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Summary 

This document sets out the results of a programme of archaeological monitoring (watching brief) 

carried out in conjunction with the erection of a single 100 kW wind turbine on a 37m tower and 

associated works, on Land South of Wapley Road, Wapley, South Gloucestershire (South 

Gloucestershire Planning Ref PK13/0119/F). The work was commissioned by Mr M Hobbis (the Client) 

and carried out in April – June 2014. 

 

The mechanical excavation of geotechnical test pits, new access route and wind turbine footprint was 

monitored. However, no archaeological features, layers or deposits were identified during the 

groundwork and no artefacts were recovered from the Project Site.  

 

The results of the monitoring were negative and no further work is recommended in conjunction with 

the project.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

This document sets out the results of a programme of archaeological monitoring (watching brief) 

carried out in conjunction with the erection of a single 100 kW wind turbine on a 37m tower and 

associated works, on Land South of Wapley Road, Wapley, South Gloucestershire (South 

Gloucestershire Planning Ref PK13/0119/F). The work was commissioned by Mr M Hobbis (the 

Client) and carried out from April – June 2014.  

 

The programme of work was informed by the following: 

 

 Condition 2 of the Appeal Decision Notice (2nd October 2013) which states that:  

“no development shall take place until an archaeological brief, to include the appointment of an 

archaeological contractor not less than three months prior to the commencement of any ground 

disturbance on the site and to allow the contractor access to the site at all reasonable times to 

observe excavations and record uncovered archaeological remains, has been submitted to, and 

approved in writing by the local planning authority. Development shall be carried out in accordance 

with the approved brief.”  

 

 Brief for a Programme of Archaeological Work – Watching Brief Land S of Wapley Road, 

Wapley South Gloucestershire. PK13/0119/F (David Haigh, Archaeological Consultant, 

South Gloucestershire Council). 

 

The programme of work comprised an archaeological watching brief, allowing for the identification, 

recording and preservation of archaeological remains, revealed during ground disturbance.  

 

 

2. THE PROJECT SITE 

The Project Site is situated 700m to the SSE of the South Gloucestershire village of Wapley, on 

agricultural land to the South of Wapley Road (B4465). Although the area is currently defined by a 

rural landscape, the southern sprawl of the town of Yate dominates the area less than 2km to the 

north. Although on high ground, tributaries of the River Boyd surround the site, rising less than 

500m to the SW of the development area. A watercourse also traces the hedgerow to the east of 

the Project Site and numerous natural ponds collect in the adjacent fields.  
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      Figure 1 Site location plan  

 

The Project Site is located between 130m – 120m aOD. Geologically the area is bisected by Late 

Triassic – Early Jurassic Saltford Shale Member (SASH) Mudstones (to the South), with Early 

Jurassic Rugby Limestone Member (RLS) with Mudstone (to the North). Early Jurassic Charmouth 

Mudstone Formation borders the site to the North.  

 

 

3. METHODOLOGY 
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The broad aim of the watching brief was to identify and record features of archaeological interest 

discovered during groundwork associated with the development, in order to mitigate the impact of 

the work on any archaeological resource. 

 

All work was undertaken in accordance with the IFA Standard and Guidance for an archaeological 

watching brief (revised 2008).  

 

The primary aims were to:  

 Seek to assess the potential for archaeological activity associated with the project site;  

 Record and identify archaeological features and deposits to a level appropriate to their 

extent and significance; 

 Undertake sufficient post-excavation assessment to interpret archaeological features and 

phasing identified during site works, and to place these within their local and regional 

context; 

 Create a site archive for deposition in a suitable repository. 

 

 

4. RESULTS 

Monitoring occurred in conjunction with three main phases of work, which are summarised below.  

 

Phase One: The mechanical excavation of two geotechnical test pits on the 24th April 2014 revealed 

150mm of turfline/topsoil, sealing > 2m of natural clay. The total depth of the test pits measured 

2.4m. No archaeological features, layers or deposits were identified.  
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    Photograph 1 North facing section test pit 2 (Scales 1 x 2m)  

 

Phase Two: Monitoring was carried out on the 29th April – 1st May 2014, during the reduction of a 

strip of land to the north of the turbine location, in order to establish a 300m (l) x 3m (w) trackway 

to provide access to the Project Site. The mechanical excavation revealed 200mm of 

turfline/topsoil, sealing natural clay. No archaeological features, layers or deposits were identified. 
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   Photograph 2 South facing view of access road (scales 1 x 2m)  

 

Phase Three: Monitoring was carried out on the 9th June 2014, during the mechanical stripping of 

the turbine footprint. The area of excavation measured 7m (l) x 7m (w). The excavation was 

monitored to the depth of the natural clay horizon, which was encountered at 200mm below the 

current ground level. No archaeological features, layers or deposits were identified. 
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   Photograph 3 SSE facing view of wind turbine footprint (Scales 2 x 1m & 1 x 300mm) 

 

Phase Four: Excavation to establish c. 220m of service trenching running parallel to the main 

access route was carried out, following the erection of the wind turbine. Following the results of the 

first three phases of excavation, it was agreed in consultation with David Haigh (Archaeology 

Consultant, South Gloucestershire Council) to cease monitoring at this stage.  
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Figure 2 Phase 1- 4 location plan 

 

4.1. Finds 

No artefacts were recovered during the course of the groundwork.  

 

5. CONCLUSION 

No archaeological features, layers or deposits were identified during the groundwork and no further 

work is recommended in conjunction with project.   
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