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Archaeology Wales Limited (AW) has been commissioned by Traditional Products Limited to carry 
out an Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment and Visual Impact Analysis for a retrospective 
planning application relating to a storage unit on Whittington Road, Oswestry, Shropshire. The local 
planning authority is Shropshire Council, and the planning reference is 16/02139/FUL. 

The development site overlooks the historic landscape characterised as Principal Settled  Farmlands. 
This landscape is generally well-preserved, but the parcel to the north of the new unit has slightly less 
coherence due to surrounding development. The overall significance of effect of the development on 
this landscape is considered to be negligible. 

There are two significant monuments recorded within the study area; Old Oswestry hillfort (Historic 
England No: 1014899), which includes two sections of Wat’s Dyke, and another 80m section of the 
Dyke in Oswestry (Historic England No: 1020564). Old Oswestry is one the finest Iron Age hillforts 
in Britain. Occupation at Old Oswestry dates back to the Bronze Age, and there is evidence for re-use 
during the Roman and early medieval periods. Incorporation of the hillfort into the eighth century 
Wat’s Dyke, is of particular archaeological and historical importance. The overall value of this 
monument has been assessed as very high. Views of the new storage unit from Oswestry Hillfort, are 
partly obscured by vegetation, but this industrial unit is visible against the backdrop of surrounding 
buildings. The visual impact of the development on the hillfort is considered to be minor adverse. The 
cumulative impact of development encroaching towards the scheduled hillfort has been assessed as 
moderate. Wat’s Dyke is considered to be high value asset; notably, the incorporation of Old 
Oswestry within the defensive structure indicates continuity prehistoric through to the medieval 
period. Views towards and from the Shelf Bank section of the Dyke are screened from the storage unit 
by urban development and the existing industrial units on Whittington Road. The significance of effect 
on the scheduled area at Shelf Bank has been assessed as neutral. Views from Wat’s Dyke, south of 
Old Oswestry Hillfort, are partly obscured by vegetation, but the new unit is clearly visible. The 
significance of effect has been assessed as negligible adverse. The cumulative impact of development 
encroaching towards the scheduled hillfort has been assessed as moderate. 

There are two listed buildings associated with the mid-nineteenth Cambrian Railway located within 
1km of the development; the Cambrian Works (Historic England No: 1054302) and the railway 
station and former headquarters (Historic England List No: 1367339). Views of the new industrial 
unit are fully screened by the existing industrial units on the Whittington Road estate. The visual 
impact of the development has been assessed as neutral. Similarly, any view of the new building from 
Oswestry Conservation Area is blocked by the existing industrial buildings, so the visual impact is 
also considered to be neutral. 

The development site is located within an archaeologically sensitive area, in the vicinity of Old 
Oswestry Hillfort. The archaeological record nonetheless suggests the existing industrial estate on 
Whittington Road is located within an area of generally low to moderate archaeological potential. 
The surrounding fields have been subject to a geophysical survey (2007) and archaeological 
evaluation (2009). The trial trenching identified a small number of post-medieval and modern 
features in addition to WWI mortar craters, and there is no evidence for later prehistoric or Roman 
features similar to those located to the north of the hillfort. 
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Standard and Guidance 
for Historic Environment Desk-Based Assessment Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 
(CIfA 2014) The Setting of Heritage 
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Assets Historic England (2015) Guidance on Heritage Impact Assessments for 
Cultural Heritage World Heritage Properties  International Council on Monuments and 
Sites (ICOMOS, 2011).
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Assessment of the Significance of a Heritage Asset 
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The Significance of the Setting of a Heritage Asset 
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Assessment of Impact of the Proposed Development 

Assessment of the Significance of Effect 
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Old Oswestry Hillfort and two sections of Wat's Dyke (Selattyn and Gobowen Parish) 



8



9

80m long section of Wat’s Dyke and adjacent Cultivation Terraces (Oswestry Parish) 

Former Cambrian Railway Works and Railway Station (Oswestry Parish) 
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circa
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Maserfield Battlefield:

English Civil War:

The Marcher Lordships:
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 Introduction 

Undated Finds / Monuments 

Neolithic (circa 4400 – circa 2300 BC) 

Bronze Age (circa 2300 – circa 700 BC

Iron Age (circa 700 BC – AD 43

circa
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Roman (AD 43 – circa AD 410) 

Early Medieval (circa AD 410 – AD 1086) 

Medieval (1086 – 1536) 
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Post-Medieval (1536 - 1899) 
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Modern (1899 - Present) 
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Old Oswestry Hillfort
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circa

Wat’s Dyke 
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Former Cambrian Railway Works and Station 
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John Leland’s Itinerary: Travels in Tudor England

Proposed Development at Oldport, Whittington Road, Oswestry: Heritage 
Impact Assessment

Oswestry Railway Lands: An Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment

The Setting of Heritage Assets: Historic Environment Good Practice Advice 
in Panning: 3

Old Oswestry Hillfort, Shropshire: Site Narrative and Archive Assessment of 
Excavations by WJ Varley 1939-1940

Guidance on Heritage Impact Assessments for Cultural Heritage World Heritage 
Properties

Former Railway Lands, Oswald Road, Oswestry: Archaeological Evaluation

Old Oswestry, Selattyn and Gobowen, Shropshire: Analysis of Earthworks

The Lordship of Oswestry, 1393-1607

Assessment of the Heritage Importance of the Richard Burbidge Ltd Owned 
Elements of the Cambrian Railway Complex

Heritage Statement: Richard Burbidge Site, Oswestry.

Legacy to Oswestry 132kv Powerline: An Archaeological Watching Brief
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British Library: OSD 320 

British Library: OSD 330 

A Vision of Britain Through Time 

Promap

Promap
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Promap
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Survey map of 1968-9,
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Figure 9
Plan of the geophysical survey and evaluation trenching for a proposed development at 
Oldport Farm (after GSB Prospection Ltd, 2007 & Oxford Archaeology North, 2009)
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Plate 1. The front and southwest side of the new industrial unit, looking northeast

Plate 2. The rear elevation of the industrial unit, looking south-southeast



Plate 3. View from the industrial unit towards Oswestry town centre, looking south-southwest

Plate 4. General view of the industrial estate from the front of the new unit, 
looking south-southeast



Plate 5. View towards the industrial unit with Old Oswestry Hillfort in the background, 
looking northwest

Plate 6. View south-southeast from Old Oswestry Hillfort, with Oldport Farm in the foreground



Plate 7. View east-southeast from Old Oswestry Hillfort, with Oldport Farm on the left

Plate 8. View from Wat's Dyke, south of Old Oswestry, looking east-southeast



Archaeology Wales



05/08/2016

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Land Use 

Related Monuments - None Recorded

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Description and Sources

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Location

Associated Finds

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Related Monuments

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Associated Events/Activities

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Related Monuments - None Recorded

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Description and Sources

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Location

Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Related Monuments

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Related Monuments

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Land Use 

Related Monuments - None Recorded

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Related Monuments - None Recorded

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Description and Sources

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Location

Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Related Monuments

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Associated Finds

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Related Monuments - None Recorded

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Land Use 

Related Monuments - None Recorded

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Land Use 

Related Monuments

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Related Monuments - None Recorded

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Related Monuments - None Recorded

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Related Monuments - None Recorded

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Description and Sources

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Location

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Related Monuments

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Related Monuments

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Related Monuments

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Related Monuments

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Related Monuments - None Recorded

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Related Monuments - None Recorded

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Related Monuments - None Recorded

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Related Monuments - None Recorded

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Description and Sources

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Location

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Land Use 

Related Monuments - None Recorded

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Associated Finds

Associated Events/Activities

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Related Monuments - None Recorded

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Related Monuments

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Land Use 

Related Monuments

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Land Use 

Related Monuments

Contact her@shropshire.gov.uk for any queries



Archaeology Wales











vice versa





Copyright, Designs and Patents Act (1988)



Health & Safety at Work Act



Archaeology Wales





Archaeology Wales

Archaeology Wales Limited
The Reading Room, Town Hall, Llanidloes, SY18 6BN
Tel: +44 (0) 1686 440371

Email: admin@arch-wales.co.uk
Company Directors: Mark Houiston MCIfA & Jill Houliston
Company Registered No. 7440770 (England & Wales)
Registered Office: Morgan Griffiths LLP, Cross Chambers
9 High Street, Newtown, Powys, SY16 2NY 


	archaeol26-273374_1_  1
	archaeol26-273374_1_  2
	archaeol26-273374_1_  3
	archaeol26-273374_1_  4
	archaeol26-273374_1_  5
	archaeol26-273374_1_  6
	archaeol26-273374_1_  7
	archaeol26-273374_1_  8
	archaeol26-273374_1_  9
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 10
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 11
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 12
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 13
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 14
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 15
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 16
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 17
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 18
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 19
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 20
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 21
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 22
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 23
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 24
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 25
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 26
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 27
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 28
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 29
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 30
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 31
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 32
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 33
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 34
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 35
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 36
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 37
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 38
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 39
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 40
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 41
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 42
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 43
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 44
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 45
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 46
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 47
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 48
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 49
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 50
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 51
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 52
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 53
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 54
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 55
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 56
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 57
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 58
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 59
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 60
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 61
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 62
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 63
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 64
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 65
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 66
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 67
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 68
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 69
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 70
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 71
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 72
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 73
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 74
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 75
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 76
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 77
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 78
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 79
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 80
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 81
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 82
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 83
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 84
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 85
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 86
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 87
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 88
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 89
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 90
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 91
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 92
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 93
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 94
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 95
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 96
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 97
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 98
	archaeol26-273374_1_ 99
	archaeol26-273374_1_100
	archaeol26-273374_1_101
	archaeol26-273374_1_102
	archaeol26-273374_1_103
	archaeol26-273374_1_104
	archaeol26-273374_1_105
	archaeol26-273374_1_106
	archaeol26-273374_1_107
	archaeol26-273374_1_108
	archaeol26-273374_1_109
	archaeol26-273374_1_110
	archaeol26-273374_1_111
	archaeol26-273374_1_112
	archaeol26-273374_1_113
	archaeol26-273374_1_114
	archaeol26-273374_1_115
	archaeol26-273374_1_116
	archaeol26-273374_1_117
	archaeol26-273374_1_118

