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Portsmouth Dockyard 
Archive: NMRNP 
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Building Names: Royal Naval 
Barracks/HMS Nelson 
Grid Reference: SU 63755 00564 

Archive name and 
address 

National Museum of the Royal Navy, Portsmouth, HM Naval Base (PP66), 
Portsmouth, PO1 3NH 

Visit dates 27 May 2014 
Document 
reference 

Portsmouth Record Plan of Drains 1940–41 

Subject Portsmouth Dockyard 
Summarise the 
salient points of the 
document 

Portsmouth Record Plan of Drains shows bombs which landed on the Naval 
Barracks, 1940–41 (including the Wardroom). It is valuable for showing the 
Victorian and Edwardian accommodation blocks before they were demolished in 
the 1960s, to be replaced, by the end of the C20, by concrete accommodation 
blocks. It also shows air raid shelters constructed beneath the Parade Ground. 

Identify whether it should be copied for data: Yes/No Yes 
Identify whether an image should be included in the Report: Yes/No 
If Yes explain why, as succinctly as possible (its relevance to technology/ 
chronology/ dockyard development/other/where it fits into the larger picture) 

No 

Give indication of importance: Core/Secondary/Nil Core 
Insert here, as 
clearly as possible, 
transcribed extracts 
or folio/page 
references/images 
(acquired 
electronically or by 
photocopy) which  
you consider should 
feature in the 
Report text, 
explaining why 

As above 
See Coats et al. 2015, pp. 17-18: 
 

Table 1.4.3 Bomb Falls Royal Naval Barracks Portsmouth 1940–41 
Air Raid No. Date Number of Bombs 
1 12 August 1940 3 
2 10/11 January 1941 4 
3 10/11 March 1941 14 
4 11/12 April 1941 1 
5 14/15 April 1941 1 
6 27 April 1941 1 

Portsmouth Record Plan of Drains, showing bombs which landed on the Naval 
Barracks, 1940–41 (including the Wardroom). National Museum of the Royal 
Navy, Portsmouth.  

As its title implies, possibly this plan was created to assist drain repairs following 
air raids. It also shows the dense pattern of air raid shelters dug beneath the 
Parade Ground at the beginning of the Second World War, which were then 
covered over and the Parade Ground reinstated.  

Researcher initials AVC Updates/initials 
Relationship to 
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Portsmouth Royal Naval Barracks 
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The Report is free to download on the Naval Dockyards Society website: 
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