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Executive Summary 

 
ARCHAS Cultural Heritage Ltd were contracted by Tilhill Forestry to undertake an archaeological 
inspection and walkover survey in advance of a proposed woodland creation scheme at Girharrow, 
near Moniaive in Dumfries and Galloway. 
 
The archaeological works followed discussions with the Dumfries and Galloway Archaeology Officer 
which identified concerns with the effect the proposals would have on three archaeological sites 
recorded on the NMRS and HER which were located within the limits of the proposed woodland.  
These sites were recorded as ‘Cairnfields’ and the survey was commissioned to adequately record 
these sites, while assessing their extent, condition and significance. 
 
The survey noted all three ‘Cairnfields’ identifying a large number of cairns as well as stock 
enclosures, structures and relict field boundaries.  Where appropriate, suitable buffer zones have 
been recommended to avoid any direct impact upon these monuments. 
 
A record of the work has been deposited with the Online Access to the Index of Archaeological 
Investigations (OASIS) website hosted by the Archaeological Data Service (OASIS ID archascu1-
273952) and with Discovery and Excavation in Scotland (DES), the annual publication of fieldwork 
by Archaeology Scotland. 
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1 Introduction 

 

1.1 General 
 

1.1.1 ARCHAS Cultural Heritage Ltd (hereafter ARCHAS) were commissioned by Tilhill Forestry 
to undertake an archaeological inspection and walkover survey of a proposed woodland 
development scheme at Girharrow near Moniaive in Dumfries and Galloway (NGR: NX 77537 
87651 centred). 

 
1.1.2 The aim of the archaeological inspection and walkover survey is to investigate the north 

western edge of the proposed development area where three archaeological sites are 
recorded by the National Monuments Record of Scotland (NMRS) and the Dumfries and 
Galloway Historic Environment Record (HER).  The inspection specifically targets these 
areas, identifying the extent and condition of any potential archaeological features which may 
be impacted upon by the proposed development.   

 
1.1.3 Following discussion between Tilhill Forestry and Dumfries and Galloway Council 

Archaeology Officer, it was agreed that a limited site inspection and walkover survey should 
be completed which specifically targeted the north western limits of the site, and in particular 
the three areas identified in the NMRS and HER.  These recorded demonstrated the 
existence of extensive ‘Cairnfields’, but provided little firm evidence for the extent, condition 
and importance of these features. 

 
1.1.4 The inspection and walkover survey was designed to record the extent and condition of these 

monuments, providing suitable mitigation recommendations to be adhered to during 
development. 

 
1.1.5 Prior to completing the inspection, ARCHAS investigated all readily accessible records for 

the development area in order to provide some degree of context to the features located 
during the archaeological inspection. 

 
1.1.6 The archaeological inspection and walkover survey was completed on Thursday 8th 

December 2016 by Ross Cameron.  Weather conditions were bright and dry with light winds. 
 
1.1.7 ARCHAS conforms to the standards of professional conduct outlined in the Chartered 

Institute for Archaeologists (hereafter CIfA) Code of conduct, and relevant Standards and 
Guidance documents.  Data gathering and assessment was undertaken in accordance with 
CIfA Standard and Guidance on Historic Environment Desk-Based Assessments (2014).  
This assessment is completed in conjunction with the standards and guidance outlined in the 
United Kingdom Forestry Standard (hereafter UKFS). 
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1.2 Site Location and Setting 
 

 

Figure 1: Site location 
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General 
 

1.2.1 The proposed woodland at Girharrow lies to the south of the village of Moniaive in Dumfries 
and Galloway (centred on NGR: NX 77537 87651).  The site lies on the north-western slopes 
of Girharrow Hill on the south-western edge of Dalmacallan Forest (Figure 1). 

  

 Study Area 
 

1.2.2 The wider development area comprises an irregular plot of land on the north western facing 
slopes of Girharrow Hill, anchored on its north eastern side by the existing Dalmacallan 
Forest.  This wider area straddles the Girharrow Burn along its north-western edge and 
comprises an area amounting to 251 hectares (Figure 1). 

 
1.2.3 However, the area subject to the archaeological inspection and walkover survey was confined 

to the north western limits of the overall development area, focussing on, but not confined to, 
the three distinct areas identified in the NMRS and HER (Figure 2). 

 

 

Figure 2: The archaeologically sensitive areas to be investigated as identified on the NMRS and 
Dumfries and Galloway HER  

 
Geology 

 

1.2.4 The superficial drift geology of the proposed development site has not been recorded.  The 
bedrock geology is composed of the Gala Unit 2 – Wacke.  This is a sedimentary bedrock 
formed approximately 439-444 million years ago in the Silurian period and is characteristic of 
a local environment previously dominated by deep seas.1 

 

                                                
1 www.bgs.ac.uk – 04/01/17 
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2 Planning and Legislative Background 

 
2.1 General 
 
2.1.1 This assessment was prepared with reference to all relevant statutory and planning 

frameworks for the Historic Environment as well as Standards and Guidance for Forestry in 
the United Kingdom. 

 
2.1.2 The most relevant of these for a woodland creation scheme such as Girharrow, is the United 

Kingdom Forestry Standard. 2 
 
2.2 The United Kingdom Forestry Standard 
 
2.2.1 The United Kingdom Forestry Standard (hereafter UKFS) defines a series of established 

standards and guidelines to ensure that forests and woodlands in the United Kingdom are 
properly and sustainably planned and managed.  Written and developed by the Forestry 
Commission in Great Britain and the Forest Service within Northern Ireland, the UKFS 
addresses potential Historic Environment impacts by providing a series of requirements or 
standards which must be adhered to when planning or maintaining woodland.  These are 
complimented by a set of guidelines which set out how the requirements can be met and 
point to sources of practical guidance. 

 
2.2.2 The UKFS identifies the following requirements and legislation which must legally be covered 

and adhered to by any forestry or woodland scheme: 
 

Table 1: UKFS requirements as covered by existing legislation 

UKFS 
Reference 

Level of 
Requirement 

Relevant Legislation Standard 

1 Legal Requirement The Ancient Monuments 
and Archaeological Areas 
Act 1979 

Scheduled Monuments must not 
be damaged and consent must 
be obtained from the relevant 
historic environment authority 
for any works that have the 
potential to damage the 
monument. 

2 Legal Requirement Treasure Trove system. 
All treasure trove - which 
comprises any portable 
antiquity and not just 
those incorporating 
precious metals - are the 
property of the Crown at 
Scots common law. 

The historic environment 
authority must be informed if 
objects are found that come 
within the scope of the law 
covering archaeological finds.  
Metal detectors must not be 
used where legally restricted or 
on a Scheduled Monument site. 

3 Legal Requirement Planning (Listed Buildings 
and Conservation Areas) 
(Scotland) Act 1997 

Listed building consent must be 
obtained from the local authority 
or relevant historic environment 
authority to demolish a listed 
building or structure or any part 
of it, or to alter it in any way 
which would affect its character, 
inside or out. 

 

                                                
2 The Forestry Commission 2011, The UK Forestry Standard: The Government’s Approach to Sustainable 
Forestry - www.forestry.gov.uk/theukforestrystandard 
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2.2.3 In addition to those legal requirements covered by legislation outlined in Table 1, the UKFS 
also provides a list of required standards as justified by ‘good forestry practice’.  Some of 
these are outlined as follows: 

 

Table 2: Relevant UKFS requirements as defined by good forestry practice 

UKFS 
Reference 

Level of 
Requirement 

Standard 

1 Good forestry 
practice 
requirement 

Forests should be designed and managed to take account 
of the historical character and cultural values of the 
landscape. 

2 Good forestry 
practice 
requirement 

Forests should be designed and managed to take account 
of policies associated with historic landscapes, battlefield 
sites, historic parks and gardens, and designed landscapes 
of historic interest. 

3 Good forestry 
practice 
requirement 

Steps should be taken to ensure that historic features, which 
may be adversely affected by forestry, are known and 
evaluated on an individual site basis, taking advice from the 
local historic environment services. 

 
2.2.4 The UKFS also provides a series of Guidelines for the Historic Environment.   
 
2.2.5 Tilhill Forestry have adhered to the UKFS in preparing the Girharrow Woodland Scheme, 

while this archaeological survey and assessment incorporates all the relevant UKFS 
guidelines.   

 
2.2.6 Tilhill Forestry adhered to UKFS Guideline 1 by consulting with the Dumfries and Galloway 

Archaeology Officer regarding best practice.   
 
2.2.7 The archaeological survey is partly a response to UKFS Guideline 5, which states the 

developer will: 
 

‘commission specialist surveys where evidence is significant.’3 
  

                                                
3 Ibid. 67 
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3 Methodology  

 
3.1 The Development 
 
3.1.1 The proposed development is a woodland creation scheme involving planting over an area 

comprising 210 hectares. 
 
3.1.2 Extensive works on this scale have the potential to impact upon buried archaeological 

remains. 
 
3.2 Aims and Objectives 
 
3.2.1 Through discussions with the Dumfries and Galloway Council Archaeology Officer it was 

agreed that an archaeological walkover survey would not be required across the whole of the 
proposed development area.4  The objective of this study is to identify three archaeological 
features recorded in the NMRS and HER, defining their extent, condition and importance. 

 
3.2.2 The results of the study will be used to compile recommendations and a mitigation strategy 

to preserve the archaeological features should this be required. 
 
3.3 Historical Research  
 
3.3.1 Prior to attending site, standard ARCHAS procedure is to undertake a degree of historical 

research.  This research is designed to ensure that all known and, where possible, unknown 
archaeological remains in the vicinity of the study area are identified, forming a Historic 
Environment baseline for the area. 

 
3.3.2 For a study of this scope, the historical research was necessarily small scale, yet sources 

consulted for this study include: 

 

 National Monuments Record of Scotland (NMRS); 

 The Dumfries and Galloway Council Historic Environment Record Record (HER); 

 Early editions of Ordnance Survey and earlier mapping held by the Map Library of the 

National Library of Scotland (NLS); 

 Historic and current aerial imagery as held by the National collection of Aerial 

Photography (NCAP) and displayed on readily available online platforms; and 

 Published and unpublished archaeological reports, articles, journals and books, 

including the Statistical Accounts of Scotland. 

 
3.4 Archaeological Inspection and Walkover Survey 
 
3.4.1 The primary concern of the archaeological site inspection and walkover survey is to assess 

the extent, condition and state of preservation of the three archaeological sites identified by 
the NMRS and Dumfries and Galloway HER within the site boundary.  In addition, the 
walkover survey will identify the presence or otherwise of any previously unrecorded 
archaeological features within the north western limits of the site where the three Cairnfields 
are recorded. 

 
3.4.2 The three sites were visited by following those grid references provided by the NMRS and 

HER on a hand held GPS.  Once these locations were reached these areas were 
comprehensively surveyed through the systematic walking of the areas in transects where 

                                                
4 Andrew Nicholson pers. comm. 
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appropriate.  The nature of the topography meant that often it was possible to see cairns or 
potential features from a distance.  Higher areas of ground and vantage points were utilised 
to assess wider areas. 

 
3.4.3 While the primary focus for attention was the three polygons identified from the HER, the 

areas between and around these was also assessed. 
 
3.4.4 Although the time of year was ideal for an upland survey, a thick carpet of vegetation and 

dead bracken made the assessment difficult in places.  While the limitations of an upland 
survey on land which has not been grazed regularly and is covered by thick vegetation must 
be noted, the methodology ensured that as far as is possible, no visible or upstanding 
archaeological remains were unrecorded.   

 
3.4.5 The results of the archaeological inspection and walkover are used to determine the need for 

any further archaeological mitigation in relation to the proposed development.  ARCHAS 
Cultural Heritage Ltd provide recommendations as to any further work required, but the 
responsibility of deciding appropriate mitigation measures rests with Dumfries and Galloway 
Council Archaeology Service. 
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4 Archaeological Sites 

 
4.1 General 
 
 Site Areas 
 
4.1.1 Three distinct archaeological sites were recorded at the north western edge of the proposed 

development area on the slopes above the Girharrow Burn.  These can be viewed in Figure 
2 and are categorised for ease of discussion in Table 3. 

 

Table 3:  Archaeological sites investigated during the inspection and walkover survey 

Name NMRS 
(CANMORE ID) 

HER ARCHAS Area 

Girharrow Burn, Cairnfield 64758 MDG4335 Area A 

Girharrow Burn, Cairnfield 64760 MDG4336 Area B 

Girharrow Burn, Cairnfield 64748 MDG4325 Area C 

 
4.1.2 Each of the three sites will be discussed below under a series of defined headings. 
 
4.1.3 Detail of all of the sites and features recorded during the walkover survey can be viewed in 

Appendix A, the Gazetteer. 
  

Previous Work 
 
4.1.4 All three archaeological sites were initially recorded by the Royal Commission on the Ancient 

and Historic Monuments of Scotland (hereafter RCAHMS) in 1912 in advance of the 
production of their Inventory of the archaeology of the county of Dumfries in 1920.5 

 
4.1.5 The sites were revisited by J Scott-Elliot and I Rae in 1967 as part of their analysis into the 

small cairn fields of the Dumfries area.6 
 
4.1.6 The area was also visited by the Ordnance Survey (hereafter OS) who recorded further 

observations in December 1977. 
 
4.1.7 It is primarily the work completed by the RCAHMS and the 1967 survey that form the basis 

for the existing entries in the archaeological record. 
 
 Cairnfields7 
 
4.1.8 The origin and function of a site referred to as a ‘Cairnfield’ is open to debate.   
 
4.1.9 The term ‘Cairnfield’ is usually used to describe a group of small piles (cairns) of collected 

stones.  The age of these monuments is unknown as their location, often on upland marginal 
land, means that the cairns may have survived unscathed since their construction in 
prehistory.  Equally, the cairns may be a much more recent construction as a result of land 
improvement. 

                                                
5 RCAHMS 1920 The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historic Monuments and Constructions of 
Scotland. Seventh Report with inventory of monuments and constructions in the County of Dumfries, 
Edinburgh, 90 
6 Scott-Elliot, J 7 Rae, I 1967 ‘The small cairn fields of Dumfriesshire’ in Transactions of the Dumfriesshire 
Galloway Natural Historic Antiquities Society, 3rd, Volume 44, 113-114 
7 Information primarily taken from RCAHMS 1978 Easton Medwin Water Cairnfield (ID: 49007) - 
https://canmore.org.uk/site/49007 - 05/01/17 
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4.1.9 The function of the cairns has been variously interpreted as simple field clearance, or more 

complex funerary monuments, although it is accepted that in different cases, there will be 
different reasons for construction.   

 
4.1.10 While field clearance may be the most simple explanation, the location of these sites often 

does not lend itself to this interpretation.  The placement of tight concentrations of stone 
cairns, often on areas of arable land where more marginal land exists a short distance away 
does not fit with the idea of clearing the land for agriculture.  The Cairnfields are also rarely 
associated with knowns settlement sites. 

 
4.1.11 While archaeological investigation of Cairnfields is limited, investigations at Wester 

Yardhouses, Hare law8 showed these to be simple piles of stones, containing no artefacts.  
However, analysis of the soil produced high levels of phosphorus, indicative of the former 
presence of a burial. 

 
 Historical Research 
 
4.1.12 Assessment of the historical sources failed to reveal any further information regarding the 

Cairnfields at Girharrow. 
 
4.1.13 Analysis of early maps showed the site to be historically devoid of any recorded features or 

occupation.  William Roy’s Military Survey of c.1750 showed the site to be unworked upland 
moor, a view confirmed in the 25 inch to 1 mile Dumfries Sheet XXXIX.7 Ordnance Survey 
map from 1855-60. 

 
4.1.14 The historic aerial images failed to reveal anything of interest although they did show the 

Dalmacallan Forest to have been planted in the early to mid 1980s, with the ground prepared 
by 1982 and young trees growing by 1988.  The only feature notable on the aerial images is 
a circular animal enclosure (Site 2.002). 

 
4.2 Area 1 
 
 NMRS and HER 
 

Girharrow Burn, Cairnfield ID: 64758 MDG4335 
 
4.2.1 The Girharrow Burn Cairnfield is recorded as consisting of around 25 small cairns located in 

a hollow around 500m south west of Girharrow farmhouse.  The cairns are described as 
averaging 4.5m in diameter and standing to a maximum height of around 1.30m. 

 
4.2.2 The RCAHMS report records that partial excavation of a 17 foot (c.5.18m) cairn during the 

visit of 1912 revealed a large flat slab in the base which was interpreted as the possible cap 
of a cist. 

 
4.2.3 While the grid reference for this site is located to the east of the proposed development, within 

the Dalmacallan Forest, the polygon on the HER indicates the Cairnfield extends into the 
proposed development area. 

 
 Site Inspection 
 
4.2.5 A total of 12 cairns, or possible cairns were recorded in or around the polygon covering Area 

1, as well as one possible structure. 
 

                                                
8 RCAHMS 1978 Hare Law Cairnfield (ID: 49015) - https://canmore.org.uk/site/49015 - 05/01/17 



 

10 
 

 
 
4.2.6 The condition and dimensions of the cairns varied greatly, although all were overgrown and 

difficult to interpret to a degree (Plate 1 and Plate 2).  The cairns measured somewhere 
between 3-5m2 and were 0.50-0.75m high.   

 

  

Plate 1: Looking west towards Site 1.001 
(foreground) (Photograph 003) 

Plate 2: Looking west across Site 1.013 
(Photograph 013) 

 

4.2.7 The cairns were clustered into two distinct groups (Sites 1.001, 1.003 & 1.004 and Sites 
1.005- 1.010) with two outlying examples (1.011 and 1.012) indicating the spread may be 
larger. 

 
4.2.8 The possible structure Site 1.002 (Plate 3) was larger than the other cairns.  While heavily 

overgrown, it had a clear dip in the interior that indicated it may be a building. 

 

 

Plate 3: Looking west over possible structure Site 1.002 (Photograph 004) 
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4.3 Area 2 
 
 NMRS and HER 
 

Girharrow Burn, Cairnfield ID: 64760 MDG4336 
 
4.3.1 The Girharrow Burn Cairnfield is variously recorded as comprising between 20 and 29 small 

cairns covering a large area of around 5 hectares.  These average around 3m in diameter 
and are up to 0.80m high. 

 
4.3.2 In addition to the cairns, a number of other features are also recorded.  A circular animal 

enclosure is interpreted by RCAHMS as overlying an earlier hut circle, although the OS later 
dispute this point.  The RCAHMS also record an oblong enclosure; a dilapidated drystone 
wall against which numerous small structures are built; and the possible existence of a mill. 

 
4.3.3 The survey completed by the OS identifies the oblong enclosure as a modern stock enclosure 

and could locate no evidence for the presence of a mill. 
 
4.3.4 The survey of 1967 also records the presence of three ‘ring cairns’. 
 
 Site Inspection 
 
4.3.5 A total of 25 sites were recorded during the assessment of Area 2, 17 of which were 

interpreted as cairns (Plate 4) with  a further three possible structures, two animal enclosures 
and two conjoining areas of denuded drystone wall noted.  A possible quarry (Site 2.015) was 
also recorded. 

 

  

Plate 4: View SE over Site 2.009 (Photograph 020) 

 
4.3.6 As with Area 1, those cairns from Area 2 were heavily overgrown and varied significantly in 

size.  The spread of the cairns conforms generally with the area of the HER polygon, although 
some sites extended slightly beyond this (cairns 2.023 and 2.024 as well as possible structure 
2.025). 

 
4.3.7 The circular animal enclosure 2.002 was that noted on the aerial images and will almost 

certainly correspond with the animal enclosure interpreted by the RCAHMS as overlying an 
earlier hut circle (see Section 4.3.2).  No indication of this earlier feature was recorded. 

 
4.3.8 A further circular, drystone animal enclosure (2.022 - Plate 5) was recorded to the north east. 
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Plate 5: Looking east towards overgrown animal enclosure 2.022 (Photograph 031) 

 
4.3.9 Possible structures 2.006 and 2.025 were recorded amongst the cairns and comprised 

drystone sub-rectangular mounds with dipped interiors. 
 
4.3.10 Another possible structure (2.012 - Plate 6) was recorded on gentle eastwards sloping ground 

and comprised a linear mound with clear banked sides containing prominent stones and a 
dipped interior.  This may be a disturbed cairn, but had the appearance of a rudimentary 
structure. 

 

 

Plate 6: Looking west over possible structure 2.012 (Photograph 023) 

 
4.4 Area 3 
 
 NMRS and HER 
 

Glenharrow Burn, Cairnfield ID: 64748 MDG4325 
 
4.4.1 The Glenharrow Burn Cairnfield is recorded as comprising six cairns with a maximum height 

of 0.50m and an average width of c.4.80m, lying in a slight hollow near the source of a stream. 
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Site Inspection 
 
4.4.2 Area 3 was more difficult to locate than the others.  The NMRS and HER entries covered 

fewer monuments and the immediate area around the grid reference proved to be devoid of 
archaeological features.   

 
4.4.3 However, a total of six possible cairns were subsequently recorded, on the whole clustered 

around the Girharrow Burn at the northern end of the HER polygon.in addition to the cairns, 
two separate stretches of heavily denuded drystone wall were also recorded (Sites 3.004 and 
3.007). 

 
4.4.4 The cairns around the Girharrow Burn appeared much larger and more prominent although 

this may be partly as a result of their location on more flat, low lying land.  In addition, this 
area is crossed by a series of substantial grouse shooting butts (Plate 7) and a number of the 
cairns (in particular 3.002) may be spoil from the construction of these, or may have been 
quarried for this purpose. 

 

 

Plate 7: Looking NE across Area 3 with a grouse butt in the foreground. Note the prominent cairn in the 
middle distance (Photograph 044) 
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Figure 3: Locations of sites identified during the assessment 
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5 Conclusions and Mitigations Proposals 

 
5.1 General 
 
5.1.1 In total the archaeological inspection and walkover survey identified Forty Six sites within 

and around the three study areas.  While these have been discussed in very general terms 
above, a detailed breakdown of the sites, their locations and what is known about them is 
presented in the Gazetteer (Appendix A). 

 
5.1.2 While the time of year was perfect for the survey, the lack of grazing on the land meant 

vegetation cover remained thick and it is likely that further small ephemeral, overgrown cairns 
went unnoticed during the survey.  However, it is felt the survey was comprehensive and 
provides a clear indication of the extent and condition of the monuments. 

 
5.2 Recommended Mitigation 
 
 Buffer Zones 
 
6.2.1 The preferred mitigation option for any site or archaeological deposit affected by proposed 

planting is to preserve the remains in situ.  For a development such as the proposed 
Girharrow Woodland Creation Scheme, it will be possible to achieve this where necessary 
through the installation of buffer zones around the affected monuments.  The protection of 
historic field boundaries is covered by Guideline number 7 of the UKFS and the use of an 
appropriate buffer zone recommended under Guideline 11.9 

 
6.2.2 However, the nature of the monuments must also be considered.  Through discussions 

between ARCHAS and the Dumfries and Galloway Archaeology officer10 it was agreed that 
preservation of all of the cairns identified was unnecessary, and the mitigation should instead 
aim to preserve concentrated and representative groups of cairns through the use of buffer 
zones. 

 
6.2.3 Further discussions between ARCHAS and Tilhill Forestry11 indicated a real willingness to 

preserve as many cairns as possible.  While the age and importance of the cairns and 
features cannot currently be ascertained, Tilhill Forestry have a commitment to ensuring 
heritage is protected where possible. 

 
6.2.4 As such a series of small buffer zones have been recommended around concentrated areas 

of monuments (Figure 4).  The buffer zones recommended are based on a 20m buffer around 
the main concentration of monuments in Area 2, with a 15m buffer maintained in Areas 1 and 
3. 

 
6.2.5 In keeping with standard procedure, where necessary, a buffer of 5m will also be maintained 

around the relict drystone walls and field boundaries recorded. 
 
6.2.6 This survey and the detailed records of the site will feed into the NMRS and HER acting as 

further mitigation for the monuments and acting as preservation through record for any that 
are destroyed during the planting process. 

 

                                                
9 The Forestry Commission 2011, The UK Forestry Standard: The Government’s Approach to Sustainable 
Forestry - www.forestry.gov.uk/theukforestrystandard 
10 Andrew Nicholson pers. comm. 
11 Graham Chalk pers. comm. 
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Figure 4:  Locations of proposed buffer zones 
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 Toolbox Talk 
 

6.2.7 In addition to the buffer zones, prior to site works commencing a toolbox talk will be delivered 
to the appointed ground preparation operators.  This will cover specific historical and 
archaeological issues identified during the Archaeological Assessment, including the location 
of the buffer zones and potential for unrecorded archaeological features to survive in areas 
of the site. 

 
6.2.8 The toolbox talk will also cover the need to report any potentially important historic 

environment or archaeological features noted during the planting process.  Any 
archaeological objects which are noted or recovered by the contractor during site works must 
be reported to ARCHAS as appointed archaeological consultants in the first instance, and 
ultimately Dumfries and Galloway Archaeology Service.  This is in line with the UKFS 
Requirement 2 relating to ‘Archaeological Finds’.12 

 
6.2.9 This toolbox talk will ensure that those working in the proposed woodland are aware of the 

importance of the historic environment, encouraged to recognise archaeological features and 
assist in the recording and preservation of these as recommended by UKFS Guideline 6.13 

  

                                                
12 The Forestry Commission 2011, The UK Forestry Standard: The Government’s Approach to Sustainable 
Forestry - www.forestry.gov.uk/theukforestrystandard, 32 
13 Ibid. 67 
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Appendix A: Gazetteer 

 
Note: In compiling the Gazetteer, Site numbers are recorded according to the three sites identified in the NMRS and HER and outlined in Section 4.1, Figure 2 and 
Table 3.  Each individual site recorded in the walkover is recorded by the Area it was located in, followed by the new site number.  For example, the first cairn 
recorded within the wider Area 1 recorded by NMRS, is here recorded as 1.001. 

 
Site 
No. 

GPS 
ID 

Site Name Site Type NGR Source Reference Description 

1.001 078 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77869 87650 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64758 
MDG4335 

Heavily bracken covered mound with no stones visible. 
Measures c.3m2 and <0.50m high. 

1.002 079 Girharrow Burn Possible 
structure 

NX 77889 87647 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64758 
MDG4335 

Heavily overgrown, SE-NW aligned sub-rectangular mound, 
with clear dipped interior. 
Measures c.6m by c.5m and c.0.60m high. 

1.003 080 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77899 87636 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64758 
MDG4335 

Small, heavily bracken covered mound with no stones 
visible. 
Measures c.3m2 and <0.50m high. 

1.004 081 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77886 87625 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64758 
MDG4335 

Possible cairn. Heavy bracken cover over a stone core. 
Measures c.3m by 2m. 

1.005 082 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77869 87537 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64758 
MDG4335 

Large cairn on NW running slope. Heavily overgrown and 
consisting of medium to large angular stones. 
Measures c.6m2 and c.0.75m high. 

1.006 083 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77864 87529 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64758 
MDG4335 

Heavily overgrown cairn. 
Measures c.5m by 2.50m and 0.50m high. 

1.007 084 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77864 87519 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64758 
MDG4335 

Very small, heavily overgrown cairn. Very difficult to discern. 
Located in a slight valley, good land in an area of undulating 
rocky slope. 
Measures c.3m by 2m and 0.30m high. 

1.008 085 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77859 87517 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64758 
MDG4335 

Heavily overgrown cairn of medium sized angular stones. 
Located in a slight valley, good land in an area of undulating 
rocky slope. 
Measures c.3m2 and 0.50m high. 
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Site 
No. 

GPS 
ID 

Site Name Site Type NGR Source Reference Description 

1.009 086 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77864 87509 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64758 
MDG4335 

Large heavily overgrown cairn consisting of medium to large 
angular stones. 
Located in a slight valley, good land in an area of undulating 
rocky slope. 
Measures 6m by 5m and 0.75m high. 

1.010 087 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77860 87501 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64758 
MDG4335 

Possible heavily overgrown cairn. 

1.011 088 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77815 87492 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64758 
MDG4335 

Possible heavily overgrown cairn. 

1.012 089 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77828 87561 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64758 
MDG4335 

Possible heavily overgrown cairn with a clear bedrock 
element. 

1.013 090 Girharrow Burn Cairn - NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64758 
MDG4335 

Large irregular cairn of predominantly small to medium 
angular stones. Overgrown and roughly curvilinear in shape, 
aligned NW-SE. 
Measures c.8m by c.7m and 1.10m high against the slope. 

2.001 090 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77617 87591 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Slumped cairn of small to medium stones on an area of flat 
land before the slope to the north. 
Measures c.3m2 and c.0.50m high. 

2.002 091 Girharrow Burn Animal 
enclosure 

NX 77619 87552 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Circular animal enclosure. 
Measures c.10m diameter and c.030m high. 

2.003 092 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77627 87567 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Very low cairn of small stones. 
Measures 3m2 and c.0.20-0.30m high. 

2.004 093 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77623 87578 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Heavily overgrown slumped cairn of small to medium stones 
on an area of flat land before the slope to the north. 
Measures c.3m2 and c.0.50m high. 

2.005 094 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77640 87554 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Possible heavily overgrown cairn. 

2.006 095 Girharrow Burn Possible 
structure 

NX 77639 87576 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Small drystone rectangle aligned N-S with dipped interior.  
More denuded to the west. 
Measures 3-4m and 0.25m high. 

2.007 096 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77624 87532 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Heavily overgrown cairn with few stones visible. 
Measures 3.5m2 and c.0.50m high. 
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Site 
No. 

GPS 
ID 

Site Name Site Type NGR Source Reference Description 

2.008 097 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77615 87532 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Large prominent cairn. Heavily overgrown. 
Measures c.5m by 4m and c.0.80m high on slope. 

2.009 098 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77600 87537 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Low spread and overgrown cairn of small to medium stones. 
Measures 4.50m by 3.50m and c.0.30m high. 

2.010 099 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77624 87500 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Possible heavily overgrown cairn. No stones visible but a 
distinct rise and difference in vegetation suggests presence 
of cairn. 
Measures c.4m2 and c.0.20m high. 

2.011 100 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77644 87502 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Possible cairn. Very low and ephemeral small mound of 
medium sized angular stones. 
Measures 1.50m2 and 0.15m high. 

2.012 101 Girharrow Burn Possible 
structure 

NX 77668 87511 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Possible structure on gentle eastwards sloping ground.  
Walls are drystone and survive up to 2 courses high. 
Measures c.4m W-E and 3m N-S and internally up to 1m 
high. 

2.013 102 - 
103 

Girharrow Burn Drystone 
wall 

NX 77631 87397 
to 
NX 77657 87359 

NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Heavily denuded drystone wall comprising a linear jumble of 
medium to large angular stones. 
Continuation of 2.016. 
Measures <0.20m wide and c.1m high. 

2.014 104 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77566 87435 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Possible overgrown cairn of very large stones with a clear 
bedrock element. 
Measures c.4m by c.2m and 0.20m high. 

2.015 105 Girharrow Burn Possible 
quarry 

NX 77528 87499 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Possible quarry. Has all the appearances of a quarry but 
makes little sense location wise. Comprises an irregular sub-
linear depression against a prominent knoll with numerous 
rocks lying around. 
There are other rocky depressions on site but none as 
prominent. Possible quarry for nearby drystone wall Site 
2.013? 
Measures c.8m N-S by c.25m and 1-1.50m deep. 

2.016 106 - 
109 

Girharrow Burn Drystone 
wall 

NX 77578 87472, 
NX 77541 87527, 
NX 77517 87559 

NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Meandering heavily denuded drystone wall comprising a 
linear jumble of medium to large angular stones. 
Continuation of 2.013. 
Measures <0.20m wide and c.1m high. 

2.017 110 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77599 87588 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Small cairn of small stones on N facing slope. 
Measures C.3m2 and c0.20m high. 
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Site 
No. 

GPS 
ID 

Site Name Site Type NGR Source Reference Description 

2.018 111 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77609 87611 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Cairn of small stones. 
Measures 5m2 and c.0.30m high. 

2.019 112 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77621 87612 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Slumped cairn on N facing slope/marginal land. Comprises 
occasional large stones and abundant small stones. 
Measures c.5m2 and <0.30m high. 

2.020 113 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77623 87623 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Spread cairn of small to medium sized angular stones. 
Measures c.5m2 and <0.30m high. 

2.021 114 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77612 87623 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Much denuded heavily overgrown cairn. 
Measures 5m2 and c.0.10-0.20m high. 

2.022 115 Girharrow Burn Animal 
enclosure 

NX 77648 87649 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Heavily overgrown drystone circular enclosure, 1-2 courses 
high. 
Measures 7m W-E by 5m N-S. 

2.023 116 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77673 87654 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Possible heavily overgrown cairn. 

2.024 117 Girharrow Burn Cairn NX 77676 87662 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Large, very spread heavily overgrown cairn made from small 
angular stones. 
Measures 5m2 and c.0.50m high. 

2.025 118 Girharrow Burn Possible 
structure 

NX 77677 87686 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64760 
MDG4336 

Possible denuded structure, SW-NE aligned mound, visible 
returning SE at right angles with a small hollowed interior. No 
indication of other walls. 
Structure or curvilinear cairn. 
Measures 9m NE-SW by 6m NW-SE and >0.50m. 

3.001 120 Glenharrow 
Burn 

Cairn NX 77398 87382 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64748 
MDG4325 

Heavily overgrown, possible cairn located on a slight rise and 
noticeable as a prominent [point. Stones located by probing. 
Dimensions unclear, but seems to measures c.2m2 and 
c.0.30m high. 

3.002 121 Glenharrow 
Burn 

Cairn NX 77307 87407 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64748 
MDG4325 

Possible robbed cairn for adjacent grouse butt, but may also 
be pile of unused refuse stone for the creation of the grouse 
butt. 
Hollow semi-circle of small angular stones. 

3.003 122 Glenharrow 
Burn 

Cairn NX 77312 87428 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64748 
MDG4325 

Prominent heather covered knoll with a clear stone core. 
Measures c.5m2 and c.0.80m high. 



 

24 
 

Site 
No. 

GPS 
ID 

Site Name Site Type NGR Source Reference Description 

3.004 123 Glenharrow 
Burn 

Drystone 
wall 

NX 77319 87440 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64748 
MDG4325 

Roughly linear mound of slumped, medium sized stones. 
Measures 8m by 3m and 0.60m high. 

3.005 124 Glenharrow 
Burn 

Cairn NX 77300 87479 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64748 
MDG4325 

Possible robbed cairn for adjacent grouse butt, but may also 
be pile of unused refuse stone for the creation of the grouse 
butt. 
Larger than Site 3.002, measures 6m2 and c.0.60m high. 

3.006 125 Glenharrow 
Burn 

Cairn NX 77316 87490 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64748 
MDG4325 

Possible cairn. Grassy mound with stone core in a marshy 
area. 
Measures c.2m2 and 0.20m high. 

3.007 126 – 
127 

Glenharrow 
Burn 

Drystone 
wall 

NX 77300 87482 
to NX 77337 
87517  

NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64748 
MDG4325 

Much denuded drystone wall linking 3.005 to Site 3.008. 
Survives just as a line of larger stones in places. 

3.008 128 Glenharrow 
Burn 

Cairn NX 77337 87517 NMRS 
HER 
Field Visit 

ID:64748 
MDG4325 

Cairn of small to medium stones adjacent to Site 3.007. 
Measures 5m2 and c.1m high. 
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Appendix B: Photographic Register 

 
Image 

Number 
Camera 
Number 

Direction 
Facing 

Site 
Number 

Description Date Initials 

001 2941 SE - General view across Girharrow Hill towards Area 
1 and Area 2 

08/12/16 RC 

002 2942 SW - General view across Girharrow Hill towards Area 
3 

08/12/16 RC 

003 2943 SW 1.001, 
1.002 

General view of Site 1.001 (foreground) and Site 
1.002 (background) 

08/12/16 RC 

004 2944 W 1.002 General view of Site 1.002 08/12/16 RC 

005 2945 SW 1.003, 
1.004 

General view of Site 1.003 (foreground) and Site 
1.004 (background) 

08/12/16 RC 

006 2946 N - General view across Site 1 08/12/16 RC 

007 2947 W 1.004 General view of Site 1.004 08/12/16 RC 

008 2948 N 1.005 General view of Site 1.005 08/12/16 RC 

009 2949 NE 1.009 General view of landscape around Site 1 08/12/16 RC 

010 2950 NW 1.011 General view of cairn Site 1.011 08/12/16 RC 

011 2951 NW 1.012 General view of Site 1.012 08/12/16 RC 

012 2952 NW 1.013 General view of Site 1.013 08/12/16 RC 

013 2953 W 1.013 General view of Site 1.013 08/12/16 RC 

014 2954 S 2.001 General view of Site 2.001 08/12/16 RC 

015 2955 S 2.004 General view of Site 2.004 08/12/16 RC 

016 2956 SW 2.002, 
2.003 

General view of Sites 2.002 and 2.003 08/12/16 RC 

017 2957 N 2.006 General view of possible Structure 2.006 08/12/16 RC 

018 2958 S 2.005 General view of Site 2.005 08/12/16 RC 

019 2959 NW 2.007, 
2.008 

General view of Sites 2.007 and 2.008 08/12/16 RC 

020 2960 SE 2.009 General view of Site 2.009 08/12/16 RC 

021 2961 W 2.010 General view of Site 2.010 08/12/16 RC 

022 2962 W 2.011 General view of Site 2.011 08/12/16 RC 

023 2963 W 2.012 General view of possible Structure 2.012 08/12/16 RC 

024 2964 N 2.014 General view of Site 2.014 08/12/16 RC 

025 2965 E 2.015 Possible quarry Site 2.015 08/12/16 RC 

026 2966 NE 2.015 Possible quarry Site 2.015 08/12/16 RC 

027 2967 N 2.016 Denuded drystone wall 2.016 08/12/16 RC 

028 2968 SE 2.018 General view of Site 2.018 08/12/16 RC 

029 2969 SE 2.019 General view of Site 2.019 08/12/16 RC 

030 2970 E 2.020 General view of Site 2.020 08/12/16 RC 

031 2971 E 2.022 General view of drystone circular enclosure Site 
2.022 

08/12/16 RC 

032 2972 S 2.023 General view of Site 2.023 08/12/16 RC 

033 2973 E 2.024 General view of Site 2.024 08/12/16 RC 

034 2974 SE 2.025 General view of Site 2.025 08/12/16 RC 

035 2975 SW 2.025 General view of Site 2.025 08/12/16 RC 

036 2976 SE 2.025 General view of Site 2.025 08/12/16 RC 

037 2977 SE - General view across Site 08/12/16 RC 

038 2978 NW 3 General view across Site 3 08/12/16 RC 

039 2979 S 3 General view across Site 3 08/12/16 RC 

040 2980 S 3 General view across Site 3 08/12/16 RC 

041 2981 E 3.001 General view of Site 3.001 08/12/16 RC 

042 2982 N 3.002 General view of Site 3.002 08/12/16 RC 

043 2983 W 3.002 General view of Site 3.002 08/12/16 RC 



 

26 
 

Image 
Number 

Camera 
Number 

Direction 
Facing 

Site 
Number 

Description Date Initials 

044 2984 NE - General view across Site 3 with grouse butt in 
foreground 

08/12/16 RC 

045 2985 NW 3.003 General view of Site 3.003 08/12/16 RC 

046 2986 S 3.004 General view of Site 3.004 08/12/16 RC 

047 2987 E 3.005, 
3.007 

General view of Site 3.005 with 3.007 in the 
foreground 

08/12/16 RC 

048 2988 S 3.005, 
3.007 

General view of Site 3.005 with 3.007 in the 
foreground 

08/12/16 RC 

049 2989 W 3.005, 
3.007 

General view of Site 3.005 with 3.007 in the 
foreground 

08/12/16 RC 

050 2990 SW 3.006 General view of Site 3.006 with Site 3.005 in the 
background 

08/12/16 RC 

051 2991 SW 3.007 Heavily denuded drystone wall Site 3.007 08/12/16 RC 

052 2992 SW 3.007, 
3.008 

General view of Site 3.008 with 3.007 in the 
foreground 

08/12/16 RC 

053 2993 W 3.007, 
3.008 

General view of Site 3.008 with 3.007 in the 
foreground 

08/12/16 RC 
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Appendix C: Provisional Discovery & Excavation Scotland entry 

 

LOCAL AUTHORITY: Dumfries and Galloway 

PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME:  Girharrow Woodland Creation, Moniaive 

PROJECT CODE: 263 

PARISH:  Glencairn 

NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR:  Ross Cameron 

NAME OF ORGANISATION:  ARCHAS Cultural Heritage ltd. 

TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Archaeological Inspection and Walkover Survey 

NMRS NO(S):  NX78NE 23, NX78NE 4, NX78NE 14 

SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S):  Cairnfield(s) 

SIGNIFICANT FINDS:  None 

NGR (2 letters, 8 or 10 figures) NX 77537 87651 

START DATE (this season) 08/12/16 

END DATE (this season) 08/12/16 

PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES ref.) N/A 

MAIN (NARRATIVE) DESCRIPTION:  
(May include information from other fields) 

ARCHAS Cultural Heritage Ltd were contracted by Tilhill Forestry to 
undertake an archaeological inspection and walkover survey in advance of 
a proposed woodland creation scheme at Girharrow, near Moniaive in 
Dumfries and Galloway. 
 
The archaeological works followed discussions with the Dumfries and 
Galloway Archaeology Officer which identified concerns with the effect the 
proposals would have on three archaeological sites recorded on the NMRS 
and HER which were located within the limits of the proposed woodland.  
These sites were recorded as ‘Cairnfields’ and the survey was 
commissioned to adequately record these sites, while assessing their 
extent, condition and significance. 
 
The survey identified all three ‘Cairnfields’ identifying a large number of 
cairns as well as animal enclosures, structures and relict field boundaries.  
Where appropriate, suitable buffer zones have been recommended to avoid 
any direct impact upon these monuments. 

PROPOSED FUTURE WORK:  None 

CAPTION(S) FOR ILLUSTRS: None 

SPONSOR OR FUNDING BODY:  Tilhill Forestry 

ADDRESS OF MAIN CONTRIBUTOR:  ARCHAS Cultural Heritage LTD 
3 Suite B Laws Close 

 339-343 High Street 
Kirkcaldy 
KY1 1JN 

EMAIL ADDRESS: ross.cameron@archas.co.uk 

ARCHIVE LOCATION  NMRS and Dumfries and Galloway HER (intended) 

 


