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Summary 

In May 2016 the author was commissioned to analyse a small assemblage of pottery 

from a watching brief conducted at United House, Piccadilly, York. This consisted of 

a total of fifteen sherds weighing 621.1g. The total Rim EVE for the assemblage was 

0.075 and the total Base EVE was 0.22. The assemblage is almost entirely medieval in 

date, likely 12th to 15th century. Two sherds may date from the post medieval 

period. 

Introduction 

The assemblage analysed here was recovered as the result of a watching brief 

conducted at United House, Piccadilly, York, undertaken by LS Archaeology for 

clients Ascot Investments Ltd. There is well known Roman, Anglo-Saxon and 

Medieval archaeology in the area and the watching brief was deemed necessary in 

light of this. 

 

The watching brief revealed eighteen contexts (including modern tarmac). The 

pottery analysed here was recovered from context (7), a dark deposit. The 

assemblage consists of a total of fifteen sherds of nine separate fabrics, weighing 

621.1g collectively. Together these have total Estimate Vessel Equivalents (EVEs) of 

0.075 (rims) and 0.22 (bases). Overall, the sherds were in moderate to good condition. 

 

This report assesses the quantity, quality and composition of the pottery assemblage 

and gives an interpretation of the sherds and their use on the site. 

 

Methodology 

This analysis has been undertaken following the guidelines set out by Orton, Tyers 

and Vince in Pottery in Archaeology (1993) and the second edition of the same book by 

Orton and Hughes (2013).  

 

The assemblage was sorted by fabric, each being identified by types of clay and 

inclusions present. The total sherd count and weight for each fabric is given. Where 



 

possible the particular fabric has been identified with the aid of Mainman and 

Jenner’s Medieval Pottery from York (2013). Unidentifiable fabrics were given a code 

based on their physical characteristics and inclusions present (see appendix for list) 

and given a description.  

Only in one instance could define vessel form be identified. The most common forms 

have been listed for other fabrics in the assemblage. Estimated Vessel Equivalents 

were calculated for both rims and bases. 

Fabrics 
Brandsby-Type Ware 

13th - 14th Century 

Three sherds of this ware were identified; two body pieces and one base. All three 

displayed a green glaze on the exterior surfaces. The base had a diameter of 9cm, this 

being 10% of the whole. Jugs are the most common form in the ware. 

 

Sandy Red Ware 

13th - 14th Century 

Two base pieces of this ware were identified. One was immeasurable, the other had a 

diameter of 9cm, this being 12% of the whole. Neither of these sherds displayed 

decoration. Jugs are most common form of this ware. 

 

Figure 1: Brandsby-Type Figure 2: Sandy Red ware. 



 

Walmgate Ware 

14th - 15th Century 

Four body pieces were identified. Three of which displayed a white slipped exterior. 

The largest sherd displayed evidence of light burning or sooting suggesting its use as 

a cooking jar or one which had been warmed by a fire, perhaps containing wine or 

ale. Jugs and storage jars are the most common forms of this ware. 

 

Fine White Splashed Ware 

12th - 13th Century 

One body piece of this ware was identified. It is likely to be from towards the base of 

a vessel given its thickness. This would explain the pale orange colour of the fabric. 

Vessels typically speaking are a darker colour towards their base as a result of 

differential firing. The only decoration on this sherd was an exterior yellow glaze. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Walmgate 



 

Humber Ware 

Late 14th - Late 15th or Early 16th Century 

One body sherd of this ware was identified. The glaze typical of this ware was absent 

on this sherd. Jugs and jars are the most common forms of this ware. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moderately Gritted White Splashed Ware 

12th - 13th Century 

One rim sherd of this ware was identified. It had a diameter of 5cm, this being 7.5% 

of the whole. The sherd displayed a creamy-yellow slip and was identified as the rim 

of a flat-topped bowl. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5: Humber

Figure 6: Moderately Gritted White 



 

Gritty Ware 

Late 11th - Early 13th Century 

One sherd was identified. There are many variations of gritty ware. The fabric of this 

sherd displayed a pale grey core with orange margins and dark grey surfaces. No 

decoration was present. Gritty ware vessels were the main cooking pots in York over 

their period of production. 

 

Mwk1 (Mica-slipped/dusted, wheelmade, other glaze) 

Medieval / Postmedieval 

One body sherd of this fabric was identified. This is a reduced grey wheelmade fabric 

with mica inclusions. It has thin white margins and an orange-brown glaze is present 

on both surfaces. Three narrow spaced, indented horizontal lines were present on the 

exterior as decoration.  

 

Sxwk1 (Sand/quartz/quartzite, other/unknown inclusions, wheelmade, other glaze) 

Medieval / Postmedieval 

Figure 7: Gritty Ware. 



 

One body sherd of this fabric was identified. This is a pale cream wheelmade fabric. 

A creamy-yellow glaze is present on both surfaces. The exterior has the addition of 

decoration in the form of two horizontal lines in brown glaze. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Conclusions 

The wares in this assemblage have a fairly broad date range from the late 11th to the 

early 16th century. However, there does seem to be a focus within the sherds present 

around the 13th - 14th century. The majority of the wares present are known for their 

storage and cooking vessels suggesting that this small assemblage is fairly typical of 

the location and period. The total sherd count and weight for each fabric is laid out in 

the table below. 

 

 

 

 

No further analysis of the assemblage is required. 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1: Total sherd counts and weights for the 
fabrics present in this assemblage. 

Fabric TSC Weight (g) 

Brandsby-Type Ware 3 164.5 

Sandy Red Ware 2 101.6 

Walmgate Ware 4 219.5 

Fine White Splashed Ware 1 28.6 

Humber Ware 1 28.1 

Moderately Gritted White 
Splashed Ware 1 11.9 

Gritty Ware 1 6.3 

Mwk1 1 51.7 

Sxwk1 1 8.9 

TOTALS 15 621.1 
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Appendix 1: Fabric Coding 

Scheme 

Used to catalogue and organise a type-

fabric collection. Inclusions are listed 

first, followed by construction and 

surface treatments. 

 

 

 

 

Moderate / abundant inclusions - in 

upper case letters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Construction and surface treatments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b Burnished 

d Tin-glazed 

f Salt-glazed 

g Copper-stained glaze 

k Other glaze 

m Mice-slipped / dusted 

n Slipped ‘white’ (high Munsell v

o Other slipped 

t Knife-tirmmed 

w Definitely wheel-made in whol

x Moulded 

y Wheel not used / doubtful 

C Organic 

F Flint 

G Grog 

H Shell 

I Ironstone 

L Limestone 

M Mica 

N Wares without obvious inclusions 

S Sand (quartz/quartzite) 

V Volcanic / igneous 

X Other / unknown 
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