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Summary 

 

Absolute Archaeology was commissioned by Mr M Dennis (Director, Design Plus Limited), on 

behalf of the clients, Mr and Mrs McIntosh, to carry out an archaeological watching brief in 

conjunction with the excavation of a pool and the replacement of services on land belonging to 

La Platte Rocque House, La Platte Rocque Harbour, Grouville, Jersey. The work was carried out 

as a response to Planning Application P/2010/0070 (States of Jersey Planning Reference) in 

order to satisfy Planning Condition No 2, which states that the client must engage the services 

of an archaeological contractor ‘to undertake an archaeological watching-brief on any ground 

work on site that may impact upon the significant archaeological deposits’ (response from 

States of Jersey, Senior Planner, J Gladwin 18/10/2010). The scheme was carried out in 

accordance with the Project Design submitted by Absolute Archaeology and approved by the 

States of Jersey Planning Department in January 2011. 

 

The watching brief in the area of the planned pool revealed the remains of a partially 

demolished WWII German Slit Trench [202], cutting a dark organic layer (205), interpreted as a 

prehistoric land surface. Material evidence in the form of ceramic sherds dating to the early 

Bronze Age and the late Iron Age/ early Gallo Roman period were recovered. The layer was 

sealed by 950mm of clean blown sand (203) and overlaid a layer of clayey sand subsoil (206). 

No further archaeological features or deposits were identified as a result of the excavations for 

the pool or service trenches adjacent to the house.  
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Abbreviations 

 

aJD 

Above Jersey Datum; used to express a given height above mean sea level. 

 

SEA LEVEL 

Heights are to the nearest metre above sea level, based on the Bench Mark at the Harbour in 

St Helier of 9m. 

 

The Site 

The specific development area 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 This report sets out the results of an archaeological watching brief in conjunction 

with the development of land belonging to La Platte Rocque House, La Platte Rocque 

Harbour, Grouville, Jersey (States of Jersey Planning Reference P/2010/0070) (figure 

1). The development comprises the construction of a ground floor extension, 

swimming pool, pool house, garage and store, along with associated services and 

landscaping (figure 2). As the only parts of the project to break new ground, the 

excavation of the pool and the replacement services adjacent to the house were the 

only parts of the project to be covered by the archaeological monitoring. The 

watching brief was commissioned to satisfy Planning Condition No 2, stating that the 

client must engage the services of an archaeological contractor ‘to undertake an 

archaeological watching-brief on any ground works on site that may impact upon the 

significant archaeological deposits’ (response from States of Jersey, Senior Planner, J 

Gladwin 18/10/2010). The work was carried by archaeologists from Absolute 

Archaeology from the 7th February- 9th February 2011. 

 

1.2 The above planning response highlighted the potential for building recording to be 

carried out on the Jersey Round Tower located in the vicinity of the redevelopment. It 

was advised that a record should be made of any part of the foundation that may be 

exposed as a result of the redevelopment of the Project Site. It is understood from 

the commissioners of the project that the intention is to build the ground level up 

around the base of the Tower, in order to reinstate the partially demolished 

flowerbed around the lower courses of the structure. Therefore, it was agreed that, 

as no previously unseen masonry was due to be uncovered, that building recording 

would not be necessary at this stage.  

 

1.3 The work was commissioned by Mr M Dennis (Design Plus Limited) on behalf of the 

clients, Mr & Mrs McIntosh.  
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1.4 Geology, Topography and Hydrology 

 
The Project Site is defined by granite overlain by a clayey sand, a feature typical of 

much of the island.  The granite outcrops and the granite rock formations that have 

been an imposing element of maritime movement are clearly visible at low tide in the 

bay. 

 
The Project Site is located on the southeast coast of Jersey and is defined by a 

grassed garden area, bordering one of the sandy coves along La Platte Rocque bay. 

The garden drops steeply to the beach, which is c. 12m to the south of the 

development. 

 

The Project Site is situated 11m above Jersey Datum. 

 

 

2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL/HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

 

2.1 Introduction 

Prior to completion of the recent watching brief and subsequent geotechnical test 

pitting (detailed in this report), the archaeological evidence relating to La Platte 

Rocque and its immediate hinterland suggested low indicators for human activity, 

informed largely by the lack of significant prehistoric and historic monuments and 

structures, historically used as the predominant archaeological indicators across the 

island. However, the geotechnical monitoring that formed part of the Desk Based 

Assessment revealed the potential for a prehistoric presence on the Project Site, 

which was further supported by the results of the watching brief (detailed in this 

report).  

 

2.2 Prehistoric (800000 BC-43 AD)  

 Palaeoenvironmental evidence for the area of La Rocque is limited. Environmental 

samples have been retrieved from Grouville Marsh (roughly 3km to the north) and 

more closely at Marais à la Cocque, Grouville (1.5km to the north), as part of an 

island wide study to assess environmental changes to the island over the past ten 
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thousand years (Jones et al 1990: 75-87). Samples taken from these areas 

demonstrated that, during the Neolithic, partial deforestation gave way to the 

introduction of both arable and pastoral farming. Samples indicated that this was 

followed by a period of decline in human activity during the Bronze and Iron Ages 

through the Roman period, before a resurgence of use in the post-Roman period 

(Jones et al 1990: 75-87). 

 

 Of specific significance to this report is the correlation highlighted in the study 

between the apparent absence of archaeological evidence for Bronze Age activity 

and low levels of anthropic indicators in the pollen and spore counts, identified in the 

above noted samples. The conclusion drawn from the analysis supports the theory of 

a decline of anthropic activity into the Bronze Age in the southeast of the island 

(Jones et al 1990: 120). This does not appear to be supported by the findings of the 

recent watching brief and will be expanded upon in sections 4 and 5 of this report. 

 

2.3 Palaeolithic-Mesolithic (250000 – 5000 BC) 

There is no recorded evidence relating to the Palaeolithic or Mesolithic around La 

Rocque.  However, this area was subjected to changes in sea level prior to and during 

the Neolithic and therefore it is possible that evidence has been lost. 

 

2.4 Neolithic (5000 – 2200BC) 

There is very little recorded evidence for Neolithic activity to the SE of the island, the 

closest known site being Mont Ubé Gallery Grave, located 3km to the west of the La 

Platte Rocque Harbour, in St Clement. 

 

2.5 Bronze Age (2200 – 800BC) 

Bronze Age activity is recorded on Icho Islet, an islet c.2km off the coast and clearly 

visible to the SW of the Project Site. Excavations undertaken here in 1919, 1920 and 

1929 uncovered evidence of prehistoric exploitation in the form of fragments of 

Bronze Age pottery, bones of goat/sheep and pony, shells of limpet, oyster, scallop, 

winkle, whelk and ormer, along with crushed human bone, apparently also from 

prehistoric layers.  The pottery is Early to Middle Bronze Age and is clearly 

reminiscent of vessels from the middens of La Pulente and Petit Port on the west 
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coast of the island (Driscoll, P forthcoming).  Whilst there is no direct connection to 

La Platte Rocque, the monitoring of geotechnical test pits did identify evidence 

relating to Early Bronze Age activity on the Project Site, which was further supported 

by the subsequent archaeological watching brief. 

 

Also visible from La Platte Rocque is the site of La Motte, on what is now Green Island 

(c. 3km WSW of the Project Site).  At La Motte a probable Early Bronze Age coastal 

cemetery, or cimitières à coffres littorals, was excavated in the early part of the 20th 

century and although it did not reveal any human remains, the structural evidence is 

reminiscent of examples in Armorica dating to the Early Bronze Age (Driscoll, P 

forthcoming). 

 

 The closest potential mainland Bronze Age site to La Platte Rocque is St Clement’s 

churchyard (<2km) where excavations in the 1980’s revealed Late Bronze Age 

pottery, although the exact nature of the prehistoric phase of this site has not been 

ascertained. 

 

 Although not directly applicable to the Project Site, it is clear from the evidence 

noted above that there was activity in the vicinity of the site and in the coastal waters 

during the Bronze Age in this part of the island.  

  

2.5 Iron Age (800 – 100/56 BC) 

Although there is no confirmed evidence of Iron Age activity in the vicinity of the 

Project Site to date, the results of the archaeological watching brief suggest some 

form of occupation on the development site, potentially extending from the Early 

Bronze Age to the Late Iron Age/early Gallo-Roman period. 

 

2.6 Gallo-Roman (100/56 BC – 400 AD) 

Evidence for Gallo-Roman activity has previously also been considered low and 

widely recorded as an, as yet, poorly understood period in the island’s history. 

However, evidence of Gallo Roman ceramic forms, Ceramic Building Material (CBM) 

and a bronze statue of Hercules has been recovered from the area within and in the 

vicinity of St Clement’s Churchyard. In addition, a recent excavation at Grouville 
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Parish Church (2.3km to the NNW of the Project Site) revealed what is potentially the 

largest collection of Gallo-Roman ceramic forms recovered from a single site on the 

island to date, including examples of Spanish and Gallic amphora. The significant 

collection of Roman CBM, along with a potential post-hole dating to the period also 

identified on site, will be interpreted as evidence of a potential settlement dating to 

the Gallo-Roman period (Martin, P & Driscoll, S forthcoming). 

 

2.7 Medieval (400 AD – 1600 AD) 

Although the Project Site is situated within the Vingtaine de la Rocque, on the 

medieval administrative divisions of the island, there is no known evidence for 

Medieval activity within the Project Site or its immediate hinterland. 

 

2.8 Post-Medieval (1600 -1900 AD) 

Evidence for post-medieval exploitation of the Project Site and its surrounding 

landscape is more prolific.  Much of this remains as above ground archaeology and is 

particularly emphasised by the building of late 18th century coastal defences.  La 

Platte Rocque formed one of a series of Jersey Towers that protected the southern 

and eastern coast of the island in the period following the invasion of Jersey by the 

French. 

 

2.9 Modern (1900-1950 AD)  

The modern impact on the Project Site has been dramatic.  Most notable are the 

German fortifications that occupy La Platte Rocque and its immediate hinterland.  La 

Platte Rocque, formed part of a series of communicating defensive installations 

which should not be treated as an individual entity.  As a Widerstandsnest (WN), or 

Resistance Point, it was paralleled 400m to the northeast by another WN at La 

Rocque and was flanked by Einsatzstellung (EIN) at La Hocq and Le Hurel.  WNs were 

permanently manned stations, whilst EINs were only occupied during times of 

heightened threat.  Communication between the points was imperative; as they were 

required to assist or defend one another if one should be breached, creating in 

theory a seamless defence of the coast.  The WN at the Project Site, along with the 

WN at La Rocque would have comprised a series of bunkers, artillery areas for 

machine guns etc, a flame-thrower emplacement and search light facilities.   



©Absolute Archaeology 2011 

  AARC34/11/WB La Platte Rocque, La Rocque Harbour, Grouville, Jersey 12 

 

 

The bunkers are clearly still extant at the Project Site and the impact of the period 

upon the landscape can still be traced.  The “cut” into the granite sea wall in order to 

install a machine gun can still be seen from the bay.  Other elements relating to the 

German Occupation have not survived above ground.  Notable are the flame-thrower 

and searchlight emplacements and a number of smaller bunkers, which are 

represented on German sketch plans in the Green Books. 

 

Subterranean features, such as the maze of apparently zig-zag German Slit Trenches 

are known to survive in a partially demolished state, beneath the site. The trenches 

were mapped on the German sketch plan, included in this report (figure 3). 

 

3 METHODOLOGY 

3.1 The watching brief was designed to target areas of the development that would 

break previously undisturbed ground. The existence of a subterranean floor plan, 

created to convert the known German Bunker beneath the Jersey Tower, into a living 

area, had greatly reduced the potential for surviving archaeology. As the only 

elements of the redevelopment to be located in the vicinity of previously undisturbed 

soil, the excavations for the pool and replacement service trenches were the only 

target of this programme of monitoring.  

 

3.2 Foundations to accommodate the extent of the new swimming pool were excavated 

to the south of the Jersey Tower, using a JCB digger with 1.8m width grading bucket. 

The trench was excavated in two phases (Trench 1 and 2), revealing a total area of 

20m (l) x 2.5m (w) x <2m (d). Seventy percent of the area monitored comprised 

previously disturbed ground. The trench was orientated northwest to southeast. 

 
3.3 Excavations to replace/renew services were carried out using a mini excavator with 

grading bucket (Trench 3). The trenches were located adjacent and to the northwest 

of La Platte Rocque House and extended to the southeast and northeast of La Platte 

Rocque Jersey Tower. The trenches extended for <30m and were excavated to a 

depth not exceeding 300mm. 
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3.4 All spoil heaps were constantly monitored for finds throughout.  

 
3.5 All recording was carried out using Absolute Archaeology’s recording system, which   

includes written, drawn and photographic records. 

 
3.6 The project was carried out in accordance with the IFA standard and guidance for an 

archaeological watching brief (revised 2008). 

 
3.7 The archive has been prepared using the site code A Arc 34. 

 

3.8 The finds together with the site archive will be deposited with the Jersey Heritage 

Trust, St Helier, Jersey. All materials will be marked, packaged and presented in 

accordance with the Jersey Heritage Trust archive deposition guidelines and in 

accordance with the guidance contained within the Institute of Field Archaeologists 

(IFA) Standard and Guidance for an Archaeological Watching Brief (revised 

September 2008). Security copies of paper records in digital or fiche format will be 

maintained and stored at the Absolute Archaeology office prior to deposition.  
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4 RESULTS: Archaeological Watching Brief 

 

4.1 Trench 1  

Trench 1 was excavated to a depth of 1.9m and comprised the first stage of the 

excavations to accommodate the swimming pool, located 11m to the northwest of La 

Platte Rocque House and 12m NNE of the property’s southwest boundary (Figure 4). 

The trench, measuring 2.5m (w) x 13.8 m (l), comprised a topsoil/turfline (100) 

overlying recently disturbed ground (101), seen throughout the trench and to a depth 

of 1.9m. Context (101) appeared to represent an imported material. The fill 

comprised clean light brownish yellow sand, mixed with a high quantity of general 

domestic waste. The location of the disturbed ground is known to correspond to 

excavations for a swimming pool, carried out by the previous owner of La Platte 

Rocque (Mrs McIntosh pers comm). The disturbed ground was seen to seal a layer of 

soft, brownish orange, clayey sand (102). The deposit was identified as subsoil, also 

seen in Trench 2 (206). No archaeological deposits or features were identified in 

Trench 1. All spoil was monitored throughout, and no artefacts were recovered from 

the material. All upper historic deposits/layers can be seen to have been removed by 

the recent (within the last 10 years) ground disturbance (Photo 1).  

 

4.2 Trench 2 

Trench 2 was excavated to a depth of 1.5m and comprised the second stage of 

excavations to accommodate the new swimming pool, located 24.8m to the 

northwest of La Platte Rocque house and 12m NNE of the property’s SSW boundary. 

The trench, measuring 2.5m (w) and 6.2m (l) comprised a topsoil/turfline (200), 

sealing mostly undisturbed layers, apart from the cut visible in the southwest facing 

section to accommodate one of the known WWII German Slit Trenches [201] that run 

beneath the garden area, to the northwest of La Platte Rocque House. 

 

The Slit Trench, which was preserved in section, had been partially destroyed by the 

reduction of the ground level (reduced by c. 500mm as measured from the base of 

the Jersey Tower), carried out by the previous owner of the property. It was apparent 

from the debris that remained in the fill of the trench, that the construction had 
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originally been capped by a corrugated roof, which had been removed, broken up 

and used as part of the material to backfill the void, during the landscaping noted 

above (Photo 2). The remains of the structure [202] comprised reinforced rectangular 

concrete slabs, arranged along the length of the tunnel, in order to shore up the sides 

of the trench. The subterranean structure was excavated into a deep blown sand 

deposit (203), with the steep sided construction cut clearly visible in section. The 

structure was recorded to a width of 800mm, with a truncated depth measuring 

1.15m, and a cut measuring 1.2m (w). The slit trench was centrally constructed and 

had been backfilled with mid brownish yellow clean sand. The concrete slabs 

measured 60mm (d) x 320mm (w), with the length concealed in section. The panels 

were arranged horizontally, one on top of the other to create a secure lining (Photo 

2). The structure did not continue across the length of Trench 2. Furthermore, 

investigative removal of topsoil to the NNE confirmed that this portion of the 

structure has been disturbed by the recent alterations to the Project Site (noted 

above), resulting in the collapse of the structure sides and removal of the upper 

portion and roof. As such the orientation/continuation of the Slit Trench was not 

possible to ascertain and the development across potential sensitive areas of the site 

will be restricted to 300mm, and will not impact upon the structural remains. 

 

The structure was cut into a layer of light yellowish brown (soil chart ref 10YR 6/3) 

blown sand (203), seen throughout the trench and measured to a depth of 950mm. 

No artefacts were recovered from the blown sand layer and no clear organic bands 

were noted in section. The layer is interpreted as a deposit of wind-blown sand, 

indicating a site that has been largely unenclosed, preventing the accumulation of 

organic matter. It should be noted here that the upper stratigraphy had been 

removed to a depth of up to 500mm in recent history, and it is possible that recent 

garden soils may have been present; however the remaining deposit shows no sign of 

having been interrupted by significant domestic or agricultural activity.  

 

The blown sand was seen to seal a prehistoric land surface (‘A’ Horizon) (205). The 

thin dark yellowish brown, clayey sand (soil chart reference 10 YR 3/3), was seen 

throughout the trench and measured to a depth of 250mm (Photo 3). A sondage 

excavated through the layer revealed a highly organic material, with moderate flecks 
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of charcoal throughout (c. 3%). Occasional rounded pebbles and winkle shells were 

identified throughout the spoil, which could imply that the area was subject to 

seaweed manuring (vraic), resulting in the transferral of materials caught in the 

organic matter to the site (Tingle, 1998: 58-9). It is suggested that an organic layer of 

this significance can only have occurred in an area of enclosed land or an area 

protected from the blown sands by tree growth or vegetation, and subject to intense 

fertilisation. As we have seen from layer (203), an area left open to the shore is 

constantly covered by windblown deposits, through which the vegetation continues 

to grow, taking the root horizon upwards and leaving no significant trace of organic 

matter for the record. An organic layer, such as (205) suggests a significant 

archaeological event, in which human activity has disrupted this process. Similar 

layers were identified in test pits excavated through the floor of the Eagle Tavern, St 

Helier, in which clear dark bands corresponding to 18th century garden deposits were 

interspersed with bands of clean blown sand, illustrating intermittent periods of land 

management and protection from the windblown deposits (Martin & Driscoll 2008).  

This notable colouration of poor soils would be obtained through regular manuring. 

In an agricultural context, the rotation of land between arable and pasture would 

require manuring of the grassland on poor soils (Van der Westeringh 1988: 7), such 

as those created by windblown deposits frequently identified on Jersey. 

 

A total of eleven worked flints, seven sherds of early Bronze Age pottery and one 

sherd of late Iron Age/early Gallo-Roman grey ware were recovered from within layer 

(205). The early Bronze Age examples showed extreme abrasion, whilst the later 

example showed little or no abrasion. The ceramic sherds, along with the charcoal 

noted above, raise the possibility of the use of human/ domestic waste as manure. 

 

Despite the limitations of the sample area, the evidence of an organic layer 

demonstrating clear evidence of human activity, dating from the early Bronze Age to 

the late Iron Age and potentially the early Gallo Roman period, may be interpreted 

best as representing agricultural land, taking the form of pasture or plough soil. 

Indeed, whilst trowelling back the layer, a clearly defined edge was identified which 

could be interpreted as an ard mark, though due to the limited area of the excavation 

this remains supposition (Photo 4). It is suggested here that the evidence of re-
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deposited abraded ceramics, lithics, sea shells and the even distribution of charcoal 

deposits throughout the layer, represents a period of fertilisation activity on land 

close to a centre of settlement over a prolonged period. The noted difference in 

deterioration of the ceramic sample may support the theory of a prolonged period of 

settlement within the vicinity of the Project Site, with the lack of abrasion on the 

later fabric representing the end of the phase of cultivation, resulting in the sherd 

experiencing less trauma from agricultural activity. 

 

Layer (205) was seen to be sealing a mid brownish orange (soil chart ref 10 YR 4/3) 

soft clayey sand sub soil (206), measured to a depth of 200mm. The layer which was 

seen throughout the trench sealed the natural (207) light clayey sand layer, which 

was not excavated (Figure 7, Photo 5). 

 

4.3 Trench 3 

Excavations to replace services adjacent to La Platte Rocque house were monitored 

and spoil heaps checked for artefacts. No archaeological finds, features or layers 

were identified in the shallow trenches (Photo 6).  

 

4.4 Conclusion 

The excavations to accommodate the swimming pool revealed the location of one of 

the WWII German Slit Trenches that are known to run beneath the Project Site. 

Although the existence of the tunnels was attested in the WWII German Green 

Papers, it is clear from the results of the watching brief that the sketch plan recording 

the location of the trenches is inaccurate, both in the orientation of the tunnels and 

the scale of the trenches. The structure located towards the northwest end of the 

trench, was orientated WNW-ESE and could not be traced further to the northeast 

due to its demolished state. It is clear that at least some sections of the tunnel 

system have been located and backfilled by the previous owner, in order most likely 

to prevent subsidence of the garden as the roof material deteriorates. 

 

Whilst excavations to the southeast of the development area revealed 1.9m of 

disturbed ground, the stratigraphy revealed towards the northwest of the Project Site 

demonstrated a significant historic layer preserved beneath 950mm of windblown 
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sand. The artefacts recovered from this layer suggest the preservation of a 

prehistoric arable soil horizon bordering the coastal area of La Platte Rocque, the 

significance of which will be expanded upon in Section 7. 

 

5 FINDS by Paul Martin 

5.1 A total of eleven worked flints, seven sherds of Early Bronze Age pottery and one 

sherd of late Iron Age- early Gallo-Roman grey ware were excavated by hand from 

humic layer (205). 

  

The Bronze Age pottery, weighing in total 23g, consists of six body sherds and one 

rim sherd. All of the sherds show abrasion on all of the surface areas. The fabric is 

extremely hard with rounded to sub-angular abundant quartz inclusions. The 

inclusions are likely to have been naturally present in the clay rather than added, 

giving scope for locally made pottery from a clay source on the Island. The colour of 

the pottery ranges on the Munsell Soil Chart from 7.5YR 4/2 (Brown) to 7.5YR 5/6 

(Strong Brown). The rim sherd is vertical in profile with a slight angular top and 

coarse beading to the outside. The pottery assemblage has been matched to Early 

Bronze Age sherds held at La Hogue Bie Museum (e.g. case no 700 - Les Mielles). 

   

The Gallo-Roman body sherd weighing 1g is slightly abraded with very fine quartz 

inclusions and 7.5YR 5/1 (Grey) in colour. 

 

The worked flint, consisting of eleven flakes of varying size and almost certainly 

sourced from the beach (longshore drift), are (as is usual from Jersey examples) 

knapped from poor quality material. There are nine flakes in the assemblage with no 

signs of secondary working. Two flakes show signs of retouch to the ventral edges, 

whilst one small flake is calcined. 

 

6 GEOTECHNICAL TEST PIT EXCAVATION: REVIEW 

6.1 Due to the need to undertake structural engineering tests in advance of the 

redevelopment at La Platte Rocque, geotechnical test pits were excavated across the 

Project Site. The client allowed the excavations to be monitored by an archaeologist 
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from Absolute Archaeology, which took place August-September 2010 (Driscoll & 

Driscoll 2010). The results will be summarised here and considered in line with the 

findings resulting from the subsequent archaeological watching brief (Figure 8; 

Photos 5-9). 

 

6.2 Five of the seven geotechnical pits were monitored. The pits were excavated by 

machine, using a 1.8m (w) grading bucket. Test pits 2-5 measured <2m (w) x 2m (l) x 

1.5m (d). Test pit 1 was excavated against the northwest foundation of La Platte 

Rocque house and measured 300mm (w) x 500mm (l) x 1m (d). Due to the location of 

Test Pit 1, the material recorded mainly consisted of the backfill of the construction 

cut for the main structure of the Victorian building and will not be considered further 

here. 

 
Test Pits 2, 3 and 5 revealed similar stratigraphy to that noted in Trench 2. The 

topsoil/turfline was seen to be sealing a light brownish yellow, windblown sand 

deposit, to a depth of between 500mm-700mm. At the base of each pit was a clearly 

defined dark, clayey sand layer, ranging in depth from 200mm-250mm, 

corresponding to the preserved historic land surface (205) recorded in Trench 2. Test 

Pit 4 was characterised by mid-dark clayey sand deposits throughout. Artefacts 

recovered from Test Pits 4 and 5, consisting of three worked flints and four abraded 

sherds of early Bronze Age pottery, correspond in date, form and fabric to those 

identified in layer (205). Furthermore, the deposits noted in Test Pit Four contained 

an abundance of winkle shells comprising c. 15% of the material). The difference in 

context noted in Test Pit 4 may be explained by the location of a potential midden in 

this area, although this cannot be verified.  

 

7 DISCUSSION 

The monitoring of groundwork in conjunction with the excavation of the swimming 

pool site, adjacent to La Platte Rocque House has proved to be highly significant in 

adding to the archaeological record for the island of Jersey. Not only does it inform 

the record relating to the Project Site’s defensive history, but also the nature of the 

site in the prehistoric period, formally believed to have been an area of low activity 

(Jones et al 1990: 75-87). 
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The large scale disturbance of historic layers, resulting from extensive subterranean 

building activity during the WWII and more recently, as a result of unrealised plans to 

establish a pool (by the previous owner), limited the extent of the watching brief. 

However, the small area of preserved stratigraphy noted towards the northwest of 

the development revealed significant evidence relating to the nature of the Project 

Site during the prehistoric period. A sondage excavated through layer (205) revealed 

that the clayey sand was flecked with charcoal throughout. This evidence supported 

by the discovery of abraded ceramic sherds, worked flint, rounded pebbles and 

winkle shells is interpreted here as the result of manuring with seaweed and human 

waste incorporating domestic materials, potentially over a prolonged period from the 

early Bronze Age through to the early Gallo Roman period (Figure 6). 

  

Similar layers have been identified from sites across Western Europe, including 

Haarlem (Netherlands), Hallshill (Northumberland), Phoenix Wharf (London) and 

Gwithian, Cornwall (Megaw et al 1961: 209-10; Fowler 1971: 181). A study of 

prehistoric field systems in the Netherlands revealed evidence of manuring during 

the Bronze Age. At Haarlem organic layers measuring from 150mm-400mm were 

identified sealed beneath re deposited sands (Bakels 1988: 433). Here a prevalence 

of algae noted in the dark layers, led to the conclusion that material from the 

surrounding marsh had been deliberately added to the soil as manure (Bakels 1988: 

433). Similar Bronze Age layers have been identified at the sites mentioned above, 

containing abraded ceramics and indicators such as midden derived material and 

seashells (Cornwall), all suggesting deliberate manuring using human waste and 

seaweeds (Bakels 1988: 433-444). Interestingly, the majority of the sites noted above 

revealed preserved ard marks in the soil horizon, adding support to the suggestion 

that the linear noted in Trench 2 may represent similar activity.  

 

The layer recorded at La Platte Rocque is similar to those noted above, in both depth 

and in relation to the inclusions and artefacts recovered. The suggestion is that the 

winkle shells and rounded pebbles represent materials transferred as a result of 

seaweed manuring, as noted in Gwithian. The layer is likely to represent an area close 

to a settlement, this being less labour intensive than transporting waste to peripheral 
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sites. The occupation of the Project Site may potentially span the period from the 

Bronze Age through to the Gallo Roman period, however as the evidence is limited, 

this remains supposition at this stage. An alternative suggestion for the evidence of 

human waste material identified in an agricultural context may be that the land was 

turned over to agriculture after the abandonment or relocation of an existing 

settlement. However, there was no evidence to support the location of settlement on 

the Project Site, although it is acknowledged that this could be the result of a limited 

sample area and should be considered as a research objective for any further work in 

the vicinity of La Platte Rocque.  

 

Animal waste would also have been greatly utilised to enhance the properties of 

manure. A site identified on the German island of Sylt revealed a thick organic layer, 

with a high clay and phosphate content, sealed beneath a Middle Bronze Age Barrow. 

The layer was recorded to resemble Medieval Plaggen (German for turves) soils 

identified throughout North West Europe, whereby manmade soils consisting mainly 

of turves were used as bedding for animals. The turves were then covered in dry 

matter to soak up the dung. Periodically the old turves were removed and used to 

enrich the sandy agricultural soils (Bakels 1988: 35). The soils recorded were similar 

in colouration to layer (205) which raises the potential for phosphate analysis of such 

layers to enhance the understanding of this period of Jersey’s history. However due 

to the limited sample area, this was considered outside the scope of the project 

detailed in this report. 

 

In fact, this notable organic layer, sealed by blown sand deposits highlights the 

significant potential for the island to enhance the record pertaining to prehistoric 

land management. La Platte Rocque is similar to many coastal and unprotected sites 

on the island that lay preserved beneath windblown deposits, and further analysis of 

such layers could provide vital information regarding settlement patterns and 

agricultural systems during the prehistoric and Gallo-Roman period. Certainly the 

results are significant enough to challenge the conclusion of the palaeoenvironmental 

study carried out by Jones et al. (1990) (see Section 2), which suggests that there is 

no evidence for anthropic activity in this region of the island during the Bronze Age. 
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8 CONCLUSION 

The results of the watching brief were highly significant with regards to enhancing 

the archaeological record. However, apart from the partially demolished German Slit 

Trench, no further features were recorded during the excavation of the swimming 

pool. The archaeological monitoring enabled the investigation of the prehistoric land 

surface (205), which was removed to reveal a clean subsoil, sealing the natural clayey 

sand (207). Shallow excavations to the northeast of Trench 2 confirmed further 

ground disturbance in this area, with the demolished remains of the Slit Trench noted 

below the depth of the planned ground disturbance (<300mm).  

 

No archaeological features, deposits or artefacts were identified during the 

excavation of the service trenches and no previously uncovered portion of the Jersey 

Round Tower masonry will be revealed as a result of the redevelopment of the 

Project Site.  

 

Therefore it is the conclusion of this report that the development of La Platte Rocque 

will largely target areas of the Project Site that have previously been disturbed 

throughout the historic and modern periods. Whilst the results of the watching brief 

were positive, there was no scope for further investigation, with archaeology being 

restricted to previously demolished structures and historic land surfaces. Although 

the results do raise the potential of such sites to significantly enhance the 

understanding of the islands development. 
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10 FIGURES 

Figure 1:  Project Site Location 
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Figure 2:  The Development Site (Not to Scale) 
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Figure 3:  Location of German fortifications as determined from the Green Books (Not to Scale) 
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Figure 4:  Location of 2011 Watching Brief Trenches  
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Figure 5:  Section Two (1:20) 
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Figure 6:  Plan of Trench 2 (1:50) 
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Figure 7:  Section One (1:20) 
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Figure 8:  (2010) Geotechnical Test Pit Locations and (2011) Trench Location 

 

  



©Absolute Archaeology 2011 

  AARC34/11/WB La Platte Rocque, La Rocque Harbour, Grouville, Jersey 33 

 

11 PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
Photo 1:  Trench One (NW facing section) Scale 1 x 2m 

 
 
Photo 2:  WWII Slit Trench (SW facing Section) Scales 1 x 2m, 1 x 1m & 1 x 500mm 
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Photo 3:  Trench Two (NE facing section) Scales 1 x 2m & 1 x 1m 

 
 
Photo 4:  Linear feature in Trench two Scale 1 x 1m 

 
  



©Absolute Archaeology 2011 

  AARC34/11/WB La Platte Rocque, La Rocque Harbour, Grouville, Jersey 35 

 

Photo 5:  Trench Two (SE view) Scales 1 x 2m & 1 x 1m 

 
 

 
Photo 6:  Services trenches (NE view) Scale 1 x 300mm 
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Photo 7:  Geotechnical Test Pit 1 Scale 1 x 1m 

 
 

 
Photo 8:  Geotechnical Test Pit 2 Scale 1 x 1m 

 
 
Photo 9:  Geotechnical Test Pit 3 Scale 1 x 1m 
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Photo 10:  Geotechnical Test Pit 4 Scale 2 x 1m 

 
 

 

Photo 11:  Geotechnical Test Pit 5 Scale 2 x 1m 

 


