a “Dissenters Chapel or Meeting House”
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in Abbey Street. The indentures of 1806 and 1810 also identify “Reverend Mr
Thompson” and “George Thompson” respectively as one of the occupiers of the
property. Even though the spelling is different, and his name is regularly misspelled,
the presence of a Reverend George Thompson and a meeting house within the same
property leaves little doubt that this was the Abbey Street Dissenting Meeting
House. It is known that George Thomson had previously lived in Catcoats and that
his house was advertised for sale in October 1805 as lately in his occupation.18 The
meeting-house was still in place in 1812 but some time between then and 1819 it
was demolished and replaced by dwellings. The reference to James Bough19 in the
1822 indenture and comparison of the position of Mr Graham’s property, as given
in the same indenture, with that on Woods map of 1821 establishes the exact
location of the property which incorporated the meeting house (Fig. 2).
Furthermore, from the reference in the 1822 indenture to the former chapel being
behind the dwelling houses in Abbey Street the position of the chapel within it can
be identified with some accuracy. Several of the features referred to in the extracts
from the 1812 and 1819 indentures quoted above are still evident in a plan of 
the property, which is incorporated into an indenture dated 14 September 1887
(Fig. 3).

The Congregation

The baptismal register is the only surviving source of information on the people who
worshipped at the meeting house. It is however fairly comprehensive in that it gives
the maiden name of most mothers from 1789 onwards and it gives the occupation of
the father in over 90% of entries and the address and parish in a similar percentage
of entries. One local celebrity who features in the register is Francis Jollie the printer,
stationer and proprietor of the Carlisle Journal, which was first issued in 1798. He
married a Miss [Mary] Moore in February 178620 and they had seven children
baptised between 1787 and 1796. Other names which feature include: James
Campbell, Lieutenant Colonel Inspecting Field Officer Cumberland and
Westmorland, whose wife Margaret is given as sister to Sir John Campbell of
Ardmurchan, residing at Airds, Argyll; Samuel Coleman, brazier, who in 1781 was
the proprietor of a property in Scotch Street in which Mr Jollie was a fellow
occupant21 (This Samuel Coleman is probably a descendant of the Samuel Coleman
who was one of the signatories to the petition in 1736 seeking a licence for the new
Fisher Street church.22); Alexander Moor(e) of Moorhouse, at different times
described as Tobacco Manufacturer or “Tabacconist”; George Robinson,
Mercer/Draper, who was one of the advertised contacts when George Thomson’s
house in Catcoats was advertised for sale, and George Thomson himself who had
eight children baptised between 1778 and 1789.

There are 508 surviving baptismal entries representing an average of 16 entries a
year. The highest number in any year being 28 in 1791 and the lowest 5 in 1805.
There is a significant variation in the number of baptisms year by year but nothing
to establish a clear trend. Out of these 508 the total number of different fathers and
single mothers, of which there are few, is 289. Of the individual fathers who had
children baptised the occupations of 277 are given. Of these at least 104 worked in
the textile industry.
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FIG. 3. Plan of the Abbey Street property taken from an indenture dated 14 September 1887.
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The following is a list of the most common occupations:
Weavers (including three stocking and three muslin weavers) 70
Labourers 32
Shoemakers 17
Soldiers (including two officers) 17
Farmers (6), husbandmen (7), cowkeeper and dealer in cattle (l each) 15
Calico printers (9), dyers (4) and glaziers (1) 14
Cotton spinners (10) and glazier (1) 11
Joiner/wheelwright/cartwright 10
Other textile workers 9
Tailor 9
Bricklayers (4), masons (2), pavior (1) 7
Gardener 5
Hatter 5
Mail-coach driver/guard 4
Smith (2), blacksmith and tinsmith (1 each) 4
Chaise driver 3
Mariner, sawyer, brazier, baker, tanner, printer, teacher and clerk; each 2
Other occupations featuring only once 29

Assuming that those who had children baptised represent a cross section of
worshippers, these statistics show that the great majority of worshippers were either
tradesman or unskilled workers. It is reflective of the employment available at that
time that so many worked in the textile industry.

Looking at where the people lived – of the 281 entries for which the parish of
residence is given, 150 were living in the local parish, St Mary’s; 92 in St Cuthbert’s;
37 in various parishes within a ten mile range of Carlisle, including 11 from Stanwix
and 10 from Dalston; and 2 from outside the county.

Some comparison of the relative strengths of the three dissenting meeting houses
in Carlisle can be found in the baptismal returns for 178823 when “in the last year at
the Revd Mr Thompson’s Meeting House, in Carlisle, there were 22 baptisms, – At
the Revd Mr Miln’s [Fisher Street] 18 baptisms, – At the Revd Mr Hill’s [Annetwell
Street] 7”. On the other hand the paucity of baptisms in these three meeting houses
compared with the parish churches is evident in the following returns for 1796:24

Annual Bill for the City of Carlisle, in the year 1796 viz

BAPTISMS
MALES FEMALES

St Mary’s 78 74
St Cuthbert’s 49 54
Abbey Street Meeting House 7 10
Annetwell Street ditto 4 3
Fisher Street ditto 9 7

These statistics demonstrate that in each of these two years the number of baptisms
at Abbey Street were marginally higher than those in Fisher Street, the chapel from
which the secession had taken place, and substantially higher than at Annetwell
Street. Whilst these figures cannot be taken as representative, actual comparison
with the equivalent Fisher Street register would be unsafe. This is primarily because
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“a register book was stolen prior to this [c.1790], only a part of the names are luckily
saved”25 and secondly because baptisms have been entered in a very haphazard
manner.

The Revd George Thomson

Little is known about the life of George Thomson prior to his arrival in Carlisle. The
only known facts are in the notice of his death in which he is described as a “native
of Gallowayshire”, in the minutes of the provincial Synod of Galloway of the 27
October 1772 in which “– The Presbytery of Wigtown report that Mr George
Thomson Student in Divinity has study’d Theology for the space of six years
compleat”;26 and in the petition, which refers to the Presbytery of Wigtown and gives
the home location of his sponsors. As both of these people were ministers of parishes
within two miles from Newton Stewart27 it is probable that Thomson was also a
native of that locality.

It is known from the minutes of the Congregational Fund Board, referred to
earlier, that he was already in Carlisle in 1775 but the first local record is of his
marriage on the 5 August 1777 to Susannah Robinson, both of St Mary’s Carlisle.28

A snapshot of the family can be gleaned from the baptismal registers, the
newspapers and the bishops transcripts for St Mary’s church. The registers record
the baptisms of six children to George and Susannah; Margaret baptised on the 16
July 1778; John born 5 October 1779; twins Sarah and Hannah born 6 February
1781; Elizabeth born 7 January 1783; and George Alexander baptised 28 November
1784 but described as dead.29 He must be the “. . . Thompson George son of Revd
Mr George of Catcoats 5 mnths’ who was buried on the 28 April 1785.30 Susannah
died later in the same year at the early age of thirty-one, she was buried on the 15
November.31 On the 29 January 1788 he remarried taking as his second wife Barbara
Rome.32 The registers record the birth of two children, a second George Alexander
baptised on the 10 October 1788 and James born on the 12 November 1789.
Tragedy struck again in 1795 with the death “At Carlisle, on Sunday evening, the 23
ult. [August] Mrs Thompson, aged 25, (wife of the Revd George Thompson)
leaving an afflicted husband and seven children”.33 The burial registers give her age
as 26.34 Whether she was twenty-five or twenty-six she would still have been a
teenager at the time of her marriage whilst, if his age at death is correct, he would
have been forty-four. He suffered further loss in the following year with the death of
his daughter Elizabeth who was buried on the 10 August.35 George Thomson
married for a third time at St Cuthbert’s on 27 November 1802, “Frances
Summervelle, widow”.36 Mrs Somerville was the widow of Martin Somerville.37 She
was almost certainly a member of the Abbey Street Meeting as the Somervilles had a
number of children baptised there. In November 1810, soon after Thomson’s own
death, his eldest son, who was a printer, died in London after a short illness.38

At the time of the burial of his son George in 1785 he was described as living in
Catcoats [in Caldewgate]. He continued to live there until 1805 when the sale of the
property “lately in the occupation of the Revd George Thomson” was advertised.
His residence in Caldewgate from 1784 through to 1805 can be traced in the
surviving land tax assessments which show him as both the owner and occupier of
property there during that period.39 The few remaining years of his life were spent
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close to his meeting house. The surviving land tax assessments prior to 1784 make
no reference to a George Thomson living in Caldewgate; it must be presumed
therefore that he lived elsewhere prior to this date.

Mainly through the local newspapers it has been possible to build up a hazy
picture of George Thomson’s life and work in Carlisle. One writer described him as
an “Evangelical pastor”.40 On at least one occasion he is reported as having preached
to the convicts in the prison.41 On another “. . . the Union Lodge (No 216) of Free
and accepted masons, holding under the grand lodge of Scotland . . . went to the
meeting house of Mr Thompson, who preached an excellent sermon prepared for
the occasion . . .”.42 In November 1788, the centenary of the Revolution, he was
preaching a sermon “. . . on the Revolution and the general benefits confirmed by
that glorious event”.43 He returned to this theme again in January 1793 when he and
Revd George Bennet, minister of the Annetwell Street meeting house, put their
signatures to an advertisement, unanimously agreed to “At a meeting of Protestant
Dissenters, in Carlisle holden the 8th inst. At the chapel in Annetwell Street” in
declaring “our firm attachment to the BRITISH CONSTITUTION . . . founded
upon the Principles established at the Revolution in 1688. . .”.44 Like many ministers
of his time he supplemented his income by teaching, his subject being French, and
in 1802 he was advertising “. . . that he purports to instruct young Ladies and
Gentlemen in the Language, either in his own house, in Catcoats, or at theirs 
. . .”.45 George Thomson was perhaps best known locally in his time for his Spirit of
General History. Jollie, who had printed the work, was advertising in February 1792
among books for sale “. . . A New Edition (corrected) of THOMSON’S SPIRIT OF
GENERAL HISTORY, from the 8th to the 18th century, in one large Octavo
volume”. He enthusiastically added “N.B. The first edition of this popular work was
all sold off in Three Months from the time it was published . . .”.46 As well as his
Spirit of General History he also published a number of sermons.47

Some writers have erroneously concluded that George Thomson left Carlisle
towards the end of the century and was succeeded by a Revd James Kyle.48 One of
these writers, R. S. Robson, even gives the year of his departure “as about 1798”
and goes on to provide biographical details of a completely different George
Thomson in support of this conclusion.49 This error seems once again to have arisen
from an entry in the minutes of the Associate Presbytery of Edinburgh, this time of
the 14 November 1797.50 These minutes record that a letter was read “from Mr
Hector Cameron inclosing a Petition from a society in Carlisle. Read also the
Petition itself . . . praying to be taken under inspection of this Presby and to have
sermon granted to them . . .”. From this these writers have assumed that the
“society” was the Abbey Street Meeting. This is a logical assumption for those who
had previously equated Abbey Street with the Associate (Burgher) Church. Whilst
this minute does not identify the “society” involved, the following words from a
minute of the 6 September 179851 “. . . and to take care that they be not erected into
a Congn if their be no probability of their being able to support a gospel ministry”,
establish that it could not have been referring to the Abbey Street meeting because it
already had a thriving congregation in 1798. Nor could it have been referring to the
Annetwell Street or Fisher Street meetings which were both active under their own
respective ministers. Revd James Kyle did preach to this society. The first recorded
occasion being in October 1798.52 They must have been suitably impressed because
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they requested that he be appointed to preach to them for 12 months, a request
which for some reason was not granted by the Presbytery.53 Kyle nevertheless
continued to preach to them on occasions but some disagreement seems to have
arisen. The consequence of this was that he left the Associate Synod and was
appointed successor to Revd Miln at the English Presbyterian church in Fisher
Street following Miln’s death in May l800.54 In his mistaken belief that Kyle
succeeded Thomson at Abbey Street, Robson speculatively puts forward the name
of Revd George Bennet as his successor.55 This could not have been the case because
Bennett was minister at Annetwell Street at that time. With regard to George
Thomson, the evidence in support of his continuing ministry at Abbey Street as
demonstrated in this paper is overwhelming.

George Thomson died on the 7 August 1810 and was buried on the 10 August,
the burial entry reading “The Revd George Thompson, dissenting Minr Caldew
Brow without the English gate aged 66 yrs”.56 The extended death notice gives little
historical information. However something of his character and personality can be
ascertained from the following extract:

. . . His Spirit of General History, published in 1791 . . . It will not detract from the merit of his work
when it is stated, the greatest part of it was written upon the “bed of languishment and disease”,
when the author was afflicted with an excruciating disorder . . . Mr Thomson must be esteemed a
rational and practical Christian; his sermons were not distinguished for eloquence; but his
secondary consideration was amply made up by his sincere desire to do good . . . – The private life
of Mr Thomson was strictly in unison with his public opinions: he was pious without ostentation;
and it derogates not from his charity, that his opportunities of doing good were not always equal to
his benevolent intentions. His circumstances were indeed narrowed . . . It has been suggested, and
it is not without reason we believe it, that had the subject of this imperfect memoir been more
pliable as to his principles, his declining days might have been gilded with comparative prosperity;
he however, met with a fate too common in these degenerate times, when merit and independency
of mind, without powerful interest or pliant subserviency, is alas often suffered to go unrewarded.57

The gist of this seems to be that Thomson was a man of principle, although the
writer of this obituary may be alluding to a specific situation or event. Another writer
paints a darker picture of Thomson’s personality in using the following words:

His Spirit of General History, and his reply to Archdeacon Paley, on the Contentment of the Poor,
clearly evinces the exercises of an enlightened and liberal mind; and it would have been a pleasure
to have borne a testimony equally creditable to the possession of personal and official piety . . .58

The last entry in the Baptismal Register is dated 21 July 1810, little over two
weeks before George Thomson’s death. So what became of the meeting and the
meeting house after his death? Some, including those who have consistently held to
the view that he was an Associate (Burgher) minister, maintain that the congregation
reunited with the Fisher Street Church, which had been received into the Associate
(Burgher) Presbytery of Selkirk in November 1809. One other factor which supports
the claim for a return to Fisher Street is the presence of the Abbey Street Baptismal
Register with the Fisher Street records at the time they were deposited in the County
Record Office, Carlisle.59 Another writer reports that “his [Revd Thomson’s] few
remaining adherents were distributed among other congregations . . .”.60 This could
well have been the case because an insignificant number of families who had
children baptised at Abbey Street before 1810 had children baptised in Fisher Street
after 1810. Furthermore where comparisons can be made there is evidence from the
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Abbey Street Annetwell Street, and Fisher Street baptismal registers61 of movement
of members between the three meeting houses on an ongoing basis. With reference
to the words “few remaining adherents” used in the above quotation, the Baptismal
Registers do not show any falling away in activity. Compared with an average of 16
over the period of the registers, there were 15 baptisms in 1808, 16 in 1809 and 12
in the period up to the last baptism on the 21 July 1810. This begs the question that
if the congregation was as buoyant as these figures suggest, why did it apparently
cease to exist so soon after the death of its minister? In the absence of evidence it is
impossible to reach any firm conclusions about what happened.

There is one final twist to the story, which raises a number of additional
questions. Jollie, in his directory and guide of 1811, in describing a walk round
Carlisle, includes the following words: “. . . leaving the Irish-gate directly to the right
is Abbey-street (where is the Zion chapel in the Baptist connection)”.62 Could Jollie
have got it wrong? Could the Abbey Street Meeting House have been Baptist
Chapel? This is a remote possibility. Could there have been two chapels in Abbey
Street? Or did the Baptists take over the meeting house after the Presbyterians left?
Whilst there is no evidence in support of any of these possibilities the most likely is
that the Baptists took it over. What is known is that it was vacant, i.e. without a
minister, in 1810.63 The Revd Kane was certainly one of the tenants of the property
of which the meeting house was part in 181264 and the meeting house had been
converted into dwellings by 1819.65 Further research may reveal more of what
happened to the meeting house between the death of George Thomson and its
conversion into dwellings but that must be left for another time.
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Notes and References
1 CRO(C), DFCP 3/2.
2 CRO(C), DFCP 3/1. Although these loose sheets do not contain any reference to Abbey Street they are

taken to be Abbey Street records, This is because they refer on a number of occasions to the Revd
George Thomson both as minister and parent and because the last entry in these sheets is identical to
the first entry in the bound Baptismal Register.

3 This transcript is from a hand written note in an envelope marked “Fisher Street Carlisle” in the United
Reformed Church History Society archive at Westminster College, Cambridge. It is one of four entries
under a heading “Carlisle Cong Board” and is probably in the hand of John Black, first general
secretary of the Presbyterian Church of England, which came into existence in 1876. He also wrote a
manuscript history on Presbyterianism. There is no record of this entry in the microfilm of the Minutes
of the Congregational Fund Board at Dr Williams’s Library, London, but the minute of the 4
December 1775 (see note 6 here), seems in terms of both timing and content to represent a response to
the petition. Dr Wykes, the Director of Dr Williams’s Library has confirmed that the first three entries,
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which cover a much earlier period, are related to the Congregational Fund Board but that the entry
dated 4 Sep 1775 is not. I am grateful to Dr Wykes for this information. Although it has not been
possible to trace the source of the entry of the 4 September it has been treated as authentic because of
its compatibility with the minute of the 4 December 1775.

4 Hew Scott D.D., Fasti Ecclesiae Scoticanae (Edinburgh, 1917), ii, 374; William Boyd of Myrtonhall was
minister of Penninghame from 1760.

5 I am grateful to Mrs Margaret Thompson of the United Reformed Church History Society for
deciphering Ebeneezer Scott’s name and providing me with biographical details.

6 Microfilm of the minutes of the Congregational Fund Board at Dr Williams’s Library. George
Thomson was granted an additional £5 at the Fund Board Meeting of the 8 February 1776.

7 National Archive of Scotland, [hereafter N.A.S.], CH2.165.4. Minutes of the Provincial Synod of
Galloway 1747-1784. Regrettably the minutes of the Presbytery of Wigtown for this period, which may
well have given more information of George Thomson’s early career, do not appear to have survived.

8 B. Nightingale, The Ejected of 1662 in Cumberland and Westmorland (Manchester, 1911), ii, 1278.
9 Jollie, Cumberland Guide and Directory 1811 (reprinted Whitehaven, 1995), 27.

10 N.A.S. CH3.111.10.3. for the period 28 January 1777. 107; through to 3 May 1781, 207. There is
potential relevance in the fact that the 3 May 1781 entry, which is the last entry referring to the Carlisle
church at this time, is only weeks before the purchase of the chapel by Lady Glenorchy.

11 W. McKelvie. Annals and Statistics of the United Presbyterian Church (Edinburgh, 1873). Quoting a letter
from “the late Dr Burder of London to Dr [Alexander] Waugh’s biographers”.

12 There was a Secession from the Church of Scotland in 1733 on the issue of patronage and in 1747 this
group split into Burghers and Anti-Burghers on the issue of taking the Burgher oaths.

13 Carlisle Journal, 31 May 1912: article entitled “1662 and some of its Survivals. The Fisher Street and
Warwick Road Churches” by R. S. Robson. Robson may have been influenced by earlier sources,
including McKelvie, op. cit. McKelvie commented that “after the chapel in Annetwell Street passed
into the hands of Lady Glenorchy, the persons previously connected with it met in another place hired
for the purpose and continued to be supplied with sermon by Secession [Associate] preachers”. He has
not however specified the other “place”.

14 John Burgess, A History of Cumbrian Methodism (Kendal, 1980), 12.
15 CRO(C), D/KEN 2/2/8. I am grateful to Denis Perriam for giving me sight of correspondence between

himself and Bruce Jones from which I obtained this reference.
16 Jollie, op. cit., 27. Other sources which refer only to Abbey Street as the place of

worship include The London Christian Instructor or Congregational Magazine (1822), 215; Carlisle Journal,
7 October 1865; and CRO(C), DFCP 3/33 Session Minute Book Fisher Street Presbyterian Church, a
brief history of the Presbyterian Church Carlisle, dated 12 July 1870.

17 CRO(C), DX 1571/3.
18 Carlisle Journal, 19 October 1805.
19 James Bough was the father of Sam Bough the artist, who was born on these premises. Although his

birthplace was replaced by new buildings in 1896 a commemorative tablet recording his birth and the
site of his birthplace still exists on the front wall of the present day property.

20 Cumberland Pacquet, 8 March 1786.
21 CRO(C), QRP/1. Land Tax Assessments, Scotch Street, Carlisle. 1781.
22 CRO(C), CQ/11, 1736 Midsummer Petitions 21.
23 Cumberland Pacquet, 7 January 1789.
24 Cumberland Pacquet, 10 January 1797.
25 CRO(C), DFCP 3/1. Register of baptisms in the Presbyterian Meeting at Fisher Street 1742-1858.
26 N.A.S. CH2.165.4.
27 Ordnance Survey Landranger Series, sheet 83, Newton Stewart and Kirkudbright; grid reference

383640. This Merton Hall which is close to William Boyd’s church at Penninghame has been taken as
the same place as the “Mairtown hall” in the petition and the Myrtonhall in Scott, op. cit. Minigaff is on
the opposite bank of the river Cree from Newton Stewart.

28 CRO(C), DRC/6/29/l 1777. Marriage No 221. The witnesses were George and Mary Robinson. He is
almost certainly the George Robinson referred to in the narrative and possibly the brother of Susannah.

29 Normally only the date of baptism is given in the registers, however in the case of the Revd Thomson
the dates of birth of a number of his children are given. Where the date of  birth is given it has been
used in preference to the date of baptism.
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30 CRO(C), DRC/6/29/l 1785.
31 Ibid.
32 CRO(C), DRC/6/29/1 1788. Marriage No 14. Frs Jollie was one of the witnesses.
33 Cumberland Pacquet 1 September 1795.
34 CRO(C), DRC/6/29/2 1795-1799. She is described as the wife of the Revd Thomas Thompson of

Catcoats, but there is no doubt that this is the Revd George Thomson.
35 Ibid.
36 CRO(C), DRC/6/28/2. 1801-1805 marriage No. 111.
37 Carlisle Journal, 4 December 1802.
38 Carlisle Journal, 10 November 1810.
39 CRO(C), QRP/1, Land Tax Assessments, Caldewgate, Carlisle, 1784, 1785, 1789-1792 inclusive,

1794, and 1805.
40 Cutting from unidentified newspaper, 7 October 1865.
41 Cumberland Pacquet, 13 August 1788.
42 Cumberland Pacquet, 1 January 1793
43 Cumberland Pacquet, 5 November 1788.
44 Cumberland Pacquet, 15 January 1793.
45 Carlisle Journal, 14 August 1802.
46 Cumberland Pacquet, 21 October 1789. There is a copy of this book in the Jackson Collection, Cumbria

Library, Carlisle. It is referred to in Hutchinson, ii, 666; and Jollie op. cit., 27 and 55. Thomson was
also one of the subscribers to Hutchinson.

47 Revd George Thomson, A Sermon, preached The 25th day of February 1795, being the day appointed for A
General Fast, at the Dissenting Chapel, Abbey Street, Carlisle (Jollie). There is a copy of this sermon in the
Jackson Collection, Cumbria Library, Carlisle. 

48 CRO(C), DFCP 3/33 Session Minute Book Fisher Presbyterian Church, a brief history of the
Presbyterian Church, Carlisle, dated 12 July 1870; and Margot McConnell, “Presbyterianism in
Cumberland” – unpublished thesis Trent Park College, London, 1964, 53.

49 Carlisle Journal, 31 May 1912. Article by R. S. Robson, op. cit.
50 N.A.S. CH3.111.7., 359.
51 United Reformed Church History Society Library. Transcript of the English church entries from the

minutes of the Associate Synod, 135.
52 N.A.S. CH3.280.1., 3.
53 Ibid., 4.
54 CRO(C), DFCP 3/1.
55 Carlisle Journal, 31 May 1912. Article by R. S. Robson, op. cit. Robson’s errors are perpetuated in a list

of the ministers of the Fisher Street and Abbey Street churches, now in St George’s church, Warwick
Road, Carlisle. This list gives the ministers of Abbey Street as – 1778 George Thomson, 1798 James
Kyle, translated to Fisher Street, and 1800 George Bennet, resigned. It was almost certainly compiled
by Robson as evidenced by the following words in a letter of 4 May 1912 from Mrs Falconer, the wife
of the then minister at Fisher Street, to him “. . . and I am much looking forward to a complete list of
our ministers from 1662. 1 want to have it printed and hung in the sessions vestry”. She acknowledged
receipt of the list in her letter of 6 May. These letters are in a notebook/scrapbook headed “Fisher
Street”, probably compiled by Robson, currently in the possession of Bob Kerr the last Church
Secretary of the Fisher Street Church. 

56 CRO(C), DRC/6/29/2 1810-1812.
57 Carlisle Journal, 11 August 1810.
58 London Christian Instructor, op. cit., 215.
59 Deposited 4 August 1987.
60 London Christian Instructor, op. cit., 215.
61 CRO(C), DFCP3/1; DFCP3/2; Microfilm, MF/NP/1
62 Jollie, op. cit., 83.
63 A. Henderson, A Picture of Carlisle and Directory (Carlisle, 1810).
64 CRO(C), DX 1571/3.
65 Ibid.
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