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Summary 

In November 2010, Absolute Archaeology were commissioned by Ms F Godel (Godel Architects) 

to carry out an Archaeological Test Pit Evaluation of ‘land belonging to Clos Du Ménage, Le Vier 

Mont, St Ouen’ (States of Jersey Planning Reference P/2009/0414), on behalf of the developer 

Mr S Ruderham. Three Test Pits, measuring 1.5m (w) x 1.5m (l) were excavated to the natural 

Jersey Shale Formation. No archaeological features were identified as a result of the evaluation. 

No historic land surfaces were discovered and the topsoil/subsoil was noted to have been 

removed from across the site. 

 

Test Pit Two, which was excavated against the facade of Clos Du Ménage, revealed the 

foundation trench of the property from which sealed ceramic sherds, dating to the l. 18th-e. 19th 

century, were recovered. The site and existing building were found to be situated in the area of 

a disused aggregates quarry, dating from the post medieval period. Therefore the potential for 

archaeological activity across the site and within the vicinity of the planned redevelopment of 

Clos Du Ménage is considered very low, as the upper stratigraphy of the site has clearly been 

removed. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 This report sets out the results of an archaeological trench evaluation of the site known as 

‘Clos Du Ménage, Le View Mont, St Ouen’. The programme was designed to assess the 

archaeological potential of the development area, ahead of plans to convert the current 

property into two individual dwellings with associated landscaping and off road parking 

facilities (States of Jersey Planning Reference P/2009/0414). The evaluation was carried 

out by Absolute Archaeology in November 2010. 

 

1.2 The work was commissioned by Ms F Godel (Godel Architects) on behalf of Mr S 

Ruderham (Fig Tree Development Ltd). 

 
 

2 TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY 

 

2.1 The site is situated to the west of the island, in the parish of St Ouen part of the Cuillette 

de Grantez, (centred on UTM 5705 5395). 

 

2.2 The site lies c73m above JD. Land to the north drops into a NW-SE valley with a tributary 

running west into St Ouen’s Bay. Less than half a kilometre to the south the land drops 

steeply away, again forming a valley through which runs Les Vaux Cuissin, a second 

tributary flows west into St Ouen’s Bay. 

 
2.3 The geology of the site is defined by Jersey Shale Formation, comprising mudstone, 

siltstone, sandstone and grit.   
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3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

 

3.1 The record of archaeology within the Project Site is limited at present by the lack of 

investigation of the area to date. We include a brief summary of known archaeological 

activity derived from Absolute Archaeology’s Desk-Based Assessment of the site 

(completed June 2009).   

 

3.2 Prehistoric activity in the area is most clearly reflected by the presence of Grantez dolmen 

to the southwest.  This Neolithic megalith is perhaps a focal point of a wider prehistoric 

landscape including Bronze Age tumuli. 

 
3.3 Although the property on the site, known as Clos Du Ménage was previously thought to 

date to the Medieval period, there is no evidence to support this theory from the 

evaluation and the independent building survey carried out by Absolute Archaeology in 

2010. No Medieval activity is currently known from within the vicinity of the site, 

although there is the potential for some of the neighbouring cottages to Clos Du Ménage 

to date to the 17th century or earlier (unconfirmed to date). Historical sources claim that 

the formation of the Cueillette of Grantez dates to the 12th century AD and raises the 

potential for the Medieval origins of St Ouen manor and church (Driscoll, P. 2009).  

 
3.4 The Test Pit Evaluation of the site identified that the ground level has been graded away, 

most likely by Post Medieval quarrying activity. The geology in St Ouen has resulted in the 

extensive use of the parish for aggregates extraction (a disused quarry is noted <500m to 

the west of the site). The site and present dwelling appears to be situated on a disused 

quarry bed. The remaining quarries on the island (all focussed around the northwest) 

provide products such as aggregate, road metal, and a clay-granite chip mix derived from the 

shale formations. It is therefore likely that a quarry of the extent and nature identified at Le 

Vier Mont would have been used to provide aggregates for road/building schemes in 

Jersey dating from the late 18th- early 19th century, however an earlier date is unlikely.  
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4 METHODOLOGY 

 

4.1 Three test pits were excavated in accordance with the Project Design submitted by 

Absolute Archaeology in August 2009 (see fig 2). The positioning of the test pits was 

agreed in consultation with States of Jersey Planning Department and the archaeological 

consultants, in order to establish the existence and extent of archaeological activity 

within the development area. 

 

4.2 Each test pit measured 1.5m (l) x 1.5m (w), to a depth not exceeding 1m in depth. The 

location of Trench 2 was altered slightly from the Project Design, in order to answer a 

question regarding the phasing of the site.  

 

4.3 All spoil heaps were monitored throughout and proved negative. 

 
4.4 The recording was carried out using Absolute Archaeology’s recording system, which 

includes written, drawn and photographic records. 

 
4.5 The archive has been prepared using the site code AArc 16. 
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5 RESULTS  

 

5.1 Each Test Pit was aligned roughly N-S, with its location plotted in association to the house, 

Clos Du Ménage (see fig 2). Test Pit One was positioned to target the area of the planned 

extension to property three (in the location of the recently demolished garage). Test Pit 

Two was positioned to the SE of the building (Clos-du-Ménage) and Test Pit Three 

targeted an area of raised ground to the NE of the building (Clos-du-Ménage). 

 

5.2 Test Pit One 

Test Pit One measured 1.5m (w) x 1.5m (l) and was excavated to a depth of 690mm 

through variable layers of granite derived of the Jersey Shale Formation (see photo 1). No 

features or artefacts were discovered during the course of excavation. The material was 

firmly compacted and excavation confirmed that the whole deposit comprised the natural 

geology (100). No topsoil or subsoil was identified sealing the natural. This would suggest 

that the garage (now removed) was constructed directly onto the exposed geology.  

 

5.3 Test Pit Two 

Test Pit Two measured 1.5m (w) x 1.5m (l) and was excavated down to a depth of 420mm, 

to the level of the natural Jersey Shale Formation. The Test Pit was positioned against the 

east facing wall of Clos Du Ménage (see photo 2) in order to ascertain as much 

information as possible about the nature and phasing of the site. Several redundant 20th 

century service pipes were located running N-S through the excavated area (see fig 3). 

Most were removed at the time of excavation. The test pit revealed a soft silty sand 

topsoil (200), with abundant shale inclusions (40%), measured to a depth of >180mm (see 

fig 4). No artefacts were recovered from the topsoil. The layer represents a garden soil of 

such poor quality that a small flower bed was dug into the material (against the east 

facing wall of the house) and filled with a rich imported soil. This represents recent 

activity on the site, by the previous occupants of the house. Context (200) can be seen to 

be abutting the facade of Clos Du Ménage and sealing the backfill of construction cut 

(201).  
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Excavation of Test Pit Two established that the construction cut [203] for the foundation 

of Clos Du Ménage is cut into the natural, to a depth of 300mm (see photo 3). The footing 

material [202] consists of one course of large roughly hewn, sub angular blocks of granite 

(>300mm x 150mm). The stone is overlaying a layer of small fragments of granite and is 

compacted with the same material (average size 400mm x 300mm). The foundation is 

shallow, making use of the solid quarry material at its base. The materials are irregularly 

placed and protrude out from the render at the base of the wall at a distance of 25 mm- 

10mm. The backfill (201) of the construction cut contained 2 sherds of late 18th/early 19th 

century tin glazed pottery. These were well sealed within the fill suggesting a construction 

date for the building of no earlier than the late 18th century. 

 

5.4 Test Pit Three 

Test Pit Three 1.5m (w) x 1.5m (l) and was excavated down to a depth of 600mm (to the 

level of the natural Jersey Shale Formation). The test pit was positioned 1.9m from the 

northern facade of Clos Du Ménage. The upper fill (300) consisted of humic silty sand 

(10YR 3/1) with numerous finds dating from the 19th - late 20th century. Removal of layer 

(300) revealed the natural Jersey Shale Formation. This dark organic fill represents the 

garden plot of a previous occupant and is an area of made up ground, abutting the facade 

of the main house and the west facing wall of the garage (now removed). An irregular 

linear cut [302] was seen at the base of the test pit, cut into the natural. Gulley [302] 

measured c. 0.4m (w) x > 0.3m (d). The gulley meandered obliquely across the test pit on 

a NE-SW alignment (see fig 6 and photo 4). The fill (301) consisted of sandy gravel with no 

finds. A possible interpretation of the gulley [302] is that it represents a drain away 

cutting through the natural shale and in all probability relating to the initial construction 

of the building. No buried topsoil or subsoil was identified to the base of the test pit, 

sealing the natural. This would suggest that the imported soil was deposited directly on 

top of the exposed granite. 
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5.5 Conclusion 

The evidence from the Archaeological Test Pitting suggests that the whole area to the 

east of and beneath Clos-du Ménage had been reduced to the level of the geology prior 

to the construction of the house and the garage. The levelling is consistent with terraced 

quarrying activity which can be clearly seen in the north facing section of the property 

perimeter, where the foundation of the northern end of Clos Du Ménage is constructed 

directly onto the Jersey Shale Formation. Levels taken across the site (including to the top 

of exposed geology evident beneath the floor joists of the main build of Clos-du Ménage), 

record that the height to the top of the geology varies less than 130mm throughout. The 

absence of topsoil/subsoil from beneath the building, cut by the foundation trench [203], 

beneath the garage and at the base of Test Pit Three, in conjunction with the exposed 

section of geology (1m depth) noted to the north of the site, suggests that the entire site 

was levelled during late 18th/early 19th century quarrying activity. In further support of 

this, the modern well cover, when lifted revealed the same stratigraphy beneath. The 

lined well top was recorded at a height of 79.97m OJD, which corresponds to the levels 

taken across the site. The significance of this is that, the level of the well has not changed 

since being capped in the 20th century. Therefore, no significant ground reduction can be 

said to have taken place in recent history.  

 

It is therefore the conclusion of this report that the site is located within a disused 18th-

19th century aggregates quarry, for which St Ouen is well known. Aggregates quarrying 

still continues in the parish today and an example of a disused quarry is known >500m to 

the west of the site. The Test Pitting, along with a brief survey of the site confirmed that 

this hypothesis best accounts for the absence of historic soil layers across the site and 

beneath the house itself. Evidence from Test Pit Two supports this date for the 

construction of the house, with late 18th century-early 19th century ceramics sealed within 

backfill (201). The quarry edge can clearly be seen to the north of the site. 

 

6 FINDS  
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6.1 A total of two sherds of pottery were identified, sealed in the backfill of construction cut 

[203]. Middle to late 20th century broken crockery was identified within the small garden 

area to the rear of the garage plot. This represents domestic compost waste from the 

previous occupants of Clos Du Ménage and was not retained. 

 

 

7 DISCUSSION 

 

7.1 The results of the Test Pitting revealed that there is a very low potential for the 

preservation of archaeology across the site know as ‘land belonging to Clos Du Ménage’. 

If the interpretation of the site as a disused late 18th century-early 19th century quarry is 

correct, then any historic layers/features would have been graded away as a result of this 

activity. 

 

7.2 Although the results of the Test Pitting were negative, the decision to position Test Pit 

Two against the facade of the house, Clos Du Ménage meant that valuable information 

regarding the date and phasing of the building was obtained. This in turn, prompted an 

independent photographic building survey, the results of which support the findings of 

this report (Driscoll, S & Martin, P. 2010)  
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9 FIGURES 
 

Figure 1:  Site Location Centred on UTM 5705 5395 (Not to Scale) 

 



AArc16/10/Eval   14 
 

©Absolute Archaeology 2010     Clos Du Ménage, Le Vier Mont, St Ouen 

Figure 2:  Test Pit Location (Scale 1:200) 
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Figure 3:  Test Pit Two Plan (Scale 1:20) 

 

 

Figure 4:  Test Pit 2 - Section 1 (Scale 1:10) 
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Figure 5:  Test Pit Two - Section 2 (Scale 1:10) 

 

Figure 6:  Test Pit Three Plan (Scale 1:20) 
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10 SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

Photo 1:  Test Pit One – ESE facing section (Scales 1 x 1m & 1 x 500mm) 

 

 

Photo 2:  Test Pit Two – ESE facing section (Scales 2 x 1m & 1 x 300mm) 
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Photo 3:  Construction Cut – Context 203 (1 x 300mm & 1 x 150mm) 

 

 

Photo 4:  Test Pit Three – SSW facing section (Scales 1 x 1m, 1 x 500mm & 1 x 300mm) 
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Photo 5:  NNE facing quarry edge section (Scale 1 x 1m) 

 

 

Photo 6:  Section beneath NNE extension to house (Scale 1 x 1m) 
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Photo 7:  NW facing view of Clos du Ménage 
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