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 Non-Technical Summary 
 

 This report results from work undertaken by Archaeology Wales Ltd (AW) for Mr 

 Edward Davies of Swancote Energy. It draws upon the results gained by a strip, map 

 and record as well as a watching brief on land at between Swancote Farm, Swancote 

 and Bridgnorth Aluminium, Bridnorth, Shropshire, as part of a planning application 

 (Ref: 13/05127/FUL) for the excavation of a cable trench. 

 

 Previous archaeological work in the area comprises a desk-based assessment and site 

 walkover undertaken by Archaeology Wales Ltd (2014). The strip map and record was 

 carried out in three areas where the cable trench passed close to archaeological 

 features identified in the desk-based assessment; these sites notably include three later 

 prehistoric or Romano-British enclosures (PRNs 00205, 02320 & 02321) and a pit 

 alignment (PRN 21522). The watching brief was carried out constantly in these areas 

 and intermittently elsewhere along the route. 

 

 No finds or features of archaeological significance were identified during the 

 archaeological investigation. Despite the negative results of the fieldwork, there 

 remains a high potential for encountering archaeological deposits (during any future 

 groundwork) in the general vicinity of the known monuments. 

 

2017 Revision. A further watching brief was carried out by AW in October 2015 and 

September 2016 on a cable trench between Swancote Farm and Swancote Country 

Club, Swancote, Bridgnorth. The route covers a total of 223m and passes beneath the 

line of the A454, identified in the 2014 desk based assessment as being the course of a 

Roman road. The planning reference for the works is 15/00326/FUL. No finds or 

features of archaeological significance were located in this new trench.  

 

 

1 Introduction 
  

1.1 Location and Scope of Work 

1.1.1 Between November 2014 and May 2015 Archaeology Wales Ltd (AW) carried out a 

strip map and record as well as a watching brief on land between Swancote Farm, 

Swancote and Bridgnorth Aluminium, Bridgnorth, Shropshire (NGR SO 74243 93934 

to SO 72914 92018; Figures 1, 2a & 2b) ahead of and during the excavation of a cable 

trench. The work followed a desk-based assessment and site walkover (Smith, 2014) 

which identified several sites of archaeological significance located adjacent to the 

proposed cable route.  

1.1.2 The archaeological works were carried out on the site at the request of Mr Edward 

Davies of Swancote Energy, Swancote. The planning application number is 

13/05127/FUL.  

1.1.3 The results of the desk-based assessment and site walkover (Smith, 2014) suggested 

that the proposed cable route would pass through several areas of high archaeological 

potential. Initially it would run parallel with the A454, a Roman road with the potential 

for associated roadside features. The route would then cross the line of a likely pit 

alignment identified from aerial photography before passing within 100m of three likely 

Roman-British enclosures.   



 

 

1.1.4 After discussions with Mick Krupa of Shropshire County Council Historic Environment 

Team (SCC-HET) it was decided that three separate areas (Areas 1-3, those closest to 

the identified enclosures and a pit alignment) would initially be subject to strip map and 

record (Figures 2a & 2b). In addition, all three areas would be subject to an intensive 

watching brief during the excavation of the trench with other areas being monitored 

intermittently during the groundwork.  

1.1.5 A WSI for the archaeological investigation (Appendix III) was drawn up by Chris E 

Smith (AW). This was subsequently approved by Dr Andy Wigley (SCC-HET).   

1.1.6 The AW project number for the work is 2215 and the site code is SFB/14/WB. The 

project details are summarised on the Archive Cover Sheet (Appendix IV). 

1.2 2017 Revision 

1.2.1 In October 2015 and September 2016 a watching brief was maintained on a further 

cable trench excavation covering a total of 223m between Swancote Farm and 

Swancote Country Club, Swancote, Bridgnorth. The route of the trench passes beneath 

the line of the A454, identified during the previously undertaken desk based assessment 

(Smith, 2014) as the course of a Roman road.   

1.3  Geology and Topography 

1.3.1 The underlying solid geology of the assessment area is composed of undifferentiated 

red sandstone deposits including bunting and keuper. These are from the Permian and 

Triassic eras.  The solid geology is overlain by both slightly acid loamy and clayey 

soils, with impeded drainage, and freely draining, slightly acid sandy soils (British 

Geological Survey, 2001). 

1.3.2 The assessment area is located between Swancote Farm on the A454 and Bridgnorth 

Aluminium to the southwest adjacent to the A458. The route of the proposed trench, 

defined as the site (Figures 2a & 2b), passes through approximately ten fields, one area 

of woodland and includes three road crossings.  

1.3.3 The route of the entire proposed trench is 3.85km in length. It is located at 73m above 

Ordnance Datum (OD) at the northern end of the route, near Swancote Farm, and 

ascends to 100m above OD to the south, before ending at 61m above OD at Bridgnorth 

Aluminium.  

1.4  Archaeological and Historical Background 

1.4.1 The site has been the subject of a detailed desk-based assessment and site walkover by 

AW (Smith, 2014). Below is a brief summary of the archaeological and historical 

background to the assessment area and its surroundings.    

1.4.2  A search of the regional HER (Shrewsbury) was carried out 200m either side of the 

proposed route of the trench. The HER search revealed a total of eleven recorded sites 

of archaeological interest within this area. Of the eleven sites identified, six relate to 



 

 

features of prehistoric or Roman date, one is medieval in date whilst the remaining four 

are post-medieval.  

1.4.3 A detailed historic map regression analysis was carried out as part of the desk-based 

assessment. The study area is shown largely as enclosed fields and meadows on the 

1840’s tithe map. The field pattern is largely unchanged to the present day, although 

some field boundaries appear to have been removed.  

1.4.4 Analysis of several oblique and vertical aerial photographs as part of the desk-based 

assessment (Smith, 2014) identified three later prehistoric or Romano-British 

enclosures. These are located close to the proposed route of the cable trench.    

1.4.5 The area of the proposed trench falls within a fieldscape defined by the Shropshire 

Historic Landscape Characterisation (Wigley, 2007) as being Planned Enclosure. 

Planned enclosure is characterised by small to large fields with very straight boundaries 

and a rectilinear form, which lends them a geometric, planned, appearance. They are 

often associated with a pattern of very straight roads and dispersed farmsteads. In most 

cases these field patterns result from a process of general enclosure by formal 

agreement during the late 17th and 19th centuries. This HLC type includes commons 

that were enclosed by Act of Parliament (Wigley, 2007).    

 

 

2 Aims and Objectives 
  

2.1 Strip, Map & Record 

 

2.1.1 The aims of the strip, map and record were to: 

 

 make full and effective use of existing information in establishing the 

archaeological significance of the site; 

 

 to elucidate the presence or absence of archaeological material; 

 

 and to establish its character, distribution, extent, condition and relative 

significance. 

 

2.2 Watching Brief 

 

2.2.1 The aims of an archaeological watching brief were to: 

 

 to ensure that any buried remains located within the development area are 

fully investigated and recorded if revealed as a consequence of the site 

works; 

 

 and to provide an opportunity for the archaeologists present to signal to all 

interested parties, before the destruction of the material in question, that an 

archaeological find has been made for which the resources allocated to the 



 

 

watching brief itself are not sufficient to support treatment to a satisfactory 

and proper standard. 

 

 

3 Methodology 
 

3.1 General 

 

3.1.1 All fieldwork was undertaken in accordance with the CIfA’s Standards and Guidance 

 for an Archaeological Watching Brief (2014) and current Health and Safety legislation. 

 

3.1.2 All areas were photographed using high-resolution digital photography in *RAW 

 format with images converted to TIFF format for long-term storage.  

 

3.1.3 The on-site illustrations were undertaken on drafting film using recognised conventions 

 and scales (1:10, 1:20, 1:50, as appropriate).  

 

3.1.4 The strip, map and record and the watching brief were undertaken by Simon Reames, 

 Peter Aherne and Adrian Hadley. The overall management of the project was 

 undertaken by Mark Houliston (MCIfA) and Chris E Smith (MCIfA).  

 

3.2 Strip, Map and Record 

 

3.2.1 The strip, map and record was undertaken in Areas 1-3 (Figures 2a & 2b) by 

 mechanical excavator under close archaeological supervision. Area 1 measured 70m in 

 length by 1.8m wide. Area 2 measured 188m in length by 1.8m wide. Area 3 

 measured 112m in length by 1.8m wide.  

 

3.2.2 Each strip, map and record area was located on the proposed line of the cable trench and 

 was excavated down to the top of the natural subsoil.  

 

3.3 Watching Brief 

 

3.3.1 Monitoring of cable trench groundworks by mechanical excavator was undertaken 

 with a constant archaeological presence in strip, map and record Areas 1-3 and 

 intermittently elsewhere along the cable route.  

 

3.3.2 The cable trench was initially cut to a width of 1.8m and up to 0.4m deep before a 0.5m 

 wide trench was excavated down a further 0.7m from the base of the initial cut. 

 

3.3.3 The mechanically excavated cable trench between Swancote Farm and Swancote 

Country Club was 223m in length by 0.5m wide. The depth of the trench varied 

between 0.8m and 1.1m.  

 

3.4 Finds 

 



 

 

3.4.1 Finds were recovered by hand during the course of the excavation and bagged by 

 context. 

 

 

4 Results of the Strip, Map & Record 

 

4.1 Soils and Ground Conditions 

 

4.1.1 The topsoil along the three strip, map and record areas was composed of mid-

 grey/brown sandy silt with common, small, subrounded gravel inclusions. In all areas it 

 was between 0.2 and 0.3m deep. Subsoil deposits were composed of a reddish – yellow 

 silty sand with similar gravel inclusions. This was up to 0.45m deep.  

 

4.1.2 Weather conditions were changeable throughout the strip, map and record phase of 

 works so the ground alternated between dry and wet. Some water retention was 

 encountered across excavated areas, but this did not adversely affect the outcome of the 

 investigation. 

  

4.2 Description (Figures 2a, 2b, 3 & 4; Plates 1-6) 

 

4.2.1 Area 1 (Figs 2a & 3, Plates 1-2) was located parallel to the A454 and was aligned 

 approximately east-northeast by west-southwest. The trench was situated 35m each side 

 of a field boundary (total length 70m). It was positioned so as to investigate the possible 

 continuation of a pit alignment  (PRN 21522) identified from aerial photography in the 

 desk-based assessment (Smith, 2014).  

 

4.2.2 Removal of topsoil (101) showed this to be a mid-grey/brown sandy silt and was up to 

 0.31m deep. No finds of archaeological significance were recovered from this horizon 

 although modern ceramic building material was evident. The topsoil (101) overlay a 

 reddish-yellow silty sand forming a loose subsoil deposit (102). This was present across 

 the entire 70m length of Area 1 and contained no dateable material. Several plough-

 scars were noted cut into layer 102 on an east-northeast to west-southwest alignment. 

 A single, gravel-filled, linear hollow was noted and excavated, though this was 

 determined to be natural in origin. No features were noted cut into the subsoil other than 

 the aforementioned plough-scars.  

 

4.2.3 Area 2 (Figs 2a & 3, Plates 3-4) was located to the north west of Hermitage Farm. It 

 measured 188m in length by 1.8m wide and was approximately aligned on a north-east 

 to south-west axis. It was positioned along the line of the cable trench where it passed 

 in close proximity of two cropmark enclosures (PRNs 02320 & 02321) identified 

 by aerial photography in the desk-based assessment (Smith, 2014).  

 

4.2.4 Removal of the topsoil (201) showed this to be similar in appearance to that observed 

 within Area 1. The topsoil was up to 0.3m deep. This layer contained no finds of 

 archaeological  significance. It overlay subsoil (202), a mottled yellow silty sand which 

 covered the entire trench. No features aside from a modern land drain [203] and modern 

 wheel depressions truncated the subsoil (202).  



 

 

 

4.2.5 Area 3 (Figs 2b & 4, Plates 5-6) was located to the north of the A458. It measured 

 122m in length by 1.8m wide and was aligned on a north-west to south-east axis. It was 

 positioned along the line of the cable trench where it passed in close proximity to a 

 further cropmark enclosure (PRN 00205).  

 

4.2.6 Removal of the topsoil (301) showed this to be a consistent mid-grey/brown silty  sand 

 though with fewer inclusions than noted elsewhere. It was excavated to a maximum 

 depth of 0.31m. No finds were recovered from the topsoil horizon. It overlay a reddy 

 brown silty sand (302) forming the subsoil deposit in this area. Occasional plough-scars 

 running the length of the trench were noted, truncating layer 302. No features or  finds 

 or archaeological significance were identified in Area 3.  

 

4.3 Summary 

 

4.3.1 No finds or features of archaeological significance were identified during the strip, map 

 and record on Areas 1-3. 

 

5 Results of the Watching Brief 

 

5.1 Soils and Ground Conditions 

 

5.1.1 The topsoil along the length of the cable trench was consistently the same as that 

 observed during the earlier strip, map and record; that is to say, it was composed of a 

 mid-grey/brown silty sand with occasional to common small subrounded gravel 

 inclusions.  

 

5.1.2 The natural, where exposed, was composed of compacted glacial gravels. This layer  

 was observed at depths of between 1 and 1.3m below the current ground surface.  

 

5.1.3 Ground conditions were dry throughout the watching brief.  

 

5.2 Description (Plates 7-10) 

 

5.2.1 Area 1. The watching brief undertaken in Area 1 showed, in its upper deposits, the same 

 sequence as previously identified during the strip, map and record phase (Section 4.2).  

 

5.2.2 Excavation below the depth reached in the strip, map and record phase showed the 

 subsoil horizon to be a further 0.2m deep and overlay an alluvial silt horizon. This was 

 composed of a compacted mid-orange silt with no charcoal flecks and occasional 

 subrounded and/or flat gravel inclusions. This alluvial silt was consistent along the 

 across Area 1 and was up to 0.9m deep. A sondage showed it to overlie natural gravel 

 beds at a depth of 1.3m. No finds or features were noted in Area 1 during the 

 watching brief.  

 

5.2.3 Area 2. The watching brief undertaken in Area 2 again showed the same upper deposits 

 as previously identified during the strip, map and record phase (Section 4.2).  



 

 

 

5.2.4 Excavation below the depth reached in the strip, map and record phase showed the same 

 stratigraphic sequence as observed within Area 1. The subsoil deposit exposed by strip, 

 map and record overlay an alluvial silt composed of compacted  mid orange silt up to 

 0.9m deep. A sondage excavated within Area 2 encountered the natural gravel at a 

 slightly shallower depth of 1m below ground level. No finds or features were noted in 

 Area 2 during the watching brief.  

 

5.2.5 Area 3. The watching brief undertaken in Area 3 identified the same upper deposits as 

 recorded in the strip, map and record phase (Section 4.2) and the same stratigraphic 

 sequence of the lower soil deposits as observed in Areas 2. The natural comprised 

 compacted gravels exposed at a depth of 1m below the current ground surface. Again, 

 no finds or features were noted in Area 3 during the watching brief.  

 

5.2.6 Remaining Cable Trench. The remainder of the cable trench was monitored 

 intermittently with the trench sections being visibly scanned for features and the spoil 

 heap scanned both visually and with a metal detector. No finds or features were noted 

 along the length of the cable trench.  

 

5.3 Summary 

 

5.3.1 The results of the watching brief largely support the results of the previously undertaken 

 strip, map and record phase of work in that no finds or features of archaeological

 significance were noted either within Areas 1-3 or within the intermittently monitored 

 remainder of the trench.      

 

5.4 Swancote Country Club Watching Brief Results 

 

5.4.1 Excavation of the 223m length of trench between Swancote Farm and Swancote 

Country Club was undertaken by mechanical excavator under close archaeological 

supervision.  

 

5.4.2 The work was undertaken in two phases with the initial cutting of the cable trench 

across the line of the A454 being done in October 2015 and the remainder of the 

trenching being undertaken in September 2016.  

 

5.4.3 The cutting of the trench through the line of the A454, identified by Smith (2014) as the 

route of the Roman road, showed no evidence of Roman archaeology surviving in this 

location. Cutting of the trench showed only modern deposits pertaining to the surface 

and foundation of the A454 located above as well as an alluvial silt horizon.  

 

5.4.4 The trench across the A454 measured 10m in length and was 0.5m wide. It was cut to a 

maximum depth of 0.8m below the current road surface. The modern road deposits, 

including a mixed stone rubble bedding layer, measured 0.5m deep. The remaining 

0.3m was made up of  compacted mid-orange alluvial silt with no charcoal flecks and 

occasional subrounded and/or flat gravel inclusions, similar to that seen elsewhere along 

the areas subject to archaeological monitoring.   



 

 

5.4.5 The remaining 213m of cable trench was excavated in a separate phase, undertaken in 

September 2016. The deposits observed within the trench section varied along its 

length.  

 

5.4.6 In the 70m section of trench located on the southern side of the A454 no finds or 

features of archaeological or historic significance were located. Two sample sections (1 

& 2 – Figs 5&6) were recorded.  

 

5.4.7 Sample section 1, located adjacent to the cable tie in to the existing cable route (subject 

to earlier watching brief) showed a dark grey sand silt topsoil material (1001) up to 

0.15m deep overlaying a pale brown sandy loam subsoil (1002). This was a shallow 

subsoil horizon overlaying a further, reddish, subsoil horizon (1003). Each was 

approximately 0.1m to 0.15m deep. They overlaid a reddish brown/orange alluvial silt 

horizon (1004) similar to that seen elsewhere. This was approximately 0.2m deep and 

overlay a coarse red sand natural (1005). No finds were located in any context.  

 

5.4.8 Sample section 2, located immediately adjacent to the southern edge of the A454, 

showed largely the same stratigraphic sequence as that observed within section 1.  

 

5.4.9 Sample section 3, located immediately adjacent to the northern edge of the A454, 

showed largely the same stratigraphic sequence as that observed within sample sections 

1 and 2, though the natural coarse red sand seen elsewhere was not exposed. A shallow, 

elongated ‘U’ profiled cut [3005] was observed within the section edge. It was 

approximately 0.65m wide and up to 0.1m deep. It contained a single fill, (3006), 

composed of seemingly redeposited topsoil with evidence of bioturbation. The feature 

was not visible in the opposing section of the trench and appears likely to have been a 

shrub/tree bowl.  

 

5.4.10 Sample section 4 was located on the northern side of the A454, approximately 60m to 

the north east of sample section 3. Whilst it recorded largely the same stratigraphic 

sequence of deposits as seen elsewhere it also showed a likely larger tree bowl feature 

[4008]. The tree bowl feature showed a lot of bioturbation within its primary and 

secondary fills, (4005) and (4004) respectively. The primary fill was composed of a 

mixed grey/brown sandy silt with frequent subrounded stone inclusions whilst the 

secondary fill (4004) was composed of a darker grey/brown sandy silt with no stone 

inclusions.  

 

5.4.11 Sample section 5 was located towards the northern end of the cable trench, adjacent to 

the Swancote Country Club. The stratigraphic sequence was the same as that observed 

in sections 1 to 4 with no finds or features located.  

 

 

 

 

    

 

 



 

 

6 Discussion and Conclusions 
  

6.1 Overall Interpretation  

 

6.1.1 The overall interpretation gained from the strip, map and record, as well as the watching 

 briefs, carried out on the Swancote Farm cable trenching would appear to suggest that, 

 whilst archaeological features are clearly present within the immediately surrounding 

 area, as shown in the desk-based assessment (Smith, 2014), finds and features related to 

 these may be located closer to these known sites. By aligning the cable trench route 

 between 80-100m away from known archaeological features, this has resulted in these 

 monuments being protected in situ.  

 

6.1.2 Despite the negative results of the fieldwork, there is considerable potential for 

 encountering archaeological remains should future groundwork be undertaken in the 

 vicinity of the enclosures and pits identified in the desk-based assessment.  
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Fig 1: Figure showing location of assessment area
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Plate 1: View west-south-west along eastern section of
Area 1. Scales 2x1m

Plate 2: View west-south-west along western section of
Area 1. Scales 2x1m



Plate 3: View south west along Area 2. Scales 2x1m Plate 4: View north east along Area 2. Scales 2x1m 



Plate 5: View south east of Area 3. Scales 2x1m Plate 6: View north west of Area 3. Scales 2x1m



Plate 7: View along cable trench south west from crossing of A454 at Hermitage Farm 
in to Area 2

Plate 8: View north west of cable trench cutting in Area 3



Plate 9: View of cable trench excavation, looking south east, between Area 1 and
A454 road crossing at Hermitage Farm

Plate 10: View of cable trench through field boundary at Area 2. Looking south west



Plate 11. Shot along Cable Trench, looking south.
Scale 1m

Plate 12. Shot along Cable Trench, looking north.
Scale 1m



Plate 13. Shot of Section 1 within Cable Trench. Scale 1m

Plate 14. Shot of Cable Trench through road A454 taken
during a Watching Brief in 2015. Looking south
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ARCHIVE COVER SHEET 

Swancote Farm to Bridgnorth Aluminium 

Site Name:    Swancote 

Site Code:    SFB/14/WB

Other Ref No:    - 

NGR:      SO 74243 93934 to SO 72914 92018 

Site Type:    Greenfield 

Project Type:    Strip/Map/Record & Watching Brief 

Project Manager:     Chris E Smith/Mark Houliston 

Project Dates:    November 2014 to May 2015 

Categories Present:   NA

Location of Original Archive:   AW

Location of duplicate Archives:  - 

Number of Finds Boxes:    NA

Location of Finds:    NA

Museum Reference:    NA

Copyright:    AW

Restrictions to access:   None 



Archaeology Wales Limited
The Reading Room, Town Hall, Llanidloes, SY18 6BN
Tel: +44 (0) 1686 440371

Email: admin@arch-wales.co.uk
Company Directors: Mark Houiston MCIfA & Jill Houliston
Company Registered No. 7440770 (England & Wales)
Registered Office: Morgan Griffiths LLP, Cross Chambers
9 High Street, Newtown, Powys, SY16 2NY 

Archaeology Wales




