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rpu ty (exterior) 
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1 pu ty (e teru r) 
Cu tnn I. tdhmokc plint ) 
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C t n (interwr) 
' rowr.thorpe (e teri r) 
r wnthorpe (exterior) 
ro nth rpe ( e terior) 
r wnth r ( dbr k 
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Dun ton (mterior) 
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F hwell (m rth r ade) 
Fchwcll ( 1 rior) 
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Hockwold (int rt r ) 
H kw Id (detail ) 
Hock old (monum nt) 
H k lu (br by tman) 
H kw Id (p inted pia ter) 
Lan ford (e teri r) 
Langfi rd ( uth d r) 
Lan fi td (interi rJ 
Lan ford (detail ) 
Lan ford (Ladbr ke print) 
M ult n (extc i r) 
Moulron ( I <.lhruok print ) 
Mnuh(m (interior) 
Houlton (exterior 
Moult n (i nteri r) 
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I' late 
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Yarm uth (mtcri, r ) 
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Yarmouth (font ) 
Yarmouth (pulpit ) 

Appl ton (extcri r ) 
Applcton (c tcrior) 
Applet m (Ladbrooke print ) 
Appl •ton (extcm r ) 
Applcton (tower) 
Batn •le (c tcriUJ ) 
Babmglc (c ten >r ) 
Babm Icy (chan ·d ) 
P-<4hingl· c tcrior) 
Babingl·y (cxteri r ) 
B bingky (nav ) 
Babmgl ·y (e tcrior) 
Ba field e tcri r ) 
Ba field (exterior) 
Barl·ham Toft (c t ri r 
B~rcham To t (to\\cr arch) 
Bin:ham Toft to c::- ) 
B wthorpe ( ten r ) 
Bowth rpe (Ladbroo!:e print ) 
B wthorpc (c tumr) 
Burlin ham (cxtcnor) 
Burlir.gham (cxtcri r ) 
Burlingham (interior) 
Fulm e tone (l·xtcri r) 
Fulm c tone ( L Jbmokc 
print ) 
llargh m (c: tcri r ) 
liar> ham L.tdhmukc p: int ) 
llargham (c tc1 ior l 
Great llautboi 
Gr at Hautboi 

r at Hautboi 
r at Hautboi 
rcat Haut i 
r at llautboa ( 

H pton (e ten >r) 
H >pton (c tcrior) 
llopton tower ) 
Hou hton (e tcrior) 
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I lingt n (inrerior) 
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• emp ton • teno ) 
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t.mnin ton ( c tl.n >r J 

Mannin !On (exterior) 
Manmngtc n (cxtcrio ) 
Mort n ( LldbrO<Jkt: print ) 
M non (intcri r; 
M non nave ) 
Morton (exten r) 
~orton (tower) 

Mort n (mten r) 
wa (I · dbrno c print 



Little Rmg lead (exterior) 
Roudh 111 {~~ten r) 
R udh m (c.xtcn r) 
R udham (txteri< r) 
R udham (Ladbr kc prim ) 
R udham (e teri r) 

o Ruston (chan ·el ) 
eo Ru ton (nav ) 
oRu t n (to r) 

h l h<tm (Ladbr c print ) 
LXX. VII E. 1merr n ~ Ladbrookc print ) 

~""'''"' .... XXXVIII E. nmcrtt n ( xteri r) 
• LXXXIX 'outhery (ex terior) 

Plat L .X • Southery (interior) 
Plate C 'XCI S 1Uthcry (nave) 
Plate XCII 'outhcry (extenor) 
Plate Ill Thurpc b -Norwil:h 

PI te 
Plate 
Plate 
J>l.lle 
Plate 
Plate 
Plate 
Plate 

tegory Il l 
Plate ~ ~ 11 
Plate DVIII 
Plate .DI. 
Plah!CD 
PIJtc CD I 

D 11 
DXIII 
DXIV 
DXV 
DXVI 
~DX 11 
~D Ill 
DXIX 
0 X' 
DX I 
DXXII 
DXX 11 
D XIV 

~D V 
OX XVI 
UXXVII 

!'I· te :1 X. VIII 
Plat CDXXI 

Plate DX 

PlateCDXX I 
PI te DXXXII 
Plate DXX Ill 
Plate 'DXXXIV 
Plate DXXXV 
Plale DXXXVI 
Plate DXXXVII 

(!.adbr kc pnnt) 
Tiv ·t hall (L dbrooke print ) 
Tun tall (e terior) 
Tun t 11 (exterior) 
Tun:>tall (Lad r k print ) 
•. \Y/al h.tm (general vie~ ) 
. al ham (e ttrior) 

S. al ham (ext rior) 
'.Wal ham (clued r ) 
. al ham (Ladbmokc p int) 

W1 ·nhall (e tcrior) 
tg 'lllh<ill int ·riur) 

W.Wr tham L dbrN> e print ) 
. rctham (t wcr) 

Antmgh.ml (e tcnnr 
Anungham sntertt r ) 

ntin •ham (tower ) 
Haw · ( e tcrior J 
B w ·# (exterior ) 
Bea hamwcll (exterior) 
Bcachamwell ( xt ri r ) 

Bea ·hamwdl e tem r) 
B1 ·kcr ton (Martm ) 
Burgh Parva (Ladbr c print ) 

· tic Ri m~ c>;tcrior) 
N.Elmham (cxtcrit r ) 
Ga th rpc (c: tcri >r) 
Ga thorpc (tower) 
ra thorpc (pi in and nt ) 

(ia :hnrpc Marrin J 
K~rhy Bed n (na e and t er ) 
K1r y Bcdon (tow ·r 
Mmtlyn (cxtennr) 

x rou h ( xt rior) 
0 r ug. Martin ) 
\V.Ra •nha 1 (c tcr;ur 
Lml R bUI h ( L d r 
print) 

lin ham I horpe 
( dh ke print ) 
l.ireat 'narehilt (quom ) 
Great Sn r hil (qu ;n ) 
Gre t nar hill (windo ) 

tanninghall (l wer) 
tanninghall (L tbr k print) 
urlingham (interi r) 
urlingham (Bior efield) 

1'1 le ' l XXXVIII 
Plate Cl>XXXIX 
Plat CDXL 
Plate .DXLI 

Plate CD XLII 
Plate XLIII 
PlateCD UV 

at gory IV 
Plate CI>XLV 
Plate ' D L I 
Plate DX VII 
llat ' DXLVIII 
Plate Cll. Ll: 
Plate CDL 
Plate ' [ Ll 
PI te DUI 
Plate CD Llll 
Plate D IV 

PI te 'DLv 
Plate DLVJ 
Plate CL. LVII 
Plat Cl LVIII 
Plate :OUX 
PlateCI>LX 
Pbtc CDLXI 
Plate CD LXII 
Plate DL Ill 
PldtcCDLXI 
Plat CDLXV 

Plate D XVI 

'DLXVII 
'DLXVIII 
DLXI 
DLY •• 

' I L XI 
:DL • 11 

Plate 'UL XIII 
Plate CD XXIV 
Plate DLX. V 
Plate ' t) X I 

Catego VI 
1'1 te DLXX VIII 

I late 'DLXXXIX 
Plate 'DX ' 
Plate DXCI 
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E. alh n (cxteri 1r) 
E Wait< n (exterior) 
E. lton (int ri r, 

hitlin ham (Ladbrooke 
print ) 

ood rton (exlcrior) 
Wood orlon (int rior) 
~ ood Nnrron (e 1 rinr) 

E.Beckharn (L dbrooke print) 
.B ckham (L dbr c pnnt) 

Uurnh m uuon (e t rior 
8urnh m utton (tower) 
foulden ( xten r) 
H rd (exten r) 
Hempt n (c m r) 
Rockland ( en ral vie 

Fin ham, t Mich I (t mb b 
Martin) 
Mark hall (M:Jrtin) 

id lr nd (l dhra< ke print) 
Thet(i rd (fr ment J 



Identification 7599 3221. unty no. 1725. Dioce ·e: orv ich. rcluleacomy: ~Y' 11. 

D an ry: He~ .. ham and Ri ing. Pari lz: Bagthorp . tutu : par! h church, no redundant. 

Date last in r. ular u.s ~: 97 . Owner. hip and A · ~ : lea. d to . orfolk hur he~ Tru:-.l. 

Location · 1 • ttin 

Ba ' r,r ~ i. · very .mll community, 2.5km ea ·t of r at ircham. A f ' hou~ • I in · 

th . mall road to a. t Rudham. tanding am ng them i th Victori · n church <'I t 

Mary. app aring more like a chap I than a church. h flint\ c t all of the church ard 

flan~ the road. 

Archit tural ripti n 

Th church on. i. L f chan I, north ve!-ltry am.l na ith rnrruuta . naLh 1Jul llr 

(PI. I). Ma. onry i. cour ed flint with lim on dr s. ing .. 

Chancel and Vestry. There i. a c ntinuou ha cour. of . ton -capp tl tlint and tire llir,t 

walls have a lime. ton wall-plate. Th three-light ea ·t window i. -.: _o rat 'd in tyh:, ' 'ith 

reti ulai tra ry (PI. , XII). Beneath it, on the out. id • i. a. ton tr iugcou . ' hidr 

termin"t . in a ball-flower motif ju t hort f either corn r. 

h outh wall L utt rly feature le. , apart from a u. p d pi. ina on th in i c. 

A mali ve try enlivens th n rth wall. The chancel ba c >ur..,. ontinut!. round it. ht: 

n rth wall ha · c rb lied av s and & gable, and i pierc d by a cu p d o c '- in I m . rr 

the in ide, there t n corbeL app<trently alvaged from ih old hurch. ·1 h · 

chanc I · rch ha no capitaL or ba.cs but ha a continu u. d )Ubi 'a ·m >Uiding 10 

we t and conve m ulding to e . t. B th ea t and we t fac have ht od-moulds itlr 

terminaL carv d in the orm of praying bearded figure of t Jam 

n oof i arch-braced, re ting on tone corbel carved with hields. , • b 11-cote 

with two pointed op ning and tref il urm unt~ th chan I arch. 

Nave. The ma · nry of th nav i 'd ntical to that f th chan I. basl cOlll and ., 

tringc ur. b low th window continue r und th ut id wall . larg • buttr · s ith 

two t-off mark the junction of nav and chancel on th . outh . idc. rl hrt:t: mal! ·r 

divide the . uth wall into four bay each pi r d by a inglc '- intlov. e pt 

the we t bay. ach wind w i a lancet with h d-mou!d anJ trefoil cu:pctl h ad. rl I e 

I: AlO 



middle window i ~ bl ck d with flint (PI. Ill). 

Th north wall i id nti al, but n n of th windm . ar hlo ked. n th · l:. t IJ: 

1 a hallo\ p rch, pr iding barely nough pac to op n the de r. h . outh dool\ ay 

ha a h llu -chamfered ho d-mould. Diag nal buttre . e .. upport th west c >r ncr.. h 

tw -light w . t window i. Dec rated in tyle. I :igh ab >V it is a :mall lane 1 iml< . 

There 1 a . mall . tone ro .. on th gable. 
. 

The r of is arch-braced, re ting on corbels carved with (lonor e utcheon:. 

interpretation and Datin 

Until 18 3, there wa a ·mall m dieval church (PI. IV), with no hanccl, le. cribcd 

by Blom field a. ·a very littl , mean edifice, without any monument' (Htometl~;'-:, IX07, 

VII, 40). Martin, writing in 17 4, remarked 'very bad roo and . lo enly kept' ( artiu, 

1771, 1, 59). 

Thi . ituation wa remedied by th Rev. .R. attl y, who had the wh >le ·hu. ·11 

pulled down (PI. V), and a new one built in it · plac of e a tly the . a me size. 

Work wa. b gun m Jun 1853 and fini hed in January 18 4. h archite 1 was 

WJ. Domhorn . 

Cau f audonm nt 

The p pulation of th pari. h reached a peak of 9 in 1891. m there ar I . . 1 1< ~ 11 30 

which h:1s mad it a . truggl to fill the church. Gradually, the roof f 11 into di rcpai . a1 I 

wa tea king . o badly that the church had to b cl ·ed in 1970. In 1 ( 7( it v. a: ucclar ·d 

redundant, and leased to the or~ lk hurche Tru:t. he roof. ha e . inc<.: b 'cn 

repaired, and the fabric tidied up. 

hurch ontent 

ramic: flo r are laid with brick and pamment ·. 

Glas : a ·t window, ·cen . from life of Chri t c. 1854. 

~Wetal: ir n che t in ve try; 2 iron . t ve . 

Stone: orman font quare with corner ~haft~ and cu ·hion apital~; on of th · sidc~ o 

the b wl i carved with a circle and i:aerlac ; it i et on a mod n . ton~ La c 

(PI. XXXVI). Ledger . lal:l, Robert Barber ( d.l797), w . t nd f na c. Marble all 

tablet. Genrge had ( d.1849 ), nave . ou th wall. 

I: All 



Wood: In chancel: plain altar table, two candl tick., crucifix, 19th c ntur y chan el rail. 

ondition 

The church i m v~ry g d c nditi n. he chancel roof ha. b eJi r - lateu, an the 

ea tern half of th nav re laid. Gutters and downpipe are in good or J r. 

Chur hyard 

Th churchyard form a re tangle around the church, with fen anti h ·ug 011 thr · · 

ide. but a flint wall to we t, by the road. Th re ar many 19th and 20th ·cnlui 

head tone (latest 1' 7 ) and a few dating to th 18th entury. Pans of th chUI eh ·w d 

are well-tended and the path. kept clear; there are om mature oak tr e:. 

Arch o ical nd Architectural 

Tite church i a mall Vict rian building, of average quality, built un the . itc o an 

equally mall medieval church. The orman f nt i the be. t feature. 

Further Reference 

Blomcfield, 1 07, Vll, 40. 

Bryant, 1 b, l. 

autley 194 , 170. 

Cox, 1 91 1, I , 71. 

Martin 1771, 1, 59. 

Me nt, 10 • 19. 

Mortlo:k and Rob rt , 19 Sb, . 

Pev -n r, 1962b, 8 . 
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Plate CXXXI. Bagthorpe, St Mary from north 
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Plate CXXXU. Bagthorpe, St Mary, (interim) looking east 
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Plate CXXXIII. Bagthorpe, St Mary, view from outh 
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B A G T H t") R P H u r-< 

Plate CXXXJV. Bagthorpe, St Mary, by Ladbrooke (1831) 
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Plate CXXXV. Bagthorpe St lary, demolition in J'Jne 1853 
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2. B rm r 11 int 

id mification 1 · 8 0 33 1. mmty no. 1 . Dioce.H!: or ich. Anluleacomy: ~ 1111 . 

D an ry: Burnham and Wal ingham. Parish: Barm r . • tall t.\: pari . h c.:hurlh, no 

redundant. Date la\t in regular tHe: 1977. Owner. hip ami <H'\\: lea ·d to >r oil· 

Churche. Trul\t. 

Location and ttin 

Barm r, who e villag and chur h are mentioned in th D me. day >Ok, c n~i . ts <, ' t 

coup! o farm. and . om cottage. about 5km south- a. t of Do ki ng. h • chun.:h stan 

c mpletel i. oiat d o r 4 m from th near t habitatton, 15 m ea. t of th HI b l 

Docking- akenham r ad. clump f tree n the top of a hill, . urround d by cor nt id d. 

mark · the churchyard and camouflage th church. n unmarked tra k a ro.. th _. 

c rnfield lead. to th flint-walled churchyard (PI. VIJ). 

rchitectural De cription 

The church con. ist · of chancel, nav ,, north ai le and round w . t tower. 

Char..cel. he chanc I i. ntirely of the 19th century. It i bu ilt o . moothly la~ ·d ti; :Jt 

with lim ton edging . . Th ea t wall i ierced by thr e t pp d lane t. ith . halt 

capital. and ba es in 13th century tyle, on inner edges (PI. XX VIII) . n th in: idr . 

there L also a . ton . tring ouLe beneath the wind w. 

Th outh wall ha. two ·ingle lancet eparated by a prie. t'. u< or with horizonwl 

lintel and arved c rb L. n the in ide, there i a cu pt!d pi ·ci na in th ·outh-ea t 

corner, with a edilia n xt to it. The north wall ha two lancet.-, and a oi t t d-ardt · I 

aumbry n ar the e· t wall or. th in ide. 

Th chancel arch i. the only pre-Victorian feature. It i a lain poinkd arch ith 

chamfered edge and a chamfered plinth and ba e. Ab ve the arch, on th na e sid , 

i · a et-off. The roof i ci or-braced. There are tone gab! cro .. above th chancel 

e t wall. 

Nll'Je. Rougher than the ma nry of the chancel the nave i built of flint in impre t 

cour ·e . e quoin of alJ four corner are made of large flint. . wo lan et windm . 

pierce the uth wali, ea h with round-headed ingle play on the in ·id . en ath the 

ea tern one, on the in !de, i a niche with a black marbie haft re. ting on three o tagonal 
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pillar.. urth r we t, th s uth <.1 >rway is a plain chamf red arch. chamfc1 ed o1 

out id with a plain hood-mould. 11 along th av . i. a row of .l >ne corb ·Is. 

n th n 'rth id is a thr e-bay arcade. h ton pier ar • o tagonal, \ i tll 

D eo rat <.1 mould d C4Apit,tl and ba . The re ponds at ith r end of 1 he ar ·a I ar 

thinn r than th fr e- tan<.ling pier.. h Prch are <.1 ubi -chamfer d. Th · n·t • roof 

ci. or-braced. 

North Ai.d . Th aisle, lik th chanc I, i Victori· n anu has identical 111~1 ' 111 . • 11 

thr e two-light window , D corated in t I • in th north wall. and slightly tall 'J t l"li •11 

'.vindow. in th two nd walL. h ai le roof is a . ingl I tin-to. 

West Tow r. h round we'i: tower i · built of cours .<.1 flint. Th r ar no lloors in id 

Thre mal! . tone-tin d r tangular wind w· light th b I fry, which ha. a singl bell. 

the top, th parap t 1. of 19th century workman hip. h tow r arch i plain a!ld pointed, 

with very large ton jamb . all with diagonal tooling, anu a ·hamf r round the arch on I 

outh of the arch, n the nave ide i a nich with four- ntretl head and a rebat · fo1 

ad r. 

Interpretation and Datin 

The chu.-ch ha .. uffere<.l from both neglect and major r : toration, making intt:rprctmi 111 

difficult. han el and nurth ai le were in ruin in the early 19th ntury. nl the nav 

and t wer are medieval and they appear to be contemporary. lat 12th century dat 

eem. m st likely. h lancet wind w are only lightly point <.1, and are :et within 

round-headed . play .. Both tower arch and chan I arch ar plain anti unrnould ·<.1. 1 ht: 

tower arch re ·p nd have diagonal tooling· the rather monolithi tone~ used a1e 

remini cent of Late · on work, but may be a late. urvival. o fr ".ton' i. ll. ti in tit· 

nave qu in., ju t large flint. There i not ufficient evid ne to intlicaL l\\O pha. '!· ol 

work (e.g. mid-11th century and late 12th century). 

The only major addition wa a north ai le, in the fir..t half of th foun en h 

century. There followed a peri d of decline, and chancd and aL I I ell to ruin, p1 ol ab I 

by the late 16th century. In 1 2 it was recorded that 'the hurch ther y. v ry ruinou ly 

decayed in every part thereor (Tymms 1 66 75). 

By the 1 th century, ervtce were infrequent m th trun at tl church 

(Pl. CXXXIX). In the . econd half of the 19th century, the chur h wa. u.·cd only a~.o · 

mortuary chapel, with dual function as mau ·oleum for the Kerslak family. he {.a~t rn 
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half of th nave contain d catac mb ; th wood n outh d< >r as r plac d by an 

tmm n . teel on . 

inally, a ompl ton tion took pia in 1885-o (archil et F. t>rccdy) to mal· 

the church fit~ r divine wor ·hip. he w~·ll blocking na car ad and han 1 arlh \ l'l 

remov d, also th old foundation wall of ai le and chan el, and a n w 1 orth ai.lc and 

chanc I wer built; th floor of th nave ~as I veiled dm.vn and d ne\\ I loor built, and 

tomb relaid. Th nave wa~ at o rcn fed ( RO, F B/9. 13, 22<>). ' Ill J,ill 

for thi. work, £ 62, wa. paid by R . .K. erslake. han I a.H.l na l! 

wt concre~ in 19- }. 

au of Abandonment 

The populati no th pari hi. . mall, and ha · b n for a long tim In IHO I only 15 hal 

re id d here; this had ri. en to a peak of 64 by the time the hUJ eh wa I) ing re tOJ ·d 

in 1 8 , although th provi ion of 120 eats . eem very optimr. tic. J()7J thl! 

p ptJlation had gone down to 45. ot only i the overall pari. h population ,mall, hut als > 

the church tand in an i · lated ite. The neare t h u e i. over 4 m away. hesc ar · 

not c ndition conducive to keeping a church in regular u. e. In 1978, th hurch w~1s 

declared redundant and lea. d to the orfolk hurch". ru. t. 

hurch ontent 

Ceramic: Vict rian tile. ver th chancel floor, mainly red and black, ~ >nlL gr ·c11 

glazed, ·om red decorated with yellow foliage or interladng circl . Part of the n·t t:: and 

aj le are tiled the re t concreted. 

Metal: bra plaque. to Thoma K r lake (d.1869) and aroline r!'llakt: (d.IH77); in 

chancel, bra · er ·. and two candle tic ; t-iron outh d or; abo e the door is an iron 

tympanut 1 with armorial ere t and in cribed Ad Finem Fideli. ', th" rslak j famil 

motto; iron flower tand. 

Stone: round font, of Anca ter tone probably late 19th c ntury; rai eu t me . lab uud ., 

ea t bay of arcade; ledger lab to Ker lake family. 

Wood: Mo t of the f,uoi hings date from the 1885 re ·toration: altar tabl , t\ o hoir 

banche a lee ern and 100 ru h-bottom eh ir in the n:1ve. The hanc I rail ' a. 

installed in 1926; almsbox. 
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ondition 

The church r. m e 11 nt ondition; alb p int d, late roots int~ ' l, gui L 1.. : •• 

downpip . in g od c ndition. 

hur hy rd 

The churchyard i!\ urn und d hy a neHt flint \ all, capp d with hri !... here is a gate "'' 

th we:t . ide, from whi h a track lead d wnhill to the road. Mo. t ot th churchyard i. 

clear of undergrowth. but there are only c few head!.ton , all 19th and -Oth c ntut/ 

(late. t grave 197. ). h shap of th churchyard i, ur ~ I on th ouLh-wc ·t :,jtJ •• hut 

rectilinear to north and ast - c rtainly not a circular nclo. ur . 

Archaeologi I and rchit tural 

Th ite is intere ting from the point of view of the relation. hip of the ·hun.:h an I 

churchyard to a hill ttl rn nt going back at I a t to Middl axon tin h. .. 'I h · ·hu 11 

it. elf ha. b en e tensively re to red, with I at 19th century har.ct:l and ai le. 'lit · ll l 1 

of th na e ha: been laid with grave., and wa la t re laid m 1959. a t.. and rou1tu \ c:~L 

tower app ar to b ran itional in . tyle, i .. lat 12th ntury - fairly rar for :. pa1 i. 11 

church. The arcade i: g od Decorated work. The 19th century han I ant.l ai. lt= Lire built 

in Early nglL h and D corated tyle re ·p ctively, comp tent bul not . p ·ctacula . 

Further Reference 

Blomefield 1805-1 , VII, 2. 

Bryant, 1900b, 7. 

Cautley, 1949, 171. 

Cox, 1 11, 1, 71. 

Me ent 1936 21. 

Mort! ck and Robert 1 85b, 5. 

Pev ner, 1 62b, 81. 

Tymm, 1 66 75. 
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Plate CXXXVII. Barm r, All Saint , from outh-we t 
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Plate CXXXVIII. Barmer, All Saint view from outh-ea t 
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B~RME \'H R H 

Plate CXXXIX. Barmer, All Saints by Ladbrooke (1831) 
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Plate CXL. N.Barningham, St Peter, from outh-west 
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PJate CXL I. N.Barningham, St Peter! chancel, edilia, outh wall 
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Plate XLIII. .. Barningham, t Peter, monument to J hn PaJgrave (d.1611 
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4. B rton B ndi h t 

Identification 7 8 0544. County no. 4513. Dio ·ese: ly. Arr.:hd J ·onry: Wi l h. 

D anery: inch m. Parish: Barton Bendi h. tatus: pari h church, n w r dunJant. Dwe 

last in regular us : 1974. Ownership and Acces : ve ted in Redundant hurch und . inct.. 

1976. 

Loc tion nd ttin 

The mall village of Bart n R ~di h p e e tw pari h churche ·, a it did at th time 

of D me day; indeed until the late eighteenth century it b a ted three m die at 

churche , all in clo proximity ( e Barton Bendi -h, All amt . he villag li . I t...m 

outh of a Roman r ad, n w the A 1122 from D wnham viarket to waffham about 

10km ea t of D wnham. Until 192 the 'Devil' Dyke' formed th a tern b undary of 

the pari h (hence 'Be-ndi h'). The pari h church of St ndrew tand in th ru I u. o 

the village; St Mary' i more i lated 300m uth-we t, pictur quely framed by a clump 

f tre . 

Architectural Description 

Thi report differ in ome important detail from that f und in East Anglian Arc/we lo · 

32 (Roger on, 19 7, 59- 3), ince more detail of the ma onry fabric w re brought to 

light after the tripp'ng of the external rendering in February 1 9. The church consi. t 

of chancel, n rth ve try and nave. The principal material i c ur ed flint, except the 

we tern part of the nave whkh consi ts largely of re-u ed lime tone bl ck . All ro f.- are 

thatched (PI. CXL V). 

Chonr~l. The wall are built of roughly cour ed mall flint ·. A plinth of flint, capped with 

chamfered lime tone, continue round all external wall . Until 1 8 patche of rendering 

covered much of the walling· the east wall, and the ea tern part of th n rth wall, were 

fre hly rendered in the mid-1 70s. The top 0.5m of north and outh wall c ntain muclt 

brick, and repre ent a heightening of the wall . 

The east wall i pierced by a uperb three-light Dec rated window, with 

reticulated tracery (Pi. CXL Vi). The main light hav cu ped oge head. ; th 

reticulation contain ogee quatrefoil . Both tracery and mullion have ogee pr file ·, with 

a fillet and the window jamb have continuou. unken quadrant m ulding . The 
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h d-mould c0n. i t. of a roll with frontal fillet; it t rminals ar e c 11 ntl arv d 

human head , a king to north, a queen to uth. On the in ide th r i. a . mall . quare 

aumbry · uth of the windo ., At the corner are medium-. iz d lime ton quoin.. h 

corbelled-out eave con.,ole. are both carved with miniature tla. figure , b aring the 

o f ab ve with their arm . The gable wall i. capped with . ton , and . urmount d with 

a gabl cro .. 

earth e t wall, the chancel outh wall i. pierced by a thre -light Perp ndicuiUJ 

window. ach light ha a cinquefoil ht::ad, the pandrel · are blank, and th window is 

enclo ed by a plain-chamfered quare hood-mould. n th in. ide, the window ts 

contained within a four-centred rear-arch with concave chamfer· th r veal form u 

ill- dile wh e b nch contain ix carved tone panel , each a quatrefoil containing a 

ro ette. ext to the window i a delightful prie t' door, with cu ped ogee head ~ th 

ho d-m uld, which follow th ogee profile pring from lion head terminals and i . 

. urm unted by crocket and crowned with a generou finial. here dr indication: of a 

blocked opening ab ve. More obviou ign of a blocked opening can b : n O.Sm wc~t 

of the do r, where there i · the clear vertical break of the ea t rn r veal of a blo ked 

doorway; intriguingly, thi doorway would have been the e act ize of the prie t\ door; 

the arched head of the blocked opening follow the preci e profile of the prie t' · door, 

ugge ting that thi. feature ha been relocated further ea t. The we t revedl of th i 

blocked doorway has been ob cured by the ea t jamb of an ther window: this i. two-light 

and in the ame Decorated tyle as the much grander ea t window. The hood-mould 

again has a remarkably life-like portrait head of a man to ea t, a woman to we t. he 

bottom 0.5m of L'le window has been blocked with re-u ed lime tone piece . n the 

iu ·ide a wall arch, pringing from the prie&t' door to the chancel arch, over. ail: the 

window; thi i a four-centred arch, but, trangely, only three-quarter. of the arch i. 

completed before it run into the chancel arch. 

An identical wall arch pierced by an identical two-light window, i reflected in th 

north wall. The label- top of the window again have car; ed face , a rather ad-looking 

man and woman. The bottom 0.5. of thi window i blocked too. Another 0.5m ea t of 

the window on the out ide, part of a low pointed doorway can be made out; the we tern 

half of the doorway i blocked in flint while the re t i concealed by the ve try wall. On 

the inside, the door to the ve try has a four-centred arch with quare lab I and a carved 

leaf in each pandrel. The label- top to east depict the head of a man that to we ·t a 
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woman with plaited hair. a t of the d or i a pact u aumbry, with og h ad, pan 11 <.1 

10 w d. 

The chancel arch i d uble-chamfered. It prmg fr m larg p >lygonal orb ·L with 

er ll moulding . e three-. ided pia ter ceiling of chanc I and nav ar cant d upwar<.l 

o a no to cut acro . the t p of the chancel arch. 

North Vestry. The ve. try ha a thatched gable roof at right-angle to th n rth wall of th 

chancel. The ma onry L mainly flint, with inter per ed pie e. of r -used lim . ton . ~ a . t 
• 

and we t wall are both pierced with a mall cu ped wind win lime ton . h north wall 

h a hallow pointed niche, outlined in brick, with a plain brick hood-m uld; a b a r<.l 

ha been et into it painted to re emble a three-light window. Th gable above ha. be n 

recently heightened b 25cm. Quoin at the corner are of quared lime.· ton . 

Nave. The ave i only ·tightly wider and longer than th chancel. part fr m the we t 

end, the ma onry i broadly jmilar to the chancel; occa ional piec of conglomerate 

inter per ed among the flint are more noticeabl in the nave. Until 1 89, many patch 

of rendering remained. A flint and lime tone plinth pr ceed along th ba · of n rth and 

outh wall . Oddly the nave wall are 0. m lower than the chancel wall.. Quoin. at all 

corner are of medil'm- ized lime. tone bloc . The eave. con ole · are moul<.led hut le. : 

elabora e than in the chancel 

Ju t we t of the nave outh-east corner, a piece of wall about lm wide ha b en 

patched and filled with a mixture of re-u ed lime tone, brick and flint· it mark · th it 

of the rood- tair. ext to thi blocking i a broad two-light Decorated wind w. The 

de ign of the tracery of thi window i extremely unu ual. The two main light: are 

distinctly asymmetrical, each urmounted by a lop ided combination of two mouchette: 

and a GUatrefoil· the inner mouchette are lower than the outer one . The head of th 

window has a kind of four-petal motif, with the bottom petal plit in two b a 

upermullion to m ke two mouchettes (PI. CXLVII). The hood-mould i plain. On the 

inside, the rear-arch i poorly formed, but on the we t tde the leading edge ha · a keel 

moulding; the rear-arch continue down to form a ledge eat. The b ttom O.Sm of th 

wi11dow i blocked. Ju t we t of thi , there i evidence of a mall pointed window n w 

blocked. 

There i a change in masonry 2.Sm we t of thi window. On the in ide it i 

marked by a et-off in the masonry of ome 15cm. A vertical crack and a light et-back 

mark the break on the out id . The east jam I) of the outh doorway corre pond with the 
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lin of the brea . The d orway it I ha. a f ur-c ntred h ad with ontinuou · m uluing. 

on the we t jamb; there i a return of 1.6m from the gr und, . ugge ting that th . tone 

abov formed the ea t jamb f the window now g ne. On the in~ide, th ea t pringi ng 

of the rear-arch of thi former wind w can be een. We t of thi. break, the wall i much 

thinner and moother than th t further ea t. Th ma nry con i t · of r -u. d piece. of 

lime tone including jamb and archivolt . 

The north wall mo tly mirror the outh wall f th nave. It i. pi reed by a 

two-light D corated window of different tracery de ign to it. counterpart in the . outh 

wall. It has achieved ymmetry, but i till peculiar in it form. h cinquefoiJ main light 

are boch urmounted by an inordinately large m uchette, ·queezing out any ro m f< r 

more form · ave a mall eyelet and an elongated quatrefoil in the inter ·tice b twct!n th 

two main light . el ewhere, the bottom 0.5m of the wind w has been bl eked. n the 

inside the rear-arch cot tinue~ down to the ground, and th keeled leading edg . urvi t!. 

in it entirety. urther we t there i a vertical ma onry break oppo ite that on the . outh 

ide. Again, there i the ea t jamb of a window, with the return for it ill 1 m from the 

ground; on the in ide, the e tern edge of he rear-arch urvive . We t of thi. p int, the 

wall i thinner and moother. 

The we t wall i al o con tructed of re-u ed lime tone block!-~, including piece: of 

tracery. At the ba e there i a high plinth with roll-moulded lime. tone capping. he v e. t 

quoin are of quared lime tone, with eave. con ole like the e t corner of the nav . 

rip le row of nineteenth-century bricks at eave level mark a change of m a on 1 n 

the we t wall· below, the ma oruy consi t of lime tone block ; above it i unrendered 

flint. Thi gable i capped with a bell-cote containing a ingle bell, a imple arched 

tructure in tone urmounted by a cro . Lower down, there i a two-light window with 

circular eyelet and hood-mould; next to it, the ill of an earlier window i vi ible. 

We now come to the pectacular orman wet door (PI. CXLVIII). The arch i of two 

order . The inner hafts c n i t of continuou bobbin motif . The outer haft have a 

tyli ed beak-head decoration, progre ing from wide 'b a ' at tl.e bottom, to narrow 

one at the top. Each haft has a capital carved with tringy volute e cept the capital 

of the inner north haft which appear to be decorated w'th ·mall ro ette .. The impo ·ts 

are chamfered and quirked. The inner order of the round-headed arch continue. the 

bobbin theme; the m~~er order has genuine beak-head decoration. The ho d-moul 

compri e a thin order of dog-tooth decoration, capped with an ord r of emi-circular 
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inci ions. 

Interpretation nd D tan 

There ar three principal pha e of con truction; the chancel, th nav and th w . t nu. 
We know from Dome day Book that there were two churche in Barton Bendi. h in the 

eleventh century, on of them almo t certainly St Mary' (D ubleday and Page l , 2 

127). However, nothing of thi church ~ urvive . Leaving a ide the we. t door, vhich came 

from another church the earlie. t part of the pre ent fabric i the chancel. Th cell nt 

east window hru reticulated tracery, and carefull carv~d label . top . The two-light 

window f north and outh wall c nform to thi de ign. A date of c. 1340 wou:d h 

fairly acceptable. 

Two factor how that the nave belong to a different pha e from the chan cl. 

Fir tly, the wall are ignificantly thinner than tho e of the chancel. 70cm a oppo ed t 

90cm. econdly, the tyle of the window i different in the nave. Gone are the . up rbly 

carved label top and the neat reticulate tracery. In tead, we have two winJow. wh:ch 

are broadly Decorated in form, but eccentrically ru tic in de ign and e ecut10n. h 

tracery of oth L oafi hly ill-proportioned, and the peculiar a ymm try of the na outh 

window eems prepo !erou ly provincial. Whoever de igned the window. wa · clearly out 

of touch with main tream architecture ? 4: o a late date - perhap . 1370 -would not 

be too great an embarra sment. It i perhap ignificant that John vel wa. buried in 

the middle of the church in 1372 ( .R.O. YCC Will 23 Heydon). The fact that th 

burial i pecified as being in the 'church' rather than the chancel indicate that John 

Luvel was buried in the middle of the nave. There i a large rectangular tomb lab in th 

f.Ioor of the pre ent nave, ju t east of the we t door. Could thi · be the ite of John 

Lovel' tomb? 

with the chancel, there i good reason to believe the nave extended further 

we t - 'n thi case considerably further we t. Fir tly the opening filled by the pre. ent 

outh door w originally a window opening, of which only the ea t jamb urvive . hi. 

feature i echoed in the north wall. It would be extremel unlikely for a fourt nth 

ce!ltury n ve not to have been piovided with north and outh door , o the emu t ha e 

taken up a bay, which extended we t from the pre ·ent we t wall. The e figure are purely 

hypothetical, but if we allow 1.4m for the window on the ite of the pre ent outh do r, 

a 2.8m length of wall from Lhi windo to an Ot·iginal doorway, a do rway 1.4m wide, and 
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a length of wall 1.2m long from the doorway to the uth-we t c rn r o th nave, th ·n 

we may conjecture a nave . ome 14.2m long (external mea urement ). We th n hav a 

nave more c mparable in pr portion to tho e of St Andrew ar.d 11 aints' in their 

fourteenth century pha e , St Mary' ha a recon tructed I ngth/breadth ratio of 2.4: I, 

St Andrew' 4. :1; the figure for St Mary ace rd well with other fourteenth century 

nave, e.g. We t Harling 2.4:1, Babingley 2.2:1). 

Important alteration were made to the chancel in th fifteenth century. It wa 

extended toe t, which involved aduing a new outh wind w, re ·etting th e· t wind w 

and moving the prie r' door further ea~ t. The north and ·outh wall were thickened by 

means of wall arche and a ne north doorway wa added oppo ite the reloc~1.ted prie t'~ 

donr· the plaited hair tyle of the lady carved on the label f the north d orway !ndicatc 

an early fifteenth century date. 

During the digging of a oakaway outh-we t of th church in 1979 the 

foundation of a wa11 running ea t-we t were di covered. It wa · con tructed of flint and 

chalk and was 90cm wide~ only a 1m length of the- foundation wa un ov red. hi · 

pre umably br .~a.ged to a pvi~h . !Jerhap part of the Pha e 2 church corby (. ee below) 

r cor~ that 'the old entrance on the OULt _icie turned t~ (ne u of a ve try. he 

excavation for a oakaway al o uncovered a burial out ide the prie. t's do r~ it wa. 

accompanied by a pewter paten. At the outh-east corner of the nave foundation of a 

ma11 turret for a rood- tair were found. 

There wa al o a we t tower, which collap ed during the reign of Qu a1 n11 

(B!omefield 1807, VII, 282); Bryant pecifie that thi took place during a torm c. 1710, 

and he i followed by Cox and Cotton (Bryant, 1904a, 16; Cox, 1911 2 89; R ·, 1987). 

Thomas Lovel left £1 toward new bell in 1421 (RCF, 1987) which ugge t the tower 

t.~d recently been completed. The tower may have been planned a part of John Lovel' 

nave campaign of the 1370s. o doubt the collap e of the tcwer led to the de ·truction 

of the Y.estem part of the nav~. The eru tern half of the nave c uld · till be u ed· perhap 

a temporary boarding wa used to cover the we t end. 

A de '-'ription of the church, as it appeared in the fir t half of the eighteenth 

century, h mvived in the form of a note, probably in the p . e ion of Blomefield 

originally, dated tc 1731 ( RO, AS c..l/2/12). It how that the remain of the tower 

could till be een, thc't the outh porch and rood- tair till t od, and that a dilapidated 

ve try adjoined the nortt• wall of the chancel (pre umably where th pre nt ve try 
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tand : t Mary ... i · an xceeding mall building without any tower. h hurch and 

Chancell are thatched B tween which i a verJ ancient [ tairway] going up to th Ro <.1 

all of free tone. Th outh porch i mall and tiled, only one ·mall light at th we:t en<.l. 

The ruiru of the tower at the we t end appear not a f t ab v the arth. It wa I· rg 

and the church lo k t have been longer than it now i ... a ves ry n . . i<.le cha[nc 1] 

dilapidated. Exceeding unu ual door in the cha[ncel].' 

More permanent repair could be carried out in 1789 after the church of 11 

Saint had been demoli hed. Faculty of 1787 united St Mary' and All aint. ' and the 

17 9 culty to demo:i hAll Saints ( RO, FCB/4, , 127) included permh~ ion to repair 

St Mary' ·. The Rev. Robert Forby de cribed the e repair in a memorandum in thl: 

pari h regi ter ( RO, PD350/7( )): the ale of bell and material fr m 11 aint · 

br ught in £56.15 .6d. which defrayed in part the £80 :)p h on repair. to St Mary'. o er 

the ummer of 17 9; a cupola wa built at the wet end to hou e a bell (PI. C LIX), 

which previou ly had been hung within the church; roof and wind w · w re repaired, a 

new reading de k and pew provided, and the f1 r repaired; in addition 'the ol<.l 

entrance on the outh ide (was) turned for the u e of a Ye try. An en(rance wa. mad 

at the we t end where a beautiful Saxon Arch wa erected, formerly the orth ntry f 

All aint church.' An olJ grave tone was removed from th outh doorway and pia eo 

in the chancel, north of the communion table. 

A further structural alteration took place in 1858 Ulhen the upper part of the nave 

we t wall w rebuiit in flint; the we t window date to thi rec n truction. About thL 

time a ve try was built onto the north wall of th chancel; Bryant (1 04a, 16) refer. LO 

it as modern'. The tone bell-cote was added in 1871. 

Causes of Abandonment 

For ome time, one pari h church ha. been adequate for the need of this mall village. 

Having reduced the tock of churche from three to two in 1789, it wa decided to 

abandon a econd church in 1974. St Andrew' was retained as the pari h church becau e 

it was larger and more conveniently located in the centre of th village. St Mary lo. t 

out, being maller and more i olated. 

Church Contents 

Glass: we t window, Chri t healing the ick, 1858. 
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Paint: wall painting, ·outh wall of nave, half wheel and female figure t Katharin '?), 

pro ably fourteenth century . . 

Stone: font, ctagonal, 1 57; flo r lab anctuary floor:~ urte nth c ntury ffin lid with 

cro ; ledger lab Simon Tiffin (d.170 ); two large unmarked lab on in middle ( f 

chancel floor, one by we do r of nave; waJl tablet: chancel: P. Jenney (d.1819), outh 

wall; S. Read (rl.1944), north wall; nave: north wall, H. Berney (d.1870), M. Gotob t1 

(d.19 3). 

Wood: altar table 1633; plain nineteenth century prayer-de k lectern altar-rail 

harmonium; eating mainly low box pew ; four plain benche , one dated 1 37. 

Condition 

The church i in very g od condition after a ene of repair in tt. 1970 and 19 0 .. 

Churchyard 

The attractive churchyard form. a rectangle around the church. Th re i a brick 

boundary wall. Mo t of the c!lUrchyard i under gras , and kept free of weed . There are 

a few eighteenth century head tone , but they are mo tly of the nineteenth centul). 

Archaeological and Architectural Asse sment 

The ite ha ulrf.ady g'ven an indication of its archaeological potential with rec nt 

di coverie of the fourteenth century priest' burial and the uncovery of the remain · of 

the rood- tair and outh porch. In addition to thi , there i undoubtedly much more 

below-ground evidence we t of the church in the form of the we t end of the nave and 

the \\est tower. Architecturally, the church i an attractive example of fourteenth century 

Decorated, with ome fine carved details and wall-painting. 

Further eferences 

Blomefield, 1807, VII, 282. 

Bryant, 1904a, 16. 

Cautley, 1949, 172. 

Cox, 1911 2 89. 

Doub eday and Page, 1906, 2, 127. 

Mortlock and Roberts, 1985b, 6. 
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Plate CXLV. Barton Benrlish, St Mary, from south-east 
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Plate CXLVI. Barton Bendi. h, St Mary chancel ea t window 

I : . 2 



Plate CXLVU. Barton Bendish St Mary, nave, south window 
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Plate 
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XLVIII. Bart n Bendi. h, t Mary, we t d orway by 
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BARTC ) N BAN H 

Plate CXLIX. Barton Bendi h, St Mary by Ladbrooke (1 ~32) 
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Plate CL. Brancii ton, St ichola , nave from outh 
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Plate CLI. Brandi ton, St Nicholas, na~e we t window 
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Plate CLII. Brandi ton. St ichola , from north-ea t 
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Plate CUll. Brandiston, St ichoias north aisle east window 
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Plate CUV. Brandiston, St icholas, plan by Martin c. 1750 
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6. Buck nh m erry, t ichola 

Identification G 3 55 6. County no. 10280. Diocese: orwich. rchdeac.·om)': orwich. 

Deanery: Bl field. Parish: Buckenham St ich la . tahl : pari h church, no\\1 ve t I in 

th Redundant hurch · und. Date last in regular u ~: befor 1968. 

Loc!\tion nd ettin 

The church i. approached along minor road from Brundall and he. toward. th bottom 

of a hill which gently lope down to the flat mar he which bord r th River Yar . he 

ite i t tally i olated. although a barn and a c uple of cottage · lie 250m to th ea. t; 

there i no village a . uch. The hurch i approached from the ·e c ttag . along a farm 

track. An enveloping hedge urround the churchyard and partially ob cur . its entrance 

(PI. LV). 

Arc itectural De ription 

The church con i t of chancel, ai leh.! nave with north ve try (formerly porch), ant! 

octagonal we t tower. Material ar. ! rincipally of cour ed flint with limeston dre~ ·ing\. 

Rcofing material con i t of ,Jt~ over the nav and ve try and felt over th ch,mc I; in 

1952 the lead of the h rch roof wa old to pro ide money to r pair a era k in th 

tower. Ladbro0 .e' drawing :!1 ,v · lead ver the chancel and pantile · over nav and 

porch (P LLVI). 

Clumcel. The chanc l i. much re tored. The we~tern 2m of it outh v all i. of ·irnil<tr 

character to the nave outh wall (with it brick ba e cour e ) and includ :., a three-l ight 

PerpendicLilar window (re tored). East of thi point the wall appear. riginal, e cept for 

two added buttre. e . Thi ection is pierced by two Y -tracery window ·, which look 

original as doe the five-light ea t window (inter ecting tracery, with oge . ). h north 

wall of th chancel appear to have been largely rebuilt, although the bottom 1 m i. 

probably original; above thi. the wall i et back ome cm and rendered; uch ma: nry 

as can be een looks very haphazard, with much evidence of brick, <.tnd must e a 

rebuilding. At the we tend of tbi wall i a three-light Perpendicular window matching 

the one on the outh i e, again probably a re toration. 

The interior appearance i entirely Gothic, ince th early nineteenth century 

re torations have thoroughly di gui ed any genuine medieval work: chancel arch, window 
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and their urr und , are all nin teenth century work. 

Nave. Th outh wall f the nave appear to have b en entirely re fa ed in th nin te nth 

c ntury: the bottom three cour e vi ible are of nineteenth century bric~ and th walling 

ab ve con i t of flint with occa ional piece of the amP brick (a a wh le, th wall i 

extremely flu ·h and traight, in contra"' t to the walling f the chancel}, th wind )WS ar 

of he ame peri d, very Gothic, as are the buttre e . H \\lev r, th . outh-we. t corner 

eem to have old quoin of lime tone, id ntical to tho e of the we t tow r. he outh 

doorway i orman in tyle· the tone themselve app ar t b original, but hav h en 

re et not too carefully, ince one of the two ma dial i only 0.3m from the ground on 

the we t jamb (PI. CL VII). When digging a dry trench recently, half a .nill tone wa.· 

found ut ide the doorway u ed a a tep. 

The north wall of the nave ha not had uch a tho.-ough-going re. toration. ast 

of the projecting ve try are two two-light window nineteenth century in date. 8 tw n 

the window i a m· . of ma onry lm wide and projecting 6 or 7cm, ri ing to a height 

of 1.5m; above thi therf. i ome repair work with free tone and much brick; abov 2m 

from the ground there are mark of gable- haped bric capping thi projection, which 

mu t have been ome ort of chapel (Pl. CLVIII). There i a traight vertical joint 

b tween thi masonry and the walling east of it. Perhap. thi work relate to th ·n w 

ai le' for which John Dtk prie t in 1509, left £20 for tonework and £16 for timb r ~n hi. 

will (Blomefield 1807, VII, 215). 

The north-we t corner of the nave i dr ed with lime tone quoin , similar to 

tho e of the outh-w~ t corner and of the tower. Some 2m further ea t i a tragglmg but 

almo t vertical line of large, cut bloc of ironbound conglomerate, pre umably eith r 

quoin of door jamb . 

V~. Attached to the north wall of the nave i. the ve try, a ·mall quar . tructur 

which u ed to be the north porch ( ec Ladbrooke' drawing) but was converted to it 

pre ent u e later in the nineteenth century; it window date from thi time. It wall 

form a traight vertical joint with the nave. A urpri e await the vi itor to the vestry for 

inside it the medieval north doorway i well pre erved, with an order of haft , atJd 

archivolts of keeled roll and dog-tooth ornament (PI. CLIX). 

Tower. Up to belfry level the externally octagonal tower i round on the in ide, but the 

belfry stage is octagonal inside and out. everthele , it i probably of one build. On the 

outside, the angle of f-'1"' l eatly cour ed flint wall have mall lime tone quoin which 

I: D8 



become noo - haft in the belfry ·tage; thi tage ha tall lane t b lfry op ning., ach 

with chamfered inner face and framed by a ingl continuou roll-moulding (PI. 

main text PI. XXVII). Alternate oper.i. g · are blocked. The tower i topp d by a low 

crenellated parapet. At ground level, the we t doorway i imitation 1orman, with 

chevron moulding and calloped capital . It i clearly an in ertion, pre. umably of the 

nineteenth century re toration: part of the haft are falling to pi cc ·, and will not la~t 

very long; the oftne of the tone wa al o ob erved by autley (1 49, 180). Bryant 

r~cord a re toration of the tower in 1820, but ox mention. a erie of drawing. mad 

in 1813 which include a view of a orman we t doorway ( x 1911, 2, 7); either ox •· 

lightly wrong about the date of the drawing, or the doorway wa et ju t prior to 1813 

(or ox i mi taking the we t for the outh doorway). 

The mall doorway in the outh-east face of the tower lead to a fir ·t floor lined 

with brick pigeon-hole probably an eighteenth century conver ion. 

Interpretation and Dating 

The earlie t dateable feature i the outh doorway, which belong t the fir t half of the 

twelfth century. Unfortunately it has been re et; however, the conglomerate quoin in the 

north wall of the nave may belong to thi period, a may the original core of he na e. 

ower and north doorway of nave are clearly Early Engli h, probably early thirteenth 

century; the orman nave wa probably extended by 2m to we t. The chancel ea t 

window with it inter ecting tracery i~ equally clearly late thirteenth century, along with 

the two Y -tracery window . Pre umably the chancel origmal walJ belong to this period 

too. There are no original Perpendicular feature , although dbrook h w. that the 

three-light window of the chancel mu t be based on ('rigiPal . 

The whole church wa thoroughly re tored in the fir t half of the nineteenth 

century: the date '1823' and '1824' frame the east window; the altar . tep date to 1824· 

and the plaque on the west wall of the nave display th date of 1841' by which time the 

nave had been re tored as well; finally, the date '1843' can be found in ide the t w ... r and 

ve try. 

Causes of Abandor.ment 

Fewer than fifty oul inhabit the parish; there i no viilage as such, merely a cattering 

of hou e and farm over a wide area. The parish was con ·olidated with Ha ingham a 
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early a 1739 (NRO, F B/2, 30). The church cea ed to be u ed by 19 8, and in 1979 wa. 

ve ted in the Redundant Churche Fund. 

Church ntent 

Glass: e t window, mo tly vandali ed, but ome cherub head of 1823. 

J\fetal: bras tablet, north wall of nave, 1915. 

Stone: uperb font octagonal, eight figure of aint and apo tie within oge arche. on 

bowl, angel against tern fifteenth century (main text, PI. LIX); fl r slab. : hanc 1: 

two thirteenth century coffin lid with carved foliate cro e ; four ledger lab , one 1658, 

the re t 1 O· nave: ledger lab, 1732; wall tablet : chancel north wall A. ewbury 

(d.1707); c mmunion rail: 1840s; tower arch creen: 184 . 

Whereabout or Content 

Font cover: Strump haw church. 

Condition 

From a ·tate of evere dilapidation in the 1970 , the church ha ... been put into good 

repair in the 1980 . 

Churchyard 

It i very overgrown outh of the church, but quite well tended on the north . ide: the 

late t grave had fre h flower on it and the gra had been kept fairly low. 

Archaeological Record 

An alaba ter tablet depicting the martyrdom of St Erasmu wa found wrapped up in 

edge, about 2ft below the pavement of the chancel in 1840, dated to the late fourteenth 

century (Beauchamp 1847, 243-251). A copper gilt crucifix wa. found at the ame time 

(Daw on Turner 1847, 300-304). Both are now in the St Peter Hungate Mu eum 

orwich. 

Archaeological and Architectural Assessment 

The octagonal we&t tower, with 1ts tall lancet windows, u outstanding and unu :.~al. Toft 

Monks i the only other Early English exCimple in the county (Billingford, Edgefield and 
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ettle tone are al (J octagonal, but later). The inter ecting tracery o the ea t window i: 

very fine too. The church a whole, whH t not out tanding, i yet of intere t and ~ome 

antiquity going back to the twelfth century and incorporating a orman d orway. 

The ite would rove to be intere ting from an archaeological p int of view; there 

are medieval grave lab both in church and churchyard; but the interior Jf th church 

was probably lowered in the nineteenth century. 

Further Re erence 

Beauchamp, 1847, 243-251. 

Blornefield 1 07 VII, 215. 

Cautley 1949, 1 0. 

ox, 1911' 2, 7. 

Daw on Turner, 1 47, 300-304. 

Mortlock and Robert 1981 21. 

Pev ner, 1962a, 104. 
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Plate CLV. Buckenham Ferry, St Nicholas, from north 
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Plate CLVI. Buckenham Ferry, St ichola by Ladbrooke (1824) 
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Plate CLVU. Buckenham Ferry, St icholas, outh wall of nave and chancel 
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Plate CLIX. Buckenham Ferry, t ichola . nave n rth d rway fr m north 

I: ~2 

copyright Royal omm1 1on n Hi t rical M nument ( ngland) 

52/5 5 



Plate Cl. X. Buckenham Ferry, St ichola by Cotman (183 ) 
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7. o kthorpe 11 aint 

Identification 9 13 4222. County no. 1 . Dioce e: orwich. rcluieacomy: ynn. 

Deanery: Holt. Pari h: ockthorp . tatus: pari h church, now redundant. Dat' /a\1 in 

regular u e: 197 . OH-nership and Acce : I a ed t orfolk hurch Tru t. 

Location and ttin 

ockthorpe i a mall village near the coa tlin of orth orfolk, on the high r ground 

ab ve (and outh-ea t of) tiffkey and 5km we t of Blaken y. he village i. clu. t r d 

a ound the mall lane from Stiffkey to Langham; flanking th lan is th l:hur hyard 

outh wall. 

Architectural D cription 

The church con i t of chancel, nave, outh ai le, outh porch and quar we. t Lower. 

D"' pite having anaL le, it i till quite a mall \,;hurch. Materials are principally mortared 

flint with lime tone dre · ing (PI . CLXI, CLXIl). 

Chancel. The chancel wa built at the ame time as the nave: on th north sid , it can 

b een that there i the ame change in ize of the flint at 1.5m from the gr und 'sin 

the nave. Unfortuna~ely th east quoins do not urvive, ince the chancel wa · hortened 

at a later date; a piece of north wan l.Sm high continue ea t of the pre ent ea l wall 

by ome 1m. t now ha mall lime tone quoin (larger tone in the uth-east corn r 

a couple being large upright ). The only window in the north wall, near to the junction 

with the nave has been blocked with flint and brick (the upper part of the north wall ha 

been repaired in the ame material ); the tone jamb re till vi ible, but the head ha: 

gone. The east waH h a three-light window (each with cinquefoil head ) t within a 

four-centred arch each with hood-mould; the main light each have an ogee head; all 

upper lights have been blocked. The masonry i very patchy in the outh wall; both 

window have been blocked with brick and flint. Thee tern window i a tall rectangle, 

with hood-mould; iL jamb are vi ible) unlike the one further we t. On the in ide, b th 

of the e window how up as niche with flat two-centred head . The pantiled r of ha 

a polygonal boarded ceiling inside. 

Nave. All four corner of the na e are vi ible (joined by the ai le on the , outh ide ), and 

have quoins of medium to l~.rge uncut flint ; they how that the wall of the original 
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ai lele nav hav reach d ab ut m in h ight. B caus f th . uth ai 1 >nly th 

north all of th nave i vi ible. The m onry i f medium to large un ut flints in will· 

mortar b d , with v rJ clear h rizontal c ur · the low ·t l. m of wall ha lightly 

mall r flint , crowded nore clo ely together than th ab ve, but thi may repr . nt 

a rem•wed ea n f building rather than an alteration. he wall ha · b n h ightent!d 

by 2m at a later pha ; thi later wall ean ack from th walling b lov., and is 

comp ed of flint with occ ional dark orange bric , and brick quoin. . point d north 

doorway with tone jamb at the we. tern end f the north wall ha: b en block~d ith 

eighteenth century brick · and piece of t )De and flint. h re ar no window~. n the 

outh id three two-light window pierce the nave clere tory, ~ach wind w ith a :quar 

head and hoo,l-mould each light with a imple trefoil head. Betw en the wimJo v. th 

ma onry 1 of medium- tzed flint mo tly uncut; at the end: are :mall lime. ton quoin ; 

the wh I cl ere tory a if it ha been thoroughly re tor d probably in t h 

nineteenth century. bov th window i a concave ·tone c rni e, with two carved 

gargoyle . The upper of the two roofline vi ible in the ea. t wall of the tower would ha 

met the nave wall at hi~ c rnice; but the nave wall ha. ub equ ntly b en raL d by 

ome 0.5m. On the nave t wall, a higher r oflin for the chancel i. vi ible. In. id the 

nave there i a big rec for the blocked north doorway with a four-centred ar h 

decorated with concave and convex moulding . 

The chancel arch i extremely fine with a hood-mould, tw continuou. moulded 

outer order , eparated by a deep hollow from the inner moulded order, which i. 

upported by polygonaJ capital and half-column , and ba e . The rch-braced nave roof 

i al o excellent; wall po t carved with half-column and polygonal capital re. t on 

carved wooden corbel · on the north ide a wall plate decorated with quatrefoiL and 

upported by longitudinal arched brace urviVe . 

Aisle. The outh ai le abut the nave cleanly. It ma nry 1 of mall chipped flints, 

crowded into cour e which are not very regular, with lime tone quoin at the corn r .. 

The window in the uth wall ha been blocked ancf fill d with flint and brick 

(seventeenth century?) into which a maller window of two light ha been in erted; ach 

light ha a cinquefoil head . nd blocked upper light , and there i an env loping 

hood-mould which i too large tor the windo ; it eem that the window originally cam 

from el ewhere (perhap the chancel befor it in rt10n here. On the in id , th 

window reveal i very large with a pointed egmental rear-arch. h t o-bay arcade 
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which divide nav fr m ai le i upp rted by a ingle octag nal pi r with mould d 

capital upp rting d uble-chamfered arche (which d1e into th end wall , PI. 111). 

On th ea t wall, th althorp monument block a large four-c ntr d window arch, PI. 

CLXIV; bel w thi · monument (about lm rom the ground) and fillillg th c rn r~ o th 

ea t end of the ai le, are two tone corhels, now u ed for holding p t plants. 

There i al a mall angle-pi cina with c lumn, m ulded capital and trefoil arch 

head, by th reveal of the outh window. The whole ai le roof was replac d in th 1970. 

and felted on the out id . The fl oring i of pamm nt, a through ut the re ·t of th 

church. 

Porch. The c n truction of the p rch i rather curi u . It ha · a ery fin . outh face, with 

mooth knapped flint with galleting and mall tone quoin • enclo ir.g a beautiful . ton 

doorway with fou.-centred arch and hood-mould, polygona! capital . jamb. with 

half- haft and pede ·tal ba e . The ea t and we t wall:- are le s . traightfo1 vard. ' I h 

I owe t 0.6m of wall, in flint, . eem contempo;- ry with the outh wall, hut th r i a 

coping of brick ( eventeenth c ntury?) at thi · point, and there i a v rtical pier of brick 

at the outhern end of the wall ; the re t i a filling of flint with cca ; · nal brick . It 

could be that the upper ide of he porch were wo d n originally, but th wood was 

later replaced by the flint and brick blocking. In ide, the doorway leadmg into the outh 

ai le ha a imple chamfered pointed tone arch, with a po t-medieval w oden door. h 

roof i pantiled, with a plastered flat ceiling in ide. A tiled bench line the id wall of 

the interior. 

Tower. The tower h been recently f1977) repainted, leaving little of it flint masonry 

expo ed between th~ thick pointing JOint ; the whole tower ha a pale, gho tly c· . t, 

becau. e of the white cement u ed. There are lime tone quoin at the corners (no 

buttre e ) and a tone chamfered base c ur e. far a they can be traced, tne flint 

of the tower wall are mall to med'um in size, cut and chipped, d . ely packed and 

. traight cour ed. The top of the tower has a crenellated pc:.rapet, w1th . ton coping and 

urmount a concave tone cornice which "'prout a carved gargoyle on north and outh 

ide . Two-light belfry window mart~ the tage below. The north and outh window ha· e 

imp le Y -tracery and a h od-mould, and are blocked by bric ( eighteent:, century bri k 

on the north ide, twentiet century on the outh ide). The we t window i of differ nt 

design, with no hood-mould bu mo t of its tracery i mi ing blocked by flint in th 

lower part, brick in the upper); the fragment which urvive ugge t a cu ·ped quatrefoil 
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head. The e· t window L al difficult to decipher, being blocked with brick; it appea 

to have two round-headed light eparated y a wide chamfered '· ton mullion. B low 

thi window two earlier roofline are vi ible, the upper one b longing to th pha of th 

1 ave b .. fore the cl ere tory wa rai ed; the lower one i o t ep it mu t b long t a ph a. 

before the clere tory exi ted. 

There are two more window in the tower, b th ·implc lan t~ with chamfered 

tone jamb : one in the we t wall at ground-floor level, and one in the . outh wall at 

first-floor level (blocked with mod rn brick). In ide, the ~mall pointed tower arch has 

traight jamb and a ·light chamfer at each edge. 

Interpretation and Dating 

The main fabric of nav and chancel i probably, by analogy with other monum nt.. 

orman (although the chancel arch i Perpendicular), lat elev nth or tw lfth century: 

the I rge flint quoin the clear h rizonta! cour ing of the ma onry, ar well known in 

other orman monument in the county. To th e element ·, the tower ha b n ad led, 

probably in the \ate thirt~enth century ( imple lancet and Y -trac ry window~); th ai I 

may al o belong to tl i pha e, with the Early Engli h character of it~ pier and pi~cina 

capital . The lo er r ofline; vi ible in the ea t wall of the tower no doubt fit. thi'l 

arrangement (which al o how that the nave had no clere tory, or ju t a very low on . 

at thi time). Finally, there have been t.vo Perpendicular ph a e · the fir ·t b longing to 

the c nstruction of the nave de;-estory (the upper roofline marked on the tower) up to 

the tone cornice, the econd to the con truction of the pre ent nave roof, with a 

heightening o! nave wall and lowering of roof pitch. The porch, which belong · to o e 

of the Perpendicular pha e~· had be~n erected by 1480, ince in hi · will of that yeai 

Thoma de Ringstede ordered thftt hi ')ody hould be buried at the doo:- of the chur h 

<'rch (Blomefield, 1 0 , IX, 218). Further alteration took place in 155H, for we read in 

the will of Jame Calthorp of that year that he ordered the ·outh ai le to be re-roofed, 

that he hould be buried there, a.Ild that a new window . hould be made in it depicting 

hims If and hi wife; and that al o the chancel gable hould be built (Lee-Warner 18H4, 

164). I eem likely that hew re ponsible for shortening the chancel and building the 

pre ent east wall, with it window; and that hi i the large tone tomb che t et again:t 

the wind w of the outh ai le, which nece · itatec:! the in ~ertion f a n w wind w. 

Unfortunately, none of the original glas has urvived. 
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au of b ndonment 

The mall ize of the village has led to the abandonment of the church for r gular 

ervice . Since 1 77 i h been le ed to the orfolk hurche ru. t. . early as 1743 

the pari h w con olidated with Blakcney and Glandford, ince 'the inhabitants of th 

aid Pari ~e are few and inconsiderab e there being only three farme h u nd two 

cottagt: m t~e Pari h of okethorpe' ( RO, · B/2, 69). The village i of similar . i7 

today. 

Church ontent 

Metal: bra cro and plate, iron chand lier, all nineteenth or twenti th century. 

Stone: octag nal font with hield around bowl, claimed to be fifteenth century out I k. 

more recent. lo r lab chancel! 16 1. Tomb che t, outh ai le, Jame althorp (d. IS ); 

top lab unde orated, ide. divided into erie of panel , two bearing escutch on~ . e t 

within traceried geometric motif ; adjacent flo r lab with indent. onument to ir 

Jame and Barbara althorp, ea t wall of ai le; in cripti n on white mar I , framed by 

red, grey and white marble; urmounted by broken curved pediment embracing 

achievement; e cutcheon below inscription, which read : 

TO GOD D POSTERITY 

I ASSUR D HOP OF A JOYFUL R SURR 0 

RESTETH HER THE BODYES OF Sr lAM S ALTHORP 

KNIGHT, AND DAM BARBARA HIS WIFE, DAUGH R 

TO IOH. BACO 0 HESSET ESQr; BY HER H HAD 

8 SO S AND 6 DAUGHTERS, I WHOSE SEV RALL 

MARIAGE D ISSUE THE ANCIE T GLORY OF Ty 

ill AND FAMILY (RESTI G THE CHEIFLY AND 

ALMOST SOL LY I HIMSELF) DID REFLORISH A D 

IS DllATATED I TO MANY OF THE BEST HOUS S 

I THIS COU TY, HE WAS BURYED THE 16th DAY OF 

IU E ANO D I 1615, AND OF HIS AGE 57; THE SAID 

DAME BARBARA SURVIVI G HIM AND MUCH COMFORTED WI H 

THE SIGHT OF 193 OF HER CHILDRE 

AND TIIEIR OFFSPRING, AT THE AGE OF 8 YEARS X­

CHANGED THJS UFE FOR A BETTER UPO THE 3D 
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DAY OV MB R 0 D I 1639 

Behold children are the Inheritance of 

the Lord and the fruit of the womb hi 

reward. P A. 107. V.3 

Wood: &t the front of the nave are four pew with carved poppy-h ad. on the b n h 

end ; n of them i. dated by in cription to 1649. The other pew are all ninet ent 

century. In the chancel are rr.odern fitting : lectern, chair , altar table with 2 candle · tick~ ; 

there i a mall harmonium. 

Condition 

The church ha been recently (1977) re tored by the orfolk C 1Ur h s Tru. t: th aisle 

has been re-roofed, to ver rep inted, new gutter fitted, and a drainag tre h 

con tructed around the whole church and lined with tile . The interior i whitewa, hed 

and clean; three iron tie-r d (not new) help to tabiJize the nave wall . In all, th church 

i in very go d condition. 

Churchyard 

The outhern boundary of the churchyard con i ts of a turdy flint wall, flanking the r ad. 

Tree frame the re t of the churchyard, with a mall bank a well on the we ·t id here 

are many magnificent early eighteenth to nineteenth century head- tone , with carved 

kull , hour-glas e and cherub , and exceptionally clear, legible in cription (main k.xt, 

PI. LVIII); al o ache t tomb west of the porch. A tone coffin withou . a lid, containing 

a kelet n, was found ju t east of the outh ai le in 1977 when the dry trench wa etng 

dug. 

Archaeological and Architectural Asse sment 

Thi i a mode t but fine church. It i of ome antiquity, going back to orman tim s, 

with an Early Engli h arcade and tower. The fifteenth century roof i of exceptionally 

good quality, as i the porch and chancel arch. The Calthorp tomb and monument are 

als of excellent quality, and the grave tone in the churchyard are ome of the e t in 

the county. 
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Fu her eference 

Blomefield Hm8, I , 218. 

Bryant, 18 8, 32. 

CautJey, 1 49, 18 . 

Co~ 1911,1, 205. 

Lee-Warner, 1884, 164. 

Mortlock and Robert!. 1981, 28. 

Pev ner, 1962a, 116. 
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Plate CLXI. Cockthorpe, All Saint from outh-ea t 
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~)C THt:RPC Ct-IIJ~ r H 

Plate CLXll Cockthorpe, All Saints by Ladbrooke (1826) 
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Plat L Ill. > ktl.orpe, 11 aint, int rior, na e looking into .outh ai. l 



Plate CLXIV. ckthorpe All aint · monument to Jame althorp {d.1639) 
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8. rpu ty, t P t r 

ldentificatir;n ' 115 2 40. owzty no. 7367. Dioc : orwi h. ,., ·Jui 'acum •: or i ·h. 

Deanery: IngN rth. Pari h: . rpu ty. tau : pari h chur h, now dtsu d. Date /me in 

regular use: 19 . wner. /zip and A ·ce : Dioc e o rwich. 

Location nd ttin 

Tite church form an i pr tv landmar , . tanding i. lat d on a hill >Vcrloo"-ing th 

River Bure and the combined village f rpu. ty and axthorp , which li . olil .Hkm 

to north. It i. th highe t p int for mile ar und, giving an c 11 nt vi w of the 

urrounding c untry id (PI. L V). Th we t undary of th churchyarJ is ontiguou. 

with the 81149 rwich to olt rva j; combin d with it~ i lation, thi make. th chur h 

all to acce ibl to vandal . 

hit tund ription 

The church c mpri e. a we t tower, outh porch, and ai I le. nave, vith no I m 

junctio'1 between nave and chancel n the ext rior. Apart from th porch, it appe· r. to 

b all of one build con truct d of mall uncut flint in neat (if om what untlulating) 

cour e , with lime tone quoin , coping jamb and arche . 

Chancel and N£N . ave and citancel form ne b dy (and one build)< n thee terior (PI. . 

CLXVI, LXVII). The corner. ar trengthened by diagonal buttre ·ses, similar in typ 

to the t wer but with only two et-off . Both n rth and outh wall are ::>ierced t y 

identical evenly paced window (with hood--m uld ): t o-light, with og inquef il d 

head on the main light \\hich upport angled upermullion. forming two large 

mouchette and a mall quatrefoil, with elongated <iagg r in th int r tic 

(PI. LXVIII). The east window i much larger, with four light , and a m r rectilinear 

de ign with vertical upermullion ; it ha had mall repair underta... n ir. brick. n the 

interior, the church i very pla!n apart fr m a fine chancel arct1 with hafted r p nd . 

ext to the chancel arch th archway into the ro d tair in the outh W(!!) of the nav 

urvive , with a carved lab 1- top (d faced). The uprer op ning fr m the rood . tair i. 

aLo · ible, but th tai ay 1t elf h b en r m ved; it protrud d Dn the e ·terior of the 

church, where ign of blo king ar evident, and a ~impl buttre ha b en '<.Id d. 

Oppo ite th tair, on the lCJrth toe of th~ u: v •'1 re !. blocked d orway; from the 
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i id it can b . en to hav . b n f tw rd r , with hulf-shafts and ·apitals; on th 

out id th r vid n < f bl king, and trac 'fan arch turn d in brick remain. ·1 his 

mu t b .. th h~pel of t Mary, m ntion d by Blom i Id and de rib d as ruinat · I' 

(Bl me ield, 1807, VI, 4). At th w t end of th north wall th r · 1 a point ·d 

d orway, with w d n do r lightly ajar, but with th openin bri k d up o~ th in idc. 

In id th chancel, th r is a . mall pi cina with cu p d og h ad in th south ' all, and 

adj ining: dilia· in th ne rth-ea t c rner th r~-> i a carv d 01 b 1-head . upporting a roof 

tru of th arch-bnced r f (po ibly original m dieval ). h nav roof i a ·rucl affair , 

pr babl buil in 1779 wh n it leao wa old t rai m n y for r pair.; both ro fs \ er 

r ttlea (with p:mtile ) in 1 74 by th orfolk cicty and ri nd. f riendl . ~ hur h . 

Porch. Th nly addition t th main fabric i the outh porch, which do . n t bond in 

with th nave. a. onry f ea t and we"'t ,vall i imilar t the re. t of th hurch, but th • 

flint facing of the uth wall i. much neat r, with carefully knapped flint : thi i · 

probably du to the de. ire to enrich th app ; renc of ·. he walling ar mnd th main 

entrance t the chur~h. The outh doorway ha a point d arch f two cham r d order~. 

th in11er on ri ing from c rbelleJ capital · above th hood-mould i. a blo k d . tatu 

niche. The north a11d. uth wall are pietced with quare-head d two-light windows with 

accompanying h od-mould , each having an ogee cinquefoil head. 

Tower. Large diagonal buttre . , with three et-off upport th we. tern corn r. >f h 

tower, but m dium- i~ d lime tone quoin uffice on the ea. tern id . h ry plain 

tower waiL are broken only by two cornice , marking the top and botH.m or the belfr 

tage (PI. CLXIX). b ve thi tage i a crenellated parapet (with tvn aping.) and a 

carved gargoyle on the outh face. The tracery f th p inted belfry window ha, not 

urvived, but remaining fragmen how that each window had a c~ntral mulli n with 

cu ped upper iight and a h d-mould· the we t wind w ha" b en bl ck J in brick, tht. 

other thre boarded in wo d. Ju t below the we t b lfry wind w, a mall r ctangula1 

window ha been imilarly blocked in brick. However the window at ground-fl or level 

in the we ·t face doe urvive, of three light (each ith ogee trefoiled head ·) with 

upermullion and four batement lights. 

lnt~rpret tion nd D ting 

The church i all of on{: build. p.:rt from he p rC'h, hich cannot h m11Ch later. It mu. t 

date to the ecoud half of the fGurteenth century: th ea t and w t window!) an~ cle·!rly 
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Perp ndicular; north and outh wind w f nave and chanc I ar mor D orat d in 

typ , . ugge ting a p ri d o trar. ition from Dec rated to rp ndi ular tra ry forms. 

u or b ndonm nt 

Th church tand lat d, n hill climb away from 1 h villag f r!1u ty. a ·thorp 

church, lkm to th n rth, i: near r ar.d more conveni nt forth p<Jri hioners. It has not 

b en u ed ince 196 . 

hurch ont nt 

Stone: th font 1 ok nineteenth c~mury alth ugl1 autley th ught it to t fift nth 

century ( autley, 1949, 18 . ); it ha been ma bed by vandal . In th chancel floor b th~ 

ledger lab of dmund P oley (d.l650) now broken. 

Wood: chancel creen, largely nineteenth c ntury, but with ome original fifteenth centur 

work. autley al o mention~ a evente nth century c mmunion rail, but ther i. n 1gn 

cf tt today; m t of the nave benche. urvive, but ome have been broken up; they are 

fairly dull probably arly twentieth century. 

ondition 

Deterioration over the last 1 year ha Leen quite rapid due mainly to vandali m Mo. t 

of the windo gla ha been ma hed (there are m fragment: f painted gla. ~ in the 

outh-ea t wind w of th nave), and many of the floor pammenu hav b en remov d r 

mru hed; ome of the wo d n fitting have been broken up. a ha the f nt. ower w<.1IL 

are very damp, and the internal plastering i in poor condition. Bird dr pping · fe toon 

the interior. On the po itive ide, the roof have recently ( 197 ) been re-tiled m a onry 

i in good condition, a:td window tracety urvive intact. 

Churchyard 

The churchyard i till u ed, and has been kept fairly clear of encroaching bramble .. 

brackens and nettle . There i an intere ting variety of nineteenth century head tone ; 

one ju t outh of the t date to 179 . Remnants of a flint boundary wall urvtve 0n 

north and outh ide th other ide b i:J.g marked by a low hedge. 
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Arch eolo ·cal nd chit tural ment 

Th ite i intriguing, b ing entirely i olated and th high t p int for 1nil s around; 

there i n vidence of th village ite being n xt to th church originally. 1 r mau1 

of a n rth chapel lie bel w ground.The church it If i intere ting, although not o 

exception I cal . Wind w tracery i an intere ting mixture of P rp ndicular and late 

Decorat d f rms; the motif of north and outh window of nave and chanc I are rather 

unu. ual; th chancel arch i excellent. 

Further Referen e 

Biomefield, 1 07, VI, 3 4, 

'"'autJe.y, 1 49, 13 

ox, 1911,1, 152. 

Pev ner, 1962a, 11 



Plate CLXV. Corpusty, St Peter, from outh 
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Plate CLXVI. Corpu ~ ty, St Peter, from outh-east 
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f'ORP Ill 

Plate CLXVII. Corpu ty, St Peter by Ladbrooke (1 g25) 
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Plate CL VIII. orpu. ty, t Pet r, nave wind w 
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Plate CLXIX. Corpusty, St Peter, from south-west 
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9. oston, t ichael 

Identification TG 0621 620. County no. 886. Dio ese: N rwich. Archd~aconry: orfol~. 

Deanery: Hingham and Mitford. Parish: Co ton. Status: pari h church, now ve te<.l in th·.! 

Redundant Church Fund ( ince 23.5.7 ). Date last in regular us : c. 1970. Owner. hip: 

Redundant hurche und. Acce : acro private padd ck. 

Location and Uing 

Co ton i be t reached by lane from Kimberley, which i 2km furth r . outh and stand" 

at the cro road of the 8110 orwich to Watton Road and th B1135 D r hCJm lo 

Wymondham road. It i . ituated in a very gentl valley formed by th River Yare, which 

flow along the northern boundary of the pari,.. h. The village compri preci. eiy four 

building : the churcil, the Rectory hou e immediately north of the ~hurchyar<.l Co. wn 

Hall (a farm 250m ea t of the church) and a bungalow 200m north-we t of th church. 

To reach the church it i nece ary t cro a mall enclo ed padd k which adjoin. th 

east ide of the churchyard. 

Architectural Description 

The church consi t of c;hancel, ai lele-. nave, we t tower and ·outh porch (PI. X , 

main text PI. XXVI). Apart from the hortening of the chancel and the addition of the 

porch the church i entirely of one period, Early Engli h. Wall are con tructed of mall 

flints, chipped but not knapped, cramped clo e together in (but ·ometimes undulating) 

cour e . All window facings, doorway , quoins et ., are in lime tone. 

Chancel. The chancel i almo t identical in tyle to the nave, but there are ome 

perplexing difference . Both north and outh wall have tw lane t window with hollow 

chamfer (the western one on the outh side surmount a blocked low- id window): but 

the window are lightly wider than tho e of the nave, and there are no hood-mould . 

They re t on a tringcour e which ha a different profile to that of nave and t wer, ju t 

a imp le chamfer; and it butt onto the tringcoer e of the nave. The cl ea re ·t evidence 

that the chancel i of a different date to the nave, however, i th~t the chancel walL 

overlap the east nave buttre e . The chancel i therefore later in date than the nave, but 

cannot be much lat"'r: the m oniy i identical, and the window ar very imilar ind ed. 

It is probable that the char.cel originally extended further east; th pre ent ea t corner: 
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are built f eigh eenth century brick but om flintwork at the bottom sugg . L that 

north and outh wall w .re originalJy longer. Mo t of the ea t wall is renu red, but it can 

be een that the gable i brick. There i a . mall quar -headed a. t window of three 

light with cinquefoil head ·. The chancel roof i of lightly shallower pit h than that of 

the nave, with a . mall chamfered tone cornice. Slate. cover the r of wherea the na e 

pantiled. Mo t of the outh ide of the church i rendered. 

The ea t wall of the chancel i rather curiou . Its thr e-light ea~t windm i: . et 

withi11 a pointed rear-arch, evidently a remodelling after the chancel had be n :hort ned. 

Ab ut . m from the floor, and either ide of the altar table arP. . mall orb I., two t,> 

north and one to outh. Their row1tJ, moulded de ign i . imilar to th cludl<.: I ard . 

corbel . Pre umably they were et here as tatu pede tal , tJl'l may ha e originall 

upported wall-po t for an earlier roof. 

Through ut, the church ha. a neat brick tloo ·. A tep mark th progr : ·ion from 

nave to chancel, and a further t t: right at the ea t end mar!·. off the altar area~ a car 

again t the wall at thi · p int mark · the former prc ence of a ommunion rail. 

Unlike the nave, a parchment croll tringcour e run below th ill-level f the 

window , ugge ting that it crude counterpart on the exterior may have been recut; it 

doe not return along the ea t wall. The inner arch of the double hollow chamfered 

chancel arch pring from moulded corbel carved underneath with a charming tied knot 

motif (PI. CLXXI). The inner face of the north chan el arch re pond L pierced by a 

narrow low doorway leading to the rood tair , which open out into the nave in th upper 

corner of the nave ea t wall. Below the window in the north wall at thi<; curn r the wall 

ha been cut back, which may have been to accommodate a former pulpit at thi p int. 

Oppo~:ite, on the outh ide, there i a cu ped trefoil pi cina a:1d h od-m uld beneath 

the window. 

Nave. The nave i wider than the tower by 1 m on each id e. The we ·t corners have angle 

buttre e of irnilar de ign to the tower, except the we t facing buttr . e are a m re 

0.7m high, the north and outh buttre e running into the we t wall of the nave. At the 

junction of nave and tower the lower tringcour e f the tower de. cend vertil:ally by 

ever lm, to continue horizontally around the nave at about l.Sm from th ground. Tower 

and nave are clearly in bond. A row of three head can be een carved into the ton ~ 

corbel which form tlte head tone of the north-we t corner of the nave. At the we t nd 

of both north and outh wall , there is a pointed doorway with continuou. wave 
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moulding and a ho d-mould formed a a continuati n of the . tringcour ; the . < utlt 

doorway has a carved human head at the junction f hood-mould and tringc ur: . he 

angle buttre e at the ea t end of the nave are identi al to th · at th " e. t en ; 

half-way betw en, ther i a ingle buttre on either wall, alth ugh th n rth one has 

been heighten d in brick (probably eighteenth century); the . outh on ha it original 

gable- hap d coping. B th north and outh wall have two lane t window. , ew~L of th 

middle buttre e . ach wind w ha a double concave chamfer, a11d a hood-mould the 

eastern of the two outh window ha carved head at th lab 1- top ·). The . ilb of th ~ 

window are right on top of the tringcm•r e. Lo king at th gable- hap d . car on the 

ea t wall of the tower, it can e en that the nav originally had a ~te ply pitched roo!'. 

The rear-arche of north and outh doorway ar ·imilar to the tower doon ~l ; 

the d r it elf, compn ing four plank , i Id, a are it hinge a d bolt. he r _ar-arche 

of the window have a hollow moulding which ·tart · off a: . mall foliate pur~ (both in 

chancel and nave). 

The rather crude nave roof con i t · of four large tie-beam. , cambered and bracctl, 

upporting the principal rafter (Pl. CLXXII). It i clearly not the original roof: . om < f 

the wall-po t cut acro window , and there i · a teeper r ofline vi ible from the 

exterior. 

Porch. The pantiled porch i an addition, buiit of flint with brick quoin. and upp r wall~ . 

Diapering in bric i vi ible in the east wall. There are mall quare chamfered brick 

window (blocked) in ea t and we t wall . The outh face ha be .. n largely rend red; the 

entrance ha a chamfered flat two-centred arch. 

Tower. Like the re t of the church, the tower i on a mode t cale. The west corner have 

hallow angle buttre e , with ba e moulding , tone facing~ and two . et-off , for the 

lowe t 5m; above thi point (and on the ea t face above the nave r of) there ar . mall 

lime. tone quoin . There i a lance[ window at ground-floor level in the we t -. all. 

tone tairc ur e of parchment croll pr'ifile encircle the tower at about 3m rom th 

ground, making a pecialloop below thi lancet to avoid bi ecting it. Ju ·to er I m b lo'> 

thi tringcour e, there i a dark belt of knapped flint which contra ts with the masonry 

of the re t of the tower. Another lancet pierce the we t wall at ;'ir t-floor level. bov 

thi i the belfry tagc, marked by another ·tringc ur e of id ntical profile t th on 

below. The four belfry windows all have Y -tracery. 

A concave tone cornice, with an animal head gargoyle on north and ·outh id e. , 
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mar th top of the b lfry tage. It i urmounted by a crenellated parap t, c n truct d 

of knapped flint with t ne crenellations and coping ·. Three . tone hi ld are :et into the 

flintworl( f each face, and each crenellati n ha a ·hield et within cu p d nu. hwork. 

On th inte aor the tower arch i no more than a doorway 2m high, with h d-mould to 

ea t and flat two-centred rear-arch to we t. The tower fl r. are v ry decay d. 

Interpretation and Datin 

Tower and nave belong t the ame building ampaign· the chancei wa. added, but very 

oon afterward .. 11 feature are con i tently arly Engli ·h in tyle· taking into account 

the Y-tracery of the tow rand the wave moulding of the do rway. , a lat thin nth 

c !atury date i appropriate. The church ha been a per onal po: :ion of the 

Archdeacon of orfolk ince 1267 (Blomefield 1805, 11 72), and it · · .empting to 

attribute the building of o unified a church to a p r nal project •nd rtaken by on of 

the Archde3c n toward the end of the thirteenth century; by the fourt enth c nlury the 

Archc!eac n were re ident in Co ton too. 

There have been everal addition and alteration . The flu hwork parap t of the 

tower i late fourteenth or fifteenth century. The outh porch wa added, probably in th 

ixteenth century. Finally, the chancel was hortened, probably in the eighte nth century. 

A re tor tion took pia e in 1 50. 

Cause of bandonment 

The abandonment of the church i due entirely to the near total ab enc of population 

within the pari h. It wa con olidated with Run hall a early a 1 55. Service. finally 

ceased about 1970. 

Church Content 

Metal: bras tablet 1914-18 war, nave e· t wall; two old oil tove ; iron flower tand. 

Stone: large plain octagonal font· floor lab : three at east end of nave, on with figur 

indent; trapezoid iab by font. 

Wood: plain r.hancel rail with hinged door beneath chance! arch nineteenth entury 

on ite of former rood- creen· oak altar table with Jacobean leg ; two candle tick~; 

hexagonal pulpit, Jacobean in tyle; nineteenth century benche ; harmonium. 
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ondition 

The church i in re onably g od condition, both in id and out. Probl m includ a 

crack in the ea t wall of the chancel, the dilapidated natur of the p r h and th decay 

of the fto r in the tower. There i a bad leak affecdn the n rth ide of th nclve w~. t 

wall, with th pl ter greatly d teriorating h~re. On th <ut. id , the uth gutt 1 I aks. 

and the eav of the nave r f at the uth-we t corner ar d cayed. here are no 

gutter at all on th north ide. and ome of the window on thi id ar brok n. 

hurchyard 

The churchyard i b unded by a rlitch to outh and ea t and by wir fen on the oth r 

ide . There are no head tone at all north fthe church th area b ing u d for gr~ zing 

and fenced off from the re t of th churchyard by hurdl . . outh of th chu rch, tlw 

churchyard i undi turbed, with many fine nineteenth cemury h ... ad tone. , ~ vera I vf th · 

fir t decade of that century. At the outh-east corner, urrounded b iron pal i. ade , i a 

. tone obeli k rme 3m high to . Cadyw Id (d.1885). 

Archaeological and Archi:ectura l Asse sment 

Co ton church i that rare creature a tructure built more or le m on go, and hartlly 

altered ince. It i rarer till ( e peci~lly i1 orfolk) a a thirteenth c ntury church which 

fully retairu it Early Engli h character; later Archdeacon · of rfolk mu t ha e re i. t d 

the temptati n to in ert large Decorated or Perpendicular window . . The cale of th 

church i mall, but thi incre e it rarity, ince the urvival f mall thirteenth century 

churche i far from common. There are al o a few touche of rea' quality: th 'kn t' 

corbel of the chancel arch, the delicate window and do r moulding ·, the plendid 

flu hwork parapet of the tower. 

The archa ol gicaJ p ter.tial of the ite i immen e, mainly due t th conn ction 

between the church and the Archdeacons of orfolk; the Rect ry to north stand. on the 

sit of the old palac of the Archdeacons; according to Bryant ( 1 b, 79), ·a p r!i n of 

he old moat remain , which formerly enclo ~d the Rectory and hur h.' In ide th 

~hurch, the floor lab in the nave may mark the burial of former Archdeac n . 

Further Reference 

Bryant, 1905b 79. 
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CASTO N CHURCH 

Plate CLXX. Co ton, St Michael by Ladbrooke (1826) 
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Plate CLXXI. Co ton, St Michael, interior looking east 

.}j 



Plate CLXXII. Co ton, St Michael, interior looking west 
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10. rownthorp t Jam 

ldentifi ·ation · G 0 0 03 11. aunty no. 8934. Di ce e: or·1i h. Arduleacunry: Norfolk. 

D anery: umbleyard. Parish: rownthorpe. Status : pari h church, now li u cd. Date lwt 

in regular u e: 1 ~ . Ownership and Acce s: Dioce e of orwich, lea d for use · s 

work hop. 

Location and ettin 

Crownth rp ha no apparent village •'\f it own, but merge with Wicklewood to we .. t. 

The churci" ;an be n jt: t we t of the 81135 Wymondham to Dereham road, about 

3km north-we. t f Wym ndham. From thi road, a lane branch . w ..... t towards 

Wicklewood, and aft r l50m a hort trac lead up to the church. oday th church i. 

merely a hell with no internal fittimr , no glazing in the window and pr · nt · a rath r 

forlorn appearence (Pl. LXXIII). 

rchitectural De cription 

The church consi t of chancel, ai lele · nave, we t tow :- and uth porch. here i: no 

architectural di tinction, either in ide or out id , between th nave and the chancel; all 

lie under the ame late roof. 

Chancel. There i. no clear divL ion between chancel and nave, but ea t of th la rg 

blocked arch the masonry appear to be not so neatly c ur ed, and the flint ~re more 

chipped, ugge ting that a long chancel f different pha e to the nave b long · h re 

(Pl. CLXXIV). Right at the east end of the north wall there i a lane t with double 

hollow chamfered jamo . The east wall ha diagonal buttre e at the corner~. and i. 

pierced by a triple lancet plate-tracery window with chamfered jamb and ho d-m uld 

of bulbou profit~. Moving to the outh i<ie, there 1 a lancet near thee· t wall, opp . ite 

that on the north ide, with a quare low- ide window beneath it (anti eparated by a 

chamfered tran om; Pl. CL.·OCV). Further Y'e t i a two-light Perpendicular window with 

ho d-mould. Masonry here i of mall chipped flint , imHar t that of the north wall. 

Further we. t i. another huge blocked arch, analogou to the ne on the north ··ide, and 

pre umably leading originally into a o th c.h~!>e ~which Blomefield found 'in ruin. ' ; 

Blomefield, 1805, U, 399). The archway retctin~ CtlJV H ea t jamb and ha b en blocked 

with flint masonry iuto which a large quar .... -!1 a<.il.! ~ three-light Perpendicular windi 
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h b n et; lik th w t wind w, thi ha up~rmullion ri ing from th ogee h all of 

the main light.. a. t f th larg archway, ther me brick patching, pre ·umally 

ary by the r moval of the outh chap I wall . We. t of th :uchway, the llint 

m nry 1. in clear h rizontal cour ... identical to that of th nav n rth wall. 

Ab ut 1 m ea. t of the north chap I opening, a vertical crack in th phstcr sug' sts 

thi c uld b the p ition of a former junction b twe n nav and chanc I. h north wall 

h nly one further window, near the ea t wall, a lancet with a hollow moulding et into 

tht. rear-arch. There re identical rear-arche~ belonging to th tw window on th . ou h 

wall f the chancel, the more ea terly on ~"'imj a lancet with low-. ide wind w b !( \ • 

the on further we t with a two-hght Perpendicular window, dearly . qua:h d into ' hat 

would originally hav..: be n the pace for a ing!e lancet. he ea. t window of th hanccl 

con i t of thre'! tcpped lancet , et within an enclo ing pointed arch which ri. e fr >m 

a tone ')tringcour f r unded profile (which run th width of th a t wall). The 

window looks fairly recent in date ..!nd it ·hould be ob erved that Ladbrooke ( 182 . ) 

h w a window of Int r ecting tracery in it place (PI. LXXVI). ·ortunately, th 

double pi cina at the ea t end of the outh wall i not a re toration· it i: arty ngli:h. 

with a round central col1.1mn moulded capital and d )uble chamfered arche: 

(PI. LX VI!). 

The inter' or vf the churd · very bare, . tripped f it fJrni ~hing: main t t, 

Pl . XLII XL 11). The roof remain intact, and con i t. of a s rie~ of pindly 

h rl1mer-b am and arch brace running the length of the interior (nin t nth century 

in date). Flooring con i t of a pa age of red pamments aiu11g th axi of th church. 

flanked by wide platform of wooden planks ( omewhat decayed) de ign d to b ar the 

oew . By the ea t wa1l, there i. a narrow platform rai ed by a tep and paved in 1ed, 

yello•.1 and black tile ; it w formerly preceded by a communion rail, who car. are 

vi ibte in the wall to ncrth and outh. 

Nave. The nave exten(i 0.7m on either ide of the tower; they do 110l ap ear to bt ud 

together. We t corner. of the na\e are 'tpported by diagonal buttre . , he ma onry 

of the north wall con i t of medium- ized unrut flint et in very neat h rizontal cour. : 

in thick bed of mo=tar (PI. LXXVIII). ear to it we t end i a ·mall ton p inted 

doorway with plain chiimfer. Further e t i a !:uge p imed archway ri ·ing to the full 

height of tlte nave wall; the arch is very plain, w: h ju t , ch::tmfered edge on the tall 

t;tone jamb . The archway ha been blocked with flint :n OILJ', into which a uoubl 
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lancet indo ha b n c ntrally plac d. Imm diately ea. t of th ea t jamb of this 

archw y a cu ped pi ·cina with pl::in tr foil head i et into th wall; pre umabl ·, this 

remain in itu, near to the ea t wall of a larg north cha I (now di. app ar d) . 

In the nave. the d orway face each ther towards th we:t end; that on the north 

ide retain it wo den door, and i et within a rectangular op ning; th . outh doorway 

i et within a fiat two-centred rear-arch and ha had it d or remov d. urther ~ a. t the 

two chapel opening are clearly vi ible. On th north ide, th wide pointed arch has 

been cut traight through th wall; it i bl eked, bu c th double lancet window pi r ing 

the blocking undoubtedly come from the former chap l. Th . am can b . aiJ of the 

imilar blocked opening on the outh ide opp ite but thi time the archway i · carefully 

built in stone with arch, capital and re pond identic~l {O that of th tower arch; th 

Perpendicular window set within the blocking come undoubtedly from the form r . outh 

chapel (PI. CLXXIX). 

POfCh. plain p inted doorway with chamfer and hood-mould t wards th we t enu of 

the outh wall form the only entrance into the church: a holy water toup i. <.,et in the 

wall immediately east of it. rloth have been enclo ed by th addition of a porch, 

con tructed in flint but not in bond with the outh wall of the na e; it h'-. diagonal 

buttre e. at the outer corner . The outh doorw y of the p r h i. particularly fin , ith 

two continuou hollow moulding , a h d-m uld, and re pond ron ·i ·ting of ba. . 

half-column and crcnellated capital ; the arch around the doorway i built f alternating 

brick and flint. 

Tower. The west tower i~ built o mall uncut flint m neat traight cour e with 

occasional brick-lined putlog hole . There are no buttre e th"" orner. b ing 

trengthened by medium to large lime tone quoins ~ one of the quoin in the north-we t 

cornt"r i inci ed with a bench-mark. The we t wall i pierced at ground-fl or level by a 

large three-light Perpendicular window; .c ha , supermullion ri5ing from the oge head. 

of the main light . Some of the cu ping of th .• a-:ery has been re to red, but it i · largely 

original. A hood-mould line the head of the arch, the upper half f which i. urmounted 

by a relieving arch turned in flint and brick. The next ta of the tower begin . ome 9m 

from the ground, marked by a tone tringcour. e. Above the tring, the ma onry chang ~: 

rounded pebble are u cd, again neatly cour~ed. orth, outn anc we ·t face are pierced 

by mall sound-hole ri ing directly fron the tringc(Jur e; on the north ide, th 

ound-hole i about O.Sm quare with tracery haped like four cu ped leav . · the trac ry 
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d e not , urvive m th w t und-hol , which ha he n e t ·ruJej Jo n into th 

tringc ur (and i. now filled with chicken wire); th .- uth und-hol is 00. cured by 

thick ivy, which cov r · mo t of thi ide of the tower. Th ea t face is marked by th . car 

of a te p r pttch d ro f, with a ridge ome 2m higher than today' ; · dbrc k 's drawit.g 

{1 2 ) how a thatched nave r of at ju t uch a pitch till intact. A further string ours 

mark the ba e of the belfry tage from whkh ri e a two-light wirH j ... ) in ea h fat:e. 

ach window ha a ingl chamfered mullion ri ing to the apex fa four-centr d ar h; 

the brick in which it i con tructed loo eventeenth century. Abov! the wind w , the 

top 211! of the tower i con tructed of a patchwork of large quare li!J1e. t n blo k. and 

flint. A gargoyle (!t int the outh face at thi level bear. the dat1; :71 , pre umably 

contemporary with the re t of the patchwork ma nry around it. 

From the inside i can be een that the tower we t window is a v. ide a'· it could 

po ibly be, ext nding a ro the whole interior width of th tower (PI. L X ). 

Similarly the tower arch it elf i et almo t flu h with the inner n rth an' , outh wall 

of the tower, allowing n.aximum light from the we t window int th :.JVe. h ~O\ er 

arch re pond have thin half-column , re ting on moulded ba. e and . upportir g polygonal 

capital ; the mouiJed outer order of he arch ar enclo~ed by a hood-moul(l. 

Interpretation nd Dating 

The chaPcel (i.e. evetything east of the blocked chap I arche ) can b dateo tu th ... 

thirteenth century: the pi cina and the ea t window of 11on:., and . outh wall · art arly 

Engli h. If the intere ting tracery. hown in Ladbr oke' drawing rep re ent th original 

east window, then a very late thirteenth century date i probable. 

The wall of the nave are probably olde1, fm two re on . Fir tly, the ma ·onry of 

the nave i different to that of the chancel; it i likely that an earlier, narrower chancel 

wa replaced in the thirteenth c ntury by a wider chancel with wall flu. h with the na e; 

this i a fairly common occur ence in medieval churche . "nd it i very unlikely that th 

nave hould po tdate a chancel of the me width. Secondly, the north chapel op""ning, 

with it adjoining ('imple cu ped pi cina, probably date to the thirteenth century. The 

archway evidently cut through a pre-exi ting wall. One cannot date thL wall preci ely, 

bot the character of the masonry (largi h flint et in wide mortar b d in very , traight 

horizontal cour e ) look typically orrnan, mo ·t likely twelfth century but p 1bly l·_. .e 

ete~,enth century. 
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After th thirteenth century work the next pha f building belong. to th~ 

fifteenth century. We ·t tower, outh chapel and uth porch were all add d at this time, 

and lhe similarity of th ir late Perpendicular f~ature · (arch .,, wind w ) ugge: ts they 

belong to an int gral chem of recon truction. 

Later work include the belfry window (probably in the evente nth c ntury), an I 

the tower parapet (in 171 ). In 1743 the '"OOf of nave and chancel were level ira h ight 

and both thatched (Martin, 1771, I, 237); by the 1820 (Ladbrooke) the nav wa .. till 

thatched, but the chan el had a lo er tiled roof; the wh le roof ha b en at thi lo er 

pitch ince it was rebuilt and lated in 1844. It i not known when the north and . outh 

chapel were demoli hed, but they had gone by the eighteenth century. 

Cau e of Abandonment 

Ther appear to be no village of Crownthorpe in it own right. he only hou. t! ~ in the 

pari h lie along the road we t of the church and link up with Wicklewood, wh . e centre 

i only 600m we t of -.rownthorpe church. There are only 52 peopl currently on the 

church roll of the combined parLh of Wicklewood wid. ·--rownthorpe, mo t of whom live 

within the old pari h boundary of Wicklewood. Crownthorpe wa the church which lo t 

out in thi ituatior., e pecially in view of the co t f r pair which would be ne ... ary 

to keep the church in go d order. It was declared redundant in 1974. 

Church Content 

Stone: there are ome good eighteenth and nineteenth century monument. on the 

nave and chancel wall . On the north wall, from we t to ea t: 

')white marble croll on !;•ey marble (by J. Stanley), Ann Wat on (d.18 7). 

ii) white on grey marble, frame and architrave, William uckle (<.1.1762) and hi. wife 

Hannah ( d.1776; PI. CLXXXI). 

iii) white marble fluted pil ter , architrave upporting an urn black ground; tablet with 

inscription removed. 

South wall, ·, 't to easi: 

i, red yeihJw peppery marbl ground white marble plaque upporting an urn, h ma. 

OtlL;g.'\by Wat on (d.1813) and hi wife Ann (d.1845; Pl. CLXXXII). 

ii) m< •tl~ment remcved. 

Ledger slab in the floor of the middle of the nave, William Engledow and Margaret hi · 
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wife (d.l734). Octagonal hole for font at we, tend of nav . Ledger , lab . outh of it: Abcl 

a h ( d.l 09); ano:her n rth of it: William Buckle ( d.177l ); , quar . tc.. ne we. t >f it: T. 

Coning y 1 d.l785). 

Wood: Remain of the Victorian ctaganal pulpit lie broken at he we ·tend; it containcll 

three richly carved eighteenth cent~ry Flemi h panel (Pev ner, 1 62b, 127). 

Condition 

The church i in a tate of deterioration. Although the roof i intact . om of the . late: 

have Jipp d and chinks f light are vi ible in place from inside; the ridge coping h~t . 

fallen off in pla e too. Gutter and downpipe are non-exi tent. A wid crack ha. 

appear d below the chancel ea t window. Window are all unglazed. Much pia ter has 

fallen off the north chancel wall: a profu ~on of creeper i · growing on the outside of this 

wall, and ha be eiged the whole of the ea t gable. There i al o ivy growing up the 

outh-ea t corner of the tower. 

Churchyard 

The churchyard contain . everal early nineteenth century head tone · of good quality. 

South of the church, the churchyard i r!ither overgroy, n wtth aplings and brumble. ; iL 

i bounded by a hallow ditch and bank. orth of the church it L difficult t determine 

it extent, ince there i no clear boundary; only a meagre three head ton ~ indicate that 

thi part i a churchyard at all. 

Archaeological and Architectural As essmcnt 

The nave i probably twelfth century to which a thirteenth century ch,w el ha been 

added; no doubt the earlier chancel remains to e di covered below ground. Similarly 

the north and outh chapel (thirteenth and fifteenth century re pectively) lie bene<Jth 

the ground out ide the church. giving the church a rather unu ual cruciform plan. 

Feature of quality include the thirteenth century double pi cina and fin~ tow r, south 

chapel and porch arche . There i al o a good et of eighteenth and ninte nth century 

wa;l monument·. 

Fu -.her Reft ~li~s 

Blomefield, 1805, TJ, 39o. 
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Cautley, 1949, 19 . 

ox, 1911, 2, 109. 

arti n, 1771 , 1 , 2 7. 

Pe\ ·ner, 19 2b, 127. 

I: GII 



Plate CLXXIII. Crownworpe r.ot James, from outh-west 
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Plate CLXXIV. Crownthorpe St Jame , from north 



Plate CLXXV. rownthorpe, St James outh wall 
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Plate CLXXVI. Crownthorpe, St James by Lad rooke (c. 1835) 
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Plate CLXXVII. Crownthorpe, St Jame , pLcina, chancel south wall 
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Plate CLXX Ill. Crownth rpe, St Jame nave north wall 
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Plate CLXXIX. Crownthorpe, St Jame , interior south wall, chan el and nave 
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Plate LXXX. rownth rpe. t Jame • nave I king we t 
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Plate CLXXXI. r wnthorpe, St Jame, monument to William Buckle (d.1762) 
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Plate LXXXII. Crownthorpe. St Jame monument to rnomas Watson (d.l813) 
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11. Dunton, t P er 

ldentificaJion 8794 3031. County no. 2004. Diocese: N01wich. Arcluieaconry: Lynn. 

Deanery: Burnham and Wal ingham. Parish: Dunton. Status: pari h church, now 

redundant and i 1 th~ care of the NorfCJI Churche Tru t. Date lan irt regular we: 1978. 

Ownership and Access: leased to Norfolk Churche Tru t. 

Location and Settlil 

The parsely populated pari h of Dunton i located 4km we t of Fakenham. The 

northern part of the pari h i oct.:Upied by Sculthorpe airfield; the River Wensum form 

the uthern boundary. Dun ton i now a shrunken village with only a handful of cottage 

and farm . 1ne church tand immediately we t of a mall road which lead , 400m to 

n rth, to the A 14 Lynn to Fakenham road. Earthworkb to we t and outh-we t of the 

hurch give an indication of he original extent of the village. 

Architectural De ription 

The church consi ts of chancel, nave, we t tower and outh porch (Pl. CLXXXUI). 

Cltoltcd. M nry consi ts of coursed flint with limestone drt: ings. At eave level, there 

brick cornic (19th century). The roof i covert:d with imbricated late . The east 

wall h diagonal buttre with two set-off:. The lower tm of the wall is about lOcm 

thicker n the inside. A large four-light window with intersecting tracery p1erce the wall. 

On the insid of the south-east corner, there is a column pi cina with octagonal bowl, 

tem and base. The south wall has two windows, separated by a plain painted prie t' 

door. East of it, the two-light window has a four-centred head, et within a segmental 

pointed rear arch, with its ill lower on the inside to form a seat. The window has 

cu ped main ligh with cu ped oculus. We t of the prie t' door, the window i of imilar 

type, but with square head. The north wall has few feature save a two-light window 

identical to, and opposite, the e tern of the two windows in the south wall. 

The roof contains me old timbers, but larg:ly re-worked. It has arched brace 

and a collar, and the wall-po ts rise from carved tone corbel. . These carvings, from er. t 

to we t, are: angel, oak leave head (the head on the north ide i rni ing). Octagonal 

respond with moulded base and capital upport the double-chamfered tower arch, all 

in lime tone. 
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Ntwe. Uke the chancel, the nave i constructed of flint with a brick eave cornic A 

peculiarity of thi church i that north and south nave wall are of very different de ign. 

Both have diagonal buttre ~ at the corner , b t tho e on the north side are much taller. 

The lowe t lm of he outh wall i about lScm thicker, with an exterior et-off (covered 

with imbricated late ). The north wall posse e a buttre halfway along. which the 

south wall lac (PI CLXXXJV, CLXXXV). The outh waJI i· pierced by two window 

and a doorway. The eastern window h a tilted four-centred head, et within a 

segmental rear arch headed in brick with chamfered stone leading edge ; the three-light 

window has cu ped ogee main lights upporting six upper lights. On the outside the label 

tops are carved with animal head . Inside, there is a irnple cu ped pi cina east of thi . 

Further we ~ there i a window with Y -tracery et within a egmental pointed rear 

arch. The exterior hood-moulded i de<C:ply undercu~ w;th human face carved on the 

labels. Finally, there is the south doorway: quite imple, with a continuou hollow 

chamfer, and h -mould identical in type to the Y -tracery window; the label are carved 

with femate face . At the extreme eastern corner of the north wall, here is a bulge 

reinforc d by a buttre : Thi encompasse the rood-stair still totally intact, with its 

four-centred doorwa' on the inside. Further wes~ there are two identical two-light 

windo : each et withjn a four-centred arch, with cinquefoil cusped main hght . 

Oppo ite the south doorway there i a blocked uorth doorway: continuou concave 

chamfer, but no hood-mould. 

Looking at the we t wall, some plaster removed on the north ide of the tower 

arch h revealed a narrow vertical break between na e and tower; however, the masonry 

either ide of t e br~ak i identical in appearance (PI. CLXXXVI). The roof i a very 

plain 19th c ntury affair, with fve principal rafter reinforced with iron tie-burs. looking 

at the e t face of the tower from the outside, the old roof-line i clearly marked: it was 

teeper and m 2m higher than the present roof. 

W~ Tower. The turdy tower has at i we tern cornet , diagonal buttre e with three 

set-off . A b frieze continue around the tower, including the polygonal tair-turret! 

at th . uth-e t c rner. A four-centred arch lead into the tairway on the inside. The 

tower arch i quite tall, and take up the full width of the tower. Its jambs are plain, ju t 

a imple chamfer, and the double hoilow-chamfered arch rise from polygonal corbel ; 

the latter have blank hiel carved on them. 

The we t wall at thi tage ha; two openings: a dooi surmounted by a window. 
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The door h continuou mouldings and i set within a egmental rear arch. Above it, the 

two-light window h drop-tracery (four upper ligh ) et within a four-centred head. 

Both the door arch and the window arch are urrnounted hy a decorative relieving arch 

of alternating brick aod knapped flint. On th outside, a tone tnngcourse with concave 

moulding eparate thi level from the first floor. Above the tring cour e there i a 

quare und hole (except on the :a t ide); each ound hole i divided into four 

square , each containing a cu ped quatrefoil (PI. CLXXXVII). Above this leve! are the 

belfry openin . Much of the tracery has gone from north and outh window ; tho e that 

remain are two-light with a • ped oculus. There is little in the way of a parapet, but the 

tower i capped with a coup ... f course of brick. 

South Pon:.h. The porch i of .nt with plain limestone quoins. East and we t walls are 

pierced by a ingl n t ll cu ped window. The doorway consi ts of a double 

hollow-chamfered ar~· · pringing from mall polygonal corbels; the corbels are decorated 

with a single shield in the manner of the tower arch. A masonry bench line east and 

we t wall. 

Interpretation and D tlng 

The equence i fairly imple. Chancel and nave are late 13th or early 14th century 

(intersecting tracery of chancel east window, Y-tracery in nave . outh wall); the north wall 

of the nave was rebuilt in the 15th century, when the we t to~er wru added; to this phase 

also belong the windows in the chancel nortb and outh wall . The porch al o belongs 

to thi latter phase, although it was rebuilt in 1896 (according to a br~ plaque inside). 

The nave w re-roofed in 1854 (Bryant, 1900, 33,. 

Causes pf Abandonment 

Dunton i a mall and ~parsely inhabited parish. The increasing cale of farm 

mechani ation in the area h led to a drastic fall in local employment, and con quent 

reduction in population. The church was declared Redundant and leased to the orfolk 

Churche Tru '· in 1978. 

hurch Contents 

The altar area of the chancel has a black-and-white marble floor arranged around a 

ledger lab of 1847, (no doubt the date of thi paving). The re t of the chancel has tone 
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paving. pamm nt and large ledger lab (dating to 1638, 1757, 1764, 1781, 1 02, 1 0', 

1814, 1834). The re t of the church has a pamrnent floor, apart from the wooden 

framework on which the pew tand. The plain quare font tand on an octagonal stem, 

but it does not eem to bl! of great antiquity. There i a pillar pi cina in the chancel. 

There are a few wall monuments. In the chancel: on the north waJI, white marble with 

carved word, 1857 (by Patte on, Manche ter); on the outh wall, marble wi h carved 

hield, 1834 (by Smith, Fakenham). In the nave: small bras plaque, 1896; 1914-18 war 

plaque. 

There i ome intere ting 19th century stained glass. In the chancel: east window, 

1863: 'I was naked and ye clothed me, I was an hungered and ye gave me rneat.' (given 

by the guardians of Wal ingham Union); window in north wall, 1882: 'she is not dead but 

Jeepeth'. Nave: outh wall, peacoc ard geometric de igns; north \\<all, east window, 

Gabriel with Mary and Elizabeth, 1896 (PI. CLXXXVIII). Perhap the mo t unu ual 

feature i the complete wooden rood left (erected in 1910), with ten carved figure , and 

a creen below. Other wooden fittings include a modern altar table, pine benche and 

book-re ts in the chancel, 6 plain benches in the nave (probably from the 1859 

re- eating), a wooden chair and dres er, and 2 lecterns (one revolving); an odd feature 

i that these lecterns are both et on octagonal tone cro ·-base , of unknown origin. The 

wooden outh door is medieval, with iron tud . In the tower is a ingle wall, dated 1794. 

The church has electric lighting, but no heating. 

Condition 

The church i in generally ound condition. The interior has been cleared up admirably; 

the nave outh wall ho igns of damp. On the outside, wall and roof are fairly clean; 

mo t of the rainwater goods are in reasonable condition, although there i a rather odd 

iron downpipe emptying into a water-tank at the nave outh-east corner. A concrete gully 

urround tl1e church. 

Churchyard 

The churchyard forms a r.ompact r .ctangle around the church. The eastern boundary, 

which flan the road, h a well-built flint wall capped with brick (1896); the remaining 

boundarie are formed by hedgerow. Two large Scot!; Pine tand at the north-we t 

corner, and a large oak tree tand near the gate in the east boundary wall. Many 19th 
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century head tone are in pla .. e · ome have been pulled up and placed in pile n ... ar the 

church. There i an unu ual large oct:.tgonal tone outh of the porch. 

Archaeological and bitectural Asse ment 

St Peter' at Dunton i modest and typical of many in the county: a church with a late 

13th century core, 15th century additions, and 19th century renovations. It is in a good 

state of pre ervation. Aerial photographs taken in 1977 show hou e platforrru etc., o 

west and outh-we t of the churchyard - presumably belonging to the larger medieval 

village of Dunton. 

Further Reference 

Blomefield, 1805-10, VU, 86 

Bryant, 1900, 33 

Cox, 1911, 1, 79 
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Plate CLXXXIII. Dunton, St Peter, fmm outh-east 
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Plate CLXXXIV. Dunton, St Peter, from south-east 
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Plate CLXXXV. Dunto~ St Peter, from north-west 
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Plate CLXXXVI. Dunton, St Peter, interior looking west 
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Plate CLXXXVII. Dunton, St Peter, tower from we t 
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Plate CLXXXVIII. Dunton, St Peter, interior looking east 

2 : 84 



12. Fel 11, t Nichol 

ldtntifi aJion TL 7123 9. County no. 4939. D'oce e: Ely. Archdeaconry: Wi bech. 

/Nan ry: Feltwell. Parish: Feltwell. Statu.s: pari h church, now redundant. Date last in 

regular use: 1976. Ownership and Access: Redundant Churche Fund. 

Location and t na 

Feltwell i a ·nage on th~ Fen margin in the outh-we t corner of the county. The 

paci u and attractive pari h church of St Mary stand in the middle of the village. 

Another church, dedicated to St Nichota , tands at the north-we. t corner of the village, 

by the road from Methwold. Apart from its notably ab ent chancel, and collapsed we t 

tower, thi church i an excellent condition, and is urrounded by an immaculate 

churchyard. 

Architect ral De ription 

The church consi ~ of nave, north and outh aisles, outh porch, and partly collap ed 

wet tower. 

Clltllta!l. The chancel was demolished in 1861. Its site was cleared and Jevelled, and slab 

laid over the foundations, in 1980. The east wall of the nave is a blocking of reu ed 

pi~ce of lime. tone, brown conglomerate and brick. It i pierced by a three-light drop­

traceried window with four-centred head and hood-mould (main text, Pls. LIX, LX). 

Nr;we. The lack of chancel gives the three-bay nave a stun ed appearance. The piers of 

the south arcade are keeled quatrefoils in plan, with simple tepped base set on square 

plinth (except the we tern pier wh1ch has a water-holding base). The moulded, keeled 

capital upport double-chamfered arches (main text, PI. XXVIII). On the north ide, 

square plin h :,.Jpport octagonal base and polygonal quatrefoil piers (each haft being 

a half-octagon (PI. CI..XXXIX). Again, the arche are double-chamfered. It appears that 

all the arche and mo t of the pier have been rebuilt. Ob erving the north arcade, the 

re pond at either end are made of pale buff Bamack stone, as are bases and lowe t 

course of the free tanding piers; the rest of the piers, capitals and arche are made of 

soft chalky lime tone, ~moother and le weathered than the Barnack tone. Whilst the 

chalky lime tone ha a moother, le weathered appearance, it i nevertheless very oft, 

and bits have broken away in place (e.g. capital mouldings). 
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Above every arch of both arcade is a clere torey window. Eac window is two-. 

light. with cusped ogee main lights and drop-tracery set within a four-eentred arch and 

hood-mouJd. The south clerestorey is stunningly unusual on the o tside. The wall is 

neatly faced with dark flint; the clerestorey window arches are built of alternating brick 

and flint. Flanking each window is a square Oushwork pane~ six altogether. Moving from 

east to we t: the first is filled with chequerboard flushwork surmounted by an iron 

bracket for a sanctus bell. The next two contain the crowned initials of a donor, Thomas 

Deye (large capital T and capital D). The fourth panel contains the name John (o:­

lohicd?). Do, with a large capital D; the fifth has a large letter S, with crown above. The 

last panel has a shallow round-headed niche containing two tlushwork quatrefoils (main 

text, PI. XXXVI). The neat appearance of the masonry of this clerestorey suggests it is 

a nineteenth century restoration, although the panels are medieval. The no h clerestorey 

is plain, mainJy of coursed flint, but the middle section has been rebuilt in brick. On the 

inside the window arches are surrounded by slightly protruding quoining (probably made 

of brick, but now completely plastered). The impression is that the clerestoreys have 

been largely rebuilt, like the arcades below them (Pl. CXC). 

At the extreme east end of the nave north wall, next to the blocked chancel wall, 

an octagonal shaft can be seen recessed into the wall. No doubt it was discovered during 

the demolition of the chancel. Its chevron decoration indicates a Norman origin, no 

doubt a nook shaft belonging to a former chancel arch (PL CXCI). 

South AUk. The walls of the south aisle are a mixture of materials, mainly flint but 

including pieces of limestone and brown conglomerate. The east wall is noticeably 

neater, mainly of regularly coursed flint. It is pierced by a segmental-beaded two-light 

Decorated window of nineteenth century workmanship, like all the aisle windows. A 

buttress with two set-offs, faced in limestone, continues the line of the east walJ to south. 

The south wall has a single two-light window, set within a segmental arch and hood­

mould, with Perpendicular style drop-tracery. There is a cusped piscina to east of this 

window on the inside. The SDl!th doorway has two plain chamfered orders and a hollow 

roll hood-mould, set within a (renewed) mitred rear-arch. At the scuth-west corner is a 

buttress identical to that at the other corner; the west window is of the same type as that 

in the south wall. 

NOttla Air/e. Both end walls on the north aisle are a mixture of flint, limestone, 

conglomerate and brick. The two-light window in the east wall is very similar to the 
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clere torey wind with drop-tr cery and four-centred arcn, but no hood-mould. Corner 

buttre are like th of the uth ai le, but horter. The north wall, above a low 

plinth of flint, h been entirely rebuilt in brick; an inscription over the north door date 

thi work to 1830. Piercing the e tern part of the wall · a three-light wind w, 

Perpendicular in .. tyle, with drop-tracery, through-mulli ns and four-centred arch and 

ood-mould: quite close in type to th clere torcy windo ; the ame quoi11Jng effert 

which urround the clere torey windo i evident on the inside of thi window too. On 

the ou ide, ju t we t of tbi window, i a buttre with three set-off built of brick and 

flint, belonging to the 1830 re toration. The north doorway itself i medieval, with a 

pointed lime tone arch and hood-mould like the outh door; it has been set within a 

round-headed rear-arch. The north aisle west wall has a two-light window within a 

segmental arch, no hood-mould, and is identical to the outh aisle east window. 

Porch. The Tudor . outh porch i built entirely of brick (PI. CXCV). East and west wall 

each have a ingle window with square hood-mould, blocked. The outer corners have 

diagonal buttrc e . Moulded bricks form the continuous moulded orde of the four­

centred arch and hood-mould. Inside, brick benches line the ide walls. The olde t rood 

can be found in the porch; it has carved wooden pandrel (the remaining roof of the 

church are of no great antiquity). 

T~. The round we t tower bad an octagonal belfry tage until it "ollap ·ed in 1898 

(main text, PI. UX). The tower urvives to nave roof level on it eastern side, but the 

we tern half has collapsed to within 2m of the ground (PI. CXCU). The lower half of the 

tower i built of very large blocks of brown iron-bound conglomerate, with occasion 1 bits 

of lime tone and flint; the cour ing is reasonably clear, and the mortar joints very wide. 

Through the collapse of the tower, it is po ible to ee that the conglomerate blocks form 

a facing to a core of flint and chalk pieces. The upper part of the tower is faced in flint 

on the outside; there i a square opening high up in the east face, pre umably looking 

into the nave originally. 

Conglomerate masonry extend north and south of the tower by about l.Sm 

forming the original we t wall of the nave. On the inside, the large tower arch is round­

headed (PI. CXCIII). The quared lime tone jambs have distinctive diagonal tooling. On 

the nave ide there are two nook- hafts forming an outer order, with simple Attic base 

and cu hion capital (PI. CXCIV); the chamfered imposts support an arch with a thick 

roll moulding. A low lean-to roof make the pace inside the tower a little annexe to the 
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nave. 

laterpret tlo d D t 1 

The old t part of the church fabric i twelfth century Norman work. Thi can be found 

in the we t tower, with its plendid tower arch. The conglomerate of the tower i 

continued &long the west wall of the nave, showing the Norman nave to have been the 

same width as the present one. It was also the same length, as wown by the presence of 

a Norman haft at the end of the north arcade. 

This nave was extended to south in the early thirteenth century by the aisle with 

its three bay arcade. The north arcade date to the fifteenth century. Blomefield re rds 

how the church wru repaired and partly rebuilt in 1494 after a fire (Blomefield, 1805, 11, 

194) but he ems to be mistaking St Nicbolas's with St Mary's. This i a pity, since the 

splendid clere torey of St Nicholas's would accord well with such a date. The porch i 

Tudor of the early sixteenth century. 

Extraordinary restorations took place in the nineteenth century. There i no 

record of when the arcades, and much of the piers and clerestoreys, were rebuilt, but thi 

must have taken place in 1830. In that year, new roofs were built because the old lead 

one were in such a bad state, and the north wall of the aisle was rebuilt (NRO, FCB/6, 

10, 148); this programme must have invol·.'ed much more, since the window in the aisle 

north wall has been constructed in identical fashion to the clerestorey \\'indows. Further 

change took place in 1861, when the chancel and vestry were demolished ( RO, FCB/7, 

11, 328). 

The final truncation of the church took place in 1898, when the tower split and 

collapsed. It may be significant that the tower was being repaired at the time, but 

fortunately the workmen were having their breakfast AJ. Orange relates bowS year-old 

Bert WHlingham received a good biding on account of this collapse. Young Bert was 

collecting milk fat his uncle; while passing near the church the roar of the collapsing 

tower caused him to drop the can of milk and run home. His excuse for returning with 

neither can nor milk, that he had been frightened by the church falling down, was not 

received well, and he was punished for telling lies. (Orange, 1970, 1, 13). The remaining 

fragment of octagonal belfry was later removed. 
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Caasa or A.budoiUHDt 

feltwell i a village big enou".h to u ~ ... .., a :.ingle parish church, but two churches are 

more than. is required in terms of congregation and upkeep. St Mary's is the larger and 

more central of the two, and has therefore been kept in use at the expense of 

St Nicholas' . The two parishes were consolidated in 1805. ln 1861, it was decided to 

enlarge St Mary's and remove the chancel of St Nicholac;'s; St Nicholas's was to continue 

as a mortuary chapel (NRO, FCB/7, 11, 328). The church was finally vested in the 

Redundant Churches Fund in 1976. 

Chun:b Contents 

Metal: a large oi!-lamp chandelier hangs in the middle of the nave. Organ at end of nonh 

aisle. Three bell-tongues, restored, have been hung on the west wall. 

Stone: at the end of the north aisle is a large medieval stone sarcophagus with tloriate 

cross, found 1830 when the north aisle was rebuilt. Also in the north aisle is a 

gravestone, found recently at the south-east corner of the chancel is a slab of pinkish­

grey Sussex m rble removed from the porch where it was used until recently as a step, 

but possibly formerly a tomb slab or altar slab. The octagonal stone font is modem. The 

floors are of black and red tiling throughout. 

Wood: there are plain late nineteenth. century benches in the nave. The altar table 

retains its coverings and fittings. The reading desk with poppy-beads next to the altar 

appears to be medieval. Altar, pulpit and chancel rails are all nineteenth century. The 

wooden south door is old. 

The bible on the table at the back dates to 1718. 

Condition 

The church is in very good condition. Roofs, windows, rainwater goods, are all sound. 

Cbun:byard 

The churchyard is very well maintained. The grass is kept fairly low. The path to the 

south porch is kept dear, and lined by a floral border. The whole churchyard is 

surrounded by a flint wall. Many ninete-enth and entieth century headstones are visible. 

In 1980, the site of the former chancel was cleared and levelled, with slabs laid over the 

line of the foundations; the area has been made into a garden, and a seat provided. East 

2 : 3,... 



of the church, ven keletons were discovered sticking o t from ~neath a robbed 

building underneath the churchyard wall. 

Me loatcaJ d A«hl ectunl Assas1neat 

The church i in e nee Norman. with additional thirt enth and fifteenth century aisle . 

The chancel foundations are outlined in tone, but no doubt evidence for an earlier 

Norman chancel lie below ground. The architectural authenticity of the church h been 

marred to M>me degree by rather drastic nineteenth century restoration. However, the 

urvival of the flu hwork donor panel in the south clere torey is fortunate, since they are 

unique. 

Furt r Refereaces 

Blomefield, 1805, 11. 194 

Cox, 1911, 2, 60 

Mortlock and Roberts, 1985b, 42 

Orange, 1970, 1, 13 

Pevsner, 1962b, 159 
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Plate CLXXXJX. FeltweU, St Nicbolas, pier, north arcade 
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Plate CXC. FeltweU, St Nicholas, north arcade 
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Plat~ CXCI. Feltwel~ St Nicholas, north arcade east end 
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Plate CXCll. Feltwell, St Nicholas, from south-west 
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Plate CXCUI. Feltwell, St Nicholas, tower arch, looking west 
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Plate CXCIV. Feltwell, St Nicholas, tower arch north respond 
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Plate CXCV. Feltwell, St Nicholas, south side from south-west 
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13. Forncett, t Mary 

Identification TM 1662 <13H3. County no. 10075. Dioce e: 1 orwich. A hdeuw/11)': 'orloik. 

Deanery: Depwad . Parisll: Forncett St Mary with St Peter. Status: pari h church, now 

di u ed. Date last in regular use: 1 79. Ownership and Ace u : Dio e of orwich. 

Locati n nd ttin 

Th village of orncett i ·ituat"'d about 3km we t of Long Str· tton. Its two churche and 

many of it hou: ' flank it main north- outh treet ju. t we t of the River as. Both 

church are et back a little on the e t ide of the treet. St Peter'. ha a more op n 

~ p et and there are lightly more hou e in it vicinity. St Mary' 1 km to north, i. rather 

hidd n away in a le. developed par of the village. A broken gate lead. into an 

overgrown churchyard. A dtlapidated porch and numerou broken window complete the 

•,ad pi turc. 

Architectural De ·ription 

Th church con. i. ts of chancel, ·outh ve try, nave, north porch and we t tower. Building 

material. are principally cour ed flint with lime tone dre in~. with peg-til r ofing. 

Chancel. A thorough 1 th century re toration has re ulted in mo t wall being refaced. 

Th a~t wall ha~ diagonal buttre · ·e with two et-off . The four-light eaM window has 

tracery in Geometrical tyle with ogee main light , and a rear-arch with angle haft~ and 

capital.. The p inted arch head i turned in alternating lim stone, til and flint. Th 

gabl i capped with lime tone c ping and urrnounted b a gable cro ·. A chamfered 

plinth and tringcour e at ill level continue round north and . outh wall . 

The outh wall i pierced by a two-light window, Decorated in tyle, with arch 

turned in flint, tile and lime tone. There i a mall quare tone pi cina on the in id . 

The re. t of the out ide wall i ob cured by the ve try, but on the in ide there i. a flat 

o-centred arch to hou. e the organ with two lancet above. 

The north wall has a two-light window echoing that to ·outh. Further we t th re 

a buttre. with two et-off: (which i not enveloped by the tringcou, e), followed by 

a mall lancet. Moulded corbel define the eave . 

In ide, the 19th century arch-bracr.d roof i upporte on either ide by four 

carved corbel with poli hed ·haft and capitals. The chanc I arch (with h J-mould 
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bove) i imilarly upported by blue-grey marble haft with foliate capital . 

Vatry. The outh ve try i part of the ·me 19th century campaign. It hru cl mall 

diagonal buttre !lt the corner, and a two-light e t window with chimney abov : a littl 

fireplac ne tie within the uth-east corner. The uth wall i pierced by two lane L, 

and the we. t wall h a doorway with continuou chamfer. The doorway from v try to 

chancel i d corated with nailhead motif. 

Naw!. The tlint m onry of the uth wall contains ome herringb n work. Th wall i. 

pierced by two wind w . The easterly one L of two light with drop-tracery ·et within a 

depre d two-centred arch and hood-mould; the lower jamb. hav been partly 

de troyed. The other window i in even worse condition, with no tracery and mo~t of th 

jam gone. Between the two there i a blocked pointed window. The south doorway lw 

chamfered jamb and moulded four-centred head. 

The two windows in the north wall are of identical de ign but are in better 

condition. The north door i the ame as the uth, and at o has a mall holy water toup 

with four-centred head. The ooden door has linenfold panelling. The masonry i of flint 

in clear, wtde course . All the quoins are of medium- ized lime. tone blocks. 

The roof i scissor-braced, of 19th century workman hip. 

PiXCh. The roofing material have gone from the north porch, leaving the timber to rot. 

The windowle ide walls (flint with a little brick) have lime tone quoin at the corner . . 

The porch arch i double-chamfered with hood-mould, and the arch head i turned in 

flint and medievaJ brick. 

TOM!t'. The alternation of dark cut flint and pebbJe.o give· the tower a peck led 

appearance. Quoin are plain lime. tone. At ground tor y level, the tower arch ha 

imple chamfered jambs and a four-centred arch with ~ ur chamfe . The YJP t window 

three-light with rop-tracery. 

The econd torey hru a window opening into the roof- pace on the ea t face of 

the tower, and a mall cu ped window (with hood) on the we t face. The belfry ·tag i 

raised above a concave tringcourse. Each face is pierced by a two-light window (ogee 

main lights) with four-centred head. A concave tringcou separate thi . tage from the 

fine crenellated parapet with flu hwork panel to north and we t. 

Interpretation ud DatiDI 

Along with St Peter' , a church tood here at the time of Dome day.The m onry of the 
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nave, with wide courses, i typical of the 11th and 12th ceuturie ; but there are no 

surviving feature. of thi period, such as windcw openings. The Perpendicular window 

of the nave may be contemporary with the constn.action of the tower, for which we have 

better evidence: a beque t for the construe;tion of the tower in 1432 (Cattermole and 

Cotton, 1983, 247). The porch must have been added at about the ame time. A very 

thorough re tora!ion took place in 1869, whicb appears to have involved the total 

recon truction of the nave, as well as the addition of a vestry. 

Causes or Abandonment 

Forncett remains rather a mall village for the po ses ion of two p~rish churche!). St 

Mary' , only lkm north of St Peter' , is the smaller of the two, and stands at the le~s 

accessible end of the village. Nevertheless, it seems that •.he church has been ailowed to 

dilapidate to an unnecessary degree over the past decade. lt was last used in 197Y. 

Church Contents 

Ceramic: nave and chancel paved with 19th century red and black tiles. 

Metal: iron fireplace, heating grille down nave, chancel rails. 

Stone: 19th century font; tomb slab, chancel, Mary Dix (d.1808); slab in porch. 

Wood: plain altar table; 2 choir benches, a few chairs. 

Whereabouts or Content~ 

Choir taUs at North Wootton. 

Jacobean pulpit and chancel rails in Diocesan store. 

Organ illegally removed. 

Condition 

Very neglected: no roof on porch, some roofmg tiles fallen from chancel and nave. Mo t 

of leaded window glass mashed (partly replaced by per pex sheet ). Gutter. rusty and 

missing in place . Tracery and window jambs vandalised in places especially on the outh 

5ide. Ivy gaining hold on south side of tower. 

Cllarchyard 

A imHar story of neglect: overgrown witn bramble • variou saplings, broken gate. Some 
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grave tended (late t 1 ). Hedge boundarie . 

Arc aeo 

Thi · one of two Domesday cburche · in the village. The fabric of the nave goe~ back 

to the llt or 12th centurie • with the tower added in the 15th century and the chancel 

rebuilt in 1869. lt i greatly to be regretted that it has uffered uch recent neglect. 

Fun r Rereren 

Blomefield, i805-10, V. 230. 

Cattermole and Cotton, 1983, 247. 

Cautley, 1949, 198. 

Cox. 1911, 2, 81. 

Me nt~ l936, 85. 

Pev n.er, 1%2b. 1<>1. 
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14. Frenze, St Andrew 

ldDuification TM 1352 8043. CounJy no. 11006. Diocese: Norwich. Archdeaconty: Norfolk. 

Deanery: Red~nhall. Parish: Frenze. Status: parish church, now Redundant. Datt last in 

resuJar use: 1 f/76. Ownership and Acce.u: leased by diocese to Norfolk Churche Trust. 

Locatio and Settlna 

There is no viiJage at Frenze. The small parish comprise a hall, a church, a few farms 

and a thin scattering of house . Both hall and church together can be found off a by-road 

north of the Di -Scolc road, at the end of a mettalled track leading to Frenze Hall. 

The church, within its churchyard, stands next o cowsheds and a large barn. 

Arcllitectural Description 

The church consi ts of chancel and nave in one, and south porch. 

CltiJitalllltd Nave. Internally, St Andrew's, claimed to be the malle t parish church in 

Norfolk, i a plain rectangle. There is no architectural distinction between chancel and 

nave. (PI. CXCVI). The east wall, constructed of coursed flint, has two low external 

set-off capped in chamfered brick. At the eastern corners are heavy diagonal buttresse 

made of flint with limestone dre ings. The east wall i pierced by a three-light 

Decorated window with reticulated tracery (Pl. CXCVD). 

Th south wall has merely two windows: to east, a plain lancet, slightly further 

west two-light window with cusped Y -tracery. A plump buttress separates the two. 

There is a slimmer buttre · further west. Near the we t end i the south doorway, a 

pointed arch with continuous double chamfer, set within a segmental pointed rear arch. 

The north wall precisely echoes that to south; the only perceptible difference being that 

the two-Light window has a reticulated head. The west wall has diagonal buttresses at the 

corne~. Whilst the masonry is of coursed flint, the putlog-hole are lined with brick, and 

a certain amount of brick is dispersed throughout the gable wall. The wall i~ pierced by 

a two-light cusped window {tracery romparatively recent). The roof is mostly 

3ciW>r-braced; but towards the west end there are two massive tie-beams. The western 

tie-beam p.·oject through the wall, and is pegged on the outside. The function of these 

beams is undoubtedly to stabilise the walls and oof to take the weight of the bell-cote 

above. The latter is quite pretty, with cusped ogee arche above the wooden louvres. The 
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lower part · leaded, and the whole is capped with a tiled pyramidal roof and 

weathercock.. The re t of the roof i tiled too, and the east end has a mall gable cro . 

• ~ potda. lbi i built of brick, ve the south wall which i faced in flint. Darker 

bricks are used to create lozenge and er motifs in the east and we t walls. These latter 

are each pierced by a two-light window set within a four-centred arch. Inside, the nave 

south doorw y has three statue niche set abov~ it. The porch has diagonal buttresse at 

the corners. I outer doorway has half-column responds polygonal capitals and a 

triple-chamfered arch. Uke the nave, the roof is tiled. 

I terpretation d Datlaa 

In architectural terms, the churr.h has uffered some unfortunate depredations. It has, 

in e 11ce, a medieval core of the 13th and 14th centurie (windows, doorways), to which 

a pleasant Tudor porch has been added. It was, however, a larger church originally, and 

has been truncated on one or possibly two, occasions. It is clear that the chancel has 

been hortened. Tom Martin's drawing (mid 18th century) sho~ -. church which 

extended 3m or so further east, with another two-light window and a buttre east of the 

(still extant) lancet window. In 1827, a Faculty was granted to remove 14 feet of the 

chancel, because it was in bad repair, and rebuild the east wall (N.R.O., FCB/6, 10, 101); 

they may have retained the old east window. There is also the possibility that the church 

has been hortened o the west. The presence of brick in the gable, and use of brick to 

line put-log hole make the west wall tlifferent in construction to the rest of the church; 

also, there is an awkward •blocking' t the south-west corner: just a hint that the church 

may have continued further we t, or had a west tower. If so, it must hav~ ~en removed 

be"Jre M -nin' drawing, perhaps as early a4i the late 15th century when the porch was 

ilt. The bel inside the bell-cote date to 1707, which may be when the lat.ter was 

cot.., ructed. There was an important restoration in 1901, when the church was re-roofed 

(Co~ 1911, 2, 188). 

Causes of Abandonment 

The pari h i mall and thinly populated; Thelveton church and Scole church are only 

2km away, as i Di with ~eral churches. St Andrews was closed in 1976 through lack 

of people to attend it. There are occasional services now organised by the Norfolk 

Churches Trust. 
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Cla•rda Con ts 

Much of the floor area i filled with tomb slabs and brasse ; elsewhere. the flooring i 

herrin bone brickwor~ ve the easternmost 1.5m of the church; th ' has a step and the 

raised flooring consi ts of red, cream and black Victorian tiling (interspersed with large 

marble labs containin brasse ). The brasse in this raised area are ~ llo : to south. 

tomb lab to M aria Blenerhaysett ( d.1587). four br hields, two heraldic plaques, and 

an inscription; in the centre. brass to Radulphus Blenerhaysett (d.l475), in pia e armour, 

feet on a lion. to north. brass of Anne Duke (d.155t). her hu band's brass reaved. 

Further br • have been re-set in the east wall: Sir Thomas Blenerhaysett (d. 1531), 

inscription only ( uperb enamelled brass depicting Sir Thomas was in the church, and 

illustrated by Cotman in 1816; by 1864 it had gone, although it was said to have been 

seen in a curio hop in Germany in the 1920s); also a brass inscription to Dame 

Margaret Rlenerhaysett (d.1561), and another to Thoma in Platers (d.l560) 

(Pls. CXCVIII. CXCIX; main text PI. XUVa). 

In front of the altar step, there is the brass effigy of John Blenerhaysett (d.l510) 

in plate armour. (Pl. CC); (two of the urrounding four shields have gone); with next to 

it. the brass effigy of Jane Btenerhaysett (d.l521) (Pl. CCI). Next to the pulpit, there i 

the . m~ll brass to 1homas Hobson (in a shroud). Further west. near the north door, is 

the brass effigy of Johanna Braham (d.1519). Around the font. there are four tomb slabs, 

two having indents. In the porch there are two medieval stone tomb lids. trapezoidal in 

hape. with carved crosse (largrly erased) (PI. CCII; main text PI. XUVb). The church 

also contains ledger slabs to Richard Nixon (d.1666) Richard his son {d.l678), William 

Cooper (d.1693) and William Smith (d.l795). There are altogether three lost effigies: to 

George Duke and to William Platers (gone by the 18th century), and to Sir Thomas 

Blenerhaysett ( tolen between 1816 and 1864). 

The font is especially fascinating. It i octagonal, with a reeded ystem, and each 

of the eight face of the bowl i carved with a different type of tracery, all of them 

current in the first half of the 14th century: ~o-Ught intersecting; Y-tracery; two-light 

reticulated with cu ping; two-light with mouchettes; three-ligh reticulated; two-light with 

'petal' motif; three lancets set within an arch. ill other words, the font displar.. a 

repertory of tracery types available to a builder in the Decorated period (PI. CCUI). 

There is a very fine early 17th century pulpit and tester, carved with shallow incised 

decoration. In the same style is the family pew, with blind arche and shallow carving like 
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the pulpit. pi a little balustrade round the top. Next to the pulpit there i a medieval 

bench-end (carved with a monkey), and a modern copy on the other side. The adjacent 

reading de Jc also make use of a poppy-bead bench-end. At the we t end of the church 

there arc three 17th-century benche (PI. CCIV). Other fittings consi t of an altar table 

with Purbeck marble lab on tvp (found in floor when church Wa3 re tored), plain 19th 

century altar rail and lectern, two 19th century chair , four iron candlebolders, and a 

f ded panel of Royal Arms (PI. C V). 

Condltioa 

The church i being maintained in an excellent condition throughout. The south wall 

doe lean somewhat. but is well buttressed. 

Chufthyard 

The churchyard forms a rectangle around the church. It is completely fenced round (iron 

fence with brick piers to west. wooden fence elsewhere, gate at south-we. t corner). The 

grass is kept reasonably low, and there are some fairly recent graves (latest 1978). 

Arc aeoloakaJ ud Architectural As llleDt 

Architecturally, the church is a very modest structure of the 13th and 14th tenturies, with 

Tudor porch. It was certainly longer to east originally, and may also have been longer 

to we t too. The main interest lie in the exceptional quantity (and quality) of its Late 

Medieval and Tudor brasses: six effigies, and many inscriptions. The family pew and 

pulpit give a Jacobean feel to the interior. 

Farther References 

Blomefield, 1805-10, I, 140 

Bryant. 1915, 152 

Cox, 1911, 2, 188 

Pevsner, 1962b, 165 
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Plate CXCVI. Frenze, St Andrew, from south 
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Plate CXCVIJ. Frenze, St Andrew, (interior) looking east 
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Plate CXCVlll. Frenze, St Andrew, brass of Anne Duke (d.1551). BB76/5678 copyright Royal 

Commission on Historical Monuments (England) 
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Plate CXCIX. Frenze, St Andrew, brass of Sir Thomas Blenerhay ett (d.l531) by C'Atman 

(1816), now mis ing 
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P!ate CC. Frenze, St Andrew, brass of John Blenerhaysett (d.1510) by Cotman (1815) 
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Plate CCI. Frenze, St Andrew, brass of Jane 8lenerhay tt (d.1521) 8876/5676 copyright 
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Plate CCII. renze, St Andrew, brass of Johann Sraham (d.1519) BB76/5674 copyright Royal 

Commi ion on Historical Monuments (England) 
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Plate CCIIJ. Freoze St Andrew, fon~ 8876/ 666 copyright RoyaJ Commission on Historical 

Monuments (England) 
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Plate CCIV. Frenze, St Andrew, pulpit 
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Plate CCV. Frenze, St Alldrew, royal arms. BB76/ 5686 copyright Royal Commi ion on 

~toricaJ Monum nts (England) 2: D? 



15. Gunton, t And 

Identification G 2290 3413. County no. 6819. Diocese: Norwich. Archdeaconry: orwkh. 

Deanery: Repp . Parish: Gunton. Status: pari h church, r.ow Redundant. Date last in 

regular use: 1976. Ownership and Access: Redundant Churche Fund. 

Location and Settin 

e ~ettL ~ of Gunthorpe church i one of the most memorable in the county: an 18th 

. ·r pa .'ith Hall ~~ke and woodland. The portico of the church was de ·ign d to 

~ . lm the Hall, where it has the appearance of an Antique temple in a ylvan 

setting (PI. C VI). Gunton Park is only Skm outh of Cromer, ar.d the church can b 

approached by entering the park (take the Suffield road off the A 140), fetching th key 

from the lodge, passing by the lake, kirting the Hall (now divided into apartment ) and 

reaching a wood. A woodland track lead to the church. 

Arcbitec,ural De ription 

There i no architectural di tinction between chancel and nave; both are contained within 

the same rectangular pace in the 18th century fashion. At the we t end there i a 

gallery, preced~:d by a circu!ar narthex with quare vestry to north and tair-well to outh. 

The whole is fronted by a giant Tu eau portico. It i constructed almo t entirely of pale, 

buff brick, rendered in parts. Stone i paringly used. 

Extt:ri«. The plinth course i of carefully quared stone. l.Sm from the ground there i 

a tringcourse, above which are a row of large niche : three blind window in th e<c t 

wall, a row of follr coved niche along either ide wall (main text PI. XXXIX). A hrid. 

tringcourse divide thi level from the clerestory, which i pierced by four rectangular 

window in north and outh wall (all except the westernmo t cut into the tringcour ), 

echoed by three blind window in the east wall. Above this the moulded brick 

entablature continue round all four ir.le of the church, inter per ed with mall . ton 

paterae. The east end i capped by a plain pediment in moulded brick, pierced by a 

mall circular window. 

The we ! front i more grandio e (main text PI. XXXVIII). It compri a porti o 

with four giant Tuscan columns at the front, two at the ide. all rendered. The p diment 

i like that on the east ide, but without an opening. The portico i. rai ed on three . tep .. 
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A pur wall on either ide, surmounted by an urn, divide the churchyard from the 

entrance to the church. 

Inside the portico, the rendered west wall of the church is pierced by a doo.rway 

(plain moulded jamb and large consoles) and a window on either ide (leaded). There 

are blind panels above. 

lllkrior. Architecturally, the chancel/nave is a box- but a magnificent one (main text PI. 

XL). Three large window in either side wall flood the church with light; a rnaller fourth 

window lights the gallery. A delicate plaster frieze below window level unites the interior, 

continuing round north, east and south walls and providing the base for the west gallery. 

lhe east wall i magnificently panelled in wood up to the frieze. Four flute(\ 

column with compo ite capital ~ , aJI in wood, apppear to upport the frieze. The two 

middle columns flank a painted altarpiece. Above the frieze, four plaster pilaster: divide 

the clerestory into a eries of panels. The e panel continue along either , ide wall; but 

below the frieze there is not such rich panelling, merely a wooden dado. lt is worth 

noticing that a small tep i all that separates nave from sanctuary. 

Like the east wall, the entrance to the church beneath the west gallery i · quite 

magnificent (main text PI. XU). Again, the effect is achieved through the quality of the 

wood carving. A superb panelled door is flanked by richly carved console and architrave 

urmounted by lusciou swags. Either side of the door a carved fluted pilaster with 

composite capital appears to support the frieze, neatly echoing the imilar treatment of 

the east wall. The gallery itself has a wooden fluted columnar balustrade, and is 

supported by brackets with hanging plaster roses. The organ occupies the central part of 

the gallery. 

Perhaps the mo t unifying aspect of the interior is the fine plaster ceiling. 

Although thi collapsed in 1976, it has been replaced by an accurate copy. A heavy 

cornice define the rectangular ground, wherein is placed an oval decorative band and 

a central circlet of feathers. Below the gallery there i a circular vestibule, which al o 

provide. acce to a rectangular ve try to north and a stairway to the gallery to outh. 

The ve tibule has a fine pia ter ceiling with a circlet of palm leave . 

Interpretation and Dating 

The medieval church of Gunton wa totally demolished and replaced by one designed 

by Robert Adam in 1769. It was built on the site of the old church (see below), with a 
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prominent port1co de igned to be seen from the Hall. 

Cau or Abandonment 

The population of Gunthorpe has been quite mall for centurie . In 1757 the pari h wa 

consolidated with Hanworth (NRO, FCB/2, 3, 78), and the church . oon fell into 

di repair. The Faculty of 1766 granted permi ion to rebuild the church ~inc it wa · 

'greatly out of repair' and th t 'you do intend to pull down and rebuild the ame in a 

ubstantial and hand me manner at your own cot and charge'. (NRO, B/3, 4, 19). 

It remained in effect Si chapel for the Harbord family and their raff at Gunton Hall 1 h 

church was declared Redundant in 1976 and ve ted in the Redundant Churche. Fund in 

1977. 

C urch Conte t 

Metal: bra cro and candle tick ; 3 br plaque to Suffield family; 4 iron candle 

hold r . 

Paint: altarpiece, c py of 16th century Ftorentine painting; Royal Arms, 1715; 5 

hatchment to the Harbord family. 

Stone: tiny marble font (on wooden tand); paving. black and green marble; tablet on 

south wall, Cecilia Suffield (d.1911); exterior, east wall, Alice de Grey (d.l665). 

Wood: family pe-w at we tend, with doors; plain benche , 19th century. 

Whereabouts or Contents 

Communion plate ( 1679 and 1TI5) and alms dish at Hanworth church. 

Condition 

Very und coodition. Ceiling replaced ince 1976. Some peeling paintwork. 

Churchyard 

The pur wall extending north and south from the portic define the we t rn limit of 

the churchyard, which urround the church on three ide . A brick wall mark the ea tern 

boun<lary, woodland north and outh There are many evergreen hrub , an ilex to nOith 

and large pine to east. The mo t recent burial i that of Dori Harbord ( d.l980). 
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Archaeoloakal nl 

A rai d mound e t C\f the church mar the ite of tt e chancel of the m dieval church. 

In di~ing the grave for Dori Harbord within thi area in 1 80, the gravedigg r 

encountered a length of walling about 1m long in an east-we t direction. 

The medieval church had a teeple and 3 hell in 1552 (Waiter , 1941, 278). 

Archaeological nd Architectural ment 

Writing about Gunton church, Wal!er Rye provide a reminder about how ubjective th 

as . ment of architecture can be: 'The old church was pulled d wn by the Harbord , 

who, 11 t sati fied with wrecking Thorp Market, built, imm diately adjoining th ir eat, 

a mau oleum-like edifice, which i unworthy of notice, and, I understand. contain no 

monuments.' (Rye, 1889, 301). Few today would agree with him. Gunton is an 

out tanding example of 18th century church de ign, combining a bold marshalling of 

c with the unifying control of interior detail . Robert Adam w' the 

o t tanding architect of hi generation, and Gun ton i of pecial inter , t as one of the 

vel)' few churche he de igned. The church i also of importance in term of it. 

contribution to the landscape of the park. It i clear that there are om ·urviving 

below-ground remains of the medieval church, e pecially east of the pre ent church. 

Further R~fere ces 

Blomefield, 1805-10, VIII, 122. 

Bryant, 1900. 104. 

Cox, 1911, 1, 171. 

Me ent, 1936, 96. 

Pevsner, 1962a, 157. 

Rye, 1889, .310. 

Waiter . : 1, 278. 
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Plate C VI. Gunton church by Ladbrooke (1832) 
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16. Hale , t Margaret 

ldentijicaJion TM 3835 9610. County no. 10523. Diocese: Norwich. An:luJ·•aconry: orfolk. 

Deanery: loddon. Parish : Hale . Status: pari h church, now Redu:1dant. Date last in 

regular use: 196 7. Ownership and Access: Redundant Churche Fund key available locally. 

Location and Setting 

The church i in an isolated location, 1.5km . outh of the pre nt village of Hale~. A 

mall road lead east off the A 146 Norwich-Beccle mad, and after 0.5km the churchyard 

is reached. The church of St Margaret i regarded as an 'exemplary' orman pari ·h 

churc , having been little altered since the 12th century (PI. CCVII). 

Arcbitectur J Description 

The church consi~ ts of chancel, nave and round we t tower. Chancel and nave aie 

thatched. 

Clulnal. The chancel terminate in an apse. The curve of the ap e is divided on the 

ou ide into five panel by lmt lime tone buttres e et on chamfered plinth ; ther ;, 

an angle roll on the lowe t 1.5m of the buttre e~. A chamfered tone tringcour e, 

carved with a ucce ~on of attire cro e , continue round the chancel, includ!ng the 

bU\tre e , at 2m from the ground. Above the tringcour e, and flanked by the buttres e. , 

each panel has a pair of blind arche (apart from the axial panel, which e1ther had thrt:e 

blind arche or a window flanked by blind arche ); the blind arche are round-headed, 

with roll-mouldings, and pring from chamfered impo t (PI. CCVIII); the central pillar 

of the pair i chamfered to re emble half an octagon. The arche are carefully made in 

limestone, whereas they enclose a fill of flint masonry like the re t of the chancel. 

Three windows have been inserted into this fabric: a Y -tracery axial wind w, and 

a lancet to north and outh in the last panels in the ap e. We t of the e panel , there is 

a much touter buttre , marking the pringing of the ap e. The blind arche continue for 

another panel we t of thi . then there i another lim buttre and a ·hort length of wall 

with no blind arche before the nave i · reached. 

Insid , there are little tatue niche either ide of the ea t window. The . ou h 

window has a ill edilia with . mall piscina bracket. On the north id there i a 

rectangular aumbry with wcoden helf. The chancel arch i double-chamtered, with no 
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re pond . The chancel ceiling i a emi-carcular barrel-vault (pre umably pia ter). 

Naw!. The nave has no buttre e or blind arcading to c mpete with the chancel. For th 

m t part it consist of plain expanse of flint masonry; the horizontal cour ing i. clearly 

delineated, and there are occasional piece of conglomerate and Roman brick. Each 

corner has lime tone quoin , given angle roll up to 1.5m from the ground. 

The outh wall has a Y -tracery window near its ea tend~ th window reveal i cut 

away toward the chancel arch (perhap to accommodate the mod). Slightly further we t, 

and only vi ible on the out ide, i the only urviving Norman window in the nave; it ha 

a mall round-headed opening (blocked with brick) flanked by a round haft on either 

ide upporting a cu hion capital, chamfered irnpo t and roll-and-quirk arch (PI. CCIX); 

trangely, the b e of the hafts appear to be inverted cu hion capital . The wind w 

opening has been extended downward at a later date. Halfway along the south wall i 

a much larger window, two-light with cu ped Y -tracery. 

Toward the we t end w arrive at the uperb Norman outh doorway (Pl. C X). 

It ha e entially three order (two round shafts and a jamb)~ the e tand on a rai. ed 

plinth with angle-roll . Round hafts and inner jamb are urmounted by cu hion capital , 

and a fourth capital, of attenuated cu hion form, ri e from a nook- haft which almo ·t 

forms a fourth order to the doorway. Including the ho d-mould. ther~· are ir. fact five 

order of arch decoration: the inner order i a imple roll and hollow moulding; "econdly, 

a dentil motif; thirdiy, chevron; fourthly, a large roll and hollow; lastly, a lozenge pattern. 

The rear arch of the doorway has a stilted emi-circu!ar head. 

The nave north wall has no trace of Norman window . By the chancel arch i the 

small four-centred doorway of the rood- tair; the stairs were lit by an external window, 

now blocked. There are two windows further west, a cu p~d lancet and a Y -tracery 

window et within a four-centred arch. Then we come to the north doorway - imilar to 

but even more magnificent than, its counterpart to outh. Thi time there i · no 

nook- hafting; the base are rai ed on inverted chamfered impo ts. There are two order 

of round shafts, each ri ing from ab e consisting of an inverted cu~hion capital (Main 

text, PI. XXV). Unlike the outh side, the capitals on the haft are ornately carved with 

volute and . callop motif , and with chip-carved tars; the latter continue either ide of 

the outer order. Above the chamfered impo t there are again fave decorative order. to 

the arch. The innermo t order consi ts of chevron; secondly, a row of chip-carved ·tar 

and zigzag; thirdly, an order of bobbin , urmounted by a row of tar patterns again; 
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fourthly, an order of eh vron; I tly, a further order of chip-cvrve<.l tar. , tudde with 

roundeol (17 in all). Above the apex of the arch there i a piece of wood and a few car. 

to ugge t the former pre ence of a porch. 

Tower. From the out ide, the round tower has a fill of ma onry where it join the west 

wall of the nave to mooth over the angle. On the in ide there i a round-headed tower 

arch with billet-decorated imposts. It i partly blocked by a mall doorway to the wooden 

tair. leading into the we t gallery. In ide the tower it i po :;ible to ee the two 'ba ket' 

window -one to north, one to outh, both blocked. bey were originally double-. played, 

uut the outer play ha been filled in. It i clear from the impre ion left in the ma onry 

that they were con tructed by placing two round wicker ba ket in the wall i4S it wa" 

being built, · a form of crude centring to leave a round, d0uble- played window. Toda. 

the ground floor of the tower hru; a ingle lancet window to we t, et within a 

four-centred arch. 

The tower ha four torey (PI. CCXI). At fir t-floor level, there is a narrow 

round-headed opening to north, we t and outh while to east there i a blockt:u 

triangular-headed doorway formerly communicating with the nave. At the next level , 

there i a lightly larger, nd pointed, window with plain chamfer, ag~1in to north, west 

and . outh. Perhap thi was the original belfry tage. 

The fourth torey i patched with brick. The ea t and we t faces each have two 

lancet window .lined in brick. To north there i a :;ingle opening, with cu ped ogee he ~uJ; 

while to outh there i no opening at all, although there i ample evidence of patching 

here. The low parapet has a chequerboard pattern of brick and flint. 

Interpretation and Dating 

It has been ugge ted (Kent, 1927, 187) that the round tower with its double-splayed 

window and triangular headed doorway i of Saxon workmanship. It i true that the 

tower di play little of the lavish u e of carved to.te found el ·ewhere in the church. But 

the idea that the e feature have been carefully grafted ont0 an earlier chur"'h L ab urd. 

The chancel and nave are clearly of one build, and can be c nfidently as igned to the 

cond q:Jarter of the 12th century. The tower i either contemp rary with thi ph· ~ e, or 

a ·lightly later addition to it. It i po 'ble that a morP- con ervative team of builder 

were contracted to build the tower; or it may be that f,md had dwindled by the time it 

can1e to con tructing the tower, ruling out the extravagant u e of carved tone. A third 
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po ibility is that the carved tone element came ready-made from the quarry or 

building yard without provi .. ion for a tower; thi would have to be provided, according 

to their own manner, by the builder on site; it may also explain or,e or two eccentric 

elements of the fabric, such as the poradic u ·e of angle rolls on the , alient angle~ of 

ome of the quoins. 

Additions to the fabric have been remarkably few: a north porch (PI. CXII), now 

gone, and po ibly the fourth torey of the tower. 

Cau es of Abandonment 

The church is stranded in a very isolated location, a full 1.5km away from the 

moderate- ized village of Hale . Regular services ceased in 1967. Hales and Heckingham 

were united in 1973, &.nd the latter continued in use as the parish church, being nearer 

the centre of population. Hales church was vested in the Redundant Churches Fund in 

1974. 

Church Contents 

Ceramic: brick flooring. 

Metal: bras conce; 2 iron candelabra. 

Paint: foliate croll, ea t window, 14th century; St Jame the Great, nave south-east 

window, 14th century; St Christopher, nave south wall, 15th century; 13th century foliate 

scroll above. 

Stone: octagonal font, 15th century, four lions at stem, angel heads upporting bowl, bowl 

with alternating panel!> of rose and angels bearing shields (PI. CCXIII); altar men a, 

marble; floor slabs: Petru Lawes (d.l722), Mary Lawes (d.1710), chancel; " 'lliarn 

Browne ( d.1834 ),ma ble trapezoid slab. nave. 

Wood: 1897 sanctuary chair, altar rails, harmonium, lectern. pulpit; 18th century we t 

gallery; 17th century font cover, with silhouette of head inside; medieval rood- creen, 

lower part only, 6 panels, red and green paint, one panel with cusped decoration. 

Wherabouts of Contents 

Bell, c. 1320, by Thomas de Lenne, now in King's Lynn Museum. 
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Condition 

The church i in very good condition. 

Churchy rd 

The churchyard i a little ov rgrown in p!ace. . 'ome grave till tended (late t 1982). 

Shrub at boundarie . Wooden gate on north ide. 

Archaeological and Architectural sment 

Hale church is one of the m t important 12th century chur<'he in the country owing 

to the quality of it carved decoration and the ab ence of eriou ub equent alteration 

to th fabric. 

Further R f1 rence 

Blomefield, 1805-10, VIII, 16. 

Cautley, 1949, 203. 

Cox, 1911, 2, 41. 

Kent, 1927, 187. 

Me ent, 1936, 98. 

Pev ner, 1962b, 183. 

RCF, 1983a. 

Taylor, 1965, 278. 
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Plate CCVII. Hale , St Margaret, from south-east 
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Plate CCVIII. Hales, St Margaret, chancel blind arcading 
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Plate CCIX. Hales. St Margaret, nave south wall window 
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Plate CCX. Hale , St Margaret, south doorway by Cotman (1817) 
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Plate CCXI. Hales, St Margaret, tower from south-west 
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Plate CCXII. Hales, St Margaret by Ladbrooke (1823) 
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Plate CCXIII. Hales, St Margaret, font, AA55/2904 copyright Royal Commission on 

Historical Monuments (England) 
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Plate CCXIV. W.HarUng, All Saints (interior) looking east 
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Plate CCXV. W.Harling, All Saints (interior) looking west 
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Plate CCXVI. W.Harling, All Saints, nave outh wall 
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Plate CCXVII. W.Harling, All Saints, nave south wall, east window 
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· Plate CCXVIII. W.Harling, Ail Saints, from north-west 
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Plate CCXIX. W.Harling, All Saints, nave north vindow 
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Plate CCXX. W.Harling, All Saints, piscind, na uth wall 
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Plate CCXXI. W.Harling, All Saints, porch from south 
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Plate CCXXII. W.Harling, All Saints, pt r ~~ label-stop 
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Plate Cr.XXIII. W.Harling, All Saints, tower from north 
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Plate CCXXIV. W.Harling, All Saints. painted plaster, chancel outh wall 
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Plate CCXXV. W.Harling, _o\ll Saints, monument to Richard Gipps 
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Plate CCXXVI. W.Harling, All Saints, reredo incorporating Flemish panels 
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18. Hockwold, St Peter 

JdentificatlOn TL 7249 8 01. County no. 5471. Diocese: Ely. Archdeaconry: Wi bcch. 

Deanery: Feltwell. Parish: Hockwold with Wilton. Status: pari h church, now redundant. 

Date last in regular use: 1974. Ownership and Access: Redundant Churche Fund. 

Lccation and Setting 

Hockwold-cum-Wilton i a village at the outh-we t corner of the county. The Little Ou e 

River, dividing orfolk from Suffolk, forms the southern boundary of the pari h. o west 

are the Hockwold Fen , tretching towards Cambridge hire. The village it elf i on the 

lightly ri ing ground of the Fen edge. It i really two village , Hockwo!d and Wilton, now 

merged together and without eparate identity. Wilton church tand toward the ea tern 

end of the village, Hockwo!d church at the we tern edge. Wllton church, being marginally 

the more 'central' of the two, has !J t-n retained as the pari h church of the combined 

village . Although it i the more exciting of the nvo, architecturatly, Hockwold church i 

not o well placed. It tand next to the ground of Hockwold Hall (now an hotel), 

flanked to east by the 81112 Lakenheath-Feltwell road. 

Architectural Description 

The church con i t of chancel, nave, south aisle, outh porch, and we t tower adjoining 

the ai le (PI. CCXXVII). 

Chancel. The chancel east wall i built of cour ed flint , with brick patching in the upper 

parts. Its corner are trengthened with diagonal buttres e with two et-off . A 

chequerboard ba c cour e, in flint and limestone, extend acro the ea t wall and round 

the buttre e . The three-light Perpendicular east window has a tilted, somewhat 

unclearly haped head, three-centred rather than four-centred , with through mullion and 

four batement lights. On the out ide, the window arch i made of med1eval brick. Above 

it i a mall tone oval opening, now blocked. 

The outh wall i built mainly of flint, but is very patched with tone and brick, 

and partly rendered. It i pierced by two large two-light window , nineteenth century in 

date but Perpendicular in tyle, with four-centred arch, hood-mould and drop-tracery; the 

outline of an earlier window, with tone voussoir, can be made out east of the we tern 

window. Below the eastern window, on the inside, is a pi cina and edilia in three teps, 
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with cu ped ogee arche , crenellated I bel and blank hield in the pandrel ; it i made 

of oft white lime tone, and i partly re tored (PI. C XXVIII). About half-way along i 

a mall prie t-door, with mitred four·centred arch and ho d. Immediately east of the 

door L a two- tepped buttre , which partly masks the vertical et-off behind it; ea t of 

the buure , the chancel wall i et back by lOcm. On the north ide, there i a buttres 

with two et-off at the ame point as in the oppo ite wall. There i no et-off ea t of th 

buttre . , but a line of lime tone quoins can be . een; the quoin · have een reddened due 

to the heat generated by a tcwe who. e chimney formerly adjoined the quoins. There are 

two window identical to tho e in the outh wall, also of the nineteenth century. There 

i a maJl arched aumbry on the inside at the east end of the wall. The north wall has 

been thoroughly re tored in brick and flint; a piece of tone bear the date 1857. 

The arched brace of the roof pring from moulded tone corbel . Some of the 

brace appear to be original, but the roof was largely re to red in the nineteenth century, 

with the addition of collar . The chancel arch i very crude, with wide half-octagon 

re pond , feeble moulded capital and no base . On the nave idea hood-mould urvives 

of what mu t have been a much wider arch. A corbel in the augle between chancel and 

aisle on the outside, and ome patched masonry on the in ide, ugge ts a former 

rood- tair at this point. 

Nave. The nave i eparated from the outh aisle by a four-bay arcade. The turdy 

octagonal pier re t on thick octagonal tepped bases, and the double chamfered arche 

pring from plump moulded capitals (Pl. CCXXIX). The clere tory wall above i built 

mainly of flint, with numerous piece of reu ed lime tone in the lower part. It i pierced 

by four late Perpendicular windows, each of three stepped ligh et within a mitred 

four-centrec1 arch (PI. CCXXX). 

The nave north wall has no arcade, but reflects the four bay by having two tall 

window , a doorway, and another tall window, occupying the bay from east to we t. he 

wall it elf had been exten ively re tored; most of the ea tern part has been rebuilt iu 

masonry that look· late eighteenth or early nineteenth century, u ·ing flint and brick. At 

the junction with the chancel there is a large buttress with three et-off~. in knapped flint 

with lime tone edging , no doubt of the later nineteenth century. In the ame technique 

further we t i a buttre with two et-off , with a tall two-light window between; each 

light has a cinquefoil arch, et within a quare head; on the inside, it can be ·een that 

the window i enclo ed within a four-centred arch. 
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