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NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY  

This document is an archaeological desk based assessment, prepared by RSK 

Environment Ltd. The purpose of the assessment is to inform determination of a 

planning application for a proposed solar farm on poor-grade agricultural land north 

east of Faversham in Kent with respect to known and potential archaeological remains 

at the site.  

The assessment has considered the known and potential archaeological resource 

within the application site using a range of data for a 1km study area.  

The purpose is to gain an understanding of the historic environment resource in order to 

judge the potential for heritage assets to survive within the site, their significance, and 

strategies for further evaluation, mitigation or management as appropriate.  

The potential for archaeological remains to be present at the site is considered to be 

negligible/none in light of extraction/restoration works in the late 19th and 20th centuries. 

No significant visual effects are identified to designated heritage assets or their settings 

in a 1km study area as a result of the proposal. 

Development at the site would not therefore conflict with national or local planning 

policy in respect of the historic environment, and archaeology should not pose a 

constraint to development should planning permission be granted for the scheme.  

An archaeological watching brief over any substantial excavations during the 

construction phase of the development is recommended in order to retrieve any 

residual artefactual material that may have been imported to the site during previous 

restoration works at the site. 
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1 INTRODUCTION  

1.1 This document is an archaeological desk based assessment, prepared by RSK 

Environment Ltd (‘RSK’) on behalf of FR Solar Kent Ltd (the Client).  

1.2 The purpose of the assessment is to inform determination of a planning application for a 

solar farm at Abbey Fields Farm, Faversham, Kent (NGR 602937, 161736, post code 

ME13 8HS) with regards to potential direct impacts to known and potential 

archaeological remains, and potential visual impacts to designated heritage assets and 

their settings. 

1.3 The report has been prepared in accordance with the Chartered Institute for 

Archaeologists (CIfA) Standards and Guidance for Historic Environment Desk Based 

Assessment (2014) and Code of Conduct (2014).  

1.4 RSK is a Registered Organisation with the CIfA, an audited status which confirms that 

work is carried out in accordance with the highest standards of the profession. RSK 

operates a quality management system to help ensure all projects are managed in a 

professional and transparent manner, which enables it to qualify for ISO 9001.  
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2 LEGISLATION, POLICY AND GUIDANCE 

Legislation 

2.1 Designated heritage assets protected under primary legislation comprise scheduled 

monuments (protected under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 

1979) and listed buildings and conservation areas (protected under the Planning (Listed 

Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990). 

2.2 Additional designations for onshore heritage assets include world heritage sites, 

registered parks and gardens and registered battlefields. While these assets may be of 

equal or higher significance in heritage terms to those described above, protection is 

afforded through national and local planning policy.   

National Planning Policy 

2.3 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, 2012) is centred on the concept of 

sustainable development: 

‘International and national bodies have set out broad principles of sustainable 

development. Resolution 42/187 of the United Nations General Assembly defined 

sustainable development as meeting the needs of the present without compromising 

the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. The UK Sustainable 

Development Strategy Securing the Future set out five ‘guiding principles’ of 

sustainable development: living within the planet’s environmental limits; ensuring a 

strong, healthy and just society; achieving a sustainable economy; promoting good 

governance; and using sound science responsibly.’ (p2) 

2.4 Heritage and conservation forms one of the core planning principles of the NPPF:  

[Planning should] conserve heritage assets in a manner appropriate to their 

significance, so that they can be enjoyed for their contribution to the quality of life for 

this and future generations.  

2.5 Policies on the historic environment relevant to this assessment contained with the 

document include (paragraph numbers in bold text)1: 

128. In determining applications, local planning authorities should require an applicant 

to describe the significance of any heritage assets affected, including any contribution 

made by their setting. The level of detail should be proportionate to the assets’ 

importance and no more than is sufficient to understand the potential impact of the 

proposal on their significance. 

129. Local planning authorities should identify and assess the particular significance of 

any heritage asset that may be affected by a proposal (including by development 

                                      
1
 Government guidance on the application of the policies contained within the NPPF is available at 

http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/conserving-and-enhancing-the-
historic-environment/ 
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affecting the setting of a heritage asset) taking account of the available evidence and 

any necessary expertise. They should take this assessment into account when 

considering the impact of a proposal on a heritage asset, to avoid or minimise conflict 

between the heritage asset’s conservation and any aspect of the proposal. 

131. In determining planning applications, local planning authorities should take 

account of: 

• the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage assets and 

putting them to viable uses consistent with their conservation; 

• the positive contribution that conservation of heritage assets can make to 

sustainable communities including their economic vitality; and 

• the desirability of new development making a positive contribution to local character 

and distinctiveness. 

135: The effect of an application on the significance of a non-designated heritage asset 

should be taken into account in determining the application. In weighing applications 

that affect directly or indirectly non designated heritage assets, a balanced judgement 

will be required having regard to the scale of any harm or loss and the significance of 

the heritage asset. 

139: Non-designated heritage assets of archaeological interest that are demonstrably of 

equivalent significance to scheduled monuments, should be considered subject to the 

policies for designated heritage assets. 

141: Local planning authorities should make information about the significance of the 

historic environment gathered as part of plan-making or development management 

publicly accessible. They should also require developers to record and advance 

understanding of the significance of any heritage assets to be lost (wholly or in part) in a 

manner proportionate to their importance and the impact, and to make this evidence 

(and any archive generated) publicly accessible.30 However, the ability to record 

evidence of our past should not be a factor in deciding whether such loss should be 

permitted.  

Local Policy and Guidance 

2.6 The Local Plan for Swale was adopted in 2008. Bearing Fruits 2031: Swale Borough 

Local Plan (December 2014) Part 1 contains saved policies from the adopted plan 

including strategic policies, development allocations and general planning policies.  

2.7 Relevant to this assessment is Policy DM34 Scheduled Monuments and archaeological 

sites and Policy DM35 Historic Parks and Gardens. 

Policy DM34 

1. Development will not be permitted which would adversely affect a Scheduled 

Monument, and/or its setting, as shown on the Proposals Map, or subsequently 

designated, or any other monument or archaeological site demonstrated as being of 

equivalent significance to scheduled monuments.  

2. Whether they are currently known, or discovered during the Plan period, there will be 

a preference to preserve important archaeological sites in-situ and to protect their 
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settings. Development that does not achieve acceptable mitigation of adverse 

archaeological effects will not be permitted.  

3. Where development is permitted and preservation in-situ is not justified, the applicant 

will be required to ensure that provision will be made for archaeological excavation and 

recording, in advance of and/or during development, with the appropriate deposition of 

any artefacts in an archaeological archive or museum. 

Policy DM35 

1. The Borough Council will seek to protect registered Historic Parks and Gardens, as 

shown on the Proposals Map, or which are registered during the Plan period.  

2. Development that would adversely affect the landscape character, layout and 

features of a Historic Park and Garden, or its setting, will not be permitted.  

3. Development that would adversely affect a non-Registered Historic Park or Garden 

will only be permitted where the loss of significance is unavoidable. 

2.8 Further detailed guidance is available in Planning Practice Guidance - Renewable and 

low carbon energy published by the DCLG in March 2014. Paragraph 013 identifies 

particular factors that Swale Borough Council will need to consider when determining 

applications for large scale solar farm, including: 

Care should be taken to ensure heritage assets are conserved in a manner appropriate 

to their significance, including the impact of proposals on views important to their 

setting. As the significance of a heritage asset derives not only from its physical 

presence, but also from its setting, careful consideration should be given to the impact 

of large scale solar farms on such assets. Depending on their scale, design and 

prominence, a large scale solar farm within the setting of a heritage asset may cause 

substantial harm to the significance of the asset. 

Heritage Guidance  

2.9 The NPPF defines conservation in heritage terms as the process of maintaining and 

managing change to a heritage asset in a way that sustains and, where appropriate, 

enhances its significance.  

2.10 Significance is defined as the value of a heritage asset to this and future generations 

because of its heritage interest. That interest may be archaeological, architectural, 

artistic or historic. Significance derives not only from a heritage asset’s physical 

presence, but also from its setting.  

2.11 Setting is defined as the surroundings in which a heritage asset is experienced. Its 

extent is not fixed and may change as the asset and its surroundings evolve. Elements 

of a setting may make a positive or negative contribution to the significance of an asset, 

may affect the ability to appreciate the significance or may be neutral. 
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3 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

3.1 The CIfA defines a desk based assessment in their Standards and Guidance for 

Historic Environment Desk Based Assessment (2014) as: 

“a programme of study of the historic environment within a specified area or site on 

land, the inter-tidal zone or underwater that addresses agreed research and/or 

conservation objectives. It consists of an analysis of existing written, graphic, 

photographic and electronic information in order to identify the likely heritage assets, 

their interests and significance and the character of the study area, including 

appropriate consideration of the settings of heritage assets and, in England, the nature, 

extent and quality of the known or potential archaeological, historic, architectural and 

artistic interest. Significance is to be judged in a local, regional, national or international 

context as appropriate.” 

3.2 The purpose is to gain an understanding of the historic environment in order to 

formulate an assessment of the potential for heritage assets to survive within the site, 

their significance, and strategies for further evaluation, mitigation or management as 

appropriate.  

3.3 The aims of this archaeological desk based assessment are therefore: 

• to establish, from documentary sources and a walkover survey, the known 
heritage assets within the application site; 

• to assess, from existing sources, the potential for previously unknown heritage 
assets to be present at the site; 

• To assess the heritage significance of identified assets; 

• to assess the potential for development constraints arising from consideration 
of the historic environment during the planning process; and 

• to prepare a report suitable for submission in support of a planning application 
to redevelop the site. 
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4 METHODOLOGY 

Sources of Information 

4.1 The sources consulted in the preparation of this report comprise: 

• Kent County Council’s Historic Environment Record (HER) and archive of grey 
literature; 

• The National Heritage List for England (NHLE); 

• Kent History and Library Centre catalogues, aerial photos and secondary 
sources; 

• Kent County Council’s ‘Exploring Kent’s Past’ website for background 
information and information on Conservation Areas; 

• Historic mapping; and 

• Observations from a site walkover survey. 

Study Area and Gazetteer  

4.2 Data from the sources described above (designated and non-designated heritage 

assets) has been collected for a study area of 1km around the application site. The 1km 

study area is used for an assessment of visual impact for designated heritage assets as 

it is unlikely that visual impacts would be significant for a development of this scale and 

massing beyond this distance. A study area of 500m has been used for the 

presentation of data on previous historic environment studies. (Data has been collected 

for 1km, but assessment of the 500m study area data was found to be more focussed 

and relevant for the current assessment.    

4.3 The scope of the assessment and extent of the study areas was determined in 

consultation with the Principal Archaeological Officer for Kent County Council.  

4.4 A full gazetteer of heritage assets within the study area, compiled from the sources 

above, is given in Appendix A. The study area contains both designated heritage assets 

(Figure 1) and non-designated heritage assets (Figure 2) which have been mapped 

separately.  

4.5 Each asset has been given a unique number prefixed ‘RSK’ which is used throughout 

the report. 

4.6 Due to the large number of listed buildings within the 1km study area within Faversham, 

only those which are nearest to the proposed development, and those which, following 

screening, are considered most sensitive to visual impact are numbered on Figure 1. 

These are all considered in the visual impact assessment. National Grid References are 

given for all designated heritage assets within the study area in the gazetteer (Appendix 

A). 



 

 

FR Solar Kent Ltd  10 

Abbey Fields Farm, Faversham Archaeological Desk Based Assessment 

660578 (00) 

 

Significance 

4.7 In this report the relative importance of each heritage asset potentially affected by the 

proposed development has been determined to provide a framework for comparison. 

The grading of significance of heritage assets is based on the criteria listed in Table 1. 

Table 1: Criteria for Determining Heritage Asset Significance 

Significance Definition 

High Assets and structures of acknowledged international / national 
importance. Examples include World Heritage Sites, Registered 
Parks and Gardens, Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings, 
Conservation Areas and buildings of recognised international 
importance. 

Medium Assets and structures of acknowledged regional importance. 
Examples include historic townscapes, and non designated assets of 
value within the county HER. 

Low Assets and structures of acknowledged local importance. Examples 
include historic (unlisted) buildings, assets of limited value registered 
in the county HER, and assets compromised by poor preservation. 

Negligible Assets and structures known to be of low archaeological or historical 
importance. Examples include remains previously subject to large-
scale destruction, assets with very little or no surviving 
archaeological or historic interest and assets which hold little intrinsic 
archaeological value. 

Uncertain Assets and structures of uncertain character, extent and/or date 
where the importance cannot be ascertained. 

Assessment of Impacts 

Physical impacts 

4.8 Physical impacts would occur during the construction phase of the development. Since 

anchoring methods for solar panels cause relative minimal below-ground disturbance, 

impacts would be primarily from groundworks for DNO/inverter cabins, cable runs for 

solar panels and CCTV, any drainage channels, the installation of security fencing and 

new access/maintenance tracks (see Figure 21). 

4.9 The potential physical effect of construction of the proposed development and 

recommended requirement for further mitigation is assessed by comparing the land-

take needed against the location of the known heritage assets. 

Visual impacts 

4.10 Impacts to setting are defined as any perceived change or effect of the proposed 

development on a protected heritage asset or its setting (e.g. visual or sensory change 

perceived of a designated heritage asset, or change within its setting with the potential 

to affect the ability to understand or appreciate significance of the protected asset itself), 
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where this distracts from the context, integrity or appreciation of the monument or 

monuments affected. 

4.11 Visual impacts would occur throughout construction and during the operational life of 

the development. 

4.12 Designated heritage assets (i.e. assets of ‘High’ significance) within a 1km study area 

were initially screened for sensitivity to visual change. These, along with the nearest 

assets and assets of the highest designation (Grade I & II* listed buildings) were visited 

in order to identify the contribution of setting to significance (prominence and 

dominance etc.), and any significant sightlines. 

4.13 Given the nature, landscape location, and relative scale of the proposed development, 

no visual impacts on designated heritage assets were identified and the 1km study area 

was deemed sufficient and not expanded any further. 

Limitations of the Assessment 

Data sources 

4.14 Information held by public data sources is usually considered to be reliable, however 

certain limitations are made explicit: 

• The content of the HER is largely defined by patterns of research and fieldwork, 
undertaken in response to commercial development, alongside private or 
publicly funded research programmes. There can therefore be geographic and 
period-specific bias in the available evidence for the historic environment;  

• Dating evidence for sites is often circumstantial and may be approximate; 

• Documentary sources are rare before the medieval period, and many early 
historic texts are inherently biased for political or ideological reasons; and 

• Primary sources, especially antiquarian records, often fail to accurately locate 
sites and can be erroneous in any interpretation. 

Site Visit 

4.15 Any archaeological site visit has inherent limitations primarily because archaeological 

remains below ground level may have no surface indicators. 
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5 SITE DESCRIPTION 

5.1 The site is located c.2km to the north east of Faversham, Kent, on arable land (a 

mature rape crop was present at the time of survey) centred at NGR 602962, 161790. 

5.2 The site is irregularly shaped and lies over all or part of four fields (for the purposes of 

this assessment these are identified as Fields A – D), divided by an east-west access 

track (from Abbey Fields), north – south Thorn Creek, and further hedged boundaries. 

5.3 The land is apparently of poor agricultural quality due to previous extraction/restoration 

works. It is for this reason that an application for a solar farm can be considered. 

5.4 The topography of the site is ‘bowl-shaped’, lying at 1m AOD in Field C, rising to 5m 

AOD in Field A. The site is surrounded by further arable fields and scrub to the north. 

To the south is a pond fed by natural springs. 

5.5 The site lies at a junction of the underlying Seaford Chalk and Thanet Formations 

(sand, silt and clay). The town of Faversham to the north east is sited on a ridge of 

chalk. Overlying the chalk is (was) deposits of brickearth (clay and silt head deposits). 

There is also alluvium associated with Thorn Creek running north – south through the 

site (http://www.bgs.ac.uk/GeoIndex/). 

5.6 In northeast Kent, loessic deposits generally mapped as "brickearth" are frequently 

present. Analysis of historic maps and previous intrusive archaeological work that has 

encompassed part of the current application site (Canterbury Archaeological Trust, 

2000) indicates that brickearth has been quarried across the whole site during the later 

19th and much of the 20th Centuries. 
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6 BASELINE AND BACKGROUND RESULTS 

Baseline summary 

6.1 See the gazetteer (Appendix A) for a full list of assets, and figures below for the location 

of designated (Figure 1) and non-designated (Figure 2) heritage assets in the 1km 

study area.  

6.2 These are summarised below and, where relevant to the archaeological potential of the 

site, are referenced in the ‘historical background’ section. 

Designated assets 

6.3 The site is situated east, and outside of the Faversham – Town Centre Conservation 

Area (RSK ID 3). The site access is from the trackway Abbey Fields which forms a 

boundary of the conservation area.   

6.4 There is one Scheduled Monument in the study area, 1km west of the site centre-point, 

outside the site boundary: The site of St Saviour’s Abbey, includes the remains of an 

Iron Age farmstead and Faversham Roman villa (RSK ID 1).  

6.5 There is one Registered Park in the study area, 1km south west of the site centre-point: 

Faversham recreation ground (RSK ID 2). 

6.6 There are two grade I, 13 grade II*, and 90 grade II listed buildings within the study area 

(RSK IDs 4 – 108). 

Non-designated assets  

6.7 There are 104 non-designated heritage assets recorded by the Kent HER in the study 

area for the site (RSK IDs 109 – 212). 

6.8 The walkover survey for this assessment has added no further heritage assets to the 

gazetteer. 

6.9 There are three known non-designated heritage assets located within the site boundary: 

• RSK ID 131 – A stream at Thorn Creek has the remains of post medieval water 
cress weirs in its bed. It is possible that there are also the remains of eel weirs 
at the site, and the area may formerly have been a mill pond, inferred from its 
shape. 

• RSK ID 135 - Remains of Roman building materials identified at the Relay 
station site. Differences in the soils in the area were also visible during 
ploughing. 

• RSK ID 167 - Photographs taken in 1946 show what could possibly be a quarry. 
However, there is nothing marked on any Ordnance Survey maps of the area 
and this is more likely to be a brickearth 'scraping' feature, linked to the nearby 
Abbey brickworks. 
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Historic Environment events  

6.10 The gazetteer (Appendix A) lists previous ‘events’ that have been implemented within a 

500m study area. The location of these events are shown on Figure 2. The results of 

these assessments are summarised in Table 2, and results which are relevant to the 

current assessment are discussed in more detail below. 

Table 2: Historic environment events within 500m 

RSK 
ID 

Name 
Organisation Year Results 

213 

Evaluation on Land 

at Abbey Fields, 

Faversham 

Canterbury 

Archaeological 

Trust 2000 

Evidence was found of a 
Mesolithic/Neolithic 
settlement or flint working site, 
Romano-British occupation and 
medieval field systems some of 
which may have been 
associated with a small 12th to 
14th century farmstead. 
 
The evaluation included part of 
the current application site. 

214 

Historic Environment 

of the North Kent 

Coast: Rapid Coastal 

Zone Assessment 

Survey 

Wessex 

Archaeology 2000 

 

 

 

 

 

CZAS included the current 
application site within its study 
area. 

 

No remains were identified 
within the site boundary as part 
of this assessment. 

215 

North Kent Coast 

Rapid Coastal Zone 

Assessment Survey 

Phase II: Field 

Assessment (Pilot) 

Photo Survey 

Wessex 

Archaeology 2002 

216 

Assessment Survey, 

North Kent Coastal 

Zone: Phase ll, Year 

Two. Field 

Observations 

Wessex 

Archaeology 2005 

217 

Watching Brief at 

Graveny Road 

Archaeology 

South-East 1995 

Watching brief on excavation of 
a lake. Nothing of 
archaeological interest was 
found. 
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RSK 
ID 

Name 
Organisation Year Results 

218 

Watching Brief at 

Abbey Road 

Faversham during 

groundworks on 

sewer network 

Archaeology 

South-East 2005 

Brickearth diggings, a post-
medieval claypit, and probable 
prehistoric pit were identified. 
No remains associated with the 
abbey were recorded. 

 

The route of the watching brief 
borders the current application 
site proposed access track. 

219 

Watching Brief on 

Sewerage Scheme at 

Abbey Fields, 

Faversham 

Canterbury 

Archaeological 

Trust 1998 

Artefactual evidence indicates a 
watercourse existed here in 
Roman times and it is likely that 
Faversham Roman Villa was 
located on its western bank. 

220 

Watching brief on a 

pipeline at Abbey 

Fields, Faversham 

Canterbury 

Archaeological 

Trust 2008 

A layer of brick rubble along the 
route may have been hardcore 
for or remains of the rope-walk 
that preceded the railway to the 
port facilities in Faversham 
Creek. 

221 

Watching Brief at 60 

Cheney Road, 

Faversham 

Swale and 
Thames 
Archaeological 
Survey 
Company 1996 

Watching Brief on new 
swimming pool. Nothing of 
archaeological interest was 
found. 
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Abbey Park 

Faversham Lawson-Price 1996 

Desk-based Assessment of 
Abbey Park. 

Study area includes, in part, 
current application site.  

223 

Study of the 

buildings of Abbey 

Farm, Faversham 

Julia Bennett 
and Anthony 
Blackwell 1988 
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Faversham's 

Explosives Industry RCHME 1991 

‘Field Observation’ (visual 

assessment) only 

225 

Trial trenching, 

Abbey Fields, 

Faversham 

Kent 

Archaeological 

Rescue Unit 1997 

12 'test holes' excavated 
c.200m from the villa targeting 
cropmarks. No details of results 
are given. 

226 

Survey of land at 

Chambers Crossing, 

Faversham 

Faversham 
Archaeological 
Research 
Group 1967 

Survey to locate a 'villa' 
mentioned in 19

th
 century 

sources. Sherds dating to C2
nd

- 
3

rd
 and a compacted chalk 

surface were found. The results 
were inconclusive. 
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Archaeological Desk Based Assessment of Land at Abbey Park, Faversham, Kent 

(Lawson-Price Environmental, May 1996) 

6.11 The 105 Ha study area included the current application site. Whilst the DBA does not 

identify any specific heritage assets within the site boundary, it notes that a number of 

early prehistoric sites have been identified elsewhere in Kent at the interface between 

slightly elevated ground and low-lying fertile flood plain (as the site is located). 

6.12 An appended site investigation report identifies 30-40cm of topsoil over localised areas 

of ‘fill’ (clays with brick, concrete and ceramics) to 70cm bgl; these areas represent 

former brickearth extraction areas. Elsewhere, brickearth deposits were recorded to a 

depth of 1-4m.  

6.13 The DBA concludes a higher potential for Roman period artefactual remains, given the 

proximity of the site to Faversham Roman villa and neighbouring Roman farms. Finally, 

the DBA notes that any preserved evidence for 19th and 20th century clay working may 

be of local industrial interest. 

6.14 The DBA concluded that any field assessment should be tailored, based on particular 

and specific site conditions in the various zones comprising the study area. 

An Archaeological Evaluation on Land at Abbey Fields, Faversham, Kent 

(Canterbury Archaeological Trust, October 2000) 

6.15 Archaeological evaluation comprised 68 trial trenches, of which 14 were located to the 

south of the railway line (‘Area 1’), and 54 were located to the north (‘Area 2). Of the 

trenches in Area 2, five were located within the current application site boundary. 

6.16 No archaeological remains were recorded within the current application site during the 

evaluation. 

6.17 Area 1 recorded medieval period remains. Elsewhere in Area 2 the evaluation identified 

a palaeosol with Mesolithic/Neolithic features cut through it These features were sealed 

by 25cm of redeposited (i.e. colluvial) brickearth thus escaped truncation by ploughing. 

6.18 Cut through the colluvial brickearth was a complex series of pre-Roman Iron Age and 

Roman period ditches, gullies, chalk wall foundation, pits and postholes.  

6.19 The location of all of the features are now included on the Kent HER (thus included in 

the gazetteer and mapped on Figure 2).  

6.20 The evaluation also recorded a significant area of brickearth extraction which is 

consistent with 1877 - 1906 historic mapping. Derived stone artefacts of potential 

Palaeolithic date were retrieved from backfill of the brickearth quarry. 

An Archaeological Watching Brief During Groundworks Associated with a New 

Combined Sewer Overflow Scheme and Connective Pipework at Abbey Road 

(Archaeology South East, November 2005) 

6.21 Topsoil stripping between Faversham Waste Water Treatment Works and Water 

Pumping Station revealed extensive brickearth diggings and a prehistoric pit. No 

evidence of the postulated alignment of the medieval St Saviour’s Abbey sewer was 

identified. 
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Figure 2:
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Source: Global Land Cover Facility, www.landcover.org. 
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Archaeological and Historical background 

Palaeolithic period (drawing upon Wenban-Smith et. al., 2010)  

800,000 BC to 10,000 BC 

6.22 There have been several separate ice ages in Britain, each lasting tens of thousands of 

years. At the cold peak of ice ages, glacier sheets hundreds of metres thick would have 

covered most of Britain, reaching on occasion as far south as London. The Faversham 

site has therefore not been directly disturbed by these waves of ice sheets, although the 

presence of drift geology (brickearth deposits) demonstrates that the site may have 

been affected by meltwater.  

6.23 At times, the sea-level would have been up to 100m less than the present day, and 

there would have been a highway of chalk downland where the English Channel is 

today. Kent would be one of the first parts of Britain reached by early colonisers, being 

the closest part of Britain to the European mainland. 

6.24 The first evidence of hominid occupation in Britain occurs in East Anglia, at Pakefield on 

the Norfolk coast (700,000 years ago).  

6.25 Some of Britain's best Neanderthal sites (150,000 years ago) are in Kent, particularly 

Baker’s Hole. A common and distinctive form of handaxe ‘bout coupé’ is associated 

with late Neanderthal occupation in the last ice age 60,000 years ago. 

6.26 Around 35,000 years ago, Neanderthals were suddenly replaced in Britain and north-

west Europe by anatomically modern humans, who are associated with the final 

"Upper" phase of the Palaeolithic. The Upper Palaeolithic is also characterised by major 

cultural developments. 

6.27 Kent is a special place for Palaeolithic archaeology, having far more recorded finds than 

any other county. The deposits containing Palaeolithic tools are often deeply buried, so 

they are usually only exposed by quarrying or major construction projects. 

6.28 There are six recorded Palaeolithic artefact findspots within 5km of the site, two of 

which are from within the study area: RSK ID 210 is a bifacially-worked hand axe found 

on the field surface in 2010 c.150m southeast of the site boundary; RSK ID 186 is a flint 

scatter possibly including Palaeolithic material which was exposed during the cleaning 

of the beds and side of Thorn Creek where it outfalls into Faversham Creek.    

Mesolithic period (drawing on Palmer, www.kent.gov.uk)  

10,000 BC to 4,000 BC 

6.29 Following evidence for occupation in the interglacial periods, the earliest traces of 

Mesolithic reoccupation in the county are sparse, despite its potential as a possible 

gateway into Britain. 

6.30 Many of Kent’s Mesolithic finds have been made along river valleys, reflecting available 

resources. At High Rocks near Tunbridge Wells, Mesolithic tools were found with 

hearths, whose material has been carbon-dated to the very end of the period c.6000 

years ago. There is as yet no evidence that they built permanent structures to live in, 

and the mobile lifestyle has left little trace of settlement sites 

6.31 There are c.10 recorded Mesolithic artefact findspots within 5km of the site, two of 

which are from within the study area, outside the site boundary: RSK ID 141 comprises 
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a quantity of Mesolithic and early Neolithic material sealed beneath colluvial 

accumulation (see below). The Mesolithic material was located only 100m south of the 

site boundary and is thought to represent an occupation site; RSK ID 156 is the findspot 

of a tranchet axe now in the British Museum and discovered at an unknown location 

near Faversham. 

Neolithic period (drawing on Palmer, www.kent.gov.uk)  

4,000 BC to 2,350 BC 

6.32 During this period major monuments were constructed and some members of society 

were buried within chambered tombs or earthen long barrows. It is likely that some of 

Kent’s barrows were among the earliest examples of this type of monument in Britain. 

Recent interpretations suggest some of these changes took place over many centuries. 

The shift from a mobile hunting and gathering lifestyle to more permanent settlement 

may have been very gradual. 

6.33 It is likely that during the early Neolithic much of the Kent landscape was still covered 

with deciduous woodland. Clearance of woodland, to provide pasture and crop fields, 

was patchy and at first may not have been permanent leading to woodland regeneration 

in some areas. The first domesticated animals were sheep, pigs and goats. Barley and 

wheat were planted. 

6.34 The discovery of Kent’s causewayed enclosures and possible cursus is recent, coming 

about through road and housing development. There are at least four known 

causewayed enclosures. During the later Neolithic, new types of monument were built 

in Britain, such as henges, and stone or wooden circles. Kent has one example of a 

henge at Ringlemere near Sandwich. 

6.35 There is still little evidence for permanent settlement in the shape of large buildings, 

with only around 40 such known sites in Britain. Recent excavations at White Horse 

Stone, near Maidstone, uncovered a substantial timber structure. A Neolithic site is 

recorded at Nayden Ferry, 2km to the north of Faversham. 

6.36 Neolithic artefacts have been found in Faversham on the east side of Westbrook Valley, 

and on Belvedere Road, Ospringe Street, and Whitstable Road (RSK ID 188). Neolithic 

artefacts have also been excavated at Blacklands, 500m to the east of the site (RSK ID 

206).  

6.37 The Abbey Fields site contains a buried land surface rich in flint debitage and artefacts 

dating to the late Mesolithic/early Neolithic and underlying 25-30cm of redeposited 

(colluvial) brickearth containing residual materials largely of later date (Canterbury 

Archaeological Trust, 2000). 500m southeast of the application site linear ditch features 

containing pottery were found during evaluation work and are believed to be evidence 

for a late Neolithic to early Bronze Age field system (RSK ID 142). Loessic soils have 

long been recognised as the soil of preference for Neolithic farmers, probably because 

of their fertility and because their lightness made them easy to work with primitive 

ploughs. This may explain the substantial evidence for Neolithic activity at the site. 

Bronze Age period (drawing on Palmer, www.kent.gov.uk)  

2,350 BC to 700 BC 
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6.38 Bronze Age houses were usually round, and often within an oval or rectangular 

enclosure. The coast and river valleys were favoured settlement areas; rivers would 

have been important in the trade and communication network. RSK ID 144, late Bronze 

Age/early Iron Age pottery associated with a roundhouse drip gully was recorded during 

intrusive archaeological work that encompassed part of the current application site 

(Canterbury Archaeological Trust, 2000) and was located only 50m to the south of the 

site boundary. Further examples of settlement in the study area comprise Graveney 

Road (RSK ID 140) located 600m to the south of the site, and Blacklands (RSK ID 207) 

located 500m east of the site. In and around Faversham Bronze Age settlement 

evidence is located at Davington Plateau and in Ospringe. 

6.39 The commonest type of earlier Bronze Age remains are barrows, round or more rarely 

oval mounds often covering a central burial, with an encircling quarry ditch. Barrows are 

often grouped together, as at Monkton in Thanet. Aerial photographs have led to the 

discovery of many more barrows over the last few decades. 

6.40 Around 3500 years ago the remains of settlements begin to dominate the evidence for 

Kent’s later Bronze Age. Monument building for the dead declined; for a few centuries 

in the later second millennium BC cremations in large pots were sometimes inserted 

into already-existing barrows or laid in cemeteries with very small, or no, mounds, as at 

Bridge, near Canterbury.  

6.41 A Bronze Age halberd and dagger, currently in the Ashmolean Museum, was found in 

Faversham. A number of bronze sickles are also recorded from the region. The practice 

of depositing precious items in water probably began in the Bronze Age. There have 

been several gold finds in the Medway Valley, for example, torcs and bracelets at 

Aylesford. There is no Bronze Age gold from north east Kent, where there is a 

concentration of bronze hoards, such as at Leysdown, near to the study area. Various 

reasons have been put forward for hoard burial; as ritual offerings, to increase the 

scarcity of remaining metalwork or to hide precious goods.  

Iron Age period (drawing on Palmer, www.kent.gov.uk)  

800 BC to AD 42 

6.42 Iron Age Kent was under the rule of the Iceni. 

6.43 Kent has a few hillforts but unlike those elsewhere in Britain, which were generally built 

early in the period, Kent’s are middle-to-late Iron Age. Hillforts in other areas, such as in 

neighbouring Sussex, were often densely occupied, but examples from Kent do not 

seem to be used in this way. There are none located within 5km of Faversham. 

6.44 A handful of Kent sites have been suggested as oppida, a term used by Caesar to 

describe large and important centres which had political and economic similarities to 

Roman towns. Canterbury, Rochester and Quarry Wood Camp, Boughton Monchelsea 

(HER site mke2124), may fit the criteria of dense settlement and of finds demonstrating 

trade with the continent. Coins (RSK IDs 155 & 182), which began to be made in the 

2nd century BC in Kent, are also found in the vicinity of these proto-towns. 

6.45 More typical settlements ranged from single farmsteads to large villages, some 

enclosed with ditches and fences. Multiple enclosing ditches are common elsewhere in 

the country, but in Kent the only known example is Beechbrook Wood (HER site 
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mke17456), near Ashford. Houses were normally round, made of wood, wattle and 

daub. 

6.46 Evidence for Iron Age settlement in the study area includes that at St Saviour’s Abbey 

(RSK IDs 1 & 211), Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School grounds (RSK IDs 120, 208 & 

209), and Graveney Road (RSK ID 140) 600m to the south of the site. A concentration 

of gullies, enclosures, ditches and chalk foundation features was recorded at Abbey 

Fields only 50m to the south of the application site representing multi phase (i.e. late 

Iron Age to the 4th century AD) occupation (RSK IDs 144 & 145). 

6.47 The majority of known early and middle Iron Age settlements are in east Kent; by the 

late Iron Age a wider distribution is evident, with concentrations along the Vale of 

Holmesdale and the River Darent. There is more evidence than previously of people 

living in the western Weald. This was perhaps because of the iron ore available there. 

The earliest evidence for ironworking in Kent, and amongst the earliest in Britain, is 

from South Street (HER site mke15792), south of Herne Bay. 

6.48 There is a lack of burial evidence until the late Iron Age; the few graves that have been 

found are in a crouched position on their side, a rite which seems to change by the 

middle Iron Age when the body was laid flat on its back. By the late Iron Age cremation 

was a common rite. 

Roman period (drawing on Palmer, www.kent.gov.uk) 

AD 43 to AD 410 

6.49 Britain became part of the Roman empire after the invasion of AD43. It is likely that the 

Roman army landed at Richborough (Rutupiae) in Kent. The tribal area of Roman Kent 

was known as the civitas Cantiacorum. 

6.50 Much of the countryside’s population continued to live in timber houses, round or 

rectangular. Watling Street began at Richborough, passing through Canterbury 

(Durovernum) and Rochester (Durobrivae) on its way to London (Londinium). In place 

soon after the conquest, perhaps making use of earlier trackways, it became a focus for 

settlement as at Judd Hill, near to the application site. A possible part of Watling Street 

has also been excavated in Ospringe. 

6.51 The pro-Roman local elites aspired to Roman culture. They began building rural villas in 

stone or half timber, sometimes on the same spot as previous homes, as at Faversham 

(RSK ID 1), Blacklands (RSK ID 125), Chambers Crossing (possible) (RSK ID 160), 

Luddenham, and Sheldwick which are all within 5km of the application site. 

6.52 At Faversham Villa (RSK ID 1), a schedule monument 1km to the west of the site, the 

first Roman building was constructed partly over the earlier Iron Age ditch system c.AD 

70- 100. It had a range of four rooms, with a passage from back to front and a verandah 

on the east side. The villa increased in size and complexity during the second and third 

centuries, including the addition of various refinements, such as a hypocaust heating 

system and a mosaic floor, indicating a period of prosperity and success. The absence 

of any material dating from the late third or early fourth centuries on the site has been 

taken to indicate that the villa was abandoned in the late third century AD. The villa is 

thought to have formed the centre of a farming estate, possibly extending as far as 

Watling Street and covering c.300 acres. 
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6.53 At Blacklands Villa (RSK ID 125), 800m to the east of the application site, 

archaeological investigations exposed a wide mortared stone wall, a hypocaust built of 

chalk blocks, fragments of painted plaster and possible mosaic floor fragments. Later 

finds included six rooms of a large house with an elaborate hypocaust system and 

evidence of burning, suggesting destruction by fire. Other significant finds were a 

quantity of 3rd-4th century pottery and two burials of indeterminate date. A geo-

resistivity survey suggested that the area contained a large villa complex arranged 

around courtyards. 

6.54 Further Roman buildings identified in and around Faversham include the Church of St 

Mary of Charity (RSK ID 149), at Clapgate Spring (RSK ID 153), at Elverton Lane and 

on the Isle of Harty. Roman building materials are frequently identified on the ground 

surface, indicative of possible below-ground remains, such as those within the 

application site boundary (RSK ID 135); within wider the study area, see also RSK IDs 

124, 132 & 138. A small Roman settlement has been proposed through fieldwalking at 

Luddenham. Cropmark evidence for Roman buildings include RSK ID 157 located to 

the east of St Saviour’s Abbey, 500m west of the site. 

6.55 To the immediate south of the site, evaluation revealed Iron Age settlement evidence at 

a site that was apparently occupied through to the Roman period (see RSK ID 145 

above).  

6.56 The county’s funerary evidence for this period is similar to that on the continent. Sited 

on Watling Street at natural springs, Springhead (Vagniacis) was a major religious 

centre that grew out of an earlier Iron Age ritual site. Kent has plentiful Roman-British 

burial evidence compared with the rest of Britain, cemeteries such as those at 

Broomfield, Churchfield and Uplees Farm all in Oare, Kingsfield, Painters Forstal, 

Thornmead Field, and Preston Mill all in Faversham, and Boughton Under Blean are all 

located within 5km of the application site.  

Early medieval period (drawing on Palmer & Richardson, www.kent.gov.uk) 

AD 410 to 1066 

6.57 Kent has produced a wealth of archaeological evidence from the Anglo-Saxon period 

and has the earliest written sources in England. Early medieval settlers in Kent were 

Jutes from southern Scandinavia, a picture that has some support from archaeological 

evidence. ‘Kent’ was created in this period; the original powerbase of the kingdom 

seems to have lain east of the River Stour. By the end of the 6th century, however, it 

included at least the area of the modern county, consisting perhaps of around 20-30 

large estates, each with a centre. 

6.58 Settlements found in Kent have generally been small and rural, apart from those at 

Canterbury and Dover. The origin of Faversham can be traced back to the 6th century. 

Anglo Saxon remains including a ‘grubhut’ (sunken-featured building) have been 

recorded at Abbey Street (RSK ID 196) and Anglo-Saxon finds have been recovered 

from Preston Street (RSK ID 150), Tanner Street, and at the site of a new post office. 

There is evidence that Anglo-Saxons also reused Roman buildings, such as at Deerton 

Street near Faversham. 

6.59 Nearer to the application site an earthwork at Blacklands Villa is interpreted as Anglo 

Saxon (RSK ID 127). 
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6.60 Most Anglo-Saxon archaeological evidence comes from burials; there is comparatively 

little settlement evidence. The majority of cemeteries are known from the area between 

the former Thames marshlands and the lower reaches of the North Downs, and include 

the Isle of Thanet and the chalk south of the Wantsum Channel. Near to the application 

site, an Anglo Saxon cemetery was excavated at Kingsfield, Faversham. 

6.61 The earliest Anglo-Saxon churches in Britain are in Kent, dating from around AD600. 

The Archbishopric at Canterbury was founded c.AD 598 and the bishopric at Rochester 

in AD 604, the first structures now survive only as buried foundations. An Anglo Saxon 

inhumation (RSK ID 149) and ditch (RSK ID 195) have been excavated in the 

churchyard of the Church of St Mary of Charity in Faversham. 

6.62 Evidence for maritime activity elsewhere is sparse, but Kent does possess the earliest 

clinker-built boat known in Britain. The Graveney boat was uncovered in the marshes 

by the Swale in 1970 and has been dated to the 10th century. 

6.63 Historical texts talk of Kent suffering from Viking raids, although little archaeological 

evidence has yet been found. From 980 onwards Thanet was devastated and 

Canterbury was sacked in 1011. Cnut was defeated in 1017 and his army departed. 

Medieval period 

AD 1066 to AD 1540 

6.64 In addition to cathedrals, minsters and churches, Kent possessed a number of monastic 

houses. Some of these were very ancient, being founded by the Saxon Kings of Kent 

such as at Canterbury (Christ Church Priory and St Augustine’s Abbey), Dover and 

Rochester (St Andrew’s Priory). 

6.65 The Benedictine Abbey of St Saviour's, Faversham (RSK ID 1), was founded in 1148 by 

King Stephen. It was dissolved in 1538 and mostly demolished by 1671. Excavations in 

1965 revealed, however, extensive chalk foundations of a large Abbey with cloisters 

and other attached buildings. A number of burials were also found. Most of the Abbey 

site now lies under the playing fields of Queen Elizabeth's Grammar School.  

6.66 The only surviving standing buildings are 80 Abbey St, a fifteenth century timber framed 

former guest house attached to the main gatehouse and 81 Abbey St (RSK ID 14), 

another fifteenth century timber framed building which may also have formed part of the 

Abbey complex. The inner and outer gatehouses survived until the eighteenth century. 

6.67 Monastic orders became wealthy landowners and the study area for the current 

proposed development probably lay within the estate attached to St Saviour’s until its 

dissolution in 1534. Most of the churches in the surrounding area have medieval 

origins. The nearest to the application site are St Catherine’s and the parish Church of 

St Mary of Charity (RSK IDs 6 & 194).  

6.68 During the medieval period there were a fair number of medieval towns in Kent but they 

were mostly quite small. Civil institutions that existed in the medieval period tended to 

be located in towns. Surviving medieval buildings in Faversham include the Masonic 

Hall (RSK ID 16) and medieval archaeological material has been excavated on Abbey 

Street (RSK IDs 176 & 197), Belvedere Road (RSK ID 193) and East Street (RSK ID 

178). 
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6.69 Fieldwalking at Thorne Key in 1997 recovered artefacts associated with what is 

believed to be a medieval port at Faversham (RSK ID 162). Medieval artefacts have 

also been dredged from Faversham Creek (RSK ID 163) and timber revetments 

exposed (RSK ID 165). 

6.70 Most people lived in small villages and hamlets during this period. Abbey Farmhouse 

(RSK ID 86) and associated buildings (RSK IDs 21, 30 & 75) are all extant medieval 

listed buildings located 500m west of the application site. A farmstead (RSK ID 139) 

was identified to the east of Chambers Crossing during a programme of archaeological 

evaluation encompassing part of the current application site (Canterbury Archaeological 

Trust, 2000). Likely associated with the farmstead, a Medieval field system (RSK ID 

143) was also recorded. Medieval hearths (RSK ID 128) were also found during 

excavations at Blacklands Villa. 

Post medieval and modern periods (drawing on Preston, www.kent.gov.uk) 

1540 - present 

6.71 Ship-building took place in Faversham shipyard (1893 – 1977) (RSK ID 168) to meet 

the needs of fishing. 

6.72 Gillet’s Granaries (RSK ID 107) on the waterfront at Faversham would have processed 

grain for milling. It is thought that the 17th century structure incorporates recycled beams 

from the Abbey. Corn milling by wind and water persisted until the mid 20th century, 

having from the late 19th century slowly given way firstly to steam powered mills (such 

as Provender Mill in Faversham, RSK ID 4), and then to mills in the larger ports. A 

millpond is also speculated at Blacklands (RSK ID 173). 

6.73 During the 18th and 19th centuries industry was increasingly concentrated on the north 

coast of Kent, the Thames and the Medway which offered good waterway 

communication routes with London and other markets. Almost incessant warfare in the 

18th century produced a demand for gunpowder, with works located at Faversham 

(‘Marsh’, ‘Oare’ and the ‘Home Works’). An explosives factory is also located within the 

study area (RSK ID 113). 

6.74 Breweries including Fremlins (RSK ID 23, 24, 25, 27, 80, 81 & 83), Rigdens (RSK ID 

121), and other breweries in Faversham (RSK IDs 112 & 122) used local supplies of 

malt and hops. Tanneries, to meet industrial as well as domestic needs for leather, 

operated in Faversham supplying hides and oak bark. Lime was burnt for the London 

and local building markets from the 17th century. By the mid-19th century lime was 

giving way to Portland cement for building purposes. It was produced in 1830s/40s at 

Faversham (RSK ID 137). 

6.75 Brickmaking, particularly London stock bricks, took off with the developments in London 

after the Napoleonic Wars using brickearth deposits which occur between Gravesend 

and Faversham close to water, facilitated by cheap barge transport. Production was 

centred on the Medway, Milton Creek, Conyer Creek, and Faversham (RSK ID 123 & 

175, see also RSK IDs 130 & 167). The decline of brick-making was partly due to 

competition from cheap Fletton bricks, distributed by rail, from the late 19th century, but 

also the exhaustion of brickearth. The industry has left little trace in the landscape apart 

from changed levels where the clay has been stripped and the topsoil replaced. 
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Site development 

6.76 A summary of observations of the development of the application site and surrounding 

area throughout the later historic and modern periods as illustrated through historical 

mapping and aerial photographs: 

1798 Map of the Hundred of Faversham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3. 1798 Map of the Hundred of Faversham (site shown in red circle) 

6.77 Faversham is depicted with detail such as mills and the Priory. To the north The Abbey 

is shown. The general site area, located to the east of The Abbey, is labelled 

Cooksditch. There are no buildings shown. The green area alongside the watercourse 

probably denotes marshland. The site is probably therefore marginal but exploited 

agricultural land during this period.  
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1842 Faversham Tithe Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4. Site boundary shown on 1842 Faversham Tithe Map 
 

6.78 Figure 4 shows the site boundary on an extract of 1842 tithe mapping, in relation to 

Faversham to the west. In the wider site area, Thorn Creek and Abbey Farm are shown. 

6.79 The field pattern is still discernible today, albeit altered in places, was established by 

this time. 

6.80 There are no mapped features of interest shown within the site boundary. The site 

occupies all or part of nine fields. The tithe apportionment mentions ‘Cooles Ditch Farm’ 

which is clearly a reference to ‘Cooksditch’, as shown on earlier mapping (Figure 3). 

Reference in field names to ‘salts’ may represent salt production. 

6.81 The fields named and described in the tithe apportionment are presented follows: 

• 745 Great Field (Arable)- owned by Abbey Farm 

• 746 Lower Field (Arable)- owned by Abbey Farm 

• 749 Clap Gate Piece (Pasture)- part of Cooles Ditch Farm 

• 750 Meadow (Pasture)- owned by Abbey Farm 

• 751 Coy Orchard (Pasture)- owned by Abbey Farm 

• 752 Hiltons Salts (Pasture)- owned by Abbey Farm 

• 754 Clap Gate Salts (Pasture)- ‘Lands north of Standard Road’ 

• 755 Clap Gate Salts (Pasture)- ‘Lands north of Standard Road’ 

• 756 Part of Thorn Field (Arable)- ‘Lands north of Standard Road’ 
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1877 Ordnance Survey Kent First Edition 1:10560 

6.82 Note- the same information is depicted on the 1881 OS First Edition 1:2500 map. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5. Site boundary shown on 1877 OS mapping 

6.83 The site is apparently located in open pasture (indicated by a central sheep fold, located 

between site boundaries). The site divided across four fields, separated by Thorn Creek 

(note the spring labelled to the south of the site), a trackway, and the western field 

subdivided by a fence or hedge. A track in the eastern field dog-legs and leads towards 

a house (RSK ID 202) with a well. 

6.84 The site access track to the west runs past an apparent trig point marker. 

6.85 The site was at this time divided by the Liberty and Municipal Boundary which has since 

been redefined. 

6.86 To the west of the site Abbey Brick Field (RSK ID 119) is shown comprising a cluster of 

buildings adjacent to a tramway (RSK ID 171). The extent of the associated clay pits is 

minimal and do not reach the site boundary. 
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1897 Ordnance Survey Kent First Revision 1:2500 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6. Site boundary shown on 1897 OS mapping 

6.87 By 1897 the clay pit of Abbey Brick Works has expanded to such an extent so as to 

encompass the south west quarter of the current application site (the maximum extent 

reached within the site boundary). The tramway was also extended to the east from the 

cluster of buildings (labelled to the south of site on Figures 5 & 6). 

6.88 Within the field to the west of Thorn Creek the internal field divisions had been 

rearranged. A trackway running northwest – southeast through the field crossed Thorn 

Creek via a bridge (outside the site boundary). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7. Site boundary shown on 1897 OS map with mapped extent of brickearth 
extraction highlighted 
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1907 Ordnance Survey Kent Second Revision 1:2500 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8. Site boundary shown on 1907 OS map with mapped extent of brickearth 
extraction highlighted 

6.89 No changes were evident since 1897 within the site boundary as shown in the 1907 

mapping. 

6.90 In the wider area the clay pits reached their maximum extent (as shown on historic 

mapping). 

1938 Ordnance Survey Kent Third Revision 1:0560 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 9. Site boundary shown on 1938 OS mapping 
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6.91 No changes are evident within the site boundary on the 1938 mapping. Abbey Field 

(trackway) was established, along with the track running towards the site from the west. 

1946 RAF Aerial Photo 3264 (1066/UK 1 May 1946 F20 541 SQ DN) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10. Site boundary shown on 1946 RAF aerial photo 

1946 RAF Aerial Photo 4263 (1066/UK/1444 1 Apr 1946 F20 541 SQ DN) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 11. Site boundary shown on 1946 RAF aerial photo 
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6.92 By 1946 the site had been restored and was under agricultural use, with the modern 

field system established.  

6.93 The HER cites the aerial photographs reproduced as Figures 10 & 11 on records for 

RSK ID 131: Water cress beds at Thorn Creek, Faversham and RSK ID 167: Possible 

quarry, east of Faversham. It is understood that both HER entries are the result of field 

survey (see below) - since neither heritage asset is visible in the given position on the 

aerial photographs. 

6.94 A source for the identification of the water cress beds is also cited from a ‘personal 

communication’ by a local archaeologist - John Adams recorded the scatter of Roman 

building materials (RSK ID 135- also within the site boundary). Given that it is not 

possible that the scatter of building materials was identified on the aerial photo, it can 

only be assumed that John Adams conducted a field survey of the area in 1991 

whereby the water cress beds were recorded. These are therefore probably not visible 

on aerial photos at all. (Note- the walkover survey for this report found no evidence for 

the watercress beds preserved in the creek any longer, see Figure 15 below). 

6.95 RSK ID 167, the ‘quarry’, is interpreted by the HER more likely as a brickearth ‘scraping’ 

feature associated with Abbey Brickworks. Although nothing is evident on the aerial 

photograph at the grid-reference given, there was a large area of comparable apparent 

activity just to the north of the site (see Figure 11). It is likely therefore that the grid 

reference in the HER is slightly erroneous. This would imply that brickearth extraction 

may have continued following restoration of the Abbey Brickworks diggings / or 

alternatively that the degree of brickearth extraction in the vicinity is more widespread 

than shown on earlier historic mapping.  

1962 Ordnance Survey National Grid 1:2500 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 12. Site boundary shown on 1962 OS mapping 
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6.96 By the 1962 OS edition the extent of the clay pits is no longer depicted due to 

restoration.  

6.97 In the wider area the sewage pumping station was established to the south west of the 

site. 

6.98 Subsequent National Grid mapping of 1976 and 1982 (both 1:10,000 scale) show no 

further changes within the site boundary. 

Modern Aerial Image 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 13. Site boundary shown on modern aerial photo 

6.99 The site is agricultural, of variable quality, as indicated by the variable crop health. This 

is probably the direct result of former clay digging and import of less fertile topsoil 

material. The actual extent of extraction indicated on the modern aerial photograph 

appears to be more than as indicated on the previously presented historic mapping 

(Figure 8). This interpretation of extraction based on the modern aerial image is 

confirmed by ground investigations carried out for the Agricultural Landscape 

Classification Report (see below). In the easternmost field, the site boundary is 

concurrent with clearly lower quality land which has likely been subject to previous 

working. 

6.100 The crop mark green swathe running north – south through Field B is coincident with 

the route of a modern sewer pipeline, two of which run through the site boundary 

(shown on Figure 21). 



 

 

FR Solar Kent Ltd  34 

Abbey Fields Farm, Faversham Archaeological Desk Based Assessment 

660578 (00) 

 

6.101 Outside the site boundary, woodland/scrub has established to the north of the site. The 

bridge shown on 1897 mapping is still present, but the contemporary sheep fold is not 

visible. 

Agricultural Landscape Classification 

6.102 Abbeyfields, Faversham: Agricultural Landscape Classification Report (Redfern, 2015) 

carried out as part of the submission of the current application involved survey 

undertaken by observing site characteristics and using a hand auger to sample soils on 

a grid basis at an approximate density of 1 boring per hectare. 

6.103 The entire site is classified as of either Subgrade 3b or Grade 4 Agricultural Land. 

6.104 The following conclusions are extracted from the report: 

The farmer has reported poor crop yields from the land at Abbeyfields, with particularly 

low yields in the area proposed for the solar farm. Whilst undertaking this survey it was 

observed that the development of the oilseed rape was uneven with patches where the 

crop had not established. This was especially so in the lower lying, wetter areas. This 

poor crop growth could be due to the properties of the restored soil profile. 

6.105 The study does not concur with the historic mapping (Figure 8) showing only half the 

site subject to extraction. Moreover, it concurs with the aerial photo evidence (Figures 

11 & 13) in that brickearth extraction in the vicinity of the site was more widespread.  

6.106 Considering the combined evidence, it is concluded that the entire site has previously 

been subject to brickearth extraction, thereby reducing the potential for the survival of 

archaeological remains at the site. 

Site visit and walkover survey 

6.107 The site was accessed from Abbey Fields (to the north west) on 28th May 2015 on a 

clear day with good visibility. Access was afforded to all areas within the planning 

application boundary. The whole site was cropped with mature rape and surface 

visibility was poor, other than along wheel tracks. 

6.108 The location of heritage assets within/adjacent to the site were visited and the site 

inspected for hitherto unknown heritage assets. No new heritage assets were added to 

the gazetteer as a result of the site visit. 

6.109 Each modern land parcel within the site has been ascribed a letter A – D which are 

shown on Figure 2 and described below. 

6.110 It is proposed to route the grid connection cable along the eastern boundary of Field B 

Field A 

6.111 Including the site access track from Abbey Fields, Field A slopes up to the west and 

contains the local high-point to the north of the track (Figure 14). The high point is of 

interest as it is not located at the site of a trig-point as shown on historic mapping. This 

may be evidence for brickearth extraction lowering/altering the ground level at the site. 

6.112 No quarry/extraction was evident at the site of RSK ID 167 (see Figure 19). 
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Figure 14. Site access leading from Abbey Fields into Field A. Looking east. 

Field B 

6.113 Field B also slopes up to the west (see Figure 20 below). There is no surface evidence 

for brickearth extraction. Similarly, no further Roman building material (as per RSK ID 

135) was observed (which was presumably imported along with restored topsoil).   

6.114 The length of Thorn Creek bounding Field B to the west was walked and no evidence 

for water cress beds or eel weirs in its bed. The speculated mill pond to the south of 

field B is the result of natural springs and the interpretation is considered unlikely. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 15. Thorn Creek. Looking north from southern edge of Field B. 
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Field C 

6.115 Field C is a ‘bowl-shape’ and the site low-point. Natural flint and a background scatter of 

burnt flint and terracotta, as well as modern artefacts were observed in the topsoil. 

6.116 Historical mapping indicates trackways and former field boundary through the field, 

none of which have left a surface signature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 16. Field C. Looking north west 

Field D 

6.117 A small, flat field of poor quality. Rape crop in this field was not mature, giving more 

surface visibility, whereby a background scatter of modern CBM and general modern 

rubbish was observed. 
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Figure 17. Field D. Looking south 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 18. Modern surface artefacts within imported topsoil in Field D 
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Setting 

6.118 The site is surrounded by fields of similar crop. In the wider area the site is overlooked 

from the north by fields containing greenhouses, and further afield the dominant 

landscape feature is Holly Hill to the east. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 19. Existing greenhouses in fields overlooking site to the north. From access 
track in Field A looking north east 

6.119 There is no intervisibility between the site and Faversham, other than with the steeple of 

The Parish Church of St Mary of Charity (RSK ID 6).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 20. Field B from access track looking south. Note steeple of the Parish Church 
of St Mary of Charity (RSK ID 6) in distance to right of shot 



 

 

FR Solar Kent Ltd  39 

Abbey Fields Farm, Faversham Archaeological Desk Based Assessment 

660578 (00) 

 

7 ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL  

7.1 In the study area for the proposed development is a wealth of archaeological evidence 

representing the earliest periods of human occupation of Britain, through to the 

Medieval period. To the direct east of the site is a land surface with earlier prehistoric 

remains cut through it, and buried by colluvial brickearth through which later prehistoric 

– Roman period remains are cut. 

7.2 There is no direct evidence for any archaeological remains within the site itself. Due to 

the high fertility of brickearth deposits, the area was probably farmed in early Medieval 

and Medieval periods. However, these same deposits were exploited through extraction 

starting in the post-medieval period (from at least 1897). Records show that the site 

was restored through the mechanical import of tonnes of topsoil material in 1917, but 

aerial photo evidence, landscape classification and ground-investigations suggest that 

extraction activities continued across the site, possibly until the 1940s or even later:the 

extraction area probably followed land-division boundaries as shown on the historic 

mapping sequence through until 1962 (Figures 4 – 12).  

7.3 The potential for the preservation of any prehistoric, Romano-British and early historic 

periods remains is therefore limited due to likely previous disturbance brought about 

first by the extraction, and later by the restoration activities. 

7.4 Recent archaeological evaluation works comprising trial trenching (Canterbury 

Archaeological Trust, 2000) has been carried out within the site boundary (Fields B & 

D). None of the trenches in these areas identified any archaeological remains.  

7.5 To the east of the site, a separate area of brickearth extraction has recently produced 

prehistoric artefactual material within the imported restoration material. It is likely that 

the backfilled material brought in to the site from elsewhere contains residual 

archaeological material (potential Palaeolithic date). 

 

  



bmusson
Text Box
Figure 21. Proposed development layout
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8 IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

Direct impacts 

8.1 Known archaeological remains reportedly within the site boundary are unlikely to be 

affected by the proposed development: 

8.2 RSK ID 167: Possible quarry - Photographs taken in 1946 show what could possibly 

be a quarry at this point. However, there is nothing marked on any Ordnance Survey 

maps of the area and this is more likely to be a brick earth 'scraping' feature, linked to 

the nearby Abbey brickworks [HER listing]. This quarry site, of negligible archaeological 

significance, has been identified by this assessment as outside the boundary of the 

proposed development (see Figure 11). 

8.3 RSK ID 131: Water cress beds at Thorn Creek - A stream at Thorn Creek has the 

remains of water cress weirs in its bed. It is possible that there are also the remains of 

eel weirs at the site, and the area may formerly have been a mill pond, inferred from its 

shape [HER listing]. The walkover survey has suggested that these remains no longer 

exist. The pond is the result of natural springs and there is no evidence for a mill at the 

site. Thorn Creek is actually outside the site boundary and no impact is anticipated as a 

result of the proposed development. 

8.4 RSK ID 135: Roman building materials -  Remains of Roman building materials were 

previously identified at the Relay station site, near Abbey Farm, Faversham. Differences 

in the soils in the area were also visible during ploughing [HER listing]. These artefacts, 

along with others discovered during evaluation works in a restored brickearth quarry to 

the east of the site, are residual i.e. material contained within imported material used to 

restore the site. Out of context these remains are of limited archaeological significance. 

8.5 There are no known heritage assets along the route of the proposed grid connection 

cable.  

8.6 The potential for archaeological remains of earlier periods surviving within the 

application site has been assessed as negligible/none because of previous extraction 

and restoration works. No impact is therefore predicted in respect of these periods.  

Visual impacts 

8.7 The only designated heritage asset visible from the proposed development site is the 

steeple of the Parish Church of St Mary of Charity (RSK ID 6) (see Figure 20). The 

significance of the church is in no way drawn from the intervisibility with the site. The 

site does not contribute to the significance of St Mary’s church, and a change of land 

use would therefore have no effect.  

8.8 The nearest heritage assets to the site are those connected with Abbey Farmhouse 

(RSK ID 86); comprising barns (RSK IDs 17 & 87) a cart shed (RSK ID 30) and stables 

(RSK IDs 21 & 75). RSK ID 87 is grade I listed. The complex is located in a sheltered 

landscape low-point with no view of the site. The tithe map apportionment document 

records that part of the proposed development site was once owned and farmed by 

Abbey Farm. It is not considered, however, that the nature of the development as 



 

 

FR Solar Kent Ltd  42 

Abbey Fields Farm, Faversham Archaeological Desk Based Assessment 

660578 (00) 

 

proposed has the potential to affect the ability to perceive and understand this historical 

connection, which is not otherwise apparent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 22. Abbey Farm (RSK IDs 17, 21, 30, 75, 86 & 87) looking west towards site.  

8.9 Assets of the highest designation were visited along Abbey Street in Faversham. RSK 

IDs 7, 14, 82 & 104 are all in a linear, enclosed setting with no view towards the 

proposed development site at all. No visual impacts are anticipated at these, or any 

other designated heritage assets in the town. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 23. Abbey Street, Faversham, looking south 
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8.10 The nearest Scheduled Monument is the site of St Saviour’s Abbey (RSK ID 1). There 

is no intervisibility with the site and the archaeological and historical significance would 

in no way be affected by the proposed development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 24. Site of St Saviour’s Abbey (RSK ID 1) looking north west towards site 

8.11 Similarly, there is no view of, or effect on the significance of the nearest Registered 

Park, Faversham Recreation Ground (RSK ID 2). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 25. Faversham Recreation Ground (RSK ID 2) looking north towards site 
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8.12 The only designated asset whose setting would alter as a result of the proposed 

development would be Faversham Town Centre Conservation Area (RSK ID 3). As 

shown on Figure 1, the north eastern boundary of the conservation area is defined by 

Abbey Fields (trackway). 

8.13 The proposed development would not be visible from the vast majority of the 

designated area. Due to the topography, the proposed development would not be 

visible from Abbey Fields to the east of Faversham Creek, adjacent to the site. The only 

part within the conservation area where the proposed development would be glimpsed 

would be from the elevated flood embankment to the west of Faversham Creek and 

north of the wharf, at a distance of c.900m. Only part of the proposed development 

would then be visible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 26. Shot from Grazing Land Opposite Standard Quay (subdivision) in 
Faversham Town Centre Conservation Area looking west towards site 

8.14 This part of the conservation area is within the ‘Creekside’, named ‘Grazing Land 

Opposite Standard Quay’, and described as follows: 

4.20. The unimproved grazing land just beyond the old shipyard forms part of a 

southern finger of the Swale marshes. Here there is another by-passed bend of the 

creek, isolated since 1843 when the creek was straightened to improve navigation. The 

shallow depression of the old channel is still just identifiable and in the wetter places it 

still retains a plant community that contrasts with the surrounding closely grazed turf. 

Here, therefore, it is still possible to trace the slowly vanishing bend of the old creek and 

to see the physical evidence of an historical event of special local significance that 

helped to keep the town's quays and wharves in business for more than another 

hundred years. 

Field B 
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8.15 This area is therefore protected from future development due to its archaeological 

significance (i.e. evidential physical remains), and the according provision as a historical 

‘setting’ which contributes to the significance of Faversham. 

8.16 The proposed development site therefore provides setting to the setting of the 

conservation area.  

8.17 Given this marginal position, the limited degree of visual change and the fact that this 

visual change would not affect the archaeological significance of the Grazing Land 

Opposite Standard Quay, the proposed development would have a negligible effect (i.e. 

less than significant in the terms of NPPF) on Faversham Conservation Area. 

8.18 Further, this assessment notes extensive greenhouses in the area (see wider area on 

Figure 1), thus the visual effect of the proposed solar farm would be more easily 

absorbed in such a landscape. 
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9 CONCLUSIONS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Conclusions 

9.1 This desk based assessment has considered the known and potential archaeological 

resource at the application site using a range of data for a 1km study area.  

9.2 The potential for archaeological remains to be present at the site is considered to be 

negligible/none in light of extraction/restoration works in the late 19th and 20th centuries. 

9.3 The application for a solar farm in this location is possible due to the low-grade of the 

farm land. If brickearth were present, fertility would be higher, and the site boundary 

would be altered. The boundary of the proposal defines the area of previous 

disturbance, and therefore demonstrates the lack of archaeological potential. 

9.4 No significant visual effects from the proposal are identified to designated heritage 

assets or their settings in a 1km study area. 

9.5 Development at the site would not therefore conflict with national or local planning 

policy in respect of the historic environment, and archaeology should not pose a 

constraint to development should planning permission be granted for the scheme.   

Recommendations 

9.6 An archaeological watching brief over any substantial excavations during the 

construction phase of the development is recommended in order to retrieve any residual 

artefactual material that may have been imported to the site during restoration. 

9.7 ‘Substantial excavations’ are likely to comprise groundworks for DNO/inverter cabins, 

cable runs for solar panels and CCTV, any drainage channels, topsoil removal for the 

installation of new access/maintenance tracks, and installation of the grid connection 

cable. 

9.8 Any further works should be carried out according to a site-specific archaeological 

written scheme of investigation, to be issued and approved by Kent County Council’s 

archaeological advisors in advance of the works. 
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Designated Heritage Assets 

RSK 

ID HER SUMMARY STATUS NGR EAST NRTH PERIOD 

1 

DKE19070 / 

MKE4167 / 

MKE4136 

THE SITE OF ST SAVIOUR'S ABBEY, INCLUDING THE REMAINS OF AN IRON 

AGE FARMSTEAD AND FAVERSHAM ROMAN VILLA SM TR 200 1671 

 

2 

DKE19848 / 

MKE76035 FAVERSHAM RECREATION GROUND RPG TR 198 6102 

 3 TR 06 SW 124 FAVERSHAM-TOWN CENTRE, SWALE CA TR 

   

4 

TR 06 SW 

1148 PROVENDER MILL. CORN MILL, SITE, WAREHOUSE LB II TR 1649 61713 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

5 

TR 06 SW 

1260 FORMER GOODS SHED TO FAVERSHAM STATION LB II TR 216 6096 

Post 

Medieval 

6 

TR 06 SW 

1293 THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST MARY OF CHARITY LB I TR 1822 61535 

Medieval to 

Modern 

7 

TR 06 SW 

1432 ARDEN'S HOUSE LB II* TR 182 6172 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

8 

TR 06 SW 

1379 10, 11 AND 11A COURT STREET LB II TR 1606 61482 

Medieval to 

Modern 

9 

TR 06 SW 

1186 THE KING'S HEAD INN LB II TR 172 6165 

Post 

Medieval 

10 

TR 06 SW 

1190 23 AND 24 ABBEY STREET LB II TR 176 6168 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

11 

TR 06 SW 

1192 31 AND 32 ABBEY STREET LB II TR 178 6171 

Post 

Medieval 
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RSK 

ID HER SUMMARY STATUS NGR EAST NRTH PERIOD 

12 

TR 06 SW 

1217 ANCHOR COTTAGE LB II TR 193 6190 

Post 

Medieval 

13 

TR 06 SW 

1216 63 AND 64 ABBEY STREET LB II TR 189 6180 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

14 

TR 06 SW 

1215 81 ABBEY STREET LB II* TR 181 6171 Medieval 

15 

TR 06 SW 

1214 THE PHOENIX PUBLIC HOUSE LB II TR 173 6162 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

16 

TR 06 SW 

1187 THE MASONIC HALL LB II* TR 1851 61636 

Medieval to 

Modern 

17 

TR 06 SW 

1193 FAVERSHAM ABBEY MAJOR BARN LB II* TR 211 6176 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

18 

TR 06 SW 

1181 FLINT HOUSE. GRAMMAR SCHOOL LB II TR 183 6141 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

19 

TR 06 SW 

1234 BOUNDARY STONE 50 METRES NORTH WEST OF GARDENER'S LODGE LB II TR 202 6096 

Post 

Medieval 

20 

TR 06 SW 

1238 GARDENER'S LODGE LB II TR 203 6090 

Post 

Medieval 

21 

TR 06 SW 

1315 MEDIAEVAL STABLES AT ABBEY FARM LB II* TR 216 6180 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

22 

TR 06 SW 

1361 

OFFICE AND WAREHOUSE ABOUT 15 METRES NORTH OF PROVENDER 

MILL (GILLETTS LIMITED) LB II TR 194 6195 

Post 

Medieval 

23 

TR 06 SW 

1360 BREWERY HOUSE, FREMLINS BREWERY LB II TR 169 6157 

Post 

Medieval 
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RSK 

ID HER SUMMARY STATUS NGR EAST NRTH PERIOD 

24 

TR 06 SW 

1359 BREWHOUSE, MALTHOUSE AND HOP STORES AT FREMLINS BREWERY LB II TR 170 6153 

Post 

Medieval 

25 

TR 06 SW 

1358 AIR COMPRESSOR ROOM AND STABLING, FREMLIN BREWERY LB II TR 175 6154 

Post 

Medieval 

26 

TR 06 SW 

1269 

WAREHOUSE ABOUT 15 METRES NORTH WEST OF PROVENDER MILL 

(GILLETTS LIMITED) LB II TR 193 6194 

Post 

Medieval 

27 

TR 06 SW 

1282 LABORATORY (FORMERLY OFFICES) TO FREMLINS BREWERY LB II TR 167 6154 

Post 

Medieval 

28 

TR 06 SW 

1264 MASS GRAVE TO 1916 MUNITIONS EXPLOSION VICTIMS LB II TR 254 6092 Modern 

29 

TR 06 SW 

1259 FAVERSHAM CHANDLERY LB II TR 161 6166 

Post 

Medieval 

30 

TR 06 SW 

1258 

CARTSHED AND ADJOINING SHED ABOUT 80 METRES SOUTH EAST OF 

ABBEY FARMHOUSE LB II TR 216 6177 

Post 

Medieval 

31 

TR 06 SW 

1257 3 ABBEY ROAD LB II TR 199 6185 

Post 

Medieval 

32 

TR 06 SW 

1301 34 ABBEY STREET LB II TR 179 6172 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

33 

TR 06 SW 

1310 

GUTTER SETTS AND GUTTER EXTENDING ALONG THE OUTER PART OF THE 

PAVEMENT FROM NO 81 AS FAR SOUTH AS NO 99 (PHOENIX PUBLIC 

HOUSE) LB II TR 176 6166 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

34 

TR 06 SW 

1392 23 COURT STREET LB II TR 165 6156 

Medieval to 

Modern 

35 

TR 06 SW 

1373 4 EAST STREET LB II TR 165 6132 

Post 

Medieval 

36 

TR 06 SW 

1372 17-19 EAST STREET LB II TR 174 6131 

Post 

Medieval 
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RSK 

ID HER SUMMARY STATUS NGR EAST NRTH PERIOD 

37 

TR 06 SW 

1413 CHURCH OF ENGLAND JUNIOR SCHOOL LB II TR 178 6139 

Post 

Medieval 

38 

TR 06 SW 

1409 STANDARD COTTAGES LB II TR 190 6189 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

39 

TR 06 SW 

1171 2, 3 AND 3A EAST STREET LB II TR 164 6132 

Medieval to 

Modern 

40 

TR 06 SW 

1172 5 EAST STREET LB II TR 166 6132 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

41 

TR 06 SW 

1173 16 EAST STREET LB II TR 172 6131 

Post 

Medieval 

42 

TR 06 SW 

1139 COOKSDITCH LB II* TR 1772 61320 

Post 

Medieval 

43 

TR 06 SW 

1146 2 MIDDLE ROW LB II TR 162 6142 

Post 

Medieval 

44 

TR 06 SW 

1249 

BOLLARD WITHIN THE CURTILAGE OF NOS 8 AND 9 ON THE CORNER OF 

PARTRIDGE LANE AND COURT STREET LB II TR 160 6147 

Post 

Medieval 

45 

TR 06 SW 

1250 18 COURT STREET LB II TR 163 6152 

Post 

Medieval 

46 

TR 06 SW 

1221 20-22 COURT STREET LB II TR 164 6155 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

47 

TR 06 SW 

1222 25 COURT STREET LB II TR 166 6158 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

48 

TR 06 SW 

1229 WALL ENCLOSING GARDEN BEHIND NO 25 ON NORTH SIDE LB II TR 164 6159 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 
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RSK 

ID HER SUMMARY STATUS NGR EAST NRTH PERIOD 

49 

TR 06 SW 

1231 40 COURT STREET LB II TR 162 6144 

Post 

Medieval 

50 

TR 06 SW 

1232 

STONE SETTS IN PAVEMENT WITHIN CURTILAGE OF NOS 39, 39A AND 40 

TO WEST SIDE LB II TR 162 6146 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

51 

TR 06 SW 

1233 41 COURT STREET LB II TR 161 6144 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

52 

TR 06 SW 

1230 FREMLINS OFFICES (INCLUDING EAST WING AND BILLIARD ROOM) LB II* TR 1663 61512 

Medieval to 

Modern 

53 

TR 06 SW 

1332 THE COAL EXCHANGE INN LB II TR 162 6163 

Post 

Medieval 

54 

TR 06 SW 

1270 55 AND 55A EAST STREET LB II TR 165 6130 

Post 

Medieval 

55 

TR 06 SW 

1306 39 AND 39A COURT STREET LB II TR 163 6146 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

56 

TR 06 SW 

1305 OMNIBUS ENQUIRY OFFICE LB II TR 161 6144 

Post 

Medieval 

57 

TR 06 SW 

1304 24 COURT STREET LB II TR 166 6157 

Post 

Medieval 

58 

TR 06 SW 

1303 

BOLLARD WITHIN THE CURTILAGE OF NO 25 ON THE CORNER OF COURT 

STREET AND QUAY LANE LB II TR 167 6158 

Post 

Medieval 

59 

TR 06 SW 

1302 17 COURT STREET LB II TR 162 6151 

Post 

Medieval 

60 

TR 06 SW 

1300 19 COURT STREET LB II TR 163 6154 

Post 

Medieval 

61 

TR 06 SW 

1298 8 AND 9 COURT STREET LB II TR 159 6146 

Post 

Medieval 



 

 

FR Solar Kent Ltd  54 

Abbey Fields Farm, Faversham Archaeological Desk Based Assessment 

660578 (00) 

 

RSK 

ID HER SUMMARY STATUS NGR EAST NRTH PERIOD 

62 

TR 06 SW 

1296 94 AND 95 ABBEY STREET LB II TR 174 6163 

Medieval to 

Modern 

63 TR 06 SW 57 THE TRAINING SHIP 'HASARDE' OR ' HAZARD', FAVERSHAM LB II* TR 174 6131 

Medieval to 

Modern 

64 

TR 06 SW 

1441 10-12 ABBEY STREET LB II TR 171 6163 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

65 

TR 06 SW 

1439 15, 16, 17 AND 18 ABBEY STREET LB II TR 173 6166 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

66 

TR 06 SW 

1438 21 AND 22 ABBEY STREET LB II TR 175 6168 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

67 

TR 06 SW 

1437 29 AND 30 ABBEY STREET LB II TR 178 6171 

Post 

Medieval 

68 

TR 06 SW 

1436 50 AND 51 ABBEY STREET LB II TR 192 6187 

Post 

Medieval 

69 

TR 06 SW 

1434 59-62 ABBEY STREET LB II TR 191 6182 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

70 

TR 06 SW 

1444 82 AND 83 ABBEY STREET LB II TR 179 6169 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

71 

TR 06 SW 

1431 ST SAVIOUR'S CHURCH LB II TR 200 6123 

Post 

Medieval 

72 

TR 06 SW 

1445 FORMER WILLIAM GIBBS SCHOOL LB II TR 187 6136 

Post 

Medieval 

73 

TR 06 SW 

1453 OYSTER BAY HOUSE LB II TR 212 6203 

Post 

Medieval 
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RSK 

ID HER SUMMARY STATUS NGR EAST NRTH PERIOD 

74 

TR 06 SW 

1235 ROYAL CINEMA LB II TR 162 6136 Modern 

75 

TR 06 SW 

1311 STABLES ABOUT 30 METRES EAST SOUTH EAST OF ABBEY FARMHOUSE LB II TR 214 6181 

Post 

Medieval 

76 

TR 06 SW 

1253 

WAREHOUSE ABOUT 15 METRES NORTH EAST OF PROVENDER MILL 

(GILLETTS LIMITED) LB II TR 195 6195 

Post 

Medieval 

77 

TR 06 SW 

1228 

WALL AND GATE PIERS TO FREMLINS BREWERY BETWEEN OFFICE AND 

LABORATORY LB II TR 166 6153 

Post 

Medieval 

78 

TR 06 SW 

1247 WALL AND GATE PIER BETWEEN LABORATORY AND BREWERY HOUSE LB II TR 168 6156 

Post 

Medieval 

79 

TR 06 SW 

1223 

WAREHOUSE ABOUT 30 METRES NORTH EAST OF PROVENDER MILL 

(GILLETTS LIMITED) LB II TR 197 6196 

Post 

Medieval 

80 

TR 06 SW 

1236 MALTHOUSE, FREMLINS BREWERY LB II TR 175 6150 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

81 

TR 06 SW 

1227 OLD TUN ROOM, FREMLINS BREWERY LB II TR 170 6150 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

82 

TR 06 SW 

1219 84 ABBEY STREET LB II* TR 179 6168 

Post 

Medieval 

83 

TR 06 SW 

1225 CARPENTERS SHOP, FREMLINS BREWERY LB II TR 172 6156 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

84 

TR 06 SW 

1100 STANDARD HOUSE LB II TR 203 6199 

Post 

Medieval 

85 

TR 06 SW 

1165 42 AND 43 COURT STREET LB II TR 161 6143 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 
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RSK 

ID HER SUMMARY STATUS NGR EAST NRTH PERIOD 

86 

TR 06 SW 

1141 ABBEY FARMHOUSE LB II* TR 209 6183 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

87 

TR 06 SW 

1140 FAVERSHAM ABBEY MINOR BARN LB I TR 212 6173 Medieval 

88 

TR 06 SW 

1126 FIGHTING COCKS COTTAGES LB II TR 190 6170 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

89 

TR 06 SW 

1138 

WALLS TO NORTH EAST AND SOUTH WEST OF THE MASONIC HALL, 

INCLUDING GATEWAY TO THE NORTH EAST LB II TR 183 6160 

Post 

Medieval 

90 

TR 06 SW 

1150 1 AND 2 ABBEY ROAD LB II TR 196 6190 

Post 

Medieval 

91 

TR 06 SW 

1136 3 AND 4 ABBEY STREET LB II TR 168 6160 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

92 

TR 06 SW 

1135 5 ABBEY STREET LB II TR 168 6161 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

93 

TR 06 SW 

1084 6 ABBEY STREET LB II TR 169 6162 

Post 

Medieval 

94 

TR 06 SW 

1082 7 ABBEY STREET LB II TR 169 6162 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

95 

TR 06 SW 

1081 8 AND 9 ABBEY STREET LB II TR 170 6162 

Post 

Medieval 

96 

TR 06 SW 

1080 19 ABBEY STREET LB II TR 174 6167 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

97 

TR 06 SW 

1079 20 ABBEY STREET LB II TR 175 6167 

Post 

Medieval 
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RSK 

ID HER SUMMARY STATUS NGR EAST NRTH PERIOD 

98 

TR 06 SW 

1114 25-28 ABBEY STREET LB II TR 177 6170 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

99 

TR 06 SW 

1089 

GRANITE SETTS AND GUTTER EXTENDING ALONG THE OUTER PART OF 

THE PAVEMENT FROM NO 3 ABBEY STREET AS FAR NORTH AS NO 34 LB II TR 172 6164 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

100 

TR 06 SW 

1123 LAMP POSTS ON PAVEMENT OUTSIDE NOS 3, 7, 14, 20, 28 AND 34 LB II TR 172 6164 

Post 

Medieval 

101 

TR 06 SW 

1122 WAREHOUSE IN ABBEY GREEN TO EAST OF NOS 59 TO 62 (CONSECUTIVE) LB II TR 194 6181 

Post 

Medieval 

102 

TR 06 SW 

1121 WALL ENCLOSING GARDEN BEHIND ARDEN'S HOUSE ON THE NORTH SIDE LB II TR 183 6173 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

103 

TR 06 SW 

1120 85 AND 86 ABBEY STREET LB II TR 178 6167 

Post 

Medieval 

104 

TR 06 SW 

1119 87 TO 92 ABBEY STREET LB II* TR 1773 61664 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

105 

TR 06 SW 

1118 

LAMP POSTS ON PAVEMENT OUTSIDE NOS 80, 81, 83, 91, 95 AND SOUTH 

OF NO 99 LB II TR 175 6165 

Post 

Medieval 

106 

TR 06 SW 

1117 1 BELVEDERE ROAD LB II TR 163 6162 

Post 

Medieval 

107 

TR 06 SW 

1334 GILLETT'S GRANARIES LB II* TR 1963 61940 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

108 

TR 06 SW 

1433 EWELL FARMHOUSE LB II* TR 3537 60848 

Medieval to 

Modern 
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Non-designated Heritage Assets 

RSK ID HER SUMMARY STATUS NGR EAST NRTH PERIOD 

109 

TQ 85 SE 

300 CHATHAM AND DOVER RAILWAY MON TR 

  

Post 

Medieval 

110 

TR 26 NW 

212 Faversham & Ramsgate Harbour Railway MON TR 

  

Post 

Medieval 

111 

TR 06 SW 

223 Bronze Age or Iron Age pottery find, at Abbey Fields FS TR 26 619 

Late Neolithic 

to Late Iron 

Age 

112 

TR 06 SW 

226 Malt house, Abbey Road, Faversham MON TR 196 6185 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

113 

TR 06 SW 

128 

EXPLOSIVES FACTORY. Long-Airdox (Cardox) Ltd Abbey Works, 

Faversham MON TR 167 6154 Modern 

114 

TR 06 SW 

154 WRECK. Remains of unidentified barge, Faversham WRECK TR 197 6202 Modern 

115 

TR 06 SW 

155 WRECK. Unidentified craft, Faversham Creek, Faversham WRECK TR 198 6202 Modern 

116 

TR 06 SW 

156 WRECK. Remains of unidentified barge, Faversham WRECK TR 254 6224 Modern 

117 

TR 06 SW 

183 Roman ditch, Crescent Rd, Faversham MON TR 171 6134 Roman 

118 

TR 06 SW 

187 Rectangular earthwork enclosures, Faversham MON TR 223 6201 

Post 

Medieval 

119 

TR 06 SW 

186 Abbey Fields Brickworks, Faversham MON TR 24 617 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

120 

TR 06 SW 

192 Prehistoric settlement, Queen Elizabeth's Grammar School, Faversham MON TR 185 6160 Iron Age 

121 

TR 06 SW 

193 Rigden's Brewery, Faversham MON TR 174 6152 

Post 

Medieval to 
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RSK ID HER SUMMARY STATUS NGR EAST NRTH PERIOD 

Modern 

122 

TR 06 SW 

209 Maltings, Court street, Faversham MON TR 164 6146 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

123 

TR 06 SW 

205 Brickworks, Whitstable Road, Faversham MON TR 225 6105 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

124 

TR 06 SW 

211 Roman building materials, Faversham FS TR 271 6140 Roman 

125 

TR 06 SW 

212 Blacklands Villa, Graveney MON TR 373 6150 Roman 

126 

TR 06 SW 

213 Possible enclosure cropmark near School Farm, Graveney MON TR 390 6153 Prehistoric 

127 

TR 06 SW 

214 

Unidentified earthwork feature, near Blacklands Roman villa site, 

Graveney MON TR 392 6175 

Roman to 

Early 

Medieval or 

Anglo-Saxon 

128 

TR 06 SW 

215 Hearths, near Blacklands villa site, Graveney MON TR 385 6186 

Early 

Medieval or 

Anglo-Saxon 

to Medieval 

129 

TR 06 SW 

216 Blacklands dam, Graveney MON TR 37 617 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

130 

TR 06 SW 

197 Post medieval brick structure (probably clay mill) MON TR 203 6186 

Post 

Medieval 

131 

TR 06 SW 

219 Water cress beds at Thorn Creek, Faversham MON TR 28 616 

Post 

Medieval 

132 TR 06 SW Roman finds, Abbey Farm, Faversham FS TR 27 614 Roman 
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RSK ID HER SUMMARY STATUS NGR EAST NRTH PERIOD 

221 

133 

TR 06 SW 

222 Abbey field sites - unspecified artefact FS TR 25 618 Prehistoric? 

134 

TR 06 SW 

236 Prehistoric finds, Abbey Fields, Faversham FS TR 25 618 Prehistoric 

135 

TR 06 SW 

1468 

Roman building materials, Relay station site, near Abbey Farm, 

Faversham FS TR 2670 61629 Roman 

136 

TR 06 SW 

208 Lady Dane Works, Faversham MON TR 276 6106 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

137 

TR 06 SW 

182 Faversham cement works MON TR 175 6179 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

138 

TR 06 SW 

228 Finds from Roman ploughsoils at Abbey Fields, Faversham FS TR 22 615 Roman 

139 

TR 06 SW 

237 Medieval Farmstead, Abbey Fields, Faversham MON TR 3307 61111 Medieval 

140 

TR 06 SW 

238 Bronze Age and early Iron Age occupation MON TR 3319 61060 

Early Bronze 

Age to Early 

Iron Age 

141 

TR 06 SW 

239 Possible Late Mesolithic to Early Neolithic Occupation Site, Faversham MON TR 2955 61440 

Late 

Mesolithic 

142 

TR 06 SW 

240 Late Neolithic/early Bronze Age field system, Abbey Fields, Faversham MON TR 3155 61295 

Late Neolithic 

to Early 

Bronze Age 

143 

TR 06 SW 

241 Medieval field system, Abbey Fields, Faversham MON TR 3132 61235 Medieval 
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RSK ID HER SUMMARY STATUS NGR EAST NRTH PERIOD 

144 

TR 06 SW 

242 

Possible Later Bronze Age/Early Iron Age Farmstead, Abbey Fields, 

Faversham MON TR 2926 61478 

Middle 

Bronze Age 

to Early Iron 

Age 

145 

TR 06 SW 

243 Late Iron Age/Roman Farmstead Settlement, Abbey Fields, Faversham MON TR 2965 61423 

Late Iron Age 

to Roman 

146 

TR 06 SW 

244 Romano-British Pit, Abbey Fields, Faversham MON TR 334 6144 Roman 

147 

TR 06 SW 

96 White plaque on 42 Abbey Street, Faversham BLD TR 191 6185 Modern 

149 

TR 06 SW 

18 

Romano-British building remains and altar, and an Anglo-saxon 

inhumation, Faversham MON TR 181 6153 

Roman to 

Early 

Medieval or 

Anglo-Saxon 

150 

TR 06 SW 

33 Anglo-Saxon loom weight, Faversham FS TR 166 6128 

Early 

Medieval or 

Anglo-Saxon 

151 

TR 06 SW 

34 Iron Age brooch and Roman finds, Faversham FS TR 2 61 Iron Age 

152 

TR 06 SW 

39 Early Iron Age pottery, Faversham FS TR 2 61 Early Iron Age 

153 

TR 06 SW 

23 Possible site of a Roman Building, east of Faversham MON TR 25 618 Roman 

154 

TR 06 SW 

61 Rubbish pits, one Roman and four post medieval, Faversham MON TR 173 6128 

Late Iron Age 

to Post 

Medieval 

155 

TR 06 SW 

69 Late Iron Age coin, Faversham FS TR 2 61 Late Iron Age 

156 

TR 06 SW 

72 Mesolithic tranchet axe, near Faversham FS TR 2 61 Mesolithic 
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RSK ID HER SUMMARY STATUS NGR EAST NRTH PERIOD 

157 

TR 06 SW 

75 Cropmark of a possible Roman building, Faversham MON TR 222 6172 Roman 

158 

TR 06 SW 

125 Anglo-Saxon brooch, Faversham FS TR 2 61 

Early 

Medieval or 

Anglo-Saxon 

159 

TR 06 SW 

1001 Site of Pollock's Ship Yard, Faversham Creek MON TR 195 6201 Modern 

160 

TR 06 SW 

246 Site of a possible 'Villa' at Chambers Crossing, east of Faversham MON TR 297 6124 Roman 

161 

TR 06 SW 

1004 

Medieval/post-medieval revetments and remains on former east bank, 

Faversham Creek MON TR 175 6182 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

162 

TR 06 SW 

1014 The medieval port of Faversham, Thorne Key MON TR 282 6237 

Early Iron Age 

to Post 

Medieval 

163 

TR 06 SW 

1015 Bethersden marble fragments, Faversham Creek, Faversham FS TR 220 6226 Medieval 

164 

TR 06 SW 

1021 Revetments and Roman building material, Faversham Creek MON TR 324 6268 Roman 

165 

TR 06 SW 

1026 Timber revetment, Faversham Creek MON TR 324 6268 Medieval 

166 

TR 06 SW 

1048 Possible rig and furrow MON TR 4035 62075 

Post 

Medieval 

167 

TR 06 SW 

1047 Possible quarry, east of Faversham MON TR 3008 61927 

Post 

Medieval 

168 

TR 06 SW 

1046 Shipyard, Faversham MON TR 1866 62095 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 
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169 

TR 06 SW 

1045 WRECK. Group of four unidentified small vessels, Faversham MAR TR 1985 62025 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

170 

TR 06 SW 

1061 Workshop associated with Abbey Fields brickworks, Faversham MON TR 2 61 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

171 

TR 06 SW 

1062 Tramway, associated with Abbey Fields brickworks, Faversham MON TR 227 6174 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

172 

TR 06 SW 

1065 Blacklands fishpond, Graveney MON TR 36 617 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

173 

TR 06 SW 

1066 Blacklands millpond, Graveney MON TR 36 617 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

174 

TR 06 SW 

86 Plaque on White House, Court Street, Faversham BLD TR 161 6144 

Post 

Medieval 

175 

TR 06 SW 

252 Brickearth diggings and post-medieval claypit, Abbey Road, Faversham MON TR 2060 61810 

Post 

Medieval 

176 

TR 06 SW 

261 

Medieval pottery assemblages in the vicinity of Arden's House, Abbey St, 

Faversham MON TR 1853 61676 Medieval 

177 

TR 06 SW 

306 Probable prehistoric pit, Abbey Road, Faversham MON TR 246 6181 

Later 

Prehistoric 

178 

TR 06 SW 

260 A medieval yard surface at 17-19 East Street, Faversham MON TR 1744 61325 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

179 MKE73137 Early Medieval copper alloy bridle fitting FS TR 2170 61090 

Early 

Medieval or 

Anglo-Saxon 



 

 

FR Solar Kent Ltd  64 

Abbey Fields Farm, Faversham Archaeological Desk Based Assessment 

660578 (00) 

 

RSK ID HER SUMMARY STATUS NGR EAST NRTH PERIOD 

180 MKE73157 Medieval copper alloy harness pendant FS TR 3300 60800 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

181 MKE73361 Medieval dress and personal accessories FS TR 3500 61300 Medieval 

182 MKE73663 Iron Age copper alloy coin FS TR 2100 61700 Iron Age 

183 MKE73081 Medieval copper alloy harness pendant FS TR 3300 60800 Medieval 

184 MKE73060 Roman silver coin FS TR 4100 61600 Roman 

185 MKE73080 Post Medieval copper alloy weight FS TR 3300 60800 

Post 

Medieval 

186 

TR 06 SW 

1467 Flint scatter at Lower Thorn Creek MON TR 28 624 

Lower 

Palaeolithic 

to Post 

Medieval 

187 

TR 06 SW 

273 A possible Roman pit, Abbey Road, Faversham MON TR 205 6192 Roman 

188 

TR 06 SW 

274 Late prehistoric flints and pot sherds, Whitstable Road, Faversham FS TR 1960 61265 

Late Neolithic 

to Roman 

189 

TR 06 SW 

275 Prehistoric flints, Belvedere Road, Faversham MON TR 180 6185 

Later 

Prehistoric 

190 

TR 06 SW 

300 Victorian pillar box, 27 Abbey Street BLD TR 177 6169 

Post 

Medieval 

191 

TR 06 SW 

304 17th century wooden lined tanks, Belvedere Road, Faversham MON TR 167 6172 

Post 

Medieval 

192 

TR 06 SW 

305 18th/19th century cottages, Belvedere Road, Faversham MON TR 168 6170 

Post 

Medieval to 

Modern 

193 

TR 06 SW 

293 Medieval wall, Belvedere Road, Faversham MON TR 176 6176 Medieval 

194 

TR 06 SW 

309 Medieval walls, St Mary of Charity churchyard, Faversham MON TR 181 6155 Medieval 
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195 

TR 06 SW 

310 Anglo-Saxon ditch, St Mary of Charity churchyard, Faversham MON TR 183 6156 

Early 

Medieval or 

Anglo-Saxon 

196 

TR 06 SW 

1459 Possible Anglo-Saxon features, Abbey Street, Faversham MON TR 171 6160 

Early 

Medieval or 

Anglo-Saxon 

197 

TR 06 SW 

1460 Medieval and post medieval occupation, Abbey Street, Faversham MON TR 171 6160 

Medieval to 

Post 

Medieval 

198 MKE85849 Abbey Farm FARM TR 213 6179 

Post 

Medieval 

199 MKE85850 Yard West of Abbey Farm FARM TR 202 6182 

Post 

Medieval 

200 MKE85899 Lady Dane (Ladydane) FARM TR 264 6093 

Post 

Medieval 

201 MKE85919 Outfarm south west of Sandbanks Farm FARM TR 358 6240 

Post 

Medieval 

202 MKE85920 Yard north west of School Farm FARM TR 327 6179 

Post 

Medieval 

203 MKE85921 School Farm FARM TR 366 6116 

Post 

Medieval 

204 MKE85922 Ewel Farm FARM TR 355 6088 

Post 

Medieval 

205 MKE89004 Sheepfold on Ham Marshes FARM TR 255 6278 

Post 

Medieval 

206 

TR 06 SW 

312 Neolithic worked flints, Blacklands FS TR 374 6148 Neolithic 

207 

TR 06 SW 

313 Bronze Age activity, Blacklands MON TR 374 6147 

Middle 

Bronze Age 
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RSK ID HER SUMMARY STATUS NGR EAST NRTH PERIOD 

208 

TR 06 SW 

317 

Late Iron Age or Roman ditch, Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, 

Faversham MON TR 203 6157 

Late Iron Age 

to Roman 

209 

TR 06 SW 

318 

Late Iron Age or Roman ditch and pit, Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, 

Faversham MON TR 197 6156 

Late Iron Age 

to Roman 

210 

TR 06 SW 

322 A handaxe, Abbey Fields, Faversham FS TR 307 6136 

Lower 

Palaeolithic 

211 

TR 06 SW 

270 Iron Age settlement, Faversham MON TR 204 6171 

Late Iron Age 

to Roman 

212 

TR 06 SW 

330 White plaque on 15 Whitstable Road, Faversham BLD TR 210 6119 Modern 
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Historic Environment Events (500m) 

RSK ID HER ID SUMMARY ORGANISATION YEAR 

213 EKE8902 Evaluation on Land at Abbey Fields, Faversham Canterbury Archaeological Trust 2000 

214 EKE10278 

Historic Environment of the North Kent Coast: Rapid Coastal 

Zone Assessment Survey Wessex Archaeology 2000 

215 EWX8094 

North Kent Coast Rapid Coastal Zone Assessment Survey 

Phase II: Field Assessment (Pilot) Photo Survey Wessex Archaeology 2002 

216 EWX8626 

Assessment Survey, North Kent Coastal Zone: Phase ll, Year 

Two. Field Observations Wessex Archaeology 2005 

217 EKE8311 Watching Brief at Graveny Road Archaeology South-East 1995 

218 EKE9301 

Watching Brief at Abbey Road Faversham during 

groundworks on sewer network Archaeology South-East 2005 

219 EWX6601 

Watching Brief on Sewerage Scheme at Abbey Fields, 

Faversham Canterbury Archaeological Trust 1998 

220 EKE12272 Watching brief on a pipeline at Abbey Fields, Faversham Canterbury Archaeological Trust 2008 

221 EKE8340 Watching Brief at 60 Cheney Road, Faversham 

Swale and Thames 

Archaeological Survey Company 1996 

222 

 

Abbey Park Faversham DBA Lawson-Price 1996 

223 EKE11729 Study of the buildings of Abbey Farm, Faversham 

Julia Bennett and Anthony 

Blackwell 1988 

224 EKE4827 RCHME Field Observation: Faversham's Explosives Industry RCHME 1991 

225 EKE13115 Trial trenching, Abbey Fields, Faversham Kent Archaeological Rescue Unit 1997 

226 EWX6585 Survey of land at Chambers Crossing, Faversham 

Faversham Archaeological 

Research Group 1967 

 

 




