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Summary 
In June 2018 an archaeological trial trench evaluation was undertaken at a site located 

adjacent to the A140 and to the south of Brome Industrial Park (former Eye Airfield), 

Yaxley, Suffolk prior to the construction of a new roundabout and associated link roads. 

Nine trenches were excavated within the footprint of the proposed development 

however no archaeological finds or features were observed within the trenches. 

 



Plans

S.14

Limit of Excavation

Features

Break of Slope

Features - Conjectured

Natural Features

Sondages/Machine Strip

Intrusion/Truncation

Illustrated Section

Limit of Excavation

Cut

Cut - Uncertain

Deposit Horizon

Deposit Horizon - Uncertain

Intrusion/Truncation

Break in Section

Sections

0008Cut Number

Cut Number

Deposit Number

Ordnance Datum

Archaeological Feature

Modern Cut

Drawing Conventions 

S
55.27

N

0089

0088



1 

1. Introduction 
Between the 21st and 25th June 2018, Suffolk Archaeology CIC (SACIC) carried out an 

archaeological evaluation on a piece of land adjacent to the A140 and to the south of 

Brome Industrial Park (former Eye Airfield), Yaxley, Suffolk. The project was 

commissioned by Suffolk Highways and undertaken according to a Brief (dated 

23/03/2018) produced by the Archaeological Advisor (AA) to the Local Planning 

Authority (LPA), Rachael Abraham of Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service 

(SCCAS), and then addressed by a SACIC Written Scheme of Investigation (Boulter, 

2018, Appendix 1). 

 
This evaluation was required under the terms of the National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF) in order to inform proposals for the development of the site. The 

proposed development consists of a new roundabout and associated linking roads. 

 
The site is located in the Mid Suffolk district of Suffolk, within the civil parish of Yaxley, 

centred on NGR TM 1252 7418. The site comprises an irregular parcel of land 

encompassing 6.1 hectares. The areas affected by the development are set to grass 

and scrub to the north and agricultural crop to the south. The site is bounded to the west 

by the A140, to the north by Castleton Way and to the south and east by agricultural 

fields (Fig. 1). 

 
 

2. Geology and topography 
The British Geological Survey (2018) identifies the bedrock of the site as Neologene 

and Quaternary sands, gravels and clays, overlain with superficial deposits of 

Quaternary Period glacial till, a heterogenous mix of clays, sands and gravels. 
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3. Archaeology and historical background 
The following section provides a summary of the readily available archaeological and 

historical background to the development site and its environs. The site lies within an 

area of archaeological and historical interest, and has the potential to reveal evidence 

for a range of periods.  

 

This section has been compiled with information obtained through a 750m radius search 

of the Suffolk Historic Environment Record (HER), omitting the positions of sensitive 

sites, as well as from other readily available sources (Table 1; Fig. 1). 

 

Prehistoric artefacts and monuments within the HER search area are represented by a 

fragment from a possible bronze socketed axe (EYE 072), found to the west of the site 

and dated to the Bronze Age, and an undated mound known as ‘Beacon Hill’ (YAX 

009), which lies c.500m to the south of the site and may also be prehistoric in date. A 

prehistoric ‘burnt mound’ feature (YAX 040) was uncovered during excavations on the 

former Eye/Brome airfield, alongside Roman and medieval features and finds to the 

north of the site. Bronze Age artefacts were also amongst those uncovered through 

metal detecting within part of the HER search area (YAX 028), alongside metalwork 

finds of Roman and medieval date. 

 

The A140 road, running north to south c.350m to the west of the site, partially preserves 

the route of Pye Road (TND 004 & BRM 011), the medieval name for the Roman road 

which ran between Caistor in Norfolk and Colchester in Essex. Several Roman artefact 

scatters, consisting of metalwork, coins and pottery, are also located around the site 

(YAX 002, YAX 005, YAX 032 & YAX 016) that suggest Roman settlement in the vicinity 

of Pye Road. 

 

The present settlement of Yaxley is likely to have originated during the Saxon period. 

Yaxley was included in the Domesday survey (1086) and referred to as Jacheslea 

(Williams 2003), translated as a wood or clearing of the cuckoo (Mills 2003, 517). The 

village was quite large at this time with a population of 22.5 households, held by a man 

called Otheri and run by Bishop William of Thetford. 
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Metal detecting identified two areas with large concentrations of Saxon-period metallic 

finds, thought to have originated from two possible cremation cemeteries (YAX 016 & 

YAX 017), although both have yet to be confirmed. Metal detecting also uncovered 

several other Saxon finds within the HER search area, consisting of a cylindrical lead 

weight and fragments of what may have been a gilded bronze ‘caterpillar’ brooch and a 

saucer brooch (YAX 002), a Middle to Late Saxon coin (YAX misc.) and a bridle fitting 

(YAX 027). 

 

The centre of the village of Yaxley, c.500m to the SW of the site, contains within it the 

medieval church of St Mary (YAX 010). Also within the village are the remains of a 

medieval moated site (YAX 001), within which archaeological investigations have 

uncovered a series of medieval and post-medieval pits and ditches (YAX 020). Metal 

detecting has identified a number of scattered medieval finds within the search area, 

including an early medieval stirrup, a 13th – 14th century harness pendent and buckle, 

a 14th century coin and two 15th – early 16th century purses (all YAX misc). medieval 

artefacts were amongst those found within a scatter of pottery and metalwork (YAX 016) 

alongside finds from later periods. 

 

A post-medieval enclosure (YAX 008), once thought to represent the remains of a 

moated manor, lies 750m south of the site. Within the village of Yaxley a large, probably 

post-medieval boundary ditch (YAX 019) was uncovered at the back of a property 

fronting the north side of Mellis Road, with medieval and post-medieval features and 

finds to the north of it (YAX 036). On the northern periphery of the village, 300m north-

northwest of the site, lies a post-medieval farmhouse and associated agricultural 

buildings (YAX 021), including a threshing barn and stables. The earliest timber-framed 

structures within this group have been dated to the 16th century. 

 

The site is bounded to the south by the former Eye to Mellis Railway Branch (EYE 135), 

which was in operation between 1867 and 1964 before being dismantled in 1965. Whilst 

to the west, the site is bounded by the Yaxley A140 by-pass, constructed in the early 

1970s. A dis-used section of the original route of the Yaxley-Eye road (Castleton Way), 

that was re-routed in the 1980’s or 1990’s, runs through the centre of the site. This 
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section of road was in use prior to 1783 where it is depicted on Hodskinson Map of 

Suffolk. 

The site lies 160m southwest of the perimeter of the Second World War airfield known 

as Eye Airfield, Station 134 (EYE 072). The airfield was constructed in 1943-44 and 

became active in April 1944 and was used by various United States Army Air Force 

(USAAF) units during this period. Following the end of the war control of the airfield was 

passed to RAF Bomber Command, however the airfield was gradually run down and 

was finally sold by the Air Ministry in 1962-63 (Freeman 1978).  
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HER No. Period Description 
YAX 001 Medieval Moated site, currently unoccupied 

YAX 002 Roman Coin 

YAX 005 Roman Bronze sestertius, late 2nd century AD 

YAX 008 Post-medieval Enclosure, not now thought to be the remains of an earlier moated site 

YAX 009 Undated Beacon Hill, undated mound. Prehistoric barrow? Mill mound? 

YAX 010 Medieval Church of St Mary, Yaxley  

TNP 004 Roman Pye Road, Roman road, Yaxley to Stoke Ash segment 

YAX 002 Saxon Cylindrical lead weight, metal detector find 

BRM 011 Roman Pye Road, Roman road, Yaxley to Scole Bridge segment 

EYE 072 WWII Eye/Brome airfield, WWII American airbase. Now an industrial estate 

YAX 012 Bronze Age Possible Bronze Age socketed axe fragment 

YAX 016 Saxon Unconfirmed cremation cemetery, identified through metal detecting 

YAX 019 Post-medieval Large Post-medieval ditch in Yaxley 

YAX 021 Post-medieval 16th century onwards farmhouse and associated buildings 

YAX 030 WWII Spigot mortar and undated ditch 

YAX 032 Roman Artefact scatter 

YAX 017 Saxon Unconfirmed cremation cemetery, identified through metal detecting 

YAX 016 Roman Metal-work scatter 

YAX 016 Multi-period Metal-work scatter, medieval and later 

YAX 027 Saxon Bridle fitting, Middle to Late Saxon 

YAX misc. Undated Metal-work scatter 

YAX misc Medieval 8yt 

YAX misc Medieval Stirrup 

YAX misc Saxon Coin 

YAX misc Medieval 14th century coin 

YAX misc Medieval 13th – 14th century harness pendant 

YAX misc Medieval 15th century purse 

YAX 028 Multi-period Bronze Age to medieval artefact scatter 

YAX misc Medieval Buckle 

YAX 020 Multi-period Medieval and post-medieval ditches and pits 

YAX 036 Post-medieval Pottery and features 

EYE 135 Post-medieval Former Eye Railway Branch, in operation 1867 - 1964 

YAX 040 Multi-period Prehistoric burnt mound, Roman and medieval features 

YAX 041 Post-medieval Eye Airfield, WWII American airbase 

Table 1. Summary of HER Monuments within a 750m radius 
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4. Project Objectives
As described in the Written Scheme of Investigation the aims of the evaluation were: 

• To identify the date, approximate form and purpose of any archaeological

deposit, together with its likely extent, localised depth and quality of preservation;

• To evaluate the likely impact of past land uses, and the possible presence of

masking colluvial/alluvial deposits;

• To establish the potential for the survival of environmental evidence;

• To provide sufficient information to construct an archaeological conservation

strategy, dealing with preservation, the recording of archaeological deposits,

working practices, timetables and orders of cost.
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5. Methodology 
Nine trenches were excavated across the development area (Fig. 2). The trenches were 

opened using a mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless ditching bucket, working 

under archaeological supervision. Ploughsoil was removed, exposing the superficial 

geological layers of the site. Following excavation, the trenches were cleaned 

sufficiently to determine if archaeological remains were present. Basic trench 

information was recorded on pro-forma sheets and a photographic record was 

compiled.  

 

The ploughsoil within the line of each trench was metal detected prior to machine 

excavation and the spoil heaps were visually scanned and metal detected looking for 

the presence of archaeological artefacts.  

 

Site data has been added onto an MS Access database and recorded using the County 

HER code YAX 059.  

 

An OASIS form has been completed for the project (Reference no. suffolka1-315704 – 

Appendix 5) and a digital copy of the report submitted for inclusion on the Archaeology 

Data Service database (http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/catalogue/library/greylit).  

 

The project archive is currently located at SACIC’s office in Needham Market, but will be 

transferred to the Archaeological Store of SCCAS, upon approval of the report. 

 

Constraints  
Large mounds of earth were identified within the proposed location of Trenches 9 and 

10, some of which were over 4m high. A small sondage was excavated on the line of 

Trench 10, located on the edge of the mounds of spoil, to ascertain the depth and 

makeup of the deposits. The sondage revealed a modern made ground 1.4m deep, 

containing brick and polystyrene, laying directly over the natural geology. Due to this 

large build-up of modern material the rest of Trench 10 and the entirety of Trench 9 

were not excavated. 
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6. Results

6.1 Introduction 

This section provides a summary of the results of the evaluation by trench. Full 

descriptions of the trenches are provided in Appendix 2 and contexts in Appendix 3. 

6.2 Trench results 

Trenches 1-8 (Figure 2; Plates 1 & 2) 

The soil profile varied slightly but was largely consistent and is characterised as a 

ploughsoil of mid-dark greyish brown silty clay with common flint and pebble inclusions, 

0.20 – 0.35m thick overlying the natural strata (0014) comprising firm, orange-brown 

clay with occasional gravel, flint and chalk nodules with occasional mid brown orange 

silty clay patches. Subsoil was only present in Trenches 2-4 and comprised a mid-

orange brown silty clay with occasional pebble and flint inclusions, 0.05-0.25m thick. 

Metal detecting across the site recovered a single 19th century button from an 

unstratified context and a modern garment rivet from the topsoil of Trench 8, 0008 

(Appendix 4). 

No other archaeological finds or features were observed within Trenches 1-8. 

Trench 10 (Figure 2; Plate 3) 

The soil profile within Trench 10 comprised a modern made ground of dark brown silty 

clay with brick, concrete and polystyrene inclusions that lay directly over the natural 

strata (0014) comprising a firm, orange-brown clay with occasional gravel, flint and 

chalk nodules. 

No archaeological finds or features were observed within Trench 10. 
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Plate 1: General stratigraphy across the site; ploughsoil over natural clay, Trench 7 

Plate 2: Western end of Trench 2 highlighting ploughsoil over subsoil, 1m scale 
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Plate 3: General shot of Trench 10, 2x1m scales 
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7. Discussion and Conclusion
Early OS mapping shows that the site has been located within an agricultural setting for 

the past 130 years. The lack of subsoil within Trenches 1 and 5-8 suggest that the site 

may have been truncated in the recent past however the lack of a subsoil within these 

trenches is more likely due to the solid clay geology and not due to truncation. The 

existence of subsoil within Trenches 2-4 is likely due to the softer nature of the natural 

geology within these trenches and may have been formed from plough activity. 

The modern made ground within Trench 10 and the large mounds of earth at the 

proposed location of Trenches 9 and 10 are likely to have been deposited here at the 

time of the construction of the A140 Yaxley by-pass in the mid 1970’s or the new 

junction between the A140 and Castleton Way during the 1980-90’s. 

No archaeological finds or features were observed in the nine excavated trenches. 

While the existence of individual isolated archaeological features away from the 

trenches cannot be specifically excluded, it is unlikely that large numbers of 

archaeological features are present on the site. It is unlikely that the proposed 

development will have a significant impact on any archaeological remains. However, the 

final decision on further work rests with SCCAS. 

Confidence rating 

The evaluation took place in dry weather conditions. Full co-operation was received 

from the client and a high degree of confidence is attached to the results of the 

evaluation. 
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8. Archive deposition
The project archive consisting of all paper and digital records will be deposited with the 

Archaeological Store of SCCAS and ownership transferred within 6 months of 

completion of fieldwork. Until deposition, the archive will be kept in the SACIC store in 

Needham Market. 

The project archive will comprise: 

1. Brief

2. Written Scheme of Investigation

3. Initial Report

4. Site records

5. Finds records

6. Finds

7. Site record drawings

8. GIS data

9. Digital photographs

10. Original specialist reports and supporting information

11. CDROM with copies of all digital files
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Appendix 2. Trench List 
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Context 
No

Trench 
No

Category Description Interpretation Depth 
(m)

Over Under
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Appendix 3. Context List 





Appendix 4. Catalogue of Small finds 

Small 
Find No 

Context No Object Material Frag. No Weight 
(g) 

Description Depth 
(mm) 

Diameter 
(mm) 

Period 

1 Unstratified Button Copper 
alloy 

1 6.45 Complete, undecorated (tombac) solid discoidal flat 
button with a bevelled edge. 
On the reverse is a shallow central domed boss 
where the attachment loop is affixed. 

11.6 17 18th century 

2 0008 Rivet/Eyelet ?Copper 
alloy 

1 1 Two-piece ring eyelet or jeans rivet. The two rings are 
snapped together. On the front of the ring are the 
initials P B // P R that are likely to refer to the 
manufacturer. 

2.8 16 Modern 
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