
 

 
 

Oxfordshire Historic Landscape Characterisation 
Stakeholder Group Meeting 

 
19th July 2016 

 
Minutes of Meeting 

 
Attendees: 
Abi Tompkins (HLC Officer), Mark Connelly (Cotswolds AONB), Martin Small (Historic 
England), Peter Herring (Historic England), Roger Thomas (Historic England), Henry 
Oliver (North Wessex Downs AONB), Chris Kenneford (OCC), Elise Batelaan (OCC), 
Hugh Coddington (OCC), Nick Mottram (OCC), Richard Oram (OCC), Susan Lisk 
(OCC), Paul Smith (former OCC), Vicky Fletcher (OCC), David Radford (Oxford City), 
Sally Stradling (South Ox and Vale), Samantha Allen (South and Vale), Dan Carpenter 
(TVERC), Alex Godden (West Berks CC), Janice Bamsey (West Ox), & Tom Sunley 
(Wilts CC). 
 
Apologies: 
Neil Jackson (Chilterns AONB) & Maria Dopazo (Cherwell) 
 
1) Introduction to HLC – Peter Herring 
2) Oxfordshire HLC Progress Report – Abi Tompkins 
3) Examples of how HLC data has been used – Abi Tompkins + Discussion 
4) Dissemination and Reporting – Discussion 
5) Final Comments 
 
 
1)Introduction to HLC (P. Herring) 
 
- HLC has over 20 years history; starting in the early 1990s in Cornwall (1994). At a 

county level, it is now nearing completion, with Oxfordshire completing the coverage 
of England. 

- The next phase is the national programme which will knit together all the county 
projects into one England-wide product.  

- ‘Characterisation… raises awareness that the whole landscape is historic… all has 
historic value and all [parts] should be involved when considering a sustainable 
future.’ Core principles of HLC: 

o Present not past – a spatial framework of current historic understanding, 
through which the past can be debated and the future better planned for 

o Landscapes not sites – all places have historic character and should be 
managed accordingly 

o Semi-natural features as well as built environments – hedges, woodlands, 
lakes all inform character of landscape 

o Characterisation as interpretation – accepts that landscapes can be contested 
o HLC does not ascribe a particular expert view but encourages multiple ways 

of evaluating landscape – embracing different points of view, values, 
scenarios. 
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 Currently no funding for this and, as it stands, this will be a ‘snap-shot’ 
 Appreciation that this is not ideal and open to discuss suggestions. 

 
5) Final Comments 
 

- It will not be possible to share raw data or GIS Layers until Stage 3 is complete. This 
is because, without the analysis phase, it will not be possible to asses significance or 
sensitivity of HLC types and, therefore, of specific landscapes. 

- Next Stakeholder Group Meeting will be at the end of Stage 3 – c. Jan 2017 
- Please contact Abi Tompkins re these minutes, for further information, or to discuss 

the analysis stage. abi.tompkins@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
  
 
 


