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% l&ogioter of SirUE Sltot tU t\e lB.eb.

/ranc(s Gfstorne, l&ector of Stabelep
UtSg-r8zr), Uulp recorUeU [p U(mrelt from
tlrs Uest t76r to rZ8+.

Contributed by RBv. Cna,nr,rs Mor,rNEUx, Rector ot
Staveley.

THE above register was

found among a varied col-

lection of old parochial

documents by Mr. R. W.

Crawshaw, of the Hagge,

for many years rector's
churchwarden, by whom it
has been handed to the
present rector. As aboye

stated, it extends from the

year 176r to r784, and

was, no doubt, continued to
a much later date, judging

;;;;#;ffi"i'ffi;;: #T,i:",.:ilH; ;:,;
however, we have no further record.

The r€gister is written on ordinary sized hand-made note

paper, in a clear, legible hand, and has evidently been most

accurately kept. In many cases we have not merely the description

of the bird, but also a minute statement as to its weight and
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dimensions. It may be well to mention that the Rev. Francis
Gisborne was Rector of Staveley from 1759 till r8zr, and that a
short memoir of one who may be justly termed ,,a Derbyshire
worthy" is to be foundin Vol. V. of this Journal, p. 76, to which
we refer our readers. In the perusal of old diaries it is always
helpful to have some idea of the personal appearance of the
diarist. And we are fortunate enough to be able to present to
our members a portrait of this quondam Rector of Staveley,
taken unconsciously, as far as he himself was concerned, for he

had a strong objection to be reproduced on canvas; and it was

only by a gentle artifice that an accomplished artist friend was

able to secure the present likeness. 'fhe original was taken in
crayons, and is now in tbe possession of Mr. Bagsharve, of Ford
Hall, tlrrough whose kindness it has been copied by Mr. Richard
Keene.

The register will naturally have a greater charm for the
ornithologist and the sportsman than for the archeologist
pure and simple. Stilt we venture to hope that even for the
antiquary the catalogue of an old rector's prowess in a past

century may not be altogether devoid of interest.

The pursuit of game was, perhaps, more generally followed a
hundred years ago than it is now; certainly by the higher classes,

and probably with more genuine pleasure. There was less of
artificiality in the whole business. The day's ramble over tbe
stubbles or the nloor $as a more simple affair. Battues were

fortunately unknown, and the conditions of true sport were more

fairly observed. That clerics, too, sometimes carried the gun,

appears from the following extract frorn an article in The Gen//e-

man's Magazine of 176r, descriptive of the habits of the clergy

at that fl21s ;-* Some pursue the rural diversions of coursing,

fishing, and shooting, and these I would call innocent recrea-

tions, were not some of them to boast of killing a hundred
brace of partridges to their own gun, and tyrannically to in-
sult the fauner whose corn and hedges they destroy." To
commence-

t2
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1761. Aug. 2oth.c) 3 Pamt.
2rst. z Pars.

24th. r Par', { Do. with Mr. Lushton'(") r Land

Rail, r Quail. h)

z8th. TPars.,rRabbit'
3rst, 5 Pars.

Septr, rst. 4 Pars., z of 'em 4,. o. Sht.,(1) r Wd' Pign' or

Ring Dove, r Fern Owl.

Octr. 3rd. I Par. with Oaptn. Lushton. (s)

. 8th. r Quail, t Par., z SnPes'

2oth. z SnPes'

Nov. z4th. t Par. at Bobbing. tot

z6th, t Par' Do.

Dec. 6th. t Hre., z Buntg. Latks, t Lark at Linton, (6)

r Hre., r Hre', I H. Pheasant at Do.

z4th. z Larks, I Par" r 'W. O.,t't z Jck' Snpes'' r Fld'
Fare, r Ring Dove.

3rst, t Bl, bird.

Irl Ausust.-lt will be observed that the register commenceswith a record of
uartrideis killed in the month of Augttst, the game laws for securing the present
llo." ti." for partridges being of comparatively modern date, It was not until
z and 1 Geo. 

'III. c. tg, 1762'1763, that the law was passed enacting " that
no perion shall upon iny pretence whatsoever' take, kill, carry, sell, buy, or
hrrl in possessibn or 

- uie any partridge between February l2th and
Septembef rst, or any pheasant between February rst and October Ist, yearly'
on'pain of forieiting d! for every such fowl, with costs."

dt + Do. zaith fur. -Lushton.-This is evidently a touch of sportsmanlike
court-esv. The bird fell, no doubt, to both guns, and the worthy rector would
lav claih to no more than his share, and at the same tirne acknowledge his
cdmpanion's skill. How different from the basty exclamation of the self
asseitive sportsman, " My bird ! ! "

(o) Mr. -Lushton 
-Probably 

an abbreviation of Lushington. The Rev.
F, Gisborne's cousin Dorothy married Thomas Godfrey r,ushingtonr of Derby,
and the entry no doubt referi to some member of this family.
' kl Qilait.:-The existence of the Staveley Coal and Iron Works would be

ouite;ufficient to account for the disappearance of this bird from this parish'
Iif r. Edwd. Clulow, of Derby, tells me that he shot two on the same day at
Draycott. in the year 1886, ind on the South Downs of my native county of
SusJe*, rbevy ofquail is no uncommon sight, and specimens are !'lquently
bassed. They are protected by "The Wild ljirds Protection Act, r88o."

ioi a. g. Shi.-This abbreviation is of frequent occurrence. Translated it
means " at one shot." Sometimes it conveyed a great deal.

ls) Caltn. Lushton.-I have no means of identifying_ this ge_ntleman. But.I
find thit Thomas Godfrey Lushington, of Derby' had a son William ; and in
an old army list of 17-63, I 6nd a Major William Lushington in the
r6th Drago6ns, Possibly this may be the gallant officer to whom the entry
refers.

16, Bohlin.g, Linlon,-Names not known in this immediate neighbourhood.
Dec,-" fhe season so mild that many pear trees abont town were in blossom,

and primroses and daisies appeared in the fields,"'-(Belsham's " Chronology.")
0t- 1 ll/. C.-Woodcock.
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Jan, gth, r Redw. Thrush fl.ying. 18)

zznd. r Fld. Fare, r Bl. Bird, r Hare.
r6th, r Thrush, r J. Snpe.

z3rd, r Snpe,,3 Redwg. Thrs,
21th. 9 Snpes., r Redwg. Th,
2gth, r Mallrd., r Wat. Hen catch'd unshot.

3oth. z Larks.
Feb. rst, r J. Snpe., z Snpes.

znd, z J. Snpe,, 3 J Snpes,, I Bl. Bird.

3rd, 6 Snpes., z J. Snpes,, r Par., r W. C., z W. Ducks.
6th. r Bl. Bird, r Snpe.

8th. z B1. Bird, 3 Redwg. Thr. at o. sht.
roth. z Fld. Fares, z Larks, J Do, a. o. sht,, 4 Bl. tsirds,

5 Snpes., z J. Snpes,

rrth. z Snpes., r Bl. Bird.
r3th. 4 Bl, Birds, z Fld. Fares, 4 Snpes., r J. Snpe.

I5th, z Par,, t Bl. Bird.
2oth. z Larks.

Feb. 22nd. z Larks, r Bl. Bird.
z3rd. r Crow flyg. ts)

25th. r Snpe,, r Flcl. Fare, r Redwg. Thr. N.B.--LOSI
Powder Fls,s!. {e)

NIar. ro. 3 Snpes,, r lJl. Bird, z Larks.
April Ist. I J. Snpe.,(ro) z Snpes., r Fld. Fare.

znd, r Redwg. Th., r Fld, Fare, r Wat. Hen., r BI. I3ird,
In June. ! Stares, r Wat. Hen, 7 Sparrs,, 7 Do., 8 Do., 6 Do.,

5 Do., r Pigeon, r Snpe. tound dead,7 Do. shot,

_-(81 Fbing.--:fhese entries may be best understood by comparison with
Note rr. .Flying-shots only became general with an improvdd gun. \\re
must bear in mind that the Rector's Eag was made with-the old",, Brown
Bess." In the Badminton Vol. on_ shootingrue 6nd the following remarks :-
" It was at first thought almost an impossibility to make fatal flyiig shots with
any certaintyr.having regard to the construciion and capacity of."the earlier
flint fowling pieces, consequently all verbal and pictorial illustiations of shoot-
ilg^jn o]d days. represelt gunncr taking steady aim at motionless ol,jects.,,
("Shooting, Field, and Covert," p, r3,)

"Feb. zz,-Aa unusual fall of snow. In many p)aces it was ro or lz feet
deep.,_ Nearly 50 people who were caught in thd open fields and heaths lost
their lives in the hurricane that accompanied it. Ii blew down houses, trees,
and.chimneys in great numbers.-(Beliham's'. Chronol,gy.")

te) Lost Po?oder Flash,-NoL an unfrequent experience- in the old muzzle.
loading days. Some of the flasks u'ere uery intereiting pieces of workmanship,

u_q A?ril.-Jaeh Szipe.-Now an illegal monlh in which toshoot these birdi,
which are protected under the Wild Biids Act from r6th March to trst Tulv.
both inclusive, under the penalty of dr for each bird for each offencei
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In Octr. Shot z Par,, 2Do.,2Do, & rlz, r Quail,6 Pars., z Pars,

Nov.

a. o, s,, I Par. caught, z Snpes,, I Bl. Bird,
r Mallrd,, I Snpe. on ground (rr), 1 Par.l
r Wat. Hen, r Ring Dove, r W. C,, r W. C,

r W. C., r Field Fare, r Do. flyg, r Snpe.

3 Snpes., r Irld, Fare, r Redwg. Thr., z Larks.

r W. C,, I Snpe., r Redwg. Thr.

4 Snpes., r Great Ash-coloured Butcher
Bird.(,,)

! Snpes., z J. Snpes., I Par,, t Hawk, r Teal,
r Wild Duck.

r Hare.'

r Mallrd., I Wa[. f{gn, ! Snpes., z J. Snpes,

2 Hares,

r J, Snpe,, r Owl.
r Snpe.

r Par., r Do., t Hare, r Lapwg., r Snpe.

z Snpes., z Fld. Fares a. o, sht,, r Do., r Wat. Hen.
r Mallard, z Wild Ds., r Par., 3 Snpes., 7 Fld.

Fares & z Stares, along with one of the Field
Fares.

r Mallard, z Wd. Owls, r Bl. Bird, 3 Fld. Fares,

3 Snpes., r Least JMoodpecker.art
z Wat. Hens, r Snpe,, r Bl. Bird,
z Pars., ! Fld. Fares, r llare, 7 Snpes,, z J. Snpes.

r Wild Duck, 3 Snpes., r J. Snpe., r Wat, Hen,
r Fld Fare.

2 Hares, I'W'eA,Zel'G4) r Wat. Hen.
r Hare, r Bl. Bird, r Snpe., r Wld, D,, 3 Fld. Fares,

/ Larks a, o. s.

9 Larks,
r Wld. D,, z Fld, Fares.

r Snpe., r 'W'eazel or a Stoat,(r+) r Wat. Hen.
r Bl, Bird,

r9th.

Decr

1763. J^n. rst'

t2,

r3rh,
r5th,

r6th.

zoth.
zzad.

ISt.

3rd.
r7th,

28th.

2gth.

3rd.

5th.

7th.

8th.
roth.

r2th.

r4th.
r 5th.
r 7th.

l"l Otc llte Ground.-This entry will be found to be uo uncommon one.
The worthy I{ector seems to have bagged his bird when and how he could.
It would scarcely be now regarded as sportsmanlike,

Itzl Great Ash-coloured Buteler Bird (Laniu E.rcetbitor),-A rarity,
Glover mentions an instance of one being shot in l)erby,(ri t Leost Woodpecher (fitus ninor).-By no mcins a conmon bird.
Morris records the shooting of one near Mell;orrrne, Dcc, rt, 1844.

lt+) r lleazel (mustela).-A tribe still living in the parish, I saw one in
August cantering along the dusty highway with a mouse in its mouth.
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r8th. rMallard,rCrow.
rgth, r Wld. D., r Hare.
2rst. I Heron, r Mallrd., 2 Snpes., r Bald Coot.

zznd- I Bittern,('sl zPart r Mallrd., z Snpes', I J.
Snpe,, r Fld. Fare.

24th. r Wild D,, 5 Larks.
zith. rPar.,rSnpe.
26th z Mallrds.
27th, r Snpe.

28th. rPar.,rMaliarcl.
3oth. IHarerrPar,

Feb. 15th. 3 Car. Crows, r Jack Daw.
z3rd. 2 Stares,

May r6th, Shot 4 Rooks in Ch : yard Glen and 16 liooks at

triomelY'Go)

?his Block is hi*d/1 tent b7 )l(essrs. Loagttans an,l Co-

llst Bitteflt (Bolutrus stet/aris\.-Cetting nrore scarce every year, probab)y
on account of the more perfect system of drainage., 1'h_is entry is only orre o[
several, A specimen wis shot in the neighbourhbod-of Staveley by Mr. I. I.
Crofts in 1879, and is now in the possessibn of one of the.family.

Feb.-On'i3tn of this month'a heavy fall of snow in Midland counties,
It lay 8 feet dJep on the roads.-(Belshern's " Chron-ology.")

t'oi At Atonei,-Romely Hall, in the parish of Staveley,-was-formelly-
the residence 6f th" R""tot'. hrother, 'Ih6mas Gisborne, M.D', Fellow of
S, John's College, Cambridge, F.R.S., ancl Physician to the--King, President
of ihe College di i'hysiciansir8o4. I:Ie die4 unmarrieri, at I{omely, in 18o6,

and lies buiieri in istaveley churchyard. The Hall, now the. proPerty of
Canon and I\Irs. Olivier, is gradually falling into decay, and is at present
occupied by \Ir. J, B. Barrow's gamekeeper.
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Jrly
Sept.

Nov.

Decr.

1764. ;uty

Sept.

Nov.

t6th. 8 Sparrows.

Ist. 4 Pars., 2 Crows sitting, a.-o. s.

znd. 3 Par,

6th. r Par,

r3th. z Snpes,rflying at one shot when two only, I do.,

/ Pars., with Mr. Richard Slater.('z
ro. 3 Hares, z W. C's.

12. 3 W. C's., r Par.

r6th. z W. C's,, t'_P^r., 2 J. Snpes.

2t. r Teal in company with Mf. P1'ime,(,2) r Hare.
8. r Squirrel, z Snpes., r Wat. Rail.

9th. z Snpes., I Wh. Owl.
roth. r W. C., t Par,, z J. Snpes., r Fld. Fare.
2rst. r Wd, pecker I also one Fld. Fare the latter end of

December.

z5th. .^2 Moor , Clame Poots,t,st ]r Tor or Ring
Ouzel.

3rst. I Wild Duck, r Wild D, found which I shot before,
r Fern Owl.

rst. 4Pars,, z of em. a, o. s.

4th. 3 Pars.

7th. 6 Pars., z of em a. o. s. N,B.-A Pike at Pebbly {'s}

about 4 lbs.

roth. 9Par.,rHre.
25th, r Par.

I Snpe.

|,il Of Mr. Riehard Slaler I can find no recor<i in the parish resisters.
Later on we come across Mr..Adam Sl_aterr-who was evident$ a local'aoctoi
or apothecary. Possibly Richard was his father. Mr. prini w"s on" of the
churchwardens, His name figures in the wardens, accounts about this time.
, (lt)- A.d1y, no doubt, upon The Moors. What are poots? (probalty iiicn-

dedfor' Coots,')
Gel Pel)bl!.- Pebbty Dam, in the immediate neighbourhoorl, A favourite

resort of anglers. Mr. Gisborne was an ardent disciple ol Walton, Tradition
says rhat it was very frequently his custom of a morning to make his wav to
the Rorher, which runs through Staveley, land successfilly one of the lirge
chub with which its d-eeps rhen abounded, and then conteniedly return hom?.
An old inhabitant of Staveley has just sent me the follouin! anecdote:_
" Pebbly Dg,n,_a!ou-t four niles dis.rant, was frequently visited bithe Rector in
company with Mr. Sales, the Parish Clerk. On one occasion un.rrlo.t".i
was made, and the fascinating sport commenced, All on a su,tae'n Mr.
Gisborne remembered that it was Wednesday morrring, the one morninp, in the
week on which morning prayers were read in churchl' There ,u"..rotfiino foi
il.but to return, and the journey was made, the duty accomplislred, 

"nd-*rifollowed Lry a most successful day's sport." I have a note uf a larse pike
caught in P^eb.bly in r887,by a pi:rson of the name of Gothard of Uisboro',
weighing z8 lbs.



BIRDS SHOT BY THE REV. FRANCIS GISBORNE' r83

Dec.

1765. JanY.

Feb.

March

24,

29.

5.

7th.

7.

8th.

r3.

r sth.
r6th.

r8th.
rgrh,

2rst.
23rd,

25th.

26th,
znd.

4th.

3 Snpes., 2 J, Snpes, r Par,, rf z a Hate.

! Snpes., Io small Birds, r Hre.

z Snpes.

5 Snpes., r Par., t SnPe'

z Pars,

r Snpe. N.ts.-Jan'z9th r W.C', r Hre. atAston'

r Ring Dove.

r W, C,, r Snpe,' 4 .1. SnPes.

r W' C., 3 Snpes.,4 J. SnPes.

z Mallards, 3 SnPes', r Wat. Hen.

3 Snpes., 3 J. SnPes.

r Teal, r do., 3 SnPes., r Fld' Fare.

/ Snpes., z Wat, Hens., r Teal,

r lVlallrd. & r Duck at one shot, 5 Snpes'

r Mallrd.
r J. Snpe.

2 Wild D., r F'ld, Fare, r Snpe., I J' Snpe, r \ryat'

Hen.

sth. t Wat. Hen, z Larks'

The first week in September shot as follows at Staveley-r Wryneck'

5 Pars. N.B. z of em old ones a. o. s', 5 Pars', t Hare, &

r Par.

znd week at Repton, &c., 8 Pars.

at Burton 6 Pars.

at Seal, &c., r Hre., 2 Pars', r Bald Coot'

at SaPerton, &c', I Hre., t Par.

at Repton, 3rd week, 'J Par., t Snpe' at '['wiford'

4th week 5 Pars. at StaveleY.

241h. 6 Pars.

25. Io Pars', z of ern a. o' s'

26th. 2 Pars.

27, Z Pars,

28. z Pars.

Oct. Ist. I Par'

I4th' 4 Pars., 2 of em a, o. s'

r6th. I Snpe. Leveret caught by Fanny;(' also one

clay the week after 3 l'ars', z o[em. r. o. s.

Nov. 4. z W. C.'s, z llares'

lzo) (. FarTnyj-Referring, no doubt, to the favourite setter or pointer

so indi.p"nru6t. u 
"o*prnio. 

in those days, and invariably to be found pour-

trayed in old sporting Pictures.
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Decr

6th.

7th.
grh.

IIth.
r2th.

r sth.
r6th.

rsth.
2r st,

4rd.
27th.

28th.

2gth.

4th.

5th.
6th.

7th.
9rh.

r 2th.

r 3th.

rw.c.
I Snpe., but a Buzzard or Kite eat it.(,4
r Titlark, r W. C., r Par,, r Wat. Hen.
I Young Cock or Een Pheaeant,(") r W. C,

r Wat. Hen,, r Snpe,

3 W. C.'s, g J. Snpes., r Par.

4 Snpes.

3 Cock Pheasants, 4 Woodcocks, r of em on ground,
r Snpe. on ground.

z W, C,'s & r/z do. with Mr. Thos. Bourne,c:)
r Snipe.

r Snpe.

r Quail, r Fld. Fare., I Larl<, 2 Wat, Hens,
zJ, Snpes, rr Snipes.

r Cock Pheasant, r Par,, 4 W. C,'s.
z Snpes., r J. Snpe., r Missel Thrusb.

3 J. Snpes., z 'rV. C.'s, r Wd. Owl.

3 Snpes., r J. Snpe., z Pars., r lfare.
6 Snpes, 3 Pars., z of em a, o. s.

r Fld. Fare, z Snpes,, r J. Snpe.r 2 Pars. a. o. s.

I Fld, Fare, 6 Snpes., r Wat. Rail, r Par.
r Snpe., r W. Duck, r Mallard, both hit the 6rst

shot. N B. Shot z Teal but could not-get
them.('?a)

t Wat. Hen,, r Fld. Fare, 4 Snpes., r Wltl. Duck,
I Mallrd.

r Male Teal, r clo, do,, r Fld. Fare, r par.,
r Wild Duck.

l2'J t' /{i/e" ot' ', Buzzard.,,-Bewick (r832) descritres the former as
then. common-in.England' I-t certainly is noi !i now. 'I'he ratter is 1sn rrrorri.
says). still suffrciertly- abundant, although Waterton speaks of th,; d;;;;
vanety as exunct ln yorkshire,

k') Young.Co& o.r lfen pheasanl.-fhis is only one in<lication amonE
many that the entries were not invariably made immediaterv succeealni
th-econclusion of the tiay's sport, The Rlctor,s memory .".'""id;;ily'i;
douDt nere.

14 Mr. Tlos. Bourne.-I can find no such name in the parish registers.
He maylav.e. been a guesl or a neighbour from an adjoining peiish.

\za) ('Could rot g-et t/ten.,'-I1m informerl by iome "oi the old irhabi_
tants at Staveley that within their memory tliere were one or t$.o laroe
sheets.of .waler frequented by wild aquatic birris, which have now dis"ppeai-e'd.
through drarnage al)c[ other causes, but which would casily account-fbr such

ll_-"^rl?^:r,,-T:. , If 
.r Fanny ,, had been a retriever, possibiy the Uirds mighi

nave Deen lJagged.
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r4th. r Fld. Fare flying, r Wat. Hen, do., 5 Snpes',

z Wild Duck, r Mallard.

r6th' z Thrushes a. o' s., r Wat, Rail, r Fld. Fare &

r Redwg. Thrush at ye same shot, r Par'

Igth. r Snpe,, r Fld. Fare.

z6th. r Fld. Fare, ro Larks a. o. s.'(2s) r Hare

z3rd. r Fld. Fare, r Bl. Bird flyg'
z4th, 3 Fld. Fares, r' W. Duck.

3oth. 4 Fld. Fres., r Wat. Rail, 2 SnPes.l r Mallrd.

N.B.-35 Snipes killed this month.

1766. Jan. znd' 5 Fld. fates.

3rd. r Fld. Fare.

4th. I Wat. Rail, r Water Hen, r Snpe., I Par. on

ground,4 Redwg. Thrs., r/ Fld. Fares, 3 of em

flying.
6th. 2 Redwg. Thr., 8 Fld. Fares, 6 Lars, a. o. s.

gth. t Bald Coot, I Par., r Fld. Fre., 4 Snpes.,

2w.c.
Iotli. t Fld, Fre., 3l{edwg. Thrs., z of em a. o. s.

r4th, r Snpe,

I5th. r Snpe.,6 Field Fres.

r6th. r Snpe, on ground,

r8th, r Wat. Hen, 2Larc,, r Fld. Fare.

2oth. r Grn.'Woodpecker.ke) y.3.-On the I3tll
slrot r Crow, 2 Larc,, 7 Fld. Fres.

zznd, 2 Snpes,, 2Par,, I Wat, Hen, r Fld. Fre.

23r<1, r Snpe., 2 Par, a, o. s,, 7 Lars., do,

241h. r Cock Pheasar)t, r H. Pheast.

27th, r Wild Duck, r Cron,.

2gth. I Mallrd.

3rst. r Wld. D., r Par., I J. Snpe., r Wat. Hen.

Feb. 3. r Wld. Duck, 3 Pars.

sth. 2 Snpe., r Crow, z Stares a. o. s.

7th. r W. Duck, I Par., 2 Crows a. o. s.

March. 3 Snpes., z Larks a. o. s.

\2sl \o Larlls a, o, s,-In the severe wirrtels of the last century immense
flocks of larks were a noticeable feature.

l,el The Green Woodpecker(picus airidis), quite tropical in its plumage,is still
to be found in the neighbourhood. One was seen (and heartl !) in the rectory
garrlen in the autumn of 1889. 1'he laugh of this bird is alnrost human, and
it also bears affinity to human kind in another particular, in that its object is
to get to the top of the tree.
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May rst,

zznd.
z8th.

27.

In April.
Sept. r8.

z3rd,
25.

2glh.

3oth.
Oct, znd.

4rh.
roth,

Nov. 5.
I)ec. 3.

5th.
6th.

20th.

24th.

r Whea,t Ear.(',
17 Rooks at Romely.

t Stare.

3 Rooks.

Shot 9 Stares a. o. s.

6 Pars.

At Brampton Moor 3 Pars.

5 Pars.

4 Pars., l J. Snpe.

9 Pars.

7 Pars. N.B.-2 double shots.('8
z Pars.

6 Pars.

z W. C.'s,

r Par.

z W. C's, r Hre.

r llawk with SParrow,(4el 2 Snpes.

rW.C.
r Mallrd., r W. Duck, 4 Snpes., z Fld. Fres.,

r Redwg, Thrush.

z Mallrds., r Snpe.

5 Lars. a, o. s,

z Pars. a- o. s.

z Mallrds., r Wld. Duck.

r Par.

I Wat, Hen, r Par.

t Crow.
r Magpye, r Fld. Fre. a few days before,

z Parc,

t Teal, r Snpe. About the middle of Feby.

r Mallard.

1767. Jan.

Feby.

27.

3rd.

5rh.

7th.

9th.
roth.
r 5th.
r6th.
zgrd.

3rd.

(etl llheat Ear.-An occasional specitnen of this handsome bird is still to be
found in this neighbourhood. It is still to be found in large numbers on the
South Downs, although decreasingly so, A hundred years ago their capture
and sale in hundreds of dozens added considerably to the income of the South
Down shepherds. They prove, it is hardly necessary to say, like the " four and
twenty bla;kbirls, a diinty dish to set before a king."

lrl)'N.8,-fluo double shots.-Lror the enlightenntent of our non:sPorting
readers we have thought it well to interpret this phtase, as conveying the idea
of a bird falling at Each discharge- of^ the old single-barrelled gun. The
clouble-barrel wis not in use till I798-I8oo.

(zsl Hatuh tuith Sparrou.-Only last winter I freed a thrush from the
clutches o[ this terrible enemP

Ian.-L very intense fro:t during the whole of this month.-(Belsharn's
" Chronology.")



May
Aug.

Sept.

Oct,

Nov.

Dec,

1768. Jan.
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15. ro Rooks at home.

12. r Crow,
13. r Do.

17. r Crow.
(no date) t Rat.

rst. 12 Pars. r double shot'

|lh. 4 Pars.

12. 9 Pars.

r4th. z Pars,

t7, r Rat, I l-ern Owl, 8 Pars.

2rst, 3 Pars.

zznd, r Squirrel,S Pars.

2gth. 4 Pars.

Ist. 7 Pars.

16. r Pheasnt. H., r W. Cock.

2oLh. r W. C., r Snipe.

r. r Par;, z Do, a. o. sht.

4th. r W. C.

One day in Nov, 3 W. C.'s.

7th. z Pars.

Ilth. I Lark' almost white,ts') N'B.-Thiswas the

greater Brambling or Ertlteriza Niztalis of
Linnaus. r Snpe.

t2th, z Pars,, 3 W. C,'s.

l5th. 3 Snpes.

r8th. z Pars.

24th. zSnpes.,rPar.
2glh, r Mallrd., Wild l).

3oth. z Mallrds., t Par., z l,'ld, Iires., FLl. Fre. lately.

5. 4 Pars., I !'ld. Fre., z Larks.

8th. Found r Greater Spotted Woodpocker t."

in the snow, which I slr,rt yesterrlay.

hol 1 l,a7rt ahnost iuhite.-The Snow Bunting so familiar to Alpine climbers.
Notoften found so far south, although Sir Oswald Mosleymentiorts one having
been knocked down by a labourer with a stone near Rolleston Hall iu
October, 1845. I am temhted to add the following extract from yol. v. 274
of anold "Srrorting Magazine," rTgg Jzn. z7:-" Last Thursday Mr,
llfolinetx of lfi;s pldrc (Lezaes) shot a shl/arh of oery singular y'luntage.
ft uas a bcauti/*l mixtLt-c of broutn and tuhite." About 30 years ago, a
covey of nearly white partridges were hatched in the neighb,,urhood of
Is6eid, Sussex, a brace of which were shot by and are now in the possession
of my father ; while a further bird was secured by the Hon. Sir William
Grantham (now one of Her Majesty's judges) of Barcombe Place, Sussex.

b\l Greatcr Spotted Wood?echer (Picus fuIajor).-Canon Olivier informs me
that a few years ago he saw one of these birds at Rornely,
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7th.
March.

r Woodpigeon, a Ringdove, in our garden.

6 Sparrows.

r Bittern.

4 Pars.

4 Pars,

7 Pars.

2 Pars.

I Par.

rr Pars. in to shots.

z Sparrows, t Green Plover ot Lapwing, r lleron,
r Snpe.

r Par., 3 W. C.'s and !, r Wild Duck.
r J. Snpe. and 7 Snpes.

I Snpe.

r Hre,, r Pheasant H., r W. Cock, { do., } do,

6 W. C.'s, r Par., r Snpe,

4 Snpes.

IW.C.
r J. Snpe,

3 W. C.'s, I do,

I W, C,, r Squirrel, r Par.,6 Snpes.

2 Snpes., r Fld. Fre,

3 Snpes., r Ring-Tail Hawk, the fenale of the

Elen lfarrier.rso)
r Mallrd,, J Snpes., r Fld, Fre., 5 Larks.
2 SDpes,, r Par., r FId. Fre., also I Snpe. before

omitted.

3 Snpes, r Par.

2 Snpes., r Par., r Mallard found shot.
2 Snpes.

r Snpe.

r W. C,, I Snpe,, 3 Jack Snpes.

r Snpe.

r Jack Snpe. (lVfem:(ed Killed the last 14
Supes. shot at), r Snpe., 3 Wood C.'s

r Wat, Ifen, t Hre.

4 Slares.

t W. C., r J, Snpe.

Joly.
Sept, r.

znd,

6th.

r3th.

17.

z3rd,
Oct,

Nov

Dec,

1769. J*n.

roth.
r4th,
r8th,

z3rd.

25th,
6th.

7rh.

9th.
roth.

r2th,
r4th.

r5rh.
rgth,

zzntl,
e3rd.

27Ih.

28th.

3oth.
4.

5.

z3rd,

zJth.
Feb. r4th.

*"! *?, Ilarricr -(C-ircts CJ,aneus\.-So called on account of a suppose<l
partiality to domestic fou'ls. Not one of the most common soecies.

-($) Keen sportsmen will at once appreciate rightly this sriccessful sequence
of shots.
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7th. z J. Snpes.

Sept. r Par,,5 do.

In Dec. or lan. (r77o\, I W. C., r Par., 3 Snpes. and W.C.' t Jay.

1770. In Jan. r Wd. Cock, 2 Wat. Hens' I Crow.

Feb. r Mallrd., r Magpye, r J. SnPe.

. March r9. z W.C,'s, r Hre.

2lst. z Snpes., r Mallrd,, r Great Spotted Woodpecher,

r Crow.
zzrd, 2 Snpes.

261h. z Mallrds., ILapwing.
27th or 28th. r Mallrd., r Balcl Coot, I Fld, Fare, r Golden

Crown'd Wren,

2gth, r Snpe., r Clolden Cr'd. 'W'ren, ia+) I frqsg'
tailed fitmoqse, (oo) I 'W'ren, (3a) I

Oreeper, (3a) r Nutha,tch. ca)

Sept. r. r Par.

3rd. r Par,

z6th, Shot upon our Pond, swimming, a G1'gy Scollop-
toed Sandpiper Bst or nzngttlohata of
Linnaus, In shape and size pretty much like a

Snipe, weight I oz. r qr. avoirdupois. From

point to point of wings extended nearly sixteen

inches. (See Mr. Pennant's description of this

bird. )

Nov, t2, r Par.

13. r Snpe.

14, r Wd. Cck.
17. rOwl,rSnpe.,tPar,
rg. r Snpe., r do., r Redwg. Thrush.

20. t Snpe., r J, Snpe.

2rst, r Fld. Fre,

131) Glldcrt Cr,'d Wren, Lon,gtailed Titttouse, Wren, Creeller, Nalhatclt.

-These 
were probably shot as specimens for some ornithologist's, collection.

There is a de6p superttition in lome localities connected with the common
Wren; it is looked-upon as a special favourite of the Almighty in conjunction
with the Robin' 

" ["]Bffitxy"'?;i:;0., ,,

is a familiar couplet.
bil Gi'rey Scolhp-toed .\andpi4cr (Phalaro/us Lobatus\.-This specimen is

noted in Bewick as something very rare. It is far rlore common now.
Swaysland, of Brighton, relates that as many as a dozen have been shot in the
vicinity of Brighton, but always when the weather is vcry rough. As a rule,
when they ariive their bodily condition is poor and thin. At such tinres
they are tame, and often killed with stones,
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24th,

26th.
. 27th.

. 28th.

3oth.
Dec. 4.

. roth,
I Ith.
r5.

19,

24tb.

177L. Jun. 7.
8th.

9th.
toth'

I Ith.
r2th.
r4th.

r6th.

r 7th.
rSth.

I9th.
zznd,,

24th.
26th.

Feb. 4th.
I 2 ttr.

I3th.
r4th.
r5th.
r6th.

2 ISt.

zznd.

March 9th.
M"y. 25th.

29rh.

July. r8th.
Aug, r2th,

Latter end of Aug.

3rst.

IW.C.
z Snpes. flying, at one shot,

! Snpes., r J. Snpe,

z Snpes.

r Fld. Fre.

4 Snpes., r J. Snpe.

3 Pars., z Snpes., r Lark.
r W. C., r Snpe.

I Snpe., r Hre.

r W, C., r Hare.

t Hare.

r Heron, 3 Larks.
r Mallrd., r Wat. Hen,, z Snpes., t Par.

r Snpe., r Fld. Fare.

r Snpe., I Linnett, t Lark, z Larks, 16 Larks at

one shot,

r Snpe., 3 Fld. Fares, I Larks.a. o. sht.

13 Small Birds a, o, sht,

r Par., 9 Smll, Birds a. o. s.

r Snpe., r Fld. Fare.

z Fld. Fares, t Crow.
z Pars, flyg, a, o. s., r do., 3 Crows, r Fld. Fare,

z Mallrds., 3 Fld. Fares,

r Crow, z Wld. Ducks at one shot,

I Crow.
r Fld. Fare, r Lark.
r Crow.
r Crow and r Rook a. o, shot, r Brambling, r

Titlark, and ro Chaffinches a. o. s.

r Rook, r Fld. Fare,

r Car. Crow.
r Wild Duck.
I Rook.
t Rook.
r White Orvl.

Lapwing, r Snpe., r Hare,
r Magpye, I Stare.

r Swift, I do.

r Crow.
t Crow, r Water [Ien,
z Crows,

r Wat. Rat and 4 Sparrows.
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Sept. znd.

3rd.

5th.
6th.

7th.
9th.
roth.
r2th.
r8th.
rgth.

20th,

3 Pars.

3 Pars.

r Crow, 5 Pars.

4 Pars.

5 Pars., I do. with Mr. Dixon. bo)

4 Pars.

7 Pars,

z Pars,

3 Pars.

2 Pars., r do. catchd. by a Hawk, r Wood

Pigeon or Ring Dove.

4 Green Linnets,

3 Pars.

! Pars.

3 Pars.

7 Pars., r Crow.
tr Pars., r found winged.

3 Pars., r Ring Dove.

ro Pars.

8 Pars.

4 Pars., r found winged which was supposed to be

shot z7 Septr.

6 Pars.

5 Pars.

2 Pars,

r Par.

6 Pars.

6 Pars.

5 Pars., $ Par. with Mr. Dixon. (so) N.B. z of

'em a, o. shot, r Ring Dove'

Oct.

2rst.

24th,

2sth,
26th.
27Lh,

3oth.
Ist.
znd.

3rd.

5tlr.
roth.

tzth,
r4th,
r5th.
r6th,

zznd.

lgq Mr. Dixon-The Rea..ltletcher Dixon, LL.D., at that time Curate of
Stavelev : later on. Vicar of Dufheld' He was brother-in-law to the Rev.
Francis'disborne, having married his sister Catherine, who died. z5th April,
rto6. and lies inierred -at Staveley. A tablet to lter memory is affixed to
tliribelfry wall of Staveley Church, with-the-follorving inscription z " To the

,rrefltorJ/'of Catherine Diion, the trull'belalcd tttf-e 9/ tle Reo. Flelcher Diton,
l/icar'ofbufietd, in this countlt, and daugfitcr of t4e Reil:JY!,es Gisborne, late
Rcctor'of tfris l'arish. Her exemplary rcndurl through liJc, and her lious
resisnalion tt the elose of it, conrtrnt. our hole tltal she nozt enioys those blessed

rniirdt y'tornised to the'pious oi carth by a nerci/trl God !./tro.u.g'/t lhe.merits-of
Christ. 

- 
She died z6 day of A?ril, t796. @t. 65: A similar tablet to her

hnsban<l is inscribed as-foliowJ:-" The Reo,/, Flctther Dixon, LL.D., sott

of llte late Rnt. foserh Dixott. l/icar of Brighan, in the Countlt of Cumber-
iand. obiit Ian. 6, ilrg, dlatis sue 75." In con)pany with his brother-in-law,
Samuel Fo"xlow occupild Staveley Hill after the death of Generai Gisborne,
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Nov.

Dec.

z3rd,

24th.
26th.

28th.
.2gth.

30th.

3rst.
rst.

4tb.
5th.
6th.

7th,
8th.

I Ith.
r3th.

r4th,
r6th.

r8th.
rgth.

2 ISt,

2:n(1.

z3rc\.

25th.

26th.
27th.

I Par,

z Pars,

r Par.

r Par., r Misseltoe Thrush,

l Young C. or Hen Pheast.

4 Pars.

r W. C,, r Par,

I Par.

4 Pars.

z Pars.

r Par.

z Wat. Hens, r Titlark.
r J. Snpe., 5 Wld. Ducks,, z Pars.

r W. C,, r Par.

r W' C., I Par,, r Wat. Hen.

t Wat. Hen., ! Sparrs., r W. C., 3 Pars,

I Snpe.

r Crow.
r Squirre), 3 W. C.'s, r Fld. Fare.

r Fld. Fare, t Wat, Hen, I Snpe., r Male Sparrw.

Hawk which weighd. less than ye Field Fare,

r Pign, from a tree, which was taken for a

Hawk till shot,

r W. C., r W. Lark.
z Pars,

IW.C.
r Snpe.

r Mallrd. N.B. He weighed 3 lbs.. r oz. av. nearly,
r Wld. Duck, t Jay.

r Wat. Rail.
r W, C., r Par,

IW.C.
z J. Snpes.

r !Vat. Hen, r Dipper, (az) 1 y9116 po"L.

r J, Snpe,, 2 Snpes., r Par., z W. C.

4 W.C., t J, Snpe., r Wat. Hen.

28th,
zgth.
znd,

3rd,
4th.

5th.
6th.

The River Thames was entirely frozen over tlris year at Fulham, which
shows that the weather was exceptionally severe,-(Belsham's " Chronc{ogy.")

bll Di??er (Cinclus Aquaticus),-This lively, interesting Iittle bird riray
still be seen on the Dove and the clear running streams of Derbyshire. It rnay
almost be described as amphibious as it has the undoubted power of walking
at the bottom of the water,
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1772. Jan.

Feb,

Mar.

,\pril

roth.
r rth,
r3th.
r6th.
r8th.
rgth.
20th.

2rst.

3.

4.

6th.

7th.
8th.

9th.
roth.
r3th.
2Ist.
zznd.
23.

24th,

rst.

4th,

5rh'
6th.

7th.
r8th.
z8th.
2gth.

3.
6th.

9th.
r3th.
24th.

3.

7th.
IO.

r4th.
25th.

2gth.

r J. Snpe.
r W. C., z SnPes.

z W. C,, r Par.
r Snpe.

r Wat. [Ien., 1JaY,3 J. SnPes'
Got a Par' which a Ringtait'd Hawk had just killed'
r Snpe.

z Pars.

z Par., r SnPe,

t Par.

r Par,, t Snpe-

r Par.

r Wat, Hen.
r Fld. Fare.
z Fld. Fares.
z Snpes.

r Fld. Fare at Forrest.
z Car. Crows a' o. shot
r Magpye, r Redw. Thr.
r Nuthatch, r CreePer.

r Rook.
r Wild Duck, tz Rooks, t Car' Crow'
3 Car. Crows.
r Rook, r Mallrd.
t Rook.
r Car. Crow.
r Car. Crow, r Rook.
r Fld. Fare, r Rook.
r Car. Crow,
r Rook.
r Wld. D.
r Rk., r Bald Coot, r SnPe'

r MagpYe.

r Snpe, t Wd. C. wd, t3 oz. ro drs'
z Rks. a. o. s.

r Least sPotted Cock WoodPecker'
r Lapwing, 3 Stares' 70 or 80 yatds ofl'
r Wryneck'
r Oar: Orow from negt. (sB)

B}'t Cdr. Crozt (Coroas Corotel /ron ncs4-'fhis -aPpears 
at

"'';i ";;";i;n. rloi trt. n"Litt drilit bird are so destructive;;;;"iii;ith ni *.t.v at the hands of sportsmen'
r3

first sight a
that it meets
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May

July

Aog'

Sept.

3oth.
znd.

t2th.
z3rd,.

26th.

z3rd,.

z4th.

z5th.

3oth.

5.

t4,
r5.

17,

t9,
zoth.

zznd.

z4th,

26,

28.

3 rst.

I st.

znrl.

I4.

r Rk,, r Starlg.

r Lapwg,, r Car Crow.

r Car. Crow at Defby. r:st

r Stare, r Swallow.

r Rk.

r Car Crow.

r Crow, r Rk.

I Crow, l Jack D., r Rk,

r Swift.

r Crow.

t Sparr.

4 Sparrs.

3 Sparrs,

4 Sparrs.

I Sparr,

ro Sparrs,, r Red.backed Butchor Bird. G"

34 Sparrs.

r5 Sparrs.

9 Sparrs., r Hedge Sparr., r Chub, r Stoat. o,r

5 Sparrs,, r Wryneck.

t Heron, z Sparr.

3 Pars., r Lapwg.

r Par, and * with Clenl. G. o,,

z Sparrs., also z do. before.
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r5. 2 Crows' 18 $P6,115. {r:)

16. r SnPe.

t7, 3 Pars.

r8. A t!,s,vgn{aa) flying up hill shot dead and wing

broke. 69 yards with very $fusrt Qun'{ts}
Weighed 2 lb. 13 oz., Length z ft., Breadth 3 ft'

9 inches., 3 SnPes.

2r. r Wat. Hen.

22. r SParr,

2i. r Rook, 3 Pars,, r Lapwg. hit by Genl. G'

S.p. 3L r Sparr,

C)ct. Ist. 8 Pars., { with Genl' G.

8. 9 Pars., I do. with Mr. Ca,rver.(+u)

Ioth. 4 Pars., ] do. with Genl. G.

tg. t \Vat. Hen.

coionel of the r6th Foot, antl also held the important post of Quarter-
Master General of Ireland. 

' ln r77r he was gazetted as,Major-General, and ln
t772, 

^pparctlly' 
he came to reside at Staveley Hall' 'I-he l'rllowlng rnscrlptron

idloidiouna olia tablet to his nremory in the tower of Staveley Church:-
" Within the rails is inlcrred the bodT o/ /antes Gisltorye. thc eldest .suruta'ng
son of the late Reat!. /anes Gisborne,'a-rttiuhe' of rhe-Irish House olf Cotnnons,

Liet/t,-General, an,l Gooernor of Charlcnont, in lreland' E[e 
'ndrried 

Maryl

;-;';-'B"y;; 
-i;;chtei 

and Co-heiress of Ch.ast Bovd, Esqre', oJ the hingdoy o1

Irctandr'l,y zuhoit he left issue one son and three daughlers' He silsla'lud lor
)"ori inLi z" Trars the'atlach oJ a cr.ue-l ,listenlle^r zyith, the utntost fortit$t_!?,!
t-esisnation. il,;rh ot lasl ,at L y'eriod to his iife, to the sinccre rcgret of all his

fniiii.'iiin, zo of F"b',1778,'in the !6th Tear of his age'"
" Utl ,6 Sparrs (Passer Donesticus).--These amusjng, yet at tlmes mlscnlevous

birds, wert evidlntly mote numerous at Staveley in those days. th"n Io*.'- I'
the ihurclwarden'iaccount dated r77o-r, there appears the lollowrng ltem:'ii;i 

ii, staffozus al aarious times,'8s.'3d, : aid agait, 1773, for ! do:'

srarrizus, is, 3d,""'Iir\-i-k'-'"" 
toruus Coraxl,-I need hardly say that this bird is no longer

to Ue Jorna in tLe neighbourhood, and is doubtless becoming more scarce^every

,.ri-in-nnshna. p?ssibly this was one of the Ashovel birds rvhich Glover

i;ll; 
';.;;"ht; 

aav ilsjq) tuilt annuallv in a rock calletl Raven Tor' The

iiii,.i-i"ilr,,i *Jtiri rv--itt De Burg Jeisop, Esq', of overton Hall.(close by

R;;;;r;;;i.-th;- ancient haunt of tf,eie birils), is-endeavo,ring toreintroducc
;il';;i; iit 

"rJ 
r.."titv in the cliffs overlooking the Ashover vale'*-rrt 

ilri-tiiri pon.-ih. following extract irom the first vol' of the

da-siiii;"s'"M"irrii, 1p, j37, may pe-rhap-s enlighten us as to.the meaning of

tt "r"'*ora.l 
u"n.t., g"i.,"r"J 

"instiuitions'for shootiug, the writer proceeds. as

i.rl;;:-" Aid firsi raitlt ,'esP€tt to his pierc, it is-nccessarT for any 'qentle-
nan who slorls iurh to haue tzoo,quns :. th.e bartel ol .one 

a00Hl 17a0. fte' 'l"tc.
iiches. ztt,ch uill sez"ue z'e,y,oeli lhe beginning of lhe scason and for. uooi
''';;;;;;;;;i; ,in'i, it*,t rhiu fzet three-'inchei or tQzuards. for open -shootittg
,ii"'iiitii*tt-, i/,t birdt b.'that tine are 

'lorun 
si shy that Tour shots t'tust

l,'e at longer distances."-' 
t+o nfi, caraer,_ln a very old account, with no date, o[ the overseers of the

p.o.,'ih"i in.rott&ing#try: " Forgoing tog;?e !Ir'Carter rotiee of7'c

ia)i. fo tt. oa. Gaae lo tliri Caruer f,o rcs' ol'" - Possibly h.e. was a local

lawyli]although the name is more suggestive of another honourabte prolessron'
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Nov.

Dec.

20,

24.

30th.

3rst.
12.

r3.

r6.
17.

19.

20.

-)t

27.

30th.

r Wat. Hen.
r W. C., t XlOUmaIt. (rz)

r Jay, r Longtailed Titmouse,
r Stare.

r Par.

3 W. C's.

z W. C's,

5 W. C's.

r Par.

4 Sparrs.

r Male Kestrel Hawk weighed 6 oz. )s, r Fld, Fare.
3 W. C's., I Par,

2 Green Woodpeckers, C. and H,
r Half-Wild Malld., 3 Snpes,, r W, C,, r J. Snpe.
r Par., r Pheast. (Hen), r Trout.
rW. C.

r J. Snpe., z W, C's.

r W. C., r W. Hen.
I W. C., + do, with Mr. Dixon, r par.

3 Snpes., r Par., r Kingfisher.
r Snpe., r J, Snpe.

3 Snpes.

W. Duck, 2 Pars., r W, C,, 3 J. Snpes.r 4 Snpes.,
I do. with Mr. Adam gl6,fs1.{as)

I Snpe.

3 Snpes,, z J. Snpes.

9 Snpes., r J, Snpe.

3 Snpes.

3 Snpes.

3 Snpes.

z W, C's., r Car, Crow.

lr 2,

7.
8.

9.
IO,

I I.

t4,

r5.

r8.

r9.
2t.
23,

24.

26,

z&,

3oth.

- 
\1:)- Fou?art o.r polecat (Mus/ela putoriusl, Before the enclosure acts had sogreat an alteration in the courrtry districts, these animals *ar",.ria""tl"?rInrmerous. They.*ere regardcd'as-.,Virming', (vermin), ,"Jin.ii a-".'tir"ii,iirvas r€compensed by.the churchwardens at 4dl per head." The .*;r"t.;ii'hi.

trnre h.ave many entries- to th.is effect,. ln.i77i there is a somewhat staitti-ni
?n. .,"4 loQ:at catehbg in the Church, jo os, 6d.; Th;;;.;;i*:?(lescnDed as ?tlrnnrts. I have seen one specimen in this pariih since I cameinto residence, and watched it for some momints tf,.orgt, , fi"ia.gi;ffilt"g ;;thegreen turfiike a dog upon a rug in front of the-fiiE

t46t lwr, Adat,t Slaler.-He wai evidently the local doctor. There is abill dated April .r8, . 1828, made out to'.;; A;;; Cf"y foi linimeniattendance,,,aud dressing, amounting to r9s. rod. *tli"t,-*L r"t p;il'l;ili5ept. r7, rEjj,
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1178, Jan. znd.

4th.

2 Snpes., r Mallrd., r Wood C., r Wat. Rail,

r less Red-headed Linnet.

r Wat. Hen, r Wat, Ilail, r Redwg. Thrush,

z Fld. Fares, 3 Snpes.

r Par., z Snpes,

r Wat, Rail., r Wat. Hen, r Snpe,, r W. C.

r Mallrd., r Par., r Wat. Hen, r Wat. Rat.

r Snpe.

r Snpe.

r Bullfinch.
t Snpe.

r Fld, l-are, t Par.

r MagPYe. {o)

z W. C,'s, r Pheast. (H).

r Par, N.B. winged about a month ago. I

King6sher.
z Larks.

I Dog Otter, weighed about 14 lbs.,length 3 ft. z in.

3 Wat, Heus, J Snpes., z Mallrds,

r Par,, t FId. Fare, r W. Duck, r Mallrd.
r Par., r Fld. Fare.
r Little Grebe or Dabchick.

I Fld. Fare.

r Crow.

r Jay, I Snpe., I Fl<i. Fare.

r Duck, r Mallrd,, 2 Wat. Hens, r Creeper,

r W. Duck, r Wat. Hen, z Fld. Fares.

l l\Iallrd., 2 Snpes.

r lv. c.
r Snpe, t Golden Crowned Wren.

r Fld. !-are.

r Wat. Hen, 2 Snpes.! t Blue Titrnouse, z Snpes.

r W. Cock, I Snpe.

I Snpe.

r Rook.
r Redwg. Thrush.

r Mallrd., r Wild Duck, z Rooks a. o. s,

5th.
7rh.
8th.

r3th.

r4th.

r5th.
r6th.

z3rd.
z6th.

27th.

z8th,

tr'eb.

Mar.

3orh.
I.

3rd.

4th.

5th.
6th.

8th.

9th.
roth.
I lth.
r2th.

r3rh,
r5&'
r6th.

r 7th.
r8th.

24th,

25rh,

4.

9.

l4sl r Magfue (Pica Coudata),-Daily becoming more scarce. 0-n taking up
my residenie at Staveley, I brought with me a tame specimen, taken from a

neit on Sinfin Moor. Curiously enough, when the pairing season came round
a companion made hisappearance forsevetal days around the house, but finally
disappeared,
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17. t W. Duck and r Mallrd. a. o. s. at Mr.
Glisborne's at Derby,G") r Wild Duck
and r Mallrd. do. do,

t Less Red-headed Linnet at Derby.
r Stone Chatterer, I Reed Sparrow.
r Stare.

I Fld, Fare.
t Wht. Ear.

r Willow Wren.
z Car. Crows a. o. s.

t Willow Wren, 8 Rooks.

t lVhite Throat, z Whin Chats.
t C. Redstart.

t Cuckoo, r Sparrow lately.
t Throstle.
t 'White Sp&mowts't with z common do.

r Wat. Hen.

3 Lapwings a. o. s.

t Kingfisher,
r lleron,
r Bunting Lark (young). N.B.-Shot in Augusr

! doz. and 3 Sparrows more, Tlvo Crows, z or
3 Wat. Rats, r small bird like a Titlark,
perhaps a Pipit.

I Crow, 3 Pars., r Raven found dead which I shot
about a fortnight before.

4 Pars.

2 Rooks, r Jack-Daw, a, o, s.

3 Pars.

r Par.

2 Pars,, z Sparrows, one of'em almost black from
living in the chimneys.

2 Pars.

J Pars. and { with Mr. Dixon.
I Par., t Heron.

5 Pars,, 9 Snpes.

April

M"y

June

Jolv

Aog.

t9.
23,

3rst.

5.
27,

3oth.

4.

rJ.

IO.

9.

2a,th.

r3.

Sep, r

t4,
2Ist.
z3rd.

27th.

r tth.
r3th,

r4th,
r 5th.

4.

6th.

7th.
8th.

9rh.

^t 
d 

^A 
t^-rrr, Gisborne's, -Derl1. -Mr. John Gisborne, afterwards of yoxall,

Co. Stafford, the uncle of the diarist,
ltt t White Spatozu,-A propos of white plumaqe, rhe Rookerv at Stavelev

Rectory has lorrg possessed a wliite Rook, or very n-early so. The bird is well'-
known to many of the inhabitants. A pied BlaCkbird fu also a denizen of The
Rectory Garden,



24th.
Oct. rst,

5th.
6th.
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r6th.
r7th.

4 Pars,, t Heron.

8 Pars., { ilo. with Mr' Dixon. N.B. Killed 14
Shots following. G'

r Par.

3 Pars. flying a. o. s.

z Pars.

4 Pars,, r Rabbit, r Stoat. N.B. Killed ten Pars'

in 8 Shots.

7, z Pars., t Car. Crow,
rrth or lzth, z Pars.

I3th. 4 Pars'

I4th. $ Pars'

r5th. t Par.

r6th. 3 Pars.

r8th. 4Pars., z SnPes., z SParrs'

tg' J Pars.

2c. z Pars.

22, r Jack SnPe', ! SParrs., 8 Pars.

Nov. r. At Needwood Forest iss) 2 1416' gLt'

5th, 4Pars.,tSnPe,
8th, t Par.

9th, z Parc.

roth. r Magpye winged' Found a Hen Harrier dead

which I had shot zo daYs ago'

r lth. r Woodcock.

13. r Field Fare, r J. SnPe.

t6. t Snpe., r Par.r r do. with Mr' Adam Slater'

I7th. r Wood Owl.
r8th. r W' C., z Snipes a. o. s', there being but two'

19. r Par.

2c,, r Wat. Rail, r Nuthatch, I Par., I Car' Crow

which weighed zz oz, l.
lsl 14Sholsfotlozuing.-Suely a feat worth recording with the old single

barrel."-G;ih 
Neethuood Forest,in Staffordshire. Probably-on a visit to his uncle'

Ur, i"i" C[Uorne, *ho spent his later years at-Yoxall, which. adjoins
ii"La'*ii"a.--it.-iollies of this forest havl long been famous, and.no one
*i. i, ir*ifi"i*itti tt" Woodcock's haunt will be-surprised to find a brace of
thesetoothsorne birds associated with the day's sport-'-" On.a-b.right zuann
iii-i- i',:i ii raute the hotfit bushes and taurets. _ Th.ey.wiu borh he likely
fiils-the forner a cerlain one dcock are about' - l'he- lhtch odrn'sltcd leaoes
';;;i, i;11;;,:,)i"i \i, radiatiin of heat fron the soit, a.nd iy fro! are.tittte
iftrua b, ihc reJrigerating iryfluence dthe clear.sky,..so lhal thqt oler e'tner d
7;;;'- ;r- ,iii 'n'riri io, in' biri as requireT"' (Badminton Librarv
tt Moor & Marsh," P. I3r.)
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r Fld, Fare, r Dabchick, r Wat, Hen, 6 Snpes.

r Dabchick, r FId. Fare, ! Snpes., r J. Snpe.

t Par., t Snpe,, r J. Snpe., r Jack Snpe. found

shot, r Dabchick,

r Sparrow Hawk, male, weighed 5 oz. full, r Snpe.,

r Jack do., r Par.

z J. Snpes., 6 Snpes.

r Wat. Hen, Z Snpes., r Sparr. Hawk (female),

weighed to oz. ls.

3 W. Cocks.

At Needwood Forest, r Nuthatch, 3 W, Cocks.

r Snpe,, r Wat. Hen, r Par,, 2 Wd. Cocks,

r Snpe,

r Wat. Hen., r Par,, t Duck Teal, 3 Snpes.

r Snpe., I Par,, both alnost in the dark,

r Colemouse,(s4) r Golden Crownd. Wren,

I Snpe., r Jack Snpe., do.

I Snpe., z Jack Snpes.

! Snpes.

r Wat, Hen, r }'ld. Fare, 3 Snpes., r J. Snpe.

z Snpes., r Lark.
r Grn, Wd. Pecker, z Titlarks, r Wd. Cock, z

Snpes., 4 J. Snpes.

r Mallrd., r Snpe., r Dabchick.

t Fld, Fare, z Snpes.

3.Eld. Fares, 6 Snpes., 4 J. Snpes,, one of rem

Sitting,{sst r Wd. Cock on grnd., r Wild Duck.

?his llloch is kinclll, lent A1 Messrs. Lorugruans and Co.

22nd,

24,

26.

27.

29.

3o,

L714.

Dec.

J"n.

znd,

6.

9'
II.

r 3th,
r4th.
r5th.

30th.
rst.

3rd,

4th.

5th,

6th.

8th.

roth.

...ltlt,: "C:k,*!r.se 
(parus !ter),-A pair build yearly in a very ancient laburnunr

tree rn the l(ector's Garden.

-.15il 
One of 'en Sitting.-Through the courtesy of Messrs. Longman. we are

auowed to reproduce the accompanying representation of a Snipi sitting from
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Feb.

Mar

t2th.

r4th,

r 9th.
20th.

zznd,

24th.

28th.

3r.

3rd.

4th.

5th.

3rd.

5th.
r2th.
r4th.
r6th,
t7.
r8th.

2 rst,
z,znd,.

25th.

261h.

14 Chaflinches, ctc., a' o. s', r !Vat. Hen, r Wat'

Rail.

r Car, Crow.

r Snpe., r Jack SnPe., I l'ld. Fare'

5 Pars., z.of 'em a. o, s. rising'

r Magpye, r Fld. Fare.

White Owl.

3 Sparrs., r Par.

r Snpe., r Mailrd' alnost eaten up by some bird

or vermin, r W. Duck.

r Large Spotted Wooclpecker, Cock Bird, r Snpe.

on ground.

r Par., r J. Daw, t Magpye wingcl., left.

r Snpe., r J. Snpe.r r l'ld. Fare.

I Heron, weighd 4 lbs' !

z W. Cocks (at 1!1r. Gisb. of Derbv.).

r Mallrd., z Mallrds., r Duck, I Mallrd.

z Mallrds., I Duck, r Nlallrd., r Rook'

r Car. Crow.

r Snpe.

r R,ed-Headd. Crested Fema1e Smew, (s6'

wd. t9 oz.

r Male Kestrel,
z Snpes.

r Mallrd., I Wat. Hen, r Small Pike, r do'

t Mallrd., I Snpe.' I Wheatear, I LaPwing.

the Badminton Series ("shooting in Moor and Marsh," p. r49.) . A
5ni"" rt*rus sits with his back to thJwind. I u'atched a wisp of these birds
r"tti. uoon'u favourite boggy spot in Staveley about two winters ago, which
might h'ave been bassed in-Ihe iame manner as the bird in question. A Pro?os
of 'lack Snipes, thE"(ollowing story was told to me by my father.-. "These
birds are known to afford continuous sport by most provokingly setthng agaln
and again within easy shooting range. And jn-the dayj of the French wars,

when French prisoners were qua-rtere-d here and there in- England, one of these

little birds, wliose habitat wai in a marsh close to the high. road' was flushed
reoeatedlv. and as repeatedly missed by one of several French officers on parole
in'r souiher., counti,. Tirie went on, and at-length peac-e-was signed, and
intimation was given to 'Monsieur' that he,might return to his-native-country-'
The coach whicih conveyed him to the nearest seaport travers-ed the high road
which lav contisuous to-the Iack Snipe's favourite haunt. 'Stay one noment,'
he cried io the ioachman, ori reachin! this spot, 'zohile f haoe a last looh at ny
friend. the Snitc.' He spranq fromlhe coaih, entered the boggy covert. Up
'rose the Snioe.' Alas ! foi the-last time. For the bird was knocked down by the
long lash of'the coachman's whiP ! !"

Bet t Red-Ifeadetl Crested Fcmale Srueza (lllergus albellus)'-Is only to be

seeir tn very severe winters.
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3 rst.

April znd.

4th.

5th.
8th'
rzth.
r8th.

2Ist.

z7th,

28th.
May 4th.

6th.

9th.

r Car. Crow.
r Car, Crow.

t Wd. Lark.
r Reed Sparrow (cock.)

t Magpye off her nest.

Car. Crow offnest.
I Rook.

z Yellow Water Wagtails, r Rook, r Car. Crow
off nest.

r Wood-pigeon, r IIen Dotterel,(sz) r Cock do.
r Cock Dotterel, r Wheatear (c),

r Rook.
2 Sparrs.
r Wryneck, r Willow Wren, r Sanderling or

Sandpiper.

t Swift,
Abt. 15 Rooks.

Abt. 3r Rooks.

roth.

I Ith.
t2th.
r4th, r Rook.

July zznd, r Car. Crow.
Aug. 2|th. A Wryneck.

3oth. r Young Mallrd,
Sept. rPar., rdo,Ido,, rdo.,3do.
Abt. Oct. rrth, r Car. Crow.

r4th. r Ringtaild, Hawk, wd. only rz oz, $.
2rst. z Pars.
24, 5Pars.,rSnpe.
27th, r Car. Crow.
29 r Par., caught a Dormouse alive in Stubbing:

'Wood'tsat

Nov. 2, z Pars.

6th. r Snpe.

9th. r Teal Duck, anothr. left in 'Wood.thorpe
Da,m,{srt 4 Starlings, Lessr. Horned Owl,
! Snpes,, r Jack do.

roth. z Snpes.

rrth. r Wood C,, r Snpe.

.,t:) ! *o.Dottercl (Charadrhts ltlorineltus).-Occasionally still to be met
with in Derbvshire-

t,t1), 511! b b i, le Wo o d. _In the neighbourhood of Chesterfi eld.
tset 

.Woolth.orjte Don,-Woodriorpe is a considerable hamlet in Staveley
parish, but the Dam is no longer in;xistence.
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l)ec.

12. r Par.' r Smll. Bird.

14. I Snpe., t W. C., r Par.

t6, r Female Sparr' Hawk, wd. 9 oz. ], z Snpes. I J'
Snpe. N'8.-r Snpe. left shot in Woodthorpe

Dam.

r7th. 3 Snpes., 2J' Snpes', r Car. Crow.

2rst, r Snpe., wd. 5 oz. 6 drs.' r do.

zznrl, I Wat. Hen, r Lark' r Snpe., t Fld. Fare, r do'

z3rd. r Tawney Owl, r Fld. Fare, t do., r do., r do.

24th. 4 Snpes.

28th. 3 Snpes,

2gth, z Snpes., 2 Pars. a. o. s,

N.B.-The Tawney Owl aLrove, a female, wd. I9 oz. ]'
A male do, shot by Mr, Dixon same day, wd, 1.3 oz. ].

rst, r Snpe., t do., z SnPes. a' o' s.

znd, z Wood Larks, t SkY Latk'

sth. r Snpe., r Squirrel.

6th. r J. Snpe., r fem, Spar' Hawk, wd, to oz,, t
Hen Bullfinch.

8th. z J. Snpes., r Snpe., t Cock Par,, wd' 16 oz. {,
r Hen Par., wd. 13 oz.

roth. rSnpe.rrPar.
N.B'-In the course of the last 3 weeks Mr. Dixon

shot z Bramblings. He shot at a Royston Crow

in Staveley ye 9th' On the roth I saw a bird

upon a piece of ice in Poolsbrook, which I
guessed to be a Chelasser Dun Diver.(6")
Saw also a small bird about the size of a Thrush

upon an ash tree' which I never saw before,

and guessed to be the Chatterer or Clarru-
lus Bohemicus.(6') The same day shot at

some 'W'ild Geese.(6') The weather was

now, and some time before had been, very

severe with frost and snow, &c., and the

la"l Dun Dizter or Goosander (Mergus Merganser\.-Mr. Hutchinson, the
taxidermist, of London Road, Derby, reports that he received one of these

handsome birds during last winter from Anchor Church antl Twyford.district.
l6i Chatlerer or Bohemiare Wartaing (Ponl,yctlla garrula).-Probably the

rector was correct in his surmise, although the Waxwing tuust be regarded as

a rare bird. thoush occasionallv visiting us in large numbers.
oet 1,y;7,7 Geest-'Ihe variety is nor-mentioned. A most difficult bird to

approach. Three Specimens 6f the Bean Goose were shot upon the Trent in
tlid neigtrbourhood oi Repton in the winter of r89o.
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r2th,

r3th,

r4th,

account oI the weather from the North of
Europe, mentioned the frost to have set in
earlier, and more severe than had been known

of some years,

I Fld, Fare and Redwg. a. o. s., r Redwg.

z J. Snpes., r Par., I Reed Sparrow (c), z Sparrs.

r Mallrd. Teal, wd, 14 oz.t t Fld. Fare, r J

Snpe., z Snpes.

N.B.-Shot this summer 5 or 6 doz. of Sparrs.

r Wat. Hen, 4 Snpes,

r Snpe., 5 oz. 2 drs.

r Fld. I'are, r Jack Snpe.

r J. Snpe.

I Snpe.

l Wat. Hen,
r Par.! r Mallrd., wd. 3lb. and near r oz,

3 Snpes.

I Missel Thr., r Fld. Fare, r Snpe., r Jack do.

I Lessr, Hornd Owl, wd. l3{ oz., r SDpe.

2 Snpes.

z Car. Crows a. o. s., r Fld. Fare,

r Wood C.

3 Moor Game, { do. with Mr. Adam Slater, about

6 or 8 Sparrows.

2 Sparrs.

5 Pars., 2 of'em a. o, s.

r Heron, wd. 4lbs. Ir oz., I Par.

13 Pars.

4 Pars., r Goatsucker, z[ oz,, 5 Pars.

4 Pars.

r Par.

3 Pars., 2 ol 'em a. o, s., r Land Rail.

9 Pars., 2 of 'em a. o. s. on ground, { Par. With
Mr. Dixon.(63,

z Pars.

r Par,

2 Pars., I do. with Mr. Dixon.

4 Pars,

!775. Jan.

r 7th.
rgth.

zzad,

26th.

27th.

29th,

30th.
znd.

5th.
6tb.

9tlt,
r3th,

25th,

t2,
Feb.

Aog.

Sept.

7th.

21.

ISt.

znd.

4th.

5th.

8rh.

9rh.
IIIh,

t2th.
r5th.
r6th.
zoth.

l$l With Mr. Diton.-The Rector and his curate aDDear to have lived on
the most- amicable terms, and to have shared, not only'the responsible duties
of the ministerial office, but also rhe enjoyments of thi field, and the bir.ds
which were bred on it,
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Oct.

Nov,

f)ec.

22lrd,.

z3rd.

25th.

z6th.

z8tn.
2gth,

3oth.
znd.

3rd.

5th,
9th.
roth,

I Ith.
rzth.
rgth.
z3rd.
26,

27th.
28th.

3oth.

3r st.

3rd.
8th.

9th.
roth.

r5th.
r6th,

2Ist.

zznd

z3rd,

25th.

28th.

4th,

5lh.

7 Pars.

4 Pars.

3 Pars., I do. with Mr. Dixon.
t Par., 3 do.

6 Pars., z of'em a. o. s., r Sparr.

3 Pars.

4 Pars.

4 Pars.

3 Pars,

4Pars,, z of 'em a. o. s., z Crows flying a. o, s.

8 Pars.

4 Pars,

r Par.

r Par.

t Crow.
I Quail, Par.

r Par.

2 Pars.

r Par.

2Parc.r2J. Snpes, I Magpye.

z Pars. a, o. s.

3 Pars.

r J. Snpe.

r Woodcock.
2 Pars,, t of'em rising.

r LaPWing.{o;t
4 Snpes.

Duck Widgeon, wd. t{ lb.
N.ts.-r W. Cock 13 NoYr.

r J. Snpe., 5 Sparrows, r Snpe,

3 J. Snpes.

z W. Cocks, I do. with Mr. Rodes.t6s)
t J. Snpe., 4 Snpes,, r Wat, Hen.
r Fld. Fare.
t Snpe,, 3 Larks a. o. s,, z Fld. Fares.

164 7 lay'lei2g (l/anellus Cistatus).-Large numbers of the common or Green
Plover as they are usually termed are still to be found in the parish. I am
somewhat surprised, however, to find no mention at all made of the Golden
Plover, inasmuch as flocks of this beautiful bird sometimes remain here for
weeks together. Their shrill note and their graceful fligbt render them special
obiects of interest.

i65l Mr. Rodes.-Mr. Cornelius H. Rodes, of Barlborough Hall, or some
member of this very ancient family.
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6th.

7.

8rh.

9th.
I Ith,
r 2th.

2Ist.

22nd,

28th.

2gth,

9th.
I Ith.

r 2th.

r 5th.
r 7th.

2 Snpes,, r Bittern,wd. 2lbs. *, r Kingflsher.(6)
r Par.

4 Snpes., z J. Snpes., r Wat. Rail.

r Fld. Fare.

6 Snpes., r Wat, Rail, r Wat. Hen, r Par.

4 Snpes., r Par.

r Mallrd., r Wat. Hen (left),

5 Larks.

z !'ld. Fares a. o. s., I Wat. Hen.
r Snpe., r Fld. Fare, J Larks.

r Weasel, wd. 4oz. {.
r Snpe. on ground, r Jack-Daw supposed to have

been taken away by the Crows.

t Magpye,

r Goosander, wd. 4 lbs. j[.

I Goosander, wd. 3 lbs. rr oz. Shot at a large

Otter at rI yds. distant (u,ith No. I) upon the

water'.

z Wat. Hens.

r Wat. Hen., wd. 7 oz,, r Par. wd. r r{ oz.

N.B.-The 'Weather(6, for zo days past was

severely frosty and the ground covered with
snow.

Catchd a Partridge supposed to have been hit on

the 27th, which wd. only 9 oz. |. Two Crows.

2 Crows.

r Lapwg.

I Mallrd.
Mr. Rodes gave me a long-eared Bat, rvhich rvd.

3{ drachms,

r Old Cock Grouse, r Young Cock do.

I Old Cock Grse., r Poot, I do.

5 Grouse Poots.

L776. J*n.

Feb.

Aog.

1777. Aus.

zznd
z7th.

2gth

Ist.

t2.

r5th.
r6th.

12.

z3rd.

12,

(661 t l{ingfsher (Alcedo Ispida).-These delightful, briglrt-plumaged birds
still haunt the streams around. I can usually get a glimpsi in my walks
abroad of this the most beautiful and quaint of British birds. Last year one
of nry curates met some lads with a nest of nearly full-fledged young ones.
He took compassion on them and endeavoured to rear them, but with no
success.

6t) The Weatht, Ac,-ln a little chronology compiled by Belsham, I find the
following entry l-" 1716,J^n.7. A fall of snow. The greatest ever remem-
bered in this country." Thiswould accountforthe natural advent of the rarer
water birds, as the Goosander, etc,
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tg. z Old Cock Grouse, 2 Old Hens do., z Poots do.

Sept. & Oct. Shot 8 or ten Brace of Pars., r Land-rai1.(68)
Oct. t7. Shot at a male Sparr. Hawl< off our Barn.

1778.-fn Aug. at Southprt', r Crow, r Pign. a. o. s.

Sept. Staveley, z Pars.

Oct. r Woodcock in company with Mr. D. Foxlow i(6) also t

Snpe., I Jack do., I Par., t Snpe. before'

Novr. 4 or 5 Snpes,r r W. C., I Par., r Rat.

l||$,holJ^n. Z, r Snpe., r Mallrd., 8 Rooks.

Friday, May 28,1779. Shot from off a Gate-post at the corner of

the Bridge over the Forge Rivulet, in the Sprousley, near the

Pastures Gate, an Osprey,k'l which agreed in its marks

very nearly with Mr. Pennant's description of that Bird, except

that this bird weighed only 59 oz. avoirdupois, but the wings

extended tight measuted from tip to tip 6ve feet six inches

and a half. N.B.-The above was in good condition, but

with an empty stomach. The legs short, but the thighs pretty

long. The talons semicircular and black, and nearly of equal

length; the underside of the feet and toes remarkably rough

with horny points, for the better holding of its slippery prey ;
the outer toe so movable as to form a second hind toe, and a

third forward, as in Owls. Not the least sign of the left foot's

68t r Landtail (Cretc Pratensis).-The keeper of the Staveley Cemetery
mowed over a nest of the eggs of this bird in the summer of r89r. Un-
fortunately, although endeavours were made to secure the hatching, the nest
rvas ultimately forsaken,

t|f8.--This was the year in which the Rector lost his broth er, the
Geri,eral. It is more than probable that this bereavement prevented for the
time so keen an interest being taken in the use of the gun.

l6sl M,', D. Foxlow,-Sone member of the Foxlow family whom I cannot
identify. Samuel Foxlow married as second wife the Rector's sister, Dorothy,
and aiong with the Rev. Fletcher Dixon, who married the other sister,
Catherine, occupied Staveley llall in two tenements f,rr many years.

aol rZZg.-A irost this winter lasted 84 days. (Belsham's " Chronoloqy.")
l?L) An Os?re.y (Parzdion Ealliactos\.-'lhis, no doubt, is the most important

and most interesting entry in the whble register. It speaks for itself, and only
the enthusiast in the pursuit ofany science or any " ology " can enter into the
feelings of the good Rector as he watched this " rara avis " topple off the post
frorn i charge, probably, oi the long gun, and carried his somewhat unwieldy
prize horne.- There, making the very careful description which 6nds place in
ihis register. What a tale he must have hacl to tell to lris brother sportsmer')
of thiigrand bird ! i\Ir. Gisborne's second cousin, the Rev. Thos. Gisborne,
of Yoxa'i Lodge, thus u'rites in his poetical work, " Walks in a Forest " :-

" And ospreys plunging from their cloudy height
With leaden fall precipitate, the waves
Cleave with deep-dashing breast, and, labouring, rise
'Ialons and beak o'erloaded,"
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Sept,

Aug.

Sept,

Oct.

Oct.
Nov,

Nov.

Dec.

being sub-palmated, as mentioned by Linneus' The feathers

on the thighs white, not long, and reaching very little belorv

the knees; the wings and talons remarkably long and strong.

Sent the above to Sr, A, Lever, who received it safe.

25, Shot 6 Snipes, also 3 Snipes in Aug.

Ist. rI Pars., I with Mr' Dixon, z Snipes.

Also the Beginning of SePtember

2 Pars. and 4 Snipes, r of them not got,

Also 3 Snipes and a Kestrel Hawk,

And a Ringtailed Hawk and r SniPe

r Sandpiper, S Pars.

r Snipe, and r got hit before.

z Pars,, r Snpe., 4 Pars'

3oth, 3 Snipes.

6th. 6 Pars., t Snpe., r Snpe., 3 Snpes., 6 Pars., t Par' ,

3 Snpes, with long gun.(z't

Lf:' ) , snpe', r Jack do', r snpe" z snpes', 3 Jack tlo'

5rh. 3 Snpes., r Wild Duck, r Par. winged not got' 2

Snpes., z Wat, Hens, 3 Snipes, z Larks, r

I(ingfisher, r Snpe., r J. Snpe.

Also before, r Lapwing, z Snpes., + 2 Snpes,' + r Snpe.

29. r Cock,

t, 4 Snpes,, r-lost, r Woodpigeon, 23 oz.2 drs'

3 Snpes., r Wat, Hen.

r Snpe., r Par., in company with Mr. Bright
of Inkersoll'(z:)

rrth. r 'Woodcock, r Snpe., r Jack do.

r3th. r Snpe.,3 Larks'
r4th, 6 Snpes,, r Fld. Fare.

h"l ltith Long Gutz.-I:Iere is further evidence of the keen and thorough
sDortsman. beine in possession of two distinct fowling pieces of unequal length.
Stme of these old loirg guns were deaclly weapons. Tradition pre'serves their
oro*.r.. Grev-headdh-keepers will tell y6u interesting stories of the old long
inuzzle-loader-lof its ownerf e.g., being in company with some fellow sports'
men furnished with the (then) new percussion fire. A covey is flushed.
Bans ! bans ! qo on eithet side the new-fashioned barrels' But the birds fly
,wai unhaimei. Nervously toying with his deadly long barrel,' the old
.ooris*ut with a wave of thi hartd (or, perhaps, taking a pinch of snuff from
h'is waistcoat pocket), says, launtily to his comrades, " Edoe yu allfnisfied,
Eentlcnen ?" and raising th6 long gun quickly to his shoulder brings down one
ir perhups a brace (a. o.-s ) as the coveylowers the boundary hedge of the field,

itsl 1q'7. 37;t1rs of Inkersoll.-Inkersol is a hamlet within the parish of
Stavelev wlrich- still retains its agricultural character. The family of. Bright
*.." 

"i,id.otly 
old inhalritants -of Staveley. A Mr. Thomas Bright of

Inkersol was ihurchwarden in 1743, and was apparently buried in 1774. In
r78o, Henry, son of Paul llright, of Inkersol, was baptized.



BIRDS SHOT BY THE REY. FRANCIS GISBORNE. 2O9

1780. In Jan, Shot 4 Jack Daws upon Mr. Flint's stack.

Beginning of April. Shot a Wryneck at Derby.

Latter end of April. Shot I Rook, r Car. Crow,

Aug. r2th. r illoor Game.

Sept.kl) 3 Pars,, z of 'ern a, o. s., 3 Dace, Ir Sparrs,, I

Wheatear, 6 Pars., z Pars.

Day before also. z Lapwings, r Mid Spotted 'Wood.

P€Cker,(zd 4 Pars., 3 Pars., I! Sparrows, r I'ar., 3

Snpes., r Lapwing, 9 Pars., r Par., I Par., t Snpe.

OCt.tz+t 3 Pars,, r Par. at Derby, t MisseltoeThmsh, I3 Lapu,ings,

II Sparrows, r Supe., 3 Lapwings, zof'em o. o. s.,

with Mr. Gisborne, t Snpc.,3 Laprvings lrefore a. o. s.

with Mr. Gisborne, z Ja1's.

Nov. 3. I W. Cock.

4. I Par., r Snpe., I W. C. in colnpany rvith trIr.

Gisborne.

28th. 2 SnPes.

1?81. Jan. 5. I Wat. I-Ien, 3 Pars.

Mar. Caught 6 Trout, I Chub, sotne small Perch lt Oresswell,(76)
z4tlr. Caught 8 Pike at Pebbly Dam from 3 to + past 5

in the afternoon, which weighed about 13 lbs.

Fridav. ( 2I Pike at Pebbly Datr, near z lbs. each on an average'

eorit zt.'] N.e.-Cuught 16 or r7 of the last above rvith one antl
' t the same dead Bullhead(zz) in the afternoon.

Mry I8. 5 Trout at Cressrvell.

Sept. Ist. Shot 3 Pars.' I Sparrow Hawk flying over our

garden, having shot r do. do. sornetime since'

Shot also in Sept, a Hawk from our garden

resembling a IIerlin, but in sotne respects

\?41 Se?t., Ott,-Here we have a nrore general statement of the month's
shooting.

ld MZd Sfutted llloodlccker.-A long discussion has taken place as to th.e

existence ofihis third v'ariety of Woorfpecker, in addition to the " Greater "
and the " Lesser " Spotted 6ird of this- genus. The conclusion arrived at is
that it is merely the young of the forrner-of these two birds, and has no inde'
nendent existence.' bat Cresszaell.-A small hamlet in the parish of Elmton, famous for-its
picturesque sulroundings, and also noted for its recent interesting geological

discoveries.
td The saue dead Bullhead (Coltus Gobio\.-This reads like fishing in- a private

stew, and is certainly a very interesting tnd nncommon experience. The Rector
seerns to lrave been as suicessful witli tlre rorl as with thegun. April is no-w a

close month for this voracious fish. The largest I ever saw taken weighed
z8 lbs., and was a short, deep-girthed fish.

t4
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different. Shot also in Sept. abt. z! brace more

Partridges or nearer 3o Brace.

In Oct, Abt. 20 brace of Pars., r Cock Pheasant and r
Sparrow Hawk, male, r Bunting, and

on 29th. r W. Cock, rz Sparrs, a, o. s. in Oct.

Dec. II. I Snpe,, r Jack do., r Fld. Fare, I Snpe., t Jack do,

1782. Attg. t2, I Grouse.

in Aug, also. 4 Crows, ! Sparrows.

Sept. r Brace of Partridges,

Oct. Abt. 6 Brace do., some Sparrows, r Land Rail, 4 Field
Fares, 6 Snpes. Also zo Snpes., z of'em a, o. s. and r

of 'em a Jack Snpe,, z Woodcocks, 2 Pars,, 4 Sparrs.,

r Lark, r Fld. Fare, r Thrush, 4 Wat. Hens., r Wild
Duck.

26th. r Wat. Hen, z Fld. Fares, r Snpe.

27th. z Fld. Fares, r Snpe.

29th. z Fld. Fares, r Snpe., r Kingfisher, 3 Snpes,, 6

Fld. Fares, N.B.-3 of 'em a. o, s,, 2 Wat.
Hens, I Redwing, r Fld, Fare, r Rook, r Fld.
Fare, I do.

Dec. r3th. r Fld. Fare, 5 Larks,4 Starlings,2 Snpes., 2 Wat,
Hens a, o. s., r Fld. Fare, z Fld. Fares,

I Car. Crow.

1?83. April loth, r8 Pike, caught at Pebbly Dam, weight of 'em abt.
20 lbs, N.B.-+ do. caught latell at CaW-
forth Puddle,(78) one of 'em near 3 lbs. weight,

3 or 4 more at do,

Sept. r and beginning of Oct, Shot rI Brace of Pars,, 2 or 3 doz,

Sparrs., about one dozen and a half of Starlings, r Lapwing,

3 Snpes.

Oct. 13. 3 Pars. (z of'enr a. o, s,), r Snpe., r Royston Crorv.

I5th. r Rook.
tZ. t P^r.,2 Snpes,, r Jack do,, z Wat. Hens,

2oth, 2 Pars., r Wat, Hen.

z3rd, 3 Pars.

24th, rPar.,tSnpe.
25. z Snpes., r Wat. I{en, r Par.

27. r Snpe., r Wat. Hen not got.

2gth. zPars.,3Snpes.

0e) Cazuforth Puddle.-I cannot identify this piece of water,
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Nov.

2tt

r Par.

r Snpe.

t Snpe.

r Sparrow Hawk, male, wd. 5 oz., 3 Snpes.,

z Woodcocks.

r Snpe., t Jack do.

2 Snpes., r Wat, Hen,

4 Snpes,, r Par.

z Snpes.

r Fld. Fare.
r Woodcock, r Jack Snpe,, t Kingfisher,

r Snpe., r Fld. Fare, r Redwing.
z Snpes., r Spotted Woodpecker.

t Jack Snpe.

r Fld, Fare., r Redwing a. o, s.

r Wat. IIen, r Kingfisher, z Snpes,

4 Snpes,, r Jack do., r Wat. Hen, r Par., 5

Starlings a, o. s,

7 Snpes.

r Snpe.

3 Supes.

8 Snpes., r of 'em on ground, t Jack do., r Fld.
Fare, z Wat. Hens.

r Snpe., r Par.

r Kingfisher, r Snpe., t Fld. Fare, z Sparrs,

r Snpe.

3 Snpes.

2 Snpes,, I Jack do.

I Snpe,, r Wat. Itail,
r Jack Snpe. N,B, I Snpe left dead in water.

r Duck Teal, r Mallrd. do.

2 Wat, Hens, z Snpes., r Brambling, r Starling.
r Wat. [Ien, r Wat. Rail, r Snpe,, t Jack do,

3 Snpes,, r Par,, I Dabchick.

r Snpe.

r Mallrd, Teal, r Snpe.

r Snpe,, r Duck Teal.

I Snpe.

z Wat. Hens, 2 Snpes., I Mallrd, Teal, 7 Larks
a. o. s., r Rook.

r Snpe,

3 Snpes,, z Wild Ducks.

4 Snpes., r Wat, Hen, 15 I.arks.

3rd.

4th.
6th.
8th.

roth.

I Ith.
r2th.
r4th,

r 5th.
r8th.

20th.

2 Ist,

22nd

24th,
2Sth.

27th.

z8th.

29th,
Decr. rst.

znd,

3rd.

4th.
8th.

roth.
I Ith,
r2th,

r3th.
r5.
t6.
17.

r8.
r9.
20,

zznd,
z3rd.

24th.

27th,

2gth,

3oth,
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Jan.

Fel:.

Mar.

Sept.

Oct.

Nov.

rst. t Wat. Hen, 2 Snpes.

3rd. 4 Larks and r Chaffinch a. o. s. in garden,

?th, t Wild Duck.

t2. r Snpe.

2oth. t Car. Crow.
zznd. r Fld. Fare,

24th, r Wat. Hen.

8th, 19 Sparrs. a. o. s. offGarden Wall.
13. r Rook, t Crolv a day or two before.

t6, r Rook,

13. r Wild Duck,

18. I Snpe.

Ist. I Par., o. b, (old hen.)

znd. r Crow.

4th. 2 Pars., one of'em an o. h.

7th. 2 Pars. at ll,sais[a,rr.ks) '

r4th. 2 Pars. a. o. s., r Snpe.

rsth. 6 Pars., 2 of tem a. o, s., 4 Snpes.

t6th, r Snpe.

r7th. rSnpe.rrPar.
2oth. r Par,

2tst. rdo.,rRail,
zznd, r RailrzPars,
z3rd, r Par.

z4th, 3 Pars.

251h. r Par.

3oth. r Par,

rst. r Cock Pheasantr 2 lbs. 12 oz,, I Snpe.

znd, r Par.

5th or 6th. r Par.

gth, z Pars.

Abt. IIth. 6 Pars., t Jack Snipe, r Sea-garll.€o)
7 Sparrs., 3 Starlings shot in Sept. and Oct.

An foterva,l of six years.

1el llani5)1a1s.-In the adjoining parish of Eckington. Renishaw Hall is
one of the seats of Sir Ge6rge Reiesby Sitwell, Eart,, a learned anriquary
and contributor to the Society's volumes.

(b) Sea-gull,-lt is somewhat rare to find one of these birds so far inland.
In the winter of r888rhowever, I met with one onthebanksofthe canal
which rnus through this parish,
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May 14, fl$Q. Shot a Jack in Rother, also 16 large Gudgeons at one

other Shot.

An Interval of three Ye&rE.

1793. Sept. 14.

r6.

2 rst.

r rth.
r2th,
14.

24th,
2gth.

3rst.
Nov. 6,

t2th.
r6th.

4 Sparrs.

6 Pars.

3 Pars., r Wat. Hen.

r Snpe,

r Par.

r Jack Snpe., I Snpe. (one found winged which

Mr. F. Bodon(8t) left the rzth), I Par.

r Wat. Hen.
z Sparrs.

3 Snpes., r Jack do.

t Cock Pheasant, z lbs. t4 oz., Woodcock,

r Snpe., r Kingfisher.

z Sparrs.

t Larger Butcher Bird, r Par., z Pars, a. o. s.,

I of 'em POntO(8') found, r Fld. Fare, I do.

not got, 2 Sparrs., r Grey Owl.

r Wat. Hen, z Snpes., r Mallrd.
z Woodcocks.

t Fld. Fare, wing'd, not got, z Wat. Hens,

r Snpe.

z Jack Snpes., r Wild Duck, z lbs. to oz,

r Snpe., r Jack Snpe,

r Kingfisher.

r Snpe.

r Wat. Hen., r Jack Snpe., 2 Snpes,

r Snpe,

r Snpe.

r C. Pheasant, z lbs. r3 oz.

r Snpe.

r Jack Snpe.

2'Snpes.

Dec.

2gth.
2.

3rd.

5th.
6th.

7th.

9th.
roth.

r2th.
r5rh.
20th.

27|h.

z8th.

3oth.

l8i) Mr, F. Bodon. Probably a member of The Bowden family, still resitlent
in the immediate neighbourhood ; Major Borvden being at present the
occupant of Barlborough House,

$21 Poiltl, No doubt a successor to " lhutry."
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J"n. rst. r Snpe,

znd. r Mallrd., 3lb, z oz.

3rd. r Wild Duck wing'd, not got, r Snpe. do.,
r Thrush.

4th. I Snpe. in River, not got.
6th. t Snpe.

7Lh. r Wild Duck, r Snpe,, r do., r Wat. Rail.
N,B.-After having shot at another Water Rail, on putting the

charge of powder into the gun, it instantly took fire, blew the

head of the flask from which the charge was poured quite away,

the powder flask also out of F. G.'s hand, but without kindling
the remr, of the gunpowder in the flask; knock'd offF. G,'s
hat, which was much scorched, as were his eye-brows, &c., in a

less degree, no material harm being further done. It is pre-

sumed some spark of fire remained in a bit of the brown paper

wadding which had unaccountably not been projected out of the
barrel, an event which never happened to F, G. in the course of
45 years' shooting, and which, it is to be hoped, very rarely
happens, as the consequences might be fatal. The 6re certainly
took place without the intervention of the flint, as the gun was at
half-cock after the explosion, the hammer being flung up about
half-way frorn the pan.

'Ihe Register ends with this very exciting bit of experience.
That the unfortunate charge knocked off only F. G.'s hat and not
his head, is a matter of sincere congratulation to the Parish of
Staveley, for, after this very narrow escape of his valuable life, it
is still true to say of the wortlry rector that, like The Jackdaw of
Rheims,

" He long lived, the pride
Of the country's side,

And at length in the odour of sanctity died."

It was not until the year t82r that he departed this life, aged

eighty-nine, aiter having held the Rectory of Staveley for the lorrg
period of sixty years.

I am almost ashamed to say that I cannot discover any monu-
ment, either within the church or in the churchyard, to the
memory of one who so faithfully and beneficently served his
generation; but the good man has a monument
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t' ,lEre perennius

Quod non imber edax, non Aquilo potens

Possit diruere, aut innumerabilis

Annorum series, et fuga temporum."

-Hor' Book iii., Ode xxx.

in that he still lives in the memories of the descendants of his

parishioners. Many, indeed, are the tales which are told of him

whose name is still familiar as a household word, and of him most

truly may it be said that his works do follow him.

In a letter which has recently come to hand, it is stated that he

was accustomed to make fireworks in the small brick building with

stone steps up to the door, attached to the old Rectory llouse,
and let them off in the meadows, or at Moor Top, beyond

where they could be seen for miles round. People used to

say i-"O'lud Staley Parson is gi'eing a sltoza for nougltt again'"

In his latter years, Mr. Gisborne becanre very feebie, but

continued to read prayers as long as his failing powers rvould

permit. On one occasion, when he wanted to preach, just as he

got into the pulpit, Mr. Foxlow (his curate) and lYiliiam Sales

(the clerk) gently led him down the steps again, as they thought

him too infirm to make the attempt successfully.

The following lines, placed on a large plum cake, were

forwarded to him by his friend, Mr. Garthwaite, in the year r8o9,

with which enconium we may well bring our annotations to arl

end:-
" Whilst the whole Isle a Jubilee ordains

That a lov'd monarch half'a century reigrrs,

Let Staveley's sons a pious Gisborne greet,

Who fifty years has been their Pastor meet.

Take, then, this humble token which I send,

Thou best of mortals, and sincerest friend."

I should like to add, in conclusion, that the notes, frolu a natural

history point of view, are by no means erhaustive, and that the

incompleteness is only one of the many shortcomings of an attempt

from a'prentice hand to add to the interest of an archeological
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Volume. The paper, such as it is, has been compiled arnid the
responsibilities of a large and extensive parish in those odds and
ends of time which fall to the lot of most of us. If it should
prove of sufficient interest to induce our local naturalists to give
the county volume the occasional results of their observation aud
experience, it will not have been written in vain.

cnoss tN St"\\ l;t-El' cBt'Rcltl'Aat).


