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1 ABSTRACT

An archaeological evaluation took place on the site of the south stand of the Leyton
Orient Football Club, Buckingham Road, Leyton, between the 13th and 16th of
August, 1996, by Newham Museum Service (Figure 1). Two trenches were excavated
revealing features cut into a post-medieval ploughsoil and the underlying natural
brickearth. A number of postholes were recorded, along with a horn drain dating to
the post-medieval period.



2 INTRODUCTION

2.1 An archaeological evaluation was undertaken on the site of the south stand of
the Leyton Orient Football Club by Newham Museum Service between the 13th and
16th of August, 1996. This was in advance of the development of a new seating
structure with a deep basement to contain various sports facilities.

2.2 The work was commissioned by Leyton Orient Football Club Ltd. to fulfil a
planning condition imposed upon Planning Application No.96/0200 by the London
Borough of Waltham Forest. This planning condition was on the advice of the
English Heritage Planning Officer for North-East London.

2.3 The principal aim of the evaluation was to assess the survival of archaeological
deposits on the site, which lies within an archaeological priority zone, as defined in
the London Borough of Waltham Forest Unitary Development Plan.

2.4 Newham Museum Service would like to thank Leyton Orient Football Club for
funding the excavation, Mr. John Goldsmith for his help and interest, Mrs Janet
Hasler of Leyton Orient Football Club and Lawrence Pontin, English Heritage
Planning Advisor (North-East London). The author would like to personally thank
Mark Turner for negotiating the site, Graham Reed for the illustrations, Dave
Lawrence and Alice Hodgins for their assistance and Ian Hanson and Shaun Tamblyn
for their sterling work on site. Work on site was supervised by the author.



3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

3.1 The site is in the vicinity of the interface between river terrace gravels (Taplow)
and the alluvial floodplain of the River Lea (British Geological Survey, 1993, Sheet
256). This location is thought to have been favoured by prehistoric communities due
to its environmental amenities.

3.2 Previous excavations in the area, such as investigations at Oliver Close in 1993
(Sabel, 1994 and forthcoming) revealed the remains of a Bronze Age settlement. This
site was only a few hundred yards to the west of the Football Stadium. Prehistoric
activity was also recorded to the north-east, at the George Mitchell School (Thrale,
1993).

3.3 Ruckholt Manor was a major estate in the Leyton area from the 13th to the 19th
century. It is known that Coronation Gardens, directly to the south-east of the

stadium, was previously a pond associated with this estate until at least the mid 19th
century (Stable, 1864).



4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY

4.1 The methodology was based on the archaeological brief and conformed to the
standards set out in Guidance Paper No.3 (Standard Practices in Archaeological
Fieldwork), No.5 (Archaeological Assessment and Evaluation Reports) and all
relevant Health and Safety Regulations.

4.2 An evaluation was deemed necessary as no previous excavations had taken
place on the site, which lies within an archaeological priority zone.

4.3 The demolition of the south stand of the football ground had already been
undertaken. Two evaluation trenches measuring 10m x 2m were located by the
specification outlined in the Guidance Brief. Trench 1, aligned east-west, was
positioned to the west of the area under investigation, with Trench 2 in a north-south
alignment to the east (Figure 2).

4.4 The site was scanned using a CAT scan, to ensure that no live services were
located in the vicinity, prior to excavation.

4.5 The trenches were excavated by mechanical excavator (JCB) under
archaeological supervision until archaeological features were reached. The trenches
were then cleaned by hand and any features examined for datable material and to
determine their nature. Trench 1 revealed a number of archaeological features cut into
the natural brickearth and the contingency in the Project Design (Turner, 1996) was
used to extend this trench to 12m x 4m with a further extension of 4m x 2m to the
south-east (Figure 3). Trench 2 was machined to a depth of 2.40m, exposing a post-
medieval ploughsoil, and was recorded on a pro-forma trench recording sheet.

4.6 The site was supervised by Alison Telfer and negotiated by Mark Turner on
behalf of Newham Museum Service.



S DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS

5.1 Two trenches were excavated. Twenty-two contexts were identified and
recorded. In both trenches, a deep layer of demolition and incineration material
overlay a series of post-medieval layers, two of which appeared to be ploughsoils
(Figure 4). These were machined out in Trench 1 to reveal a layer of naturally
deposited brickearth below at 6.76m A.O.D. This, in turn, overlay a natural gravel
layer at 6.62m A.O.D.

5.2 The deposits recorded in the trenches reflected the stratigraphy from five
boreholes, which were sunk up to a depth of 10m into an area skirting the south stand
of the Football Stadium. This was undertaken in May 1996 by John Pryke and
Partners. The borehole report (Grant, 1996), which details the results of the borehole
logs, substantiates the site’s proximity to the alluvial flood plain and gravel terrace
boundary and reveals an undulating prehistoric landscape.

5.3 Trench 1 revealed a number of postholes, one of which contained fragments of
daub. The exact date of these features is unclear.

54 Trench 1 also revealed a north-south orientated horn core lined land drain
(Figure 3). The drain was packed full of cow horn and bone, which would have eased
the flow of water that the drain would have carried. It is likely that the drain had been
truncated from above, probably from prolonged ploughing. The location and
orientation of this drain correlates with a 19th Century map of the area (ref. Stable,
1864) when Coronation Gardens (see Figure 1) was called Ruckholts Pond. It is
known that ‘horn drains’ were in use sometime between the 17th and late 18th
centuries and were associated with butchery, tanning or horn-working (Armitage,
1989).

5.5 Trench 2 revealed an east-west running ditch (Figure 4), which may have been a
boundary ditch. Its delineation also appears on Stable’s map of 1864 and may have
been associated with the horn drain.



6 CONCLUSIONS

6.1 The evaluation at the south stand of the Leyton Orient Football Club revealed
deposits dating to the post-medieval period. A horn drain and a possible field
boundary were recorded, both of which appear associated with field systems
belonging to the Ruckholt Estate.

6.2 A number of postholes were also recorded, one of which contained fragments of
daub. Although the dating for these is inconclusive, the stratigraphy from Trench 1
suggests a phase of activity earlier than the horn drain.

6.3 In the event of the development of either the northern or western areas of the
stadium, it would be necessary for a further archaeological assessment to be applied.

6.4 It is the recommendation of this report that construction work may go ahead in
the area of the former south stand of the Leyton Orient Football Club.
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7.2 APPENDIX IT
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