
CAT 442 - Mount 
K1386 + K1685    

Treatment Report 

Conservation Started: 21.09.15 
Conservation Finished: 21.09.15 
Conservator: Lizzie Miller 
Time Taken: 2 hours, including digital photography, report, conservation and packing. 
 
Dimensions before: 
K1386: Panel- (L) 30mm (W) 9mm (D) 1mm, Pin – (L) 5mm (D) 1mm, Soil/ fragment (L) 6mm (W) 3mm 
(D) 2mm 
K1685: 13mm(L) 5mm(W) 
Dimensions after: 
29.3mm(L) 9.3mm(W) 0.6mm(Th) 
 
Weight before:  
K1386: 0.98g 
K1685: 0.43g 
Weight after: 1.40g 
 
Digital photography: Taken with a Canon 1100 D camera, under daylight and with a Keyence VH-Z20R 
Digital Microscope, under artificial light. Taken before and after. 
 
Annotation on any of the storage bags or boxes: n/a 
 

Description:  
Two parts of a gold (low purity), rectangular sheet-metal fitting with filigree decoration, probably from a 
hilt-grip. Both are torn, misshapen and incomplete. Pair with K1380/K1687. It has two rivet holes at the 
corners of the complete end, and one remaining at the other. One small nail was found associated, of 
the same metal alloy. It has a small flat head and a facetted shank that tapers to a point. The mount’s 
surviving curvature and convex form suggests the moulded grip of a sword. The filigree is fine. The 
decoration combines beaded, twisted and plain wires, with bands of scrollwork and herringbone 
pattern, framed with beaded wire. The filigree is worn flat in places from moderate to heavy wear. The 
reverse is plain. (CF)  

Associated Objects:   

Pre-Conservation Condition: Visual and microscopic examination using Meiji BM 47941 stereo 
microscope 2-10x magnification. 

Soil deposits within the decorative recesses. Both parts are torn and deformed. 

Treatment: Carried out using a Meiji BM 46941 stereo microscope 2-10x magnification. 
Purpose: Study / Analysis  
Aim: Cleaning/ Reassembly 



Materials: Soft natural/synthetic brushes, thorn in pin vice/holder, IMS on metals, cotton wool swabs, 
cocktail stick, IMS, 20% & 40% Paraloid B72 (w/v) in acetone 
 
Both fragments were further cleaned using a fine thorn tip secured in a pin vice and a small pure bristle 
brush. IMS was used to soften the soil to facilitate removal. Loose particles of soil were then removed 
with an air puffer. 
 
The two parts were re-joined using 40% Paraloid B-72(ethyl methacrylate copolymer). The join was 
reinforced by adhering a small piece of polyester webbing to the reverse of the join with 20% Paraloid B-
72 (w/v) in acetone. 
 
A paper K number was adhered to the back of K1386 with 20% Paraloid B-72 (w/v) in acetone applied 
with a paintbrush. 
 
A storage box padded with white polyethylene foam was made for housing the object 
 
 
Post-Conservation Condition/Findings:  
 
Key Features:  

• Sheet metal  with filigree  
• Fitting with rivet pin + holes 
• Low purity gold 

 
Analysis Undertaken:  
Samples:  
References: 
 

 


