
THE WEST GATE EXCAVATIONS 1968

By RoseuaRy ANNABLe and HRzrL WHEELER

Rosemary Annable undertook a small-scale investigation of the presumed west gate of
the Little Chester defences, at the west end of Old Chester Road in advance of the
building of a floodbank (Fig.2). The excavations were financed by the Department of
the Environment and a grant for post-excavation work was received from Derbyshire
Archaeological Society. Work was carried out in May and June 1968 with the co-
operation of the Trent River Authority and with the assistance of members of the
Society. Before this excavation the only evidence of the west wall was Stukeley's plan
(Plate l). The area available for excavation was restricted by modern buildings, and the
limited resources available. Three periods of occupation were identified: occupation
preceding the defences, a stone gateway, and finally a stone wall.

In the very small area between the later masonry and the edge of the excavations,
traces were found of building slots, and patches of red clay, possibly floors, of two or
more phases. Contained in these features was a Hod Hill type brooch (no.2,p.28 l) and
pottery mostly earlier than ADl25, but with a few pieces post-dating 150. These
occupation deposits would date to Little Chester periods I and2, before the Antonine
defences were constructed.

Above these features a roadway of compacted gravel some 3.5m wide was flanked by
masonry (Fig.l2). On the south side of the road this formed the corner of a stone
structure, which had been partially destroyed by a modern pipe trench. The walls of the
structure were 1.05m and 1.25m thick. On the north side of the road was a solid block
of masonry in the corner of the excavation.

A post-hole had been dug just west of this foundation (Fig.l2). Any corresponding
post-hole on the south side would have been removed by the pipe trench. No traces of
an earthen rampart, most of which was probably beyond the eastern edge of the
excavation, were found, but the masonry presumably formed the front of the western
gateway through the defences of Little Chester phase 3 (probably of Antonine date).
After an unknown period of time this gate was dismantled and its foundations covered
by successive road surfaces, which also sealed the post-hole described above.

In a later reorganisation of the defences a stone wall was built on a foundation of
pitched dry stone up to 3.4m wide (Fig.l2). Above the foundations were traces of a
mortared wall, which had been almost completely robbed away, with only two facing
stones left in situ, one facing east, the other west, giving a width of 3.15m. On the north
side of the road similar stone footings under the garden wall of Derwent House were
observed in section only, but probably indicated the continuation of this wall, with an
opening some 3.7m wide. Adjacent to the ends of the wall on either side of this gap were
slightly raised areas of small sandstone rubble and pebbles, which overlay at one point,
the corner of the earlier stone gateway. The excavator suggested that these might be
footways either side of the road, though these areas may simply have been protected
from wear by their proximity to the wall. A post-hole (Fig.l2) was dug through the
southern one. East ofthe wall foundations, south ofthe road, a shallowgully bordered
an east-west wall in the edge of the excavation (Fig. l2). To the south of this two
substantial trenches were dug from this level through a series of gravel layers, but were
observable only in the eastern edge of the excavation (Fig.l2). The relationship of all
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Fig. l2 Derby West Gate 1968: plan of excavation. Scale l:125.
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Fig. l3 Derby West Gate 1968: sections. Scales A-B and J-K at I :60; D-F, L-M and N-O at I :30.
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three east-west features to the wall had been destroyed during the wall robbing, but they
may represent the foundations and drain for a gate contemporary with the stone wall.
The stone wall sealed nothing later than the second century, but it was almost certainly
the same masonry defence as has been located on the south and east sides of the fort,
and as recorded by Stukeley. The l97l-72 excavations on the south-east corner
suggested a date of the later third century for its construction, Little Chester phase 5.
The problem of residual second-century pottery beneath it was also encountered by
Brassington on the eastern defences. Modern disturbance in the area of the west gate
probably removed the later Roman deposits.

SAMIAN
By B. DICKINSON

WG I 4 (a)Form 29 rim, South Gaulish.
Flavian; (b) form 37, Central Gaulish, with a
draped figure (0.363), probably from Les
Martres-de-Veyre, to judge by the fabric. Early
second-century: (c) with 7, 8, 17 and 20,
fragments, three joining and two burnt, of
form l8l31, in the fabric of Les Martres-de-
Veyre. The fragmentary stamp I[ or ]I has not
been identified. Trajanic-Hadrianic.
WG I 5 (a)Footring fragment, South Gaulish,
from a dish. Neronian or early-Flavian: (b) a
small scrap of form 37, South Gaulish, with a
blurred ovolo. I WG 68 IV, to which this may
belong. Flavian-Trajanic.
WG I 6 (a)Form 27 or 35, South Gaulish.
Flavian: (b) form 3l rim, Central Gaulish.
Hadrianic.
WGIT see4c.
WG I7/9 A tiny fragment of form 37, with a

bead-row below the decoration, in the manner
of certain potters of Les Martres-de-Veyre,
where this was made. The spindle, striated
festoon and circle were all used by a potter or
potters making forms 29 and 37, the latter
apparently always without ovolo. The style
occurs also at Lezoux, where there are links
with Drusus ii. cAD105-125.
WG I 8 (a)See 4c: (b) three fragments, two
joining, of form 37, in Lezoux fabric, with a
saltire of acanthus leaves. The details are:
seven-beaded rosette (C280), column (Rogers
Pl4), ovolo (Rogers Bl8) and acanthus leaf
(Rogers approximately K l0). Although the
two last were used by Austrus, the bowl is not
by him, but is probably the work of one of the
Lezoux Secundini. Hadrianic-Antonine: (c)
form 18,/31, Central Gaulish. Hadrianic or
early-Antonine.
WG I 8,/n Footring fragment from a dish,
South Gaulish, Flavian.
WG I 8/l I Form 37, burnt, with one panel
containing a Victory (Hermet 1934, p1.20, 104)

and another, divided horizontally, with a small
chevron festoon in the lower half. Both were
used at La Graufesenque by Biragillus i, whose
work appears in the Bregenz Cellar hoard.
rAD90-l10.
WG I 9 Form 30 or 37 rim, from Les Martres-
de-Veyre. Early second-century.
WG I 17 see 4c.
WG I 19 A South Gaulish scrap, probably
Flavian.
WG I 20 see 4c.
WG I 23 Form 35, South Gaulish. Flavian or
early-Trajanic.
WG T T A tiny fragment of the upper zone
of form 29, burnt, South Gaulish, with a spiral
and rosette. Late-Neronian or early-Flavian.
WG T T/5 Form 37, Central Gaulish, with
freestyle decoration. The leopardess is D.793.
The variant of the serpent on a rock was used
at Lezoux by Birrantus, and this piece is
probably Hadrianic or early-Antonine, in view
of the pale fabric.
WG T 6 Form 31, Central Gaulish, slightly
burnt. Hadrianic or early-Antonine.
WG T I I (a)Form 37, burnt, with a panel
containing a scarf-dancer (D.2ll), used on a
stamped bowl of Laxtucissa from Medway
Marshes. He also used the leaf (Rogers J162)
and astr4galus (Rogers R6l). The Apollo (0.84)
may not have been previously recorded for
him, but is known for Paternus v and is likely
to have been used by Laxtucissa too. cADl55-
185: (b) form 30 or 37 rim, slightly burnt, with
a very heavy bead-lip. Central Gaulish and
probably Antonine: (c) form 37, East Gaulish,
with an ovolo replacement of double leaves
between straight lines and a medallion patterned
with zig-zag lines. For the ovolo replacement,
see Ricken-Fischer, 1963, R33. The festoons
are of the general type KBI 19. Both were used
at Heiligenberg and Rheinzabern, and this
piece is more likely to have come lrom the
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former, judging by the labric. There is a
possible connection with Reginus vi. cADl40-
170: (d) form l8l31, Central Gaulish. Hadrianic
or early-Antonine.
WG 68 IV Three joining fragments of form
37, South Gaulish. The basal wreath of grass-
tufts occurs on a stamped bowl of M. Crestio
from Gloucester, though the bowl is unlikely
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to be by him. The central zone is composed of
chevrons of a type in common use at La
Graufesenque in the Flavian and Trajanic
periods. The upper zone has a winding scroll.
To judge by the fabric and the clumsy work-
manship, the bowl belongs to the period cAD80-
I10. See also I 5b, which may belong.

COARSE POTTERY
by MALCOLM TODD

The stratified pottery consists of four main groups of sherds. One of these groups came from
among the stones of the wall-foundation itself, the other three from deposits cut
through by the wall-builders, and thus antedating the structure.

Flavian beakers and flagons were present along with BBI and Derbyshire ware
sherds. An indented beaker was present in the latest phase of the phase I features. The
latest material from this series of deposits dates from the second half of the second
century, and no later. Most of the sherds could have been made about or shortly after
ADl50.

BRONZEWORK
Fig.14 (Illustrated by M. BRASSINGTON)

I Bronze "trumpet" brooch, with fantail;
crushed flat, with pin and possible inlay on the
disc missing (the catch-plate of the brooch has
been drawn as it would have originally been).
From the road surface in Area IV: a second
century type.
2 Bronze brooch, Hod Hill type: pin and
catch-plate missing. From the filling of a Phase
I pit to the west of the Phase 3 foundations in
Area I: a first-century type.
3 Bronze "stud"; from the till of a Phase I

feature to the west ol the Phase 3 foundations
in Area I and stratigraphically earlier than
No.2 above.

Other small finds, not illustrated, from the
Phase I features included fragments ofa bronze
penannular brooch. The site also produced
many iron nails. Of three quern fragments, two
came from the Phase 2 foundations in Area III
and one from the trial trench immediately
above the Phase 3 foundations.
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Fig. 14 Derby West Gate 1968: small finds. Scale l:l
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