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the golden-tinted light. Probably most Derby

people have taken this p,leasant walk to Mackworth, and have
stood and mused and wondered and departed; but not many
are aware that this picturesque gatehouse ca.rries the mind back
to the tirne of the Plar.rtagenet kings, when Edward III. tvas

reigning, while his son Edward, the Black Prince, rvas busl'
fighting in France, and gaining victories at Crecy and Poictiers.
It rvas at the latter that James, Lo,rd Audley, with his four
esquires-Delvas, Mackworth, Hawkestone, and Foulshurst-clid
such vaiorous deeds, that, after the battle was over, he was

highly commended by Edward, the Black Prince, who, to mark
his high estimation of his valour, bestowed upon him " 5oo
marks of yearly revenues." On being carried back to his tent,
however-for he had been severely wounded-he called together

his esquires, and in the presence of his brother, Sir Peter, and

five others, he made over the 5oo marks as a gift to his four

esquires and their heirs for ever.2 Nichola,s, son of the above

Lord Audley, was the last of his line, for he died in t392, s.p.

In r4o5 John Touchet, grandson of his sister Joan, was sum-

moned to Parliament as Baron Audley, and from him descended

I A Paper read at the Annual Meeting, r5th June, though somewhat
abridged,

2 That Mackworth was one of the four is doubted by some.
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a long line, rvhich ended in the death of John, eighteenth
Baron Audley, rj77. The Touehets were Norman, and their
name occurs in the rolls of Battle Abbey and the Norman
Chronicles. They appear to have held Marton, or Markeaton,
at an early date. In the veut t25r, Thomas, son of Robert
Tuschet, had a charter of free warren there. The Touchets
claimed a park at Ma.r'keaton and a gallows for the execution of
crirninals in r33o. In or about the year 1576 John Touchet,
Lord Audley, sold the manors of Markeaton and Mackworth to

John Mundy'r The Mackworths, tho'ugh they never owned the

manor, appear to have possessed a considerable estate there, a

portion of which was given to John Mack$'orth, clerk, bv John
Touchet, Lord Arrc1le,v, in r4o6' Thornas Mackworth, his

)'ounger brother, rvas the ancestor of the subsequent generations'

A history of the family and their connectio'n with the castle is

set forth in detail bv the late Rev. Charles Kerry in vol' xi',
page r, of this /ournal. There is also a pretty- etching of the

castle by the late F. G. Robinsor.r. In this article the original
Deed of Cqnveyance, dated r6th June, 1655, is given in full,
by whieh the estate passed from Sir Thomas Mackwo'rth, Bart',
to Sir John Curzon, ancestor of Lord Scarsdale, the present

owner. At that tirne the mansion house had already become a
ruin.

The only way of accounting fo'r the singular fact that this
beautiful old gatehouse is all that remains, is that a castle never

existecl, but only one of the rambling old half-timber mansions,

r.,f which several still exist, and there is good reason for this

eonjecture, because of the considerable evidences in the adjoin-
ing field of there having been large buildings, in two blocks,
which were roughly measured. The first block seen on entering

the field was rr8 ft. by 5r ft., and the other adjoining it
rr5 ft. bv 96 ft.-in both cases these figures refer to the north
and rvest sides only. The Rev. C. I(erry thought these areas

were courts; but this can scarcely have been so, because there

a.re indications that a building of Iarge extent once stood there,

1 Lysons' DerbTshire, page 2o3
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and from the fact that the manor house of the Touchets at
N4arkeaton was a structure of wood and plaster, which was taken
down in r7-50,1 \4rhen the present house was built, .it may fairlv
be a.ssumed that the house at Mackworth was of lhe same kin,J,
and this would account for its entire disappearance, when it is
remembered that for the long period of two hundred I.ears. it
had been forsaken bv its owners, and thus fell to decav, as so

many others have done. Now as to the present structure, which
remains in such good condition, it marv be said that it coukl
never have been part of a fortified ca.stle.; the walls are o,f no
strength, and it is in such a position that it could easily have
been destroved by a very small force armed even with the small
\l,eapons then in use, so that any idea of its ever being intended
for defensive purposes is untenable. But rvhile the more ancient
rnd less substantial fabric has vanished this more substantial one
has remained. Of co.urse, the redoubtable Cromu,ell and Sir
John Gell are credited with its destruction, but it shows no
signs of ill-usage of that kind ; moreover, it is verv doubtful if
the Nlackworths of that dav were opposed to the Parliament.

The building as it now stands may be described as havinq
been a castellatecl gatehou-se or entrance to the grounds of the
mansion-house, which stood to the u.est of it, and the style of
architecture is that of the fifteenth csnfurv-ps,rpendicular. The
design is good, and so is the rvorkmanship and proportions.
The arch in the centre is a segmental one, decorated rryith a

croeketed moulding, which rises into the ogee form, rvith a

finial in the centre. There are buttresses on each side of the
gateway, and also at each angle of the building. From these
latter rise round turrets, which are embattled, and rise co,nsider-

ably above the embattlerl parapet of the general fabric. There
are three square-headed windows in the fro'nt, and one at the
east end of the upp,er room, each wifh mullions and transorns;.

and cusped foliation in the heads. fn the lower west side

there is an arrow slit, and above there is a flat p'rojection for
the chimney of the upper room, in which there is a small hmded

1 Hutton's Dcrbyshire.
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fireplace. The chimney shaft rises above the p'axapet and has

an embattled cover, the apertures for the smoke being in the

sides. There are three gargoyles rep'resenting animals to carry

the rain-water from the roof, which, if it was not flat, could

have been but of very slight pitch. The room was very narrow,

as there are only three embrasures in the end parapets, while

there are eight in the front' The floor of the room must have

been of wood. There were small rooms on each side the arch

on the ground floor, one of which must have afforded some

means of ascent to the room above, but there are no remains

of walls or anything to show how the side at the back was

finished, whether by another arch or simply by a square opening

through the rvall. So the matter ends there'

It is pleasant to finrJ that every care has been taken to keep

this interesting relic in good repair by the present proprietor,

Lorcl Scarsdale, in rvhose family it has been since 1655'


