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DERBYSHIRE PRINTING AND PRINTERS

BEFORE I8OO.

By Nonvrex TAYton, F.L.A.

,'flHE orovincial presses that are known to have been

I 
".ttUti.hed 

beiore the r8th century are few and
r- 

the history of printing in England before the year

1695 is largely 
-concirned 

with the presses in London'

Oxtira and-Cambridge. In r5B5 the Star Chamber gave

authority to Archbishop Whitgift's code of regulations

for liceirsers and priniers, which among other things

placed all the provincial presses 
-ex9ep! 

Oxford 
-and

bambridge outside the protection of the law, and from

that time a series of ena-tments sat heavily on the trade'

The first step in the emancipation of the Press in 1695'

when the Licensing Acts of t66z and 1665 were finally
allowed to lapse, was greeted with a swarm of "Postmen"
and "PostbJys," as many as 2r papers being published

in each week. These consisted for the most part of very
carefully extracted reports from the--established London

papers and the ,"wi-lettur.. Parliament was slowly
gaining power from the King but Tany years were to

[ass Uitore the Press became the lively witness we know

to-day. The exactitude with which the news-letters were

reprinted however has provided reliable material for
hiitorians. Few of the letters themselves are now

preserved.
In addition to the newspapers, the first productions of

the local presses included chap-books, sermons, bill-
heads, pubiic notices, school texts, certificates, political
manifeslos, warrants, etc. Books appeared only when
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the press had become established. Even then the
subscription list seems to have been a necessary prelimin-
ary. Without doubt the newspaper was the most
reliable bread-winner and the early history of printing
in the town which can trace its history back to this period
usually turns on the history of its first newspaper.

In Derbyshire this was The Derby Postman (No. r
was probably dated December rst, r7r9). Llewelllm
Jewitt in an article contributed to The Reli,quary,
Vol. XXI, r88o-r, said "a number of. The Postboy
for October r6th, r7aa, is in existence and is sur-
mised' to be the precursor of The Derby Postman."
After careful investigation, this must be considered
unlikely. In the same article the writer, after describing
two numbers of The Derby Postman which he claims
were the earliest numbers of the paper still in being, goes
on to assert that the first one, No. /, for Thursday,
January tzth, r7zo, "is carefully preserved in the
Wisbech Museum." The curator of this museum has
been unable to trace any record of its acquisition in his
registers. The second paper which Jewitt mentions, No.
8, for Thursday, January rgth, r72o, was in the
possession of Thomas Bateman. It is now in the Derby
Public Library. Letters contributed to Notus and
Queries and The Derbyshire Ailuertiser have not served
to bring the earlier papel to light and the copy for
Thursday, January Tgth, r72o, No. 8, in the Derby
Public Library, must in the meantime be accepted as
the earliest extant copy of a Derbyshire newspaper. The
printer was Samuel Hodgkinson who had his office near
St. Werburgh's Church and later below The Bell in
Sadlergate. He was probably the first printer in Derby.
From the first paper his imprint included the words "all
manner of books printed." Pamphlets of his which
have been examined are'-

"Doctor H . : . Vindicated or the case relating
to the Differences about All Saints Church in Derby.
2nd ed." (t728).
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"A review of the proceedings of the corporation
of Derby relating to Doctor Hutchinson. r?28,"

"Exceptions made by Dr. H. against the Corpora-
tion of Derby, 1728."

In addition there is evidence that he printed "A reply to
the review" and "A True State of the Parish of
All Saints." It is a piece of good fortune for local
historians that the crisis which led to the rebuilding of
A11 Saints should provide the subject matter for these

early specimens of printing. There is nothing ambitiou!
about them. They are printed in the manner of
"separates" from the newspaper. It tTzg he printed
Houghton's Rara Auis ir Terris, the Cotnpleat Miner
which may safely be claimed as the first book - above
pamphlet rank - printed in Derbyshire.

The name of Dr. Michael Hutchinson, vicar of the then
Parish Church of All Saints, also figures in another
interesting piece of evidence regarding the introduction
of the printing press in Derby. One of his early sermons,
for January 3oth, t7rg, was printed for Henry Allestree
in Nottingham. The publication of this sertnon was at the
request of the mayor and corporation of Derby. This is

flimsy evidence but it does suggest that there was not
a printer able to manage the job locally. Joseph Tilley
in Ped,igrees of Derbyshire Farruil,ies (c. 1899) asserts that
Henry Allestree was in business as bookseller in the
Market Place, Derby, about r7r2, but provides no
evidence in support. His name occurs as bookseller in
a pamphlet printed at Nottingham r?r4 "A Vindication
of Presbyterian ordination . . Nottingham, J. Collyer,
r7T4," and in The Weekly Courant (Nottingham), Vol.
4, No. 2t, December zznd, r7r5. In tTrg he is men-
tioned in the imprint to The Nottingham Mercury as local
agent for that paper.

Other booksellers and publishers in the town were John
Hodges, whose name is given in the imprint of five
publications between the years r7r3 and r7tg, and
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William Cantrel, also an agent for The Notti'ngham

Mercwry and publisher of BlaCkwell's Introduction to the

Classici, r7rb, and Charles Cotton's Wonders of the

Peak, qzi; bd there were booksellers in the town even

before this-time. The name of Thomas Cadwell appears

twice in manuscript in a copy of a Rider's Btitish Merlin

almanack for fiAz as one of Sir George Sitwell's

creditors (D.A.S., vol. xii, r89o). These pocket d*1:
nacks aro still preserved in the libraries of many old

English families, and with their manuscript reminders.of

"r.irt., 
outstanding bills, engagements, etc', they provid3

good historical background for the- period' Reference is

irade in The Lond,on Gazette January 6th to roth'
fi7516, to a Jethro Thornton, bookseller in Derby 1675'

"rra"in" 
namJ of Henry Nisbett appears in the imprints

of three publications between r-7o4-n' 
-

Of th; foregoing, William Cantrel has attracted the

most attention from local historians' Joseph Tilley in
Notes for a Derbyshire btbliotheca, 1894, goes so- far as

to make this claim: "If we say that Cantrel was the first

Derbyshire printer and publisher in- book form, we are

stating a faci which we c-onscientiously believe and which

will srirely not be controverted." Tilley says he has seen

a copy oi Blackwell's Introd,ucti'on to the Classics with
the imprint "Derby. William Cantrel, r7r8," in the

Derby Public Libriry and suspects !h1t there is a copy

with 
"the Derby imprint in the British Museum dated as

early as T7r7: ef tne Derby Public Library copies have

been examined and none bear this imprint' The copies

of this work in the British Museum printed catalogue all

bearaLondonimprint.ItisdoubtfulwhetherCantrel
ever engaged in Printing.

Samu"el"Hodgkinson i"e-. therefore to have been the

first man in the county to have realised that the newly

won fre"do* of the printing press was an opportunity for

local enterprise in ttris neta. There are few glimmers.of

enterprise in the paper he printed however' Its size
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seems to have been dictated by the paper or material he
had available and varies, sometimes from week to week;
neither does the type or number of columns used settle
into any one pattern during its short life (December rst,
t7t9 to r73T, precise number or month not known.
Vol. 3, Numb. CCII. Thursday, April r5th, r73r, is
the last copy of this paper I have been able to examine).
In t7z6 it was rechristened The British Spy: or Derby
Postman, No. r of which appeared May 3tst, t726.

The absence of local news can be excused partly by
the'small size of the communities - word of *ooth would
outpace the reporter - and partly by the fact that these
communities were too self-contained to feel interest in
neighbouring communities that were nornally beyond
visit or contact. The advertisements are few, perhaps
for the sarne reason although a heavy governmint tax
helped to retard their growth. There does not seem to
be any reasonable defence however for giving the London
news verbatim from the London papers and the news-
letters of Wye and Fox, without any commentary
or editorial to explain the choice or make it palatable for
the country dweller.

In considering the sequence of these papers, of which
3o copies are held in the Derby Public Library, the old
style calendar which gave March z5th as the first day of
the year must be borne in mind, since in England this
calendar practice continued to be used untit 1752.
Alfred Wallis, the writer of "A sketch of the early hisiory
of the Printing Press in Derbyshire,, (D.A.S., vol. viii,
rBBl) saVs "no dependence can be placed upon the
numbering - the issue of March zrst, T?zi, being
marked Vol. r, Numb. XLII, whilst that of Septembei
r4th in the same year is identified as Vol. r, Numb.
XXII." After arranging the papers in sequence accord_
ing to their subject matter it is obvious thit Hodgkinson
used the old style calendar and that March zrst-, r7zJ,
was indeed a later day than the September r4th, 1727,
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which is given. The numbering is seen to be quite

regular and dePendable.--V;i, 
r, Numb. B. Thursday, January ;.glh' tTzo' is

.f ;;-il;.. , size B! in. x 6! in',-price rld'' "to U":9i-
tirro.a'*'".tty." 

-A 
woodc-ot print-of a stag in a field'

""* prtr o1 b.tUy'. armorial bearings' adorns the first

page.' ?ol. r, Numb. ro. Thursday, February 2nd' t72o'

is also of rz pages with the same format'-- 
N"-U. zt5'fir Thursd,ay, May r8th' r73r, slows. 

1
.";;i;'#"g" of lay-o'ui of title-page and the imprilt
i. ;;ty inform"ative, 

""Derbyt 
-Printed 

and sold by S'

ffoagii*o" at the Printing-g5ce-near St' Warburg's

Ch;t-"h; and by Hen. Allestree, Bookseller in Derby'

W*. goft in W-irksworth; and may be had at Burton'

fitcnnAa (at Shenston by Thomas Barfoot)' Sutton'

Birmlngham by Thomai Hide and at Ashburn'

Utto*.i.t, Stafford and Stone by Tho' Hanworth' and

will be left for any gentleman (by the men who will come

.rr..y *""t to the adovesaid places) at rs' 6d' the Quarter'

"t uit *t i.h places advertiiements are taken in at zs'

"".ft 1nti". Tirree-Halfpence)'" An interesting feature

ri ifrit prtticular issue ls that on page B it speaks of an

"Act for the more effectual.uppr"tsing of blasphemy and

,ioi"r.rr.r, whereby authors, printers and publisher: a.re

I;;td;;; io publish books denving the articles of the

Christian religion."
With the .f,"rrg" in title the paper was reduced to four

pd;., th; .ize of"the page incriaied to 14$ in' by g+i.n'

and advertisements ap"peared more frequently' The

""t"U.t 
for April 6th, t))7, contains one wordy advertise-

*""t "t 37 lines extolling the "Beauty' Breed and-sii."st[, 
Sir. ,t d Moving" of a. horse which "will carry

r8 stone weight with Pleasure'"
A name .r,it i"ft ,""rrc in the pages of the paper is

f"r"-irf, noe who combined the sale of books and

iatent medicines at the top of Sadlergate' Later he



44 DERBYSHIRE-PRINTING AND PRINTERS

extended his business to book publishing and was still
in business in 176o, when he puUlisted i tourttr edition
of Gregory's m,anual ol mod.ein geography.

On March z3rd, t732, appeared tne Arst number of
The Derby Mercwry, a weekly paper printed by Samuel
Drerury._._The prefatory note in ti. nrst issue-promises
wgll - "I presume it will contain as much Newi as any
other paperpublished in the neighbourhood; or, at leasi,
as much that is material. The accounts of Goods
Exported and Imported, which take up so much room
in some of our Country Weekly papers, are so stale and
imperfect, (I might say false) that ihe publishing of ,em
is. rather an -imposition on the public than iny real
advantage; also the Diseases so particularly meritioned
in the London Bill of Mortality, with an account of tho
ages of the Persons Dead, are what very few read over,
which therefore I shall omit and instead thereof, pr"..ri
my readers with something which I hope will be more
agreeable." The cap fits Hodgkinson,s The British
Sy'y so well that there is a faint poisibility this paper was
still in-being, especially since Diewry splaks in this note
also of several scurrilous papers U"i"d directed 

"g"i*thim in the town. Drewry liowever shoivs little origiiality
in his paper except to introduce a rather morbid -note 

in
-S-tving 

publicity to criminal trials which were running at
the time; one detailed report of a trial which contin"ued
through four numbers of his paper roused some animosity
on the part of his readers. Diewry also found it profii-
able to publish several broadsheets dealing at length with
the lurid details of recent executions and tLere is Jvidence
that this jorm o! journalism was a sideline of the Drewry
printing house throughout the century.

Allestree and Roe are mentioned as agents for the paper
i" 1!" imprint and later in Vol. r, Numb. zr, Richard
Smith in Ashbourn": F: Senley in Wirkswortn ."a j.
Slater in Chesterfield.._In No. S of. The Derby Mercuiya woodcut called "The East prospect oi Derby;,
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surrounds the title. This number also contains the first
advertisement of a national project: an advertisement of
The Gentleman' s Magazine.

A r6-page pamphlet, "An account of the beginning
and erection of the Duchy and County Palatine of
Lancaster , Derby: Printed by Sam. Drewry.
1735" followed the broadsheets, printed on the paper
and type used for The Derby Mercury. No illustrations or
ornaments are used, except the initial illuminated letter,
and there is constant interpolation of "foreign" type to
augment the body type. Catchwords are given. In
a736 Samuel Drewry printed "A sernon preached
Nov. 3oth, T735, at Ilkeston in the County of Derby
upon the occasion of the death of the Reverend Mr.

John Platts who died Nov. r8th in the 53rd year
of his Age. By Jos. Rogerson." The title-page is
enclosed in bold rules crowned with a symbolic head-rule
depicting a skull between two candles. A 48-page
pamphlet, it is equipped with running title, catchwords
and signatures and a list of Platts's publications is given
at the end of the sermon. An eight-page pamphlet
which is in the collection of Lt.-Col. W. A. Potter is a
good example of early printing - "Swaine, (William).
A Poem call'd Leonidas, or, The Spartan Chief. Derb.
1736. Printed by Sam. Drewry in the Market-Place."
Other pieces of Drewry's work are:-

"A sermon preached gth April r74o ort occasion
of the condemnation and execution of William
Dolphin at Derby found guilty of a robbery on the
highway near Chesterfield in the County of Derby
by the Rev. James Christie, M.A., Derby: Printed
by Sam. Drewry for the author and sold by Jer.
Roe, Sam. Trimmer and Sam. Fox, booksellers.
Also bv J. Slater in Chesterfield and S. Simmons in
Sheffield 'r74o."

This contains 40 pages with the same title-page orna-
mental rules as for the Rogerson pamphlet. Some
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interest attaches to the subject and author of this
pamphlet. Dolphin declared his innocence of the
robbery despite all the efforts of Christie and others to
persuade him to confess and seek repentance before
dying. Christie, then vicar of St. Alkmund's, was him-
self however only recently released from prison on
a charge of bigamy though his Derby friends would be
unaware of this.

"A Rational account of the principles of Christian-
ity and the practice thereof in two parts by the late
Rev. Mr. John Platts, Derby: Printed by S.
Drewry." (rlSl).

A list of the contents is given at the end of the volume.
"Divine Hymns and prayers useful for families

and private persons by David Taylor. Printed by
Sam. Drewry in the Market-Place t74o,"

is a small-sized publication (5$ in. x 3$ in.) of 8o pages

with occasional ornament. It is one of the most
attractive of his publications from the printing point of
view. The Derby Public Library copy was obtained
from the Bateman collection. It is of good paper which
still preserves its colour.

"Latham, E. Great Britain's thanks to God, to
her governours and the people. r74o"

is a very unpretentious pamphlet of z4 pages.

Samuel Drewry died in \69 and was followed by his
nephew John Drewry. The newspaper changed its
name to Drearys' Derby Mercutry." In John Drewry
Derby found its first printer of chap-books.

The chap-book was the "skeleton in the cupboard" of
the early printer. Anonymity is a characteristic of them
all and the imprints are not always identifying. They
were printed in the rudest manner and, for the times, on
the poorest quality paper a.lthough even these are in a
better state of preservation than similar pamphlet
material stored in our libraries only half a century ago.
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Generally they measured about 5* in. x 4| in. and con-

tained four or multiples of four pages up lo z4 or 32 pages.

The songbooks were usually of eight pages and some of
the children's books of four only. For the usual charge

of a penny, all sorts of tales, legends, fairy stories, sgng

booki, fortune-tellers, dream books, jest books, histories,
pious stories of "brimstone" religion, ABC's, local

iragedies and the latest executions were to be had from
the pedlar's pack. The pedlars, "cheap-men" subse-

quently "chap-men" (hence chap-books), were familia-r
ngrrt"s and their gossip and spicy tales garnered from all
parts of the locality made effective sales talk. The chap-
books held sway for the best part of the rTth and r8th
centuries but with the advent of the penny magazine and
the popular periodical in the rgth century they gradually
disappeared.

Drewry was probably the only printer in Derbyshire
of the century to dabble in this form of journalism.
Waltis praises the fine work for which Drewry was

responsible such as "Poems on several occasions" by W.
Woty antl although he does not identify the chap-books
with the name of any one printer there is a suggestion
that he considered John Drewry's successor, his nephew

- also namqd John Drewry, responsible. Examination
of the chap-books reveals the name of S. Creswell,
Nottingham, as the agent for one of them. Creswell,
owner of The Nottingham tournal, died in 1786-

Drewry was not succeeded by his nephew :until t794.
Even a cursory glance at the chap-books in the Derby
Public Library collection would show their close

similarity of paper, print and format, and a closer

scrutiny provides more conclusive proof that they
were issued from the same press; the same crude wood-
cut illustrations are used in several of the books without
noticeable deterioration of detail. The rules and orna-
ments used by the first John Drewry are there and since

there is no evidence available to dispute it, John Drewry,
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the uncle, must be credited (or discredited) with the
production of those examined. He had quite a good
sale for them judging by the many titles which he put on
the market during these years. A full list has been com-
piled from advertisements given in the copies still being
preserved: -The Merry Piper. Two parts (separate publications).

The History of the King and Cobler. Two parts
(separate publications).

The Witch of the Woodlands.
The Sleeping Beauty in the Wood.
The History of Sir Richard Whittington.
The Art of courtship.
Egyptian future-teller.
The History of the Lancashire Witches.
The life and death of Fair Rosamund.
Argalus and Parthenia.
Children in the Wood.
Directions for spending one day well.
Drop of honey from the Rock of Christ.
Doctor Faustus.
Four Kings; or History of Tom Hodge.
Moll Flanders.
Guy, Earl of Warwick.
High German Fortune-Teller.
Honest John and loving Kate. Two parts.
Mother Bunch. Two parts.
Mother Shipton.
Reynard the Fox.
Sir John Barleycorn.
Tom Long the carrier.
Tom Hickathrift. Two parts.
Wat Tyler and Jack Straw.
Parent's Best gift.
Life and death of St. George.
Capt. James Hind.
Robinson Crusoe.
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Nixon's Cheshire Prophecy.
Jane Shore.
Card Fortune Book.
Lady's Delight in Cookery.
Valentine and Orson.
Simple Simon's Misfortunes.
Shipwreck of the Nottingham Galley.
New Riddle Book.

The titles will give some idea of the range and appeal of
the "books." The first nine titles (Nos. r and ? are
each in separate parts) are in the collection of the Derby
Public Library and all contain 24 pages. Seven bear
the imprint "Derby: Printed by J. Drewry." The
imprints of. The Witch of the Woodland.s and The History
ol the Lancashire Witches read "Printed for, and sold
by, the Running Stationers" but the introduction in them
of illustrations and ornaments used in the other chap-
books is good evidence of their origin. This practice of
using the same illustration to describe different events
was fairly common in early printing houses due, no
doubt, to the high cost of the printing blocks. Wallis
says that some of Drewry's illustrations were probably
the work of Bewick. Chapter headings divide many of
them and many chapters are introduced by two-line
summaries of their contents. There is an occasional
note at the foot of the page to define words as. -"an ogree is a Giant with long teeth and claws, with

a raw Head and bloody Bones, runs away with little
naughty boys and girls, and eats them all up" (The
Sleeping Beauty in the Wood).

One or two of them are concluded by a moral in verse
and "The History of Sir Richard Whittington" has a
preface dealing with the lesson to be learnt from the
story. The type is not always in proper register, the
foldings are carelessly made and on some pages very
small type is used to crowd the text.

A spelling book printed by Drewry about r78o is of

E
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peculiar interest. 72 pages in length with separate
cover, it does not feature in any of the advertisements
placed in the chap-books aforementioned nor are any of
its 37 illustrations to be found in those rr copies. The
title-page reads "The new Universa-l Primer, or, An
Easy Book, suited to the tender capacities of Children.
Authorised by His Majesty King George. To be used
throughout Great-Britain and Ireland. Adorned with
cuts. Derby: Printed by J. Drewry, and sold by many
other booksellers in England." The title-page matter is
enclosed in ornamental rules. The flowered ornaments
are not so symmetrically composed or carefully grouped
as in most of Drewry's other publications. In three
places in one grouping (p. +Z) the exclamation mark has
been used to fill up the line; in another two question
marks and a colon are used (p. 4z).

Printed about the same time was a booklet of rr8
pages: -"An easy Spelling Book for children . . . by

Thomas Smith, Schoolmaster. Derby: Printed by
John Drewry, and sold by the booksellers in Town
and Country."

'Seven copies of this are in existence. Facing the title-
page is a large woodcut illustration of "Goody Two-
:Shoes" with caption "Learning her Favours doth
dispense, to train up Youth to Men of Sense." Orna-
ments and rules are used to excess. There arc 24
illustrations.

The chap-books apart, the name of John Drewry is
associated with some of the best examples of local print-
ing during this century. He shows good taste in letter
and ornament and the appearance of the paper to-day
belies its great age. One such example is "Poems on
'several occasions, by W. Woty. r7&o," and many copies
of this are known and are still in a fine state of preserva-
tion. It is printed in a type very similar to the modern
r3-pt. Times New Roman with generous leading and
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ample margins. The title-page is enclosed in orna-
mental rules and decorated with a vignette. Catchwords
and signatures are employed. There is a list of over

3oo subscribers. The book is decorated with several

floral head and tail pieces.
"A view of the Present State of Derbyshire . . in

two volumes by James Pilkington," t789, is another
good example of his work and gained him an award by
the Society for the Encouragement of Arts.

Lt.-Col. W. A. Potter has a copy oL The Life of Mrs.
Robertson by Hannah Robertson which contains a text
date of lTqr and was printed by "J. Drewry in the Iron-
gate." This form of imprint was peculiar to the first

John Drewry and places the date between tTgr and
1794.

Drewry died in r7g4 and was succeeded by his nephew

John Drewry as mentioned earlier. The second John
Drewry gave himself the status of "editor" in the next
number of the Mercwry, a term not hitherto employed.

The work of John Drewry, "junior," is characterized
by an absence of the ornament and illustration which is
such an identifying feature of the work of his uncle.
This is most apparent in glancing through the broad-
sheets of criminal trials, executions, and those titled
"Calendar of the prisoners," which were printed in quick
succession between the years t78z and r83o by the two
Drewrys.

On August znd, 1776, Harrison's Derby lownal
appeared, printed and published by James Harrison,
Rotten Row, Derby. In November of the same year the
title was changed to Harrison's Derby and Nottingham

Jownal anil Mi,d,land Ad,uertiser. There is still very little
local news given in this weekly but a greater number of
advertisements is included. This paper ceased publica-
tion early in r78r. Trimer, Roome, Sanders, and
Almond are mentioned in its pages as booksellers in the
town. To these names may be added that of Samuel
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Fox whose name eccurs in several publications in the
mid-century period.

Thomas Paget Trimer, who is usually glven as
T. Trimer, is remembered as the printer of a large bible,
Trimer's Famtly Bibl,e (r77*), three copies of which
are in the Derby Public Library. Other works issued
from his press include: *

Brierley, W. The Believer's pocket companion.
(ttz-).

Poll of Derby Burgesses. 1775.
The Book of Common Prayer, with notes historical,

theological and explanatory. a777.
He was a poet, too, for in 1783 some of his poems were
collected and published under the title "Poetical attempts
by T. Trimer."

In t79z appeared the first issue of The Derby Heralil
or Derby, Nottingham anil Leicester Ailaertiser, a
weekly printed by Charles Sambroke Ordoyno in King
Street, Derby. Ordoyno was a Nottingham man and
a revolutionary with a weakness for drink. After three
months The Derby Herald dred.

The field of study has so far not had to extend beyond
the county town but as the century advanced the increase
in population at Chesterfield caused Job Bradley, who
was in business there as a bookseller as early as r7r5
(The Weekly Courant, Nottingham, Vol. 4, No. 21,
December zznd, r7r5) to turn to printing. First men-
tion of him as a printer is made in The Derby Journal
for August r4th, 1777. Wallis gives a brief description
of a rare copy of "A paraphrase of the 38th Chapter of
Job. Chesterfield: Printed by J. Bradley, 1778."
He does not say where this is preserved. The earliest
printed work of Bradley's examined is "Baslow.
Shepherd's Book, made January, r7?I. Chesterfield:
Printed by J. Bradley. r7?9." This pamphlet is on
poor paper, now in an advanced state of decay, and
is printed in very large type.
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This was followed by:-
"Essays and dialogues, moral and religious. With

an appendix containing a correspondence betwixt
the Rev. Mr. J. Wesley and the author (Samuet
Sparrow) tq which is added a funeral sermon for
the author preached in Princes-Street, Westminster
by Andrew Kippis, D.D. Chesterfield: Printed by
J. Bradley, 1782."

Of book length (aro pages) it is equipped with contents
note, running title, catchwords and signatures.

"Chatsworth, or the genius of England's
prophecy. A poem. By the author of The Naval
Triumph (P. Cunninghame, Curate of Eyam, Derby-
shire). Chesterfield; printed for the author and
sold by J. Bradley. ri83. Pnce zf -"

is an. r8-page pamphlet with well-leaded type and good
marglns.

"Poems by D. Dakeyne, Jun., of the Middle
Temple. Chesterfield. Printed for the author by
J. Bradley. T7go"

is of r35 pages, page size ro in. x J$ in., complete with
half-title, dedication and contents note. The type
matter is very generously spaced and there is occasional
ornament.

The issue of The Nottingham Journal for November
zgth, t79o, records that Bradley was "appointed Post-

lMaster of that place" (Chesterfield). He died 1798.
The Derby Mercury in an obituary note for a certain
Henry Bradley on August z5th, r8o7, mentions his
occupation as printer and postmaster of Chesterfreld, so
it is lit<ely he was a near relative of Job's. This Henry
Bradley was in partnership with Thomas White, book-

.seller at the top of the Market Place in r8o4. (The
Derby Mercury, January z6th, r8o4).

John Ford was printing in Chesterfield in r8oz.
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"Articles of the Charitable Society at Youlgreave'
Chesterfield: Printed by J. Ford, Bookseller and

Stationer; at the Stamp Office and Medecine Ware-
house. T8oz"

is a pamphlet of 24 pages. An iss re of- The Derby
Mercury ior August z5th, r8o8, noted ttrat he had taken

over "ihe stock-in-trade, binding materials, etc., of Mr'
White, late bookseller at the top of the Market Place"
and "begs to inform his friends and customers that he is

removing the remaining part of the above stock to his
own shop at the top of the Shambles . . . " He died in
r83o.

6th"r Chesterfreld printers setting up business as the

century turned were I. T. Saxton (The Derby Mercwry,

September z4th, r8or), Francis Sheldln (The Derby
Mircury, July, 9th, r8o7) and T. Woodhead Q!'"
Derby'Meicuiy, iune 5th, rBxT). The latter is also

described as a bookbinder.
The eighteenth century recedes as the other townships

enter thJ picture and it is only the wish to make this
complete iin "county" perspective which excuses their
introduction in this essay.

Alfreton: The Derby Mercury, March 7th, r8rr-, in-
cludes a notice of a printer Hickson who from "apoplectic
indisposition" is willing to sell his type, cases, chases,

galleys and his "increasing business.". George Coates
(But.-at, A description and' historical account (of
Alfreton, r8rz) ) and Haynes (Derby anil Chesterf'elil'

Reporter, July, 3oth, t&zg) are two other printers
contemporary with Hickson.

Ashbourne: Ashbourne has boasted booksellers from
at least rTzr onwards (Thomas Hanworth, agent lor The
Derby Postman, No. 2g, May r8th, rTzt), but- the

earliist printer of whom there is evidence is Samuel R.
Parkes ;'printer and auctioneer" who was in business

from about r8o5 until his death in r8ar. Another
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printer of this surname, with the initial "E" is given in
the imprint to "Dupin. The life of Mr. Alexander
Pedan, r8ro." Two partners, Langford and Thomas
Hawthorne, printed "T. Denham. Catalogue of house-
hold furniture" in r8o9, and Hawthorne later was in
partnership with Robert Blore until r8z5 when Blore
carried on the business alone. Langford had a place in
Church Street in r8rg (Report of the Ashbourne Clothing
Society, r8r9) and was evidently succeeded in the next
year by William Hoon since Hoon's name appears in
the imprint of the same annual in rSao and with the
same address. Hoon is responsible for over twenty
publications contained in the Derby Public Library
collection.

Baheuell: In Bakewell George Nall in "the shop of
Greaves the draper" is the earliest printer remembered
(The Derby Mercury, October zznd, r&z3). He was
also a bookbinder. In t8z7 John Goodwin purchased
his business, and Nall entered into partnership with
Bemrose in the premises vacated by Holmes and
Edwards, Market Place, Derby, t\z7.

Belper: Samuel Mason printed at least four books in
r8o9. This was almost certainly the year which markcd
the introduction of the printing press in Belper. The
books were: -"Forms of Devotion for use of Families. By the Rev.

Dr. Leland, and others."
"Letters on the Miraculous Conception. By David P.

Davies."
"Jesus of Nazareth the son of Joseph. By D. P.

Davies" and
"Equiano, O. Life of Olandah Equiano."

The type is quite good but the spelling is weak.

In r8rr Mason printed A neu historical and descriptiae
uiew of Derbyshire, by D. P. Davies. The illustrations
are from copper plates and are all found in the first
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volume. T. R. Derry in D.A.S., vol. xii, r89o, tells us
that the presses owned by Mason at this time were capable
of printing four pages crown octavo on a single forme.

The first Belper newspaper was printed in r8r3 by
Mason and was called The Derbyshire Chronicle and
Uniuersal Weekly Aduertiser. It expired after a few
months.

Mason printed A Key to Gregory's arithmetic, by G.
Gregory, in r8r4, and in l.8z3 Forms ol Prayer for the
wse oi a Congregation of Protestant Di,ssenters in Bel,per.
He died in r8e5 and was succeeded by his son George
Mason. Apart from ,{ neu historical and d.escriptiae
dew of Derbyshire, Samuel Mason's work was not
ambitious; ornament and illustration are seldom used
and it is doubtful whether he had the education to equip
him for his profession.

Another printer in Belper at this time was J. Ogle
who printed a little pamphlet titled "History of Poor Joe
the Belper Nailer. Price one penny." He was succeeded
in his Bridge Street office by Rosewarne who came from
Wirksworth.

In "Baxter, The Saints' everlasting rest, r8oo" the
name of "Samuel Stavely, Publisher, bookseller and
bookbinder of Belper" is given.

Wi,rksworth: A bookseller,William Holt is mentioned
in The Derby Postman, No. 45, May r8th, t72t, and a
succession of Wirksworth booksellers can be traced
through the century in the files of the Derby newspapers,
but the earliest printer mentioned is Stephen Glover who
left a business in Full Street, Derby, r8r5, to set up a
printing press there. William Bemrosp also figures in
its early printing history vrrtil rBzT when he sold out to
James Whittaker to set up business with Nall in Derby.
George Cotes was printing in r8r8 also; he printed
"Stanton-in-the-Peak Sick Club. Rules and orders
r8r8."
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Very littte or no information is available on the early

history of printing in the other towns; references to

material which may Ue considered relevant to the subject

have been given in the chronological list of printers, etc',
which concludes this essay but the references are too

vague to allow reasonable conclusions to be drawn from
them.
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