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Summary 

This document sets out the results of a targeted watching brief at Diélament Manor, La Rue De 

Diélament, Trinity, Jersey, JE3 5HX (hereafter referred to as the Project Site). Permission has been 

granted for the construction of a 2 storey extension and a basement beneath the approved extension, 

to the west elevation of the property (Planning Ref RP/2013/0708). The work was commissioned by Mr 

T MacFirbhisigh, JP Mauger Ltd (Agent) on behalf of the Developer and was carried out from the 3rd – 

6th August 2015. 

 

The results of the watching brief were negative, revealing truncated natural geology across the Project 

Site. Whilst there is potential for buried archaeology to be preserved in the fields to the east of the 

development area, the Project Site has been truncated to the natural layers, removing any potential for 

the preservation of archaeological deposits within the footprint of the new extension 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

This document sets out the results of a targeted watching brief at Diélament Manor, La Rue 

De Diélament, Trinity, Jersey, JE3 5HX (hereafter referred to as the Project Site). Permission 

has been granted for the construction of a 2 storey extension and a basement beneath the 

approved extension, to the west elevation of the property (Planning Ref RP/2013/0708). The 

work was commissioned by Mr T MacFirbhisigh, JP Mauger Ltd (Agent) on behalf of the 

Developer and was carried out from the 3rd – 6th August 2015. 

 

The programme of work was informed by the following- 

 

Condition 1. The applicant’s attention is drawn to the Desk Based Assessment (DBA), date of 

preparation 18th March 2013. Prior to the commencement of the development hereby 

approved, the recommended mitigation measures as set out under paragraph 5.1 of the DBA 

shall be undertaken, with a written scheme of investigation submitted to and approved in writing 

by the Minister for Planning & Environment. Thereafter the works shall be carried out in full 

accordance with such approved details. 

 

Condition 2. If hidden features are revealed during the course of works they should be retained 

in-situ until examined by the Minister for Planning & Environment. Works shall be suspended 

in the relevant area of the building and the Minister for Planning & Environment notified 

immediately with a view to agreeing the appropriate action. Failure to do so may result in 

unauthorised works being carried out and an offence being committed.  

 

Reasons: 

1. To help protect and thereafter to provide for the recording of any features of archaeological 

interest which may be present on the site, in accordance with the provisions of Policies 

HE1 and SP4 of the Island Plan, 2011. 

2. To ensure that special regard is paid to the interests of protecting the architectural and 

historical interest, character and integrity of the building under the provisions of Policies 

SP4, HE1, HE2, HE5 of the Adopted Island Plan 2011.  

 

Since the completion of the desk based assessment in 2013 archaeologists have been able to 

gain more information of the stratigraphy of the island and the impact of loess deposits 

(indicated bordering the Project Site) on the suitability of trench evaluations in restricted areas. 

It has therefore been agreed that a targeted watching brief will be carried out during the 

excavation of the basement, as opposed to the trench evaluation suggested in the afore 
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mentioned DBA (pers com Tracey Ingle, Principal Planner Historic Environment - Planning and 

Building Services 13th July 2015). 

 

 

Figure 1 Project Site Location 
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Figure 2 Detailed Project Site Location © States of Jersey 

 

Figure 3 Plan showing location of West Extension © Wildbore Hands Ltd 
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2. THE PROJECT SITE 

The Project Site is located in the north-east of Jersey, within the parish of Trinity.  The property 

is a Grade 3 listed building, described by the States of Jersey Listed Buildings and Places 

database thus: 

 

The present house comprises two distinct buildings resulting in 2 storeys at the front and 3 at 

the back. The ground and first floors of the back part are a typical 18th century Jersey house; 

it retains parts of two original fireplaces. A taller early 19th century villa has been tacked on to 

the front of this (now forming the main front) and presumably the third storey was added to the 

older part at the same time. Recent owners have inserted Tudor-style panelling in some of the 

rooms. Parts of the outbuildings are older than the house. 

 

The Project Site is centred on UTM 567146, 5452764, at c.310m aJD.  Geologically the site is 

defined by clay deposits overlying Bonne Nuit Ignimbrite, bordering loess to the west.  

 

 

3. ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

Abridged from the document entitled Desk-Based Assessment Diélament Manor, La Rue de 

Diélament, Trinity, JE3 5HX (Driscoll 2013: 14) 

 

Historically, the most significant activity on the Project Site and within the Study Area relates 

to the Medieval period.  Diélament was a Medieval manorial estate, falling within the Vingtaine 

de Rondin; the largest fief in the island.  The manor comprised agricultural land, fishponds, an 

orchard, a Colombier (dovecot), a chapel and a Manor House. In AD 1413 the estate was fully 

acquired by Jehan Lempriere and remained in the family for over 500 years (Stevens 1980: 

141). 

 

The origins of the manorial estate are unclear and how far back it can be traced is difficult to 

ascertain, although it was granted to de Barentin in c. AD 1250.  The epistemology of 

Diélament has been suggested to derive from a combination of the name Guille Hamon, while 

it may also refer to Decumana Castra, a camp of the 10th legion of Rome (Stevens et al. 1986: 

191).  The likelihood is that it is the former and related to the Hamon family, who founded the 

Abbey of St Helier at L’Islet in AD 1125.  Whether the manor existed prior to this is unclear, 

although an Early Medieval origin cannot be ruled out. 

 

The landscape surrounding the Project Site testifies to widespread Medieval use.  C. 300m 

south-west of the Project Site is the field Le Pré des Vieux Viviers (fishponds), whilst c.130m 
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directly south of the site is a fieldname called Pommiers (apple trees) des Neufs, suggesting 

the presence of an orchard (see Stevens et al. 1986: Map 7A).  These small remnants of past 

land practice, combined with the Colombier, Manor House and chapel, all point to a well-

established Medieval estate.  

 

The most significant surviving heritage asset near the site is the Colombier, less than 50m east 

of the Project Site.  It is the largest surviving Colombier in the island but had been rebuilt in AD 

1573, after Thomas Lemprière, who had lost his rights to a dovecot on the land, petitioned the 

courts to “re-erect” one (Stevens et al: 158).   

 

The original Manor House of the Fief of Diélament was in Grands Vaux, but by AD 1524 had 

been moved to the current Project Site.  How long a building had existed on the Project Site 

prior to this is also unknown, but if a Colombier had been present and the surrounding area 

bears evidence for Medieval manorial components, it would be wise to suggest that the Manor 

House also existed in the Medieval period. 

 

4. METHODOLOGY 

4.1. Watching Brief 

Monitoring of the work was comprehensive (present during all groundwork) and carried out in 

accordance with the CIfA Standard and Guidance for an archaeological watching brief (revised 

2014). 

 

Primary Aims: 

 Seek to assess the potential for archaeological activity associated with the Project Site;  

 Record and identify archaeological features and deposits to a level appropriate to their 

extent and significance; 

 Undertake sufficient post-excavation assessment to interpret archaeological features 

and phasing identified during site works, and to place these within their local and 

regional context; 

 Create a site archive for deposition in a suitable repository. 

 

Archaeological control was maintained over the mechanical ground reduction method and all 

excavation was closely monitored during the reduction of soil. 

 

 

5. RESULTS 
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The mechanical reduction of the basement followed the demolition of a 20th century extension 

and conservatory to the west of Diélament Manor. The excavation revealed 300mm of made 

ground (1), consisting of loose sands and gravels. This was seen to seal truncated natural 

Bonne Nuit Ignimbrite (4) identified to a depth >3m.   

 

 

   Photo 1 South facing view of excavation  
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   Photo 2 SSW facing section (Scales 1 x 2m & 1 x 500mm)  

 

A Post Medieval water feature was encountered beneath the southern foundation of the 

extension of the demolished extension [3]. The structure comprised random coursed granite 

blocks and measured 1m in diameter, with a depth exceeding 6m. Although dry, the feature is 

interpreted as a well. No further investigation was possible, due to health and safety concerns. 

The feature will be preserved in situ beneath the new extension.  
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   Photo 3 Interval view of well  

 

5.1. Finds 

No finds were identified during the groundwork and no artefacts were recovered from the spoil, 

which was monitored throughout.  

 

5.2. Discussion 

There is a drop in height of approximately 1.5m from the fields to the east of Diélament Manor 

to the development area and it is suggested that the Project Site was truncated to the level of 

the natural gravels, during the construction of the current Manor House, in order to provide a 

solid foundation. This terracing is common across the island and is employed to allow building 

on solid geology in areas of clay and loess.  

 

In a monitoring visit carried out on the 6th August 2015, Olga Finch (Jersey Heritage) 

recommended that no further archaeological investigation will be required in conjunction with 

this project.  
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6. CONCLUSION  

The results of the watching brief were negative, revealing truncated natural geology across the 

Project Site. Whilst there is potential for buried archaeology to be preserved in the fields to the 

east of the development area, the Project Site has been truncated to the natural layers, 

removing any potential for the preservation of archaeological deposits within the footprint of 

the new extension.  
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8. TABLES 

Table 1 Context Descriptions  

Contexts 1-4  

Context 

Number 

Type Depth/ 

Height 

Width / 

Radius 

Length  Colour 

(Munsell 

Ref) 

Finds Recorded 

Date 

1 Made Ground  300mm >10m >16 Dark 

Reddish 

Brown 

- 3.08.2015 

2 Cut for water 

feature 

6m 1m - - - 3.08.2015 

3 Structure 6m 1m - - - 3.08.2015 

4 Natural  >3m >10m >16m Dark 

Reddish 

Brown 

- 3.08.2015 

 

 

 

 


