
Historic Farmsteads in Lincolnshire 

• LOCUS Consulting 

 

• Heritage Consultancy 

– Character 

– Community 

– Planning 

 

• Based in East Midlands 



Project Design 

• Part of a national English Heritage programme 

• Builds on earlier work in the county 

– Ongoing research 

– Historic Landscape Characterisation 

• 3 Phases 

– Farmsteads & Landscape Statements 

– Farmstead Mapping 

– Farmstead Assessment Guidance 

 

 



Farmsteads and Landscapes 
Statements 

• A shared evidence base for the management 
of change 

• Share a common area with Natural England 
JCAs 

• Follow an established methodology 

• Provide an overview of the character of the 
farmstead heritage resource 



Farmsteads Mapping 

• Detailed methodology provided by EH 

• Base map is OS 1904 6” compared against up 
to date mapping 

• Computerised, desk based rapid assessment 

• Compatible and lodged with HER offices 

• Provides a clear picture of the extent of the 
farmstead heritage resource 



Farmsteads Assessment Guidance 

• Modelled on existing EH template, but 
modified for Lincolnshire 

• Provide a management toolkit for Owners, 
Developers and Local Authorities 

• May be taken forward to provide volunteer 
toolkits – cf HaR 

• Provides a means of managing change to the 
farmstead heritage resource 



Overview of Character Areas 

• Geographical extent defined by the 
Countryside Commission in 1998-99 

• Being updated by Natural England 

• In common use by LAs and other management 
bodies 

• Provide a common framework for area-based 
decision making 



Humberhead Levels 

• Dominated by the Isle of Axholme 

• Modern arable farming surrounding historic 
villages 

• C16th-18th planned drainage and enclosure of 
marshland  

• Early enclosure on higher ground around 
settlements, including relict strip farming 

• Most isolated farmsteads C19th or later  



Humber Estuary 

• Coastal landscape of C18th-19th drainage and 
improvement 

• Similar in character to Humberhead Levels, 
although landscape is largely post 1750 

• Farm buildings tend to post date drainage and 
enclosure 

•  Merges with Lincolnshire Coast and Marshes 
to the south 



Lincolnshire Coast and Marshes 

• Two broadly distinct areas – Middlemarsh and 
Outmarsh 

• Middlemarsh largely nucleated pattern, arable 
farming – Outmarsh historically used for 
grazing and fattening, dispersed settlements 

• Farmsteads often brick/pantile, with much 
post 1750 rebuilding 



Lincolnshire Wolds 

• Self contained upland chalk plateau with many 
dry valleys 

• Modern farming is largely intensive arable, but 
there is strong preservation of ancient 
enclosure 

• Settlement desertion and shrinkage is 
common – dispersal may be a result 

• Buildings of stone where suitable 



Central Lincolnshire Vale 

• Low lying area of heavy clay, draining 
Ancholme and Witham 

• Early enclosure influenced by presence of 
monastic orders in the south 

• Much improvement and drainage occurred 
during C19th 

• Buildings are predominantly brick, with some 
limestone examples 



North and South Lincolnshire Edge 

• Strongly linear landscape – north/south 
alignment 

• Nucleated settlements along spring line 

• Linear parishes encompassing carr, slope and 
heath 

• Smaller, older farmsteads in villages, C19th 
examples associated with enclosure 

• Examples of field barns and outfarms 



The Fens 

• Surprisingly varied landscape of nucleation 
and early enclosure on townlands, C19th 
reclamation on adjacent fens 

• Presently an arable landscape, with origins in 
medieval pasture and cattle droving to 
marshes 

• Strongly dispersed rural settlement pattern of 
mostly C18th-19th brick farmsteads 

 



The Kesteven Uplands 

• Rolling landscape of mixed agricultural use 

• Extensive early enclosure for sheep-rearing 

• Notable survival of pre-1750 agricultural 
buildings 

• Large estates dominate the area, reflected in 
farm buildings and villages 

• Many buildings of local limestone, often finely 
dressed 



Workshop 

• Thank you! 

 

• Opportunity to gather 
information 

 

• Structured by 10 JCAs 

 

• Facilitators 



Workshop 

• 5 tables – 2 Character Areas - 10 minutes 

• 3 Key subjects: 

– Farmstead and Building Type 

– Historical Development 

– Drivers for Change 

• ‘Post-It Notes’ – Please write comments down 

• Round-up  

• Results inform statements for each Character 
Area 

 


