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 Non-Technical Summary 
  

  This report results from an archaeological watching brief undertaken on behalf 
 of Armour Heritage, during the excavation of cable trenches for a solar array at High 
 Point Farm, Neen Sollars, Shropshire. The development site is located within two 
 agricultural fields centred at NGR 366397 270949. 

 
  The local planning authority is Shropshire Council and the application references are 

 14/04463/FUL and APP/L3245/W/15/3019429. The programme of archaeological work 
 has been requested by Shropshire County Council Historic Environment Team (SCC-
 HET). 

 
The watching brief follows on from previous investigations to evaluate the archaeological 
potential of the site. A field evaluation was undertaken by Archaeology Wales in 2016. 
This comprised four trial trenches positioned to target anomalies identified from a 
geophysical survey in the same year by Lefort Geophysics. The trenched evaluation 
identified a feature of possible archaeological significance located some 0.9m below 
ground level in the northwest corner of Field 1 (Trench 3). This feature comprised a 
high-density spread of burnt material and heat effected stones; this deposit is 
characteristic of the remains of a prehistoric burnt mound. 
 
No archaeological features or deposits were identified during the watching brief 
undertaken in March 2017. Despite the negative results of the fieldwork, there remains a 
moderate potential for archaeological features to survive within the development site. 
The trenching represents a moderate density of impact in terms of the area excavated. In 
consequence, there is a potential for further archaeological investigation within the 
development site. 
 
The soil sequence recorded during the watching brief was highly consistent across the 
development site (Fields 1 & 2). This comprised topsoil and a thick subsoil which overlay 
natural deposits of red clay encountered over 0.9m below ground level.  
 
This watching brief was undertaken to the standards detailed in the Chartered Institute 
for Archaeologist’s Standards and Guidance for an Archaeological Watching Brief 
(2014) and current Health and Safety legislation. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1  Location and Scope of Work 

 
  Archaeology Wales Ltd (henceforth - AW) was commissioned by Armour Heritage 

 to undertake an archaeological watching brief at High Point Farm, Neen Sollars, 
 Shropshire (Figure 1). The groundworks comprised the excavation of narrow trenches 
 to lay electric cables for a solar farm. The development site is located within two 
 agricultural fields centred at NGR 366397 270949. 

 
  The local planning authority is Shropshire Council and the application references are 

 14/04463/FUL and APP/L3245/W/15/3019429. The programme of archaeological work 
 was requested by Shropshire County Council Historic Environment Team (SCC- HET). 
 
 Previous archaeological investigations undertaken in relation to the solar farm comprise 
 a Desk-Based Assessment (Armour Heritage 2015), Geophysical Survey (Lefort 
 Geophysics 2016) and an Archaeological Evaluation (Archaeology Wales 2016). An 
 Archaeological Watching Brief was subsequently requested by SCC-HET during 
 development groundworks. The Written Scheme of Investigation was prepared by 
 Armour Heritage and subsequently approved by Dr Andy Wigley of SCC-HET. The 
 following report details the results of the watching brief.  
 
 The project was managed by Mark Houliston (MCIfA). The fieldwork was undertaken 
 by William Rigby. The AW Project Number is 2464 and the Site Code NSS/17/WB. 
 

1.2  Geology and Topography 

The Site comprises an area of approximately 9.9 hectares, situated some 1.2km south of 
the small village of Neen Sollars and 11.6km west of Bewdley. It comprises an area of 
undulating farmland divided into two irregularly shaped fields. The fields are bounded 
by substantial mature hedgerows, with the southern boundary containing a number of 
mature trees. 

 
The geology of the site is characterized by St Maughans Formation - argillaceous rocks 
and (subequal / subordinate) sandstone, interbedded. The sedimentary bedrock formed 
approximately 398 to 416 million years ago in the Devonian Period. The subsoils are 
slightly acid loamy and clayey soils with impeded drainage (BGS 2016; Soilscapes 2016). 

 

1.3  Archaeological and Historical Background 

 
Although there are no prehistoric sites recorded in the development area on the Historic 
Environment Record (HER), evidence for prehistoric activity is suggested by the HER 
notes. These catalogue a number of find-spots in the area, comprising a range of materials 
and types from fragments of Neolithic tools, such as a polished axe head and a knife 
blade, to records of Iron Age metalwork. 
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The HER records two small pieces of Romano-British pottery, which were recovered 
from the study area, but no location is given. There is however no evidence of occupation 
in the local area until the medieval period. The earliest recorded reference to Neen 
Sollars occurs in the 1086 Domesday survey, where it is noted as ‘Neen’ (Williams & 
Martin 1992), within Conditre Hundred, part of the lands of Osbern fitz Richard. The 
settlement was clearly very small with one mill and land for five ploughs. 

 
The place-name ‘Neen Sollars’ is derived the former name of the River Rea with an 
appended personal name derived from Roger de Solariis who held the area from 1195 
(Ekwall 1960). With the exception of the medieval Church of All Saints at Neen Sollars, 
the fabric of which dates from the late 13th century, and a small number of medieval 
churches in the wider study area, the HER record little physical evidence for medieval 
activity. 

 
It is very likely that, throughout much the medieval period, the development site 
would have formed part of the agricultural hinterland of Neen Sollars. The often steeply 
sloping quality of the fields could have made it impractical for ox-team ploughing and, 
during this period, this area most probably comprised pasture rather than arable land. 

 
A large number of buildings within Neen Sollars and the surrounding rural farmland are 
of post-medieval date, and a number of these are listed. The majority of the buildings, 
both listed and undesignated, represent farmhouses with associated barns and other 
agricultural buildings and domestic properties of 17th or 18th century date. This range of 
building types is indicative of the rather limited growth and development of the 
settlements in the immediate and wider environs of the site (Armour Heritage 2015). 
 
During 2016 Archaeology Wales undertook an evaluation across the development area. 
This comprised four trial trenches, positioned to target anomalies identified by a previous 
geophysical survey (Lefort Geophysics, 2016). Three trenches were positioned in the 
eastern part of the site (Field 1) and one in the western area (Field 2). The evaluation 
identified a feature of possible archaeological significance located some 0.9m below 
ground level in the north-western corner of Field 1 (Trench 3). This feature, which was 
examined in two hand-excavated sondages, comprised a high-density spread of burnt 
material and heat effected stones; this deposit is characteristic of the remains of a 
prehistoric burnt mound. No other deposits or finds of potential archaeological 
significance were found during the investigation. 
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2. Aims and Objectives of the Watching Brief 

2.1  The aims of an archaeological watching brief, as defined by the Chartered Institute for 
Archaeologists (CIfA, 2014) were: 
 

 determine the presence or absence of archaeological remains, and should any 
remains be present, to ensure their preservation by record to the highest possible 
standard 

 confirm the approximate date or date range of the remains, by means of 
artefactual or other evidence 

 determine or confirm the approximate extent of any remains 
 determine the condition and state of preservation of the remains 
 determine the degree of complexity of the horizontal and/or vertical stratigraphy 

present 
 prepare a report on the results of the watching brief 
 prepare and deposit a site archive with the local museum. 

 
 

3. Methodology 
  
3.1 Fieldwork 

 
 The archaeological fieldwork was undertaken on 19th March 2016 (Figure 1). The 
widespread cabling works were on average circa 1m deep.  

All areas were photographed using high resolution (16mp+) digital photography. 

All works were undertaken in general accordance with the CIfA’s Standards and 
Guidance for an archaeological watching brief (2014) and current Health and Safety 
legislation 

 
3.2 Finds 
 
 No archaeological finds were recovered during the course of the watching brief. 
 
 
3.3 Palaeo-environmental Evidence 

 
 No deposits suitable for sampling were encountered during the fieldwork. 
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4. Results of the Watching Brief (Figure 1; Plates 1-14) 

No archaeological features or deposits were identified during the fieldwork. The soil 
sequence was highly consistent across the development site (Fields 1 & 2). 

The overall soil sequence comprised a thin topsoil overlying a thick subsoil, up to 1m 
deep, above natural geological deposits. The natural, a firm red clay, was encountered 
approximately 0.9m to 1.1m below ground level. This deposit was overlain by subsoil up 
to 0.8m thick consisting of a firm reddish brown silty-clay. The topsoil comprised a soft 
mid brown humic silty clay, which was approximately 0.15m thick. 

Excavations were not undertaken in the northwest corner of Field 1 where the burnt 
mound deposit was identified during trial trenching in 2016. 

  The cable trenches were examined across the site. These had been excavated prior to the 
  monitoring visit, with some trenches infilled across the development site. 

 

5. Interpretation and Conclusion 

1.4  Overall Interpretation 
 
  The upper soil sequence identified during the investigation comprised topsoil and 

subsoils, which overlay natural deposits of red clay.  
 
  No evidence for any anthropogenic activity was identified in any of the exposed or 

excavated deposits. Although the cable trenches had been excavated prior to the 
monitoring visit, deposits associated with features such as prehistoric burnt mounds 
would have been apparent. More ephemeral archaeological deposits would not however 
have been identified during the watching brief. In consequence, there remains a moderate 
potential for archaeological features to survive within the development site. The trenching 
represent a moderate density of impact in terms of the area excavated and as such, 
potential features such as burnt mounds are likely to survive within the solar farm.  In 
consequence, there is a potential for further archaeological investigation within the 
development site. 

 

5.2 Storage and Curation 
   
  The site archive will be prepared in accordance with the Standards and Guidance for 

 the Creation, Compilation, Transfer and Deposition of Archaeological Archives (CIfA, 
 2014) and Archaeological Archives: A Guide to Best Practice in Compilation, Transfer 
 and Curation (AAF 2007). The resultant archive will conform to guidelines described 
 in Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) (Historic 
 England 2006). 
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Figure 1: Map showing general location of site and detailed trench locations
overlaid on geophysical traced interpretation (after Armour Heritage 2016)
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Plate 2. Close up of cable trenches within Field 1.
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Plate 4. General view of backfilled cable trenches within Field 1. Looking 
south

Plate 3. General view of cable trenches within Field 1. Looking west



 

Plate 5. Close up of cable trenches within Field 1. Looking north-west

Plate 6. Shot showing the evaluation trench within Field 1 conducted by 
Archaeology Wales in 2016, where the Burnt Mount was recovered. 
Looking north



 

Plate 7. General shot of access road. Looking south

Plate 8. Shot of cable trenches within Field 2. Looking north



 

Plate 10. General shot of cable trenches within Field 2. Looking west
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Plate 11. General shot of cable trenches within Field 2. Looking east

General shot of cable trenches within Field 2. Looking westPlate 12.



 
Looking south
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