
ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECTS IN CUMBRIA 2004

THE following projects do not represent all projects undertaken in the county
during the year but only those for which the County either received a written
report or were notified by the Lake District National Park Authority. The list

was compiled by Jo Mackintosh, County HER Officer. Information on projects in
the Lake District National Park was supplied by Eleanor Kingston, Lake District
National Park Authority.

A595 Parton to Lillyhall Improvement
NY 01606 24766 to NX 98761 21086
Peter Schofield, Oxford Archaeology North

Assessment of the archaeological resource within the vicinity of the proposed road
scheme to divert the A595 between Parton and Lillyhall. A desk-based assessment,
walkover survey and watching brief during the excavation of 73 geotechnical pits and
five trial trenches along the route were undertaken. The latter did not provide any
conclusive evidence for any archaeological activity prior to the post-medieval period,
after which land improvement took place evidenced as ceramic and stone filled field
drains. Scatters of post-medieval pottery within the topsoil and subsoil suggest
manuring practices within the locality of the farms, and evidence in one test pit
suggested a feature associated with the draining of mines but further evaluation
would be required to confirm this. The lack of archaeological evidence seen is more
likely to be indicative of the small nature of investigation and further work is to be
undertaken to evaluate the route.
Report No. 4/04/1262
Archive: CRO(W)

Abbeytown: Abbey Farm
NY 1764 5086 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Archaeological evaluation in advance of a proposed residential development at
Abbey Farm. The site lies on land occupied by modern agricultural buildings, within
close proximity of the remains of the mid-12th century Holme Cultram Abbey. The
west end of the nave of the Abbey Church now serves as the parish church of St
Mary. The evaluation revealed shallow pits and linear gullies, a tree bole, and a
sheep burial, all associated with agricultural practices in the 19th and 20th centuries.
Report No. 2/04/1295
Archive: CRO(C)

Allonby: Mealo Hill Farm
NY 087 417 
Jan Walker, Jan Walker Archaeological Consultant

Watching brief conducted during the excavation of four shallow ponds on land at

tcwaas_003_2005_vol5_0018



256 ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECTS IN CUMBRIA 2004

tcwaas_003_2005_vol5_0018



ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECTS IN CUMBRIA 2004 257

Mealo Hill farm. No archaeological features were observed during the groundworks.
Report No. 2/04/1219
Archive: CRO(C)

Alston Moor: Hardedge Water Supplies Proposed Pipeline
NY 7246 4584 to NY 7998 4325
Daniel Elsworth, Oxford Archaeology North

A walkover survey was conducted within a 200 m corridor of a new utility pipeline
across Alston Moor. 44 new sites were identified and added to the county SMR,
relating to mining and agricultural activities, and structures such as bridges
associated with the road network. A watching brief was carried out during
groundworks within two of the Scheduled areas. No significant archaeological
features or artefacts were found because of earlier disturbance.
Report No. 3/04/1209
Archive: Penrith Museum

Appleby-in-Westmorland: Fire Engine House and No 1 Chapel Street.
NY 6816 2055 
Philip Cracknell, Philip Cracknell Historic Building Survey and Archaeological Illustration

Historic building survey conducted prior to the demolition of existing buildings in
advance of the construction of a new Primary Care Centre. The survey revealed the
old Fire Engine House was built in the early-20th century and, while it was not a
listed building, it was of some architectural and local interest. The house at 1
Chapel Street was listed, Grade II. The original two-bay house was probably built
during the late-18th century, then subsequently altered and extended. Both
buildings were disused but in a good state of repair, nevertheless they were
demolished in October 2004.
Report No. 3/04/1300
Archive: CRO(K)

Asby: Little Asby Scar and Sunbiggin Common, Eden
NY 680 090 
Peter Schofield, Oxford Archaeology North

An extensive survey of a 5.5 km square area of higher limestone farmland and
unimproved common land at heights of between 250 m and 330 m OD, situated to
the south of Little Asby village. 194 previously known and unknown sites were
recorded, comprising the remains of Late Mesolithic to post-medieval activity in the
form of earthworks, built-structures and findspots. Eight sites were tentatively dated
to the medieval period, including evidence for at least six farmsteads and their
associated stock enclosures and field systems. The largest number of datable
features, however, belonged to the post-medieval period and mostly related to stock
management, quarrying/processing and the division of land using permanent
boundaries. The survey identified the remarkable survival of remains from an
extensively used landscape, and additional detailed recording of some of the features
identified has been recommended.
Report No. 3/04/1223
Archive: CRO(K)
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Aspatria: New Cowper Quarry
NY 116 458 
Elizabeth Jones, Headland Archaeology Ltd

Evaluation of land in 2003 at New Cowper Quarry following earlier investigations to
the south in 2000 which only revealed post-medieval land drainage improvements.
This evaluation revealed numerous negative cut features of possible later-prehistoric
date, largely concentrated in the south-western part of the study area, representing a
probable settlement or farmstead within an agricultural landscape. Features
included a possible trackway, two phases of ditches, a small rectilinear-, possibly
open-sided-enclosure, a row of small pits, a fence-line and numerous isolated small
pits and postholes. All the features exposed were heavily plough truncated and most
contained a single fill. The only finds recovered were a possible worked flint,
fragments of a rubbing stone and two very small abraded sherds of possible late-
prehistoric pottery.
Report No. 2/03/1123
Archive: Tullie House Museum

Aspatria: New Cowper Quarry, Northern Extension
NY 11584 45989 
Kelly Clapperton, Headland Archaeology Ltd

Archaeological evaluation of land at New Cowper Quarry following earlier
investigations immediately to the south in 2000 and 2003 (see above). 31 trenches
were excavated; the majority of which contained only modern or late-19th century
furrows and field drains. In the southern part of the area investigated, however,
several ditches, small pits, including one containing a large quantity of late-
prehistoric pottery and charcoal, and a posthole, were identified. These features
probably represent the northern extent of the Late Bronze Age/Iron Age farmstead
or small settlement identified in 2003.
Report No. 2/04/1328
Archive: CRO(C)

Barrow-in-Furness: Sandscale National Nature Reserve
SD 19507 75693 
Helen Evans and Dave Coward, The National Trust and The University of Sheffield

An excavation was undertaken in September 2003 at the northern end of Sandscale
National Nature Reserve, on a shingle ridge suffering from significant wind and foot
erosion. Over 200 Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age lithics, including a small
polished axe, had been collected from the surface during the previous year. An area
measuring 20 m by 4 m was excavated, revealing eleven postholes typically
surrounded by rough boulder settings and containing a fill of sand, small pebbles,
and charcoal flecks. These were interpreted as the remains of a sub-circular or 
D-shaped structure measuring approximately 2 m x 3 m. A broadly linear alignment
of cobbles, partly exposed by the erosion and from where the polished axe had been
previously found, defined the external and shoreward extent of this structure. A
number of shallow pits, thought contemporary with the structure, were also
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identified. From two of these pits a polished flint tool and a damaged thumbnail
scraper were recovered. This is the first structure identified on the Furness
peninsular of this date, interpreted as significant evidence of probable transitory
coastal occupation during the Neolithic/Bronze Age transition.
Report No. 6/04/1210
Archive: The National Trust

Barrow-in-Furness: Walney Island MoD Depot, Mill Lane, Walney
SD 1796 6926 
Simon Roper, Ironbridge Archaeology

An archaeological assessment conducted as part of a feasibility study to ascertain the
development potential of the site. The site, Camp 6, was one of a number of depots
built along Mill Lane, forming part of the infrastructure supporting a World War II
military airfield at the northern end of Walney Island. Following the end of the war a
number of vacant military buildings in the area were occupied by squatters, until a
series of planned new housing estates had been built. The ruinous remains of some
of these military buildings are still evident. Prior to the MoD camp, the site appears
to have been used for agricultural purposes. Further archaeological investigation of
the site has been proposed.
Report No. 6/04/1320
Archive: CRO(B)

Beckermet: Tarn Bank, Braystones
NY 0057 0615 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Evaluation of land adjacent to Tarn Bank, Braystones, prior to the construction of
three residential properties. The site is situated on sloping ground close to the West
Cumbrian coast within an area renowned for its surviving evidence of prehistoric
occupation, particularly of Mesolithic date, which is found in clusters along the
coastal plain. A total of six linear trial trenches and six test pits were excavated. No
archaeological features or deposits were observed, although 13 pieces of worked flint
were recovered. These were principally cores and debitage flakes of Later Mesolithic
date.
Report No. 4/04/1270
Archive: CRO(B)

Blencarn: Blencarn village, Penrith
NY 6370 3130 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Watching brief conducted during the excavation of 26 trenches across the village of
Blencarn during the upgrading of services by United Utilities. The village is a classic
medieval village, with a small green and hall at one end, with surviving traces of strip
fields in the vicinity. No structural remains earlier than the 19th century were
identified during the groundworks however, although a number of medieval pottery
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fragments and a Neolithic flint scraper were recovered. The post-medieval features
found included foundations for a stone wall to the north-east of Pennine View house
to the east of the village, and two stone capped culverts, one located on the edge of
The Green and the other to the south of Blencarn Hall.
Report No. 3/04/1288
Archive: Penrith Museum

Boltongate: Wellrash Farm Barn
NY 2441 4164 
Jan Walker, Jan Walker Archaeological Consultant

Historic building survey of a Grade II Listed barn prior to its conversion for
residential use. The barn dates to the late-17th century and is now in a dilapidated
state. It was originally a one bay threshing barn built at the same time as an
adjoining farmhouse. In the 18th century two further bays were added. The enlarged
barn was used as a cow house with space for stabling, and a hayloft was created
which ran the full length of the building. The extension was built of poor quality
stone, however, and tie braces were needed to stabilise collapse. Further attention is
now required.
Report No. 2/04/1314
Archive: CRO(W)

Bowness Common: Hadrian’s Wall Milefortlet 3, and Turrets 3a and 3b
NY 185 605 
Karl Taylor, Oxford Archaeology North

Three non-intrusive geophysical surveys using magnetometry were undertaken by
Oxford Archaeology North at the scheduled sites of Milefortlet 3, and Turrets 3a
and 3b on Hadrian’s Wall near Bowness-on-Solway, to assist future conservation
strategies. The surveys were centred on the approximate location of the sites as
instructed by English Heritage. 

The survey did not locate evidence of Turret 3a. This may have been because of
the geophysical method employed as, if the turret was built of a non-magnetic
material, such as sandstone, magnetometry would be unlikely to locate such a
structure. Magnetic disturbance within the known location of Turret 3b was
detected however. No associated features were observed during the survey to “link”
these two turrets, although a ditch was seen to extend into an adjoining field and
further evidence may exist beyond the survey boundary to the south.

The survey area around Milefortlet 3 contained many features which may have
been associated with it, including a possible bank and ditch arrangement which may
have formed part of its defences, and high levels of magnetic activity along the
northern edge of the survey boundary. An extended programme of magnetometry
survey has therefore been proposed to the north of the milefortlet to investigate these
anomalies further, and a resistivity survey to aid interpretation of the evidence
revealed so far.
Report No. 2/04/1265
Archive: CRO(C)

tcwaas_003_2005_vol5_0018



ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECTS IN CUMBRIA 2004 261

Bowness on Solway: Pear Tree Farm
NY 2225 6272 
Jan Walker, Jan Walker Archaeological Consultant

Evaluation excavation in advance of the construction of a swimming pool at Pear
Tree Farm which lies on the northern edge of the former Roman fort of Maia. The
footings of a demolished byre were identified in one trench. No dating evidence was
found.
Report No. 2/04/1201
Archive: CRO(C)

Brampton to Boothby HV Underground Cable
NY 5350 6121 to NY 5516 6288
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Archaeological watching brief maintained in two areas of high archaeological
potential along the route of a new electric cable. At the southern end, the works lay
close to Brampton Castle, a Scheduled Monument. At the northern end, the works
ran along the supposed line of the Stanegate Roman road between Boothby
Cottages and the Old Sawmill. No archaeological features or deposits were found in
any of the excavations, nor was the line of the Roman road observed.
Report No. 1/04/1325
Archive: CRO(C)

Brampton: Cumcatch Farm
NY 5477 6117 
Peter Ryder, Peter F. Ryder Historic Buildings Consultant

Historic building survey conducted prior to the proposed conversion of farm
buildings, most recently used for dairy farming, and comprising of byres, stables,
barns, a separate bull pen, and a farm labourer’s cottage with outside toilet. The
survey found the buildings belong to a multi-phased planned farmstead arranged
around a central courtyard, dating from the later-18th into the mid-20th centuries.
Incorporated into the north range are the now fragmentary remains of a late-16th
century bastle which belonged to the Dacre family. The bastle was altered in the
19th century and used as a byre. This building is a listed building, Grade II, as is the
farmhouse.
Report No. 1/04/1311
Archive: CRO(C)

Brampton: Denton Mill Farm, Scarrow Hill
NY 5718 6225 
Fiona Wooler, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Survey of a disused agricultural range at Denton Mill Farm in 2004, prior to its
conversion for residential use. The range comprises of a barn and cart shed to the
east, with a room above accessed by an internal wooden staircase, and a cattle byre
and washroom to the west. Cartographic evidence shows the range was built
sometime between 1850 (Brampton Tithe map) and 1863 (First Edition Ordnance

tcwaas_003_2005_vol5_0018



262 ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECTS IN CUMBRIA 2004

Survey map), possibly at the same time as alterations were made to the adjacent
early-18th century Listed Grade II watermill, and Denton Mill farmhouse was re-
roofed. Although not of national importance, on a local level the range is a good
example of the investment put into agricultural buildings in the second half of the
19th century.
Report No. 1/04/1241
Archive: CRO(C)

Brampton: Glen Bank
NY 6779 2352 
Matthew Town, Oxford Archaeology North

A desk-based assessment and evaluation excavation of land at Glen Bank,
Brampton. The assessment found the site had been largely vacant ground since at
least the 19th century, and probably the medieval period. Four evaluation trenches
were excavated, including two placed along the street frontage to target the potential
presence of former crofts. These two trenches only revealed evidence of agricultural
activity in the form of a small undated gully and two post-medieval waste pits. No
archaeological features or deposits were found on the remainder of the site.
Report No. 3/04/1329
Archive: CRO(K)

Brampton: Hemblesgate Farm
NY 5357 6052 
Fiona Wooler, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Building survey conducted in advance of the demolition of the farm buildings and
renovation of the farmhouse for a proposed residential development. Although
“Hemble Gate” is shown on Hodskinson and Donald’s map of 1774 (surveyed
1770), the present buildings date to the late-18th or early-19th century, and were
certainly in existence in their present form by 1849. The buildings comprise of a
number of byres and calf pens, a dairy, a cart shed, and a threshing barn, arranged
around a central courtyard. The Brampton Beck has been culverted along the west
side of the farm and evidence of an undershot waterwheel, used to drive threshing
machinery, can be seen. This machinery was still in use as late as 1920. The farm
buildings appear to have been constructed as a planned, single unit rather than
added to existing structures that may have been haphazard in plan. The farmstead is
of regional significance as an early planned farm and a good example of farm
mechanisation through harnessing water power.
Report No. 1/04/1297
Archive: CRO(C)

Brampton: Lord Carlisle’s Railway Engine House, Hallbankgate
NY 5806 5964 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Historic building survey conducted at the former Engine Shed, Hallbankgate, most
recently used as a silage store, following a planning application for the demolition of

tcwaas_003_2005_vol5_0018



ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECTS IN CUMBRIA 2004 263

the shed prior to the development of the site. The building, now in a poor condition,
formed part of Lord Carlisle’s Railway system which was an important early railway
dating from 1798. The shed was first built c.1840 as a two-road locomotive shed.
When the railway closed the shed was converted to agricultural use. The shed is a
rare early survival of its type within Cumbria and significant as an important piece of
railway architecture in the county. It was not considered of listable quality, however,
and will be demolished.
Report No. 1/04/1302
Archive: CRO(C)

Brampton: West Hall Wesleyan Chapel
NY 5668 7567 
Peter Ryder, Peter F. Ryder Historic Buildings Consultant

Former Wesleyan Chapel built in 1835, remodelled and enlarged by 1883. It is a
typical example of a small rural Methodist chapel, erected in the early 19th century
when both Wesleyan and Primitive Methodism were thriving in the area. It has been
disused for approximately 15 years and its conversion to a dwelling has been
proposed.
Report No. 1/04/1230
Archive: CRO(C)

Burgh-by-Sands: Ashbank
NY 3232 5902 
Jan Walker, Jan Walker Archaeological Consultant

A watching brief during the excavation of foundation trenches for a replacement
garage at Ashbank. The present house was built in 1990. To the south of the
property the ground falls away steeply to a flat, wet area beyond. This lies across the
conjectured course of the Vallum at Hadrian’s Wall, but was found to be heavily
disturbed by the previous garage foundations. A greater depth of disturbed soil was
seen in the southern foundation trench, possibly indicating the edge of the Vallum.
No additional archaeological features were seen.
Report No. 1/04/1256
Archive: CRO(C)

Carlisle: 10-16 Botchergate
NY 4031 5556 
Paul Clark, Oxford Archaeology North

An archaeological watching brief conducted on the site of 10-12 Botchergate during
the refurbishment, demolition and construction of new buildings. A number of
features were identified, comprising of a late 1st-mid 2nd century Roman hearth
which contained evidence of iron working, a late 12th-13th century medieval well
and small domestic refuse pit, a probable post-medieval well, and a number of yard
surfaces.
Report No. 1/04/1286
Archive: Tullie House Museum
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Carlisle: 1-3 South Henry Street
NY 4060 5538 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Assessment of land on the corner of Botchergate and South Henry Street prior to its
proposed redevelopment into residential properties. The 1848 Tithe map of
Botchergate Ward shows a building possibly occupied by Dias’ Pawnbroker’s 
shop. By 1865 a series of sub-rectangular buildings were in existence representing
numbers 1-3 South Henry Street. The site was repeatedly built on until the 
1950s, in an area of Carlisle primarily used for commercial purposes. The site may
have high archaeological potential for surviving Roman and medieval buried
remains.
Report No. 1/04/1251
Archive: CRO(C)

Carlisle: 1-3 South Street and 149-157 Botchergate
NY 4060 5536 
Fiona Wooler and Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Desk-based assessment and Level 3 building survey of commercial properties on the
corner of Botchergate and South Henry Street, and extending round to Rydal Street,
Carlisle. Botchergate is a designated Conservation Area within the historic city and
formed an important Roman and medieval suburb adjacent to London Road. 

Despite limited access to the properties, and few datable architectural features
visible due to modern render, the buildings appear to be of 19th century date. Those
on South Henry Street may be the properties shown on Studholme’s map of 1842,
most likely built for residential use in an area that became, from the late 1880s,
largely a commercial district. Unfortunately their 20th century commercial facades
have removed evidence of whether they were constructed as dwellings or retail units.
A photograph of c.1910 suggests Nos 151 and 153 Botchergate were of single build,
although now No 53 may be a new building on an earlier site. The number of
chimneys still in-situ for Nos 155 and 157 Botchergate suggests they were originally
several houses, inns or shop units with dwellings above.
Report No. 1/04/1283
Archive: CRO(C)

Carlisle: Bolton Fell Moss
NY 4950 6950 
Paul Gajos, Oxford Archaeology North

Archaeological walkover survey of 170 ha site on Bolton Moss Fell in the eastern
part of the Solway Basin that has been, and currently is, subject to peat extraction.
The majority of the site is still under deep peat cover, seen up to 5 m in places.
Drainage ditches and any exposed areas of mineral soil were closely examined
during the survey for archaeological remains. No archaeological finds or features
were encountered.
Report No. 1/04/1292
Archive: CRO(C)
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Carlisle: Carlisle Castle
NY 3965 5625 
A. J. Arnold, R. E. Howard and Dr C. D. Litton, Centre for Archaeology, English Heritage

Tree-ring analysis of 45 samples from the Keep, the west postern gate and de Ireby’s
Tower at Carlisle Castle produced two site chronologies. The first, representing 33
timbers, has 479 rings spanning A.D. 968-A.D. 1446. The second contains two
samples, with 124 rings spanning A.D. 900-A.D. 1023.

Interpretation of the sapwood indicates the earliest material, from the Keep, was
probably not felled before c.A.D. 1038; it is possibly reused from the Norman
fortification of A.D. 1092. Other material here has a felling date in the range A.D.
1135 to A.D. 1160, possibly relating to construction by King David I of Scotland.

The majority of timbers in the roofs of de Ireby’s Tower appear likely to have
been felled in A.D. 1380, though possibly a few are felled later and may relate to
alterations. The “prison room” ceiling timbers are also likely to have been felled in
A.D. 1380 except for one felled in A.D. 1391, which could also relate to alterations.

The newel stair roof contains timber with a range of potential felling dates, and it
is not possible to conclusively determine the construction date. The latest felling is
probably not before A.D. 1461, and may represent repairs to damage incurred about
this time.
Report No. 1/04/1233
Archive: English Heritage

Carlisle: Carlisle College, Victoria Place
NY 405 561 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Archaeological desk-based assessment undertaken in advance of the proposed
demolition of existing structures and construction of new buildings at the Victoria
Place campus. Despite a significant number of important archaeological remains
within the vicinity of the development site, little is known regarding the historic land
use of the site itself. It appears to have been undeveloped until the 1950s when the
oldest part of the college campus, known then as Carlisle Technical College, was
constructed.
Report No. 1/04/1312
Archive: CRO(C)

Carlisle: Carlisle Flood Relief Scheme
NY 420 560 
David Tonks, Oxford Archaeology North

Watching brief conducted during the excavation of 36 geotechnical test pits on land
adjacent to Stony Holme golf course, to the north of the city, in aid of proposed
improvements to the local flood defence system. Seven of these test pits, adjacent to
the Durranhill Beck, contained significant archaeological horizons, interpreted as a
domestic midden dating from between the late-19th century through to the early
20th century. The finds recovered included many bottles and jars, mostly complete,
as well as drinking glasses and other tableware, both glass and ceramic. No horizons
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of an earlier date were encountered. Palaeoenvironmental data was collected. The
results of this will be discussed in a separate forthcoming report.
Report No. 1/04/1266
Archive: Tullie House Museum

Carlisle: Carr’s Field
NY 382 562 
A. Hancock, Archaeological Services WYAS

Geophysical survey undertaken on 3 hectares of former playing fields. Prehistoric,
Roman and medieval activity is already known in the immediate vicinity. The survey
identified a number of anomalies associated with the recent landscaping and levelling
of the playing fields, the club house, earlier 20th century field boundaries, field drains
and a linear path. Four discrete areas of potential archaeological remains were also
identified but the disturbed nature of the data prevented conclusive interpretation.
Report No. 1/04/1258
Archive: CRO(C)

Carlisle: Ceramics Courtyard, Cumbria Institute of Art and Design
NY 4037 5729 
Paul Gajos, Oxford Archaeology North

Archaeological evaluation undertaken in June 2004 following an application for
scheduled monument consent and planning permission to roof over a courtyard
between existing buildings at the Institute of Art and Design. The main college
building is situated between the line of Hadrian’s Wall and the probable course of
the associated Vallum, c.200 m to the south-east of the Wall. It is also only
approximately 60 m north-east of the north-eastern defences of the Roman fort of
Stanwix, the largest fort on Hadrian’s Wall.

Archaeological features were identified on the site sealed below 1.2-1.3 m of post-
medieval overburden and possible alluvial deposits up to 0.7 m thick. These were
heavily gleyed in patches showing that they were deposited in wet conditions. Sealed
beneath these was a ditch aligned north-west to south-east, which is almost at right
angles to Hadrian’s Wall and the Vallum. The full profile of the ditch was not seen
but it certainly exceeded 2 m in width and 1 m in depth with steeply sloping sides.
On the basis of the finds recovered the ditch would appear to date to the post-
medieval period. Cut by the ditch was a deposit of orange sandy silt with a high
proportion of stone inclusions, which may well relate to a putative Roman parade
ground seen in the 1996 Carlisle Archaeological Unit excavations undertaken
immediately to the north-west.
Report No. 1/04/1274
Archive: Tullie House Museum

Carlisle: Club XS
NY 3996 5576 
Patricia Crompton and Frank Giecco, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Watching brief during groundworks for the installation of a reduced floor level,
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supporting pillars and drainage system within a late-Georgian building that is
currently used as a nightclub. The upper level of Club XS opens out on to West Walls
whilst the lower levels open out on to Backhouses Walk, below the medieval city walls.

The remains of a heavily truncated ditch was identified, measuring approximately
2 m wide, with Roman material in its lowest fill, and fragments of medieval green
glazed pottery surviving in later fills where 19th century truncation had had
minimum affect (during repair works to the wall and levelling for the construction of
the present building in 1814). The purpose of this ditch could not be ascertained
during the watching brief. It may have been Roman in date, or possibly medieval
and related to the town’s ditch, or it may have been associated with a possible linen
processing building to the south-east of Backhouses Walk that was still extant in
1797 (the finds therefore being residual), although no linen seeds were recovered
from sampled deposits.

Several deposits of animal bones were also identified, with two significantly large
amounts of domesticated sheep, cattle and horse. All horse bones showed evidence
of post-mortem butchery which may have been associated with removal of the heavy
carcass rather than consumption of the meat. Deer, rabbit and dog bones were also
recovered.
Report No. 1/04/1231
Archive: Tullie House Museum

Carlisle: Former Hetherington’s Bakery, South Henry Street
NY 4074 5556 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Investigation of a former late-19th century bakery, converted into a motor repair
shop in the later-20th century and disused by the mid-1990s. An evaluation prior to
the redevelopment of the building revealed two post holes and a putative line of
stake holes thought to relate to the site’s former agricultural usage, in an area
seemingly away from the principal areas of Roman and medieval settlement.
Report No. 1/04/1249
Archive: Tullie House Museum

Carlisle: Garden Village, Wigton Road
NY 3735 5415 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Heritage Trust

Forty-five evaluation trenches excavated as part of an Environmental Impact
Assessment for a proposed residential development off Wigton Road, Carlisle. No
significant archaeological features were found, suggesting that the land had been
used only for rough grazing before its enclosure and drainage around 1770.
Report No. 1/04/1200
Archive: CRO(C)

Carlisle: Highgrove Dairy, Harraby Green Business Park
NY 413 544 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Heritage Trust

Archaeological evaluation of land on the site of Highgrove Dairy, Harraby Green
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Business Park, Carlisle, prior to its redevelopment. This had been the former site of
Harraby Corn Mill which may have been medieval in date, or built on the site of a
medieval mill in the ownership of Carlisle Priory at the time of the Dissolution.
Subsequent commercial buildings had been built on the site since its closure in
1957, until Highgrove Diary was constructed in 1991. Substantial structural remains
and deposits were observed surviving below ground. These included the remains of
the wheel pit, possibly of 12th century date in origin, mill race and foundation walls
belonging to the later phases of Harraby Mill. 21 sherds of 13th-15th century
pottery and a large number of 17th-20th century artefacts were found. Further
investigation has been recommended.
Report No. 1/04/1216
Archive: Tullie House Museum

Carlisle: King Street, Botchergate
NY 4053 5533 
P. Cracknell and G. Martin, Philip Cracknell Historic Building Survey and
Archaeological Illustration

Archaeological evaluation undertaken on the site of the former Palace Cinema to the
rear of 114-120 Botchergate, accessed from King Street, Carlisle, which was
demolished in July and August 2004. Work was initially begun in 2000, revealing
evidence of a multi-phased Roman site consisting of buildings, roads and open
cobbled yards. The additional work in 2004 revealed further evidence of these
features, dateable by the presence of domestic coarse pottery to the 2nd to 4th
centuries A.D. Structures probably consisted of timber buildings towards the north
of the site, respecting present day Botchergate, while ditches on a different
alignment signify an earlier phase of activity. This evidence confirms that Roman
occupation did continue southwards along Botchergate.
Report No. 1/04/1287
Archive: Tullie House Museum

Carlisle: Land at Bendall’s Engineering, London Road
NY 4132 5492 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Archaeological assessment and evaluation conducted on a small section of land off
London Road for which a large retail and commercial development has been
proposed. The desk-based assessment identified the site as probable farmland,
located adjacent to the late-18th century Mains Cotton Mill. No archaeological
features or deposits were identified during the evaluation.
Report No. 1/04/1323 and 1/04/1324
Archive: CRO(C)

Carlisle: Land at Milbourne Street
NY 3962 5580 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Site of a former 18th century house and gardens built by John Milbourne after
whom Milbourne Street was named. A watching brief was undertaken to the south
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of the house, in the former garden area, during the excavation of foundation
trenches for new offices. No evidence associated with the gardens of Holme Foot
were seen however, probably because of the extensive level of 19th century
disturbance that occurred when the land was sold off for development to alleviate
housing deprivation in the city. This disturbance also appears to have removed any
possible evidence of Roman and/or medieval activity.
Report No. 1/04/1257
Archive: CRO(C)

Carlisle: Land off Lindisfarne Street/London Road
NY 412 551 
Hannah Gajos, Oxford Archaeology North

Assessment of land between London Road and Lindisfarne Street, prior to its
proposed residential redevelopment. Previous work in the vicinity has identified a
wealth of surviving Roman and medieval remains extending beyond the core of the
city to the north-west. The site itself contains a disused mill race of possible
medieval date, once used by both Botcherby mill and Raven Nook woollen mill to
the north and shown on the Socage map of 1611. The area came to be owned by the
then Newcastle and Carlisle Railway Company and a small railway station and
various storage and maintenance buildings eventually occupied it. Some of these
post-medieval structures still survive, and, if present, earlier remains may also
survive beneath the post-medieval and modern overburden which geotechnical
testing has revealed to be now up to 3 m in depth.
Report No. 1/04/1253
Archive: CRO(C)

Carlisle: Lanercost House, Berkeley Grange
NY 3764 5602 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Watching brief conducted during groundworks at Lanercost House nursing home,
located adjacent to Moorhouse Road, Carlisle, an area of former open fields until
the late-20th century when the nursing home and surrounding housing estate was
constructed. To the north runs the course of a Roman road, and to the east a
complex of cropmarks of prehistoric or Roman date were identified from aerial
photographs before the housing estate was built. No archaeological features or
deposits were observed during the watching brief.
Report No. 1/04/1305
Archive: CRO(C)

Carlisle: Rickergate Medieval Ditches
NY 4016 5612 
Jo Cook, Oxford Archaeology North

Post-excavation analysis was undertaken of the stratigraphic sequences and medieval
pottery recovered during a programme of test-pitting and field evaluation at
“Rickergate” (now Debenhams), Carlisle, between 1997 and 1999 by the Carlisle
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Archaeological Unit. The site saw a sequence of activity in the prehistoric, Roman,
medieval and modern periods. One of the most significant aspects of the site was the
presence of two large defensive ditches and an earlier drainage channel fronting the
medieval city wall. The waterlogged lower fills of these ditches not only contained
many extremely well-preserved artefacts of wood, metal and leather, but also an
exceptional assemblage of medieval pottery. Analysis of the stratigraphy revealed
that the drainage channel and the earlier of the two defensive ditches remained open
for some time before being intermittently filled with poor quality pottery and other
domestic household waste, while the second defensive ditch was filled immediately
with standing water and domestic waste deposits. Deposition continued through to
the late medieval and early post-medieval periods, until the site was truncated by the
construction of a modern building. It is not yet known where the full site report will
be published.
Report No. 1/04/1222
Archive: Tullie House Museum

Carlisle: Rydal Street
NY 4070 5545 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Desk-based assessment and evaluation prior to the redevelopment of a former
children’s play area off Rydal Street, Carlisle. The site is situated immediately outside
the historic city centre and lies close to the Botchergate area which is known to have a
wealth of surviving archaeological remains. A Roman cemetery was revealed
approximately 50 m to the west of the site in an archaeological evaluation in 1994. The
site consisted of agricultural land before 1824 when terraced houses forming Rydal
Street, which was then known as Union Street, were first built. These were demolished
in a period of slum clearance in 1948 and new housing erected. Two evaluation
trenches were excavated but no archaeological remains of any period were identified.
Report No. 1/04/1237
Archive: Tullie House Museum

Carlisle: St Nicholas Bridges
NY 4080 5490 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

A desk-based assessment and evaluation were undertaken in January 2004 on land
adjacent to St Nicholas Bridges, Carlisle. The development site lies to the south of
the North Eastern Railway (Newcastle and Carlisle Section) whose construction in
the 19th century is known to have disturbed the cemetery of St Nicholas’ medieval
leper hospital immediately to the north-west. 

Beneath a Victorian railway goods depot and later maintenance yard, a series of
stakeholes, representing the heavily truncated remains of two buildings, and a
possible ditched field boundary were identified. One of the stakeholes contained a
small sherd of 12th century red gritty ware. These features were sealed by a layer of
buried plough soil which contained a redeposited finds assemblage from the Roman
period through to the 19th century. Environmental sampling of the ditch revealed a
variety of well-preserved seeds which suggested a system of arable farming with
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hedgerow boundaries growing within the vicinity. No burials associated with the
leper cemetery were found.
Report No. 1/04/1217
Archive: Tullie House Museum

Carlisle: Stanwix School, Stanwix
NY 4015 5715 
Matthew Town, Oxford Archaeology North

Archaeological evaluation at Stanwix School which lies within the site of Stanwix
Roman Fort on Hadrian’s Wall. One trench was excavated near the centre of the
footprints for a new extension block. Beneath deposits relating to the construction
and extension of the school in the 19th and 20th centuries, and a garden soil layer,
also of the 19th century and indicating prior land use, a cobbled surface measuring
0.3 m in depth was found. The cobbled surface was bisected by a modern pipe
trench and a ditch which measured 1.4 m in width and 0.4 m in depth and
contained a single sherd of 12th-13th century medieval pottery. No further
archaeological features, or additional medieval material, were found. The same
cobbled surface was identified in previous investigations on the site, where it was
tentatively dated to the Roman period. The ditch is likely to date to either the
Roman or medieval periods, but almost certainly pre-dates the 14th century.
Report No. 1/04/1333
Archive: Tullie House Museum

Carlisle: Thistlewood Farmhouse, Highbridge
NY 3964 4364 
A. J. Arnold, R. E. Howard and Dr C. D. Litton, Centre for Archaeology, English
Heritage

Core samples were obtained from 26 different timbers in three areas of the tower
and attached hall at Thistlewood Farmhouse; the roof of the hall, the roof of the
tower, and a probable inserted second-floor frame also in the tower. Of these
samples 20 were measured and analysed, none could be dated, however. The most
likely reason for the lack of dating is the low number of rings on the individual
samples. This is a consequence of the timbers being made from fast grown trees
which were felled whilst still relatively young.
Report No. 1/04/1234
Archive: English Heritage

Carlisle: Waterton Hall, Warwick Square
NY 40665 55810 
CFA Archaeology Ltd

Desk-based assessment undertaken in advance of the demolition of Waterton Hall,
prior to the construction of new housing on its site and a new hall constructed to the
rear. The hall was found to have been built in 1902 by Canon George Waterton who
was responsible for building the adjacent Church of Our Lady and St Joseph.
Waterton Hall was noted as a red brick building constructed in the grounds of
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Grosvenor House and now in a dilapidated state. It was considered to be of no
archaeological interest.
Report No. 1/04/1310
Archive: CRO(C)

Carlisle: Well Flatt Farm
NY 3921 5515 
P. Cracknell and F. Wooler, Philip Cracknell Historic Building Survey and Archaeological
Illustration

Building survey undertaken during July 2004, prior to the demolition and
redevelopment of Well Flatt Farm Carlisle. The present farm buildings are ranged
around a central rectangular cobbled yard. The earliest farmhouse on the site was
built of clay and probably dates to the 18th century. During the early part of the
19th century the farmhouse was given a façade of brick, and the walls of the clay
farmhouse were heightened to give the appearance of a Georgian house. Several
farm buildings were either added at this date or rebuilt in brick, most notably the
large barn on the north-eastern side of the farmyard. New buildings were added to
the farm during the second half of the 19th and 20th centuries.
Report No. 1/04/1271
Archive: CRO(C)

Carlisle: Wetheral Priory Gatehouse
NY 4680 5412 
A. J. Arnold, R. E. Howard and Dr C. D. Litton, Centre for Archaeology, English
Heritage

Core samples were taken from roof timbers for tree-ring analysis at Wetheral Priory
Gatehouse which resulted in the construction of a single dated site sequence and
one individually dated sample. Five samples spanned the period A.D. 1410-1511.
Interpretation of the heartwood/sapwood boundary ring dates of these samples
suggests a contemporary felling in A.D. 1512-36 for the five timbers represented.
One sample was dated individually to the period A.D. 1386-1449. Without the
heartwood/sapwood boundary ring an estimated felling date cannot be calculated for
this sample except to say that this would be A.D. 1465 at the earliest. A further site
sequence contained two samples that could not be dated. Tree-ring analysis
indicates that the surviving roof was constructed primarily from timbers felled in
A.D. 1512-36.
Report No. 1/04/1235
Archive: English Heritage

Carlisle: Willowholme to Rockcliffe overhead electric line
NY 3688 6046 to NY3793 5728
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

An archaeological watching brief maintained during groundworks for a new electric
line scheme between Willowholme and Rockcliffe. The groundworks consisted of
the excavation of 12 post holes. The route of the scheme runs either through or
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close to three areas of cropmarks and earthworks which represent the remains of an
undated enclosure near Bankend Farm, a probable Romano-British enclosure,
possibly reused as an army encampment in 1745, and an area of undefined
cropmarks to the north of Stainton village. No archaeological features or deposits
were observed during the watching brief however.
Report No. 1/04/1321
Archive: CRO(C)

Castle Carrock: Castle Carrock School
NY 5431 5547 
Kathryn Blythe, Oxford Archaeology North

Desk-based assessment and evaluation in advance of a proposed classroom
extension. The school lies within the medieval village of Castle Carrock. The desk-
based assessment revealed that the school was originally located in a small building
in the churchyard, and the present building, set back from the main village streets,
was built in 1874 on an area which had previously been medieval strip fields. There
is no known evidence for any structure having previously stood on the site. The
evaluation did not reveal any archaeological features, deposits or finds.
Report No. 1/04/1280
Archive: CRO(C)

Castle Carrock: Tottergill Farm
NY 5488 5443 
P. Cracknell and F. Wooler, Philip Cracknell Historic Building Survey and Archaeological
Illustration

Building survey of a Listed Grade II agricultural range at Tottergill Farm near
Castle Carrock prior to its conversion for domestic use. The farm ceased to function
as a working farm in 1993, and the majority of surviving buildings have since been
converted to self-catering holiday cottages.

The agricultural range was built sometime between 1868 and 1887 by William
Watson, whose family had acquired the 17th century farm by marriage in 1848. The
range was seemingly built to combine the ideals of the model farm system to meet
the increasing demands of agricultural intensification, with the intricate stylistic
detail akin to the Arts and Crafts Movement in its fixtures and fittings. The range is
of local importance as a highly elaborate 10-bay bank barn with central tower, built
along the contour line of a slope to provide two-storeys on the downward side, and
included a byre, stables, a cart shed, a hayloft, pigsties, dovecotes and accom-
modation for farm labourers, all under one roof.
Report No. 1/04/1238
Archive: CRO(C)

Castle Carrock: Upper Geltsdale Industrial Archaeology Survey
NY 573 540 
Graham Brooks, Local archaeologist

Assessment of the surviving industrial and agricultural remains within the Gelt valley
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at Castle Carrock. This survey continues the work previously conducted by the
author. A number of new sites were identified, and the condition of known sites
commented on.
Report No. 1/04/1240
Archive: Graham Brooks

Cotehill: Croft House Farm
NY 4686 5045 
P. Cracknell and F. Wooler, Philip Cracknell Historic Building Survey and Archaeological
Illustration

An historic building survey was undertaken in December 2003 prior to the
conversion of farm buildings at Croft House. The survey revealed the earliest
building on the site, which was a single-storey cottage probably dating to the 18th
century. This building was extended in 1771 by the addition of a cowshed with
hayloft above. The survey showed the development of the site as various buildings
were added throughout the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries until the farm buildings
enclosed a rectangular courtyard.
Report No. 1/03/1119
Archive: CRO(C)

Crosby-on-Eden: Walby Hall, Walby
NY 4358 6026 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Desk-based assessment and field evaluation undertaken in December 2003 in
advance of the construction of a new agricultural building at Walby. The course of
the wall ditch, on the north side of Hadrian’s Wall, was found extending beyond the
Scheduled Area. It measured in excess of 9 m wide and 3 m deep, but was not fully
excavated because of health and safety reasons. Several sherds of Oxford (Colour
Coated) Ware, and one sherd of Mortaria and Grey Ware were found, plus an
unstratified small lead plug used for pottery repair. 
Report No. 1/04/1213
Archive: Beacon Centre

Cumwhinton: Beech House Farm
NY 4497 5275 
P. Cracknell and F. Wooler, Philip Cracknell Historic Building Survey and Archaeological
Illustration

An historic building survey was undertaken at Beech House Farm, Cumwhinton, in
January and February 2004 prior to the conversion of disused buildings for
residential use. The buildings are grouped together in three separate ranges
surrounding a cobbled yard. The survey revealed that the first farmhouse on the site
was a single-storey cottage probably dating to the first half of the 18th century. The
cottage was then extended during the second half of the 18th century, and again
during the early-19th century in to the fashionable double-pile house visible today. It
has been little altered internally or externally since the 1840s. One of the barns dates
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to the late-18th/early-19th century and the rest of the farm buildings were added
during the mid- and late-19th century.

A detailed survey was undertaken of a first-floor dairy (located within the
farmhouse) and roof timbers exposed during the removal of ceilings over the south-
western and central section of the house. The dairy still contains many of its original
fixtures and fittings, including a central oval table, seemingly unique in a Cumbrian
dairy, and sandstone shelving.

Two gables walls, now located internally, were identified during the removal of
ceilings and may mark the limit of the earliest farmhouse/cottage on the site. Roof
beams were found to date from one phase of roofing, probably in the early-19th
century, although one beam had clearly been used before. A late-18th or early-19th
century hob-grate fireplace was also identified during the renovations, noteworthy
both as a fine example of the period and for being still in-situ after c.200 years.
Report No. 1/04/1214 and 1/04/1221
Archive: CRO(C)

Cumwhitton: Townfoot Farm
NY 5033 5250 
Alan Lupton, Oxford Archaeology North

An evaluation excavation undertaken in April 2004 following the discovery of two
early-10th century domed tortoise shell brooches (Type P51 (Jansson)) by metal
detecting on ploughsoil. The cranium of a poorly preserved body in a truncated
east/west grave cut was found, with grave goods placed at the feet. Further metal
detector scans revealed fragments of a third brooch and an early-10th century
sword, suggesting additional burials in the vicinity.

In May a topographic survey and systematic metal detecting of the immediate
context of the findspot area was undertaken, followed by an open area excavation
measuring 30 m x 30 m, centred on the evaluation trench. A geophysical survey
using magnetometry was also used to provide information about the wider local
context of the site. The topographic survey did not identify any surviving surface
indications of burial activity within the area initially focused upon. Five further
graves, four richly-furnished male burials and one female, were revealed during the
excavation, however, orientated roughly east/west, with an associated enigmatic
curvilinear feature. Extension of the excavation area in all directions did not locate
any further graves, and the magnetometry survey did not identify any additional
archaeological features.

No further skeletal remains were recovered during the excavation but the range of
grave goods was extensive. The male burials (interpreted as such on the basis of find
typologies) contained swords, spearheads, strike-a-lights, an iron knife, a shield boss,
a copper pin, various iron objects and a collection of beads and silver rings
concentrated around the neck and head area. A set of prick spurs and a possible
horse bridle were also found with one of the male burials. The female burial was
accompanied by a collection of beads, a jet ring, a copper alloy object and various
iron objects, concentrated in the head area, together with a jet bracelet which would
have gone round the left wrist, and a copper alloy belt fitting around the waist. Post-
excavation analysis of these items is on-going.
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Report No. 1/04/1218 and forthcoming report [information taken from OAN
website]
Archive: Oxford Archaeology North

Dalton-in-Furness: Dowdales School
SD 227 744 
Hannah Gajos, Oxford Archaeology North

Desk-based assessment, rapid identification survey and evaluation excavation of
three areas at Dowdales Secondary School prior to the construction of a new sports
hall, classrooms and laboratories. The site of the school had been previously used for
agriculture, with small-scale limestone quarrying conducted in the general vicinity,
prior to the construction of Ashburner House in 1883. The house became a small
selective school in 1928. It is an extant Grade II Listed building and is incorporated
into the present-day school. 

One of the proposed development areas was found to contain a modern sports
surface which had been built over a backfilled quarry, and no further archaeological
evaluation was undertaken. Part of a second development area was also found to
contain a modern car park. Four trial trenches were excavated, where space
permitted, in the two remaining development areas. No archaeological features were
identified, although late-19th century pottery and glass fragments were recorded in
the topsoil. A watching brief has been recommended to assess the potential of
surviving archaeological remains below the car park.
Report No. 6/04/1227
Archive: CRO(B)

Dearham: Home Farm
NY 0707 3643 
Deborah Walsh, The Brigantia Archaeology Practice

Building survey conducted in advance of proposals for the conversion of agricultural
buildings into residential use. The farm is situated on the edge of the historic village
of Dearham, to the west of the 12th century church of St Mungos. It had previously
been suggested that the farmhouse evolved from an “oblong” house of around 1700.
The survey identified, however, that lime mortar, rather than clay, had been used in
the fabric of the farmhouse which suggests a late-18th century date. Ranges to the
north and west were built in 1840s, and the attention to detail paid to these
structures suggests they were designed by an architect employed by the Lowthers,
forming one of several examples within the village. An additional range was later
added to the south. Together, the farmstead represents an imposing group of
agricultural buildings which reflect the developments in agricultural practice and
increasing prosperity of the 18th and early-19th centuries, and in turn the increased
investment in buildings.
Report No. 2/04/1272
Archive: CRO(W)
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Distington and Moresby: Ennerdale to Crummock Link Main
NY 0271 2636 to NY 0000 1598
Sean McPhillips and David Tonks, Oxford Archaeology North

Following a desk-based assessment in 2002 and walkover survey in 2003, further
work was undertaken along the route of a new utility pipeline. A topographic survey
was undertaken at 15 sites previously identified as of archaeological interest. These
sites comprised field boundaries, drainage ditches, a mine shaft on Harras Moor, a
number of quarries and the remains of post-medieval buildings at Middle Gill
Cottage and Lowca Beck.

An evaluation was undertaken on earthworks near the site of a 19th century coal
mine near Middle Gill Farm, which failed to produce any archaeological deposits.
An 18th or 19th century mill leat and a rubble spread, thought to be associated with
Harrington corn mill on Lowca Beck, were also trial trenched. No foundations for a
building were found, however, and the exact nature of the rubble spread could not
be ascertained. The leat was evident as a raised bank and platform to the south of a
second leat which is still in use as a drain. The evaluation revealed the course of a
former stream, which contained several sherds of water-worn pottery, and a thick
deposit of clay which had been used to modify the natural bank of the beck in an
attempt to realign its course towards a waterwheel on the eastern side of the mill.

A watching brief was undertaken during topsoil stripping along the entire route of
the pipeline. Only three previously identified sites were affected by the pipeline route.
These consisted of a single cell, possible post-medieval barn in the vicinity of Alma
Bank, surviving as two heavily truncated parallel walls with a sandstone slab floor
surface between. The course of a post-medieval coach road was seen crossing the
pipeline route near Low Moresby, surviving as a raised curvilinear feature built of
irregular sized fragments of sandstone seemingly dumped and then levelled to form a
rough road surface. Two rectilinear features near High Harrington were found to
have a maximum depth of 0.2 m and were interpreted as the vestigial remains of
post-medieval field boundaries. No previously unknown sites were identified.
Report No. 4/04/1335
Archive: CRO(W)

Distington: Hayes Castle waste water pipeline
NY 00158 22563 
Anthony Lee, Oxford Archaeology North

A desk-based assessment of a proposed waste water pipeline. Few sites were noted
that had not been identified previously. Of these the millrace to Hayes Castle Mill
was the only one likely to have a date earlier than the 18th century and the only one
likely to be affected by the proposed pipeline.
Report No. 4/04/1246
Archive: CRO(W)

Drumburgh village
NY 265 598 (centred) 
K. Denham, C. Jones, and F. Giecco, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd
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Watching brief conducted during the excavation of 34 trenches through the village
of Drumburgh, during the replacement of high voltage cables by United Utilities. A
shallow linear feature and a possible occupation layer of Roman date were identified
in one trench, at the west end of the village. No evidence of the vicus for Congavata
Roman fort was found.
Report No. 2/04/1285
Archive: CRO(C)

Duddon Bridge: Duddon Bridge Farm
SD 1970 8813 
Peter Ryder, Peter F. Ryder Historic Buildings Consultant

Building survey of two large disused barns at Duddon Bridge Farm prior to their
conversion for residential use. The farm is divided by the A595 and the two barns
investigated lie to the south of this road.

The farmhouse has a date stone of 1774 but the survey found its proportions suggest
a late-17th or early-18th century date. Attached to the west is a cottage and range of
outbuildings, also of considerable age. The southernmost barn to the south of the
A595 could also have been built as early as the 17th century, although it was found
to lack easily datable architectural features. A number of outshuts were then added
in the 18th and 19th centuries, before later, 20th century alterations were made. A
scratched inscription of “WS 1862” was found above the wagon entrance to the
adjacent, U-shaped barn which almost certainly dates its construction. This barn
was found to be almost intact, aside from minor mid- and later-20th century
additions.
Report No. 4/04/1304
Archive: CRO(B)

Durdar to Dalston Pipeline: Durdar section
NY 3825 5280 to NY 4015 5100
Vix Hughes, Oxford Archaeology North

Desk-based assessment and watching brief conducted during the excavation of a
new utility pipeline. In addition to sites recorded on the SMR, several new features
were identified during the watching brief. These were of post-medieval date, relating
to field systems and drainage, and a wooden structure, perhaps a flood defence, near
the River Caldew.
Report No. 1/04/1208
Archive: CRO(C)

Durdar to Dalston Pipeline: Rose Bank section
NY 3655 4695 to NY 3735 4620
Vix Hughes, Oxford Archaeology North

Desk-based assessment and watching brief conducted during the excavation of a new
utility pipeline. In addition to sites recorded on the SMR, several new features were
identified during the watching brief. These were of post-medieval date, relating to
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field systems and drainage, and included a stone-built culvert at Rose Bank house.
Report No. 1/04/1208
Archive: CRO(C)

Eamont Bridge: Ash Lea, Southwaite Green
NY 51852 28377 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Heritage Trust

A watching brief conducted during the excavation of foundation trenches for an
extension to Ash Lea house, located immediately south-west of Mayburgh Henge,
identified no archaeological features. Finds recovered from the topsoil included four
chert bladelets of possible Mesolithic date, and fragments of 19th-20th century clay
pipe stems and ceramics.
Report No. 3/04/1207
Archive: Penrith Museum

Egremont: Egremont Castle
NY 009 105 
Anthony Lee, Oxford Archaeology North

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken during the excavation of test pits in
relation to improvements to an existing sewer. Test pits were excavated immediately
to the east of Egremont Castle, within an area of considerable archaeological
potential. The watching brief did not locate any archaeologically significant deposits
or features. All deposits observed were associated with the existing services located
within the test pits. A substantial amount of post-medieval pottery was recovered,
suggesting that installation of the existing services may have truncated any
archaeologically significant deposits.
Report No. 4/04/1245
Archive: CRO(W)

Egremont: Egremont Castle
NY 00985 10505 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Watching brief conducted in November 2004 during the excavation of foundations
for a flagpole on the castle motte, within the Scheduled Area. No archaeological
features were observed.
Report No. 4/04/1322
Archive: CRO(W)

Egremont: Grange Quarry, Wilton
NY 0314 1010 
M. J. Noel, GeoQuest Associates

Geophysical survey of land to the south of an existing quarry at Grange. The
proposed quarry extension lies within an area of high archaeological potential as a
number of prehistoric sites, evident as cropmarks, are located nearby. With the
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exception of an iron pipe, the survey revealed no further evidence of previous activity
on the site.
Report No. 4/04/1220
Archive: GeoQuest Associates

Egremont: Old Castle Cinema
NY 0093 1056 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Desk-based assessment and evaluation of a former 18th century tannery site and
disused cinema built in 1925, adjacent to Egremont Castle, in advance of
redevelopment. A cobbled path and pit of unknown date were identified to the west
of the cinema, and material from a former tannery building was also found.
Report No. 4/03/1120
Archive: CRO(W)

Flookburgh: Church Walk
SD 3661 7574 
Nigel Neil, Nigel Neil Archaeological Services

Archaeological desk-based assessment and watching brief undertaken on land to the
rear of Church Walk. The desk-based assessment revealed that the site lay within a
former medieval burgage plot to the rear of 7-13 Church Walk and had been used as
a garden and orchard until c.1950 when greenhouses were erected. The watching
brief revealed an archaeological deposit of old ploughsoil from which fragments of
medieval pottery and a wide variety of post-medieval artefacts, indicating domestic
occupation, were recovered.
Report No. 5/04/1309
Archive: CRO(K)

Gilcrux: Low Green Farm
NY 1154 3815 
Fiona Wooler, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Historic building survey undertaken on two disused barns at Low Green Farm prior
to their conversion for residential use. The two barns form an L-shaped range
attached to the farmhouse and were built to accommodate a small number of stock,
store cereals, hay and/or straw, as well as to provide shelter for the hand-flail
threshing of corn through the winter months. 

The farmhouse bears a date stone of 1711 at the front entrance, and another of
1675 to the rear. It has recently undergone renovation but internally it has retained
fixtures and fittings of the early-mid-18th century, suggesting the earliest date stone
may have been reused from an earlier house. Although architecturally difficult to
date the barns precisely, they are shown on the Tithe map of 1841 and it is highly
likely they were constructed some time before that. The two barns represent good
examples of the types of structures found on small farms of less than 150 acres
throughout Cumbria.
Report No. 2/04/1303
Archive: CRO(W)
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Great Clifton: Land off Moor Road
NY 0390 2935 
Jan Walker, Jan Walker Archaeological Consultant

Archaeological assessment of land off Moor Road prior to a proposed residential
development. The assessment found that the land has been most recently used for
recreational purposes. Early cartographic evidence shows the site as a pasture field
belonging to the adjacent Clifton House. A well, shown on the 2nd Edition
Ordnance Survey map of 1900, may in fact relate to the 19th century workings of
Clifton Colliery beneath the site. The well, or airshaft, has since been filled in.
Report No. 2/04/1313
Archive: CRO(W)

Holmrook: Peel Place Proposed Western Extension
NY 068 011 
Emily Mercer and Jamie Quartermaine, Oxford Archaeology North

Archaeological investigation of 12 ha to the west and south of an existing quarry at
Peel Place, Hallsenna, Gosforth parish. The desk-based assessment and walkover
survey revealed a number of interesting new sites in the general area. These included
a fragment of a medieval cross built into the wall of a shed, and bearing the coats of
arms of the Percy family who had intermittently held the Barony of Egremont in the
14th and 15th centuries, and Furness Abbey who held land in the area. The
structure may have originally stood at Drigg Cross Farm, whose name suggests the
meeting place of the three manors of Drigg, Bolton and Seascale. A prehistoric
trackway, medieval hollow way and field boundaries, and the site of two former
post-medieval cottages were also recorded. 

The geophysical survey showed a relatively low response due to general
background levels, but a number of linear features, which are reminiscent of infilled
ditches, and a possible hearth were noted. Further archaeological fieldwork has been
recommended.
Report No. 4/04/1226
Archive: CRO(W)

Holmrook: Peel Quarry Proposed Western Extension
NY 0650 0110 
Paul Clark, Oxford Archaeology North

Archaeological evaluation for the purposes of an Environmental Impact Assessment
for a proposed expansion of Peel Place Quarry. This work follows on from an initial
scheme of archaeological work comprising a desk-based assessment and geophysical
survey in 2004 of the proposed western extension. Four evaluation trenches were
excavated over targeted areas of geophysical anomalies. Only one anomaly, however,
proved to be archaeological in nature, a modern land drain. A ditch was also found,
not visible on the geophysical survey. The ditch formed a disused field boundary and
contained pottery that dates to between the late-17th and early-20th centuries.
When compared to findings from the earlier desk-based assessment, the ditch
correlates with a field boundary that is likely to be the remains of medieval strip
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fields and is therefore potentially of medieval origin. It is likely that the geophysical
anomalies relate to the variable geological conditions across the site, observed in the
evaluation as bands of sand and gravel. This may be masking further archaeological
evidence, associated with the field system, and possibly also prehistoric activity
which has been identified elsewhere in the general vicinity.
Report No. 4/04/1277
Archive: CRO(W)

Houghton: Houghton Hall Park and Gardens
NY 412 598 
Ironbridge Archaeology and Engineering Archaeological Services Ltd

Geophysical survey undertaken by Engineering Archaeological Services Ltd and an
archaeological evaluation undertaken by Ironbridge Archaeology at Houghton Hall
in advance of proposals to convert the site in to a garden centre. The area of former
gardens and walled garden were found to be either overgrown or contaminated by
modern debris and therefore unsuitable for geophysical survey. Scanning identified a
number of anomalies within the adjacent park, which were further investigated using
magnetometry. The nature of these anomalies could not be determined however,
although one area of possible industrial activity was recorded on a plateau in the
north-west corner of the park.

A programme of evaluation was implemented by Ironbridge Archaeology
following the results of the geophysical survey. Trenches excavated on a plateau in
the north-west corner of the park, in what was thought to be a possible area of
industrial activity, found evidence of modern burning. A large mound in the south-
west corner of the park proved to be spoil from the construction of the adjacent M6
motorway, and only the remains of modern land drainage were found elsewhere
within the park. In the walled garden, evaluation found evidence of a late-19th or
early-20th century heated greenhouse. No additional archaeological features were
seen.
Report No. 1/04/1268 and 1/04/1269
Archive: CRO(C)

Irthington: Freelands Farm
NY 4790 6463 
Roderick Ogilvy, Roderick I. K. Ogilvy Chartered Architect

Desk-based assessment and building survey prior to the conversion of two disused
threshing barns to residential use. The farm dates from the latest period of common
enclosure, from the late-18th or early-19th century. It is a planned development
comprising of farmhouse, threshing barns, stables and ancillary buildings arranged
around a courtyard and apparently built within a short period of time. Unusually for
the area, it was built primarily as an arable farm, attested by the limited byre
accommodation. Both barns have been altered. The barn to the north has had only
minor alterations that suggest a response to 19th, rather than 20th century changes in
agricultural practices and at a time when grain production was still the principal
activity. In comparison, the barn to the south has been extensively altered in recent
times.
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Report No. 1/04/1242
Archive: CRO(C)

Kendal: 147 Highgate
SD 5150 9231 
Hannah Gajos, Oxford Archaeology North

Desk-based assessment and watching brief conducted during groundwork for an
extension to the rear of an existing shop in the centre of Kendal. This is a Grade II
listed building, which was formerly a house and tannery built in the 17th century.
The watching brief identified a stone-lined culvert aligned south-east to north-west,
surviving to a height of at least 0.73 m and capped by very large slate floor tiles. A
possible well associated with the culvert was also seen. The exact date is unknown,
but these features appear to predate the building under which it currently runs. The
well and culvert have been preserved in situ beneath the floor of the new building.
Report No. 5/04/1296
Archive: Kendal Museum

Kendal: Beezon Road Bonded Warehouse
SD 5175 9315 
Fiona Wooler, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Building survey conducted prior to plans to redevelop and convert the site for
commercial use. The large bonded warehouse was built for The Westmorland
Bonded and Free Warehouse Co. Ltd. between 1875 and 1876 to house tobacco
until it was withdrawn for processing. Offices were built, for the “Bonded and Free
Warehouse Co, Beezon Fields”, after plans were drawn up in March 1877. The
warehouse was still being used for the storage of bonded goods as late as the 1970s,
and has most recently been used as retail units and a storage area.
Report No. 5/04/1316
Archive: CRO(K)

Kendal: Birds Park Service Reservoir and Pipeline
SD 5399 9323 to SD 5305 9022
Mark Bagwell and Jason Clarke, Oxford Archaeology North

Desk-based assessment, evaluation excavation and watching brief conducted in 2003
and 2004 across the route of the new pipeline and service reservoir between Birds
Park Reservoir and Oxenholme Farm on the east side of Kendal. The desk-based
assessment identified a predominantly post-medieval pastoral landscape. Eight trial
trenches were excavated, spread evenly along the pipeline corridor. No significant
archaeological features or deposits were found, and the finds assemblage was
represented by just two sherds of 19th century pottery. A watching brief was
undertaken during topsoil stripping within the pipeline corridor. No archaeological
features were observed, although sherds of post-medieval pottery were recorded
within the topsoil.
Report No. 5/03/1122 and 5/04/1263
Archive: CRO(K)
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Kendal: Halls Pet Stores, 119 Stricklandgate
SD 5150 9304 
Donald Wilson, AOC Archaeology Group

Watching brief conducted during the excavation of a foundation trench for a new
extension. No archaeological features were identified. The natural geology was
found to be overlain by modern overburden material.
Report No. 5/04/1247
Archive: CRO(K)

Kendal: K Village
SD 5174 9180 
Paul Clark, Oxford Archaeology North

Desk-based assessment of K Village and outlying car park in advance of proposals
for redevelopment of the site into a larger retail outlet. The assessment charted the
history of the original 18th and 19th century factories on the K Village site, the
development of the Somervell Brothers partnership in the mid-19th century, and the
growth of the “K” brand of footwear until its production finally ceased in 2003. The
car park, accessed off Parkside Road, was previously farmland.
Report No. 5/04/1326
Archive: CRO(K)

Kendal: Yard 2, Stricklandgate
SD 5142 9272 
Philip Cracknell, Philip Cracknell Historic Building Survey and Archaeological Illustration

Watching brief conducted during the development of new retail premises on the site
of a former stone-built shed immediately following its demolition, at the western end
of Yard 2 off Stricklandgate. Early maps show the site clear of built structures, until a
building was constructed immediately to the north of the site sometime between
1833 and 1853. Foundations for the southern and eastern wall of this were identified
during the watching brief. The 2nd Edition Ordnance Survey map of 1912 shows
that an east-west orientated building had been erected across the majority of the
development site. No trace of this building was observed during the watching brief
however. Although Stricklandgate formed part of the main north-south thoroughfare
through medieval Kendal, no medieval finds or archaeological features were
identified during the groundworks, and the few finds that were recovered dated to the
18th and 19th centuries. Therefore, either medieval burgage plots did not extend this
far west from Stricklandgate, or the excavation did not extend to a sufficient depth
below the present ground surface to expose earlier archaeological deposits.
Report No. 5/04/1229
Archive: Kendal Museum

Kendal: Yard 52, Stramongate
SD 5171 9290 
Elizabeth Jones and Mhairi Haste, Headland Archaeology Ltd

Archaeological desk-based assessment and evaluation excavation undertaken in
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April and May 2004 to the rear of 52 Stramongate, Kendal, a Listed Grade II late-
18th century town house built for John (“Squire”) Hoggarth. Four evaluation
trenches were excavated, revealing a similar sequence of land use as seen elsewhere
in the centre of Kendal, from a medieval garden backplot through to post-medieval
and modern domestic activity associated with the house. A profile of cultivation soil
containing a large quantity of 12th-14th century pottery and occasional fragments of
burnt daub and charcoal were identified. This was relatively undisturbed except to
the north where modern activity and levelling for a car park in the 1960s had taken
place. Cut into this soil profile were a series of pits, a cobbled surface and a drain,
dating stratigraphically, and from the finds recovered, to the 18th/19th century.
Modern features found included service trenches, and a pit which contained a large
number of articulated animal skeletons thought to relate to the veterinary clinic that
has occupied buildings to the east of the yard for the past 70 years. 

Further evaluation of the area took place in September. One trench was
excavated, located specifically to identify the possibility of earlier boundaries
surviving below recently demolished outhouses. The evaluation revealed medieval
garden/cultivation soil deposits preserved under successive levelling layers, cut by a
probable 19th century boundary ditch which was later replaced by two phases of
walling on the same alignment. Cartographic evidence suggests this boundary
represents the extent of the original burgage plot behind the street.
Report No. 5/04/1239 and 5/04/1282
Archive: Kendal Museum

Kendal: Yards 110 and 112, Stricklandgate
SD 5144 9298 
Mark Bagwell, Oxford Archaeology North

Archaeological excavation conducted in former burgage plots to the rear of 104-112
Stricklandgate, following an earlier evaluation in 2001 which revealed two pits
containing 12th to 14th century pottery. The excavation demonstrated that although
this area lay towards the edge of the main focus of medieval Kendal, significant
activity was taking place on the site from the medieval period. 

There was no structural evidence for occupation on the site, but the features
found were typical of those expected within the rear of burgage plots. Twenty-one
medieval features, predominantly quarry and rubbish pits, and two stone-lined
latrines were recorded, and based on the large assemblage of well-stratified pottery
recovered, these features represent two broad phases of activity from the late-12th to
mid-14th centuries, and the late-14th to 17th centuries. Further post-excavation
analysis has been proposed, and publication of the results recommended.
Report No. 5/04/1330
Archive: Kendal Museum, CRO(K)

Keswick to Penrith Railway
NY 5116 2995 to NY 2700 2380
Caron Newman, Egerton Lea Consultancy Ltd

An initial appraisal of the three proposed routes for a new railway between Keswick
to Penrith, utilising the site of the former mid-19th century Cockermouth, Keswick
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and Penrith Railway. No new archaeological information was noted, but further
detailed assessments will be undertaken.
Report No. 3/04/1261
Archive: CRO(K)

King’s Meaburn: King’s Meaburn Mill
NY 6187 2042 
Peter Ryder, Peter F. Ryder Historic Buildings Consultant

Building survey conducted on the upstanding remains of a Grade II Listed water
mill prior to proposals for its conversion for residential use. Despite documentary
references to a mill on this site from at least 1327, no visible evidence of any
structure that clearly pre-dated the present mill was found. The present mill was
found to be a good example of an early-Victorian corn mill, which still retained its
principal machinery.
Report No. 3/04/1205
Archive: Penrith Museum

Kirkby Lonsdale: Chapel House Farm, Casterton
SD 6210 7805 
Fiona Wooler, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Building survey undertaken prior to the conversion of two barns into residential
accommodation. The buildings surveyed comprise of a disused threshing barn and a
grain-store (possibly for corn as few ventilation slits were present) which date to at
least the 1770s. The possible corn barn may contain reused stone from the nearby
medieval chapel of St Columb, which was extant in 1692 but had been destroyed
sometime before 1777. Additional stores, and a possible gin-case for when the farm
later became mechanised, were added after c.1899. These buildings represent a
good regional example of well-built 18th century farm buildings that housed
agricultural processes prior to mechanisation.
Report No. 5/04/1260
Archive: CRO(K)

Lanercost: Dacre Hall, Lanercost Augustinian Priory
NY 5558 6371 
A. J. Arnold, R. E. Howard and Dr C. D. Litton, Centre for Archaeology, English
Heritage

A total of 56 samples were obtained from five different areas of Dacre Hall. The
analysis of 52 of these produced five site chronologies. The first is dated as spanning
A.D. 1350 to A.D. 1504, and the second A.D. 977 to A.D. 1256. Three other site
chronologies comprising a total of seven further samples could not be dated.

Interpretation of the sapwood on the dated samples suggests that a number of
timbers, possibly originally felled in the thirteenth century, have been reused in the
roof. Some principal roof timbers, particularly at the northern end, were felled in
A.D. 1465. Other timbers of the hall roof, particularly those of the southern trusses,
have an estimated felling date in the range A.D. 1502 to A.D. 1527. Many of the
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timbers of the first floor frame appear to have been felled c.A.D. 1507. It is possible
that this work, and that to the southern trusses, occurred at the same time. No
timber from the immediate post-Dissolution period was found.
Report No. 1/04/1243
Archive: English Heritage

Lanercost: Lanercost Priory
NY 556 637 
Paul Gajos, Oxford Archaeology North

Watching brief conducted during the excavation of a new utility trench located
outside the present priory grounds. Much of the trench was excavated through
ground disturbed by earlier pipe trenches and the road (an unclassified B road from
Brampton to Birdoswald). Even in undisturbed areas, however, no archaeological
remains of any significance were encountered, indicating that the extant boundary of
the priory has remained relatively unchanged.
Report No. 1/04/1204
Archive: CRO(C)

Levens: 7 Nelson Square
SD 4852 8569 
Paul Gajos, Oxford Archaeology North

Further archaeological investigation of a proposed development site following the
discovery of a possible prehistoric crouched inhumation burial in 2002. An area
approximately 140 sqm was excavated and found to contain a further four crouched
inhumations, placed in grave cuts aligned either north-east/south-west or north/
south, along with several late post-medieval features such as pits which contained
19th to 20th century domestic material. 

No artefactual material was recovered from any of the graves and so dating relied
on radiocarbon analysis of the bones. This produced a date in the late Iron Age
(172-44 cal BC (2089±24 BP, KIA 24385)) for one of the burials. Flat inhumation
cemeteries dating to the Iron Age are a very rare monument nationally and, until
now, unknown in the North West of England. Further research analysis has been
proposed, and the results are to be published in these Transactions.
Report No. 5/04/1319
Archive: Kendal Museum, CRO(K)

Levens: Ninezergh Lane Garden Wall and Ha-Ha, Levens Hall
SD 495 849 
Nigel Neil, Nigel Neil Archaeological Services

An archaeological desk-based assessment and building survey carried out in advance
of repairs to a c.200 m length of garden wall between “The Wilderness” and
Ninezergh Lane and the Ha-Ha to the south-west of Levens Hall. The Ha-Ha is a
Grade II listed building, and both structures lie within a Grade I registered historic
park and garden.

The Ha-Ha was built between November 1693 and April 1694, with repairs
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carried out in the late-19th century/early-20th century, and a new parapet added in
1993-4. The garden wall was built between July 1694 and May 1695 with several
rebuilds and repair works conducted in the preceeding centuries. Both structures
formed part of the fashionable French designer Monsieur Guillaume Beamont’s
garden design for Colonel James Grahme, owner of Levens Hall from 1689. This
makes the Ha-Ha arguably the earliest surviving example in Britain, and pre-dates
the conventional early-18th century date for the introduction of this feature by
Charles Bridgeman and William Kent.
Report No. 5/04/1294
Archive: CRO(K)

Little Urswick: Land adjacent to Park Garth
SD 2635 7350 
Jo Dawson and Hannah Gajos, Oxford Archaeology North

Archaeological assessment of land proposed for residential development on the edge
of the medieval village of Little Urswick. Cartographic research identified post-
medieval and relatively modern features on the site. Excavation of the new
foundation and service trenches found the site to be highly disturbed by drainage
and sewage pipes for the surrounding modern houses. The foundations of a field
boundary wall were seen during a topsoil strip for a new access road to the south.
No further archaeological features were identified.
Report No. 5/04/1306
Archive: CRO(B)

Longtown: 27-33 Eskbank
NY 3876 6860 
Candy Hatherley, Headland Archaeology Ltd

Watching brief undertaken during the excavation of footings and service trenches for
the construction of a new residential development to the rear of 27-33 Eskbank,
Longtown. No archaeological features or deposits were identified.
Report No. 1/04/1293
Archive: CRO(C)

Longtown: 5-13 Netherby Street
NY 3793 6880 
M. Dalland and J. Dawson, Headland Archaeology Ltd

A desk-based assessment and evaluation excavation undertaken in January and
October 2003. The desk-based analysis showed that the site remained undeveloped
until the 1790s, but had been built on by 1804. The earliest buildings documented
on the site are thought to date from the improvements carried out by Robert
Graham who inherited the Netherby Estate in 1757 and established the existing
street plan of Longtown, with rows of houses extending to either side of a central
street. The First Edition Ordnance Survey map of 1864 shows buildings arranged
around a central yard, accessed from Netherby Street by a covered vennel.
Alterations to the original plan are visible on the Second Edition Ordnance Survey
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map of 1899, with the buildings on the street frontage having been rebuilt or
extended to the rear into the courtyard. Following a fire in the 1960s, all the
buildings on the site were demolished to their foundations and the most recent use
of the site was as a builder’s yard. 

Three trenches were initially excavated, revealing the foundations of some of
these buildings. Two additional trenches were later excavated to further assess the
site. A trench along the street frontage revealed the foundations of a building that
was probably erected as workers’ housing in the late-18th or early-19th century.
Extensions to the rear of this building had been added in the later-19th century. On
the south-west side of the site, the foundations of a structure that functioned as a
stable or other outbuilding were revealed, with two phases of cobbled and paved
floor surfaces, facing onto a cobbled yard to the rear of the street frontage. This
building was constructed as the site was developed into an urban court during the
19th century. For a more detailed report see these Transactions pages 249-254.
Report No. 1/03/465 and 1/04/1264
Archive: CRO(C)

Longtown: Moor Road
NY 3855 6880 
Frank Giecco, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Desk-based assessment and field evaluation conducted on a large area of
undeveloped land to the east of Longtown in December 2003. No archaeological
features were encountered during the evaluation, other than 20th century material
filling an excavated pit or natural hollow in the centre of the development site and
thought possibly associated with the construction of an adjacent housing estate.
Report No. 1/04/1211
Archive: CRO(C)

Maryport: Netherhall School
NY 0447 3691 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Archaeological assessment of land to the south-east of Netherall School, Maryport.
Three trial trenches were excavated, revealing a number of small, irregular shaped
pits and a series of stakeholes cut into the natural subsoil. No dating material was
recovered from within these features, and their purpose could not be ascertained
other than the stakeholes may have formed part of a temporary structure that has left
no further trace.
Report No. 2/04/1259
Archive: CRO(W)

Maryport: Strand Street
NY 0338 3678 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Desk-based assessment and evaluation of a former post-medieval shipyard site at
Maryport harbour. The evaluation located the archaeological remains of a late-19th
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century blacksmith’s workshop and carpenter’s workshop, but did not reveal
evidence of the former slipway shown on the 1st Edition Ordnance Survey map.
Report No. 2/04/1202
Archive: CRO(W)

Maryport: Westlands Farm, Crosby
NY 0733 3843 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Desk-based assessment, field evaluation and watching brief at Westlands Farm prior
to a proposal for residential development. Westlands Farm contains a Grade II
Listed farmhouse and attached barn dating from the later-17th century. The
farmland was landscaped in the 20th century and a substantial building erected,
which was demolished prior to the field evaluation. The site lies close to the main
road through the village of Crosby, at a right angle to the medieval village green, and
also lies close to the site of two prehistoric enclosures.

Six trenches were excavated during the evaluation. A linear ditch containing a
sherd of 14th century pottery was observed in one trench and the remains of an
undated cobbled path in another. No further archaeological evidence was observed
in the remaining trenches. Neither of these two features was identified during a later
watching brief. The course of the ditch is therefore uncertain, and it is considered
possible that the site was situated on the periphery of the medieval settlement of
Crosby, constituting agricultural land until it was built on in the 20th century.
Report No. 2/04/1236 and 2/04/1337
Archive: Tullie House Museum

Melmerby: Townhead Farm
NY 6160 3713 
Daniel Elsworth and Andrew Bates, Oxford Archaeology North

Building survey and evaluation at Townhead Farm prior to the demolition and
redevelopment of disused farm buildings in 2002. The buildings comprise of three
ranges of barns, byres and other agricultural buildings arranged around a central
courtyard. The east range was found to have been built first, sometime in the 
18th century, and the north-east and north-west ranges perhaps only a few centuries
later.

Evaluation trenches were positioned within the footings of two proposed new
houses and on the site of the northern part of the east range following its demolition.
No features of archaeological interest pre-dating the post-medieval period were
identified, with the exception of two shallow linear features whose date and purpose
was unresolved.
Report No. 3/03/1121
Archive: Penrith Museum

Middleton: High Stockdale Bridge
NY 62668 86846 
Capita Symonds, Capita Symonds Structures Consultancy
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Capita Symonds were commissioned by Cumbria County Council to carry out
investigation works at High Stockdale Bridge in order to assess the load bearing
capacity of the bridge in accordance with European Standards. The bridge, a
Scheduled Monument, is located near Middleton, Sedbergh, and carries the
carriageway over Stockdale Gill. Two test pits, excavated in the centre of the bridge,
revealed only modern deposits in one test pit beneath the bitumen surface, and a fill
containing large boulders of unknown date in the other.
Report No. 5/04/1275
Archive: Capita Symonds

Milnthorpe: 11 The Square
SD 49788 81475 
Jo Dawson, Oxford Archaeology North

Desk-based assessment and watching brief conducted on the site of a former post-
medieval butchers shop, located in an area of high archaeological importance as
defined by documentary sources. No surviving archaeological deposits were
observed during the watching brief, however, suggesting the construction and
demolition of the post-medieval building had potentially removed any earlier,
medieval material that may have existed on the site.
Report No. 5/04/1203
Archive: CRO(K)

Morland: Hall Farm
NY 6000 2245 
Fiona Wooler and Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Desk-based assessment, building survey and evaluation undertaken prior to the
conversion of disused Grade II Listed agricultural buildings into three dwellings and
the construction of eight new dwellings at Hall Farm, Morland. This farm ceased to
function as a working dairy farm following the foot-and-mouth epidemic in 2001.
The buildings surveyed were empty of any associated machinery that would have
existed prior to its closure.

The building range surveyed, which comprised of a large threshing barn, gin-
gang, byres and outbuildings, were built between the mid-18th to 20th centuries and
survive in a good condition. At least two buildings visible on the 1st Edition
Ordnance Survey map of 1859 have since been destroyed and may have included
stables of which there is no evidence in the buildings studied. Although not of
national importance, the buildings were found to be of local importance and good
examples of structures used to house changing technology operating within a mixed
agricultural economy. A total of ten trenches were excavated across the proposed
development area. No significant archaeological features or deposits were identified.
The finds recovered mostly consisted of 19th century pottery fragments and
metalwork. Two sherds of unstratified medieval pottery were also recorded,
including one sherd of green-glazed ware dating to the 13th and 14th centuries.
Report No. 3/04/1273
Archive: Penrith Museum
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New Hutton: Roan Edge Quarry
SD 5840 9250 
Jo Dawson, Oxford Archaeology North

A desk-based assessment and walkover survey conducted for the area of a proposed
extension to an existing grit stone quarry, forming part of an Environmental Impact
Assessment. The survey area was found to be typically poorly drained moorland
with several streams crossing it, and covered with vegetation usually found
associated with this type of landscape. Although this reduced visibility across the
site, two new archaeological features were observed. Both were depressions cut to
the bedrock, representing the results of extractive activity in the form of quarrying,
mining or peat cutting, of unknown date.
Report No. 5/04/1244
Archive: CRO(K)

Newbiggin: Townfoot Farm
NY 5627 4904 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Watching brief conducted during the excavation of footings for a new residential
building at Townhead Farm. The development lies within close proximity to a
former bastle, a Grade II* Listed building dating to the 16th century, and a Grade II
Listed early-18th century farmhouse.

The groundworks revealed the foundations of a late-19th century rectangular
barn and a number of linear field drains and sewage trenches. No evidence of
medieval activity relating to the bastle, or earlier farmstead, was found.
Report No. 3/04/1291
Archive: Penrith Museum

Newton Arlosh: Middle Farm
NY 1965 5501 
Frank Giecco, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

An evaluation was undertaken of two former clay built buildings, one (a farmhouse)
was demolished following the wet summer of 1976, and the other (a barn) following
foot and mouth disinfection in 2001. The footings of the barn were noted but no
evidence for the farmhouse was found.
Report No. 2/04/1284
Archive: CRO(W)

Newton Reigny: East View
NY 48020 31510 
Paul Gajos, Oxford Archaeology North

Archaeological evaluation undertaken to the north of East View cottage in the
medieval village of Newton Reigny, located between the main road through the
village and its historic back lane, in what was once agricultural land belonging to a
medieval croft. A Scheduled moated site and the Grade II* Listed Church of St
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John are located less than 100 m away, and Catterlen Hall, a Scheduled and Grade I
Listed mid-15th century tower house, survives to the north of the village.

One trench was excavated within the footings of a proposed new residential
building. Despite the wealth of evidence surviving within the immediate vicinity of
the site, no archaeological features other than buried soil deposits relating to
agricultural activity were identified during the evaluation.
Report No. 3/04/1232
Archive: Tullie House Museum

Newtown: Croft House
NY 4970 6259 
Gerry Martin, Gerry Martin Archaeological Consultant

Watching brief in May 2004 to the rear of Croft House at Newtown. The site lies
within the vicinity of Hadrian’s Wall, and is reputed to be of 17th century date. No
archaeological features or artefacts were identified during the groundworks, and the
age of the house could not be validated from this exercise.
Report No. 1/04/1248
Archive: Tullie House Museum

Papcastle: Papcastle House
NY 1079 3135 
F. Giecco and P. Crompton, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Two evaluation trenches excavated to the rear of Papcastle House. Both trenches
revealed evidence of major terracing in the 19th century. A series of substantial
postholes were identified which may have formed a putative south-western corner of
a timber building. One sherd of pottery dates the building to the 13th-14th century.
A highly truncated linear ditch or gully was also noted to the north. No Roman
deposits were identified during the evaluation, suggesting that the site was situated
outside the Roman vicus.
Report No. 2/04/1289
Archive: CRO(W)

Penrith: Gregg’s Bakery, Hutton Hall, Friargate
NY 5180 3020 
Fiona Wooler and Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Archaeological assessment in advance of a proposed development on the site of
Gregg’s Bakery, Penrith, which was built in the 20th century. The site has a high
potential for surviving archaeological remains as it lies within the core of the
medieval town, and in the immediate vicinity of the Grade II* Listed Hutton Hall
which consists of a 14th/15th century pele tower with Elizabethan range to the front,
and an early-18th century mansion house, later Masonic Hall, to the side. Further
archaeological investigation has been proposed.
Report No. 3/04/1317
Archive: Penrith Museum
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Penrith: Stagstones Mansion
NY 5339 3164 
Daniel Elsworth and Chris Wild, Oxford Archaeology North

Final report produced following an interim written in 2002, on a desk-based
assessment and fabric survey of the former Georgian house at Stagstones Farm,
Penrith, prior to its demolition. Three phases of construction and alteration were
identified, begun in the late-18th/early-19th century with a variation of the double-
pile design with a ground floor hallway. The house was then upgraded between
1867-1900, as revealed in sale documents, to produce a much grander mansion by
extending the original house in all directions. The surrounding gardens also appear
to have been redesigned at this time. Finally, in the 20th century, internal
reorientation of the house took place. A new large window appears to have been
inserted in the western wall, blocking a ground floor fireplace, and it appears likely
that the stair was also removed at this time. It is not clear from surviving standing
remains or from historical records when the mansion and surrounding gardens
became disused and derelict. 

As there was little direct evidence of activity on the site prior to the construction
of the first house at Stagstones, the presence of a cup and ring marked stone
incorporated within the garden wall was interpreted as not in situ and most likely
imported to the mansion as a garden feature.
Report No. 3/04/1224
Archive: CRO(K)

Rickerby: Study Quiet, Rickerby North Lodge
NY 4130 5714 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Watching brief during the excavation of foundation trenches for the extension of
“Study Quiet”, a Grade II Listed gate lodge at the northern end of Rickerby Park.
The lodge was built in 1835 by George Head. His motto was “Study Quiet”, which
can be seen written next to his coat of arms above the entrance to the lodge. No
archaeological structures or deposits were revealed during the watching brief.
Report No. 1/04/1252
Archive: CRO(C)

Sandford: Field 8223, Doby Lane
NY 7285 1625 
Magnus Kirby, CFA Archaeology Ltd

Archaeological evaluation undertaken in a small pasture field off Doby Lane,
Sandford, prior to the construction of a single residential dwelling. Four trenches
were excavated, revealing evidence of two shallow pits of unknown function. One pit
contained a sherd of medieval or post-medieval pottery. Investigation of the banks
surrounding the field found them to be constructed of earth. Cartographic evidence
shows they were built sometime between 1844 and 1859.
Report No. 3/04/1301
Archive: CRO(K)
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Silloth: Bank Mill Nurseries, Beckfoot
NY 0871 4791 
Jan Walker, Jan Walker Archaeological Consultant

Watching brief during the creation of a wetland area to encourage wading birds and
other wildlife as part of a Countryside Stewardship Scheme. The site lies within a
field that has been subjected to regular ploughing, in close proximity to two
Romano-British occupation sites, and is in Hadrian’s Wall Turret 15b. 

Topsoil was removed from an area measuring 100 m long by 20 m wide, and up to
0.25 m deep in order to create a natural clay base for the wetland area. The spoil
was scanned with a metal detector. No significant archaeological features or finds
were found.
Report No. 2/04/1279
Archive: CRO(C)

Silloth: Silloth School, Liddell Street
NY 112 539 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Archaeological evaluation of land at Silloth School prior to the construction of a new
childcare facility. One trench was excavated. No archaeological features were
identified.
Report No. 2/04/1327
Archive: CRO(C)

Silloth: Solway Lido
NY 1166 5417 
Hannah Gajos, Oxford Archaeology North

A desk-based assessment and rapid walkover survey were conducted in December
2003 in advance of proposals to extend an existing caravan park, located within the
environs of Hadrian’s Wall World Heritage Site. In addition to 22 sites recorded on
the SMR, this research identified a further eight previously unknown sites, including
four possible pillboxes in various states of disuse and decay.
Report No. 2/04/1206
Archive: CRO(C)

Silloth: Solway Lido
NY 1166 5417 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Archaeological field evaluation on land at Solway Lido, following a desk-based
assessment and rapid identification survey of the site undertaken by Oxford
Archaeology North in December 2003. Eleven trial trenches were dug, revealing a
series of substantial linear ditches which crossed the site in an east-west and north-
south orientation. There were also a number of smaller ditches which crossed the site
on a north-south alignment and interpreted as possible palisade slots. Three ditches
were found to contain a significant amount of slag within their upper fills and
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quantities of charred grain in their lower fills. This activity was concentrated in the
north-western third of the site. It was initially interpreted as evidence for settlement
of prehistoric date, but radio-carbon dating since has concluded a 10th century date.
Report No. 2/04/1228
Archive: CRO(C)

Skelton: Stone House, Skelton Wood End
NY 4134 3874 
Jan Walker, Jan Walker Archaeological Consultant

Survey of a former two-storey, four-bay threshing barn adjoining the farmhouse
prior to its conversion in 2004. Documentary evidence dates the barn to c.1829.
Report No. 3/04/1212
Archive: Penrith Museum

Talkin: Townfoot Farm Barn
NY 5484 5746 
P. Cracknell and F. Wooler, Philip Cracknell Historic Building Survey and Archaeological
Illustration

Survey of the last remaining building to be converted to residential use, following
the closure of the farm in c.1980. The barn probably dates to the late-18th/early-
19th century and had been substantially altered during the 19th century. It has
remained unchanged since, except for a new roof following a fire in the 1970s which
also destroyed its internal fixtures.
Report No. 1/04/1290
Archive: CRO(C)

Ulverston: 2-3 Union Lane
SD 2848 7860 
Gerry Martin, Gerry Martin Archaeological Consultant

Archaeological watching brief undertaken during groundworks for the construction
of a new residential dwelling between two existing properties on the northern edge
of the medieval town of Ulverston. The only feature found was a probable modern
boundary ditch. The remainder of the site was found to have been truncated by 20th
century disturbance.
Report No. 5/04/1307
Archive: CRO(B)

Ulverston: Former Bugle Horn Inn
SD 2857 7857 
Jo Dawson, Oxford Archaeology North

An archaeological desk-based assessment and evaluation undertaken on land to the
rear of the former Bugle Horn, in advance of a proposed residential development.
The site lies on the main medieval road network, to the north of the town. The
Bugle Horn operated as an inn from at least 1821. The façade was rebuilt in 1854 to
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which the sandstone date stone refers that can be currently observed on the
building. It remained in use as an inn until at least the mid-20th century when it
became empty, although a coal yard was operated from the premises in the 1880s.

A visual inspection confirmed that approximately 0.7 m of overburden across the
site had been previously removed, and that the majority of demolition rubble from
the present building had been disposed of within a cellar on site. One evaluation
trench was excavated. It revealed a disturbed natural layer with a small amount of
building rubble inclusions, possibly dating to the medieval period. Cut into this was
a 19th century soak-away. Finds comprised late-19th century pottery and glass, and
several fragments of clay pipe stem.
Report No. 5/04/1278
Archive: CRO(B)

Ulverston: Millers Garage, 15 The Gill
SD 2847 7848 
Hannah Gajos, Oxford Archaeology North

Archaeological assessment and evaluation undertaken prior to the redevelopment of
land located within the medieval and post-medieval core of the town. Map
regression showed buildings existing on the site, fronting onto The Gill, from the
17th century onwards. These had most likely been a row of cottages, built within
tenement plots whose boundaries may have been medieval in origin. The buildings
were demolished in the late-20th century when the garage was erected. No
development appeared to have taken place on the western side of the development
site, but archaeologists found this area to have been heavily disturbed through
modern terracing which had removed overlying deposits down to natural soils.

Two trial trenches were excavated on the undisturbed eastern side of the site, and
a watching brief was subsequently undertaken during the excavation of all the
footprints for the new development within this area. Evidence of the probable
cottages was found in the form of a wall, cobbled area and several layers of dumped
domestic refuse deposits, together with a ceramic assemblage and other finds dating
from the 17th to 20th centuries. The archaeological stratigraphy was seen to
continue below the required development depth of 1.20 m, therefore potential
medieval deposits were preserved in situ.
Report No. 5/04/1332
Archive: CRO(B)

Walton: High Dovecote Farm
NY 5309 6436 
Andy Bates, Oxford Archaeology North

Excavation of a trench across the projected line of Hadrian’s Wall and wall ditch at
High Dovecote Farm, to assess the condition of the Wall within the Scheduled Area
during drainage improvement works. No remains of the Wall or its foundations were
identified within the trench, suggesting the Wall had been entirely removed by the
construction of an access lane to the farm. Similarly, the Wall ditch was also absent,
suggesting that a defensive bank, rather than a ditch, had been created in this 
section of the frontier, making use of the natural contours of the land and therefore
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forming a ditch-like feature whose remains are still visible in the same field to the east.
Report No. 1/04/1215
Archive: Tullie House Museum

Warwick-on-Eden: Tithebarn Hill Farm, Warwick Green
NY 465 566 
Alan Williams, Alan Williams Archaeology

Desk-based assessment and building survey in advance of proposals to convert the
now disused farmhouse (a Grade II Listed building) and agricultural buildings at
Tithebarn Hill Farm. This farm was one of the Warwick Estate farms, a relatively
small landholding centred on Warwick Hall to the north-east of Tithebarn Hill
Farm. The farm, as a discrete landholding, was probably in existence in the 18th
century, but the current form of the farm ranges and farmhouse to the south were
only put in place in the 1830s and 1840s. The group has not been radically altered
since this time, and the farmhouse, a substantial barn, byres, stables and a horse-
wheel house, are all of local or regional interest.
Report No. 1/04/1267
Archive: CRO(C)

Waterhead: Birdoswald Roman Fort, Hadrian’s Wall
NY 6162 6618 
Mark Bagwell, Oxford Archaeology North

Watching brief during repairs to a leaking water pipe buried immediately south-east
of the fort, within the site of the fort’s extra-mural settlement. No archaeological
remains were identified, reflecting previous disturbance by the pipeline. One
unstratified sherd of Samian ware was recovered.
Report No. 1/04/1250
Archive: Tullie House Museum

West Silloth: Greenrow
NY 111 527 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Archaeological desk-based assessment of land at Greenrow prior to a proposed
residential development. The assessment revealed that the site was used as
agricultural farmland until the mid-20th century when a car showroom was built,
and borehole data supplied by the client showed extensive disturbance occurred
during its construction.
Report No. 2/04/1308
Archive: CRO(C)

Whitehaven: Castle Mews, Coach Road
NX 9770 1775 
Paul Clark, Oxford Archaeology North

Archaeological desk-based assessment and evaluation of disused land immediately
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south of Whitehaven Castle, formerly Flatt Hall and now used as a hospital.
Cartographic evidence shows the site was occupied by a number of buildings,
possibly associated with Whitehaven Castle, from at least 1774. In the mid-19th
century the Whitehaven Riding School was built on the site, seemingly going out of
use by 1925 when its main building is no longer shown on Ordnance Survey maps.
All standing remains had been cleared by 1938. Three trial trenches were excavated
to investigate the former buildings. At a shallow depth but nevertheless well
preserved, sections of several walls, cobbled paths and a large cobbled area
representing a possible courtyard for the riding school were identified. No evidence
predating the post-medieval period was found.
Report No. 4/04/1334
Archive: CRO(W)

Whitehaven: Land at Preston Street, The Ginns and Coach Road
NX 9733 1746 
Paul Clark, Oxford Archaeology North

Desk-based assessment conducted covering Preston Street, The Ginns and Coach
Road, Whitehaven, in advance of proposals for a new food store and associated
facilities. Sites affected by the proposed development include the Ginns Fever
hospital of 1819, the Preston Street pottery of 1813, the Copperas dye extraction
works of 1718, the Ginns windmill, built between 1681 and 1700, and the Old Glass
House of 1732. The Preston Street pottery and the Copperas works are considered to
be of regional importance, and the Old Glass House possibly of national importance,
and as such an archaeological evaluation has been recommended.
Report No. 4/04/1281
Archive: CRO(W)

Whitehaven: Tesco Stores Ltd, North Shore Road
NX 9737 1862 
Paul Chadwick, CgMs Consulting Ltd

Desk-based assessment of the current site of Tesco Stores to assess its potential for
redevelopment. The assessment found the site initially lay away from the main focus
of urban and industrial development at Whitehaven until the mid-18th century.
From the 1750s to 1900 the western and central portions of the site were occupied
by the Brocklebank’s Shipbuilding Yard and latterly ship repair yards. From 1846,
the eastern part of the site was occupied by Bransty railway station and related
sidings, an engine shed, and The Lonsdale Hotel which was renamed when it was
bought by the Whitehaven and Furness Junction Railway Company in 1847.

A geotechnical bore hole and test pit survey undertaken in 1990 found that the
site comprised of a significant depth of made ground, overlying a low raised beach
deposit of sand and gravel and glacial till. It is thought that any surviving evidence of
the known 18th and 19th century activity on the site has either been destroyed by
later redevelopment, or is buried at such depth beneath the modern made ground
that it will not be affected by the present development proposals.
Report No. 4/04/1331
Archive: CRO(W)
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Wigton: Grange Gardens, Standingstone
NY 2530 4920 
Stuart Mitchell, CFA Archaeology Ltd

Archaeological excavation conducted across two adjoining fields on the northern
edge of Wigton in advance of a proposed residential development. The site, although
heavily damaged by flooding, revealed several features of archaeological interest,
including the remains of a field boundary system extending across both fields, two
large enclosures and a possible ring-ditch. Pairs of pits were found in both fields.

Two phases of activity were recognised although the only dating evidence
recovered was a sherd of Black Burnished Ware found from the rectangular
enclosure located in the East field. The field boundary system was found to be cut
by the two enclosures suggesting it is possibly of prehistoric date. The heavily
truncated feature interpreted as a possible ring-ditch may also be prehistoric. The
second enclosure, in the West field, could date anywhere from the later-prehistoric
period through to the post-medieval period. The function and date of the paired pits
could not be ascertained.
Report No. 2/04/1298
Archive: Tullie House Museum

Winscales: Land off Branthwaite Road, Lillyhall Industrial Estate
NY 0260 2560 
GeoQuest Associates and Oxford Archaeology North

An archaeological desk-based assessment and geophysical survey conducted by
GeoQuest Associates on land at the Lillyhall Industrial Estate in advance of
proposed industrial development. The supposed site of Winscales deserted medieval
village is recorded within the area investigated. Although earthworks were recorded
here in 1978, no earthworks were seen during the site visit in August 2004.

The earliest available cartographic maps in 1809 show the site initially formed
part of Workington and Winscales common and was worked by a J. C. Curwen. The
extant eastern field boundary may equate with that shown on this map, while
internal field boundaries appear to represent the post-enclosure field pattern. The
geophysical survey only revealed several weak, linear magnetic and resistivity
anomalies possibly representing silted ditches or land drains.

An evaluation excavation was conducted in October by Oxford Archaeology
North. The evaluation found no evidence of the medieval village extending into the
area investigated, and the geophysical anomalies were found to be modern land
drains. No further archaeological features were identified, and only two sherds of
late-17th to 20th century pottery were recovered.
Report No. 2/04/1299 and 2/04/1315
Archive: CRO(W)

Workington: High Cloffocks
NY 003 290 
Chris Jones, North Pennines Archaeology Ltd

Desk-based assessment undertaken to assess the archaeological potential of an
historic area of land known as High Cloffocks to the west of Workington Hall. The
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study area, developed from riverine deposits, between the south bank of the River
Derwent to the north and a mill race for Workington Hall Mill to the south. The
course of the millrace across The Cloffocks has been altered at least twice since the
late-19th century. A racecourse is known to have existed on The Cloffocks, and the
area was also the scene of a ritual Easter Tuesday football event which had its
origins after 1700. The game was initially played between the “Uppies” and
“Downies”, colliers and sailors, who had to move the ball to either Merchant’s Quay
or towards Workington Hall. The assessment found little evidence to suggest the
area had been used for anything other than recreational purposes.
Report No. 2/04/1276
Archive: CRO(W)

Workington: St John’s Precinct
NY 0039 2862 
Andrew Bates and Emily Mercer, Oxford Archaeology North

First phase of archaeological investigation prior to redevelopment of St John’s
Precinct, Workington town centre, consisting of an evaluation trench dug in the
footings of a former Presbyterian Church immediately following its demolition. The
trench contained a mid-19th century rubbish pit and foundations of the church;
however, the restrictive size and nature of the trench did not allow for full
understanding of the evidence. Further evaluation is therefore required for full
assessment of the archaeological potential and for future recommendations.
Report No. 2/04/1225
Archive: CRO(W)

LAKE DISTRICT NATIONAL PARK

Great Langdale: Site 123, Harrison Coombe 
NY 2756 0737
Oxford Archaeology North

In advance of the up-grading of a section of footpath an excavation of a single trench
measuring 7.7 m in length and 2 m wide was excavated over a known prehistoric
Langdale Axe production site. A single layer of worked waste flakes was identified,
which had been disturbed by footpath erosion.
Report No. 2004/254
Archive: Kendal Museum

Hayeswater Pipeline: Bankwood to Raisbeck
NY 6437 0758 to NY 7317 1948
Oxford Archaeology North

A rapid appraisal of the route of a pipeline including desk-based assessment and
walkover survey.
Report No. 2002-3/80
Archive: CRO(K)
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Hayeswater Pipeline: Shap to Pooley Bridge
NY 4781 2492 to NY 5615 1256
Oxford Archaeology North

A rapid appraisal of the route of a pipeline including desk-based assessment and
walkover survey.
Report No. 2002-3/80
Archive: CRO(K)

Hayeswater Pipeline: Barton to Hartsop
NY 4662 2171 to NY 4096 1346
Oxford Archaeology North

A rapid appraisal of the route of a pipeline including desk-based assessment and
walkover survey.
Report No. 2002-3/129
Archive: CRO(K)

Hayeswater Pipeline: Braestead to Grisedale
NY 3907 1613 to NY 3767 1563
Oxford Archaeology North

A rapid appraisal of the route of a pipeline including desk-based assessment and
walkover survey.
Report No. 2002-3/129
Archive: CRO(K)

Lowther: Lowther Deer-Park
NY 528 238
Oxford Archaeology North

The area was evaluated in order to inform the proposed construction of a new Estate
House and an associated access road. The land lies on the edge of a Decoy Pond
and is within a medieval deer-park. A trench measuring 50 m by 15 m was excavated
on the site of the proposed house. The trench revealed topsoil overlying sandstone
bedrock, but no archaeological features. There is a possibility that the former park
boundary survives as a sub-surface feature just to the north of the trench. A
topographic survey was undertaken on land proposed for the access road. This
revealed a wealth of features, including part of a Romano-British enclosed
settlement, a burnt mound and an adjacent palaeochannel which may have provided
the water source for the burnt mound.
Report No. 2004-5/324
Archive: CRO(K)
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