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. Th Exc av on of L • o i h ~ Se l e mc:n at 

3ar ho lm , Li~co l sh i r 

by W.G. S1mpso n 

T, P1ough Furrow 

(Fig 2 and 3; Pls I and V) 

A summ ry of th plouahing pisode~ r O -da~ing the Late Neo l ithic 

s 1 m n a Barholm is provided in ti1 ain text. 

Th mos r cen ~ries of plough furrows were the Y furrows fFig. 

3 , Y1-3). These erminated on or just beyond he line of ditch 02 and 

were associ d with a plough he dland which covered the whole site 

(Fig . 2.2). I was visible as a low bank running e st-wes and 

ext nding in wid h front approximately just beyond D3, in he north, to 

ju south of th£ mod rn hedge!ine which m rked the parish boundary 

nd he southern limit of the excavation (Fig. 2.2). 

Th fu~row3 re of siz and cha acter similar to example found 

on most other si es exc vated on the Welland gravels (Simpson 1981) 

nd may be !d~n ified from documentary evidence (John Catlin•s map of 

Kaxey P rish in Northant~. Record Office. Fitzwilliam Miscellanea 99) 

s w 11 as from +.he pottery found in furrows to the south of the 

• river, wt,ich defined •selions' of the open field just before their 

enclosure in th arly 19th century. Th width of the 'selion' or 

'ridge' , defined here by 'Furrows' Y1 and Y2 , is the ext nt of the 

m su m n b w n their centr s; in his c se 8.84 m. These 

'fu .rows' re in fac th~ bottoms of a number of individual parallel 

f r OW marking h 1 o•"e s points be weP.n WO 'ridges'. Th WO 

fUl t 'O WS y 1 plough m rking Wl hin h s lion. No 

v h li o n d iv . ions c on or ry wi h Yl and Y2 wer o b erv d 

ei h 0 h s o r w u s 1 ion u 0 1 . 25 m wid and m O L" P 

no un c ommo n L ,.h . re in h w V 1 l y hey w r n o 

n c 1 i 'i d. 



BARHOLH : PLOUGH FURROWS 

Th ~woG 'furrow' groupings (Fig. 3, Gland G2) se m o belong 

o an old r ph&s of cultiva+.ion and 11 on an almost exac north-

sou h l~gnment ha~ the Y 'furrow~· and se m o t rminatf bout 3.05 

m shor of D2. Thy wer recognisable as shallow gullies containing 

d rk:) soil cut few centime res into the orange-brown sub~oil. The 

indtvidu 1 furrows recognisable in places in he bot om of G2 

confirmed 4 heir agricultural c~ racter. They were not identified in 

th bo tom of Gl bu their iden ical lignm n and simil r depth are 
. 

probably su ficiont ir..dication of their same ·origin. Th only dating 

evidence cam from Gl which cut across the op of Fea~ure 8 on its 

south 8ide. A sherd of Romano-British colour-eo ted pot ery was found 

in his rea and the rim of an Iron Age v ss 1 (Fig. 13, No. SSJ came 

fr~m a littlo to the south. 

The grouping of furro - G2 and their dow~cutting to m ke a little 

g\ lly in the suoso!l is comp rable, on a c duced scale, to the Yl-2 

'furrow' groupings. It is suggested, ther fore r hat the G 'f~rrow ' 

belong to an earlier layout of ophn field agricul ur than that 

r~presel~ed by th~ Y 'furrows' a~d th t they defined a selion c.17.08 

m widA , a width that is asily match d by o hers elsewhere in the 

Well nd Vall~y. However , th possibility of an intervening 'fur ow', 

11 r c of which h s been removed by the lat r Y2 furrow , must be 

oo ne in mind. 

Ano her ar_ of ploughing was found in the extreme north-w st 

corn t of th xcav ion, wi h he furrows running in an ast-~est 

dir cion (Pl. V). Ano h !sol ted furrow, prob bly b longing to the 

m i s, was observ d imm diately w s of po -hol v. Ther 

no possiblli y h h s furro~s ar of t 

w r bu!i d w 11 bene h n ial ov 1hurd n o h m~rii£:-val 

pl o gt l1 d 1 nd. 0 h w is no mu h vi c fo 

As 



B HOLM: PLOU H F ROWS 

c p h 

con in d 

h y cu 

Noli hie 

c o )\ N o 1 i h • c F 

r o~h d (Fig. 9, No. 

·u 

2) 

s 24 nd 25 nd 

nd d 

h rd of po ry, proba ly o f I on ~g ot· nom no-B i 1 h I 

hould 1 ob no d hey w re no found c1os~r h n 1.52 m o 

th Romano-Brs ish d 1 tch D2. They m y th J for rela - o h 

cul iv ion of h re h t im or y may be a r sul of 1 er 

cross-ploughing t n e r y period of he open fi ld cul iv tion 

before a sub tant al h adl~nd h d buil up, p rhaps in he interv 1 

b tween t e G and the Y layout of the selions. 



BARHOLI1 : Atl MAL BONE 

---------------·----·---------------------------------·-----------------
Bon She Pi 

L R L R L R 
------------··---· ----·------------------·------------------------------
Skull 6 4 4 1 4 
M xill 2 1 4 
Mandible 7 8 1 10 7 
'=capul 8 ... 7 1 4 7 ~ 

H er us 12 1 10 3 1 6 
ad ius + ulna 11 1 9 1 1 1 3 3 5 

Metacarpal 7 6 5 4 
Pelvis 5 1 12 1 1 1 
Femur 6 .. 2 1 1 1 I 

Tibia 8 10 2 2 6 
Astragalus 2 4 1 1 
Calc neum 2 2 1 3 
Me tat rs 1 9 5 1 
Phalanx 1 6 7 
Phalanx 2 2 2 3 1 
Phalanx 3 2 1 1 

---------------------------------------------------------------------
Hors . 2 teeth . 
Dog: Skull frags, R. m ndible, R. scapula, R. ulna 
Red deer: Large c st antler, ntler tine frags, R. Radius, met podia I 

shaft frag. 
Be ver: 2 teeth 
---------------------------------------------------------------------
Table 4 Barholm animal ~one: Amalgamated figures (Pits 1, 2, 6, 9, 
10, 12, 13, 23, 24 nd Hollows 8 nd 14) showing numbers of bones in 
Neoli hie features. 

-------------------------------------------- ------------------------
Bone Cattle Shee ~ 

L R L R L R 
---------------------------------------------------------------------
Skull 1 3 1 
Max111 1 5 

" ndib1 4 2 1 5 6 
Scapul 6 3 1 2 1 2 1 
Humeru 4 4 1 2 1 3 
Radius + ulna 6 3 1 1 2 4 2 
Metacarpal 2 3 2 1 
p 1v1s 7 7 1 3 1 
F mur 2 4 2 4 1 
Tibi 5 1 6 5 1 1 3 
Astr g lus 1 1 1 1 
c le n urn 2 1 1 
Me ars 1 2 2 3 2 1 
Phal nx 2 1 1 
Ph 1 nx 2 1 1 

---------------------------------------------------------------------
Dog: 
R d d 
Fox : 
c 
Hum r : 

r: 
kull 

An 1 r fr g . , 
L. xill , 
R. ib 

h f 

L. r dius , L. m 
+ R m nd i bl 

rs 1 

--------------------------------------------------------------------
ni on : namb.r of bon s . Pi 4 



HOI : OLL 

-------------------------------------------------
1 1 2 

- -----------------------------------------------
0 1 . 0 

0 
3.3 1.0 

4 . 
1. 
4 . 
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-------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------
d c oll n n l h n l 

------------------------------------------------
Table 6 ho : Poll n coun 
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