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@r u lFal(mpgost lBtaEE ir Nofiutp @tturob,
@srtupDiuei bftU soilto rumtrtE 0n tUo

#Ionumertal lBuaEpsg of @ottUsUim.

Bv W. H. Sr. JottN HorE B.A.

lEESAilF the class of memorial known as " Monumental

M #;":;.",*;,::T"-,:; :;i:;,f.::"ffi, t;;:
figures of the deceased. The occurrence of so

comparatively few examples is to be accounted for, to a great

extent, by the abundance of stone and alabaster for the manu-

facture of sculptured effigies and incised slabs, of which the

county has a large number of fine instances. That this is a
probable reason may be seen by a comparison with. the county of
Norfolk. There stone is scarce, and consequently effigies in that

material are the exception and not the rule-while the monu'

mental brasses exceed five hundred in number.

Brasses may conveniently be divided into (r) those of Eccle-

siastics, (z) Military brasses, (3) those of Civilians.

Of the first division Derbyshire has but four examples, viz. :--J

Asuoven, Philip Eyre, Rector (c. r5ro) 1* DnoNnror-o, Thomas

Gomfrey, Rector (ISSS), and his brother Richard, Rector of
Tatenhall-both on same slab; Ttnnswnr-r-, Robert Pursglove,

Prior of Gisborough and Suffragan Bishop of Hull (rSZS). [This
effigy is a well-known and oft-quoted example of a Bishop vested

in the " Ornaments of the Minister " of the famous " Ornaments

* The dates given are those of the probable date of the brass.
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Rubric " of tbe Book of Common Prayer.] ; Weltoll-oN-TnrNT,
Robert Morley, Rector (r+Sr),

The second division iurnishes us with about twenty figures of

Knights and Esquires, dating from 1454 to r57o. The best ex-

amples are at AsHBUnNr, CnosruRFIELD' Hetnensacp, MonLeY,

MucctNtow, Slwltv, and Srlver-ov. Eight of these effigies

have tabarcls or '( coats of arms " over their armour I namely, those

at AsHrunttE, Cursrnnntnr-o, Errvet,l, Hetunnsacp ('),

Srevrlov, and WIINo (z). The effigy of Robert Bothe at

SlwtBv (r+28) has the Yorkist Collar of Suns and Roses, and

that at MucorNroN of Nicholas Kniveton, the Lancastrian Collar

of S.S. with the Portcullis Badge of the Beauforts as a pendattt'

The last-named figure has the helmet beneath the head surmounted

by a most remarkable crest, representing a wolf regarding its own

image in a mirror. With one exception all these military figures

are accompanied by those of their ladies, but Sir John Porte

at Etwer-r, (1557) and Sir Thos. Stathum at Monr-Bv (r47o) have

each two wives, and Henry Stathum at Monr-nv (148r) has three !

The chief examples of the third class, or Brasses of Civilians,

exclusive of the figures of ladies on the Military Brasses, are a

curious little plate at Cucn, with a child in swaddling clothes

(r637)-Richard Blackwall and wife at TeoorNctorl (tSoS)-
Robert Lytton and wife at TIDESwELT- (r483)-and Sir Anthony

Fitzherbert, Justice of the Common Pleas at NoRBURY ('SS8)'

To this last I shall refer at length further on.

The Derbyshire brasses do not furnish ally very large and

striking examples, and the Cokayne brass at AsnsunNr is the only

one with a canopy, but rve must not say that our specimens are

devoid of interest becattse they are mostly of small size; on the

contrary, many of their details are cited as typical illustrations by

the Rev. Herbert Haines in his ,,Manual of Monumental Brasses,"

and a work descriptive and iilustrative of the entire series would

be a valuable contribution to the archeology ofthe county'

Many matrices or indents of lost brasses occur in various

churches-there are two fine ones at Wrtrswontn and Cnrs:rpn-

FIEr.D. The lost ancl rnutilated brasses of the tr'oljambes at
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CnnsrrnrrBr,n and Tmrswrr,l have recently been restored by
one of the members of our Society, Mr. C. G. S. Foljarnbe, M.p.,
and the Cokayne'brass at Asnnunwr, by Mr. Geo. Cokayne,
Lancaster Herald. Portions of a monumental brass, and of two
matrices or slabs from which the brasses had been stolen, were
discovered during the excavations at Der,p Asspy.

There are good series of brasses at HATHERSAGE, MoRLE\
aNd TIDESWELL.

Of the singular class known as ..palimpsest,, or re-used brasses,
we have three examples-one, an inscription at Asnovnn I a

secon( a portion of the brass found at Dnr,n Ansry, and the
third an entire brass at NoRBURv. There is also a palimpsest slab
at Monlnv, that to which are affixed the effigies of Sir Henry
Sacheverell and his lady; the other side bearing the indent of a
most elaborate brass of an Ecclesiastic-doubtless part of the
spoil from Der,n. The Nonnunv palimpsest brass is the subject of
this paper.

This brass lies in the centre of the chancel between the two
Fitzherbert tombs, on a slab of blue stone measuring ro ft.5 ins.
by 4 ft. 3 ins. Its original position was in the gangway of the
nave. ft commemorates Sir Anthony Fitzherbert, Knight, Justice
of the Common Pleas, who died May 27, r53g-his two wives
Dorothy lVilloughby and Maud Cotton-and his ten children by
the second,wife. When entire it consisted of the figures of Sir
Anthony and his second wife, with a shield above their heads,
and an inscription in fourteen lines of Latin verse beneath their
feet. Below this were the figures, in two detached groups, of
their five sons and five daughters, and the composition was com_
pleted by a marginal inscription, with the Evangelistic symbols at
the angles. From the existence of a chiselled line beneath the
figures of the chiidren, it appears that the marginal legend was
originally intended to have been ofless length than eventualiy laid
down. The Judge's first lady does not appear on the monument,
a separate brass inscription having been placed to her memory in
Middleton Church, Warwickshire. The Norbury brass has, un_
fortunately, been considerably mutilated. Sir Anthony has lost
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his head, and part of his left side; the figures of the sons have

disappeared altogether; and only three small pieces of the marginal
inscription are left.; a small portion is also missing from the effigy
of the lady. The Justice is clothed in a long robe with narrow
sleeves, a tippet rvith hood, and a mantle buttoned on the right
shoulder. The tippet is just visible beneath the mantle, and the
sleeves ofan underdress appear at the wrists. In his right hand
he holds a roll, and from the indent we see that he wore a close

skull cap somewhat pointed at the top. The figure measured

3 ft. r in. in height. The lady wears a tight-fitting gown bound
with fur at the wrists, secured by a girdle terminating in a rosette,
from which depends a double chain ending in tassels. Over this
dress is an heraldic mantle, fastened in front of the shoulders by
a cord passing through two metal studs or "1fermailes." The
dexter side of the mantle bears Sir Anthony's arms :-Quarterly :

rst and 4th, (Gu.\ three lions ramy'ant (Or.) Fitzherbert Ancient.
znd and 3rd, (Arg,), a cltief aairi (Or. and gu.), oacr all a bcndlet

(sa.) Fitzherbert Modern. On the sinister side the lady's own
arms :-Quarterly : rst, (Az.), an eagle disy'layd (arg.) Ridware.
znd, (Gu.), three szuords erat (arg.) Wadshelf. 3rd, (Arg.), three

falcons (gzz.) Falconer. 4th, (t42.), tzuo bars (arg.) Venables.
On an inescutcheon of pretence :-(Arg.), a bend betueen three

llates (sa.) Cotton. Since the brass was laid down after Sir
Authony's death by his widow, we find that, in addition to the
pedimental head-dress of the period, she rvears the wimple round
the chin and neck. The figure measures 3 ft. o{ ins. in height.

The shield over the heacls of the effigies bears the arms of Fitz-
herbert Ancient quartering Fitzherbert Modern, impaling those

which are displayed on the sinister half of the Lady's nrantle.
The figures of the five sons, as I have previously described, are

lost. Mr. Cox lChurches of Derbyshire, iii. z4r], gives their names

as follows:-Thomas, who married the heiress of Eyre of Padley,
and died without issue; John, who married Catherine Restwold ;
Richard, who married Mary Westcott; and William, who married
Elizabeth Swynnerton. The name of the eldest son, who died
young, is unknorvn. From the indent on the slab it is evident
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that his figure was of smaller size than the others, and probably

lreld a scroll in the same manner as two of his sisters.

The five daughters are distinguished by having their names

written beneath them-borotfr & bamr lmntly @Igzabilfu $lga
& Sal\crgtl The first and fourth are said to have died un-

rnarried. Probably their decease occurred in early life, for they

are represented on the brass of smaller stature than their sisters,

and a second daughter was afterwards called Dorothy. The

first figure also holds a scroll inscribed Slisrricorbiwa bomini, and

the fourth, one with the continuation in ttntrum ranlabs. Of
the three surviving sisters, Dorothy married (r) Sir Ralph Long-

ford, and (z) Sir John Port; Elizabeth became the wife of
William Bassett, of Blore I and Katharine, of John Sacheverell.

The five figures have each an outer gown with loose sleeves, cut

low at the neck, thereby displaying an underdress which has

sleeves striped longitudinally, and with frills at the wrists. The

first and fourth daughters have pedimental head-dresses and

flowing hair, but the three married ones wear the covering known

as the " Paris head." Dame Dorothy must have been married

when the brass was laid down, for over her other garments she

wears an heraldic mantle, bearing on tlre dexter side the arms of
the Longfords-Paly o/ six (or. and gu.), a bend (arg.), and on

the sinister her paternal arms-Fitzherbert Ancient quartering

Fitzherbert Modern.
The inscription beneath the feet of the principal figures is on

two plates, each zz! inches long, and 7l and 9| inches wide

respectively, in fourteen lines of Elegiac verse-

ffiw \uhw solum que [i6us iu mht pntgi
@,t qw suxt bihs rorpore grstu $tro

ffiwtanum iulr* rogor nnw rn}li.rix ipxt

&IlniaE iuEtam $uElituiaEr msrum

Srb Snri[ua tr $aurte taiE la &t*re aa[xLtm

6,mrf,Br rl @ffrtEua bilur 6[dsli $haa

$lh ego qui quorbam furrut bum fita auprrsfur

bilrntes intl:, durnl fouor, fui
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$lurmoro lgm rluxfur aym \w Enb molc qaiww

Src bomur tyr nnm d \tr t\ealrrrl* bewa

$tliu ymmulia nw l$r, aatrl aau,u bsait

Son qm xlt tgriu puILa rilinrtu mana
6rmms proml nillil ta! ysElrs ui*i pahit irr $nhs

$allu ptorul, &mpua niL niai bnmia tphtt,

The marginal legend is on a brass fillet two inches wide.
When complete it read as follows:-x

@t ryw il1artlw prag fm t\e awlt tt $ir gutwg git1\ubert

&"rlbt me fi lly Sirg'a $aatuta nl tllt tnnlmw brru[r. wn]
aomdgmtf Iorfr anb pultww of tllia 6tur] anb porol[ir [ia
tugte Suaggl* tl Fir $*ry @;itlmgllhg ffrrigltrt & $ume
U[mbr lin Isrt tuift, mt fi t\a &aag]gtwt an] lrirx fi g)tlgurt
6,rl.w tf, ffiunp*tulL ggbtoursl @,sq bg tufurrrn tp [ub fi6e
$trilrrs uflb frfu luaglltna tutjrrlg Sir Snlsng bwuafi !l1e z7

&lug S' @ni r53s & t[r saib @am &tsuh

The date of Dame Maud's death was left blank to be filled up
after her decease, but, as is generally the case, this was not done.
Onl.v three short lengths of this inscription are now left, viz., those
given in brackets, and when Lysons compiled his History but few
more words renrained. After the word ,,$g!ftutr,, is a repre-
sentation of a gauntlet, the sole survivor of sundry devices which
originally divided the words. At the angles were roundles with
the Evangelistic symbols.

We now come to the curious feature about this brass, viz., that
so far as can be at present ascertained, almost the entire nremorial
has been made up of portions of two older brasses, which have
been turned over and re-engraved.t The figures of the Judge and
his daughters, the two plates of the inscription beneath the
principal effigies, and two strips of the marginal legend, are loose I
and each portion, except a narrow strip forming part of the

* Ilarl. M.S. 36o9.
.. f .Thi-s pec-uliarity rvas. first pointed out by Mr. J, Charles Cox, in
" Churches of Derbyshire," iii, z4t.
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daughters'figures, bears on the other side fragments of an earlier

memorial.

Sir Antony's figure displays on the reverse the lower half of a
full-sized effigy of a lady in gown and mantle, the latter being

gathered up under the right arm, her feet resting on a lion. The

date of this is circa r3zo. It should be compared with the figure

of Lady Creke, at Westley Waterless, Cambs. r325.

On the reverse of the larger of the two plates on which the

daughters are engraved, is a monk beneath a canopy, rvith a fretty
background, and on the edge, part of an inscription in separate

Lombardic capitals I@ Tq P. : @ ;[" The reverses of the

two loose strips of the marginal legend also bear further portions

of the same inscription .G)E : G)@ID : .SIp.E : ana

@B^fl.lgD : .fSE. : lg. In the absence of the re-

mainder, \Me can only conjecture the tenor of the inscription,
which probably ran as follolvs-the names, of course, are at
present beyond us:-

tE HE.cnlGnE : Sl@Fr :

,SII+E : I EFIE ] (oI3AlgD : DE. : lE
i. :* .gEr@leIElgI+ : DE' :

@E.5EEEE, : I9T ] T@,TfuE": @tr ["SE : I@tr :

.C)EIa@I ]. The parts supplied are given in brackets.

These three fragments are evidently portions of the brass of the
lady on the reverse of the Judge's figure, and which, when com-
plete, consisted of a central figure beneath a canopy with small
figures in niches at the sides. The general treatment of this brass

is not altogether English-for instance, the marginal legend being
joined to the small side canopies; and it is probably the work of
a Flemish artist.

On taking up the large inscription, which is on two plates, we
find on the reverse of the lower a portion of the figure of a monk,

* Sir Theobald de Verdon, who died in 1316, was the third husband of Lady
Elizabeth de _Clare, foundress of Clare Hall, Cambridge, who died in r36o.
Query was this part of Lady Clare's brass, or'of another-wife of Sir Theob;ld ?
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circa r47o, in gown, and hood or cowl. It resembles the smaller
figure of Robert Beauner, monk, in St. Aiban's Abbey. The
upper plate has originally been about 3z inches long, and, when
complete, bore on its reverse a long inscription in double columns,
to the memory of a Prior of some religious house, but no locality
or date is given. About z inches has been cut off from the
beginning, and as much as 8 inches off the end, but we are able
to make out that the first word was ,,Thomas.,' The remnant of
the inscription reads thus :-

l$,lgtlnur qmnlunr grim . $ir ttllnrc qaiutil
. .. ...r \trc b*ram nttfrsr . nfu qat. tustitti*
... ..*uftv f* qai\ . hnll xignwt mlubr*
... ...flsrax rits ta,urftnl $ea qtro bslstts
......istu lqex . mi frut* fawbt. grfiamtfr

$nqnifii mflfi!ilH ribi gur..... ......
l?ilt mlaber Bffi . frl....
@,u ruw !r quo lutu . [r...
@,ai buat twl,rfrwfi ,trrr...............
Sr gnfit bagerm at sb......

Owing to the loss of so much of the second column, it is utterly
hopeless to attempt to supply the missing words. It is, I think,
clear that this inscription and the monk's figure belong to the
same memorial.

The object of this paper has been merely to describe at length
the different parts of the Fitzherbert brass, and matters historical
or genealogical do not therefore come within its scope. For these
the reader is referred to Mr. Cox's third volume of ,, Noles on lhe
Clt urches oJ Derfut s hire."

Mr. Cox comments on the strange irony of events which caused
these palimpsest fragments to be worked up into a memorial of
Sir Antony, who had dared to oppose Cardinal lVolsey on the
score of the alienation of Church lands; and on his death-bed
had solemnly enjoined his chiidren untler no pretext to accept
grants or become purchasers of nronastic property.

6

.ll
+
#
+t

+l

+



56 BRASS IN NORBURy CITURCH.

On the occasion of the Society's visit to Norburyr a hope was

expressed that the loose portions of the brass would be securely

fastened down before they met with the same fate as the missing

pieces. The matter was duly taken in hand by the Council, and

now rests with the representatives of the Fitzherbert family.

It is probable that if the shield and the ef6gy of Dame Fitz-

herbert were loose, their reverses would exhibit further portions

of one or both of the older memorials.


