
S. WILFRITH'S LIFE IN SUSSEX AND THE 
INTRODUCTION OF CHRISTIANITY. 

BY FREDERICK ERNES'l1 SA WYER, EsQ., F.M.S. 

THESE interesting subjects have, strange to say, re-
ceived scanty attention from previous writers in the 
" Collections," I have thought it desirable therefore to 
summarize all that bas been written thereon. 

The date of the earliest introduction of Christianity to 
the county of Sussex is somewhat doubtful. The 
Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol is inclined 1 to identi(y 
the Pudens of 2 Tim. iv., 21, and Martial's Epigrams,2 
with the Pudens, son of Pudentinus, referred to in the 
inscription discovered at Chichester in 1723. Canon 
Bright, on the other hand,3 says : " The precarious 
identification of the Pudens and Claudia of S. Paul's last 
Epistle with the Pudens of the British-born Claudia, 
whose marriage Martial greeted in verses published some 
20 years after S. Paul's death, would prove nothing, 
were it made good, as to a church in Britain at that 
time." 

Canon Farrar writes more strongly: "I am surprised 
that any one should accept the ingenious attempt to 
identify Pudens with the dissolute centurion of Martial's 
Epigrams and the Pudens who built a temple at Chi-
chester to Neptune and Minerva ; and Claudia with the 
British Claudia Rufina, whom be married, and with the 
daughter of the British King Cogidubnus or Caractacus. 
. . . . . The whole theory is an elaborate rope of 

l "New Testament Commentary for English Readers" (edited by C. J . Ellicott, 
D.D., Lord Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol), Vol. n., p. 186 (Cassell's edition). 

2 Epig. IV., 13 ; VI., 58 ; VII., 11 ; XI., 53. 
s "Chapters of Early English Church History," Wm. Bright, D.D. (Oxford, 

1878), p. 2. 
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sand," (" The Life and Work of S. Paul," II., 569,) whilst 
in his latest work the Canon speaks of it as "a baseless 
dream" ("The Early Days of Christianity," r., 58). 

It is probable, however, that Christianity was, to some 
extent, introduced into Sussex under the Roman rule. 
The invasion of the Saxons under 1Elle, in 477, at 
Cymen's ora (or Keynor), in Sussex, followed by the 
battle of Mearcredsburn in 485, and the capture of .Ande-
rida, in 491, and their gradual invasion of other counties, 
effected the destruction of whatever Christianity then 
existed, and, as Mr. Green remarks,4 " The faith of 
Britain perished utterly. . . . . When Rome long after-
wards sought to renew its contact with it, it was in the 
same way as a heathen country. . . . . When mission-
aries at last made their way into its bounds, there is no 
record of their having found a single Christian in the 
whole country." 

The Saxon invasion seems so thoroughly to have 
changed the face of the county of Sussex, and lAft such 
unmistakable traces in the place-names, field-names, 
customs, &c., that it is desirable to consider briefly what 
traces of their religion and deities the invaders have left 
in our county. 

No historic records of the religion of the Saxon in-
habitants of Sussex remain, but the following names of 
some of their deities are preserved in certain place and 
field-names :-

W oDEN (Odin or Wuotan).-Every .Anglo-Saxon royal 
family traced its descent from this deity. Kemble re-
marks that place-names compounded with that of W oden 
are so numerous " that we must admit his worship to 
have been current throughout the island; it seems im-
possible to doubt that in every quarter there were 
localities (usually rising ground) either dedicated to him 
or supposed to be under his special protection."5 In 
Sussex we find a place named Odintune mentioned in 
Domesday, which Burrell thinks may be identified with 

4 "The Making of England" (J. R. Green, M,A.), pp. 143 and 144. 
5 "The Saxons in England" (John Kemble, M.A.), 1876, edit., pp. 335 and 343. 
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Wootton, in W estmeston parish, in Street hundred,6 and 
in Folkington parish are Wootton Farm and Wootton 
Common. Wan (another form of Woden) occurs in 
Wannock in Willingdon parish, Wannock Coppice in 
Jevington, and Wanford Mill in Rudgwick. Mr. Cooper 
mentions7 Woodendean (Rottingdean), Wadhurst, Woads-
dale (Whatlington), Woodlcnowle (Whatlington), and 
Odean (Beckley). In the old Norse mythology one name 
of Odin (or Woden) was Osk (in Anglo-Saxon Wise), 
which Kemble thinks the origin of Wisborough (Wise 
beorh) in Sussex.8 

. 

THUNOR (Thor or Donar).-The recognition of this 
deity in England was not general. There is a Thunder's 
Hill in Ohiddingly, Thunder's Barrow Farm in Upper 
Beetling, and Thunder's Barrow Hill in Old Shoreham, 
and a manor of Hammerden in Ticehurst (Hamar being 
the German form), and numerous Hammer ponds in 
the county. Thor's hammer is of course well known. 
Donnington parish may perhaps owe its name to the 
same source. 

TIW (Tyr or Ziu).-There is some doubt if this 
deity was ever worshipped in England. Mr. Cooper, 
however, thinks his name "is perpetuated in Tye-Oak 
(Harting), Tye-hill (Arlington), Tye-farm (Hartfield), and 
possibly in the many Tyes to be found in the various 
parishes on the dowm1. " 9 In Cuckfield parish theTe is a 
manor named Tyes, ali'as St. Tyes, alia.s St. Tygh.10 

This is a very curious fact, as it seems to point to a 
species of canonization of a heathen deity, and reminds 
us of the appearance of Buddha in the Romish calendar. 

FREA (Freyr or Fro).-;-This god, according to Kemble, 
probably enjoyed a more extensive worship in Europe 
than we can positively demonstrate. Frea seems to have 
been a god of boundaries,11 and possibly therefore Friar's 

6 Add. MS. 5684, p. 97. 
7 S. A. C. VII, 6. 
s Ib., pp. 345-6. 
g Ib. 

10 Add. MS. 5684, pp. 345, 346, and 348. 
11 Ib., pp. 356 and 362. 
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(formerly Frieze) Oak, in Clayton parish, near Hurst-
pierpoint, may record some sacred boundary oak. 
Friezeland Wood occurs in Cuckfield parish. 

BALDJEG (BaJdr, Paltac or Pol).-This deity was a son 
of W oden, and his name can be traced in few places. In 
Sussex we have Baldslow (Baldeslie in Domesday and 
Baldeslowe in the Hundred Roll), a hundred in Hastings 
rape, Balsdean (formerly Baldesdene), a manor farm in 
Rottingdean parish, and Balshurst in Beckley parish. In 
the form of Pol, the name occurs in Polhill in Arlington 
parish, Polegate in J evington parish, and Pulboroitgh 
(formerly Polbergh); while, as Kemble states, "we have 
in Polz"ng in Sussex the record of a race of Polingas, who 
may possibly have carried up their genealogy to Baldreg 
in this form.12 

NroRDR (German, Nerthus).-This goddess, ruler of 
the sea and rivers, was a local deity of the Saxons and 
Danes, and is supposed to have given the name to the 
Domesday manor of Niworde,13 which is no doubt to be 
identified with Hord, near Lewes. 

LoKI.-Amongst the inferior beings who were not 
ranked with the regular deities of the Scandinavian 
mythology was Loki (a monstrous fiend), whose name may 
perhaps be traced in Loxwood (formerly Lokeswode) and 
Lock-sash in Wisborough Green parish, Lox.field (Lokes-
feld in the Hundred Roll), a hundred in Pevensey rape, 
and Locks or Lox/ 4 an estate at Hurstpierpoint. 

It is probable that further research would add greatly 
to the list of names derived from Saxon deities, and in 
the period of 203 years which elapsed from the landing 
of .LElle in 477 to the arrival of Wilfrith 15 in 680, it is 
clear that the worship of the Saxon deities in Sussex 
was firmly established. 

One curious fact may be noted, that amongst the 
names which have been before mentioned several are 

12 "The Saxons in England,'' p. 367. 
13 Add. MS. 5684, p. 60. 
14 S. A. C. XXV, 181, 203. 
is This spelling is adopted by most modern writers in preference to the Latinized 

form Wilfrid, and is therefore followed in the present paper. 
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found in close proximity to the Wilmington Giant, viz.:-
Wootton Farm and Common and Wannock in the adjoin-
ing parish of W illingdon, Polh.i'll in Arlington, another 
adjoining parish, and Thunder's Hin, not very far 
distant, in Chiddingly. This may perhaps confirm the 
view of a Saxon origin of the "Giant." 

Lowwood again and Loclcsash occur in Wi'sborough 
Green (Woden's own district) and Woodendean is in close 
proximity to Balsdean. 

Having now briefly glanced at the deities of the 
Saxons in Sussex, we arrive at the introduction of 
Christianity by S. Wilfrith, and in considering this im-
portant question it will be desirable to glance briefly at 
the life of the Saint. 

The chief sources of information on the subject 
are:-

1. Bede's Ecclesiastical History. 
2. The Life of Wilfrith by his chaplain, Stephen Eddi 

(or ..AJJ dde) .16 

3. A biography by Fridegodus, a monk of Canterbury, 
in verse.17 

4. A biography by Eadmer (precentor of Christ 
Church, Canterbury, and a friend of Archbishop Anselm), 
and evidently derived from Bede and Eddi.18 

The latter three biographies are reprinted in Canon 
Raine's " Historians of the Church of York and its Arch-
bishops," 19 together with certain minor biographies, and 
the facts contained in these biographies will be hereafter 
collated and compared in their due order as they relate 
to Sussex. 

S. Wilfrith was born in 634 of noble parents, some-
where in Northumbria. Having lost bis mother he 
fell under the harsh control of a step-mother, which re-

10 This was omitted by the Bollandists in the Acta Sanctorum, but was printed 
by the Caxton Society in 1854, and appears in Cotton MS. Vespas, D. vr. 

11 Acta SS. Ord. Benedict, Srec. iii., p. ll,
0
150. See also Migne's Patrowgiw 

Cu1·sus Vol. cxxxiii, p. 982. 
is A cta Sanctorum iii., 292, 24 April ; abridgement in Bi·itannia Sancta ii., 

183-192. 
19 Lond., 1879, Vol. i. 

XXXIII. P 
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sulted in bis leaving home in his thirteenth year, and 
going to the Court of King Oswiu. Here be met with 
a kindly reception from Eanfled,20 the queen, daughter of 
Edwin, king of Northumbria. This was no doubt the 
turning point in the career of the Saint, and indirectly 
also of the Ecclesiastical History of England. Eanfled 
bad been brought up under her mother's care, and under 
S. Paulinus's direction in a monastery in Kent, the 
church of which was thoroughly Roman, and conse-
quently on her marriage with Oswiu Eanfled brought 
with her Roman traditions, and a Roman chaplain. 
Oswiu and his clergy, on the contrary, were of the 
Scottish school, and there was consequently a constant 
controversy at Court between Rome and Iona, and thus 
the seed of strife was sown in Wilfritb's heart. 21 Wil-
£ritb then proceeded to Lindisfarne, where be studied for 
some time, but becoming dissatisfied with the Scottish 
observances, he resolved to go to Rome, and was 
encouraged by Queen Eanfled, who sent him to her 
nephew Earconbert, king of Kent, where he studied for 
some time. Earconbert then gave him as a companion 
Baducing, better known as Benedict Biscop, with whom 
he proceeded towards Rome, but whilst staying at Lyons 
the .Archbishop Delphinus desired to make Wilfrith his 
heir, and to give him bis niece in marriage. These pro-
posals were declined by Wilfritb, who, after a year's stay 
in Lyons proceeded to Rome, where be studied for some 
time, and went back to Lyons, and was present at the 
martyrdom of Delphinus,22 narrowly escaping death 
himself. 

Wilfritb then returned to England, where be received 
the support of .Alcfritb, son of King Oswiu, who enabled 
him to found a monastery at Ripon, and Wilfrith was 
then ordained priest by .Agilbert, Bishop of the West 
Saxons. 

The dispute in the church as to Scottish and Roman 
usages had now made great progress, and in 664 

20 Bede," Eccl. Hist.," Bk. II., caps. ix. and xx., and" Sax. Chron.," 626. 
21 "Lives of the Saints" (Baring-Gould), Oct. 12, p. 195. 
22 Delphinus is commonly honoured in France under the name of S. Chaumont. 



THE INTRODUCTION OF CHRISTIANI'rY. 107 

culminated in the great Easter controversy at the 
Synod of Streaneshalch (now Whitby). The main facts 
of this celebrated dispute are so vividly recorded by 
Bede,23 that it is hardly necessary to recapitulate them. 
Wilfrith appeared as the champion of the Roman usage 
in the celebration of Easter, and concluded bis speech 
with an appeal to the authority of S. Peter. The king, 
Oswiu, declined to contest the authority of this Saint 
"lest he should be shut out of heaven," of which Peter 
held the keys, and the Roman party were accordingly 
triumphant. 

Mr. Green remarks 24 that " The humourous form of 
Oswiu's decision could not hide its importance. . . . . . 
Had England indeed clung to the Irish 25 Church, it 
must have remained spiritually isolated from the bulk of 
Western Christendom. Fallen as Rome might be from 
its older greatness, it preserved the traditions of civiliza-
tion, of letters, and art and law. To repulse Rome was 
to condemn England to isolation. The issue of the synod 
not only gave England a share in the religious unity of 
Western Christendom, it gave her a religious unity at 
home." 

Colman retired to Scotland in disgust from the con-
ference, and Tuda was appointed bishop of Northumbria 
in his place, but the latter died soon after from the 
pestilence, and .Alcfrith became desirous to appoint 
Wilfrith as bishop. There being grave doubt whether 
the ordination of any of the English bishops, except 
Wine, of the West Saxons, had been canonical, Wilfrith 
decided to resort to France, and was ordained at 
Compiegne by .Agilbert, then bishop of Paris (who 
had ordained him priest) assisted by eleven other 
bishops.26 

Wilfrith stayed for some time in France, and probably 
returned about the year 666, and it was on his return 
that he narrowly escaped shipwreck on the coast of 

23 " Eccl. Hist.," Bk. nr., cap. xxv. 
24 "•.rhe Making of England," pp. 324 and 325. 
25 The Irish Church is described by early writers as "Scotch." 
26 "Lives of the English Saints-St. Wilfrid" (Lond., James Toovey, 1844), 

pp. 42 and 45. 
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Sussex, the records of which we will take in the words 
of the chroniclers, collating their reports.27 

EDDI. 

As they'were sailing from Gaul 
over the English sea with Wilfrith, 
the bishop of blessed memory, the 
monks singing and chanting in 
order 2s the praise of God in chorus, 
a fearful storm arose in mid sea, 
and, as with the disciples of Jesus 
on the sea of Galilee, the winds 
were contrary.29 

For a great gale blowing from 
the South-East the swelling waves 
threw them on the unknown coast 
of the South Saxons. The sea too 
left the ship and men, and retreat-
ing from the land, and, leaving the 
shore uncovered, retired into the 
depths of the abyss. 

And the heathen, coming with a 
great army, intended to seize the 
ship, to divide the spoil of money, 
to take them captives forthwith, and 
to put to the sword those who re-
sisted. To whom our great bishop 
spoke gently and peaceably, offer-
ing much money, wishing to redeem 
their souls. 

But they with stern and cruel 

FRIDEGODUS, 

But because trial, the inseparable 
companion, proves all happy men, 
while with swelling sails they 
traverse the deep, the priests cele-
brating ·their holy mysteries, lo ! 
the sea raged from its depth with 
sudden waves, and mast rocking as 
if about to fall, threatens the band, 
calm to endure the pangs of sudden 
death, as they sail a long way near 
unknown shores. They strain their 
oars, but the feeble vessel is tempest 
tossed. 

The father himself stretched out 
supports the tackling of the ship, 
with his legs, 30 fixing his eyes on 
Heaven. 

Lo ! on the opposite shore of 
their ill-starred port a savage race 
in arms gazed on their mishap, 
hoping to catch the people and 
plunder the fragile vessel. 

The father looking at them be-
sought them with humble words : 
" Keep the wreck," he says, " but I 
will willingly give you great pre-
sents from my own property if you 
will be gentle. The rage of the sea 
assails us, but I declare that the 
pity of Christ will soon aid us."31 

[But they, rendered more savage 
27 The writer is indebted to Mr. R.H. H. Creak for the translations of the text 

of Eddi, Eadmer, and Fridegodus. 
2s " Pro celeumate " in the text = &..,,.o or itc 1<<AEvµaros i.e., by order, or at the 

word of command, a phrase used by 1Eschylns. 
29 Eadmer (chap. xiii.) says the wind bad changed. 
30 'l'he masts of early vessels were movable. 
31 This conversation is not given by Eddi or Eadmer, and may be only poetical 

license. 
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EDDI. 

hearts like Pharoah would not let 
the people of the Lord go, saying 
proudly that, " All that the sea 
threw on the land became as much 
theirs as their own property."32 

And the ido1atrous chief priest 
of the heathen, t1tanding on a lofty 
mound, strove like Balaam to curse 
the people of God, and to bind their 
hands by his magic arts.34 

Then one of the bishop's com-
panions hurled, like David, a stone, 
blessed by all the people of God, 
which struck the cursing magician 
in the forehead and pierced his 
brain, whom an unexpected death 
surprised, as it did Goliath, falling 
back a co'rpse in sandy places. 

FRIDEGODUS. 

by his words, cry out " They will 
take no ransom to let them go," 
and further declare that "They will 
take to their own use, not only all 
his property but himself too, since 
there was nothing to prevent them. 
-EADMER."J 

[When the comrades of the 
bishop saw how the business was 
tending they offered prayer to God, 
and seized their arms, preferring to 
fall bravely like men in battle to 
dragging out a longer span of life 
by preserving it by a wretched sla-
very. And when the heathen saw 
this they hastened to form their 
battle array, and to hurl darts at 
the people of the Lord.-EADMER.] 

An augur well skilled to watch 
the flights of ill-omened birds 33 
stands hurling savage curses from 
his haughty lips. He invokes in a 
whisper the wild Furies and the 
Fates, as, when Allecto sends the 
brave to the shades below, the 
crowd hastens to propitiate her with 
shedding of blood.36 These words 
he says, and hastily urges on the 
savage strife. Then the priest 
[W ilfrith J raising his holy hands to 
tha sky begs for mighty assistance· 
from above. 

Meanwhile a youth fits a smooth 
stone to his sling, and, hurling it as 
the foul priest uttered his empty 
words, it pierced his forehead and 
lodged in his brains, and, as the 
wretched man fell, the sky re-
sounded with shouts. 

s2 The right of wreckage was exercised and generally recognised at this period. 
The capture of Harold illustrates this. Dr. Freeman says ("Norman Conquest," 
1r., p. 222), " The shipwrecked man, instead of being looked on as an object of 
humanity, aud Christian charity, was looked on as a wretch forsaken of God and 
man, who became the lawful spoil of the lord into whose hands he was thrown." 

33 Possibly an allusion to the ravens, Odin's sacred birds. 
34 Some curious charms and spells are given by Karl Blind in" The Nineteenth 

Century" for J nrie, 1879, p. 1091, in an article on "Discovery of Odinic Songs in 
Shetland." 

3• Poetic license is again apparent here, 
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Eom. 

The heathen therefore preparing 
to fight, vainly attacked the people 
of God. But the Lord fought for 
the few, even as Gideon, by the 
command of the Lord, with 300 
warriors slew at one attack 12,000 
of the Midianites. 

And so the comrades of our 
holy bishop, well armed and brave, 
though few in number (they were 
120 men, the number of the years 
of Moses), determined and agreed 
that none should turn his back in 
flight from the otber,36 but would 
either win death with glory, or life 
with victory (for both alike are 
easy to the Lord). So S. Wilfrith 
with his clerk 37 fell on his knees, 
and lifting his hands to Heaven 
again sought help from the Lord. 
For, as Moses triumphed when Hur 
and Aaron supported bis hands, by 
frequently imploring the protec-
tion of the Lord, when Joshua the 
son of Nun was fighting with the 
people of God against Amalek, thus 
these few Christians after thrice re-
pulsing the fierce and untamed 
heathen, routed them with great 
slaughter, with a loss strange to say 
of only five on their side. 

And their great priest [Wil-
frith J prayed to the Lord his God, 
Who immediately ordered the sea 
to return a full hour before its wont. 
So that when the heathen, on the 
arrival of their king, were pre-
paring for a fourth attack with all 
their forces, the rising sea covered 
with its waves the whole of the 
shore, and floated the ship, which 
sailed into the deep. But, greatly 
glorified by God, and returning Him 
thanks, with a South wind they 
reached Sandwich, a harbour of 
safety. 

FRIDEGODUS. 

Then the priest [Wilfrith] re-
members the ancient miracles of 
David. He himself strives the 
more, and the unholy plague is 
averted. 

The lines rush on in wild strife 
with savage shouts, and together 
the bands of the king charge with 
hostile cries. 

Why use more words ? As 
often as they begin the strife they 
receive bloody wounds. 

And so they retire a fourth time 
beaten, and the conqueror sails 
away on a calm sea, five rowers only 
killed, and resuming their course 
they reach their wished for port. 

36 The bishop's companions evidently landed to carry on their defence. 
37 " Cum clero suo," i.e. with his chaplain. 
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Bede seems to have been ignorant of the interesting 
episode just described, but it was no doubt communi-
cated by Wilfrith to his choir master and chaplain, Eddi, 
from whom the other chroniclers derived theii: informa-
tion. 

It is vAry difficult to form any idea as to the part of 
the Sussex coast on which Wilfrith's vessel was stranded, 
but, as the crossing would probably have been from the 
neighbourhood of Boulogne, it seems probable that the 
south-east gale, of which Eddi speaks, beat the vessel 
down the Channel, driving it ashore on the flat and 
sandy coast near to Rye Bay, or between Hastings and 
Pevensey. 

Another curious question arises as to who was " the 
king" of the heathen South-Saxons to whom Eddi 
refers? The "Saxon Chronicle" mentions .All dil walch (or 
Ethelwald) as kjng of the South Saxons in 661 : "And 
W ulfhere, son of Penda, committed ravage on Wight, 
and gave the people of Wight to .Allthelwald, king of the 
South-Saxons, because W ulfhere had received him at 
baptism."38 The date of the baptism of .Alldilwalch is 
not quite certain, as the" Saxon Chronicle" in some cases 
continues the history of persons under particular years, 
and so antedates events; but as Wulfhere died in 675, it 
must have been before that year. Bede, in describing 
Wilfrith's second visit to Sussex (in 681), says: " Ethel-
walch, king of that nation, had been, not long before, 
baptized in the province of the Mercians, by the per-
suasion of King Wulfhere, &c."39 If twenty years had 
elapsed, Bede's words would hardly be correct, and it is 
not improbable therefore, that at the time of Wilfrith's 
shipwreck (or rather stranding) in 666, .All dilwalch was 
not converted, and this would, assuming him (as we may 
fairly do) to be the king referred to, account for his 
attack on the bishop and his suite. On the other hand, 
if the king had been converted in 661, as Florence of 
Worcester and Henry of Huntingdon also state,40 he 
may have been ignorant as to the person his people were 

38 Thorpe's translation (1861, London). 
39 "Eccl. Hist.," Bk. rv., chap. xiii. '.L'he text of Bohn's translation is followed 

in all quotations from Bede in the present paper. 
• 0 Bede," Eccl. Hist." (English Historical Soc. eilit.) , I., 276, note. 
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fighting with, especially as he appears not to have 
arrived until the end of the fray. There is, of course, 
another alternative, that the prospect of a valuable wreck 
and 120 slaves proved too strong a bait for the newly-
converted king. 

Having now considered Wilfrith's first and rather un-
pleasant acquaintance with Sussex, it is desirable to 
glance briefly at his history until his second visit. 

During Wilfrith's long absence Ceadda (or Chad) was 
consecrated bishop, and appointed to the diocese of 
Northumbria, so as to· entirely exclude Wilfrith, who, on 
bis return, finding his see occupied, retired peaceably to 
his monasteries at Stamford and Ripon, being invited 
occasionally by Ecgberht, king of Kent, and W ulfhere, 
king of Mercia, to exercise episcopal functions in their 
dominions, for they were without bishops. On the 
arrival of Theodore as Metropolitan, in 669, an amicable 
arrangement was brought about by Theodore, by which 
Ceadda retired to Lastingham, and Wilfrith was esta-
blished at York as bishop of all N orthumbria.41 In 670 
King Oswiu died, and was succeeded by his son Ecg-
frith,42 who at first assisted Wilfrith by contributions 
towards the erection of the Minster at Medeshamstede 
(now Ripon), and treated him kindly, but as Wilfrith 
seems to have supported Etheldreda (Ecgfrith's wife) in 
her wish to retire to a monastery, and live in a state 
of perpetual chastity (which was carried out in 671), 
Ecgfrith's manner changed. A divorce took place, and 
the king then married Ermenburga, who proved to be a 
bitter enemy of Wilfritb, whose wealth and power 
excited her jealousy. The Archbishop (Theodore) pro-
ceeded to divide Wilfritb's diocese without consulting 
him, and Wilfrith determined to appeal to Rome. On 
his journey he was, however, shipwrecked in Frieslan<l, 
where he converted the people to Christianity. Wil-
frith at length arrived at Rome, and, his cause being 
tried by Pope Agatho, his restoration was decreed. He 
ret ned to England about the year 680, and presented 

41 "Lives of the Salnts" (Baring Gould), October, pp. 302 and 303. 
42 " Sax. Chron." 
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tbe papal decree to Ecgfrith, who imprisoned the bishop, 
but afterwards relem;ed him. Wilfrith retired to the 
kingdom of Mercia, from whence he was driven into 
Sussex, and arrived probably about August, 681. 

It is necessary now to resume the words of the 
chroniclers, and it will be found that Bede 43 giveR the 
most interesting and complete account of Wilfrith's 
sojourn in Sussex, though Eddi furnishes some additional 
facts of importance. 

We may commence with Bede, who says" :-

" Being expelled from his bishopric, and having travelled in several 
parts, Wilfrid went to Rome. He afterwards returned to Britain ; and 
though he could not, by reason of the enmity of the aforesaid king, be 
received into his own country or diocese, yet he could not be restrained 
from preaching the Gospel; for, taking his way into the province of the 
South Saxons, which extends from Kent on the west and south, as far as 
the West Saxons, and contains land of 7 ,OOO families who, at that time, 
were still pagans, he administered to them the word of faith, and the 
baptism of salvation. Ethelwalch, king of that nation, had been, not 
long before, baptized in the province of the Mercians, by the persuasion 
of King W ulfhere, who was present, and was also his godfather, and as 
such gave him two provinces, viz., the Isle of Wight and the province of 
Meanwara,45 in the nation of the West Saxons." 

The correctness of the statement of Bede of 7,000 as 
the number of families in Sussex seems open to question, 
for allowing 10 to a fantily, which is perhaps not too 
much at that period, we arrive at a population of 70,000. 
Sir Henry Ellis has collected 46 the number of tenants-in-
capite, under-tenants, cottagers, villeins, &c., enumerated 
in Domesday, and makes the total 10,410. H each of 
these represented a family, the total population (on the 
same basis) was ,then 104,100, or an increase of half in 
400 years, viz., from 681 to 1081. It is somewhat re-

•s Bede was indebted to Daniel, Bishop of Winchester, for a portion of his in-
formation. "Eccl. Hist.," Bede (Engl. Hist. Soc.), introd. p. 26. 

u See note 39. " Eccl. Hist.," Book IV., cap. xiii. Bede and Wilfrith evidently 
met at some time, as the former states. Ib., Book iv., cap. xix. 

•~ This was a Jutish settlement in Hampshire, the only settlement of the Jutes in 
England, except Kent. The name of Meanwara (i.e., the descendants of Mean) is 
still preserved in Meansborough, East Meon, West Meon, and other places in 
Hampshire. It is suggested, however, that the Hundred of the Manhood (Manwode 
or Meon-1ide) in Sussex has the same origin, and this is a curious coincidence look-
ing at all the facts of the case. 

•6 " General Introdnction to Domesday Book." 
XXXIII . Q 



114 S. WILFRITH'S LIFE IN SUSSEX AND 

markable, looking at these figures, to find that in 1801 
the population of Sussex was only 159,311. 

It is necessary here to supplement Bede's history by 
interpolating a paragraph from Eddi :-

"And so having discovered their king, whose name was Ethelwalch, be 
related to him the hardships of his whole exile as they had occurred. 
To whom the king by an engagement for peace, promised such friendship, 
that none of his private enemies nor the foe, waging war with threatening 
sword, could inspire him with terror, or by the extent of their offerings 
and gifts, render their newly taken pledge vain." 

. We return to Bede's narrative:-
" The bishop, therefore, with the king's consent, or rather to his great 

satisfaction, baptized 47 the principal generals and soldiers of that 
country ; and the priests, Eappa,48 and Paclda, and Burghelm, and 
Eadda, either then or afterwards, baptized the rest of the people. The 
Queen, whose name was Ebba, had been christened in her own island, the 
province of the Wiccii. She was the daughter of Eanfrid, the brother of 
Eanher, who were both Christians, as were their people ; but all the 
province of the South Saxons were strangers to the name and faith of 
God. There was among them a certain monk of the Scottish nation, 
whose name was Dicul,49 who bad a very small monastery, at the place 
called Bosanham, encompassed with the sea and woods, and in it five or 
six brothers, who served our Lord in poverty and humility ; but none of 
the natives cared either to follow their course of life or hear their 
preaching." 

It will be convenient here to insert Eddi's description 
of Wilfrith's work:-

"Then the holy man of God, rejoicing in the words of consolation, and 
giving thanks to God first, began to preach to the king and queen the 
Word of God and the beauty and extent of His kingdom, persuading 
them gently, and giving them, as it were, milk without guile. Then by 
the consent of the king, God granting it, and by the exhortation of our 
holy bishop, the people to whom none 60 had ever preached, and who had 

47 Eadrner (cap. xxxix.) says Wilfrith baptized them "in the sacred stream." 
Query, "the Eryn," which, as Dallaway says, "peninsulateth Selsea." Bede 
("English Hist. Soc." edit.) , Vol. i., pp. 198 and 202. · 

48 Eappa is referred to in the" Sax. Chron." 661, and possibly gave the name to 
Yapton ( = Eappa's town) in Sussex.-See S. A. C. XXIII, 2. 

49 Probably the companion of Fnrsey; see Bede, "Eccl. Hist.," Bk. nr., cap. xix. 
Fursey arrived in England in 633, passed to France in 648, resigning his monas-
t ery to Dien!, and died at Poitou in 650. 

so This seems a curious reflection on Dicul and his monks. Fuller indeed re-
mftrks that:-" They, rather enjoying themselves than meddling with others, were 
more careful of their own safety than their neighbours' conversion" ("Church 
History," Brewer's edit., p. 228). 



THE INTRODUCTION OF CHRISTIANITY. 115 

never heard the word of God, were gathered together. And so St. Wil-
frid standing in the midst of the Heathen, in the manner of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and of His forerunner, said: 'Repent for the Kingdom of 
Heaven is at hand, and be every one of you baptized in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; ' and he said still more, 
and for many months in a long series of discourses, skilfully enumerating 
all that Almighty God had done in scorn of idolatry since the beginning 
of the world up to the Day of Judgment, when eternal punishments will 
be made ready for the sinners, and, for the Elect of God, eternal life, with 
persuasive eloquence our preacher of the Gospel told all things marvel-
lously in their order. Then our holy bishop sent by God found favour in 
the sight of the king, and ' a great door for the faith,' as the Apostle 
says, ' was opened to him' ; and many thousands of pagans of either sex, 
some voluntarily, others indeed by the king's command, deserting their 
idolatry and confessing Almighty God, were baptizcd in one day as by the 
Holy Apostle Peter." 

Returning again to Bede's narrative, we read :-
" But Bishop Wilfrid, by preaching to them, not only delivered them 

from the misery of perpetual damnation, but also from an inexpressible 
calamity of temporal death, for no rain had fallen in that province in three 
years before his arrival, whereupon a dreadful famine ensued, which 
cruelly destroyed the people. In short, it is reported,61 that very often 
forty or fifty men, being spent with want, would go together to some pre-
cipice, or to the sea-shore, and there, hand in hand, perish by the fall, or 
be swallowed up by the waves. But on the very day on which the nation 
received the baptism of faith, there fell a soft but plentiful rain 6~ ; the 
earth revived again, and the verdure being restored to the fields, the season 
was pleasant and fruitful. Thus the former superstition being rejected, 
and idolatry exploded,1;a the hearts and flesh of all rejoiced in the living 
God, and became convinced that He who is the true God, had, through 
His heavenly grace, enriched them with wealth, both temporal and 
spiritual." 

Fuller's notes on this paragraph are so quaint that we 
cannot omit them. He says: "On that very day where-
in he baptized them (as if God from Heaven had poured 
water into the font), he obtained store of rain, which 

51 Ferunt in the text. Bede does not, therefore, state this as a positive fact. 
52 It is very unlikely that there was no raiu, for the Weald at that time was 

covered with forest, and the rainfall was no doubt excessive. Probably there was 
a dry period which monastic zeal for the glory of the bishop magnified into a 
rainless period. 

53 .Ewsuffiata idolatria in the text. Canon Bright ("Chapters of Early English 
Church History," p. 306), remarks that this is an allusion "to the old custom of 
spitting, as if in abhorrence of the Evil One at the time of renouncing him and his 
v.orks." In the Eastern C:hurch this custom still continues; in the office for 
making a catechumen we find, " Hast thon renounced Satan ? " "I have re-
nounced him." " Breathe out then and spit at him." 
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procured great plenty. Observe (though I am not so ill-
natured as to wrangle with all miracles) an apish imita-
tion of Elijah (who carried the key of heaven at his 
girdle, to lock or unlock it by his prayer), only Elijah 
gave rain after three years and six months, Wilfrith after 
bare three years ; it being good manners to comtl a little 
short of his betters."54 

Bede then proceeds :-
" For the bishop, when he came into the province, and found so great 

misery from famine, taught them to get their food by fishing ; for their 
sea and rivers abounded in fish, but the people had no skill to take them, 
except eels alone. The bishop's men having gathered eel-nets 55 every-
where, cast them into the sea, and by the blessing of God took three 
hundred fish es of several sorts, which, being divided intQ three parts, 
they gave a hundred to the poor, a hundred to those of whom they had 
the nets, and k ept a hundred for their own use. By this benefit the 
bishop 56 gained the affections of them all, and they began more readily at 
his preaching to hope for heavenly goods, seeing that by his help they had 
received those which are temporal." 

Some doubt has been raised, as to the ignorance on 
the part of the inhabitants of Sussex, of the art of fish-
ing, and it is somewhat difficult to believe, ' that, in the 
four centuries and upwards during which Sussex was 
subject to the Roman rule, they had not learnt from their 
conquerors how to catch fish. This indeed surprised 
Fuller, who remarks : "He [Wilfrith J taught the people 
(who till then knew not how to catch any fish but eels) 
how to take all kind of fish in the sea and rivers. 
Strange ! that thus long they should live in ignorance of 
so useful a trade, being, though infidels, no idiots; 
especially seeing men's capacities come very soon to be 
of age to understand their own profit; and the examples 
of their neighbours might have been tutors unto them. 
But Wilfrith afterwards wanted no hearers, people 
flocking unto him; as when Christ made his auditors his 

54 "Church History" (edit. Brewer), p. 227. 
55 Couch (" British Fishes") says the eel nets when collected by S. Wi!frith 

formed a species of Seine net which was similar to that mentioned by S. John in 
the account of the miraculous draught of fishes. 

56 S. Gall ou the Lake of Constance was wont " sqnamigero gregi insidias com-
ponere." See the legend about the waLer spirit who tried to damage his nets 
("Vic. S. Galli," Pertz. Mon. Germ. Hist. ll., 7). 
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guests they followed after him, because they ate of the 
loaves and u·ere filled." 51 

We now return again to Bede's narrative :-
" At this time King Ethelwalch gave to the most reverend prelate 

Wilfrid, land of eighty-seven families, to maintain his company who were 
in banishment, which place is called Seleseu, that is, the Island of the Sea-
Calf.08 That place is encompassed by the sea on all sides, except the 
west, where is an entrance about the cast of a sling in width ; which sort 
of place is by the Latins called a peninsula, by the Greeks a chersonesus. 
Bishop Wilfrid, having this place given him, founded therein a monas-
tery, which his successors possess to this day, and established a regular 
course of life, chiefly of the brethren he had brought with him ; for he 
both in word and actions performed the duties of a bishop in those parts 
during the space of five years, until the death of King Egfrid. And for-
asmuch as the aforesaid king, together with the said place, gave him all 
the goods that were therein, with the lands and men, he instructed them 
in the faith of Christ, and baptized them all. Among whom were two 
hundred and fifty men and women slaves, all of whom he, by baptism, not 
only rescued from the servitude of the Devil, but gave them their bodily 
liberty also, and exempted them from the yoke of human servitude." 

Selsea was the seat of the bishopric until the year 
1070, when it was removed to Chichester. Eappa 
appears to have been the abbot of the monastery founded 
by Wilfrith. · 

The following curious incident is recorded by Bede 
("Eccl. Hist.," Bk. iv., cap. xiv.), in connection with the 
Selsea monastery:-

" In this monastery,59 at that time, certain manifestations of the 
heavenly grace are said to have been shown forth ; for the tyranny of the 
devil having been recently exploded, the faith of Christ began to prevail 
therein. Of which number I have thought it proper to perpetuate the 
memory of one which the most reverend Bishop Acea 60 was wont to 
relate to me, affirming that it had been told him by most creditable 
brothers of the same monastery. About the same time that this province 
of the South Saxons embraced the faith of Christ, a grievous mortality 

57 "Church History" (Brewer's edit.), p. 228. 
58 It is not improbable that in those primitive times seals were found at Selsea. 

Mr. Peck remarks ("History of Stamford," p. 34), "This last is a passage which 
truly shows the number of our Vilfrid's attendants! For reckoning every one of 
his 87 families to consist of 10 persons, the whole makes up 870 people; a retinue 
so prodigious, that, exnept Cardinal Wolsey, all the English prelates I ever read of 
were private men to him." 'fhis note is very absurd, as there is nothing to show 
that Wilfrith had any attendants beyond the priests mentioned in the narrative. 

59 Selsea. 
60 See "Sax. Cbron." A. 710. "This year Acea, Wilfrith's priest, succeeded to 

the bishopric [Hexham] which he had before held." 
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ran though many provinces of Britain ; which, also, by the Divine dis-
pensation, reached to the aforesaid monastery, then governed by the most 
reverend and religious priest of Christ, Eappa ;61 and many, as well of 
those that had came thither with the bishop, as of those that had been 
called to the faith of the same province of the South Saxons, were 
snatched away out of this world. The brethren, in consequence, thought 
fit to keep a fast of three days, and to implore the Divine goodness, that 
it would vouchsafe to extend mercy to them, either by delivering those 
that were in danger by the distemper, from death, or, by delivering those 
who departed this life from eternal damnation. 

" There was at that time in the monastery a little boy of the Saxon 
nation, lately call ed to the faith, who had been seized with the same dis-
temper, and had long kept bis bed. On the second day of the fasting and 
praying, it happened that the said boy was, about the second hour of the 
day, left alone in the place where he lay sick, and through the Divine dis-
pensation, the most blessed princes of the Apostles vouchsafed to appear 
to him ; for he was a lad of extraordinarily mild and innocent disposition, 
and with sincere devotion observed the mysteries of the faith which he had 
received. The Apostles, therefore, saluting him in a most affeotionate 
manner, said, ' My child, do not fear death, about which you are so ·un-
easy, for we will this day conduct you to the heavenly kingdom ; but you 
are first to stay till the masses are said, that having received the body 
and blood of our Lord, to support you on your journey, and being so 
discharged through sickness and death, you may be carried up to the 
everlasting joys in heaven. 

" ' Call, therefore, to you the priest, Eappa, and tell him that the Lord 
has heard your prayers and devotion, and has favourably accepted of your 
fast, and not one more shall die of this plague, either in the monastery or 
its adjacent possessions ; but all your people who any where labour under 
this distemper, shall be eased of their pain, and restored to their former 
health, except you alone, who are this day to be delivered by death, and 
to be carried into heaven, to behold our Lord Christ, whom you have 
faithfully served : this favour the Divine mercy has vouchsafed to grant 
you, through the intercession of the godly and dear servant of God, King 
Oswald, who formerly ruled over the nation of the Northumbrians, with 
the authority of a temporal king, and such devotion of Christian piety as 
leads to the heavenly kingdom ; for this very day that king was killed in 
war by the infidels, and taken up to the everlasting joys of souls in 
heaven, and associated among the number of the elect. Let them look 
in their books, wherein the departure of the dead is set down, and they 
wi ll find that he was, this day, as we have said, taken out of this world. 
Let them, therefore, celebrate masses in all the oratories of this monas-
tery, either in thanksgiving for their prayers being heard, or else in 
memory of the aforesaid l{ ing Oswald,62 who once governed their nation ; 
and therefore be humbly offered up his prayers to our Lord for them, as 
for strangers of his nation ; and let all the brethren, assembling in the 

61 See note 48. 
02 Oswald, king of Northumbria, was killed in battle in 642, and succeeded by 

his sou Oswiu ("Sax. Chron."). 
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church, communicate in the heavenly sacrifices, and so let them cease to 
fast, and refresh themselves with food.' 

" The boy called the priest, and repeated all these words to him; the 
priest particularly inquired after the habit and form of the men that had 
appeared to him. He answered, 'Their habit was noble, and their 
countenances most· pleasant and beautiful, such as I had never seen 
before, nor did I think there could be any men so graceful and comely. 
One of them indeed was shorn like a clerk, the other had a long beard ; 
and they said that one of them was called Peter, the other Paul ; and 
both of them the servants of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, sent 
by Him from heaven to protect our monastery.' The priest believed what 
the boy said, and going thence immediately, looked in his chronicle, and 
found that King Oswald had been killed on that very day.63 He then 
called the brethren, ordered dinner to be provided, masses to be said, and 
all of them to communicate as usual ; causing also part of the Lord's 
oblation of the same sacrifice to be carried to the sick boy. 

"Hoon after this the boy died, on that same day ; and by his death 
proved that what he had heard from the Apostles of God was true. A 
further testimony of the truth of his words was, that no person besides 
himself, belonging to the same monastery, died at that time. By which 
vision, many that heard of it were wonderfully excited to implore the 
Divine mercy in adversity, and to adopt the wholesome remedy of fasting. 
From that time, the day of the nativity of that king and soldier of 
Christ began to be yearly honoured with the ceiebration of masses, not 
only in that monastery, but in many other places." 

This story bears such unmistakable traces of monkish 
origin that further comment is unnecessary. It was 
doubtless invented for the purpose of increasing the 
fame of S. Oswald, and to obtain support for his shrines. 
We may, however, remark that there is no church in 
Sussex dedicated to that saint. 

During Wilfrith's sojourn in Sussex he was visited by 
Caed walla, of the royal race of the West Saxons, and on 
this suhject we cannot do better than to quote the words 
of Eddi :-

" In these days, too, the people of the Church of God increasing greatly 
from day to day through our bishop, and the fame of his name becoming 
very glorious, an exile of noble race callC'd Caedwalla came from the 
wastes of. Ciltine 64 and Ondred 65 begging earnf:'stly for the friendship of 
our noble father, that he might be a faithful father to him in teaching and 
helping him, and promised to be an obedient son, vowing it with a vow ; 
and after entering into this compact, God being the witness, they faith-

63 The date of Oswald's death was August 5th. 
64 Query, Chiltington in Sussex. 
65 Andred. The weald or forest of Sussex was originally called Andredsweald. 
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fully fulfilled it.66 For the holy priest of God helped the frequently dis-
tressed exile with some assistance and aid, and supported him until, gain-
ing strength and hurling his foes aside, he gained the kingdom. 

"Indeed, when Caedwalla was reigning, holding sway over Wessex, 
and S. Wilfrid, our bishop, was turning a Gentile race among the South 
Saxons to God, and through himself greatly glorifying the name of the 
Lord, he humbly invited ·bis venerable father, whom be loved most of all, 
to come to him. And when our holy and venerable father came, King 
Caedwalla appointed him High Counsellor over all his kingdom, as the 
King of Egypt did when, as the prophet says, after taking Joseph out of 
prison, 'he appointed him ruler of his house until he might learn wisdom.' 
Then King Caedwalla, being triumphant, when our holy bishop was raised 
by God, and innumerable estates and gifts had been given to him acconl-
ing to the desire of his heart, for the service of God, and his father being 
greatly honoured, kept his kingdom safe by his courage, either by victories, 
by the edge of the sword, or by granting treaties of peace." 

The " Saxon Chronicle'' records in 685, " This year 
Caedwalla began to contend for the kingdom." In the 
same year Lothere, King of Kent, died, having been 
wounded in battle with the South Saxons,67 and on the 
13th day before the Kalends of June (May 20th), 
Wilfrith's old enemy King Ecgfrith was killed in battle 68 

with the Picts. A curious vision is said to have ap-
peared to Wilfrith at the time of the· battle, whilst 
Wilfrith was celebrating mass in Sussex, and is thus re-
lated by Eadmer :- 09 

"And when after saying, 'Lift up your hearts' [ Sui·sum Corda], the 
people answered, ' We have, unto the Lord,' being at that moment in 
ecstasy, through the Spirit of God, he [Wilfrith] saw Ecgfrith's headless 
body fall dead. And, though terrified by the vision, he was still more 
terrified soon after. For when the Sequence to the Mass followed, and in 
the Preface he said, ' Through Christ our Lord,' 70 he looked and behold I 
two evil spirits dragged the soul of the king miserably before his very 
eyes, and thus, gasping with a fearful groan, bore him to the infernal 
prison-house. He [Wilfrith J called Acca,71 his priest, to him, and told 
him all that he had seen, at which the priest was thunderstruck, and 
scarcely could believe what he heard. However, at his [ Wilfrith's J com-
mand he noted the day and hour of the king's death, and, a few days after, 
news of what had happened proved that this was so." 

66 Caedwalla was not baptized until 688. " Sax. Chron." 
67 Bede, " Eccl. Hist.," Bk. rv., cap. xxvi. 
68 " Sax. ,Chron." 
69 This vision is not mentioned by Eddi or Fridegodus. 
1o This confirms the date, as the Preface for Ascension Day, and the Octave, was 

evidently used. 
7! See note 60. 
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There can be no doubt that Wilfrith was badly treated 
by Ecgfrith, but it is to be feared that in the matter 0£ 
the vision " the wish was father to the thought " in 
Wilfrith's mind. 

Returning now to Caed walla, the sequence 0£ the 
narrative is kept up by returning to Bede, who says :-72 

"In the meantime, Caedwalla, a daring young man, of the royal race 
of the Gewissae,73 who had been banished his country, came with an 
army, slew Ethelwalch, and wasted that country with much slaughter and 
plundering; but he was soon expelled by Berthun and Andhun, the 
King's commanders, who afterwards held the government of that province. 
The first of them was afterwards killed by the same Caedwalla, when he 
was King of the Gewissae, and the province was more entirely subdued. 
Ina, likewise, who reigned after Caedwalla, kept that country under the 
like servitude for several years, for which reason, during all that time, 
they had no bishop of their own ; but their first bishop, Wilfrid, having 
been recalled home, they were subject to the bishop of the Gewissae (i.e., 
the West Saxons, in the city of Winchester)." 

In 685 Caedwalla succeeded on the death of Kentwin, 
and used his new power to avenge himself on Sussex, 
and (as Canon Bright pertinently remarks) 74 "one cannot 
but ask whether the Apostle of Sussex was passive in 
such a crisis, or used his influence in vain." It is, we 
fear, only too clear, on looking atthe historic narratives, 
that Wilfrith only regarded Caedwalla and his own in-
terest in the matter. 

Again resuming Bede's account we find that :-75 

" After Caedwalla had possessed himself of the kingdom of the 
Gewissae, he also took the Isle of Wight, which till then was entirely 
given over to idolatry, and by cruel slaughter endeavoured to destroy all 
the inhabitants thereof, and to place in their stead people from his own 
province, having bound himself by a vow, though he was not yet, as is 
reported, regenerated in Christ, to give the fourth part of the land, and 
of the booty, to our Lord, if he took the island, which he performed by 
giving the same for our Lord to the use of Bishop Wilfrid, who hap-
pened at the time to have accidentally come thither out of his own nation. 
The measure of that island, according to the computation of the English, 
is of twelve hundred families, and accordingly the bishop had given him 
land of three hundred families. The part which he received he committed 

12 Book IV., chap. xv. 
73 West Saxons. 
74 "Chapters of Early English Church History," p. 349. 
1• Bk. IV., chap. xvi, 
xxxm. R 
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to one of his clerks called Bernwin, who was his sister's son, assigning 
him a priest, whose name was Hiddila, who might administer the word 
and baptism of salvation to all that would be saved." 

Caedwalla (in 688) went to Rome and received baptism 
from the Pope [Sergius J who named him Peter, and he 
died seven nights after, being buried at S. Peter's.76 

There appears to have been another Royal gift to 
Wilfrith, viz., of Pagham, in Sussex, about this time, 
though the date is rather uncertain, as Kemble gives the 
charter as in 680, when it is clear Wilfrith was not then 
in Sussex. Possibly the lands were given to him shortly 
before he came into the county. 

The charter (which has never before been completely 
translated) is in the following words:- 77 

"In the name of our Saviour Jesus Christ. We have brought nothing 
into this world, nor indeed can we take anything away. Therefore the 
eternal and celestial rewards of the country on high are to be bought 
with earthly and uncertain things. Wherefore I, King Cadwalla, the Lord 
willing, being asked by the venerable Bishop Wilfrid that I shonld deign 
to bestow upon him a little land for the support of his life, and of his 
brethren who have kept company with him in the godly service of this 
pilgrimage, which the most venerable man took for a long time for the re-
mission of his crimes and to receive a perpetual reward. Assenting to 
whose prayers I have willingly bestowed upon him a small earthly estate, 
as I thought :fit for the cure of my soul, and we have taxed this liberty 
under the estimate of seventy tributaries (taxpayers) in that place which 
is called Pecganham, and other places adjoining round about, that is Scrip-
paneg, Ceorlatun, Bucganora, Beorganstede, North Beorganstede, Crymes-
bam, Sc Northea, Mundanham, Othermunclanham,78 and we have rendered 
all these things to the venerable man Wilfrid with the consent and devout 
confirmation of Ecguald ' subregulus ' into the power of his own rule for 
the preservation of his very great sanctity and the remission of our sins. 
Moreover we have added to his brethren serving Goel at the church of S. 
Andrew, situate upon the eastern bank of the harbour which is called 
Vedringmutha,79 the land which is called Tangmere, of ten tributaries, in 

70 "Sax. Chron." 
77 The text is found in the "Codex Diplom. 1Evi Saxonici," and the boundaries 

are supplied from the Cottonian MSS., Aug. n., 86. The translation is by Mr. W. 
F. Noble. Dallaway (" Bistory of the Hape of Chichester," p. 1,) says that on a 
survey of the Hundred in 1525 it was found the bou1'daries agreed with those 
mentioned in this charter, but it appears to be impossible to identify them now. 

78 Scrippaneg is Shripuey (Oving), Ceorlatnn ( ? Charlton in Singleton), 
Bucganora (Bognor), Beorganstede (Bersted), Crymesham (Crimsham in Pagham), 
Pecganham (Pagham), &c. 

79 Wittering Month, i.e., Chichester Harbour. (?) 
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order that to them hereof, so long as the Catholic faith shall reign, the 
necessaries of bodily use may be specially afforded. But if any, which 
God forbid, shall attempt to go against these decrees firmly appointed, and 
to loosen them, let him know that he shall render account before the judg-
ment seat of Christ, and have part with Judas the betrayer of our Lord 
J esus Christ in the nether hell. These are the territories appertaining to 
Pecganham, first 'from the west Vedringmntha, by that port to the place 
which is called Holanhoranfleot, and so leads into Langport ; therefrom 
to the north Tounninglande, so to the east Onfleot upon that which is 
called Inufesford; therefrom to the place which is called Cyngeswic,80 
and so to the place which is called Langanerse ; 8l therefrom on Loxan-
leage, and so to the place which is called Bebbesham ; thence to the bridge 
of Thelbrycg, and so to the north by the marshy places upon these to the 
place which is called Hylsan Seohtra, and so to the east in W oermundes-
hamm ; hence to W adan hlam, from that place to Fiscmere, and so to 
Brynesaeot, and so it is directed into the sea. But also these are the 
boundaries appertaining to Tangmere, first Aphleapmere by the public way 
to the land of Heantun to the Circian corner, then to the place Horsa-
gehreg, and so where it is called Heanersc ; hence to Aebuthe, from that 
river to an ash tree, and so to the place Cealcmere,82 hence to Headan 
scraef, from that place Tolulantreowe; and so to Datanham,83 so to Risc-
mere, from that place Tohleapmere, and there are feedings of sheep in 
Meosdune belonging to Tangmere. In the year of the Incarnation of Our 
Lord 680, I, King Cadwalla, being requested by the aforesaid bishop, have 
ordered this charter of my gift to be written, and have made it free from 
the 'trinoda necessitas' of all Christian people, that is store of the citadel, 
mending of the bridge, assembling of the army. 

" I Ecgwald 'subregulus' with devout mind have consented and sub-
scribed. t I King Ethelred, the Lord being my helper, have confirmed 
this gift for the remedy of my soul.t I Hreddi, bishop, have consented 
and subscribed. t I Aldhelm, the scholar of Archbishop Theodore, have 
ordered this charter to be written dictating as the commands of the King 
and of the magnates have appointed. And those sanctioning it, it was ap-
pointed that it should remain a free award to the blessed man Wilfrid in 
his lifetime of this small possession of land, and after his death he should 
leave it to whomsoever he would in possession for ever by hereditary 
right. 

"Peace be to all who read and give consent, and praise be to those using 
the same, and perpetual light to believers, virtue and life to those favour-
ing, may this be rightly manifest to the senates, and assemblies of angels 
who may confirm these gifts by their at;sents." 

JNDORBED :-

8° Kingsham (?) 
81 Lagness (Pagham). 

" Bishop Wilfrid gave this charter and various 
most humble greetings in Christ to Archbishop 
Theodore." 

82 (?) Chalcraft Barn (Sonth Bersted). 
8., (?) Tatanham. 
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The lands at Pagbam were subsequently given by 
Wilfrith to the See of Canterbury, and until quite a 
recent date formed part of the archiepiscopal posses-
sions. The gift is shown by the following extract from 
Eadmer's MS. :-84 

"However, remembering the benefit and honour, which, as we men-
tioned above, he knew he had obtained in the church of Canterbury, when 
the subsequent tribulation fell upon him, on his return to his own place, 
gave the vill called Pagham, with all its appurtenances, which the King 
had given him, to the church of Canterbury to be held for ever. .And 
after this he gladly and joyfully returned to his own place," &c. 

In the early edition of Dugdale's "Monasticon " 85 a 
charter of Caedwalla, dated 673, is given, and of which 
Bishop Tanner says,86 " whoever carefully peruses that 
and the other deeds printed in 'Mon. Angl.,' tom. iii., 
pt. 1, p. 115, &c., out of the register book of the Dean 
and Chapter of Chichester, will find in almost every one 
evident marks of false print or forgery." 

It is to be regretted that previous writers in the 
" Collections" have overlooked this important note, and 
have quoted from these spurious charters, which are 
omitted in the latest edition of Dugdale. 

Leland attributes the foundation of South Malling 
College to Caed walla 87 and states that tbe monastery at 
Selsea was founded in 711.88 The latter statement is 
obviously incorrect. 

We now arrive at the end of Wilfrith's life in Sussex. 
Theodore, Archbishop of Canterbury, appears to have 
altered his views, and became reconciled to the Saint, 
and in the year 686 the latter was restored to his See. 
Carte says, "Theodore, pleased with the submission of 
a prelate, whose late services to Christianity had atoned 
in a manner for his former refractoriness and merited 
some favour, was easily reconciled." 89 It is hardly 

8• MS. B. Corpus Christi College, No. 371. See "Raine." Introd. p. 49., and 
p. 208. 

85 , Tom. iii., pt. 1, p. 115, &c., 1819 edit., see Vol. ii., p. 52. 
80 "Notitia Monastica" (1744 edit.), p. 546, note. 
s1 "Col!ectanea" 1., 86, cit. S. A. C. V., 127. 
88 "Collectanea," Vol. iii., p. 72 (1770 edit.). 
89 " History of England," 1, 254. 
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necessary to enter into a consideration of his after life, 
though it may be mentioned that he was again banished 
from his See-was restored-and ultimately died in the 
year 709. 

In glancing at the conversion of Sussex to Chris-
tianity we cannot do better than quote Mosheim, who 
remarks:-

" Sussex may be considered as a Roman conversion. The successful 
missionary was not indeed sent from Rome, but it was no other than 
Wilfrid, a native Saxon, famed for appeals to the Pope, and an ardent 
papal partizan through life. Thus iwo Anglo-Saxon kingdoms only, and 
those the least, Kent and Sussex, were converted entirely without aid 
from the ancient Church of Britain. All the rest of England was, more 
or less, indebted for Christianity to Celtic zeal." 90 

The next question raised is as to the result of Wil-
frith's work. There was no bishop at Selsey after 
Wilfrith until about 709. The Rev. Prebendary Stephens 
considers S. Lewinna, of Seaford, to be the only convert 
of Wilfrith known to us, 91 and that this shows that 
Christianity had travelled into the east of Sussex, as 
this saint was martyred during the primacy of .Arch-
bishop Theodore, who died in 690. 

We are left in more doubt as to whether to attribute 
any Sussex churches to this era, but it is a curious fact 
that the church of Hunston is dedicated to S. Leodgar 
(or Leger), and that of Rumboldswyke to S. Rumbold 
(or Romwald), both contemporary saints. Rumbolds-
wyke, indeed, no doubt, owes its name to the northern 
monks, and possibly also Yapton (Eappa's town), which 
is barely two miles from Shripney, already noted as an 
ecclesiastical possession. 

In the Cathedral Statutes we find the following regu-
lation as to the observance of the Saint's Day (Oct. 
14th) :-

" 'f hat the feast of S. Wilfrid be celebrated in the 
church of Chichester all the more devoutly because be 
had converted the heathen of the parts [round] Chiches-

90 "Eccl. Hist." (Stubbs' edn., 1863), p. 441. 
91 Diocesan Histories.-" 'l'he Sonth Saxon Diocese-Selsey-Chichester," p. 13. 

See also as to the " Saint," S. ·A C., vol. I. 
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ter to Christ, and have the 2nd rank." (Quo:i festum S. 
Wilfridi eo devocius quo gentiles de partibus Cicestrire 
Christi converterat, in ecclesia Cicestrensi celebretur et 
pro llda dignitate teneatur.) 92 The last notice is in 1678, 
when the question is put on an Episcopal Visitation, 
" Whether a thankful and pious commemoration of the 
founders, Wilfrid and Richard, is observed with holy 
rites on the appointed days ? R:. In the book of the 
Statutes, which is not in our hands, appointed days of 
this kind are found.'' (An grata et pia fundatorum Wil-
fridi et Ricardi diebus statutis commemoratio inter Sacra 
facta est? B:. In libro statntorum qui in manibus est 
non no bis occurrunt hujusmodi dies statuti .) 93 

The late Rev. Mackenzie Walcott states that" it is re-
:markable that the only fragment of old glass (in Lang-
ton's window) in Chichester Cathedral contains the arms 
of S. Wilfrid. Azure, three suns proper." 94 

There is only one church of the Anglican communion 
in Sussex dedicated to S. Wilfrith, and this is at Hay-
ward's Heath, and has given its name to a Local Board 
District. It seems hardly appropriate to conclude the 
present paper without mentioning this church. 

The writer has been favoured with the following notes 
on the subject from the Rev. R. E. Wyatt, M.A., Vicar 
of S. Wilfrid's :-

"Mr. Maberley [Vicar of Ouckfield], with whom I 
worked as a son for so many years, was the originator of 
the idea, but he despaired of obtaining Bishop Gilbert's 
assent, and left it to me to undertake and carry it 
through. His severe illness in 1868-4 also left the whole 
work in my hands, and since I have been t,he incumbent 
I have zealously endeavoured to perpetuate the memory 
of one of the ' grandest old men ' England has ever 
produced. I have practically been in charge of the 
district from 1856, but it was not formally separated till 
1866.95 •••• It is to me a remarkable coincidence that 

92 "Statnta." lib. E., 186. Rev. M E. C. Walcott in" Archreologia," xiv., 178. 
• 3 Rev. M. E . C. Walcott in" Archreologia," xiv., 178. 
94 l b. 
95 'l'he District was carved out of Cuckfield parish. 
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Mr. Sergison, the father of the present Lord of the 
Manor; should have givAn us a site for the church in the 
very centre of the county which S. Wilfrid evangelised, 
and we knew nothing of this topographical fact till the 
late Mr. Blencowe, of Chailey, mentioned it, and said it 
would be the cope-stone of Sussex." 

In conclusion, we cannot do better than quote two ex-
tracts from the sermon of the Ven . .Archdeacon Hannah, 
D.C.L., Vicar of Brighton, preached on S. Wilfrid's 
Day, 1881, at S. Wilfrid's Church, on the bissextenary 
of the Saint's arrival in Sussex;-

"This year we specially commemorate St. Wilfrid's Day, because God's 
providence over-ruled the so-called chances of that remarkable career to 
the great benefit and blessing of our Saxon forefathers in this county; 
because St. Wilfrid was not only Bishop of York, but Apostle of Sussex ; 
because the happy work of first preaching the Gospel to the heathen wor-
shippers of W oden in Sussex is the fairest passage in that troubled life ; 
the purest of the rays of glory that have gathered round that great his-
toric name. God's providence ordained that the conversion of the heathen 
inhabitants of the old forest of Anderida should be one of the side-results 
of the far vaster movements which settled for ages the relations between 
England and Rome; and that the foundation of the comparatively obscure 
see of Selsey, the very church of which was buried beneath the waves before 
the memory of man, should have been effected, as it were simply by the 
way, by the magnificent restorer or founder of the great churches of Ripon, 
of Hexham, and of York. 

* * * * * 
" Great as an administrator, as a ruler, as a founder of Churches and 

Monasteries, as a zealous promoter both of art and learning, he was 
greater by far in our rPgard as a Missionary, and especially during the 
trials of his repeated exiles, whether here in Sussex, or in the Frisian land 
beyond the sea. It was a most blessed gift which enabled him to turn his 
very disappointments into triumphs, so that the failings which we can 
detect in his home administration are forgotten in the brightness of his 
missionary success. We render him our unqualified admiration and re-
verence, when we regard him as the great missionary pioneer, who was 
mighty in discharging the foremost of the duties that can devolve on the 
ordained ministers of Christ. Clearly this kind of success is a proof of 
the zeal and devotion with which his inner soul was filled. His great 
missionary influence must have arisen from the singleness of his purpose, 
the warmth of his resolution, the devotion of his life. From the simple 
records of his friends and followers, we learn that he was self-denying 
even to asceticism ; zealous for conversion ; stedfast in the faith ; eager 
to proclaim the message of the Gospel. And here, I say, we touch a 
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point of sympathy, which comes home to the heart of the plainest way-
farer in this life's journey. There are very few indeed who can. approach 
imch men as Wilfrid in the greatness of their deeds and the splendour of 
their renown. There are very few indeed who are called upon to fill such 
great spaces in the eyes of men ; to rank among those who are famous in 
all ages, honoured in their generations, and the glory of their times. But 
we can every one of us appreciate and realise the energy of practical devo-
tion." 96 

Lastly, the thanks of the writer are due to the Ven. 
Archdeacon Hannah, the Rev. R. E. Wyatt, and Mr. R. 
H. H. Creak, for their kind assistance in this paper. 

96 Brighton Examiner, Oct. 18th, 1881. 


