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1.0  Introduction 
 
1.1 This report sets out the results of an archaeological excavation and 

watching brief carried out by Scarborough Archaeological and Historical 
Society (SAHS) on a dev elopment site on the northern side of Quay Street 
in January 2003. The National Grid Reference is TA 05071 88830 and the 
site code QS 03. 

 
1.1 The archaeological work was carried out on behalf of Go P roperty &  

Leisure t o s atisfy an ar chaeological c ondition at tached t o a planning 
permission for re-building the fire-damaged warehouse on the site - 
decision 02/00233/FL. 

 
2.0 Site Description 
 
2.1 The s ite has  a f rontage of  7.5 metres t o Quay S treet and a t otal f ront t o 

back depth of  10.2 metres – figure 1.  The rear 2.3 metres of the site are 
on a platform 5.0 m etres abov e t he m ain par t of  t he s ite and ar e not  
affected by this archaeological proposal 

 

 
Fig 1: Extract from the 1:2500 Scale Ordnance Survey map dated 1929 
showing the location of the site and the previous building 

 
2.2 The s ite w as pr eviously oc cupied by  a 19 th century w arehouse w hich, 

following serious fire damage, had been demolished.  This 19th century 
warehouse was itself a replacement of earlier buildings on the site. 

 
2.3  At its extreme northern end, the site buts on to a narrow lane known as 

Salmon Steps, w hich gi ves ac cess t o t he C astle D ykes.  T he r etaining 



wall between the site and S almon Steps has been observed to consist of 
large blocks of well coursed stonework.  I t continues behind numbers 56 
and 60 Quay Street.  At the current site it has been re-fronted i n 19 th 
century bricks. 

 
2.4  The retaining wall bet ween t he m ain s ite and upper  pl atform w as al so 

noted to be c onstructed from squared stone blocks, again re-faced in 19th 
century brickwork.  Abutting and extending below this retaining wall is a 
well. 

 
3.0 Historical and Archaeological Background 
 
3.1 The site is situated on or close to what was probably originally the 

seashore at the foot of the South Bay Cliff.  A lthough c laims hav e been 
made f or R oman and V iking s ettlements ar ound t he S outh B ay1, t he 
documented dev elopment of  t he ar ea begi ns with the emergence of 
Scarborough as a town and port during the second half of the 12th 
century2. F igure 2 shows the location of previous excavations An 
excavation in 1978 at  30 Quay Street3 uncovered an area of stone paving 
on the natural clay surface and a second area of paving was reportedly 
found at the junction of Bakehouse Steps and Quay Street in 19714

 

.. Both 
may have been r udimentary slipways constructed on t he natural shoreline 
before t he c onstruction of  t he f irst har bour w all in this part of the South 
Bay. 

3.2 Quay 

Street could mark the line of the first waterfront which may have consisted 

                                                 
1 Farmer P G (1976) Scarborough Harbour and Borough, 1 and Farmer PG (1988) Early 
Medieval Settlement at Scarborough in Manby TG (Ed) Archaeology in Eastern Yorkshire, 
140-2 
2 Pearson T (1987) An Archaeological Survey of Scarborough, 31 
3 Pearson T (1978) An Excavation at 30 Quay Street in Transactions of the Scarborough 
Archaeological and Historical Society No 21, 15-16 
4 Farmer PG (1976) 3 



of a stone and timber harbour w all.  S ubsequent r eclamation meant t hat 
the harbour f ront moved progressively f urther south and by  the middle of 
the 14 th century it appears t o hav e been m id-way between present Quay 
Street and S andside5.  Reclamation also involved raising the ground level 
behind the harbour front to provide some protection from flooding during 
high tides and heavy seas.  The 1978 excavation at 30 Quay Street found 
that c lay had been dum ped to raise t he ground level par tially burying the 
earlier slipway whilst an ex cavation on t he north side of The Bolts in 1990 
and on the north side of Quay Street at number 22A in 1996 revealed that 
domestic refuse had been dum ped at the base of the cliff probably for the 
same purpose6 7

 
. 

3.3 The ar ea ar ound t he har bour w as t he m ost dens ely s ettled part of the 
medieval t own as  i s i ndicated by  t he hi gh r ents pai d f or l and here in the 
14th century8

 

.  Several hous es al ong Q uay S treet s till pr eserve pos sible 
medieval timberwork in their structures, m ost not ably t he f ormer Three 
Mariners Inn on t he south side of  the street and N o 2 Q uay Street on the 
north. 

3.4 Quay Street is shown on 18 th century maps of the town, such as Cossins’ 
of 1725 9

 

 as being fully developed, but it is not possible to deduce the size 
and form of the site from such maps. 

3.5 The first  accurate map of the area is John Wood’s survey of 182810

 

.  This 
shows the site developed by a building right across the frontage with a 
return wing at the eastern end alongside the boundary with the current 60 
Quay Street. 

3.5 The earliest Ordnance Survey map was published in 185211 at the scale of 
1:1056.  This s hows t he s ite dev eloped by  t wo l ong, nar row bui ldings 
running back to the pr esent br ick bac k w all t o t he l ower par t of  t he s ite. 
The upper platform part of the site appears to be a yard. It would appear 
that the site had been r ebuilt between the publication of Wood’s map and 
the f irst O rdnance Survey map. T here i s a f urther c lue to t his in a will of 
1824 which refers to a house or tenement  ‘ …lately untenanted and s ince 
in par t t aken down and on t he s ite whereof a warehouse has lately been 
erected and built’12

3.6 By the time the large scale Ordnance Survey map at the scale of 1:500 of 
1892

 although there is a slight inconsistency in the dates. 

13

                                                 
5 Pearson T (1987) 30 

 was published, two cross walls had been erected and it is possible 
that the buildings on t he s ite had been s ubdivided i nto f our uni ts.  T he 

6 Pearson T (1990) An Archaeological Evaluation of 24-26 The Bolts Scarborough 
Archaeological and Historical Society Interim Report No 10 
7 Pearson T (1990) An Archaeological Assessment of land adjacent to 22A Quay Street, 
Scarborough, Scarborough Archaeological and Historical Society Interim Report No 23 
8 Pearson T (1987) 32 
9 Cossins J ‘New and Exact Plan of Scarborough’ 1725 
10 Woods J ‘Plan of the Town and Environs of Scarborough’ 1828 
11 Ordnance Survey 1:1056 Scale Map 1852 
12 Deed of conveyance from Henry Byron & Ann his wife & Emey Edge to Christopher Hill and 
Francis Hill shipowners 3 February 1824 
13 Ordnance Survey 1:500 Scale Map 1892 



upper, pl atform l evel of  t he s ite had al so been dev eloped, ac cessed by  
steps behind number 58A. 

 
3.7 The Ordnance Survey maps of 1912 and 1929 14 15

 

 appear to show the site 
fully built up, without a passage between the two frontage units. 

4.0 Aims and Objectives 
 
4.1 The aim of the excavation and w atching br ief w as t o r ecord any  

archaeological r emains af fected by  t he dev elopment, and to provide an 
historical understanding of the s ite bef ore f oundation w orks f or t he new  
development commenced.  

 
5.0 Methodology 
 
5.1 The replacement building was to be erected off a concrete raft, the ground 

works to consist of  l owering t he pr esent s urface s ufficiently t o al low t he 
formation of  t he r aft.  T his w as t he s ubject of  t he watching brief during 
machining off over the week commencing 20 January 2003. 

 
5.2 A proposed drain crossing the site south to north, starting at a depth of 

about 1700 mm in the road rising to a depth of about 1300 mm at the north 
was hand dug archaeologically into the natural, over the period 5 January, 
10-12 January and 18 January 2003. 

 
5.3 All archaeological deposits were recorded according to correct principles of 

stratigraphic excavation on SAHS’s pro forma context sheets. 
 
5.4 Plans and Sections - the sections of  t he ex cavation, and pl ans and 

elevations of structures were drawn at a scale of 1:20 on drawing film. 
 
5.5 Photographic record.  The photographic record comprises colour prints and 

colour transparencies to record all archaeological features encountered. 
 
5.6 Finds and site archive.  All artefacts and the site record will be deposited in 

the Rotunda Museum in accordance with SAHS practice. 
 
6.0 The Excavation - Trenches 1 (figure 4), 2 (figure 5) and 3 
 
6.1 The alignment of the south-north drain was excavated as two trenches, 1 

and 2 (figure 3), separated by a nar row baulk on t he alignment of a c ross 
wall. Trench 3 consisted of the removal of the concrete over a three metre 
length of the c ross w all t o al low i ts r ecording, ar chaeological ev aluation 
and its careful removal prior to the machining off of the surface. 

                                                 
14 Ordnance Survey 1:2500Scale Map 1912 
15 Ordnance Survey 1:2500Scale Map 1929 



 
Fig 3 Location of trenches and features revealed during the watching brief 

 
6.2 Phase I.  Levelling of natural.  A stiff grey-green nat ural c lay w as 

encountered i n T rench 2 at  4. 450 O D ( 202) ( figure 5), just below the 
modern concrete.  I n Trench 1, the natural (110) sloped down at an angle 
of about  45 o (figure 4)  nor th-south from the pos ition just below the baulk 
cross wall.  In Trench 1 this clay was interpreted as the original, natural cliff 
slope, whilst in Trench 2 i t was interpreted that the or iginal c liff s lope had 
been levelled or planed off to form a building platform or yard. 

 
6.3 Phase II Sand 112.  In Trench 2 at 3.030 OD  the natural was overlain by a 

clean sand, which contained fragments of medieval pottery. This deposit of 
clean sand was interpreted as a levelling of the site.  However, an 
alternative interpretation was that this was the natural beach level, some of 
the pot tery bei ng w ater w ashed. T his depos it c ontinued dow n t o t he 
maximum depth of this trench at 2.710 OD. 

 



 
Fig 4 West facing section of trench 1 

 

 
Fig 5 West facing section of trench 2 

 
Phase III.  Infilling and levelling the site (108, 107, 104 and 103).  The site 
appears to have been levelled during the medieval period by the dumping 
of a clayey stony material in Trench 1, from the north.  This phase is 
perhaps contemporary with the levelling of t he nat ural c lay i n T rench 2 
referred to in 6.2 above when the building platform was being formed. 

 
6.4 Sub phase IV - contemporary with the dumping of material to infill the site 

small scale industrial activity seems to have taken place.  Three areas of 
burnt m aterial c ontaining s ubstantial depos its of  i ron slag, pottery (some 
vitrified) and c oal w ere f ound ( 105, 106 and 109)  i nterleaved w ith t he 
deposited material.  These were i nterpreted as  t he s ites of  t emporary 
braziers for activities such as nail making. 

 
6.5 Phase V  W ell.  C ut 205 i nto t he nat ural in Trench 2 was perhaps 

contemporary with the infilling of the southern part of the site.  It represents 
the first cut for the well.  Since at this point the well appears to be below 
the foundations for the stone retaining wall at 4.450 OD it is likely that the 
well and the retaining wall were built at the same time as preparatory works 
for developing the site, possibly contemporaneously with the levelling.  



Since t he w ell w as f ound t o be at  l east 4 metres deep, a substantial 
amount of spoil would be created in its excavation, and this would perhaps 
account for some of the clay matrix used for infilling the remainder of the 
site. 

 
6.6 Phase VI stone/brick wall (figure 6).  T he 

stone wall 300 one c ourse deep and 300 
mm t hick w as s et on a s tiff br own clay 
matrix of  uni form c onsistency and 
appearance. The top of  t he s tone at  
4.300 OD was covered by a single course 
of clamp f ired r ed br icks of  18 th or 19 th 
century date set in a lime mortar with coal 
inclusions T his c lay c ontained no 
inclusions or  ar tefacts.  I n T rench 1 the 
clay bondi ng m aterial w as c ut i nto the 
medieval intact deposits, whereas uphill it 
was par tially c ut i nto and partially set on 
top of the natural clay.  No dating 
evidence was found for the wall although 
it appear ed m edieval ,  but  a 3 metre 
length was later investigated in Trench 3 
immediately prior to t he s tripping of  t he 
site by  t he r emoval of  t he c oncrete and 
brick capping.  The wall was recorded Figure 6 Stone wall 300 
 before lifting, during the   Looking west. 500mm scales 
course of which it was found to contain one fragment of clay pantile and a 
fragment of lime mortar.  T he stones appeared to have been re-set some 
being at an angle to the brick wall above.  The tentative interpretation 
therefore i s t hat w all 300 r epresents a medieval wall alignment, but the 
stones had been re-used and re-set for the building of a later wall.  This 
wall al ignment i s c onsistent w ith t he bac k w all of  a building shown on 
Wood’s map of 1828. 

 
6.7 Phase VII Floor.  Deposit 102 was a black, ashy loamy layer, devoid of 

artefacts, abutting the stone and interpreted as the floor of the building. 
 
6.8 Phase VI II.  T he cro ss w all w as re -built, at least one c ourse of  s mall, 

clamp-fired bricks of  t ypical 18 th or 19 th century appear ance.  A ssociated 
with this phase was a fragment of brick floor which overlay the earlier ashy 
floor. Feature 301 was associated with the wall and c onsisted of a square 
slot formed by four bricks and with a m ortar base.  T he pottery recovered 
from this was ent irely 19 th century and the initial interpretation was that it 
was a sump associated with a piece of machinery in the building from its 
period of use as an engi neering works.  H owever, oral evidence suggests 
that the building may hav e contained a num ber of  large pos ts, t his could 
therefore be a post hole. 

 
6.9 Phase IX.  Levelling to form base for modern concrete. 
 
 



7.0 The Watching Brief 
 
7.1 Machining t o f orm t he c oncrete r aft di d not  penet rate deeper  t han the 

upper layers and it confirmed the sequence predicted in the excavation 
trenches 1 and 2 ie the rear of the site was a platform cut into natural clay 
and the frontage infill deposits, and this was consistent throughout the site.  
The following additional information was found: 

 
7.2 The cross wall 300 w hich had onl y been i nvestigated in part was found to 

extend across the full w idth of  t he s ite in t he same form, except t hat t he 
central section had been removed and north-south brick walls notched into 
it - these appear t o represent t he f ront t o back walls shown on t he 1852 
Ordnance Survey map . 

 
7.3 The f lank w alls t o 60 Q uay S treet ( 404) and 56 Q uay Street (405) were 

also f ound to contain single courses of stone below brick similar to 
300/400. In the case of 404 t he wall was sitting directly on t he brown clay 
matrix whilst at 405 it had been cut into it and set in mortar indicating re-
building.  

 
8.0 Discussion 
 
8.1 Previous ex cavations in Quay Street have indicated the presence of 

rudimentary slipways at the foot of the cliff slope followed by backfilling to 
reclaim land. This backfilling has usually been organic in nature interpreted 
as the deliberate and possibly planned dumping of domestic refuse in order 
to create land behind the quay alignment. This dumping was thought to 
have taken place over a very short period. 

 
8.2 N o s uch r udimentary s lipways w ere f ound at  t he c urrent s ite and the 

backfilling although carried out  r apidly w as no t or ganic i n nat ure. Q uay 
Street was at the heart of the commercial area of the medieval town and the 
creation of development land by backfilling was to some extent the result of 
commercial pressures. It appears from the present site that at the eastern 
end of Quay Street this pr essure f or bui lding l and w as par tially m et by  
digging back into t he c liff and c reating a pl atform on t he nat ural c lay, t he 
spoil so produced being used to infill on the seaward side in a form of cut 
and f ill t echnique. I t i s not  k nown why this form should be adopted at this 
end of Quay Street but we can speculate that the slope and form of the cliff 
in this location made this a more viable option than towards the west where 
the cliff slope may have been steeper.   

 
 
 
9.0 Acknowledgements 
 
9.1 The excavation was undertaken at the request of Go Property & Leisure in 

consultation w ith t heir ar chitect H oward A cklam who provided the levels.  
The excavation was directed by the author and carried out by the following 
members of  S carborough A rchaeological and H istorical S ociety: Rachel 
Alden, Steve Bence, Rachel Cubitt, Chris Evans, Sue Galloway, Barbara 



Newby, Ken Newby, Sue Ogilvy, Trevor Pearson, Ian Walker, Martyn Watts 
and Geoff Wood. Finds were processed by Vanessa Milner 

 
I am grateful to Ray Smith for the loan of deeds to this site and to John 
Rushton for summarising them. The summary is in the excavation archive 
 



Annex 1 Catalogue of finds 



INTERIM FIELDWORK REPORTS PUBLISHED 1987-2003 
Report No 1 (1987) AN EXCAVATION AT EAST SANDGATE 1987 

Report No 2 (1988) 18-22 ST SEPULCHRE ST: AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION 

Report No 3 (1988) EXCAVATIONS AT 7 LEADING POST STREET  (published in Transactions No 27, 1989) 

Report No 4 (1988) PARADISE; AN INTERIM REPORT ON RECENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS 

Report No 5 (1989) PARADISE; A REPORT ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS, DECEMBER 1988 

Report No 6 (1989)  EXCAVATIONS AT 10-10A ST SEPULCHRE STREET  (published in Transactions No 28, 1990) 

Report No 7 (1989)  PARADISE: A REPORT ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS, MAY-JUNE 1989 

Report No 8 (1989)  EXCAVATIONS AT 35 CASTLEGATE 

Report No 9 (1989)  EXCAVATIONS AT NEWBY FARM, NEAR SCARBOROUGH 

Report No 10 (1990)  AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION OF 24-26 THE BOLTS 

Report No 11 (1990)  AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION OF 119 LONGWESTGATE 

Report No 12 (1991)  FIELDWORK AT MANOR FARM, OSGODBY 

Report No 13 (1991)  AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION AT PEASHOLM 

Report No 14 (1991) AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF FILEY ROMAN SIGNAL  STATION 

Report No 15 (1991) AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT OF NO 4 NORTH STREET 

Report No 16 (1992)  AN EXCAVATION OF THE RAW LIQUOR CISTERN AT THE  RAVENSCAR ALUM WORKS 

Report No 17 (1992)  AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION AT 1-3 LEADING POST STREET 

Report No 18 (1992)  AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION ADJACENT TO 35 CASTLEGATE 

Report No 19 (1993)  AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION AT 40 PRINCESS STREET 

Report No 20 (1994)  AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION OF A SITE AT GLOBE STREET  

Report No 21 (1996)  AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF AT 33-34 FORESHORE ROAD 

Report No 22(1996)  AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION OF THE FORMER  CONVENT SCHOOL, QUEEN 

STREET 

Report No 23 (1996)  AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT OF LAND ADJACENT TO  22A QUAY STREET 

Report No 24 (1996)  AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION AT THE FORMER CONVENT SCHOOL 

Report No 25 (1997) AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF AT CASTLE DYKES 

Report No 26 (1997) AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION AT ST PETER’S SCHOOL, AUBOROUGH STREET 

Report No 27 (1997) AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF AT THE CASTLE HOTEL, QUEEN STREET 

Report No 28 (1997) AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF AT THE BARN PUBLIC HOUSE, OSGODBY 

Report No 29 (1997)   AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION AT 80 ST THOMAS STREET 

Report No 30 (1998)   AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION AT SPRINGFIELD 

Report No 31 (1999) AN EXCAVATION ADJACENT TO MULGRAVE PLACE 

Report No 32 (2000)  AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION AT THE NEWCASTLE PACKET, SANDSIDE 

Report No 33 (2000) A WATCHING BRIEF AT THE  FORMER CONVENT SCHOOL, QUEEN STREET 

Report No 34 (2002) AN EARTHWORK SURVEY OF SEAMER MANOR HOUSE 



Report No 35 (2003) AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION AND WATCHING BRIEF AT 58 QUAY STREET, 
SCARBOROUGH 
 


	AN
	AN
	AND
	AT 58 QUAY STREET
	SCARBOROUGH


	Fig 3 Location of trenches and features revealed during the watching brief
	Fig 4 West facing section of trench 1
	Fig 5 West facing section of trench 2
	Report No 35 (2003) AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION AND WATCHING BRIEF AT 58 QUAY STREET, SCARBOROUGH

