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"pipkins" or small saucepans, about 4 ins. across, with
short pottery handles and pinched spouts and glazed on
the inside were also found.

CONCLUSION.
It is with the greatest interest that the Burley Hill site

has been rediscovered for it promises to fill a major gap
in the medieval archaeology of Derbyshire. The first
excavation was a little disappointing for the ground had
been previously disturbed and much of the pottery
crushed. It had been hoped to recover enough of the kiln
to establish its size, shape and the method of firing the
pottery. However the pottery itself was of great interest
and it has been possible to make a complete section of
some pots revealing their size and character. There was
an astonishing variety of techniques in the decoration
of the pottery, the most important motif being the badge
of the Ferrers family. This gives some help in dating the
site for the Ferrers lost royal favour and their lands were
confiscated in the middle of the r3th century.

Much of the pottery remains to be examined and re-
paired before a detailed account can be given. It is hoped
to carry out further excavations at Burley Hill and to
issue a more detailed report on the site.

A MEDIEYAL EARTIIWORK AT DANNAH FARM,
NEAR BELPER.

By Wurailr MeNurNc.

'T\HE earthwork in the south-west corner of the field,
I called "The Mottes", at Dannah Farm, near
' Belper (SK. 3r45o2), was brought to the attention

of the Nottingham University Archaeological Society by
Mr. S. O. Kay and was excavated in July 1957.

A square mound is surrounded by a ditch with a slight
outer bank, the entrance being a causeway across the
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ditch in the centre of its north side. The mound commands
considerable views to the east and west but is overlooked
on the north by Alport Height and on the south-west by
a slight rise. It lies in Duffield Frith within half a mile of
its boundary.

The central mound, 6o ft. square, has a level surface
4 ft. above the bottom of the ditch, which is 15 to zo ft.
wide, and is rz ins. higher than the outer bank, which
is about zo ft. wide and z to 3 ft. high, gradually falling
away on the edge away from the ditch. The causewa5r,
rz ft. wide, faces almost due north.

The excavation was carried out by means of three
trenches. The first, 88 ft. long and 5 ft. wide, ran from
the centre of the mound into the field on the east; the
second, intended to discover post-holes or other structural
remains, cleared the north-east corner of the mound, while
the third was to examine the causeway. The excavation
proved that although the earthwork itself was probably
completed nothing of substance was built on it. Not only
were there no foundations or post-holes but there were
very few finds. The pottery found suggests that the mound
was made during the r4th century and that there was
sporadic occupation during the r5th century.

The mound appears to have been constructed by cut-
ting the ditch and using the rock so obtained to give an
even foundation, some 8 ins. thick. On top of this was
put about rz ins. of the blue-yellow clay formed by the
weathering of the sandstone. The mound was surfaced
with a layer of small stones and topsoil. Since the rock
layer rests directly on the old turf line, the clay and
topsoil covering the bed-rock must have been dumped
elsewhere while the rock was being cut. The present bank
can be accounted for by supposing it to be the remains
of such a dump. Neither the mound, except on its surface,
nor the bank produced a single find.

In the area of the section the ditch had been cut about
z ft. into the rock and was rr ft. wide. The bottom con-
tained about a foot of mixed rock and clay with no signs
of silting. Above this the filling was of the type to be
expected from natural silting. It seems probable that the
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DERBYSHIRE LYNCHETS.

By J. Wrrrnno JacxsoN

ditch was either never fully cleared or that some material,
perhaps from the bank, was thrown back in fairly soon
after i1 had been dug. There were no finds from the ditch
below the topsoil. The causeway was formed by leaving
a strip of uncut rock and surfacing it with earth and
rubble.

The lack of structural remains was confirmed by the
second trench, which cleared an area zo ft. by ro ft. The
only finds were ten sherds of pottery. The majority of
finds, consisting of pottery and nails, came from the
original surface of tne mound at its centre. Elsewhere only
the ditch, where it abutted the causeway, yielded more
than an occasional sherd and here the finds were relatively
few. It is interesting that there was a complete absence
of bones. The concentration of finds at the centre of the
mound and the presence of iron nails suggest that there
may have been a temporary shelter of a very slight nature
erected there; in view of the relative scarcity of finds it
cannot have been occupied for any length of time.

The finds from this excavation, together with a detailed
report, have been deposited in the Museum of the Univer-
sity of Nottingham.

We wish to thank the Trustees of the Chatsworth Settle-
ment for permission to excavate and Mr. J. G. Hurst of
the Ministry of Works for examining and reporting on
the pottery. Acknowledgements are also due to Mr. Kay,
Mr. Fletcher of Dannah Farm and Professor Coates for
their assistance.

T T TITH reference to the interesting note by Merrick
VV Posnansky in this Journal (d.A.!., ig56, 7r),v v the presence of lynchets in Derbyshire has long

been known, but little serious work has been carried out
in their investigation. I have notes of their occurrence


