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EvUID Event Name Description Organisation Location 

ESY1251 Repairs to weir, small dam 

and sluice Wortley Top Forge 

Repairs to weir, small dam and sluice at Wortley Top Forge C F Landscape Wortley Top Forge, Hunshelf 

ESY1329 Auguring survey of the pond 

at Wortley Top Forge 

An auguring survey was carried out on deposits within the pond prior to its 

drainage for repair works in 2013. The results of this indicated that there 

had been little silting within the pond and these deposits were of low 

archaeological potential. 

ArcHeritage Pond at Wortley Top Forge, 

Hunshelf, Barnsley 

ESY771 Archaeological trial trench 

excavation at 4 Low Forge, 

Wortley 

An evaluation trench revealed relatively undisturbed deposits. The lower 

deposits featured a medieval slag heap, which probably relates to a water 

powered bloomery. The slag heap was then overlaid by 17th century 

charcoal deposits they were, in turn, overlain by 19th century and modern 

levelling deposits. No further site work is recommended but further 

analysis of the slag an charcoal samples is recommended to provide a 

fuller, more definitive understanding of the site. 

CS 

Archaeology 

Low Forge, Wortley 



Pref Ref 

and Mon 

UID 

Name Record Type Summary Description 

03031/01 

MSY10771 

Medieval and 

Post-Medieval 

Pottery Finds, 

Thurgoland 

Find Spot  Medieval and Post-Medieval Pottery finds including Midlands purple/rawmarsh type (15/16th 

century), sharp handle cistercian ware (17th/18th century), Blackware (17th century), local lead 

glazed ware (17th/18th century),  Slipware ?(18th century), Earthenwares (local) ?(19th century), 

Tin glazed earthenware (19th century) and Victorian, stoneware. Found by Mr J. Civio whilst 

fieldwalking. 

00337/01 

MSY3987 

Thurgoland Hall Monument HALL Mentioned in 1677 and 1683. Present house shows no evidence of antiquity. 

 

References: South Yorkshire Vol.2 1831 p.270 (Hunter) 

01138/01 

MSY4380 

Huthwaite Hall, 

Thurgoland 

Building Building 18th century hall and associated structures. Some predate the hall which was built in 1748. 

01139/01 

MSY4381 

Old Brewhouse 

at Huthwaite 

Hall, Thurgoland 

Building BUILDING Old Brew house at Huthwaite Hall - small single storey structure said to be 16th century. 

 

References: South Yorkshire County Council Environment Department - Register of Listed 

Buildings. 

01455/01 

MSY4664 

Shepherd's Cot 

House, Green 

Moor, Hunshelf 

Monument HOUSE "Shepherd's Cot" Green Moor, Hunshelf. Medieval? Timber framed house now stone cased and 

divided into pair of cottages. 

 

References: Kenworthy unpublished manuscript MD 3338-4 p.48-50 

02201/01 

MSY5339 

New Mill, 

Thurgoland 

Building WIRE MILL WP New Mill - 1km south of Thurgoland, complex of buildings. Main mill building has part-length 

outshut (with post and braces) on west and king post roof. A '1699' date (recently cut) might be 

correct. 
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UID 

Name Record Type Summary Description 

02202/01 

MSY5340 

Old Mill 

Workers 

Cottages, 

Thurgoland 

Monument COTTAGE Old mill cottage - (17th century?) - block of 'back-to-back' mill workers cottage (two rows of 4). 

Now 2 dwellings. Probably late 17th/ early 18th century. 2 light mullioned windows. 

02313/01 

MSY5420 

Wortley Top 

Forge 

Monument A forge that may have 

its origins in the 

medieval period. The 

site still has a water 

powered forging 

hammer 

 Situated on the flat valley floor of the Upper Don valley. As the name implies it was one of two 

forges, but the lower one has largely disappeared (although see the 18th century map from the 

Wharncliffe Muniments). This site may have had a medieval predecessor as this is a good 

situation with ironstone, coal and water power readily available. Production at the forge ceased 

in 1912 

Wortley Top Forge - stands on River Don between Deepcar and Thurgoland. 17th/19th century. 

An auguring survey was carried out in 2013 to test the archaeological potential of deposits within 

the pond. The results of this indicated low levels of silting and little potential. 
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03596/01 

MSY6159 

Wortley Low 

Forge, Wortley 

Monument A medieval and later 

water-powered iron 

bloomery. The site is 

also that of a post-

medieval forge. The 

remains at Low Forge 

are considered to be of 

national importance 

and are designated as 

a Scheduled 

Monument. 

The monument includes the standing, earthwork and associated buried remains of an iron forge, which operated from 

the mid-17th century until final closure in 1929. It also includes the buried remains of an earlier iron works that predated 

the forge which included bloomeries. Wortley Low Forge is sited on a river terrace within a loop of the River Don, which 

lies to the west. It was operated as part of a wider complex of forges and plants built along the upper River Don. One of 

these, Wortley Top Forge is also scheduled (PIN 2313)…Low Forge is nationally important for its long history and wide 

range of features, including both those that are upstanding and visible, as well as earlier structures thought to be buried 

in later deposits. Its association with Top Forge, together with the extensive contemporary documentation for the works, 

also adds to the monument's importance.  

 

The site lies in some woodland behind the houses marked as Low Forge on the 1:10000 map. Generally the site is in very 

poor state of preservation and little remains above ground level except some foundations and three birch 

pillars/chimneys? Below ground level several culverts survive although much covered in scrub vegetation. One (tilt?) 

hammer and water wheel survive (BWH 29/5/91). Clearly the site has deteriorated considerably since the photograph 

taken in 1952. [Photographs].  

The lower forge in the greater part, has been demolished. The buildings include a wheelhouse, the end gable of which 

bore a date stone". The lower forge consisted of puddled furnaces and rolling mills mostly dating from 1713 but may 

have been there from at least 1641. Used in 1641 for forging shot for the Royalists during the Civil War. 

 Pottery evidence from an evaluation trench excavated at Low Forge suggests that iron working started taking place here 

at some time between the mid 13th and mid 16th centuries and was associated with domestic activity. The presence of 

quantities of charcoal in slag deposits recorded also suggested that the 17th century forge was not situated very far away 

from the area excavated. It was speculated that the smithy may have been on or near to the site of the present 

18th/19th century dwelling house.  

Preliminary analysis of the slag remains recovered suggested that it may have come from a water powered iron 

bloomery. This would make it a rare and significant find which should be further analysed.  

Charcoal assessment suggested that pollarded oak and coppiced hazel and birch on a five-year cutting cycle. It is likely 

that nearby manage woodland consisted of hazel-dominated coppice with oak timber stands. 

Slags recovered during the evaluation cited above were scientifically analysed. This confirmed that the slag is similar to 

that recovered from other water-powered bloomery sites, and that both smelting and smithing were occurring at the 

site.



Pref Ref 

and Mon 

UID 

Name Record Type Summary Description 

03606/01 

MSY6172 

Post-Medieval 

Houses (No 1 

and 2 Well 

Houses), 

Wortley 

Monument HOUSE  Pair of houses. Mid 17th and mid 18th century. Rubble sandstone and thinly-coursed sandstone, 

sheet asbestos and stone slate roofs. 17th century house on left: 2 storeys, single room with 

outshut. 18th century part on right set forward: L-shaped plan with outshut in rear angle,2 

storeys with attics, 3 windows to 1st floor. 17th century house: large quoins on left. Partly-

quoined doorway to left has wood lintel; former 4-light, double-chamfered mullioned window to 

right now of 2 lights with central mullion only. Small window beneath eaves. Chimney pot to left 

end of ridge. 

 

Rear: 2-light double-chamfered window, mullion removed. 18th century house: large quoins. 

Central doorway has projecting keystone worked on lintel, plain dripstone band; another 

doorway on left has plain ashlar surround. 20th century casements flanking central door have 

projecting stone sills, window to left has flat-arched head, that to right a plain lintel. 1st floor: 

band, 2 windows as ground floor flanking narrow central window with flat arch. Shaped kneelers, 

chamfered gable copings. Central ridge stack with band. Left return: 2-light, square-faced attic 

window now blocked. 

 

Right return: band continues; blind attic window. Interior of 17th century house retains 

bressumer beam with cut out for door head; stop-chamfered spine beam; arcade post now 

adjacent to end wall of later house has brace to arcade plate and supports old principal rafter 

truss. Position of arcade post suggests the 17th century house was truncated by the 18th century 

addition.  Owned by Francis Wood "who in the year 1713 gave forty pounds secured on an estate 

called Wellhouse in The Lordship of Wortley". The charity is still administered, giving £2 annually 

for the poor of Wortley, and is known as the "Wellhouse Dole". 
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03666/01 

MSY6226 

Post-Medieval 

Deer Paddock, 

Hunshelf 

Monument DEER PADDOCK  Deer paddock. Before 1746 (Provisional list 1970). Gritstone rubble wall. Approximately 2 

metres high with rubble-on-edge coping, enclosing a roughly elliptical-shaped paddock 

approximately 80 metres by 60 metres. The wall abuts ruinous buildings to the south-west and 

runs out to the south-east, though a gate post survives alongside to the south. There is a small 

opening in the east wall. Deer were penned here in preparation for a stag hunt. An unusual 

feature. 

04224/01 

MSY6842 

Post-Medieval 

to Industrial 

Period Cottages 

and Farmhouse, 

Thurgoland 

Monument COTTAGE Farmhouse and two cottages. 17th or early 18th century, altered in 19th century. Coursed 

squared stone, coursed rubble at rear. Stone slate roof. Two storeys. Five bays with two slightly 

later wings at rear, giving an F-plan. Quoins. An ordered facade with 2 original doorways, to 

centre and to right (the latter blocked) and two 19th century doorways, to far left and between 

bays 4 and 5. Each has deep Tudor-arched lintel and quoined surround. Four 3-light double-

chamfered windows. Continuous dripmould rises over doors as a hood. Four 3-light windows and 

a central 2-light window, as before, to 1st floor.  

Hollow-chamfered gable copings on moulded kneelers. Three good ashlar stacks to ends and 

centre of ridge, each with string and cornice. Rear: wings to centre and to right, the former with 

a window inscribed with the word "Dary". Its left return has two 2-light windows, one over the 

other, with an inserted window between. 

04332/01 

MSY6899 

Iron Age or 

Romano-British 

House Platform, 

Thurgoland 

Monument HOUSE PLATFORM One of 4 features of unknown period, possibly house platforms of Romano-British date. The 

feature is circular, approximately 8.5m in diameter and of stone construction (3 or 4 courses), 

tending to be higher at one side. Some sort of stone feature was observed in the centre of the 

'platform'. See also PINs 4333, 4334 and 4335. 

04333/01 

MSY6900 

Iron Age or 

Romano-British 

House Platform, 

Monument House platform of 

unknown date 

 One of 4 features of unknown period, possibly house platforms of Romano-British date. The 

feature is circular, approximately 8.5m in diameter and of stone construction (3 or 4 courses), 

tending to be higher at one side. Some sort of stone feature was observed in the centre of the 
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Thurgoland 'platform'. See also PINs 4332, 4334 and 4335. 

04334/01 

MSY6901 

Iron Age or 

Romano-British 

House Platform, 

Thurgoland 

Monument A house platform of an 

unknown date 

 One of 4 features of unknown period, possibly house platforms of Romano-British date. The 

feature is circular, approximately 8.5m in diameter and of stone construction (3 or 4 courses), 

tending to be higher at one side. Some sort of stone feature was observed in the centre of the 

'platform'. See also PINs 4332, 4333 and 4335. 

04335/01 

MSY6902 

Iron Age or 

Romano-British 

House Platform, 

Thurgoland 

Monument A house platform of an 

unknown date 

 One of 4 features of unknown period, possibly house platforms of Romano-British date. The 

feature consists of a dressed stone plinth, approximately 4m across. On this plinth is an oval 

feature constructed of drystones, one course high. The feature's exact function is unknown. See 

also PINs 4332, 4333, and 4334. 
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