
ARCHAEOLO GICAL FINDS ON THE
TISSINGTON TRAIL

By L. B. COOPER

(16 Houldsworth Drive, Hady Lane, Chesterfield, Derbyshire)

r x TITH the growth in size of earth-moving equipment, and the

VVXtr"r#.:J:.r,T{n;'"#J?:iY;?,fl :i,:Ti,"'1,'T"l',}glii$
to anothei. This creates the problem of idenlifytlg any archaeological
n"ar rio- such a deposit, a'nd necessitates finding the_ olgin_ of any
i-"o.t"a ioil. Such " ."se has arisen on the Tissington Trail, the name

;#;;; ih; pdk Park Planning Board to its new-grass-track which is
3".ig""i.4 forwalking and ponSitrekking.-This trail utilises the derelict
.""ti'o., of the line whiih u,as iorrierly part of the London & North Western

i{;il;;t; 
-""t""ai"g 

from Mapleto^n__Lane lridge, near Ashbourne (SK

iirtOi6oL io U"rti'neton Statibn (SK 1615o6rz), a distance of rr$ miles.'-iiJ-iiit -;;a 
.l.""p"rr have bien removed, and the ballast covered

*itt 
"fo"t 

r3,ooo toni of soil to 1 deplh of + i.n., and seeded down, making
, 

""tf, 
t+-r8ii. wide. The deposit on the southern section as far as Nervton

f#ftHrsiHtf i[",T"Tt#&Tl'":"*x(S.x*g;%tll.fi:fr '1"'u
M;;.il bv Mr. B. Bennett. Thei'e-uinder of the track was covered rvith

;;il il; tl" ,o* disused Hartington Station quarry (SK 151613)'--a".*"-ination 
of the full teng[h of the trail in 1969 revealed numerous

"riitu"tt. 
On the southern sectionl ru flintflakes, 7 of which have secondary

ietouct, were recovered. From the northern section, there were 19 waste
fl;kil'8 ."ruper., ro flakes with secondary-retouch, ar,rd a complete
polished stone axe. TL" """, 

probably made from stone from-the Graig
ti*yd ;;- factory at Penrna6nmawr, North Wales, measured .71 in. x
;i i;. (frg. +-i" laaitior,, z flint scrapers were found in a remaining soil
h6ap at [lartington Station quarry."-f,r"itt"i.o-frpii."tio" 

mi'gtrt 5e mentioned. The ballast from the rail
b;"k is -"i"fv Si."r, igrr.orl rock, and investigation.has shown that the

i;;a"; A NoitriW"itein Railway used thousants of tons of Graig-Llwyd
;"f;; iis tr"ck.. It seems probable that the hail has the same ballast,

""t ii"*lound isolated green stone chips one would almost automatically
describe some of them as axe fragments.--Th;iitit""tt from Hartington"Station quarry suggest the presence of
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a Neolithic site, part of which may remain on the land adjacent to the

[oirry The Grarige Mill quarry finds may eventually prove to come from
a similar site.
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Fro. r. Axehead fircm Tissington: oufline and profiles.

The writer would like to thank the Peak Park Planning Board, and Mr. T' S.

Burrell for permission to survey the trail and for in{ormation, and Mr. Ivor Davies

of Penmaenmawr for inlormation on the Penmaenmawr quarry. Details of the finds

can be seen in a typescript deposited with the Peak Park Planning Board, along with
the artifacts.
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