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p. 12, title of plate : for "Art of Dexant " read "Art of Descant." 

p 42, note 14: for'' her' ' read'' he.'' 

p. 64, 1. 29: for '' Fragmanta Genealogica '' read '' Fragmenta 
Genealogica.'' 

p. 104, last line : after " Heli " insert " i5." 
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BY THE REV. K. H. MACDERMOTT, 
LTH., A.R.C.M. 

· '' If there be one thing more conspicuous than 
another by its absence in the arch::eological records 
of Sussex, it is all reference to music.'' Such is 
the sweeping statement of Mr. Fleet in his Glimpses 
of Our Ancestors; and no-one with any knowledge 
of our County's antiquarian literature can do aught 
but endorse the statement. Both secular and sacred 
music have suffered from this lack of the historian's 
recognition; the subject of music is not mentioned 
by the Sussex diarists-Gale, Stapley and Marchant; 
there is scarcely any reference to it either in the 
Burrell MSS. or the Sussex Arch::eological Collections, 
while few of the numerous general and local histories 
or other books relating to the County have devoted 
even a page to this '' Art unsearchable, Divine and 
Excellent,'' as Playford terms it. 

In mentioning this lacuna in Sussex literature my 
intention is not to condemn the :writers and enquirers 
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after knowledge of the past for their om1ss1on of a 
very important subject ; nor is it to offer an apology 
for introducing it now, for no such apology is needed. 
Rather I wish to suggest to local antiquaries an almost 
unexplored field of research to which they might 
well devote their energies with every hope of fruitful 
results; and specially to emphasize the importance 
of this research being made now, before many of the 
sources of information will have disappeared for 
ever. For the main spring from which one must 
chiefly derive any knowledge of the subject, and to 
which I have turned for the last twenty years, consists 
partly of the old inhabitants whose fathers and 
grandfathers performed and often composed the 
music of the past; and partly of the well-thumbed 
and dog-eared volumes of music, both printed and 
manuscript, which were the treasured possessions of 
those ancient enthusiasts. And time is relentlessly 
calling away the one class, while the kitchen fire is 
too often the finale of the other. 

Before proceeding · further it is necessary to define 
the term ' ' The Past ' ' as used in this article ; other-
wise the treatment of too lengthy a period of history 
may be anticipated by so ambiguous an expression. 
It is to be understood, therefore, as referring mainly 
to the two hundred years beginning with the latter 
half of the l 7th and ending with the corresponding 
part of the 19th Century. These two-hundred years 
cover a period in the history of Sussex Church Music 
quite distinct and separate in its characteristics from 
the times both before and after that period ; an 
epoch indeed which differed far more widely from 
both its preceding and succeeding ages. than these 
do from each other. In all departments concerned 
with ecclesiastical music the divergence was great: 
the music was different in style, the instruments 
were not the same species, the performers were in 
many respects dis-similar, and the places where they 
.sang or played were at opposite ends of the churches. 



SUSSEX CHURCH MUSIC IN THE PA~T. 3 

For some hundred years or so before the beginning 
of '' The Past,'' as defined above, most of the Church 
music was of the simple and stately kind represented 
by the familiar '' Old lOOth '' tune, a type to which 
the best modern ecclesiastical music has a tendency 
to revert; and this was a great contrast from the 
florid style adopted by composer and performer alike 
within our period. As regards the instruments used 
before '' The Past '' the organ reigned practically 
supreme and almost alone, and it has recovered its 
supremacy in subsequent years; but during the era 
covered by our title nearly every instrument known, 
from a fiddle to a flute, from a trumpet to a triangle 
was employed; and whereas the place in the churches 
allotted to the musicians, both before and since 
that period, has been in the chancel-either in the 
stalls or in the rood-loft-during ''The Past'' itself it 
was up in the gallery specially erected for the minstrels 
at the west end. The dissimilitude between the 
musicians themselves was perhaps not quite so great, 
but such as there was will appear in the third section 
of this article. 

It is to be understood therefore that the term 
'' The Past,'' as used herein, refers neither to the 
remote era of Gregory and his modes, nor to the 
16th Century when the German chorale was intro-
duced into England, but to the period beginning 
with the Restoration in 1660 and ending somewhere 
near the middle of the reign of Queen Victoria two 
-centuries later. And the su~ject itself is discussed 
under the three headings into which it can obviously 
be divided-the Music, the Instruments and the 
Musicians. 

1. THE Musw. 
The musical outlook of our forefathers in '' The 

Past '' was evidently a limited one, for the energies 
of both composers and performers seem to have been 
.chiefly confined to metrical versions of the Psalms, 
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a.nd to short Anthems ; and of the former that by 
Sternhold and Hopkins, published in 1549, and 
issued for the first time with tunes a few years later; 
was regarded practically everywhere as the best. 
This was the '' Old Version '' as distinguished from 
the '' New Version '' of Tate and Brady, published 
in 1698. It is stated by J. Holland in The Psalmist8' 
of Great Britain (1843) that the Psalms, in whole or 
in part, had been rendered into English verse by over 
150 authors ; of which about 70 were complete 
versions, amongst them being one by Dr. King, 
Bishop of Chichester (1642-1669). In Sussex choirs~ 
however, the '' Old '' and the '' New '' versions. 
superseded nearly all the others. 

The indigenous Sussex books claim our firstattention;. 
and of these the most noteworthy is a splendid volume,. 
entitled Improved Psalmody, compiled by the Rev .. 
William Dechair Tattersall, A.M., Rector of West-
bourne, and published in 1794. The words are '' The 
Psalms of David from a Poetical Version originally 
written by the Reverend James Merrick, A.M.,. 
Fellow of Trinity College, Oxford,'' while the music 
is ' ' Collected from the most Eminent Composers.'' 
The book is bound in leather (oblong lO! in. by 8!in),. 
and contains 348 pages of music, beautifully printed 
from. special plates, and 46 pages of introductory 
letter-press; with a List of Subscribers, among-
whom appear Mr. Dupuis, Organist and Composer 
to His Majesty, Guiseppe Haydn, Mus.D. Ox., Samuel 
Johnson, Esq., and other well-known names. In 
the Advertisement it is stated that '' the design of the 
Editor is not only to silence the many ludicrous, 
reflections that are perpetually cast upon our psalmody,. 
but to fulfil the wishes of many able writers who have-
recommended an amendment in this part of the 
service.'' Then follows a lengthy explanation why 
Mr. Merrick's Version of the Psalms was used in 
preference to others, a laudatory apology that was. 
by no · means necessary, for Mr. Merrick's version is. 



SUSSEX CHURCH MUSIC IN THE PAST. 5 

far better poetry than that of either the '' Ol<;l '' or 
the ' ' New ' ' versions so commonly adopted. In 
the introduction a special acknowledgment is made 
to Dr. Haydn (the famous composer of the'' Creation," 

. etc., then in his 65th year) for having allowed t.he 
editor " to reckon him in the number of my respect-
able coadjutors,'' but it is not stated whether the 
tunes by Haydn included in the work were specially 
composed for it or not. 

The tunes are nearly all in three parts only (treble, 
alto and bass) and only 75 Psalms are set to music 
in this book of Psalmody, it being the Editor's 
intention to issue a second volume, though whether 
that design was carried out or not I have been unable 
to ascertain. 

Early in the 19th Century a Brighton musician, 
Nathaniel Cooke, organist of the Parish Church, 
-contributed a remarkable achievement to Sussex 
ecclesJastical music by issuing-A Collection of Psalms 
.and Hymns Sung at the Parish Church, Brighthelms-
ton. This book went through three editions; the 
·second of these contained 93 tunes (set to the New 
Version) of which no less than 78 were composed by 
the indefatigable compiler himself. Many of these tunes 
are of great merit, written in four parts, with a certain 
feeling of dignity and repose unusual in the similar 
-compositions of the same period. The author was 
evidently a true son of Sussex, for he named all his 
compositions after towns or villages in the County, 
the first dozen being entitled respectively-Chichester, 
Brighton, Arundel, Steyning, Bosham, Worthing, 
Shoreham, Hastings, Cuckfield, Broadwater, Lewes, 
Newtimber. There was apparently no eclecticism 
about this nomenclature as the titles include places 
-0f all sizes and degrees of importance situate in every 
part of Sussex. Nathaniel Cooke 'Yas, I believe, born in 
Bosham ; he was buried there, in the chancel of the 
-0ld Church, in 1827. (A collateral descendant of his, 
Mr. A. Stanley Cooke, the author of '' South Down 
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Songs and Idylls,'' etc., for many years wore his 
ancestor Nathaniel's mantle as organist of Brighton 
Parish .Church.) 

Two .other contributions to Sussex Church Music 
were made by Chichester organists ; the earlier 
(undated, but issued before 1815, in which year a 
former owner of my copy inscribed her name, with 
date, on the title page) was :-Sacred Melodies. 
A Collection of Psalms and Hymns as sung at the 
Cathedral Church, and the Chapel of Saint John the 
Evangelist, Chichester, Composed, Selected and Adapted 
by T. Bennett , Organist. This book was published by 
subscription at 7s. 6d., and in the List of Subscribers 
appear many names that are familiar in Chichester 
at the present moment. The tunes were chiefly 
from other collections, only one, named '' Sussex,''* 
being by Bennett himself, while the words were nearly 
all from Tate and Brady. A few years later another 
and enlarged edition of this work was published in 
five volumes, and in this edition the compiler made 
an amusing and novel departure by re-naming many 
of the tunes selected after local places, no matter 
who the composer happened to be. Thus we have 
the tune '' Littlehampton,' ' by Dr. Croft, '' Cow-
dray '' by Dr. Hayes, '' Woolbeeding '' by Gluck, 
'' Fittleworth '' by Mozart, and '' Aldwich,'' by 
Beethoven! 

Mr. Bennett was organist of St. John's Church, 
Chichester, when he compiled his book, and then 
beca:rpe organist of the Cathedral from 1817 to 1848 ; 
he left four musical sons to carry on his name and 
fame, one of whom, Thomas J. Bennett, also com-
piled a tune-book :- A Selection from the N ew Version 
of the Psalms and from the Hymr;,s appended to the 
Book of Common Prayer Adapted to Appropriate 
Tunes, by T. J. Bennett, Organist of St. Paul's, Chi-

*Another tune called '' Sussex'' appeared in '' Lock Hymn Tunes '• 
published in London in l 769. 
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chester. This work is undated· but was probably 
issued about 1850; it contains 51 tunes for Psalms 
and four for Hymns~ none composed by the compiler 
himself, unless several anonymous tunes were his, 
but several of them taken from his father's publication. 

In 1842 an · anonymous book was published by 
Hayley Mason of Chichester, entitled :-A Collec-
tion of Psalms, Hymns, Anthems and Collects as Sung 
at Selsey Church. This contained words only (New 

. Version) and was probably compiled by the Rev. 
BarrP. Phipps, Rector of Selsey from 1817 to 1863. 

Mention is made of another Sussex book by the 
Rev. E. B. Ellman, Rector of Berwick (Sussex) from 
1846 to 1906, in his Recollections of a Sussex Parson 
where he states that '' the hymnal used at Berwick 
in 1838 was .. a local one for the neighbourhood." 
This may have been a selection compiled by Mr. 
Scobell, of Southover, Lewes, introduced into the 
parish in 1825, but I have been unable to trace · a 
copy of this work or obtain any account of it. 

It is now impossible to ascertain the number of 
Churches in which any of these particular books 
were used, but inasmuch as two of them went 
through more than one edition it is possible that they 
were fairly widely known. Unfortunately not many 
copies of any of them seem to be in existence at the 
present time, and very few people have any recollec-
tion of them at all. 

Of greater interest in some respects than tkese 
printed volumes are the innumerable manuscript 
books used by the enthusiastic and painstaking 
village scribes, who combined the art of the singer 
or player with that of the copyist and composer. 
A large number of these MSS. are fortunately still 
extant, and they form a notable monument to the care 
and diligence which our rustic forefathers exercised 
in their part of the Church's service; for tney are 
most of them admirable specimens of penmanship, · 
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_often with well executed _scroll-work designs -in the 
_ margins of the pages, and generally free from errors 
or other blemishes. Indeed very few of the grea:t 

__ composers' MSS. are to be compared in their cali-
- graphy with that of the old Sussex musicians. 

The raison d'etre of these MS. books is, of course, 
obvious; the prices of printed music were practically 

-prohibitive in '' The Past '' to our local choirmen, 
.who would often have had to give a week's wages or 

-more for a single copy of a choir-book. Each man, 
therefore, made his own copy and in most cases it 
became a cherished and well used possession for the 
rest of the owner's life. 

Frequently these old MS. books were '' begun '' 
·at both ends, to use an Irishism, the Psalm-tunes 
being written at one end and the Anthems at the 

-other, the .book having been turned upside down for 
--the latter. Each tune had its own special name, and 
-d<;mbtless this universal custom owed its origin to the 
"diversity of the books; no two books being precisely 
alike either as to pagination or the order in which the 
tunes occurred. In referring to any particular tune 
the choirmen could only mention it by name, not by 
number or page; and the old choirmen always spoke 

. of psalm-tunes by name, never by number even after 
-the prevalence of printed books rendered this feasible. 

Down to the middle of the 19th Century the melody 
of all Church tunes was usually sung by the tenor 

·-voices, not by the treble as at the present time; the 
latter only rendered the inner part commonly allotted 
to the tenor in modern music. 

A typical MS. book, of probably the late 18tp_ 
Century, was used at Waldron Church by successive 
generations of the family Collins (members of whicp_ 

_§till live in the parish); it contains 55 pages of mus~c 
all very neatly written, with tunes arranged in 2, 3 
or 4 parts. In size _ it is 11! inches by 9!, oblong in 

·-shape, and is bound in leather, with a piece of old 
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parchment having some 16th Century. writing on it 
incorporated in the binding. At Bosham there was 
a set of MS. books, all dated 1822, of similar size to-
the Waldron example, a separate book being used for 
each different voice-bass, tenor, etc. A Willingdon 
18th Century MS. contains a fine tune named after 
the parish, but the composer's name is omitted-
an unfortunate circumstance, for his work is so good 
that he deserves to be remembered. The music at 
Angmering was very clearly and neatly copied; a 
H urstpierpoint specimen was embellished in a minute 
manner with scrolls and dots and wavy lines; several 
good examples are preserved in Warnham Church 
(two dated 1799 and 1812 respectively) one of which 
contains a tune, '' Portsmouth,'' to Trumpet metre, 
whatever that may mean. A West Grinstead Anthem 
book of 96 well-written pages, has the words placed 
underneath the t enor part only, an indication of 
the importance of this voice in the olden days. The 
penmanship of a Wilmington MS.. of the 18th Century 
is splendid, both notes and words being written with 
a care that one could scarcely have expected in those 
illiterate days. 

An exceptional example of the illustrative abilities 
of our old Sussex musicians is given at the head of 
this article. This is the work of Mr. Frederick Jones, 
of East Hoathly, who played the flute nearly seventy 
years ago at Falmer and other neighbouring Churches,. 
who 60 years ago inherited the pitchpipe and MSS. 
of an octogenarian tenor of Falmer, who has for 
nearly three-quarters of a century been a church 
musician, composer, artist and writer; a son of a 
singer ; and an enthusiast of the old type who, alas,. 
are gradually passing away. Mr. Jones ornamented 
many of the old MS. tunes in bygone years, but as. 
he had none of them still extant, he essayed to prove 
that his right hand had not yet lost its cunning-
with what success the reader may judge. 

Many of the old copyists . were also composers,. 
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and not a few of their tunes (generally namesakes of 
the places of their origin) deserve a better fate than 
the oblivion in which they now repose. A fine col-
lection was composed by James Marshall, ·of Rogate, 
early in the 19th Century; they were of a bold and 
vigorous type and must assuredly have been popular. 
Their names reveal the writer's habitat: Rogate, 
Trotton, Elsted, Woolbeeding, Harting, Treyford, 
Iping, etc. 

A favourite anthem with our forefathers was 
Pope's famous ode-'' The Dying Christian to his 
Soul '' ('' Vital spark of heavenly flame '') which 
occurs in most of the old tune books, though not always 
set to the same music. 

Turning from manuscript to print again we come 
to the large number of published Psalmodies used 
in Sussex, of various editors and dates. The earliest 
I have yet discovered is a small copy of what was 
known as '' Day's Psalter,'' after the name of its 
publisher, containing the Old Version with tunes, 
dated 1630 and entitled :-The Whole Booke of Psalmes 
Collected into English Meeter by T. Sternhold, J. 
Hopkins, W. Whittingham conferred with -the Hebrew 
with apt notes to sing them withall. This book (now 
in the possession of Mr. E. Collins, Bramber, a member 
of the Waldron family referred to above) is bound in 
velvet with silver filigree with a New Testament, 
1628. It was formerly used at Waldron and con-
tains the Canticles, Lord's Prayer, Ten Command-
ments et alia besides the Psalms done into meeter 
and set to apt notes, the said no1;es being of a diamond 
shape as in the facsimile of the '' Old lOOth '' herein 
reproduced. This is taken from a book in the Warn-
ham Church collection: John Playford's Introduc-
tion to Music, with which is incorporated The .:4.rt 
of Descant by Dr. Thos. Campion, 1664. This book 
was formerly in the possession of Michael Turner, 
Parish Clerk of Warnham from 1835 to the year of 
his death in 1885. Previously it belonged to a singer 
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Page from the "Art of Dexant." 1661. 

of a neighbouring parish whose name is inscribed on 
the first page in early 18th Century style :-'' May 
Jephthaniah Mugeridge, Rudgwick. '' The '' Old 
lOOth '' appears in The Art of Descant, only the 
treble and bass parts being given with the usual 
sign at the end of each line to indicate the note on 
which the particular part begins in the next line. 

Another of the Warnham collection is Evisan's 
A Compleat Book of Psalmody, 1750, a similar copy 
of which was used in Bosham Church. The former 
owners of this Bosham book adorned it with their 
~utographs in an ·interesting manner; thus:-
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" James Wossil His book march y' 27 in the yeare of 1757. 
James Wossil His book, 
God give him grace therein to look, 
But not to look but understand 
That larning is better than house and land ; 
\Vnen land is gone and munny spent, 
Then larning is most excellent.'' . 

" John Caplin his book 1791 Harting, Sussex. 
John Caplin 
His Hand and Pen, 
He will be good 
But God no [know] when.'' 

'' Thomas Welch, 1796. '' 
'' Elizabeth Welch Bos ham. '' 

Waldron and Warnham Churches both used The 
Psalmist's New Companion Set forth and corrected 
by Abram Adams, at Shoreha:n in Kent-an undated 
book of late 18th Century containing Psalm-tunes 
and Anthems with an '' Introduction to the Grounds 
of Musick. ' ' As in most of the choir-books of this 
period there is a quaint Preface beginning '' I need 
not acquaint you with the original and ancientness of 
musick " and extolling the aims and object of the 
publication, which in this instance is to '' better and 
improve this excellent and useful Part of our Service, 
to keep up Uniformity in our Parish Churches, and 
bring them as much as may be to imitate their 
Mother-Churches, the Cathedrals~'' An ambitious 
aspiration, truly! One wonders at the intrepidity 
of the author-especially when we know Sussex 
country churches! Kindred to this in ingenuousness 
is the Introduction to Psalmody Improved, by William 
Gresham of Dunstable (about 1780), a tune-book 
once used in Henfield Church, containing Canticles~ 
Psalms .and Hymns with music. The editor states 
that '' It is intended to facilitate and improve that 
delightful part of Public Worship-Singing Praises 
to our Creator and Redeemer The Words 
are .taken from the Version of Tate and Brady, with a 
few alterations ; of which the design is to improve 
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the Poetry, to give a Sense nearer to the Prose, or 
adjust the Words better to the Music.'' Then 
follows a pedantic dissertation '' on the Matter, the 
Words, the Music, and the Manner of Performance 
most adapted to mixed assemblies,'' in all of which 
Mr. Gresham claims to have made great improvements, 
a claim scarcely justified by the results. One remark 
in the Introduction reveals the 18th Century mind 
on the question of the multiplicity of tunes: " The 
number of Psalms and Hymns in this Work is Eighty-
six; and, if each were adapted to different music, 
the tunes would be too numerous for a congregation 
to use: I have therefore limited their number to 
about Forty.'' What would our forefathers of a 
century or two ago have said about some of our 
modern hymn-books with their tunes running into 
severa.1 hundreds ? Instructions as to the rendering 
of the hymns are given in Psalmody Improved in an 
amusingly direct manner ; '' Cheerful but not too 
fast,'' '' Loud and not very slow,'' '' Supplicating,'' 
'' Loud and majestic,'' '' Slow and tenderly,'' ''Slow 
and solemn. ' ' 

Other books formerly used in Sussex were:-
Williams' New Universal P salmodist, 17 64, at Billings-
hurst; Psalms and Hymn-tunes by Reinagle, 1839, 
.at Hellingly; Cheetham's Psalmody, 1851, at Twine-
ham; The Union Tune Book at Berwick; Horne's 
Psalms and Hymns at Angmering and Hellingly; 
Rippon's Tunes, 1806, at Wilmington, Lurgashall 
and other places; Congregational Harmonist, and 
Clark's Psalms at Bolney ; Mercer's Church Psalter 
aud Hymn-book, 1859, at Hurstpierpoint; Dr. Adding-
ton's Collection of Psalm Tunes, 1786, at W aldron ; 
Bristol Tune-book, 1863, and Bennett and Gold-
schmid's Chorale Book, 1863, at various places. The 
favourite words were the Metrical Psalms of Sternhold 
and Hopkins (one book dated 1744 at Greatham), 
and Tate and Brady; and Dr. Watts' Hymns. Besides 
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all these there were countless numbers of manuscript 
music-books employed, nearly every choirman deeming 
it necessary to write and possess his own copy. 

A general cus:fom in most churches was to begin 
the morning service with some special hymn, generally 
'' Awake, my soul, and with the sun,'' the same one 
being sung invariably all the year round. Another 
common practice was the strict limitation of the 
psalm or hymn to four verses only; it being appar-
ently a matte;r of indifference whether the fourth verse 
made a satisfactory termination or not. The frequent 
repetition of the words, especially of the two last lines 
of each verse, was also the general usage, and many 
of the old tunes were specially composed with two 
extra lines of music to fit these iterations. (A familiar 
survival of this occurs in most modern hymn-books 
in such favourites as '' 0 come, all ye faithful,'' 
' ' Lo ! He comes with clouds descending ' ' and 
' ' All hail the power of Jesus' Name. ' ') 

2. THE INSTRUMENTS.* 

Many of the sins of their generation are visited 
on the heads of the great men of every age, and 
Cromwell was no exception to the rule. Every 
visitor to a cathedral or noteworthy church is familiar 
with the phrase : '' Cromwell destroyed this or 
that,'' and almost every iconoclastic act of the 
fanatics among the Puritans has been ascribed 
directly to the mighty Oliver, including the wholesale 
destruction of organs. In justice to the Lord Pro-
tector's memory it is but fair to state that he was a 
good amateur musician; he was specially fond of the 
organ and had one set up in Hampton Court Palace 
for his own pleasure; he constantly endeavoured 
to check the extra -yagances of his followers and on 
most occasions counselled moderation and tolerance. 

*A comple te list of the instruments used in Sussex Churches of which I 
have been able to obt ain record is given a t t he end of this article. 
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(See Morley's Life of Cromwell). In all probability,. 
therefore, our . Sussex musician, Mr. Henry Davey, 
bf Brighton, was quite correct when he wrote to 
Notes and Qiieries (9th Series, Vol. III., 1899) defend--
ing Cromwell's memory in the matter of · church 
organs, which were abolished - from our churches 
by a law passed in 1644 and were accordingly des-
troyed wholesale; but not by Cromwell's own wishes 
or instructions. 

The Puritan rage against music and organs was no~ 
so much against the instruments or music per .c:e, as 
as against the frivolous manners of the singers in 
vogue in the days of Charles I. As a matter of fact 
the Puritans were fond of music and evinced i t by 
their frequent Psalm-singing; moreover in 1656 a 
Committee of Council was formed to aRsist in found-
ing a College of Music in London, a project that was 
only stopped by the Restoration in 1660 ! 

Whoever was responsible, however, it is actually 
true that from the middle of the l 7th Century to the 
corresponding part of the l 9th Century there were 
very few churches (other than cathedrals, collegiate 
chapels, etc.) wherein the instrumental part of the 
music was provided by an organ (excluding barrel-
organs from the category for the moment). Direct 
evidence of this is furnished by the Selsey Collection 
of Psalms, where the Preface, written in 1842, makes 
a reference to the suitability of the Organ for Church 
Music, and concludes thus:-'' Its general adoption 
is therefore strongly recommended and earnestly 
to be hoped for." 

In the absence of organs the necessary aecompani-
ments were supplied by bands containing a variety 
of instruments, of which in Sussex there were no less 
than eighteen different kinds employed in one place 
or another. 
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Vamp-horn at Ashurst . 

Unique amongst them was a Vamp-horn, still extant,,. 
formerly used in Ashurst Church. This curious instru-
ment is made of tin, 3ft. in length by 7in. across the 
mouth of tlw bell, painted green with an inscription 
of yellow lettering:-'' Praise Him upon ye Strings 
and Pipe. 1770. Palmer fecit.'' Inside the bell,_ 
about Stin. from the end, are stretched some inter-
secting wires, the purpose of which it is impossible to 
tell. The instrument has no mouth-piece and can 
only produce a sort of bellowing noise; in all pro-
bability it was employed to form a drone foundation _ 

· n 
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for the band and choir, like the drones of a bagpipe, 
-0r the drone-strings of a hurdy-gurdy. 

There are in existence five other vamp-horns in 
England (at Willoughton in Lincolnshire, East Leake 
and Braybrooke in Nottinghamshire, Charing in 
Kent, and Harrington in N orthants ), all of them larger 
than the Ashurst example, and it seems to be the 
general opinion that they were merely used to amplify 
the sound of the lowest part of the music. The 
word '' vamp '' is derived from the French avant-
pied, which was originally applied to a piece of leather 
attached to the front part of a boot to add strength; 
thus '' vamping '' came to mean making the best of 
a thing by helping it out. In music the· term is used 
in reference to accompanying a solo without music 
to help the performer; and no doubt the vamp-
horns were so called from their function of supporting 
the other members of the church bands. 

The Flute nearly always figured in the orchestras 
of Sussex Churches and was often used, when no 
pitchpipe was available, to sound the note for the 
choir when singing was unaccompanied. Most of 
the old flutes were of boxwood, about 2ft. in length, 
with only one key, though sometimes the piccolo 
(as at Selsey) or short flute was used. At E. Lavant 
there are two flutes in existence, one dated 1821; 
the other is stated to have been played by a Thomas 
W ackford in 1824. 

The Oboe, a double-reed instrument with a pene-
trating sound, also of boxwood, was not very fre-
quently employed, no doubt on account of the diffi-
culty in playing it. A Sidlesham specimen is of box-
wood with ivory rings, and has only two keys. 

The somewhat kindred single-reed Clarionet was 
much more common, and most of those that were 
used had several keys and were thus capable of pro-
ducing many more notes than the flutes and oboes. 
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One of them formerly played at Sidlesham has no 
less than twelve keys, an unusual number for an 
instrument about a century old as this is. A Harting 
clarionet has only six keys and that of Bosham has 
no more than one. 

Sussex people love nick-names, both for people 
and things, and their forefathers were apparently 
like-minded ; and they spared not the things of the 
Church any more than those of other places. The 
Bassoon is a thick . wooden double pipe about 4ft. 
in length, always nicknamed the '' horse's leg '' 
in Sussex ; a reed instrument of low pitch, supplying 
the bass to the oboe and clarionet with a tone that 
may be described as '' nasal.'' Though difficult to 
play it was not uncommon in the Churches, and two 
were used at West Tarring. One now in the pos-
session of Mr. Edward Sayers (author of Transcripts 
and R ecords of the Past : West Tarring) who has .done 
much towards rescuing from oblivion the history 
-0f Sussex Church Music, was made by W. Millhouse, 
London, about 1800, and has 8 keys; the other, 
belonging to Mr. Jesse Clipper, has 6 keys. A 
Sidlesham bassoon has also 6 keys. The chief diffi-
culty in playing this instrument is the production of 
the notes at an accurate pitch, and what the Church 
-congregations suffered in the Past from bassoons 
played out of tune by some of the ill-taught enthusiasts 
must have been torture indescribable. 

An instrument that is now practically obsolete 
in England but still to be met with in France, the 
Serpent, formed part of Selsey, Heathfield and Upper 
Beetling bands and probably also of others. The 
Beetling example is preserved by Mr. Collins in his 
famous and quaint Museum at Bramber. The instru~ 
ment is of thin wood covered with leather, with a 
brass trumpet-like mouthpiece; total length 7ft. lOin., 
with four keys and the usual finger-holes. Its name 
is derived from the curved form in which the tube is 
contorted, presenting three U-shaped turns followed 
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by a large circular convolution. Supposed to have 
been invented in the 16th Century in France, the 
instrument was so well recognised as a member of the 
Church bands in that country that it became known 
as the Serpent d' Eglise ; and as, owing to the material 
of which it was made, its tone was more tender and less 
obtrusive than that of the brass orchestral instru-
ments, it was therefore deemed more suitable for 
ecclesiastical purposes. 

Of the brass instruments the Cornet, Trumpet,. 
French Horn and T rombone have all been used in 
Sussex, though none of them were common. At 
Berwick a cornet (then commonly called cornopean) 
and a harmonium provided the musical accompani-
ment in the middle of the 19th Century; a wonderful 
and fearful combination indeed!* 

The stringed instruments, Violin, 'Cello and Bass-
viol, were all fairly commonly used and little need 
be said about them. The bass-viol was the immediate 
:precursor of the 'cello and was only slightly different 
in shape, having a flatter back and more sloping shoul-
ders. Owing to this it was comparatively lacking 
in tone, and the louder 'cello gradually ousted it 
from orchestras all over Europe, England being the 
last country to allow it to be displaced. Here the 
bass-viol survived till the end of the 18th Century 
in general use, but for Sussex churches it lasted 
for at least another 50 years. Two bass-viols in the 
County were made of thin sheet copper instead of 
wood-one at Bosha1n and another at Eastbourne. 

During an interregnum between band and organ,. 
a Concertina was used at Balcombe. This instrument 
is practically a miniature harmonium; and if custom 
has sanctioned the latter, we need not shudder too· 
much at thoughts of the former. 

*For some time after the Restoration in 1660 there was a dearth of boys• 
voices and the Clergy supplied the need for treble parts by the introduction 
of cornets into the Churches. 
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One would scarcely expect any member of the 
percussion tribe of instruments to be used in Divine 
service-their sound can hardly have been edifying 
- ·but the Drum was used in Nuthurst Church and, 
possibly at an early date, in West Tarring Church 
also. In the Churchwardens' Account Book of the 
latter parish occurs this entry:-

" 1561. It. to the Drowme pleyr .. . xi.,n.'' 
This payment was for the music performed at the '' Church 

Ales,'' and evidently the '' Drowme pleyr '' (drum player) 
was an important member of the Church band, for he harl 
this special fee, whereas the other '' mynssterylls '' were all 
massed together in one item of payment:-

" It. to the mynssterylls ... v/,s. vii,n." 

It is not quite certain, however, that either the 
drummer or the minstrels performed in the Church 
itself, they may have been engaged for the out-door 
revelry only. 

If played well and with restraint, the drum may 
have been effective in some of the old jovia.1 (there 
is no other word for them) Psalm tunes, but how 
can the Triangle . have found a place in a Church 
band ? In the Coptic Churches in Old Cairo in the 
middle of the 19th Century, cymbals, small bells and 
triangles were all used to accompany the hymns; 
but Cairo and Sussex have not much in common, 
and one can only state the fact, leaving it to the imagin-
ation to conceive the effect, that a triangle was actually 
used in Rustington Church some 70 or 80 years ago. 
Whether Sussex copied Cairo, or the reverse, must 
also be left to the imagination. 

In the Sussex Churches where no band was available 
the accompaniments to the Psalms were almost 
universally provided by a Barrel Organ, an instrument 

· that had the obvious advantage over all others that 
it could be played without learning or practice-the 
performer simply turned a handle. These organs were 



22 SUSSEX CHURCH MUSIC IN THE PAST. 

in great vogue for about a hundred years, and were of 
various siz0s, some having four stops and others none. 
Most of them had three separate ' ' barrels ' ~ 
(wooden cylinders with pins on them after the style 
of the barrels in musical boxes), each having ten tunes 
which could be employed as required. The tone 
of the barrel-organs, or '' winch-organs '' as they 
were also called, was probably little better than that 
of the familiar one-legged resting-place of a monkey 
so often seen in the London streets; but our Sussex 
forefathers evidently deemed its soft sounds to be 
nothing less than celestial, for they nick-named 
the instrument the '' Seraphim. '' (In contra-dis-
tinction from '' winch-organ,'' one with a key-board 
was called a '' finger-organ.'') unfortunately not 
all of these '' Seraphims '' were equally angelic~ 
far from it indeed; for many of them were made to 
be used primarily in the village inn, to entertain the 
bucolic and alcoholic peasant mind, and the tunes 
provided were '' apt musick withall,'' generally 
consisting of about 7 or 8 very secular songs leavened 
with 2 or 3 Psalms. It is related that the Berwick 
(Sussex) barrel-organ was one of these mundane 
'' Seraphim,'' and it was played by clockwork; and 
on one occasion instead of stopping at the end of a 
Psalm, the mechanism gave a '' click '' and went 
on with a comic song entitled '' Little drops of 
brandy ''; after which another '' click '' and then-
'' Go to the Devil and wash yourself!'' 

About 1830 Jevington resolved to have a barrel-
organ and a farmer who was Churchwarden was 
deputed to fetch it in his wagon from London. Also 
at the same time he was commissioned by his spouse 
to bring back a new washing machine. Both. were 
duly brought down on a Saturday-but the organ was 
deposited in the farmhouse kitchen and the washer 
in the Church! 

Piddinghoe still possesses its winch-organ, sadly 
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out of order, however; at Rogate are some remains 
of a barrel, and at Harting is the box formerly used 
to keep the spare barrels. Hartfield had a'' Seraphim '' 
as early as 1726-a three-barrelled one made by 
Bryceson of London. Rye obtained one in 1811, 
Salehurst in 1836, East Ferring about 1850, Angmer-
ing in 1852. Steyning had its winch-organ trans-
formed into a finger-organ in 1853, but the barrels 
were still left in situ inside the organ where I 
saw them in 1894. The '' organist '' at Bishopstone 
received the munificent sum of £1 a year for ''grind-
ing '' out the music, and yet we hear of the badly-
paid Church musician! 

The following advertisement appeared in the West 
Sussex Gazette on June 25th, 1857-quaint reading 
in the present days:-

'' Church Organ. For sale an excellent barrel-organ in wains-
cote case with gilt pipes in front. It has 3 barrels each playing 
10 Psalm tunes. The above instrument was made by Bryceson, 
has 4 stops and will be sold for the very moderate price of 8 guineas. 
Apply Mr. Bennett, North St., Chichester. " 

The firm of Bryceson were famous manufacturers 
of barrel-organs for m.any years. 

When neither band nor organ was available the 
singing in Sussex churches was rendered unaccom-
panied, the key-note of the tune being given out on 

Bo5ham Pitch-pipe. 

a Pitchpipe by the Clerk. These pipes were of wood, 
square in section, about 19 inches in length ; the 
mouthpiece was similar to that of an ordinary tin 
whistle and at the other end was a wooden · plug 
on which the notes of the scale were marked. The 
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plug· was pulled out to the indication mark of the note 
required, the pipe was th0n sounded and the members 
of the choir took their note by singing the word 
' ' Praise, ' ' or ' ' Praise ye the Lord ' ' ; when all had 
obtained their proper notes, off they started on what 
must have often been a somewhat uncertain musical 
venture. 

Many of the old pitchpipes are fortunately still in 
-existence, and those of Bosham (discovered by myself 
among a pile of rubbish) Brede and Lavant are pre-
served in their respective churches . . 

Up to the middle of the l 7th Century the Organ 
was the instrument in general use in our churches, 
but it does not quite come within the scope of this 
article, for it was almost entirely ousted during the 
whole of the period covered by '' The Past '' ; but 
a brief reference to the King of Instruments may be 
permitted. Rye Church had several organs, one in 
the choir, a larger one in the transept. In Rye 
Churchwardens' Accounts appears this item under 
the date 1513 :-

£ s. d. 
'' For the bringing the organ from London to Rye .. ; 1 3 8 " ' 

In 1514:-
, ' For scouring and mending the old organ now 

standing in Our Lady Chapel .• . 0 10 0 " 

In 1523 :-
" Pd. the organ maker; for making St. Georges' 

organ 1 4 " 
The last item was probabl~1 for t uning and could 

not have been for actual manufacture. 
In the West Tarring Churchwardens' Accounts 

transcribed by Edward 1:)ayers) occurs :-
" 1570 R. [received] for Orgayne Pypes Xs. 

Rotherfield Churchwardens' Accounts contain :-
" 1532 May 19. And forth' old organs Xd. 

1606 Aug. 3. Certaine orgle pipes." 



SUSSEX CHURCH MUSIC IN THE P AS'l' . 25 

As before stated organs were practically all banished 
from our Churches in the middle of the l 7th Century, 
and they did not generally re-appear until the end of 
the 19th, when a great wave of Church restoration 
(and destruction) spread over Sussex. 

3. THE MUSICIANS. 

The human element in all branches of research, 
~minently so of course in the realm of history, is at 
once the most interesting and fascinating, and at the 
same time the most elusive and difficult to portray 
with accuracy ; especially if one endea:vours to analyse 
the motives or disclose the mental attitude of those 
who have played their parts in history. Fortunately 
for me the Sussex Church Musician -of the Past was 
apparently not a very complex character, and the 
extensive array of facts that I have gathered about 
him enables me to state without hesitation that the 
two pre-eminent features in his character were his 
boundless enthusiasm and extraordinary industry 
as a musician. It is true the Sussex Church Minstrels 
were often ignorant, only occasionally talented, fre-
quently · poor executants, sometimes irreverent ; but 
they were always zealous and always diligent in matters 
musical. They practised singing several nights a 
week, at home or at the Church; or they learned 
their instruments slowly and laboriously, often without 
.any tuition save that afforded by an instruction-
book or a fellow-player, devoting most of their spare 
time to this one and only hobby; or they spent hours 
of painstaking labour on the production of MS. 
music; and their enthusiasm for their task equalled 
their industry. Never, in . their estimation, were 
there such voices as in the Sussex Church choir ; 
never such singers, never such players ! Their daily 
toil was but a necessary parenthesis in their humble 
lives, but their true mission in life was to excel in the 
minstrels' gallery in the old Parish Church of their 
native village. It is certainly a sad result of the 
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boundless circuit of our modern mental activities: 
that the old enthusiasm for one definite pursuit~ 
especially that of the Church Musician, is almost 
entirely extinct. 

One of the happy features of the old Church min-
strelsy was the common custom of whole families 
for generations taking part therein, the juniors regard-
ing it as a sacred obligation that they should carry on 
the traditions of their ancestors in this respect. There 
was no compulsion about it, however, and the obliga-
tion was generally regarded as a privileged one~ 
Notable instances of the custom may be given:-
At Bosham the family of Arnold supplied members 
of the choir without a break for nearly 90 years ; 
at Falmer the Jones and Sandall families did the 
same for a long period; the Cootes at Clymping, 
the Hodges and Roberts at Henfield and Sherman-
bury, the Collins and Unsteads at Waldron, the· 
Marshalls at Rogate, the Sayers, Bushby, Binstead 
and Chipper families at West Tarring, the Ashbys. 
at Wadhurst, the Ransomes at Sidlesham,-all these· 
had many members of different generations in their 
respective Church choirs; while at Donnington the 
band at one time was formed by twelve brothers 
named Davis. A Welch was in Bosham choir in 1796· 
and a descendant was in it nearly a century later. 

Another custom was the lengthy tenure of office of 
individual members of bands or choirs, many of whom 
could claim from 40 to 60 years' service to their credit. 
At one time all the twelve adult singers at Bosham 
had an average of over 40 years continuous member-
ship of the choir; and the senior of them, ''Grand-
sire '' Arnold, established a world's r ecord by occupy-
ing his seat for 80 years. 

Frequently the bandsmen went to neighbouring 
Churches to help their brother minstrels, and at 
Christmas-tide any choir or band that had attained 
to some measure of fame for its skill visited all the 



Old Penniket, in Woodmancote Church, about 1850. 



28 SUSSEX CHURCH MUSIC IN THE PAST. 

parishes in the immediate locality as " waits." 
Dressed in their best smocks and carrying their 
music carefully tied up in red handkerchiefs, they 
were as picturesque as they. were enterprjsing; for 
it was no light task in olden days to traverse the 
notoriously bad Sussex roads for miles in the dark 
winter evenings. 

Some of the old players were indefatigable in their 
energies, not a few of them being able to play two 
or more different instruments. A famous character 
in and around Henfield in the fifties of last century 
was one Penniket whose performances on both 
clarionet and trombone were noted. A humorous 
sketch of him in Woodma.ncote Church was made 
by the late Mr. H. Smith, of Henfield (herewith 
reproduced by kind permission of Mr. C. L. A. Smith 
of Albourne, the owner of the original) in which lVIr. 
Penniket is depicted playing the clarionet for the 
,anthem '' Awake, thou tha,t sleepest !" thus disturb-
ing the slumbers of the congregation. A lifelong 
resident of Henfield, in her 9lst year, remembered 
old Penniket well, and in telling me of his perform-
ances on the trombone, remarked-'' What a lot 
of that brass he could get into his mouth ! '' A great 
fascination it must have been to her: in her childhood 
to sit in Church and see that wonderful performer 
swallow half his instrument, as she imagined, every 
time he drew in the crook of the trombone ! 

Another accomplished musician, lVIr. George lVIarsha.11, 
·of Rogate, played several instruments and was associ-
ated with his Parish Church as a performer for 65 

.years. 
The old choirmen were very proud of their chief 

singers and players, and it was not an uncommon 
boast that their particular Church possessed the 
grandest bass or the finest tenor voice in Sussex, or 
even in England; an idle boast, doubtless, in most 
cases, but the pride that begot it was wholly pardon-
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able on account of the splendid esprit-de-corps it be-
tokened. Of one thing concerning· their ability it 
may be confidently stated that they were all geniuses 
in the sense of having infinite capacity for taking 
pains ; for many of ·the old singers could neither 
read nor write and they learnt their parts by heart 
and sang the Psalms and Anthems entirely from 
memory, a feat that will be more readily appreciated 
when the florid nature of the music is recalled. At 
Twineham, some 70 or 80 years ago, the leader of the 
choir was quite illiterate, but he managed to conduct 
the others as well as take his own part. 

The ' ' Minstrels' gallery ' ' was in most cases 
especially erected at the west end of the Sussex 
Churches for the accommodation of the orchestra. 
and choir ; they were generally built about the end 
of the l 7th or beginning of the 18th Centuries, 
and their demolition practically coincided with the 
disappearance of the real old '' minstrels '' them-
selves in or about the sixties of the 19th Century. 
It was considered a privilege to sit in the gallery, 
and often no-one but a musician was allowed a place 
there. The gallery at Cuckfield, for instance, erected 
in 1699, was '' only for the singing of Psalms by those 
that have learnt and for their singing them together. " 

At Hails ham in 176 2, £ 1 5s. 6d. was "paid for peoples 
learning to sing in the Church,'' but as far as I have 
been able to ascertain the Sussex Church Musicians 
in ' ' The Past ' ' were seldom paid for their services ; 
they gave them willingly and loyally, though pre-
viously to that period they evidently received re-
muneration as the following extract from the West 
Tarring Churchwardens' Account Book shows :-

" 1561 It. to the mynssterylls v ,s. vii ,d. 
157'1. To John Selden for mondayes play xi,d. 

,, payd to Alb Ston for the menstrells our 
church all day i .s. vii " 

This John Selden was the father of the famous 
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' "'' learned Selden,'' who may have been proud, as a 
child, of the fact that he was the son of a Church min-
strel whose talented labours were valued at one 
shilling a day. 

Very little reference has been made in this article to the music of Chiches ter 
Cathedral. T his omiss ion is intentiona l, as the a im has been to give a 
record of the musical activities of the a mateur native of Sussex in their parish 
Churches, rather than that of the profess iona l who often ha iled from other 
co un ties. 

Vamp-horn in East Lea ke Church. Notts. 



A Warnham Worthy - Michael Turner-Clerk and :'exton fer 50 years (1830 to 1880) . 

See page ll. 
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TABLE OF MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS USED IN SUSSEX 

CHURCHES IN THE PAST. 

An asterisk, * signifies that the instrumen t!.' thus indicated 
are still in existence. 

I 

"' 
"' ~ .,, 

~ "' ..!!l OD "' CHURCHES. "' § ... c.. 
"' c 2 2 .s .: ·~ "' "' 
c 

"' 0 ,.a c "' "' " " 3 .S "' 0 "' s "' c ..s "' "' .r:: 0 
::: ~ 0 :ii E 0 8' ~ .., "' t ~ ·c 
ii; 0 

,.a "' 0 ... ., . > s.> "' "' 0:: "' 0 P'.1 u [--< (fJ P'.1 P'.1 > 
--------·----- - ----------.----
Aldingbourne 1 1 1 1 
Angmerin g 1 1 
Apuldram ... 1 
Ashurst ... 1 
Balcom be ... 1 1 1 1 Vamphom• 
Beedin g, Concertina 

Upper ... l* 
Berwick ... 2 1 1 1 
Billin gs burs t 2 1 1 
Birdham .. . 1 1 1 
Bishops tone 1 
Bolney ... l* l* ] 
Bos ham ... 1 l* 1 2 p 
Boxgrove ... 1 1 3 l* 
Brede .. . 1 1 
Brightlin g ... 
Chichester 

Cat hedral ]* 
Clympin g .. . 2 l* 
Cocldn g 1 1 1 
Ditch ling ... 1 l* 
Donnin gton 1 1 1 1 
Eastbourne ... ] Doub]~-

bass 
Fahner ... 2 1 1 2 1 1 1 Double- . 

bass 
Fernhurst ... 1 
Ferring ... 1 1*,1 l* 1 1 ] 
Funtington l l 1 
Goring .. 2 1 1 1 
Grinstead, 

West ... 1 1 2 1 ] 1 
Guestling ... 1 1 1 
Hailsham ... 1 ] French 

Horr1> 
Hartfield ... 1 
Harting ... l* 1 1 ] 1 
Heath field ... 2* 1 1 Trumpet*" 
Hellingly ... 1 1 ] 1 4 1 
Henfiekl ... 1 l 2 1 1 1 ] ] 

Hoathley, E. 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Jevington ... 
Lavant, E .... 2* l* 
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TABLE OF MUSICAL lNSTRTJMENTs-Oontinued. 

An asterisk, *, signifies' that the instruments thus indicated 
are still in existence. 

I "' 
"' ~ "' CHURCHES. 2 "' 
<l) "' "" <l) 

" "' ] 1 .9' <l) " 0 "' "' " "' 8 2 ,n <:; "' "' :;- p,. ;:l 
<l) .9 <l) <l) 8 " ~ s <l) ..d .9 :; .... 0 

(0 " p,. "' ... .B "' ... 8 "' ... '"' 0 ,n "' 0 
... <l) "' "' "' r.t: <l) ;> p:; 0 >Q u E-< (fJ ~ >Q >Q > 

- - --- ---------------
Lurgashall ... 4 I 
Newi ck 1 I North Chap~i l* 1 1 l* 
Nuthurst "' 1 1 1 l* 1 Drum 
P agham '" I 1 
Piddinghoe 

I 

l* 
Poling ... l* 
Pulborough 1 
R o gate ... 2* 1 2 1 1 1 
R other field 1 
Rust ington 1 1 

1 I Triangle· 
R ye .. . 1 1 
Sa lehurst 1 1 
Selsey ... 2• l* 2• 
Sherman-

bury " ' l *, 1 l* 
Sidlesham ... l* l* l* l* 
Singleton ... 1 
Steyning ... 1 
Stop ham ... 1 
T a rring, W. 3* l* 2* 1 1 !* 
Thakebam I 
Twinebam ... I 2 1 1 ] 
Wadhurs t .. . 1 1 1 l* l 
Waldron .. . 2 2 1 2 
Warn ham 1 1 1 
Westbourne 1 1 1 
Willingdon 1 1 1 1 1 l 
Wilmington 1 1 

:1 
I 

Witterin g 
w. . .. 1 

Withyham ... l l 2 3 
Woodman · 

co te ... 1 1 1 1 1 
Yapt0n ... 1 

Churches where bands were used but ins truments unknown: -Lancin p., 
Sompting, Tillington. 



THE FAMILY OF GRATWIOKE, OF JARVIS, 
SHERMANBURY AND TORTINGTON. 

BY ,J. COMBER. 

THROUGHOUT the 16th Century the family of 
Gratwicke were so numerous and widespread, in the 
county of Sussex, that, though it is possible to make 
out numerous pedigrees of the various branches, it is 
by no means easy to connect them all together. In 
the main, however, they may, with tolerable 
certainty, be reduced to two main branches, (1) the 
Western, which at the beginning of the century was 
settled at W. Grinstead and embraces the families of 
Needs, Septens, et.c., in that place, Ham in Angmer-
ing, Godshill in Cowfold, and, I believe, Eatons in 
Henfield; (2) the Eastern, embracing the families 
of Jarvis in Cowfold, Shermanbury and Tortington, 
which latter also at one time held part of the manor of 
Ham. 1 

The two earliest wills of Gratwicke, which I have 
been able to discover, are those of John Gratwik, of 
W. Grinstead, in 1515 [Chichester, I. 2 b],2 and James 
Grateweke of Cowfold and Seaford in 1532 [P.C.C. 
24 Thower]. From the former descend what I have 
called the Western, from the latter the Eastern branch, 
with which the present article is alone concerned. 
A reference to the Schedule at the end will make it 

1 Much confusion has arisen from this division of the manor. Originally 
the property of the Lewknor fami ly, 2/3rds of it was sold, by fine, in 1550/l, 
to one Thomas Wolder (or Quider), and by him to Henry Gratwicke of the W . 
Grinstead branch. The other portion was sold, by fine, in 1566, to Francis 
K elleway, Esq., and by him, in the same year, to 'Roger Gratwicke, of 
Sullington. Eventually, as will be seen below, this portion also passed into 
the possession of the first f?'llily. 

2 He mentions his father, another John, then dead, who was perhaps the 
common ancestor of both branches. 
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easier to follow the rather complicated descent of their 
various estates. 

Several references to the name appear in the old 
Cowfold Churchwardens accounts, printed in S.A. C. Vol. 
ii., pp. 317/zr. A John Gretwyke was one of the 
wardens about the year 1470, and a Rechard 
Gratwyke in 1476-7. In 1473-4 reference is made to 
a bequest by William Gratwyke of 2 cows '' to fynd 
a ta pre afor Sante Antonie et unam afor Zowr Lady.'' 
Another William is mentioned in 1477-8. From one 
of these probably descended the James\ whose will 
follows:-

WILL OF JAMES GRATEWEKE OF COWFOLD AND 

SEAFORTH. 

Dat. 21 Feb .. 1532. To be burd. within the Oh. of Cowfold. 
To sons William; Thomas and Roger £10 each. To daurs. Elizabeth, 
Joane and Alice each £13 6s. 8d. Residue to wife Joane, Execx. 
Overseers, Sir Thos. Browne and James Pellet, to whom 20/- each . 

Dat. 22 Feb., 1532. Son William to have house and lands in 
Seaford. Son Thomas manor of Hawke, in Rudgwick, but if my 
cousin John Gratewicke do repay £55, sd. son Thomas to have £20 
thereof only, and residue to wife. Lands in Cowfold to son John 
and his next heir male. Witns. :-Sir Thos. Browne, John Berde, 
the Raunger, Stevyn Grateweke, &c. Proved by relict 27 Feb., 
1532. [P.C.C. 24 Thower]. 

His widow was probably the "Johan Gratwyke, a 
"'ydow, d·wellyng at Bradbrydges, in the paryshe of 
Sullyngton,'' burct. at Horsham, 13 ._Tanuary, 1551. 
Of his four sons all, except William, had large 
families; and it will be necessary to follow their 
descendants in turn, reserving to the last those of 
John, the 2nd son, as being the most numerous. 

WILLIAM GRATWICKE,. the eldest son, was of Holling-

3 A James Gratewike was witns. to the will of Roger a Gate, of Cowfold, 
dat. 23 Aug., 1530, and prd. 12 Sep. follg. John G., another witness, and 
Roger G., one of the Exors., were probably two of his sons. 
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ton, and had no male issue.4 From a lawsuit [Chancery 
Procgs. t . Eliz., I., bundle 2, No. 50] we learn that 
Joan, his eldest daughter, married Richard James; and 
that the ·expected child was Mary, who married John 
Grevett, of Droxford, Hants, and died in 1581. 5 

WILL OF WILLIAM GRATWYCKE, OF HOLLINGTON. 

Dat. 12 May, 1558. Lands in " Sefforde and Sotton sometime 
popes '' to wife Johan for life , remr. to an expected child, remr. 
to daur. Johan G., remr . to Roger Gratwicke, son of John G., my 
brother. To expected child and to daur. Johan £40 each. Daur. 
Johan has use of lands in Seaford by deed between my brother 
J ohn and myself, and is to render account of same to expect ed 
child. Wife Johan , Execx. Witness: Thomas Gratwycke and 
others. Overseer, Richard Smythe , of Seaford. If Roger , son of 
John G. , has land in Aldryngton, then the above reversion to his 
next brother. Children of Johan Langford, my sister. Prd. by 
relict 4 Nov. , 1559. [P.C.C. 52 Chaynay]-

* * * 
THOMAS GRATWICKE, the 3rd son of James, was of 

Seaford, and died 12 Jan., 1558/9. His Inq. P.M. 
was taken at Steyning on 29th Apl. 1 Eliz. [Chancery 
Inqns. Vol. 124, No. 161], when Richard, his son, was 
found his heir, and aged 7 yrs., 7 mos. and 8 dys. 

WILL OF THOMAS GRATWYKE, OF SEAFORD. 
Dat. 4 Jan . 1558/9. To eldest son Richard the manor of Balsden6 

at 21 ; also 20 wethers, 100 ewes and 100 teggs, 6 oxen , 2 kine , 20 
seams of wheat, and 30 of barley. To son William, my mill called 
Telscombe Mill, with my house and barn at Lewes, and £20 at 21. 
To my 2 daurs. 40 mks. each at marriage. Residue to wife Annes, 
sole Execx. If wife die before children are of age, then Richard 
Smith, of Seaford, and John French, of Blatchington , to take 

•r suspect him to have m arrcl. Joane, daur. of Nicholas Gratwyke, of 
H ollington, whose will [Lewes A I, 49] was dat. 8 Oct., 1542. Mentions Agnes, 
wife of son J a mes (apparently dead ). Daur. Jone. Lands called "Nott-
knowle," in Woodmancote, and others in Mayfield. Ralph G (son ?). Wife 
liv ing. Exor. Wm. Pownds, gen t . Overseer, Tho . Pope, of Crowhurst. 

·' S.A.G. xvii ., 158, where, however, the will is not quite correctly quoted , 
and he is called '' of Allington , '' ins tead of '' Hollington.'' 

"How he became possessed of this manor I do not know. It had formed 
part of the possessions of the Priory of St. Pancras , Lewes, and was taken 
from them by t he King in 1537. [Ree. Socy, xx. 426l. 
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possession of my lands. Overseers, sd. R. S. & J. F. & Thos. 
Sharman. Prd. 20 Ap., 1559. [Lewes, A4, 267]. 

Richard, the elder, son, has left no will, but he and 
his wife Anne, sold the manor of Ba.lsden to his brother 
William by fine in 1580/1. . 

WILLIAM GRATWICKE, the younger son, resided for 
some time at East Malling, co. Kent6a, and inherited 
a large property at Tortington from his cousin Roger 
Gratwicke, of that place. He was knighted, and died 
in Apl. 1613, and was bur. at Tortington. There is a 
short pedigree of this family in the Visn. of 1634, 
and it is there stated that his wife, Lady Margery, 
was a dau. of William Lee, of Curham, in the par. of 
South Mimms, co. Hertford ; but it is also stated 
that he himself was ' of Ulverston, co. Lancaster,' 
of which I can find no confirmation, and which I 
believe to be an error. He added to his estates by 
purchasing the manor of Seaford from the family of 
Snelling, and also bought the manors of Itford and 
Balsden from his relatives Anne, dau. of Philip 
Gratwicke, and her husband Hugh Keate, by fine in 
1699. 

His Inqn. P.M. [Chancery Inqns. Vol. 342, No. 115] 
was taken at E. Grinstead on 1 Jan. 11 Jas., when 
his son William was found his heir and aged 23 years 
and more. His widow survived him many years, and 
was a party to the sale of the manor of Ham in 1625/6; 
she was Execx. to the will of her dau. Margaret in 
1634. The wills of Sir William and Lady Gratwicke 
follow:-
WILL OF SIR WILLIAM GRATWICKE, OF TORTINGTON, 

KNT. 
Dat. 19 Ap., 1613. To eldest son, William, as l /3rd of all lands, 

&c., the 2 manors of Tortington and Tortington Cbeynesse, also 
hou~e at Seaford, and manor of Seaford, bought of :R>ichd. Snelling, 

0 •0n 23Nov., ·1593, he brought an action against John Tomlyn, claiming 
a right of way, through the latter's property, to his house called '' Parrise,'' 
In E. Malling. [Chancery Procgs., Series II., 240/351 
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Esq., and Sir George Snelling Knt., his son, and of Henry Smith, of 
Seaford; remr. to heirs male, remr. to heirs fem.ale and to right 
heirs . If son William has daughters only then my heirs male to 
pay them £1000. To Edward, my 2nd son, my manor of Itford and 
Asham, in par. of Bedingham. To Roger, my 3rd son, my manor 
of Balsden in par. of Rottingdean . To Thomas, my 4th son, 
house, &c. , in par. of Birdham.. To John, my 5th son, house and 
lands in Seaford and Sutton, which my father left me, and also all 
houses, land , &c., bought of Mr. Henry Smith, of Seaford, Maister 
John Comber, and Humfrey Rowe , of Seaford; also the house , &c., 
called Chestham, in Henfield, granted to Roger Mercer. Son 
Roger to have wardship and marrge. of Elizabeth, daur. of Philip 
Gratwicke, deceased, to marry her himself or to one of his brethren, 
or to anyone else. To my 6 daurs. , Margery, Jane , Elizabeth, Anne, 
Margaret and Hellene, £300 each at 21 '1 . Wife Margery, Execx. 
Prd. by Execx. 4 June , 1613. [P.C.C. 62 Capell]. 

WILL OF DAME MARGERY GRATWICKE, OF SEAFORD, 

WIDOW. 

Dat. 2 Ap., 1638. To be burd. in Ch. of Seaford , near my dear 
daughter Margaret , deed. To son Thomas one judgment of £114 
which I have recovered agst . my son Edward G., by law, and in 
part payment of a bond of £300 which I owe my sd. son Thomas. 
. To son, John G., my right, &c., in lease of one Mersers, 
called Chestham, nr. Mokebridge, in Henfield. he to pay 
to my son Thomas £50 , and to my daur. Anne Haye £20. 
Plate and household stuff to be divided between 
Thomas G. and Anne Haye . And for my 2 elder sons, William and 
Roger , they have already had a larger share than these will get . 
To daurs . Elizabeth Morris and Anne Haye all wearing apparel and 
£60 when it shall be recovered from my son William Gratwicke, 
Esq. Residue to son Thomas, Exor. Witns. John Haye, &c. 
Prd. by Exor. 23 Ap ., 1638. [P.C.C. 45 Lee].8 

'Of these daurs., Margery marrd. (license at Chiches ter 31 Oct., 1620) 
Richard Sugar, of New Shoreham, gent., who admind . the estate of her sister 
Helen. Elizabeth marrd. Richard Morris, of London, gent. [Lie. at Faculty 
Office, 20 November, 1632j. Anne marrd . John Haye, of Seaford, clerk (lie, 
at Lewes 29 Aug. , 1636). Margaret died unmarrd; her will [Lewes A 23. 
176], da t. 22 July, prd. 30 Oct., 1634, by her mother, the sole Execx., she 
mentions bros. John and Thomas, and sisters Anne and E lizabeth Morris. 
Helen clied unmd. an~! admon . [Lewes B 5, 122 , granted 22 Oct., 1622, to 
Richard Suga_r , husband of her sister Margery, and to Robert Hanson, of the 
Cliffe, Lewes ·; Inv. £340. Another daur. Mary, is mentioned in the Visn. 
pedigree. 

"Frei . a lso at Lewes, a caveat having been lodged there on 10 Apl. by 
'William G. , Esq. , and Roger G., gent., the sons. [Lewes A 27, llO: B 7, 
811. 
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Of the sons I know nothing further for certain of 
the two younger. The eldest son, 

WILLIAM GRATWICKE, EsQ., was, according to the 
Visn., of Tortington Place, and married Amphilis, 
youngest dau. of Sir Benjamin Tichborne, Bart. (by 
Amphilis, his 2nd wife, dau. of Richard Weston, of 
Skrynes, co. Essex)9

, He had two sons, William and 
Francis, and a daughter, Elizabeth. In 1641/2 he 
surrendered by fine the manor of Seaford to his brother 
Roger. 10 Both s01;1s died s.p., and his estates passed 
to their nephew Oliver, son of their sister Elizabeth, 
wife of Oliver Weekes. This Oliver, the nephew, 

·married Philippa, one of the daurs. and cohrs. of 
Sir Walter Raleigh, Kt. 11 ; and extracts from their 
wills are given in the Genealogist N.S. iv., pp. II and 
r4. He sold the manors of Seaford by fine in 1671, 
and of Baisden in 1676. Carew Weekes, his son, who 
was M.P. for Arundel in 1702, sold the Tortington 
estate in 1706. The wills of William Gratwicke 's two 
sons follow :-
WILL OF WILLIAM GRATWICKE, OF TORTINGTON, EsQ. 

Dat. 23 Feb., 1664. To be burd. in Chancel of Tortington Ch. 
Exor. my brother, Mr. ffrauncis G. To wife Mary, all wearing 
apparel. To kinsman, Oliver Weeks, £300, of which £200 in 6 
mos. if he has served out his apprenticeship, and if my aunt Mrs. 
Woodcock be also dead when he has served out his time, otherwise 
not till 6 mos. after her death. The other £100 12 mos. after the 
first. To Mrs. Lucy Michell £250 . Legacies secured on 
Townman Mead in Tortington. Prd. by Exor. 22 June, 1666. 
[Chichester, xxiii. 330]. 
WILL OF FRANCIS GRATWICK, OF TORTINGTON, EsQ." 
Dat. 28 June, 1670. To be burd. in N. side of body of Ch. of 

"See Tichbornc ped. in Herald and Genealogist iv., 64. 
' 0 Trus may have been only a friend ly arrangement, for Roger settled it by 

deed in 1653, and it eventually passed, with the rest of the Tortington estates 
to Oliver W eekes. 

''Seeped. of Raleigh in Le Neve's Knights. 
12 He was Subsidy Commr. for the County of Sussex in 1666. [S.A.C. xv., 

7 lJ, and was returned M.P. for Seaford 15 Mch., 1669/70, but his election was 
declared void by order of tP,e House dat. 10 Feb., 1670/1. [S.A.C. xxxiii., 
96). He marrd. Barbara Venebles, who died before her husband, admon. 
of her estate being granted to him 12 Feb., 1669. [P.C.C. Admons., p. 12]. 
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Tortington. To aunt Elizabeth Morris, widow, £10 per ann. for 
life. Bequests to servants-Residue to kinsman Oliver Weeks, 
Exor. All lands to be settled as by deed between me and sd. 
cousin Oliver Weeks, dat. the day before date hereof. Prd . by 
Exor. 15 Aug., 1670. [P.C.C. 99 Penn]. 

EDWARD GRATWICKE, 2nd son of Sir William, was 
of Itford, in the par. of Bedingham, and marrd, 
Frances, daur. of John Morris, of London, merchant. 
He had some trouble with the Bailiff and Jurats of 
Seaford over his assessment for rates, an account of 
which is given in S.A.C. xvii., 159. He died 28 
Nov., 1625, leaving 2 daurs. and cohrs., Frances, 
who d. 4 Apl. 7 Chas., and Mary, born 19 Dec., 1625. 
a posthumous child. His Inq. P.M. was taken at 
Horsham, 14 Sept. 2 Chas. [Chancery Inqns. Vol. 425, 
18] and that of his daur. Frances, at the same place on 
7 June, 7 Chas. [Ibid. Vol. 439, 38] her sister Mary 
being found her heir. The latter also seems to have 
died unmarrd., for Frances, her mother, having 
re-marrd., as his 2nd wife, Lyming Dickenson, of St. 
Martin's in the Fields, London, Esq., surrendered, in 
1656, the manors of Itford and Asham, and tenemts. 
in Bedingham, by fine, to John Coell, Esq., and 
Richard Pagett, the younger, the latter of whom 
married her daur., Abigail Dickenson, at Westminster 
Abbey, on 23 Sept. in that year. [Harl. Soc. x. 2 
note.]. 

WILL OF EDWARD GRATWICKE, OF ITFORD, PAR. 
BED INGHAM. 

Dat. 21 Nov., 22 Jas. Manor of Itford to daur. Fraunces. Also 
to her my manor of Asham, in par. of B., paying . . . . £100 
to Dame Margery, my mother, and £200 to Thomas G. , my brother, 
and £100 to Clement Ashurst, Gent. I entreat my father-in-law, 
Mr. John Morris, to allow my wife Fraunces, out of lease of sd. 
manor, some reasonable sum towards her and her daughter 's 
maintenance. Expected child to share with daur. Fraunces. 
Exor., brother Roger G. Residue to wife. Prd. by Exor. 2 Feb., . 
1626. [P.C.C. 16 Skynner]. 

Romm GRATWICKE, 3rd son of Sir William, was. 
elected M.P. for Hastings in 1645, and he is stated 
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{S.A.C. ix. 49] to have been a Captain in the Parlia-
mentary forces, though he withdrew from the King's 
trial [Ibid. v. 102]. He was Bailiff of Seaford in 
1652 [Ibid vii., 105], having purchased that manor 
from his brother William, by fine, in 1641/2. He 
married lstly (Lie. at Chichester 1 Feb., 1612;3) 
Elizabeth, one of the daurs. and cohrs. of his relative 
Philip Gratwicke, of Ham, who brought to her husband 
her share of that manor. This share he, with the 
·co-operation of his mother, Lady Margery, subse-
·quently sold, by fine, in 1625/6 to Thomas Gratwicke 
-0£ that place, who already possessed, as we have 
.seen, 2 /3rds of the manor by inheritance from his 
father Henry. Elizabeth died without issue and was 
burd. at Tortington, and her husband married 2dly 
Anne, daur. of Thomas Selwyn, of Friston, co. Sussex13 

(Lie. at Lewes 15 Nov., 1620, to be marrd. at Friston), 
who had, from her father, property called " Cutts-
·crofte '' and '' Farnstreete '' [S.A.C. xxxvii. 108]. 
She survived her husband, by whom she had no issue, 
and remarrd. at Hailsham, 17 Oct. 1655, Henry 
Woodcock, of Seaford, Gent. She was living, a widow, 
at the date of her nephew William's will in 1664. 

WILL OF ROGER GRATWICK, OF SEAFORD, EsQ. 
Dat. 5 Jan., 1653. To be burd. in Chancel of Tortington Ch., on 

the N. side thereof, in the grave that Elizabeth, my first wife, was 
buried in. Copyhold in Sutton to Anne, my wife, for life, then to 
cousin William Gratwick, of Tortington, Esq. To her also for life 
the profit of my 9 acres in E. Angmering, held by lease of 1000 
years from the Lord of Arundel, as of the manor of Medhurst, then 
to my Exor. All freeholds to descend as per deed dat. 4 June, 
1653. . . . . · Refers to manor of Baisden. . Exor. 
my cousin William G., of Tortington. Prd. by Exor. 11 Sep., 
1655. [P.C.C. 205 Aylett]. 

* * * 
ROGER GRATWICKE, the 4th and youngest son of 

James, of Cowfold, though he did not inherit any 
lands from his father, prospered more than any of his 

13 See ped. of Selwyn, Visn. 1634. 
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brothers, became an ironmaster, and was an exceed-
ingly weatlhy man at the time of his death, which 
occurred on the 19th Augt., 1570. He had purchased 
the manors of Ham (a portion), Preston, Hyde, Itford 
and Lewes, by fine, in 1566; but, of these, he sold 
those of Hyde and Lewes in 1569/70. His Inqn. P.M. 
was taken at Steyning on 20th Sept. 12 Eliz. [1570] .. 
[Chancery· Inqns. 154, 104]. 

WILL OF ROGER GRATWYKE, OF SULLINGTON, YEOMAN. 

Dat. 10 Aug., 1570. To be burd. at Itchingfield. To cousin 
J ane Gratwyke, 20/-. To son Roger all my lease of the "newe· 
parke " and the woods there, which I hold of the D. of Norfolk for-
£20 p. ann. Also my lease of the 2 forges in St. Leonard 's Forest, 
and lease of furnace in Ifield. Also a stock of £300. Also all the 
coales at the ironworks at 5/- the load, and all the coardes of wood 
at 4d. the coarde . in part payment of sd. £300. Also 
£100 as a loan for 2 years. Said son to pay £100 each to my children 
at 21 or marriage, viz., to Thomas, John, Philip, Richard and 
Benjamin, .. Mary, Elizabeth, Jane and Susan:s Wife Mary to 
occupy my farm. called Brodbridgo till son Roger is 21, and during 
widowhood. To son Roger all my manor of Itford, but 2 parts 
thereof to wife Mary for li fe. To son John, houses, &c. , forming part 
of manor of Hamme, rem.r. to son Thom.as, remr. to Philip, remr. 
to Richard, remr. to Benjamin, remr. to Roger. Residue of sd. 
manor of Ham to son Philip, remr. to Thomas, remr. to Richard, 
rernr. to Benjamin. To son Richard house in Horsham, pur(;based 
of John Grover, of Cowfold. Also to son Richard , croft called 
Woodgates , in Southewater, in Horsham, and lands, &c .. called 
Dallingford, in W. Grinstead. Residue to wife Mary, Exer·x. 
Overseers, Richard Covert, of Slaugh.am, Esq., Francois Garton, 
Gent ., Raphe Cowper and William Page. Prd. 11 Sep., 1570. 
[Chichester, x. , 383]. 

ROGER GRATWICKE, his son and heir,16 was aged 19· 
at his father's death, and added further to his estate. 

' ·•There was also a son, Hugh, bapt. at Horsham 5 June, 1564; both he r · 
and Benjamin probably d. young. 

' ' Of these daurs., Mary, bapt. at Horsham 8 Oct., 1559, was wife of James. 
\Vestbrook; E lizabeth, bapt. at H. 16 Sep., 1565, was wife of --- Hatton, 
and had issue a son, Thoma5; Jane marrd. John Wannerton; Susan, bap. 
at H. 3 July, 1568, marrd. John Page , and had issue Richard and Wi1liam_ 
There was a lso a daur. Anne, bapt. at H . 9 Mch., 1562/3, probably d. young. 

' "Compare with the account in S.A. C. lii , .167. 
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As we shall see he purchased Jarvis and other lands 
in Cowfold from his cousin Richard G., of Ringmer, 
son of his uncle John. He also purchased the manor 
of Balsden from another cousin, of the same name, 
son of his uncle Thomas, in 1580/1. The property 
of Sunt or Suntlands, in W. Grinstead, he bought from 
Thomas Saris, of Horsham.17 He paid £100 Armada 
contribution in 1588. [S.A.C.i 37]. He purchased 
the manor of Tortington Cheynes, and various other 
lands and tents. from John Apsley, Esq., and John 
Browne, Gent., by fine in 1587. He died without 
issue on 25 July, 38 Eliz. [1596], and there is a brass 
to his memory in Tortington Ch. [S.A.C. xxiii. i85]. 
Below are extracts from his Inqn. P.M. and his will :-

INQN. P.M. OF ROGER GRATWICK. 

Taken at Arundel 26 Aug., 38 Eliz. Jurors say he was seised of 
the manors of Itford and Asham, in Beddingham, and of the manor 
of Baisden , in Balsdean and Rottingdeane, and of Butlers in Ham. 
At the death of the sd. Roger a certain Philip Gratwick was seised 
of the Manor of Ham , by will of Roger G., father of sd. R. G., with 
remr. in default of male issue to sd. R.G., as son and heir of sd. 
Roger, the father. He was also seised of the manor of Tortington 
Cheyne, and on 12 Ap., 38 Eliz., enfeoffed William Gratwick, of 
East Malling, co. Kent, and his heirs for ever, to the use of Roger 
and William , sons of the sd. W . G., of East Malling. . . . Roger 
G. died 25 July, 38 Eliz., without issue, and Philip G. is his brother 
and heir, and was aged 38 at his brother's death. [Chancery 
Inqns., 247, 77]. 

WILL OF ROGER GRATWYK, OF TORTINGTON, YEOMAN. 
' -

Dat. 20 Ap., 1596. To sist er Mary Westbrooke £10 p. ann. for 
life. To sister Elizabeth Hatton the same. To Thomas H.; her 
son, £100 at 21. To sister Jane Wannerton, £10 p. ann. for life. 
To Richard and William, sons of my sister Susan Page, £100 each. 
Certain standards to remain to my houses called Gervis and Tort-
ington for ever. To Roger, my godson, son of William G., of 
Cowfold, £100 at 21. To cousin Thomas Aynscombe, and his son 
John, £10 . . . . . Richard Bennett, of London, and his son 
Richard. To Richard G. 's children, of Horsham, £20. Manors of 
Itford, Asham , and Ballsd.en, with their appts. in Ballsden and 

1 ' Dallaway, II., ii., 308, says in 1598; but there must be some error in 
this date. 
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Rottingdeane to my brother Philip G. and Roger his son, as the 
full l /3rd of all my manors and lands. Confirms deed of 12 Ap., 
1596, whereby I have given to my cousin William G., of East-
mallings, co. Kent, yeoman, all my manor of Tortington , a ls. 
·Tortington Cheyne, to use of Roger and William, his sons , with 
remr. to sd. William G., the father, and his heirs. Confirms also 
deed conveying certain other of my houses and lands to John G., 
and Thomas G. , sons of Thomas G., of Cowfold, and to John G . 
. and Roger G., sons of William G. , of Cowfold.'" Exors., my cousin 
William G .. of East Mallinge, and his son Edward G. Overseers, 
cousins Thomas Aynscombe, the elder, and Thomas Gratwicke, of 

·Cowfold, the elder. Sundry bequests to servants and poor people. 
Witness, Thomas G. and others. Prd. by William G. 26 July, 1596. 
[P.C.C. 53, Drake]. 

JOHN GRATWICKE, the 2nd son of Roger, to whom 
his father left a portion of his share of the manor of 
Ham, at his mother's death, died without issue, and 
has left no will or Inq. P.M. His lands therefore 
descended to 

THOMAS GRATWICKE, the 3rd son, who also died 
unmarrd. on 21 Dec., 37 Eliz., and his Inq. P.M. was 
taken at Arundel on 26 Aug. follg. This Thomas w·as 
.a Ch. warden of Angmering in 1594, and was burd. 
·there 1 Jan., 1594/5. 
WILL OF THOMAS GRATWICK, OF WESTANGMERING. 

Dat. 29 Dec., 1594. To be burd. at W. Angmering. Servant 
John Gratwick. To sister Mary Westbrooke, £20, if she have 
issue ; if not, then to brother Philip's childn. , and to the rest of 
my sister's children. To Roger, son of brother Philip G. , £10, and 
to each of his daurs. 20 nobles. To Thomas Hatton, my godson, 
£20; to each of m.y brother Hatton 's daurs. 20 nobles. To my 
brother Page 's eldt. son £10, and to each of his daurs. 20 nobles. 

·To daur. of my brother-in-law John Wannerton, 20 nobles. To 
brother Philip all lands in W. Angmering, rem,r. to Roger G., my 
nephew. Residue to brother Philip, sole Exor., with the letter of 
Admon . due unto me by death of my brother John. Overseers, 
.John Westbrook, John Page, my brother-in-law, and Thomas 
.Stempe, my cousin. Witness , .Humfrey Hatton, and others. 
Prd. by Exor. 22 May, 1595. [Chichester xiv., 380]. 

PHILIP GRATWICKE, the 4th son, had a portion of his 
:father's share of the manor of Ham under his father's 

· '"This William was of Godshill, in Cowfolcl, ancestor of that family. 
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will, and inherited the remainder at the deaths of his. 
brothers without issue. He also had the manors of 
Itford and Balsden under the will of his brother 
Roger. He was Exor. to his cousin Richard G., of 
Ringmer, in 1588. In 1597, as we shall see later, he 
had a lawsuit with his cousin Thomas G., of Cowfold, 
concerning the estate of Jarvis. He died on 7 May, 
40 Eliz. [1598], and his Inq. P.M. follows :-

INQN. P.M. OF PHILIP GRATTWICKE, YEOMAN. 
Taken at Arundel 4 Aug. 42 Eliz. Seised of the Manor of Hame 

and Butlers in Hame (20 acres) held of the Castle and Honor of 
Arundel. Anne, aged 10 yrs. 6 mos., at father's death, Mary, 
4 yrs, 4 mos., Elizabeth, 1 yr. 6 mos., are his daurs . and coheiresses. 
From the death of Philip, Henry Grattwicke, and John Baker have 
reed. the rents and profits. [Chancery Inqns . Series II., Vol. 259, 
No. 83]. 

He had married, by license issued at Chichester 26 
July, 1586, Elizabeth Ward, of Cowfold, and she 
remarrd. at Angmering 3 July, 1599 (license at 
Chichester 2 July) John Baker, of Angmering, and 
aftds. John Tutball. By her Philip had issue:-

Roger Gratwicke, mentd. in wills of his uncles 
Roger and Thomas, died v. p. 

Anne, marrd. at Angmering, 6 June, 1605, Hugh 
Keate, gent. They sold the manors of Itford, 
Asham and Balsden to Sir 'Villiam Gratwicke, 
Knt., by fine, in 1609; and in 1666, she, then a 
widow, and George Keate and Sarah, his wife, 
sold her share of the manor of Ham to Humphrey 
Gratwicke, Gent., of that place. 

Mary, died a minor, and was burd. at Angmering 
2 Dec., 1603. By an Inqn. P.M. taken on 13 
Ap., 7 Jas. [Chancery Inqns. Vol. 307, No. 4], 
her 2 sisters were found her heirs. 

Elizabeth, of whom Sir William Gratwicke, of 
Tortington, had . the wardship, married his son 
Roger Gratwicke, of Seaford (License at .Chichester 
1 Feb., 1612/3) as stated above. 
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RICHARD GRATWICKE, 5th son of Roger, was baptd. 
at Horsham~ 12 Feb., 1560/1, and had lands there 
under his father's will. The following entries in the 
Horsham registers probably relate to him:-
James, s . of Richan'! G. and Joane his wife, bapt. 8 Sept-.. 1583 
John, '°· ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, 4 July 1585 
Roger, s. ,, .. 17 Jan. 1588/9 
Nathaniel, s. ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,., 28 Feb. 1590/ J 
Richard Gratweeke , howshoulder, bur'd 6 Feb. 1614/5. 
Joane an owld widow ,, 6 Dec.1621. 

* * * 
JOHN GRAT WICKE, to whom we now revert, the 2nd 

son of the original James, inherited the Cowfold 
property at his father's death. He was overseer to 
the will of James Pellet, of Steyning, who calls him 
'' cousin,'' in 1555, and to that of William Pellet, of 
Charlton, where he is also called '' cousin ' ' in the 
same year. His own will follows :-

WILL OF JOHN GRATWYCKE, OF COWFOLD. 
Dat . 6 J an., 1558. Land and t 'mem.ts. in Cowfold, called 

'' Wyllm J ervys S3arches '' and '' J clyansfelde,'' to son Richard 
G., provided he settle his lands in Aldrington on Stephen G., his 
brother at 21, and iflatter die before that. :ige , then on Roger G., hi8 
brother, a.t 21, and failing him on Thomas G., his brother. Failing 
such settlement, lands in Cowfold to go to son Stephen, remr. to 
son Roger, remr. to son Thomas. Richard G. to have sd. lands till 
21. To son Roger £20, son Thomas £20, son John 1 cow. To 3 
daurs. Charlotte, Jone and Alice £13 6s. 8d. each. Residue to son 
Richard, Exor: Overseer, brother Richard G. Witns. Richard 
Gratwycke, the elder, Roger G., my brother, &c. Prd. 22 Apl., 
1560. [Lewes A4, 413]. 

RICHARD GRATWICKE, the eldest son, was of 
Ringmer, and sold the Cowfold property to his cousin 
Roger. He seems to have married at Cowfold, 8 
June, 1561, Margery Porcell, but I know nothing of his 
children, or their descendants, if they survived. 

WILL OF RICHARD GRATWICK, OF RINGMER, 
ALDERINGTON, SUSSEX. 

Dat. 12 Nov., 1587 . To be burd . at Ringmer. To wife Margery 
£50, and profit of my lands in Aldrington during the whole time o.f 
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the lease which I have letten; and after end of sd. lease, half of all 
my lands to wife for life , provided she release to Roger Gratwick, 
my kinsman, all lands in Cowfold, which I have sold him. To my 
sister, John Browne 's wife, 10s.; to each of my sister's children 
12d. To Nicholas Browne a white sow hogg and all my wearing 
apparel, except my best cloke. To Marie Hawkes £5 at 18. If 
wife die before son Richard is of age , then Roger G. , my kinsman, to 
have his bringing up till 21. Residue to kinsman Roger G. and 
Philip G. his brother, Exors. in trust to use of son Richard and 
daur. Mary (latter under 18). Prd. by Exors. 12 Oct., 1588. 
[P.C.C. 58 Rutland]. 

STEPHEN GRATWICKE, the 2nd son, was most 
probably of Albourne,19 but his descendants are not of 
much interest. He was doubtless the Stephen 
Gratwicke, of '' Potters,'' who witnd. the will of John 
Ward, of Cowfold, in 1578. His children, down to 
1575, were baptizyd at Cowfold. 

Of ROGER, the 3rd, and J01rn, the youngest sons of 
John Gratwicke, I have no further certain records; 
but 

THOMAS GRATWICKE, the 4th son, continued to 
reside at Cowfold, and was buried there 12 Apl. 1616. 
From Chancery Procgs. Eliz. G. g. 5/54, we learn that 
on 2 May, 1597, he brought an action against Philip 
Gratwicke, of Bedingham and Ham, to establish the 
title of his son John to Jarvis and Sunt, which had 
been settled on him by Roger, of Tortington, the 
brother of Philip. This document, though somewhat 
mutilated; is so important that I quote it, as far as 
possible, in full. 

10 Will of Stephen G. of Albourne: "Eidt. son Henry, sons William and 
Stephen, y'gest son Richard. Daurs. Lettes, Mary, Annis. Wife Jane 
Execx. Brother Thomas G. and cousin [i.e., probably 'nephew'] John G., 
overseel'!I. Prd. 28 Sep., 1596." [Lewes A 9, 410] . Will of J ane G ., of 
Albourne, widow : " Dat. 6 Feb., 1617. Son William. Daur. Anne 's 2 
daurs . Anne and Jane. John, s. of \ ¥m. Fennell. John , s. of Stephen G. 
Daur. Lettyce Younge's child. Daur. Mary. Son Wm. Fennell, Exor. 
Son Henry and Robt. Prickett , overseers. Prd. 7 Mch., 1617." [Lewes 
A 16, 124) . Adman. of H enry G., of Albourne, 16 Dec., 1631, to Thos. 
Furlonger, husbd. of Anne F. als. G., sister of deed. Inv. £88 8/-. [Lewes 
B6, 107]. 
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GRATEWICKE v. GRATEWICKE. 

1597, May 2. Thomas Gratewicke, of Cowfold, co. Sussex, 
yeoman, complains that whereas one Roger Gratewicke was seized 
in fee of and in two messges., &c., in Cowfold and West Greensted, 
co. Sussex, commonly called Garvis Serches, Julian 's field and Snnt, 
by indenture of lease dated 16 Apl., 37 Elizabeth, did demise the 
same to your orator for divers years yet to come and unexpired 
and the next day conveyed the same to John Cowper to the use of 
the said J ohn Gratewicke, your sayd. . did come to 
the said John Gratewicke, your sayd orator's sonne. But now so 
it is one Phillip Gratewicke, of Beddingham, co. Sussex. 
one John Smith, of Horsham, taylor, and others, have in their hands 
div.ers ancient evidences, &c., and have contrived some secret 
estate in the same lands to persons unknown. . . . . the said 
Roger 's next brother and heire Thomas Gratewicke being elder 
than the said Philip, and Philip being next heire to his brother 
Roger after Thomas was dead . .pretend that the said 
Roger made some former conveyance . Prays writ against Phillip 
Gratewicke and John Smith for perpetuation of testimony. 

The demurrer of Phillip Gratewicke and John Smyth. 
That the plaintiff has no estate in the said lands but only for 

t erm of years, and therefore cannot call into question the freehold 
and inheritance. Pray to be dismissed. 

AlJMON. OF THOMAS GRATWICKE, OF COWFOLD. 
Granted 4 May, 1616, to John Gratwicke, of Cowfold, yeoman, 

son of deed., who died intestate . He and John Gratwicke, senior, 
of Cowfold,2° being sureties. Inv. xix". and xxct. [Lewes B4, 
111). 

THOMAS GRATWHJKE, his younger son, was of 
Eastlands in that place, and the follg. was his will:-

WILL OF THOMAS GRATWICKE, OF COWFOLD. 
Dat. 8 May, 1646. To be burd. at C. To poor of C. 20/-. To 

eldest son, Thomas, all goods in the house at Hurstpierpoint. To 
3rd son, Richard, a bedstead in my house at C. called Esteland . 
To 4th son , William, 20-/. Residue to 2nd son, John, Exor. Prd. 
15 June, 1648. [P.C.C. 97 Essex). 

He was twice married, and by his lst wife, Elizabeth, 
burd. at C. 13 Mch., 1615, he had:--

'
0 Probably of Godshill, in Cowfolcl , t he then head of that family. 
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.1. Thomas G., of Hurstpierpoint, bapt. at · C. ·s 
~eh., 1608. 

2. John G., of Shermanbury, bapt. at C. 5 Feb., 
1611. 

3. Richard G., of Eastlands, bapt. at C. 27 Dec., 
1614, and burd. there 23 Sept., 1681. 

A. Elizabeth, bapt. at C. 3 May, 1607. 

By his 2nd wife, Joyce, relict of John Michell, of 
Cowfold, mercer [S.A.C. liii., 129] whom he marrd. 
at Cowfold 22 Dec., 1607, and who was burd. there 
25 Apl. 1625, he had:-

4. William G., of Horsham, bapt. at C. 1 Nov., 
1619. 

The wills of the 3 elder sons follow :-

WILL OF THOMAS GRATWICKE, OF HURSTPIERPOINT, 
YEOMAN. 

Dat. 7 May, 1679. Wife Bridget £10 per ann. and £100. To 
John and Thomas, sons of my brother John G., late of Sherman-
bury, deed., leasehold messges., &c., in Hurstpierpoint. To Henry 
G., of Horsham, son of my bro. William G., late of Horsham, deed., 
lands, &c., in Hurstpierpoint. To brother Richard G., of Cowfold, 
yeoman, certain lands for life ; remr. to Mary, his daur., wife of 
Thomas Vincent, of Cowfold. To my wife's 2 sisters, Anne 
Hamblin, of Ardingly, widow, and Jane Wood, of Chailey, widow, 
£5 each. To cousin Elizabeth, daur. of brother John G., £5. 
Residue to bro. Richard G., Exor. Overseers, Thomas Jenner, of 
Chailey, and Francis Hamblin, of Ardingly, friends and kinsmen. 
Prd. by Exor. 13 June, 1679. [Lewes A35, 145/6]. 

WILL OF JOHN GRATWICKE, OF SHERMANBURY, 

YEOMAN°'. 
Dat. 26 Ap., 1666. To wife Mary, £50, feather bed, &c. To 

daur. Elizabeth, £80 at 21 or marrge. To poor of S. 10/-. Residue 
to 2 sons John and Thomas, Exors. Overseers;bros . Thomas and 
Richard G. Children under age. Witns., Ann Gratwicke, &c. 
[Lewes A30, 277]. 

2 1 John Gratwicke, the bullock leech, burd . at S. 28 Ap., 1666, 
D 
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WILL OF RICHARD GRATWICKE, OF COWFOLD, GENT. 
Dat. 29 Nov., 1680. To wife Anne, £20. To gr .-daur. Mary 

Vincent,22 £100, now on mortgage on 2 houses, &c., of Henry G., 
of Horsham, my nephew, at 21 or marrge. Daur. Mary, wife of 
Thomas Vincent.23 To cousins ?ohn and Thomas, sons of brother 
John G., deed., 20/- . each. To gr.-son Richard Vincent,'• all my 
books and £10. To loving kinsman Mr. John G., of J arvis, and Mr. 
Thomas Lintott, of Walhurst, overseers, 20/- each . Residue to 
son-in-law Thomas V., Exor. Witns., John Gratwicke, John 
Roberts, &c. Prd. 18 Oct., 1681. [Lewes A 35, 419/20]. 

JOHN GRATWICKE, the elder son of Thomas, of 
Cowfold., inherited Jarvis from his kinsman Roger, 
of Tortington. He marrd. Elizabeth, the eldest of 
the daurs. and cohrs. of William Comber, of Sherman-
bury, Esq.,25 (by Martha, daur. and cohr. of Henry 
Brockhull, of Aldington, co. Kent). He was Exor. 
to his father-in-law, in 1625, and inherited Sherman-
bury in right of his wjfe. He admind. his mother-in-
law 's estate in 1635.26 There is a short pedigree given 

"She married at Twineham, John W eekes, of Easebourne, mercer, 7 Oct., 
1711. 

2 3 He inherited Eastlands through his wife. John Hainey, of Lewes, 
physician and apothecary, in his will dat. 17 Sep., 1706; prd. 18 Dec., 1707 
[Lewes A 47, 63] mentns . wife Jane [John Hainey and Jane Roberts marrd. 
at Cuckfield 18 Mch., 1657] gr. childn. John Hainey Wade, Edmund W. 
and Jane W. Trustees John Gratwick, of Shermy., Thomas G., of L eather-
head, and Philip Cheale, of Benfield. Mentns. Thomas Vincent, of Eastland, 
in CowfoJd, and Hugh V., of Fryland, in Shermy. 

· ,.Will of Richard Vincent, of Cowfold, Gent.: " Dat. 19 Mch., 1737. 
Sister Mary vVeekes, wid., and her son John Weekes, Exors. Kinsmen 
Thomas Gratwicke, son of Thomas G., of Cowfold, carpenter. Kinsman 
Thomas Gratwick, of London, silk mercer, £20. Prd. 20 Nov., 1740, by John 
W eekes. p. r. to Mary." [Lewes A 56, 149]. 

20 See S.A.C. xlix., 136. 

""The followin g deed , kindly given me by Sir Wm. Bull, M.P., relates 
to this John Gratwicke and his wife, and is worth putting on record for its 
reference to the Selden family. This Thomas Selden may have been the one 
mentioned in Lower's ' 'Worthies '' p. 1. H e was probably one of the 
trustees to the will of John Comber. of Shermanbury, father of t he grantor, 
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of this part of the family in the Visn. of 1634, the 
arms assigned to them being '' Or, a chevron 
engrailed gules, between 3 ogresses. ' ' From . the 
Parly. Survey of the County in 1650 [S.A.C. xxv., 45] 
it appears that by indenture dat. 5 Mch., 17 Chas. 
[1641/2], he leased, for a term of 13 years, from Sir 
Wm. Ford, of Harting, with t.he assent of Sir John 

· Carrill, of Harting, 3 messges, etc., and about 324 
acres of land, forming part of the Sedgwick P;:t.rk 
estate, in the parishes of Horsham, Nuthurst a.rid 
Broadwater, at a yearly rent of £62 10s. The lease 
was a repairing lease, the timber, mineral and sporting 
rights being reserved. At the time of the survey the 

and seems to have married his daur. Dorothy. [S.A.C. xlix., 131 /2]. 

'' To all Xhen. p eople . . . William Comber, of Sherman bury, 
in the county of Sussex, gent. , sendeth greeting. Knowe ye 
that I, the said William Comber for and in consideration of the natural! 
love and fatherl y affection wch. I beare to John Gra\wi ck of Jarvis in 
the pish of Cowfold in the county afforesaid yeoman and E lizabeth his 
wife my naturall daughter . . have given &c. unto 
the said John and E lizabeth his wife a ll those m y lands &c. . . 
caled or knowen by the name of Sponers lying and being in 
the pish of Shermanbury aforesaid contanyinge by es timation fifty 
akers of land . . . . nowe in the tenure or occupation of ~'illiam 
Bull . . . . And also all that messuage &c. conta;ning 
by es timation five and thirty akers . in the pishes of Shur-
manbury and H endfeild . . . . in the tenure or occupation of the 
assignes of Thomas Selden late of Taringe in the said county deceased 
whereof one aker of medowe lyeth in Chestham in the said pishe of 
H endfeild togethers a lso wth. three akers of medowe lying in Chestham 
. . . . sometime in the occupation of Thomas Byshoppe Knight 
or his assignes togethers also wth. the herbage pasture and comon 
feeding for the cattell and swine and geese of the said John Gratwick 
in the streat and highe wayes leading from Mockbridge towards Cowfold 
as in tymes past bath benn used to and wth the said messuages and 
Jandes To have and to hold &c. . . . . unto the said John and 
Elizabeth and theire heires absolutly for ever . In witns 
hereof I the said William Comber have hereunto se t my hand and sea!e 
the fower and twenteth daye of October in the yeare of the rayne of 
our soveraigne lo:·d King J ames . the fowertenth and of 
Scotland the ffifteth : Anno Dn 1616." 

[Signed:] William Comber. John Gratwyck. 

[Witns :] Ockenden Cowper. [Seal (broken) Arms o f Comber]. 
William Bull and John Morly attorned t enants to 'the said John Gratwyck 
13 Apl., 1617. 
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whole Sedgwick estate, of 374 acres, was estimated 
as -worth £120 per ann. He was buried at Cowfold 
8 Nov., 1642, as was also his widow on 6 Feb., 1677~ 

WILL OF JOHN GRATWICKE, OF SHERMANBURY, 

YEOMAN. 

Dat. 5 Nov., 1642. To be burd. in the Oh. or Ch.-yard of Cowfold. 
·Bequests to poor of Cowfold 40/-., W. Grinstead 20/ -., Sherman bury 
20/-. Whereas I and Elizabeth, my wife, are seized of an annuity 
of £20 out of the manor of Aldington, Cobham, in Kent, and out of 
other lands in par. of Aldington and Thumb.am, and of another 
annuity of £10 out of sd. manor of Aldington West Court, als. 
Aldington Sepvans, als. Aldington Gower, nr. Thurnham, co. Kent;. 
I hereby give both annuities at my wife's death to Richard my son, 
remr. to Thomas my son. To Anne Sharpe, my gr. child, £10 at 
21 or marrge. Whereas I and my wife are seized of 1 messge, &c., 
a'ld 4 acres of land in Barsted and Thumb.am, I hereby grant the 
si . house, &c., to Henry Lyntott, my son-in-law, and my daur .. 
Susan , his wife , at my wife 's death. To Elizabeth, my beloved. 
wife, £10, and me of all plate and household stuff during her life ; 
and at her death I give 1 bed, &c., to my son Richard. Wife to· 
di"lpose of my linen and plate to which of my children she shall 
think fittest, and not elsewhere. Certain furniture, after wife's 
death to son Thomas, as standards to my house called Chencies 
f? Jervis] for ever. Residue of household stuff to son Thomas .. 
To my 4 daurs. Elizabeth, Tecla, J ane and Anne £10 each. To 
son Thomas reversion of 2 leases of 2 acres of meadow nr. Moek-
bridge. Exor. Henry Lyntott, my son-in-law. Prd. 13 Dae ., 
1642. [P.C.C. 130 Campbell]. 

WILL OF ELIZABETH GRATWICKE, OF JARVIS, IN 
COWFOLD, WIDOW. 

Undated. Overseers, John Gratwicke, of Jarvis, and John 
Gratwicke, ·of Sherman bury, my gr. -children. To gr.-son Roger G.,. 
£50 at 21. To gr.-son Thomas G., one other son of my son Richard, 
£60 at 21. " Item I will, &c., my bedd that I lye on, curtaines 
and vallence, and the picture with my ffather's armes to John 
Gratwicke, my grandson, of Sherman bury." To John G., of 
J arvis, 40s. for a ring. Exors. in trust, William Holney, of Henfield, 
Gent., and John Roberts, of Nuthurst, my gr.-son. Prd. 7 Mch.,. 
1681, by Roger G., p. r. to Thomas G. [Lewes A35, 463/4]. 
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They had issue a large fam:ily, of whom the following 
survived :--,--27 • 

1. William· Gratwicke, of Jarv,is, see below. 
2. Richard Gratwicke~ of Sherrnanbury, Gent., 

bapt. at Cowfold· 15 Aug., 1619, and burd. there 
21 Jan., · 1681/2?.8; He had two wives, (1) 
Elizabeth (2) Anne . who 
was named Execx. in his will, but renounced 
probate . . By his lst wife he had issue:-

i. Roger ·G., ha.pt. a_t Shermanbury, 6 ,July, 
1654, Exor.to his gr-mother, and proved his 
father's will. 

11. Thomas G., bapt .. at S. 8 Oct., 1660, Exor, 
~o grandmother~9 • 

a. Elizabeth. 
b. Anne. 
c. Judith,_bapt. (Regr. says burd.) at S. 29 Aug., 

1664. Perhaps wife of Henry Madgwick, 
see will of her cousin Thomas G. of 
Leather head. 

d. '.l'emperarice~ bapt. at s.· 1.8 July, 1667. 
and by his 2nd wife, 

e. Patience, burd. at S. 22 Ap. 1672. 
3. Thomas Gratwicke, of Shermanbury Place, _Gent., 

see below; 
A. Elizabeth, who marr:d. lstly, at Cowfold, 28 

2 7 Also 3 other sons, Richard G., bap. at C., 7 May, 1610, burd. _there 14 
May, 1616. Ockenden G., bap. at C., 27 Mch., 1614, and mentd. in will of 
John Hodsoll, 1628. Thomas Q-., bap. at C., 10 Dec., and burd. there 12 
Dec., 1620. 

"Will .dat.- 24 -Nov.., 168-1, prd. 6 Mch., 1681 /2, by Roger G., the sari, the 
widow renouncing. To children Roger, Thomas, EEzabeth, Anne, Judith 
and Temperance, 10/- each. R esidue to wife Anne, for life, then to son 
Roger. Wife Execx. [Lewes A 35, .462/3] ... . 

29 Query if- the :foHg. ·ent-ries in th'e Sherman bury R egrs. relate to ·him :- . 
Elizabeth, wife of Thomas G., gent., of St. Mary Cray., co. ·Kent, burct;· 22 · 
June, 1690. · Mr. Thomas G., of Orpington,. Kent; burd. 2 Sep., 1702 ? 
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June, 1617, John Hodsoll, of Shermanbury, 
Gent., who died s.p. in 1628; will dat. 11 June, 
prd. 25 Nov. 1628 [P.C.C. 104 Barrington]."° 
She marrd. 2dly, as his 2nd wife, William Hodsoll, 
of Ash, Kent, by the latter of whom she had 
issue. She died 14 May, 1676, aged 75, and her 
will, dat. 6 Apl. 1671, was prd. 10 July, 1676. 
She mentions her niece Anne G., daur. of brother 
Richard G., and her sisters Tecla Chalfenor and 
Jane Burtenchar. [See Arch. Cant. xiv., 226]. 

B. Susan, bapt. at C. 25 June, 1607; marrd. at 
Shermy. (license at Lewes) 3rd Nov. 1624, Henry 
Lintott, of Comole in Cowfold, mercer. They 
had a house and lands in Barsted and Thurnham 
under her father's will, to which her husband 
was Exor. In 1638 she made a deposition that 
she was then wife of Henry L. of Cowfold, 
mercer, had lived there 12 yrs., been born there 
and was aged 30. [S.A.C. lvi., 14]. Her 
husband was dead at the Parly. Survey in 1650. 
[Ibid xxv., 45]. 

c. Tecla, bapt. at C. 3 .Jan. 1608, who marrd. lst, 
at Shermy. (license at Lewes) 7 Sep. 1634, the 
Rev. Gregory Roberts, Rector of Shermanbury, 
who had been presented to that living in 1633/4 
by Dr. Thomas Comber, Dean of Carlisle [Ibid 
Iv., 261]. Their son, John Roberts, of Nuthurst, 
was trustee to his grandmother in 1681. She 
marrd. 2dly at. Horsham in 1654 Richard 

' 0 This will, a ver y long one, names a great number of relatives, among 
them :- Father, John Hodsoll , burd. in Cowfold Ch., Uncle Thomas H. and 
his children , W illi am, H enry, Stephen and E lizabeth. Sister Bennett, w. 
of Edmond Freeman, and their children Edmond, John, Alice, Bennett and 
E lizabeth. Sister Ann, w . of Thomas Sheffield, and their children John, 
Anne and Martha . Sis ter E liza beth, married l st William Scates (chi ldren 
John, William and Elizabeth Scates ), marrd. 2dly . . . . Printopp 
(mentions a child ). Sister Katherine, w. of . . . . Norwood, and their 
daur. Faith. Sister Christiai;i, w.ife of \V'illiam Freeman, and Alice, ·their 
daur. Wife E lizabeth, dam:. of John Gratwicke, of Gervis, and her brothers 
Richard, Ockenden G. and Thomas. G . . Cousin .Thomas Houghton, of May-
field. Exors : Father-in-law, John G., and brother-in-law William F. 

-;j·,1 .' \ 

:.!'-' '· 
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Chaloner, Gent., and was burd. at Shermy. 9 
Jan., 1701. 

D. Anne, bapt. at C. 15 Jan., 1617. Marrd. at S. 
(license at Lewes) 12 .July, 1636, Thomas 
Dunstall of Shermy., yeoman. 

E. Jane, bapt. at C. 5 Mch., 1615. Marrd. at S. 
(license at Lewes) 12 July, 1636, Charles Sharpe, 
of Nuthurst, by whom she had a daur. Anne, 
mentioned in her gr.-father 's will. (Query if 
she re-marrd. Burtenshaw, see will 
of Elizabeth Hodsoll) ? · 

WILLIAM GRATWICKE, of Jarvis, the eldest son, 
was baptd. at Cowfold 22 Sept., 1605, and dying v. p. 
was burd. there 29 Oct., 1636. He married at C0wfold 
14 Oct. , 1630, Jane, daur. of Edward ;::jkinner. of 
Chailey, who survived him and remarrd. (license at 
Lewes) William Freeman, of Shermanbury, Gent. 
An Inqn. P.M. [Chancery Inqns. Vol. 536, No. 20] 
was taken at East Grinstead 17Jan.,12 Chas. (1636/7), 
when he was found seized of Beetling New Park in Sele 
als. Beetling, William G. being his son and hr. and 
aged 2 years and 3 mos. 
WILL 0.1!' WILLIAM GRATWICKE, OF COWFOLD, GENT. 

Dat. Oct., 1636. To be burd. in par. Ch. of Cowfold. To 
·poor of C. £5. Wife Jane, Execx., to whom all goods, &c., except 
leasehold called Lidford, in Cowfold, and the bedsteads and 
standards in house called J arvis . which latter to her for life and 
aftds. to son William. To wife 'my annuity of £20 out of lands, 
contg. about 100 z.cres, known as New Park, in par. of Beetling, 
for life, in lieu of her widow 's estate if she marry again. To eldest 
daur. Elizabeth, £400; to 2nd daur., Jane, £400.3' To expected 
child, if a girl, £400 ; if a boy, to whom copyhold estate will descend, 
then £100 each more to daurs. To wife Jane, kinsman Henry 
Shelley, of Lewes, Esq., father, John G., and brothers-in-law 
Gregory Roberts, clerk, and Henry Lintott, all lands, &c., known 
as New Park in B., Sunt in W. Grinstead, leasehold called Lidford, 

''Of these daurs. Elizabeth was bapt. at Cowfold 6 Aug., 1631, and Jane 
on 27 Aug., 1633 ; both marrd. and had issue. The. possible marrgc and issue 
of the latter is discussed below. 
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and all other lands for 30 yrs. on trust to pay debts and educate 
daurs., and to hand over surplus to son William. To said son 
residue of lease of Lidford. Messge. called Jarvis and lands thereto 
belonging called Jarvis Searches and Julian 's field , contg. -abt. 
120 acres, and reversion expectant on father's death to house, &c. , 
called Sunt, contg. about 60 acres, to my heirs male, remr. to 
brother Richard G., rem.r. to my othe.r brother Thomas G. Prd. 
by relict 1 Dec ., 1636. [Lewes, A24, 135]. 

WILLIAM GRATWICKE, of Jarvis, his eldest son, was 
bapt. at Cowfold 15 July, 1634, died unmarrd., and 
was burd. there 20 Aug·., 1670. 

WILL OF WILLIAM GRATWICK, OF COWFOLD. 

Dat. 17 Aug., 1670. To Mr. John Gratwick, of Henfield, house 
and lands called Lydford for unexpired term. To each of my 2 
sisters children £50 at 21 or marrge. To cousin Mrs. Ellen Hadsellf , 
£50. ';r'o each of my ' cosen Germans ' being the children of the 
brethren and sisters of my father 40s. To each of my uncles and 
aunts a ring of £1. To Richard G. and his v.-ife and to Thomas 
Lintott a £1 ring. To Thomas Beard, of Hurst, Esq. , John 
Gratwick, of Eatons, Esq. ,32 Willm. Holney, of Henfield , Gent., 
Richard Gratwick, of Eastland, Mr. John Roberts, of Horsham, 
and John Roberts, of Cowfold, all house and lands called ' New 
Park ' until they shall by the sale of timber and woods, and by the 
profits of sd. lands have raised £600 to payment of debts and · 
legacies. To each trustee £10. Trustees to sell messge. and lands 
called Sunt. Brother John G., Exor. . If personal estate is 
sufficient then no woods at New Park to be cut and Sunt not to be 
sold. Prd. bv Exor. 17 Mch., 1670. .[Lewes, A32, 151]. 

JORN GRATWICKE, the posthumous child referred to 
in his father's will, was bapt. at Cowfold 15 Dec., 1636. 
He resided first at Potters and afterwards, on his 
brother's death, at Jarvis. He was overseer to his 
gr. mother's will in 1681, and trustee to his father-in-
law, Mr. John Holney, in 1689. He was burd. at 
Cowfold 11Nov.,1696. Bv his lst wife Anne 
(burd. at C. 16 Sep., 1663) he had issue:--

A. Anne, born 4th and bapt. at C. 16 Sept., 1663, 
who marrd .. there (license at Chichester) 21 May, 
1691, Richard Madgwick, of Fittlewortp., Gent., 

"'Later in the will he is called Capt. Gratwick. 
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and their ~on John M.~ eventually inherited the · 
family estates. He marrd. Ahne, daur. of 
Thomas Ives, of Cuckfield, and they had issue 
John Gratwick M., hap. at C. 9 Feb., 1726, and 
burd. there 24 Feb., 1727, and a daur. Eliz-abeth, 
born 1725, who marrd. in 1748 Thomas Steele, 
Esq., Recorder of Chichester. [See the account 
in Cartwright, pp. 3r9/20]. 

He married 2dly33, Mary~ ohe of the daurs. and 
co hrs. of John 'H olney, of Henfield. . She was burd. 
at C. 5 Mch., 1680. He had issue by her·:--

1. William Gratwicke, hap. at C. 29 Ap., 1674, 
and burd. there the follg. day. 

· 2. John Grat!flcke, of ,Jarvis, and aftds. of 
Chichester, .born 8 Apl., and bapt. at C. 30 
Ap., 1677. Burd. there 24 Jan., 1720. · [See 

·. his l\.'LI. in Cartwright, p. 320]. 
13. Elizabeth, bapt. at C. 22 Oct., 1668, marrd. 

·there 24 Feb., 1695, Edward Batten of Lambourn,. 
Berks. She had New Park and Sunt under her 
brother John's will. 

c. Mary, baptd. at C. 25 M:ch., 1672. She inherited 
Jarvis from her brother John, and was the last of 
the Gratwickes of. that place. She left it to her ' 
nephew John Madgwick. She re.sided latterly 
at 'Vindsor, and, dying l 7th was burd. at 
Cowfold 26tli M~y, 1726. [See her M.I. in . 
Cartwright, p. 320]. 

D. Jane, bapt. at C. 17 July, 1675, and burd. there 
5 Sept., 1680. 

E. Hester, bapt. at C. 17, and burd. there 19 Apl., . 
'1678. . 

~· , . 
Th~ Wills of John ·and Mary Gratwicke f~_llow :-

. . . . 
"He seems to have had a 3rd wif~ . Elizabeth, rnentd. as "my mother-in-

law,'' in the will of her stepson John G. in 1720.. " 
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WILL OF JOHN GRATWICKE, OF CHICHESTER, GENT. 
Dat. 20 Oct. , 1720. House and lands called Heasland or Heaths-

land, in par. of Clayton, to nephew John Madgwicke . New Park, 
in Beetling (subject to annuities of £18, £6 and £4 to my mother-in-
law Elizabeth G.), to sister Elizabeth Batten. If any of my copy-
hold come to sd. sister E.B., then lands of equal value out of 
New Park to go to my youngest sister Mary G. Reversion to 
Sunt to sister E.B. Inholmes in Beetling, also Gervais Serches 
and Julian 's Garden in Cowfold, to sister Mary G. To niece Mary, 
w. of Charles Garrard, £500 . To nephew John Madgwicke £300. 
To cousin Ann, wife of Mr. Thomas Lintott, £200, and my damask 
field bed and bedding and the chairs belonging to it. To cousin 
Mary, w. of Mr .. John Cheale, £200. To my uncle and aunt 
Gratwicke and Mr. Thomas Lintott, of Shermanbury, and Mr. 
John Cheale, of Henfield, £20 apiece. To the Ch.-warden~ of 
Cowfold £50, to be laid out in the ceiling and othn ornaments, and 
not in necessary repairs.. To sister Mary £500. To poor of C. 
£10, of Beetling £5, of sub-deanery of Chichester £5. To Mrs. 
Beckington £5, and to her daur. Sarah B. £20. Residue to sisters 
E. B. and M. G., Exces. Prd. 18 Feb., 1720. [P.C.C., 27 Buck-
ingham]. 
WILL OF MARY GRATWICKE, OF WINDSOR, Co. BERKS, 

SPINSTER. 
Dat . 18 Ap., 1726. To be burd. at Cowfold, and a marble 

monument, value at least £30, to be fixed on the wall near my 
grave . To poor of C. £20, and to the Ch. a piece of plate value 
£20 .34 Whereas my cousin Thomas Gratwicke (son of John G., 
late of Cowfold, carpenter, decd.) 35 is indebted to me £100, now 

"See the description of it in S.A.C. !iv., 256. 
"' How this relationship arose is no t clear; but it may have been through. 

the marriage, at vV. Grinstead, on 10 J an., 1664, of Jane Gratwicke, described 
as of that parish, with Thomas Gratwicke, of Cowfold. This J ane was 
pe1·haps the aunt of the testator, and youngest daur. of William G., of J a rvis, 
and J ane Skinner. They seem to have had a son Thomas, bapt. at Cowfold , 
as son of Thomas and Jane G. , 14 May, 1667. This Thomas was very probably 
the Thomas G., of Aldgate, London, cordwayner, whose will, dat. 12 Jan., 
1692, was pcd. [P.C.C. 95 Coker] 7 June, 1693 :-"All reaJ ·estate to go· 
as a lready settled . To brother John Gratwick, of Cowfold, carpenter (in 
case I have no child by my wife Sarah) £50, or if such child or children die 
under 21. R esidue to wife Sarah, sole Execx." Mary, dactr. ·of Thomas and 
Sarah G., of 'Potters,' bapt. at C., 1 Oct. , and burd. there 24 Oct .. 1691, 
was probably his daur. Thomas, the father of the carpenter and cordwayner, 
was, I be lieve, the Thomas G., of Shermanbury, burd. at Cowfold 27 Dec., 
1679, for there are the follg. entries in the Shermy. R egrs. :-Elizabeth, daur. 
of Thomas and Jane G., bapt. , ::8 Oct., 1672 : William, s. of Thomas and 
Jane G., bapt. 2 Mch., 1674, burd. 27 May, 16i7. John Gratwicke, of Cow-
fo ld, carpenter, was married (license at Lewes ) at Cowfold on 2 Feb., 1687/8, 
to Mary Harland, maiden. In addition to the Thomas named in the will 
(of whose baptm. there is no record in the Regr.) they had William, bapt. at 
C. 13 Sep., and burd. there 11 Oct., 1689, Anne, bapt. at C. 31 Oct., 169(l, 
and Sarah, bapt. at C., 14 Sept., 1701. 
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I give him the same. To my godson Thomas, .son of Thomas G., 
of London, silk mercer, £100, to be paid to his said father in trust for 
him till 21. To the children of the daurs. of the said J . G., late of 
C., carpenter, £100, to be expended in placing them out apprentices. 
To brother Batten £20 for mourning ; and to cousin Philip Cheale, 
of Henfield, Gent., and to Mr. Charles EIE.ing, of E. Garston, co. 
Berks, Gent., £10 each. To cousins Jane and Mary Libbard £50 
between them. To cousin Marchant, wife of Mr. Thomas M., of 
Hurstpierpoint, £25. To god-daur. Cassandra Lintott £10 for a 
ring, and to god-daur. Mary Garrard my gold watch. To Mr. 
Charles Garrard, husband of niece Mary G., £100; and to cousin 
J ane Milles , late the widow Bodle, £50, if living at my d~ath ; if 
not, to her 3 daurs. Whereas I have £400 at interest in the hands 
of my brother Batten, I now direct the interest to be paid to my 
sister Mrs. Elizabeth B. for life, and at her death £100 to Mary G. 
and £300 to Catharine G., daurs. of my nephew Charles Garrard, 
both at 21 or marrge. To Philip Cheale and Charles Elsing, Gent.; 
my messge, &c., called J ervais Searches and Julians Garden in 
trust to the use of my cousin John Madg,vick, rernr. to his sons, 
remr. to his daurs., remr. to niece Mary Garrard, r·emr. to Thomas 
Gratwicke, son of sd. J ohn G., of Cowfold, carpenter, deed. To 
friends Edward Batten, John Madgwick, Philip Cheale a.nd Charles 
Elsing, messges, &c., called Inholrnes, in Beetling, now in occupn. 
of Mr. John Lintott, and all copyhold messges. at Peppersgate in 
Cowfold, also copyhold called Singers and Potters in C., which came 
to me at the death of my late brother John G., Esq., deed., in trust 
to the use of m.y godson Edward Garrard, son of niece Mary G., 
and his hrs., remr. to sd. niece, remr. to sister Elizth., wife of 
Edward Batten, for life , remr. to John Madgwick, remr. to Thomas 
Gratwicke aforesd . To cousin Ann Cheale my best tea table, best 
china set, silver coffee pot, &c. Residue of plate to niece Mary 
Garrard. All residue to sd. niece and to John Madgwick equally; 
latterExor. Prd. byExor. 6June, 1726: [P.C.C., 120 Plymouth]. 

* * * 
THOMAS GRATWICKE, to whom we now revert, the 

youngest son of John G. and Elizabeth Comber, was 
baptd. at Cowfold 28 .June, .1622, .anq inherited the 
Shermanbury estate. His wife, Anne , 
was Execx. to her husband, and was burd. at Shermy. 
28 June, 1670, then residing at " Morleys." He was 
buried there 14 Aug., 1664. 
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WILL OF 'THOMAS . GRATWICKE, OF SHERMANBURY, 
GENT. 

Dat. 13 Aug., 1664. To friends John Holney, of Hurstpierpoint, 
William Holney, of Henfield , Gent. , William Gratwicke , of J ervis, 
Gent., and Henry Lintott, of Cowfold, Gent., reversion expectant 
on death of mother, Elizabeth G. , to . a barn and abt. 50 acres of 
land called D::mningfold, in W . Grinstead, to sell same and pay the 
follg . debts :- To William. Holney £100; to . sister Eliza beth 
Hadsall £100 ; to Thomas Gosse, of Shermy., yeoman~ £50; to 
Anne Sharpe, of Cowfold , spinr. , £40 ; to Mrs. Mary Draper, of 
Henfield, £10; to John Parson, of Shermy. , hU:sbaridman; £10; 
.any balance to Execx. To my cousin Robert Heath.,' of Deptford, 
Kent ., Esq., my moiety of the rnanor of S. and of lands called the 
Old Park, now, or late, in the occupn. of Thomas Goss and Edmond 
·Chaloner, to hold for term of 500 years yet to come granted by 
Thomas Ld. Sandys, 33 Hen. VIII., t o one William Comber, and 
now vested in me, on trust to pay Elizabeth G. , my mother, the 
rents, &c., for life , in terms of an agreement.made between her and 
me, dat . 20 May, 1650 ; and also to raise £80, which I owe to sd. 
Robert H. , and £300 which I give to my daur. Cassandra G. ; then 
to settle whole on son John G., for life , and his heirs ; remr. to son 
William and· hrs ., remr . to right heirs . To Thomas, George and 
Anne G., my children, £300 each at 21. To Execx. my meadow in 
Ashurst called the Lords Mead , or Byne Mead ; also 1 close of 
pasture in Shermanbury, purchased of William Bull; also timber 
-on lands called Morleys and Greentrees, in S. and Cowfold. To 
son John my suite of damask which was his mother'$, being a table 
cloth and abt. 2 dozen napkins , at marrge or housekeeping. To 
-daur . CaiSsandra 1 table cloth and 1 doz. napkins which were her 
mother 's marked with letter " E. " Residue to loving wife , Ann, 
.sole Execx. Witns, John Roberts, Thomas Lintott, &c. Prd . 
by Execx. 20 Oct. , 1664. [Lewas, A60, 143]. · 

Issue:-
1. John Gratwicke, see below. 
2. William G., born 16th and bapt. at S. 30 May, 

1654. He was in the Royal Navy and served on 
H .M.S. Expectation. Died in 1677 or 8. 

3. Thomas G., bapt. at S. 5 May, 1657, was sometime 
of St. Paul's, . Covent Garden, mercer, later of 
Leatherhead, Surrey, and .aftds. of Chichester. 
He purchased an annuity on the Shermy. estate 
from the children of his uncle Richard. Exor. 
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and heir to brother William 1678. Trustee to 
John Holney of Lewes, 1706. He marrd. at S .• 
9 Nov., 1680, Mary, daur. of . Goring,36 

who "\Vas burd. at S. 5 Nov., 1716. He was 
burd. there 11 Nov., 1719. 

4. George G., bapt. at S. 27 Feb., 1661; mentd. 
in his father's will. Burd. at S. 2 June, 1666. 

A . Cassandra, mentd. in her father 's will 1664. 
Probably the Cassandra G. who marrd., at 
Warnham, Abraham Freeman, 12 May 1670. 

B. Anne, bapt. at · S. 20 Dec., 1655. Perhaps she 
marrd. Hugh Vincent. [See will of her brother 
Thomas]. 

c. Elizaheth, hapt. at S. 7 June, 1660; burd. there 
12 Dec., 1661. · 

The wills of William and Thomas follow :-_:_ 
WILL OF WILLIAM GRATWICKE, OF SHERMANBURY, 

GENT. 
Dat. 24 Oct., 1677. Be it known &c ., that I , William G., of 

Shermanbury, Gent., now going t o sea in the good ship" Expecta-
tion,'' have constituted , &c., 1uy brother Thomas G., of Covent 
Garden, mercer, my Attorney t o obtain from the Treasurer of 
H.M. Navy all sums due to me, and in case of my death I bequeath 
all to my said brother and make him sole Exor. Prd. by Exor. 
18 Mch., 1678. [P.C.C., 32 King]. 

WILL OF THOMAS GRATWICKE, OF LEATHERHEAD, 
CO. SURREY. 

Dat. 13 Nov., 1713. To John G., of Gervais, Esq., and William 
Roberts, of St. Margaret 's, Westminster, goldsmith., my lands, &c., 
called Sweethill and Woollers, in Ashurst, on trust to the use of 
cousin Mary Buckeridge , wife of Baynbrig Buckeridge; of St. Giles 
in the Fields, rem.r. to her daurs, ramr. to her sons, rem.r. to William 
French als. Westridge, of St. Margaret 's, Westminster, wood-

30 So the R egrs., but the license at the Faculty Office gives the n ame as 
Geering. " 5 Nov., 1680, Thomas Gratwicke, of St. Paul's, Covent Garden , 
Middx., Baehr., 24, and Mrs. Mary Geering, of Sherma,n Bury, co. Sussex, 
Spr., 23, at her own disposal, at Sherman bury or Cowfold.'' 
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monger, and his hrs. To brother John G. my annuity of £20 
issuing out of his estate of Shermanbury, which I purchased of the 
children of my uncle Richard G. To sd. brother J ohn £200. To 
nephew John Vincent my annuity of £14, but, if my brother Hugh 
Vincent37 is living at my death, he is to covenant with him to take 
it to his own use. To sd . nephew J. V. £200. To cousins Eleanor 
Holney, Sarah, widow of Randolph Tutte and Mary Holney £50 
each, and to each of the daurs. of the sd. Sarah Tutte £50, and 
£100 to her son . T. To cousin John G., of Gervaise , £100. 
To cousin Judith Madgwick, wife of Henry M., my share of annuity 
of £12 in the exchequer. To Thomas M., my godson, son of Henry 
M. , £50. Vmds at Chillham, Kent. , to cousin William Robert~, 
and William French, on trust to sell same and pay £100 to Mary, 
eldt. daur. of sd. William F. ; half the remainder to each of sd. 
trust3es. To brother John G. my chariot, harness and horses. 
To nieces Ann G. and Mary Cheal all residue, they to be Exces. 
but to pay £24 to John Ward for life . To Sarah Bekington £20 . 
To be burd. in Shermy Ch. yard . Codicil :-Dat. 24 June, 1718. 
To Sarah B. a further £80, and £5 to her mother Mary Bekington. 
Prd. by Ann Gratwick als . Lintott, now wife of Thomas L. , and 
Mary, wife of John Cheale, the Exces ., 14 Dec., 1719. [P.C.C., 234 
Browning]. 

,JORN GRATWICKE, the eldest son, inherited Sher-
man bury and presented to the living in 1677, 1706 and 
1711. He was overseer to his gr.-mother's will 1681, 
and trustee to his father-in-law, John Holney, in 1689, 
and to John Holney, physician, in 1706. He marrd. 
at S. 9 Nov., 1671, Anne, one of the daurs. and cohrs. 
of John Holney, of Henfield, Gent., and she had 
leasehold lands called'' Woolvely,'' in Henfield, under 

"
7 I do not know how this relation ship arose. P erhaps this Hugh ma rrd. 

tes tator 's sist er, Anne ; but there is a li cense at Lewes, 15 June, 1676 . f0 r a 
marriage. between H ugh Vincent and Mary P eckham, of Henfie!d W ill of 
J ohn Vincent, of Sher rn an bnr y, E sq. :-" D '1t·. 27 Feh., 1719. To wife Mary 
[John Vincent and Mary Cheale , md. at Henfiel:i, 1707] for life, land> in 
Oving, se ttled on me in lieu of £200 after death of my father Hugh V. ; a lso 
' Furrs Lands,' in vVoodmancote; also an annui ty of £ 14 le ft me by Thom as 
Gra twicko, late of Chiches ter , Esq ., after my father' s death; rcmr. in 
e ach case to my bro ther Richard V. \ ¥ ife E xecx. Prd. 4 Mch., 1724. 
[Lewes A 51, 367] . 
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her father's will. :i& Mr. G-ratwicke died in 1724, and 
was buried at S. on 13 Dec. His wife survived and was 
burd. there 14 Aug., 1727, in which year a piece of 
plate was given, in her name, to the Church at Sher-
manbury. [See its description in S.A.C. liv., 257]. 

WILL OF JOHN GRATWICK, OF SHERMANBURY, EsQ. 
Dat. 14 Mch., 1720. Body to be burd. privately by Anne Lintott, 

my Execx. To poor of S. £5. To friends and kinsmen Henry 
Lintott, of Henfield, Gent., Philip Cheale, of Uckfield, Gent., John 
Lintott, of Cowfold, Gent ., and John Vincent, of Sh.ermy. , Gent., 
my manor of Sherm.y. and my capital messge . called Shermanbury 
Place, with the land , watermill, ponds, floodgates and water courses ; 
also all the house and land formerly purchased out of the manor of 
Ewhurst for a way to the sd. messge; and also the advowson of 
the Par. Ch. of S. , situate in Shermy., Henfield , Cowfold, Slaugh.am, 
or elsewhere in Sx.; also my 2 messges . and lands in Shermy. and 
Cowfold, called Lidford and Old · Park, in trust, to permit my 
Execx. to present a clerk to the Par. Ch. of S. as often as void, and 
to have rents , &c., of sd. lands, and in default of disposal by her 
then to my daur. Mary. Trustees to pay out of rents, &c., of 
Lydford and Old Park mortgage of £400 to Thomas Gratwick, 
also abt. £450 to my now wife and the yearly rents of £27 to Mr. 
John Cheale during life of sd. wife, she to have sd. £27 if she 
relinquish her right to certain lands called Woolvely; also £400 to 
my Execx. Daur. Anne sole Execx. Codicil : Execx. to pay my 
wife £60 and 20/-, each to all my servts., and to all Mr. Lintott 's 
servts . ·living in my house. Witns. Philip Cheale, &c. Prd. 8 

'" Will of John Holney, of Henfield, Gent. : " Dat. 19 Dec., 1 J as. II. 
(1685) . To be burd. with my wife. To John Holney, of Lewes, and J ane, 
his wife . . . . .To daur. J ane, w. of John Alchorne, Gent., £100 at her 
husb'd' s death. Her son John and daurs. Mary and J ane, £100 each. To 
William A., another son, £200 (all under 21 ). To sons-in-law John G., 1f 
Shermy., Esq., and John Stone, of Rusp Jr, Gent., lands in Beeding on trus t 
to educate sd. Willia m A., until E lizabeth and Mary (daurs. of Mary, m y la te 
daur., wife of John G., of Jarvis, E >q. ), arc 21, then :! to each; if both die, 
then to John G. , the only son of sd. daur. Mary. To my daur. Anne, w. of 
John G., of Shermy. , lea5ehold called Woolve ly, in B enfield, remr. to her 
children . To Anne and Mary, their daurs., £100 each. To Elizabeth , Mary, 
H enry a nd William, childrn. of my daur. E llenor, w. of John Stone, £400 . 
£100 out of interest thereon to eldt. son John Stone. To daur. E llenor £ff. 
To John G. , son of daur. Mary, £10 to buy a horse at 18 yrs. To god daur. 
Mary (daur. of m y y'ges t daur. Sarah, w. of Philip Cheale, Gent.), my best 
silver tankard. R esidue to daur. Sarah, Execx. Overseers, sons-m-law, 
John A., J ohn G., of J arvis, John G., of Shermy .. John Stone. Witns .. Ann 
Cheale, W illiam Holncy, J ohn Roberdes, &c. Codicil :-Dat. 8 Ap., 1689. 
£50, instead of £5, to daur. Ellenor, w. of J ohn S. To gr.-childn. John, Sa_rah 
and William, childn. of my Execx., £5 each. vV1tns. :-John Gratw1ck. 
Prd. 2 Dec., 1689. [Lewes A 39, 73/5] . 
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Mch., 1724, by Anne, wife of Thomas Lintott, -Gent. , the Execx. 
[Lewes A51, 275]. ' 

Of his two daurs. and cohrs., the elder.39 

ANN, bapt. at Shermy. 8 Nov., 1675, marrd. the:re, 
28 May, 1719, Thomas Lintott, of \Vallhurst, in 
Cowfold, and carried Shermanbury to her husband. 
He was burd. at Shermy. 20 Jan., 1729, and she 
on 27 Feb., 1743. It was this lady, then a widow, 
to whom the letters, printed in Vol. xxii. of our 
collections, were addressed ; but the genealogical 
particulars there given are incorrect. Sherman-
bury descended to their only child and heiress, 
Cassandra Gratwick Lintott, the '' Miss Cass '' 
of the letters, who married Henry Farncombe, of 
Patcham. By him she, too, had an only child 
and heiress, Cassandra Lintott Farncombe, who 
married John Challen; and their gr.-daur. became 
the wife of Henry Hunt, Esq. At Mrs. Runt's 
death, the property was, in 1876, sold by auction 
and purchased by Mr_. Copestake. 

MARY, the younger aaur. and coheiress, was baptd. 
at S. 14 May, 1677, and married40 there, 25 June, 
1713, John Cheale, Esq., son of Philip Cheale, of 
Shiprods, in Henfield, Gent. He (bapt. at H, 
25 Mch., 1684), died, aged 44, 17 July, 1727, and 
was burd. at Henfield. She died 27 Nov., 1741, 
aged 64, and was burd. at Shermanbury. There 
is a monument to them in Henfield Church. [See 
Peel. of ChP- le in '' Fragmanta Genealogica,'' 
Vol. vii ., p. rr5]. 

""There was a son, William, bapt. at S. 14 Aug., 1674, and burd. there 
11 Ap., 1683. 

• 0 A deed dat. 19 and 20 June, 1713,forming part of her marriage covts. 
is printed in " Fragmenta Genealog1ca, " vii., 108, together with facsimiles 
of her signature and that of her husband. She spells her na me without the 
final "e, " and it is so spelt in the body of the deed : hut in an c-arl ier one 
dat. 12 and 13 Ap., 1686 rrbid , p. 106]. where a facs imile of her fat her's 
signature and sea) is given, it is sp elt with the final " e " in the deed, though 
his signature, which has a rather complicated flourish appear; to be without 
it. 



I William Gratwicke -
of Jarvis, Gent. 
Bapt. at Cowfold 
22 Sep., 1605. 

Jane, daur. of 
Edward Skinner, 
of Chailey. 
Marrd. at Cowfold 
14 Oct., 1630. 

_ William Freeman, 
of Shermanbury, 
Gent. Marrd. at 
Sherman bury 

Henry Lintott 
of Cowfold, 

Mercer. I 
I 
I 
I 

Susan, bapt. at 
Cowfold, 25 June, 
1607. Marrd. at 
Shermanbury, 3 
Nov., 1624. 

The Rev. Gregory Roberts, _ 
Rector of Shermanbury. 

Marrd. there 7 Sept., 1634. 
lst husbd. 

Tecla, bapt. at 
Cowfold 3 Jan., 
1608. Burd. at 
Sherman bury 

_ Richard Chaloner, 
Gent. Marrd. at 
Horsham in Hi54. 

2nd husbd. 

Thomas Dunstall, -
of Shermanbury, 
Yeoman. 

Anne, bapt. at 
Cowfold 15 San., 
1617. Marrd. 
at Shermanbury 
12 July, 1636. 

Charles Sharpe, -
of Nuthurst, 
Gent. 

Jane, bapt. at 
Cowfold, 3 Mch., 
1615. Marrd. at 
Shermanbury,12 
July, 1636. Died 28 Oct., and 

burd. at Cowfold 
29 Oct., 1636. 
Will 1636(Lewes). 
Inq. P.M.17 Jan., 
12 Charles. lst 
husbd. 

(Visn. 1664). 
-, 

William Gratwicke, 
of Jarvis, Gent., bapt. at 
Cowfold 15 July, 1634. Burd. 

there 20 Aug. 1670. Will 
1670/ 1 (Lewes). 

(Visn. 1664). 
21 May, 1638. 

2nd husbd. 

Anne 
Burd. at Cowfold 

16 Sept. 1663. 
lst wife, 

John Gratwicke 
of Jarvis, Gent. 
Bapt. at Cowfold 
15th Dec., 1636. 
Burd, there llth 
Nov., 1696. 

1' 

- Mary, daur. and cohr. 
of J ohn Holney, of 
Henfield, Gent, burd. 
at Cowfold, 5 Mch., 
1680. 2nd wife. 

9 Jan., 1701. 

I 
John Robert.s. 

(Elizabeth) Elizabeth. 
3rd wife. Bapt. at Cowfold 6 Aug., 1631. 

1 
Thomas Gratwicke · · 

of Cowfold and Shermanbury, . 
hurd. at Cowfold 27 Dec., 

1679. 

Jane, bapt. at Cowfold 27 Aug., 
1633. (Marrd. at West Grin-
stead 10 Jan., 1664). 

········································: 

I 
Anne. 

Richard Madgwick- = Anne, born 4th, and 
of Fittleworth, Gent I bapt. at Cowfold 16 

Sep., 1663. Marrd. 
there 21 May, 1691. 

William Gratwicke. 
Bapt. at Cowfold 
29 Apl.,and burd. 
30th Apl., 1674. 

J ohn Gratwicke, of J ervis, 
Esq., and aftds. of Chich-
ester. Born 8th, and bapt. 
at Cowfold 30th Apl.,1677. 
Burd. there 24 Jan., 1720. 
M.I. Will 1720/ 1. 

Edward Batten -
of Lambourn, Berks . 

Elizabeth . 
Bapt. at Cowfold 22 Oct. , 
1668. Marrd. there 24 Feb., 
1695. 

Mary, 
of J arvis, and aftds. of 
Windsor, co. Berks. Bapt. 
at Cowfold 25 Mch., 1672. 
Died 17 May, aged 54, and 
burd at Cowfold 26 May, 
1726. M.I. Will 1726 

Jane. 
Ba pt. at Cowfold 17 July, 167 5, 
and burd. there 5 Sept., 1680. 

I 
John Madgwick = 

of Jarvis, Gent. Died 7th I 
Nov., 1727, aged 35, and I 
burd. at Cowfold. M.I. I 

Anne, daur. of Thomas Ives 
of Cuckfield. 

1' 
I 

Thomas Gratwicke 
of Shermanbury, Gent. Bapt. 
at Cowfold, 28 June, 1622. 
Burd. at Shermanbury 14 
Aug., 1664. Will 1664 

(Lewes). (Visn. 1664). 

I 

Anne 

John Gratwicke 
of Shermanbury, E sq. 
Patron of living, 1677, 
1706, 1711. Burd. at 
Shermanbury 13 Dec. , 
1724. Will 1720-24/5. 
(Lewes). 

Anne, dr. and cohr. 
of John Holney, of 

H enfield, Gent. 
Marrd.at Sherman-
bury 9 Nov., 1671. 

Burd. there 14Aug., 1727. 

i 
William Gratwicke. 

Bapt. at Shermanbury 14 Aug., 
1674. Burd, there 11 Apl., 

1683. 

I 
William Gratwicke. 

of Shermanbury, Gent., R.N. 
Born 16th and bapt. at Sher-
manbury 30 May, 1654. Served 
on H .M.S. '' Expectation .'' 
Will 1677-8. (P.C.C.) 

Thomas Lintott 
of Wallhurst, in Cowfold, and 
of Shermanbury, j. ux., Gent. 
Burd. at Shermanbury 20 

J an ., 1729. 

H enry Farncomb 
of Patcham. Died 14 Sept., 
1757, aged 37, and burd. at 
Shermanbury. M.I. 

John Challen 
of Shermanbury, j. ux. 
.Patron of Shermanbury 1786" 
Died 4 Nov., 1794, aged 57, 
-and burd. at Sherman bury . 

M.I. 

I 

(P.C.C.) 

I 
Thomas Gratwicke 

of Leatherhead, co. Surrey, 
and aftds. of Chichester, Gent. 
Ba pt. at Sherman bury 5 May, 
1657. Burd. there 11 Nov., 
1719. Will 1713/ 9. (P.C.C.) 

Ann, eldr. daur. and coheiress. 
Bapt. at Sherrnanbury 8 Nov., 
1675. Marrd. there 28 May, 
1719. Burd. there 27 F eb ., 
1743. Will 1738-45 (Lewes). 

I -Cassandra-Gratwick, only child 
and heiress. Priv. bapt. 18 
May, and admd. to Ch. at Sher-
manbury 5 June, 1722. Marrd. 
there 11 June, 1744. Died, 
aged 32, and burd. at Sherman-
bury 28 Feb., 1755. M.I. 

1' 

I 
Cassandra-Lintott, only child 
and heiress. Priv . b upt. 18 
Apl., and admd. to Ch. at Sher-
manbury 23 May, 1745. Patron 
of Shermanbury 1762. Died 
23 Apl., 1829, aged 85, and 
burd . at Shermanbury. M.l. 

I 
Thomas Graiwicke _ 

of Potters, and 
aftds. of Aldgate, 
London, cord-
wainer. Ba pt. 
at Cowfold, 14 
May, 1667. Will 
1692-3. (P.C.C.) 

Mary. 

Sa:rah 

Hester. 

(P.C.C.) 

Bapt. at Cowfold l 7th and 
burd. there]l9th Apl., 1678. 

I 
John Gratwicke _ 

of Cowfold, [car-
penter. Burd. 

there 16 F eb., 
1720. 

William Gratwicke. 

Mary, daur. of 
Harland, of 
Marrd. there 
1687. 

Cowfold. 
2 Feb., 

Thomas Gratwicke. 

I 
William Gratwicke. 
Bap. at Sherman-
bury, 2 Mch. 1674, 
and burd. there 27 

May, 1677. 

Sarah. 

I 
Elizabeth. 

Bapt. at Sherman 
bury 28 Ort. 

1672 

Anne. Ba pt. at Cowfold 1 Oct.and 
burd. there 24 Oct., 1691. 

Bapt. at Cowfold 13 Sept., and 
buried there 11 Oct., 1689. 

Livg. 1726. Bapt. at Cowfold 
14 Sep., 1701. 

Bapt. at Cowfold 3 
Oct., 1696. 

i 
Mary, dr. of . . Goring. 
l\farrd. at Shermanbury 9 Nov., 
1680. Burd. there 5 Nov., 

George Gratwicke. 
I 

Elizabeth. 

1716. 

Bapt. at Shermanbury 27 F eb., 
1661. Burd. there 2 June , 

1666. 

Bapt. at Sherrnanbury 
7 June, 1660. Burd. 
there 12 Dec. , 1661. 

John Cheale 
of Shiprods, in Henfield, Gent. 
Bapt. at Henfield 25 Mch., 
1684. Died, aged 44, and 
burd. at Henfield 17 July, 
1727. M.I. Will 1723-7. 

(.P.C.C.) 
1' 

I 
Mary, g. gr. daur. and coheiress. 
Bapt. at Shermanbury 14 May, 
1677. Marrd. there 25 June, 
1713. Died, aged 64, 27 Nov., 
1741, and burd. at Sherrnan-
bury. M.I. at H enfield. 

I 
Anne. 

Bapt. at Shermanbury 
20 Dec., 1655. 

I 
Cassandra 

(Md. at Warnham 
Abraham Freeman 

12 May, 1670 ?) 

2 
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William Gratwicke 
of Hollington. Will 
1558-1559. (P.C.C.) 

Johan 

r--------------, 

John Gratwicke 
of Jarvis, in Cowfold. 

Will 1558-60 (Lewes). 

Johan, Mary, 
w. of Richard James. w. of John Grevett, of Droxford, 

~ Rants. 

J an e 

James Gratwicke- ~ J oane • . . , 
of Cowfold and Seaford. I Burd. at Horsham, 13 Jan., 
Will 1532 (P.C.C.) = 1551/2. 

Thomas Gratwicke 
of Seaford. Died 12 Jan., 
1558/ 9. Will 1558-9 (Lewes). 
Inq. P.M. 29 Apl., 1 Eliz. 

1' 
* 

Roger Gratwicke. 

Annes R oger Gratwicke 
of Sullington. Died 19 Aug., 
1570. Will 1570 (Chichester). 

Inq. P.M. 20 Sep., 1570 

Mary · E lizabeth. A lice. J ane 
w. of L'.Lngford 

1' 
** 

John Gratwicke. Charlotte. Joane. Alice. Richard Gratwicke 
of Ringmer. Will 
1587-8. 

Margery Poree!!. • 
Marrd. at Cowfold 8 June, 1561. 

Stephen Gratwicke 
of Albourne. Will 
1596. 

Will 617(Lewes) . 
Thomas Gratwicke 

of Cowfold. Lawsuit 1597 . 
Burel. at Cowfold 12 Apl., 
1616. Admon. 4 May, 1616. (P.C.C. ) 

I 
Richard Gratwicke. 

Henry Gratwicke, 
of Albourne . Bapt. 
at Cowfold 2 .Jan., 

1562. Admon . 
16 Dec., 1631 

(Lewes). 

I 
Mary. 

William Gratwicke. 
Bapt. at Cowfold 18 May, 

1568. 

(Lewes). 

Stephen Gratwicke. 
Bapt. at Cowfold 6 Aug., 

1572. 

I 
John Gratwicke. 

Richard Gratwicke. 
Rapt. at Cowfold 5 Jnne 

1575. 
Burd. at Albourne 8 May, 

1617. 

Lettis. 
Bapt. at 
Cowfold 

4 Feb., 1564. 
W. of 

Young. 

Anne. 
W. of Thomas Fur-
longer, of Albourne. 

I I 
Anne. Jane. 

(Lewes). 

Mary. 
Burd. at A l-

baurne 
30 Jan 1631. 

John Gratwicke=Elizabeth, dr. a nd 
of Jarvis and cohr. of William 
Shermanbury . Comber, of Sher-
Burd. at Cow- manoury, Esq. 
fold 8 Nov., Burd. at Cowfold 
1642. Will 6 Feb., 1677. 
1642 (P.C.C.) Will 1681. 
(Visn. 1664) . (Lewes). 

(Visn. 1664). 

Elizabeth. 
Burd. at 

Cowfoldl3 
Mch.,1615. 

l st wife. 

Thomas 
Gratwicke 

of Eastlands, 
in Cowfold. 
Will 1646-8. 

(P.C.C.). 

-1-~ 

Joyce, relict of 
John Michell. Md. at 
Cowfold 22 Dec., 1617. 
Burd. there 25 Ap. , 
1625. 2nd wife. 

Thomas Gratwicke 
of Hurstpierpoint 
Bapt. at Cowfold 
8 Mch., 1608. 

Bridget John Gratwicke 
of Shermanbury. Bapt. at 
Cowfold 5 Feb., 1611. Burd. 
at Shermanbury 28 Ap., 1666. 

Mary Elizabeth 
I>urd. atCowfold, 
23 Dec., 1659. 

l st wife. 

Richard Gratwicke 
of Eastlands. Bapt. at Cow-
fold 27 Dec. 1614. Burd. 
there 23 Sep., 1681. Will 
1680-1 (Lewes). 

Anne Elizabeth. 
William Gratwicke 

of Horsham. Bapt . 
at Cowfold 1 Nov., 
1619. 

Will 1679 (Lewes). 

Richard Gratwicke 
Bapt. at Cowfold, 7 May, 1610. 
Burd. there 14 May, 1616. 

Roger Gratwicke . 
Born 11 June. Bapt. at Sher-
manbury 6 July, 1654 

Elizabeth 
lst wife 

Will 1666 (Lewes). 

John Gratwicke. 

Richard Gratwicke, 
of Shermanbury, 
Gent. Bapt. at 
Cowfold 15 Aug., 
1619. Burd. at 
Shermanbury 21 
Jan., 1681/2. 
Will 1681/2 

(Lewes) . 
(Visn. 1664) . 

Thomas Gratwicke. 
Bapt. at Shermanbury 8 Oct., 

1660. 

Thomas Gratwicke. Elizabeth. 

Anne 

E lizabeth. 
Bapt. at Cowfold 16 J an ., 1650 . 
Burd. there 1 Sep., 1659. 

Richard Vincen t . 

2nd wife. 

Thomas Vincent 
of Cowfold, Gent. 

Mary 

Thomas Gratwicke. Ockenden Gratwicke. 

Bapt . at Cowfold 3 May, 1607. 

Mary. 
iIBorn 20 Ap., and bapt. at Cow-
fold 10 May, 1655. Marrd. 
there 16 June, l670. 

Henry Gro.twicke . 
of Horsham. 

2nd wife. Bapt. at Cowfold 10 Dec., 
and bur.d. there 

Bapt. at Cowfol!i 27 Mch., 1614. 
J ohn Hodsoll 

of Sherrnanbury, Gent. Md. 
at Cowfold 28 June, 1617. 
Will 1628 (P.C.C.) l st husbd. 

Elizabeth 
Died 14 

May, 1676, 
aged 

75. Will 
1671-6. 

(Croydon 
Peculrs.) 

William Hodsoll, of Ash., co . 
Kent, Gent. Bapt. at Ash, 27 
July, 1588. Died 31 Dec., 
1663. Will 1663/ 4 (P.C.C.) 

I 
Patience. 

Burd. at Shermanbury, 
22 Ap. 1672. 

Elizabeth. 

Anne. 

, . 
Judith. 

Bapt. at Sher-
rnanbury 29 
Aug., 1664. 

(Qy. wife of 
Henry Madg-

wick ?} 

Temperance. 
Bapt. at Shermanbury 

18 July, 1667. 

12 Dec., 1620. 

I' 
r 

Henry Hodson. 

William Hodsoll. 
Bapt. at Ash, 9 Jan., 

1642/3. 

Edmond Hodsoll, 
. of St. Mary Cray, 

Kent. 
Died 4 Aug., 1711, 
aged 71. Will 
1710-11 (P.C.C.) 

Elizabeth, dr. of 
Thomas Stone-
house, Citn. and 
Apothecary of 

London. 

Jane. 
Bapt. at Ash 25 Ap., 

1633. 

Ellen. 
Bapt. at Ash. 9 Sept., 

1630. 

Susan. 
W. of Richard 

Woodden. 

2nd husbd. 

Margaret. 

Anne . 



* I 
I 

I I 
Richard Gratwicke Anne Sir William Gratwicke, Kt. 

of East Malling, and aftds. of 
Tortington. Died 12 Apl., 
1613. Will 1613 (P.C.C.) 
Inqn. P.M. 1 Jan., 11 Jas. 

Margery, daur·. of William Lee, 
of Curham, par. of South 
Mimms, co. Hartford. Will 
1638 (P.C.C. and Lewes). 
(Visn. 1634). 

I I 
2 daughters. 

William Gratwicke 
of Tortington, Esq. 

(Visn. 1634). 

I 
William Gratwicke 

of Tortington, Esg. 
Will 1664-6 (Chichester). 

I 
Roger Gratwicke, 

of Tortington. Died 
25 July, 1596. Brass 

in Tortington Ch. 
Will 1596 (P.C.C.) 

Inq. P.M. 26 Aug., 38 
Eliz. 

I 

= Amphilis,y'gest 
j daur. of Sir 

Benjamin 
Tichborne, 

of ! Tichborne, 
Bart. 

(Visn. 1634). 

I 
' :Frances. 

Died 4 Apl., 
7 Chas. Inq. 
P.M. 7(June 

follg. 

Mary 

Edward Gratwicke 
of Itford, par. Bedingham. 
Died 28 Nov., 22 J as. Will 
1625-6 (P.C.C.) Inq. P.M. 
14 Sep., 2 Chas. lst husbd. 

(Visn. 1634). 

I 
Mary. 

Born 19 Dec., 
1625. 

Richard Pagett 

I 

Frances, daur. of= 
John Morris, of 
London, Gent. 

(Visn. 1634). 

I 
Abigail. 
Marrd. at West-
minster Abbey, 
23 Sept., 1656. 

(Visn. 1634). 

Lyming Dickenson, of St. 
Martin's-in-the-Fields, London, 

Esq. 
2n'd husbd. 

Francis Gratwicke 
of Tortington, Esq. Will 1670. 

(P.C.C.) 

Barbara Venables. 
Admon. 12 Feb., 1669. 

(P.C.C.) 

Elizabeth, daur. of 
Philip Gratwicke, of Ham 
and Bedingham. Mar. Lie. 
I Feb., 1612/3. (See below). 

lst wife. 
(Visn. 1634). 

r- I 

I 
Roger Gratwicke 
of Seaford, Esq., 
M.P. for Hast-
ings 1645. Will 
1653-5 (P.C.C.) 

l st husbd. 
(Visn. 1634). 

I I 
Margery. Elizabeth. Jane. 

(Visn. 1634). Marrd. Richard 
Sugar, of New 

Shoreham, Gent. 
Mar. Lie. 31 Oct., 
1620. (Visn. 1634). 

Marrd. Richard Morris. 
of London, Gt. Mar. 
Lie. 20 Nov., 1632. 

(Visn. 1634). 

I 
Oliver Weekes Elizabeth. 

I 

Mary. 
(Visn. 1634) . 

Anne, daur. of -
Thomas Selwyn, 
of Friston. Mar. 
Lie. 15 Nov., 

Henry Woodcock of Seaford, 
Gent. Marrd. at Hailsham 
17 Oct., 1655.' 

2nd husbd. 
1620. 

2nd wife. 
(Visn. 1634). 

I 
Anne. 

Marrd. the Revd. John 
Haye, of Seaford. Mar. 

Lie. 29 Aug., 1636. 
(Visn. 1634) . 

I 
Margaret. 

Burd. at Seaford. Will 
1634 (Lewes). 
(Visn. 1634). 

I 
Thomas Gratwicke. 

(Visn. 1634). 

John Gratwicke. 
(Visn. 1634). 

I 
Helen. 

Admon. 22 Oct., 1622 
(Lewes). 

(Visn. 1634). 

Oliver Weekes 
Will in P.C.C. (133 Ent.) 

Philippa, daor. 
and cohr. of Sir 
Walter Raleigh, 
Kt. Will in 
P.C .C. 

I 
John Gratwicke. 

Died unmd. 

I 

I 
Thomas Gratwicke, 

of Ham. Died unmd. 21 Dec., 
37 Eliz. Will 1594-5 (Chi-
chester). Burd. at Angmering 
1 Jan., 1594/5. Inq. P.M. 26 

Aug., 37 Eliz. 

I 

I 
Philip Gratwicke 

of Ham and Bed-
ingham. Died 7 
May, 40 Eliz. Inq. 
P.M. 4 Aug., 42 
Eliz. lst husbd. 

Elizabeth Ward 
of Cowfold. 
Mar. Lie. 26 
July, 1586. 

I 

(304 Pyne) .. 
I 

Carew Weekes, Esq. 
of Tortington. M.P. for Arundel 

1702. 

* * 

John Baker 
ofAngmering. 
Mar. Lie. 2 
July, 1599. 
2nd husbd. 

John Tutball, 3rd husbd. 

I 
James Gratwicke. 
Bap. at Horsham 

8 Sept. 1583. 

I I 

I 
Richard Gratwicke,' 
of Horsham. Bapt. 
there 12 Feb. 1560/ 1. 
(Burd. there 6 Feb., 
1614/5 ?) 

I 
John Gratwicke. 
Bap. at Horsham 

4 July, 1585. 

I 

I I 
(Joane , Benjamin Gratwicke. 
Burd. at Horsham 6 Dec., 

1621 ?) Hugh Gratwicke. 

I 
Roger Gratwicke. 

Bap. at Horsham 17 Jan, 
1588/9. 

I 

Bapt. at Horsham 5 June, 1564. 

. I 
Nathaniel Gratwicke. 

Bap. at Horsham 28 Feb , 
1590/l. 

Roger Gratwicke. Hugh Keate, Gent. Anne. 
Marrd. at Angmering 

6 June, 1605. 

Mary. 
Burd. at Angmering 

2 Dec., .1603. 

Roger Gratwicke 
of Seaford, Esq. (see 

above). 

Elizabeth. 
Mar. Lie. l Feb., l Ll2/:l, 

Mary. 
, BA pt. at Horsham 8 Oct., 

1559. 

Elizabeth. 
Bapt. at Horsham 

16 Sep. 1565. 

Jane John Page 
Marrd. J ohn Wn.nnert,on. 

Susan. 
Ba pt. at Horsham :l July 

1568. Died v.p. 

Inq. P.M. 13 Apl., 7 Jas. Marrd. John Westbrook. 

Anne. 
Bapt. at Horsham 8 Mch., 

1562/3. 

Marrd. • Hatton. 

I I 
Thom us Hatton. D1rnrs. 

~I I 
A daur. Richard Page 

i 
William Page. 

I 
A daur. 

3 



DESCENT OF GRATWIOKE ESTATES. 

JARVIS (OTHERWISE WILLIAM JARVIS SEARCHES) IN CowFOLD. 
· James Gratwicke left it, by will, to son Richard, in 1532. 

Richard G., of Ringmer, sold to kinsman Roger G., of Tor.tington. 
Roger G., of Tortington, conveyed to John G., son of his cousin 

Thomas G., of Cowfold, by deed, 1596. 
John G., his direct descendant, left it by will to his nephew John 

Madgwick. 

MANOR OF SEAFORD. 

Sir William Gra,twicke·, Kt., of Tortington, purchased it from 
Richard and Sir George Snelling, and left it, by will, to his 
·son William, 1613. 

William G. sold it, by fine, to his brother Roger, 1641/2. 
Roger G. left it, by deed, to his nephew William (son of above), 

1653. 
William G. left it (probably) to his brother Francis, 1664. 
Francis G. left it, by deed, to his nephew Oliver Weekes, 1670. 
Oliver Weekes sold it by fine to Wm. Peake, Gent., 1671. 

MANOR OF BALSDEN. 

Thomas Gratwicke, of Seaford, left it, by will, to his son R.ichard, 
1558/ 9. 

Richard G. sold it to his cousin Roger G., of Tortington, by fine, 
1580/1. 

Roger G. left it, by will, to' his brother Philip G. and his son 
Roger, 1596. 

Roger G., died s.p., and it passed to his sister Anne, w. of Hugh 
Keate, Gent . 

Hugh Keate and Anne, his wife, sold it, by fine, to Sir William G., 
of Tortington, 1599. 

Sir William G. left it to his son Roger, by will, 1613. 
Roger G. left it, by deed, to his nephew William, 1653. 
William G. left it (probably) by deed to his brother Francis, 1664. 
Francis G. left it, by deed, to his nephew Oliver Weekes, 1670. 
Oliver Weekes sold it to William Coby, Gent., by fine, 1676. 

E 
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MANOR OF lTFORD. 

Roger Gratwicke, of Bullington, purchased, by fine , from Francis 
Kelleway, Esq., in 1566, and left it by will to his son Roger, 
of Tortington, 1570. 

Roger G., of Tortington, left it to his brother Philip G., of 
Bedingham, and his son Roger, by will, 1596. 

Roger, the son, died v.p., and it passed to his sister Anne, wife of 
Hugh Keate. 

Hugh Keate and Anne, his wife, sold it, by fine , to Sir William 
Gratwicke, of Tortington, Kt., 1609. 

Sir William G., left it, by will, to his son Edward, 1613. 
Edward G. left it, by will to his daurs. Frances and Mary, 1625/6. 
Frances and Mary died young, and it passed to their mother 

Frances, who remd. Lyming Dickenson. 
Frances Dickenson tram:ferred it, by fine, to John Coell, Esq., and 

Richard Pagett, the younger, in 1656. 

MANOR OF HAM (1/3RD). 

Roger Gratwicke, of Bullington, purchased it, by fine, from 
Francis Kelleway, Esq., in 1566. He left part thereof to 
his son John, with remr. to son Thomas, remr. to son Philip. 
The other portion he left to Philip direct, all by will, 1570. 

John and Thomas G., dying s.p., the whole thus came to Philip. 
Philip G., dying in 1598, it came to his 3 daurs. and cobrs., Anne, 

Mary and Elizabeth, of whom Mary died a minor. 
Elizabeth brought her share to her husband and kinsman Roger 

Gratwicke, of Seaford, at her marrge. in 1612/3. 
Roger G. sold it, by fine, to Thomas Gratwicke of Ham in 1625/6. 
Anne, the other coheiress, marrd. Hugh Keate, and sold her share 

to Humphrey (son of Thom~,s) Gratwicke, of Ham, by fine, 
in 1676. 

ToRTINGTON. 

Roger Gratwicke purchased it, by fine, from John Apsley, Esq., 
and John Browne, Gent., in 1587, and left it by deed to his 
cousin William (aftds. Sir William) G., of East Malling, in 
1596. 

Sir William G. left it to his eldt. son William G., by will, 1613. 
William G. succeeded by eldt. son William G., who waR succeeded 

by his brother Francis G. 
Francis G. left it to his nephew Oliver Weekes, by deed, 1670. 
Carew Weekes (son of Oliver) sold it, by fine, in 1706, to William 

Vincent, Gent., in 1706. 



POLING, and the KNIGHTS HOSPITALLERS. 

BY PHILIP MAINWARING JOHNSTON, 
F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A. 

PART l.-THE VILLAGE AND CHURCH. 

IT may be doubted if one in a thousand of the 
inhabitants of Sussex could say whereabouts in the 
county Poling is situated, or is, indeed, aware of its 
existence. It does not lie on a main road, and even 
the bye-roads on which the straggling village is centred 
form a cul de sac. This isolation is of very ancient 
date, and is largely due to the character of the surround-
ing country, the settlement having in the earliest times 
grown up on slightly rising ground, bordering on a 
great tract of marshland, that formed originally the 
delta of the Arun, and, at least. intermittently, was 
covered by the sea.* The place has evidently been 
inhabited from pre-historic days. There may have 
been a lake-village here two thousand years ago, 
the inhabitants of which used dug-out canoes-such 
as those that have been recovered from the Arun 
hard by-and lived on the fish and abundant wild 
fowl. Poling Decoy for wild duck is doubtless a relic 
of those far-off ages, when this swampy littoral 
swarmed with bird-life. It is not difficult to imagine 
a lake-village, built out on the piles driven into the 
deep black mud, as the original of our 20th Century 
Poling. 

We have a link with historical times in the 
British gold coin of Cunobeline, dug up in 1816 in the 
garden of the farm-house near the church, of which 

*The custumal of the estates held by t he Nunnery of Syon, Middlesex, 
in the parish of Angmering, adjoining Poling to the east, states that the 
tenants of the Nunnery were entitled to wrecks of the sea. The sea is said 
to have flowed up to Angmering and Poling Churches in the 15th Century. 
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an exact representation is figured in " S. A. C.," 
XXIX, p. 89. The obverse is without any device, 
but the reverse bears the usual rude imitation of the 
Greek chariot-horse. Just outside the parish boundary, 
to the south-east, there were uncovered in 1819 the 
foundations of one of those numerous Roman villas 
that seem to have been planted at almost regular 
intervals along this sunny sea-coaf;!t-not too close 
to the sea, for safety's sake, yet near enongh for 
practical convenience. And it is likely that in those 
days the small stream, or "rife," that forms the 
southern and eastern boundary of the parish, and is 
a tributary of the Arun, was sufficiently navigable 
to afford water carriage of materials. The shape of 
the parish is roughly an .irregular rectangle, enclosing 
about ll square mile. It has Lyminster to the west 
and south, Burpham to the north, and Angmering to 
the east; and the present sea-coast--much further 
inland nowadays than it was even in the 16th Century-
is, as the crow flies, just two miles to the south of the 
south-east corner of the parish. The northern boundary 
is formed by the ancient high road running from 
Chichester, through Arundel-two µiiles to the west-
to Broadwater, Brighton, Lewes, etc., on the east. 
There is a narrow belt of woodland bordering this 
high road, and answering to the much more extensive 
woods of the Arundel domain on the other side : and 
hereabouts bricks and tiles have probably been made 
almost continuously from Roman times. Poling 
Street runs north and south from the high road, till it 
joins a narrow road going east and west, and the 
village is dotted about the junction of these two roads. 
This east to west road is practically impassable in 
winter though it leads directlyto Lyminster, and must 
anciently have been of some importance: and on the 
eastern side it dwindles to little more than a farm 
track on its way to Angmering. Besides these, there 
is another uncertain track or causeway over the marsh, 
which crosses the " rife" on its way to the very 
ancient and picturesque hamlet of Toddington, and 
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finally conducts to Littlehampton: but a stranger 
trying to find his way from that pleasant sea-side 
resort to coy and retiring Poling, will, in nine cases 
out of ten, get bogged, or find himself cut off by the 
" rife." The remoteness of Poling is still a fact to be 
reckoned with, and the narrowness of its principal 
roads does not-- perhaps fortunately--invite the 
ubiquitous · motorist. 

Poling does not occur in the Domesday Book under 
that name, but was probably included in " Lolin-
minstre," in the hundred of Rieberge or Risberge, 
where there was a church and a water-mill. 

It may be added that the present population is 
somewhere about 200, and that for a century, at least, 
it has been the same, more or less: but possibly when 
the Knights Hospitallers settled in the parish, and 
down to the middle of the 16th Century, it was actually 
greater than to-day. The general aspect of the country 
here and in the immediate neighbourhood can have 
altered hardly at all since that period. 

Fine tall elms are a conspicuous feature here and 
hereabouts, but the landscape otherwise, save for the 
wooded hills to the north, presents few distinctive 
features. Gram meadows and rich marshland, bearing 
some of the finest wheat and root crops, occupy the 
greater part of the area of the parish. A very noticeable 
characteristic is the deeply sunk level of the lanes, 
or the great height of the adjoining fields, which, 
as is well known, marks an old inhabited country. 
This peculiarity is very noticeable in the north-to-
rnuth road. 

As to the medireval and later history of Poling 
there is not much to record. Through Roger de 
Montgomerie it pa:srnd with the earldom of Arundel 
to the Fitz Alans, and in 1244 the hundred and manor 
of Poling were allotted to John Fitz Alan. In 1381 
they were settled upon the newly founded College of 
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the summer of 1917, of a typical Saxon double-splayed 
. window in the north wall of the nave, has placed the 
pre-Conquest date of the little church beyond all 
doubt, and has added one more to our already lengthy 
list of Saxon churches in Sussex. This discovery, 
and the find a few months previously of a similar 
window in ·\iVitley Church, Surrey, which had hitherto 
been classed as belonging to the Early Norman period, 
enforce the suggestion that a scientific examination of 
others of our churches-the smaller ones, especially,-
might bring to light similar evidence of pre-Conquest 
work. 

A carefully worked out plan (Plate II.) made at the 
time of the finding of this window has made it possible 
to set down the probable dimensions of the tiny Saxon · 
church. It consisted of a nave, 24ft. 6in. oy 13ft. 2in., 
and a chancel about lOft. square. A narrow arch in 
the east wall of the nave opened into the little chancel-
just large enough to contain the altar and the mass-
priest-and this chancel was no doubt lit by two, 
or perhaps three, small windows: . the nave probably 
had three-one in each of its external walls. The north 
wall of the nave, in which the Saxon window was found, 
is about l 7ft. 6in. high to the wall plate-3ft. 6in. 
more than the width of the nave. Its height is much 
more than one would find in a small church of the 
Norman period, such as Binsted, and is in itself 
confirmatory evidence of pre-Conquest date. 

This north wall of the nave still retains on its exterior 
face the Saxon coat of tough, brownish plaster, finished 
with a t enacious lime-putty. It was the slight difference 
in colour of the plaster covering the blocked-up 
window on the outside- which some might have 
taken to be merely a weather stain-that led me 
many years ago to make a note that this patch, which 
had a roughly circular outline at the top, concealed a 
blocked window of early date.* 

*No hint of the window was visible internally , owing to the care with 
which it had been blocked-probably in the 12th or 13th Century-and 
to the fact that the walls had been re-plastered in the restoration of 1875. 
It is not a little singular th·at the window was passed over at that date. 
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Arundel. We find Sir John Caryll lord of the manor 
in 1568. Afterwards it was incorporated with Michel-
grove, and in 1828 the estate was bought by Bernard 
Edward, Duke of Norfolk. The Commandery of the 
Knights Hospitallers at Poling was no doubt originally 
endowed by one of the Fitz Ala1i.s. 

The great tithes of the parish were given to the 
Nunnery of Almanesches in Normandy by Earl Roger, 
and in H enry V's. reign they were transferred to the 
Nunnery of Lyminster, in the parish adjoining Poling 
on the west. 

In 1285 Isabella de Mortimer, widow of John 
Fitz Alan, Earl of Arundel, was, without license, 
married in the Church of Poling to Robert de Hastings, 
a nd, the lady being in ward to King Edward I., her 
dower was escheated; but afterwards it was restored 
to her on payment of a fine of £1,000. A writer in 
The Gentleman's Magazine for 1832 (Pt. I., p. 578) 
makes t he quaint suggestion that some crowned I's 
in the borders of the old glass then in the windows 
of the church represented the lady's initials ! They 
have nothing to do with Isabella, and were not earlier 
in date than the 15th Century, being, in fact, the 
initial of the Holy Name, J esus.* 

One natura.lly turns to the church for the oldest 
building in the parish ; and in this, as in other cases, 
evidence of pre-Conquest date is forthcoming. It is 
presumably the church mentioned under Lolinminstre. 

Until the other day, however, there was not con-
dusive evidence of so early a date, although to the 
seeing eye the eastern quoins of the chancel, with their 
distinctly " long and short " disposition, would suggest 
pre-Conquest work, in situ, or re-constructed. The 
discovery which I was fortunate enough to make, in 

*They occur a lso in glass of this datp in the west window of the tower 
-0f East Preston Church, a mile or two away. 
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Consent having been obtained from the courteous 
Vicar, the Rev. Arthur Dry, and the Churchwardens,. 
Lady Johnston and Mr. Penn, I set to work on July 30, 
1917, and in the course of a day or two Mr. Penn 
carefully removed the very solid blocking of flints and 
chalk from the outer and inner splays, and an almost 
perfect Saxon window stood re·vealed. (Fig. 1) . 

. 
Q 

'l 

1' ,,e _. 
~&=,.. 4'o<mle--•IUJil 'w 
-;t:>.1,;.1 c;,...4, ., ;,/'~ ..:;;J' . 
~, ~<?'YT .?- :...-v:o,. 

Fig J. 

When the line that marks the meeting of the inner 
and outer splays was reached, the upper part of the 
Saxon wooden shutter was actually found in position 
in the wide groove that the original builders had made 
for it in the rubble. (Fig 2). We managed to remove 
this fragment intact, and found it to consist of two 
rectangular boards, }in. thick, rebated together, 
measuring 8tin. and 9lin. in width respectively; 
about lOin. of which, in height, had survived, filling 
the circular head of the opening, At my suggestion, 
Mr. Penn has coated these precious fragments with 
gelatine, and hung them in a glazed frame on the wall 
below the window, where they can proudly boast of 
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being the only survival in Sussex of a veritable Saxon 
window shutter-or, to use a more exact term, a 
mid-wall slab. For it is evident that these boards were 
fixed, and that somewhere in the destroyed lower 
part there was either a small hinged panel or flap, 
like a jib door in a larger door, or efae a pierced opening 

1'· 10 ,, , 

<i'l'lrl oF .Si>.XOl'l Window. 

"" CJ2./ 

(~~~ Jl ~-', "' j" I ' 

i~~'~,,;; ; ~M:~ll'~ . v " ~~'I>Y\/,,~ 
~!~,. 
rr~r ..... ~nl" of_ _J'"--"Kon o,,,IG .F~r", 

foun?i '" rj>oJ;;/ro,,_ ,,.,._.j~" "./ ·"./J~.J'

Fig 2. 

io admit the light through a piece of thin horn or 
oiled linen nailed over the orifice. It is a remarkable 
coincidence that in the similar double-splayed. Saxon 
window just previously opened out at Witley, parts 
-of an oak mid-wall slab still remained in the groove; 
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but here the thickness was much greater--about 
3in.--'.1ncl the groove was V-shaped, the sides of the 
shutter or slab being tapered to fit the V. 

The construction of the Poling window itself is 
a lrn interesting. (See Fig. 1 ). The angles of the 

J'.E.qaoin ofCl)ClnOO. 

N . .E. .ciuoin ofCfJwcel. 
Fig 3. 

splays, both inner and outer, are formed of thin upright 
.stones, white limestone and Caen stone-two on the 
inside being 4tin. by about lft. 9in. in height-while 
the arch is only of rubble and flints, coated with buff 
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plaster, which was skimmed over the stone also, and 
the whole finished with a thin coat of lime. The sight 
size of the window opening is about 3ft. by lOin. , 
splaying out to lft. lO!in. on the outside, and 2ft. 6in. 
inside. On the right or east splay were traces of a 
figure of an angel, painted in broad, strong, red outlines,. 
quite possibly at the date of the window itself ; but 
as the Saxon plaster has been hacked to get a key for 
the blocking, the painting is hard to decipher. 

A short distance eastward of this recovered Saxon 
window, the bottom stones of the north-east quoin of 
the nave of the pre-Conquest church remain in position. 
·when the church was enlarged by the rebuilding of 
the small square chancel of the early period, the 
chancel walls were carried out to the same line as 
those of the nave, and the greater part of this quoin 
was pulled down, as stone was scarce, for re-use in 
the new work, leaving some half-dozen courses in 
position above the ground. At the same time a 
singular and most unusual thing was done. 

The north-east and south-east quoins of the Saxon 
chancel were rebuilt at the angles of the widened 
and lengthened chancel very much as they must have 
been built up originally, i. e., in lol).g and short work. 
Some of these stones are in a hard, white limestone, 
or Caen stone, like those in the SB"xon window, but 
most of them are in Quarr Abbey stone from the Isle 
of Wight, or from analogous beds on the Sussex coast 
that have long been worked out or covered by the sea. 

This stone-a freshwater Chara limestone-is found 
in all the pre-Conquest churches of West Sussex near 
the sea, such as Sompting, Bosham, Singleton,. 
Lyminster , Ford, Yapton Walberton, etc., and in one 
or two eastward, such as in the doorway preserved 
in the rebuilt church of St. ,John Sub-Castro, Lewes. 
It occurs also in Early Norman work, perhaps as spoil 
from demolished Saxon buildings, as in Chichester 

- J 
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Cathedral, Lewes Priory, etc. ; and in the pre-Conquest 
aula~ preserved in Barton Farm, Nyetimber, Pagham. * 

We must imagine the Saxon church, then, as a 
tiny building of nave and chancel, coated with white 
plaster, with a roof of reed thatch, and having four 
t.o half-a-dozen double-splayed and shuttered windows, 
with probably only one door, in its south wall. And 
so it must have remained, without alteration or enlarge~ 
ment, until the close of the 12th Century, a period 
coincident with the establishment within the parish 
of the Knights Hospitallers. 

In about 1190 the aisle on the south of the nave 
was built, 28ft. 6in. long, by 13ft. 4in., having a tiny 
chapel at i~s eastern end-probably dedicated to Our 
Lady-the piscina of which still remains. Two plajn, 
pointed arches of a single order were then pierced 
through ·the Saxon south wall. (Fig. 4). They are 
built for the most part in chalk, with a little Caen stone, 
the arches being chamfered, with stops just above 
the abacus of the column, and the impost of the plain 
responds east and west. These responds have cham-
fered angles, with characteristic stops below the impost 
and above the chamfered plinth. The imposts are 
steeply chamfered-a fashion characteristic of the 
Transition Norman period: and the same section i.s 
repeated in the abacus of the column. t The circular 
column is entirely in Caen stone, lft. lOfin. in diameter, 
tooled with a broad chisel in vertical strokes, the 
base-which is also circular-having a moulding of 
two rolls divided by a sunk flat member, and below 
this a steeply chamfered plinth, the total height 
being lft. 4fin. from the floor. The capital is character-
istic of its date, the abacus and the square upper 
member immediately beneath being planned on the 
square, but having the four angles bevelled off, so as 

*Vide paper by H. L. F. Guermonprez and the writer, in" S.A.C." XLVI., 
145. 

-[Cf. the arches that support the central tower of Witley Church, Surrey. 
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to form an unequal-sided octagon, and this dies into 
the circular plan of the shallow bell of the capital 
half-way to the rounded necking. This form of capital 
is peculiar to the last decade of the 12th Century, 
when the style was merging into the Early English. 
and other examples may be seen in the nave arcades 
of Rogate, Sussex, and of Freshwater, I. of Wight. 

We.stern oft'WO Arche.s 
roi\.i.sJe. 

Fig 4. 

One point that strikes the eye at once is the thinness 
of the arch springer at the place where it leaves the 
Capital. It is only lft. 5!in. wide on north and south 
faces, against 2ft. 4in. on east and west ; and as the 
column is lft. lOin. in diameter the effect when seen 
in elevation is more curious than elegant. Perhaps 
to meet this weakness in construction the springer 
stone is a solid block of a hard, grey grit-stone, and 
from this the arch-voussoirs of chalk radiate; the 
arches being built in the usual local fashion, of quoin 
work, filled in with rubble. This pair of plain late 
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12th Century arches may be compared wth the arcades 
at Lyminster, Rustington and Yapton. 

The font (Fig 4), which stands against the western 
side of the pillar-probably its ancient position-is of 
small circular tub-shape, in a hard greenish yellow 
grit-stone, w:th a flat projecting band or rim ; but 
half-wa,y down its . sides have been roughly chopped 
back to meet the octagon moulded stem on which it 
was mounted in the 15th Century. The Saxon bowl 
(as we may consider it to be) was perhaps mounted in 
the first instance on a thick cushion stone, and it may 
be compared with others in a group of early fonts. 
remaining in West Sussex.* 

The south doorway, with plam arch and pointed 
jambs, chamfered, and the rather large piscina in an 
oblong square-headed recess, with a circular drain, 
at the eastern end of the aisle, together with a similar 
piscina in the chancel, may be considered as belonging 
to this same late. 12th Century date as the arches of 
the aisle. A consecration cross in red was found upon 
the south wall of the aisle at the restoration in 1875 ; 
but it was not preserved : indeed, this piece of wall 
seems to have been a good deal rebuilt, though with 
the old materials. 

It should be noted that the single-light window in 
the west walLof the aisle is really a lancet of this period, 
turned into 15th Century Perpendicular externally, 
and having a drop-arch of that date on the inside; 
but its left-hand splay is that of c. 1190. (See the 

*At Burton, Bignor, Bepton, Milland, Graffham , Chithurst, Trotton,. 
Cocking, Didling, Tangmere, Selham, Fernhurst, Lodsworth, Up Marden, 
Up Waltham and Woolbeding, Littlehampton, Walberton, Yapton, Chidbam, 
North Mundham and West Wittering. It is interesting to record that the 
Saxon font at Walberton, after having been divorced from the original 
cushion-stone on ~hich it used to rest, and set up on a sort of ornamental 
flower-pot, has once more been placed upon its cushion-stones through 
the taste and zeal of the present Vicar, the R ev. Vv. J. Hunter. It may b e 
safely said that no other county in England has preserved so many Saxon 
fonts as Sussex. The early font at Clayton has vanished, but its cushion-stone 
has been found lately in the churchyard. 
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plan). Built into the south wall of the aisle is the cill-
stone of another lancet, which has belonged to an 
-0pening 6in. wide. It is cut out of a block of the 
freshwater limestone above referred to . 
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The south doorway seems to have been given a new 
internal arch of four-centred form in Pulborough 
stone, at some date iu the late 14th or 15th Century. 

In the north wall of the nave, near the western end, 
a small doorway was inserted in this period, which, 
like the west window of the aisle, has been dressed up 
in the fashion of a later style. (Fig. 5). The chamfered 
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j"ambs, with a roll and cushion stop, are in Caen stone, 
tooled with a broad chisel, except two blocks of chalk 
just below the spripging. . The elegantly moulded arch 
of two-centred form is fashioned out of exactly four 
large pieces of chalk,. ,the chamfer of the jambs giving 
place to a hollow, with a bead planted in the centre, 
.and the small label being worked out of the same 
stone. The internal arch in chalk, of segmental form, 
belongs to the later, while the jambs are those of the 
earlier period. This doorway is now blocked up, but 
the old wooden door remains in position. 

, .-

" j.t 

.. v 

Fig 6. 

In about 1380 the small Saxon chancel, which one 
may,': assume had survived till then, was pulled down, 
its long-and-short quoins being rebuilt with the 
widened and greatly lengthened chancel-an unusually 
dignified one for so small a church--that now arose. 
The east window is only medireval so far as its internal 
arch and jambs, the intersecting tracery of three 
lights dating from a repair of about 1830. * Right 
and left of this, on the inside, are . two moulded stone 

*Vide an excellent account of the church in The Gentleman's Magazine 
for 1832, Part I. pp. 577-559. 

F 
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brackets, perhaps to support a beam for the Cross and 
candlesticks, or to carry images. Their tops are about 
level with the internal cill of the window. (Fig. 6). 

In the enlargement of the chancel in the end of the 
14th Century--perhaps about 1381, when Poling 
became part of the endowment of the newly founded 
College of Arundel-part of the area of the Saxon 
chn,ncel was taken into the nave, according to t he 
evidence of the quoin remaining in the north wall~ 
the early chancel arch being entirely removed, and 
none being erected to replace it. But a rood-screen 
was set up, part of the base of which remains, much 
restored, and this being placed about 5tft. eastward 
of the western face of the Saxon chancel arch, gives 
a chancel nearly 23ft. long by 13ft. 2in. at the east, 
and 13ft. 5in. at the west. Had the chancel been 
rebuilt in the 13th Century, instead of at the date 
suggested, there would assuredly have been some 
trace of lancet windows in its walls. Such, however,. 
is not the case, and the rebuilding must therefore be 
dated from the only architectural evidence, viz., the 
square-headed two-light windows, one in the north~ 
and another, not quite opposite, in the south wall. 
(Fig. 7). At first sight these appear to be identical 
with two others inserted in the north wall of the nave. 
But on closer examination it will be found that though 
they range with them as to height they differ in detail-
such as in the sections of jambs, mullions and labels, 
in the foliation of the lights, which in the chancel 
are ogeed trefoils under a pointed sub-arch, while the 
nave windows have foliations of ordinary form. It 
would seem likely, therefore, that the nave windows 
are slightly later, say c. 1420. The plain pa;inted 
segmental internal arches are similar in all four. 
The north wall of the chancel is still coated with a thin 
plaster or mortar-dashing, continuing that of Saxon 
date that covers the north wall of the nave. In an 
old photograph in my possesion the whole of the chancel 
and aisle are shown plastered. The plaster was mostly 
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removed in 1875, and the flint and rubble of the 
walls rather obtrusively pointed. As to the windows. 
of the aisle, that in the east wall has a mullion of the 
same section as the chancel windows, while that in 
the south wall has jamb and mullion sections similar 
to those in the nave. 

.:- ..... -..... • ..... . , -. .c . .' .. ~ i; . , . · . 
.._'Cl# \,_ 

Fig 7. 

The massive low tower,* of grey flints and Pulborough 
sand-stone, was added at the west end of the nave in 
·c. 1420. It is a fine piece of work, and has stood 

*It may be interesting to quote for comparison the neighbouring towers 
of Pulborough, East Preston, Burpham, Lyminster and Angmering, and the 
central tower of Arundel. 
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admir~bly through the 500 years. The walls are 
.3ft. 6in. thick in the ground storey, and the west wall 
-0£ the Saxon nave . has been thickened by about a 
foot, and a plain pointe9- arch of two chamfered orders 
cut through. There is a pair of sturdy buttresses 
in two stages at the western angles, another where 
the south side joins the west wall of the aisle; and in 
the north is a large square stair turret, with its original 
sloping roof of stone, lit by one oblong square-headed 
loop. The only window to the ground storey is one 
of two lights with trefoiled openings under pointed 
arches, crowned by a square label. This is in the w<;ist 

F ig 8 

wall, and those in the bell-chamber are similar, one 
in each face of the tower, but the ringing-stage that 
intervenes has only two single square-headed loops, 
·One in the west and the other in the south wall. The 
floors that divide these storeys are of the original 
massive oak timbers. A string-course of unusual 
section for this period, and a parapet with angle-
ornaments and plain coping, suggest a later repair. 
Along the base of the tower is a chamfered plinth, 
projecting 4!in., and carried round the stair-turret. 
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.This plinth returns in itself on either side of the doorway 
in the west wall. The doorway (Fig. 8) is wide and 
tall, with a well-proportioned arch, struck from two· 
centres, moulded continuously with the jambs, and 
having a label of the common section. The arch and 
jamb moulding consists of three hollows, set splay-· 
fashion, the outer and inner ones carrying a bold bead. 
or roll. At the base is a plinth of slight projection. 
The stonework is Pulborough, with some Caen. The 
present doors are modern ( ? 1830), painted. The 
doorway to the turret stair, which has a nearly flat 
head, retains its original door and strap-hinges. The 
loops in the middle stage have hooks for shutters. 

Eastward of the aisle arcade a modern opening has 
been cut obliquely through the wall, destroying the 
Saxon south-east quoin of the nave, with the object 
of giving access to the vestry formed in the end of the 
aisle. This space is now used for the organ. Above 
the modern opening is the 15th Century rood-loft. 
doorway, with a flat four-centred head. There must,. 
therefore, have been a ladder or stair from the aisle 
side, and a gallery or loft before the rood, and in front 
of the screen. Besides the boarded lower part of the 
screen, pierced with quatrefoils, the font-cover is 
made up of trefoiled tracery-heads and battlementing, 
which formed, until the 1830 repairs, the open upper 
part of the screen. 

The south porch is modern-1830 Gothic, in Roman 
cement over brickwork. Within the inner doorway,. 
on the east side, is a very curious ancient poor-box,. 
rude and much patched, consisting of an oak post, 
about 2ft. high, 6in. by 3tin., tapering upwards to· 
4~·in. This bears a roughly shaped block, having two· 
shields or bosses in front, on which is mounted the 
box proper, of oak, with a six-sided lid of iron and. 
a lock of the same. On the box are cut the initials,. 
I C T 1797, and on the top of the lid, round the· 
money slot,-- RT DE H I C OF A. 

12 8 5. 
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These mysterious initials and the date refer to the 
marriage here of Isabella de Mortimer and Robert 
de Hastings. I C OF A stands for ISABELLA, COUNTESS 
OF ARUNDEL, the lady being the widow of John Fitz 
Alan. 

It is difficult to hazard a guess at the age of the box, 
though the materials of which it is composed, of more 
than one date, suggest a considerable age. It is, of 
·course, quite possible that this noble couple left a 
thank-offering for the poor of Poling, to commemorate 
their secret marriage in the church, and a poor-box, 
·Of which this is the much patched descendant, was 
made as a visible token of their bounty: but the 
letters, of course, are relatively modern-" I. C. T." 
(? Tompkins) cut them, perhaps, with his own initials 
at a repair in 1797. Anyway, it is almost the only 
ancient poor-box, as distinct from alms-chests, in 
.Sussex. 

The roofs are still in part covered with the ancient 
Horsham slabs, and are of unusually flat pit.ch-
450 in the chancel and less over the south slope of 
nave and aisle, which are continuous. They are 
underdrawn with plaster, but retain the ancient 
rafters, and those of the nave and chancel are of braced 
·collar construction. The oak tie-beams are mostly 
.ancient, and attached to them are six well carved 
oak bosses, still showing traces of colour and gilding. 
'They are, however, imported antiquities, having been 
given by Bernard Edward, Duke of Norfolk, at the 
the restoration of 1830, or thereabouts. They belong 
by rights to the beautiful oak vaulting of the Collegiate 
Church, Arundel; and it is to be regretted that when 
the late Duke of Norfolk carefully restored that roof, 
replacing the moulded ribs and the oak bosses, that 
had been preserved when his ancestor suffered the 
vaulting to fall in, these bosses were not restored to 
their rightful home. The bosses, which are about 
lOin. or llin. in diameter, and date from c. 1380, 
going west to east, are carved with (1) conventional 
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foliage, (2) roses, · (3) foliage of pointed and curled 
leaves, (4) four gilt lions" heads, with their tongues 
-0ut, making a red, cross in the centre, (5) a large rose, 
and (6) four beautiful women's or angels' heads with 
wavy hair, grouped round a rosette. (Fig. 9). 

In the east window of the chancel are some fragments 
of painted glass, which include a (?) l 7th Century 

~o~s fr~'!> A~CJ~del 
on ·a -tie-beam . 

Fig 9. 

figure of St. Paul, holding the sword of his martydom ; 
and a flaming star in a roundel between two crowned 
I's-obviously referring to our Lord. These crowned 
I's or J's occur in the super-tracery of the west window 
-0f the tower at East Preston, together with crowned 
H's. The star and initials at Poling are probably of 
15th Century date, both being yellow (silver stain) 
-On a white ground. 
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On the Caen stone-work of the south doorway are 
various scratchings, such as a votive + on each arch-
springer, a small ' scratch-dial," more votive crosses 
on the west jamb, and the initials R and L R. This 
doorway retains its hole for a closing-bar. 

No old furniture has survived the sweepings and 
garnishings of the '30's and '70's, save a good early 
l 7th Century Communion table, with baluster legs 
and carved frieze-rail, painted stone-colour, which 
now stands in the tower. 

Of the monuments, the most interesting is the half-
length brass of Walter Davy, Vicar, usually assigned 
to c. 1420. It is about two-thirds life size, and is set in 
a slab of blue Sussex marble, 4£t. 6in. by 2ft. 31n., 
and represents ·a tonsured priest, clean shaven, with 
hands joined in prayer, vested in albe, amice with 
embroidered collar, chasuble and maniple. The sleeves 
of the albe have embroidered parures at the wrists. 
Beneath is the inscription:--

1bic iacet bna 'Wlaltetua IDa"r qu'bam 
Wicar' eccle be ~oirng cut' ate p'pciet, beu'. 
The half-effigy measures 20111. by ll!in., and the 

inscription-plate, ll!iil. by 2tin. 
A blue marble slab in the chancel has the following 

· inscription, m mixed Roman" caps" and" smalls" :--.:::'. 

M. S. 
Hrn iACET THOMA(s 
BRodNAX GENEROSn s 
H urus EccLESIJE 
UICARIUS. qur OBIIT 
17 drn AuG. ANNO 
DoNI 1679 

JETATIS SulE 36 
A triangle is scratched on the l<;>"'.er part of the slab; 
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On the north of the altar is a Sussex marble slab, 
bearing a coat of arms, and inscribed to Robert 
Dunham, Vicar, 1706. Another, plain, on the south 
side, 5ft. 6in. by 2ft. 6in., may be the mediawal altar-
.slab. 

On the north of Walter Davy's brass is a plain 
stone inscribed:- -

" . . . Body of Thomas Scriven, A.M., who was 
-vicar of this Church near 15 year. . . . He liv'd 
belived (sic) and Died lamented Octo . . . the 
29th Anno Dom 1722, lEtat 56°. Near this place 
also was Buried Thomas Infunt (sic ) son of ye abovesaid 
Mr. Scriven by Mary his wife, Who Died ye 8th of 
August, 1721, Aged above 3 years. As also the Body 
of Mary his wife, She died July the . . . . . . . " 

In the nave is a stone slab to Mary, wife of Henry 
Jackson, 1757, a1id to H enry Jacksoi1, 1773, with the 
Jines:- " 

"Although we lie confin 'd with worms and dust, 
We hope in Christ to rise among t.he just." 

I have been shown a table-tomb in the churchvard, 
near the south porch, that tradition says us~·d to 
receive smuggled kegs of spirit, placed therein by 
shifting one of the slahs. 

Of the three bells in the tower, the first and second 
have the initials TW. 1617, a.nd the third is inscribed, 
BE. 1654. The Communion plate includes a Cup of 
1568. The oldest register commences in 1653. 

The situation and surroundings of the chui·ch are 
most attractive and quaint. There is no road directly 
up to it, but it is approached by paths and stiles, and 
appears to be half m somebody's back garden and half 
in somebody else's farmyard. A footpath, evidently 
very ancient, leads from the churchyar<l to Angmering. 
Around the church a.re towering elms, which frame it 
in very pleasantly from most points of veiw. 



POLING AND THE KNIGHTS HOSPITALLERS. 91 

If we take the northward lane from the church, 
:passing some pictu~esque old cottages and farm 
buildings, a walk of about half-a-mile brings us to a 
.long farmhouse, on a raised bank to the east of th_e road, 
known to the local people as " The Knight's Stables." 
It seems originally to have been an oblong timber-
framed building, placed with the ends east and west, 
to which a wing has been added at either end in the 
18th Century. On the southern side there has been a 
·deeply recessed stone-and-flint built fireplace, with a 
.small window in its western side wall, and a fine 
segmental stone arch of large voussoirs, chamfered. 
'The back of the fireplace has been roughly broken 
through, so that at first sight it is difficult to recognize 
it for what it has been. The date cannot be later than 
the 15th Century : and cut up though it is by later 
floors and partitions it is not difficult to see that 
originally this was a large hall, open to the roof. 
Probably the east and west wings only replace more 
ancient two-storied chambers at either end of this 
·open hall. There are said to be ancient foundations 
near the house. 

== 
== 
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I. ALPHABETICAL LISTS OF THE SUSSEX HUNDREDS. 

DOMESDAY. MODERN. 

55 1 Alciston P . 
40 2 Aid wick c. 
4 3 Avisford A. 

1 A vronehelle 1,41 P. 
2 Ba binrerode 32 H . 
3 Baldeslei 4 Baldslow H. 
4 Benestede 3 A. 
5 Bercham 5 Barcombe L. 

6 Battle H. 
6 Berie 7 Bury A. 
7 Bexelei 8 Bexhill H .. 

9 Bishops tone P. 
8 Boese 10 Box and Stockbridge C .. 
9 Borne · 11 Eastbourne P. 

10 Bose ham 12 Bos ham C. 
11 Bosgrave 10 C. 
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ALPHAB.ETrGAL LISTS OF THE SUSSEX HUNDREDS. 
DOMESDAY. MODERN. 

12 Bottingelle 13 Buttinghill L. 
13 Bredford 14 Brightford B. 
14 Burbece 15 Bur beach B. 
15 Coles pore 16 Goldspur H. 

17 Danehill P. 
43 18 Dean L. 
38 19 Dill P. 
33 20 Dumpford C. 

16 Edivestone 58 P. 
17 Eldritune 28 B. 
18 Eseburne 21 Easebourne c. 
19 Esseswelle 22 Shoyswell H. 
20 Estocbrige 23 Stockbridge c. 
21 Estrat 24 Street L. 
:22 Esweride 25 E. Easewrithe B.A. 

26 W. Easewrithe 
59 27 Ewhurst with Windham B. 

23 Fa'emere 69, 70 L. 
17 28 Fishergate L.B. 

24 Flexeberge 29 Flex borough P. 
25 Fol[ c]salre 30 Foxearle H. 
26 Framelle P. 
27 Ghestelinges 31 Guestling H. 
28 Ghidenetroi 56, 68 c. 

2 32 Gostrow H. 
29 Grenestede 33 E. Grinstead P. 
30 Grenestede 34 W. Grinstead B. 
31 Hai!saltede 45,46 H. 
32 Hertevel 35 Hartfield P. 
33 Hamesford 20 C. 
34 Hamfelde 64 B. 
35 Hauoches berie 36 Hawks borough H. 
.36 Henhert 37 Henhurst H. 
37 Homestreu 38 Holmstrow L. 

39 Horsham B. 
.38 Latille 19 P. 

20 Lind field P. 
1, 55 41 Longbridge P. 

39 42 Loxfield Camden P. 
39 43 Loxfield Dorset P. 

:39 Mellinges 42,43 P. 
52 44 Manhood c. 

31 45 Netherfield H. 
31 46 Nin field H. 

40 Pageham 2 c. 
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ALPHABETICAL LISTS OF THE SUSSEX HUNDREDS. 

DOMESDAY MODERN. 

46 47 Patching B_ 
41 Pevenesel 48 Lowey of Pevensey P. 
42 Poninges 49 Poynings L_ 

46 50 Poling A. 
43 Prestetune 51 Preston L . 
44 Redrebrige 52 Rother bridge A .. 
45 Reredfelle 53 Rotherfield P . 
46 Risberge 47,50 A. 
47 Ristone 54 Rushmonden P. 

55 Ringmer P .. 
48 Sill en tone 56 Singleton with Westbourne c. 
49 Suaneberge 57 Swan borough L _ 

16 58 Shiplake P. 
59 Single cross B. 

50 Staninges 60 Steyning B. 
51 Staple 61 Staple H. 

37 62 Southover L. 
52 Summer leg 44 c. 
53 Tifeld 15 

24 63 Tarring B. 
34 64 Tipnoak B. 

54 Toten ore 65 Totnore P. 
55 Wandelmestrei 1, 41 P .. 
56 Welesmere 69, 70 L. 
57 Westringes 44 c. 
58 Wi!endone 66 Willingdon P. 
59 Windeham 67 Windham and Ewhurst B. 

28 68 W<~stbourne and Singleton c. 
23, 56 69 Whales bone L. 
23, 56 70 Youngsmere L. 



C~ DOMESDAY BOOK. 95 

n: THE PHONOLOGY OF THE NAMES OF THE SUSSEX_ 

HUNDREDS IN DOMESDAY. 

The student of old forms of Sussex names who reads-
the list of Domesday Hundreds for the first time cannot 
fail to be struck by the flat and thin vocalisation their 
names present. The following statistical table will 
set the point beyond dispute:-

a occurs 23 times in 21 names. 
e 126 58 
i 27 26 
0 22 20 
ll i -I " 

205 

Out of 205 vowels in the 58 names no fewer than· 
153 are e or i; and e actually occurs in every word_ 
That the dialect of Old English spoken in the district 
from which these names were drawn was the South 
Eastern one could be deduced by phonologists from 
these facts alone. In this dialect, which is called 
.Kentish, for the sake of brevity, the .vowel e repre-
sents no fewer than twelve West Saxon vowels and 
diphthongs. It stands for w, 't , e, y, and ie, ~. e, iJ; 
and for 03 , ea and m, eu. When the history of these-
W. S. vowels and diphthongs is reviewed we find that 
Kent. e represents as many as 18 different O.E. vocalic 
sounds. 

Moreover, while on the one hand the dialectical forms 
of Sussex place-names present their own problems for 
the student of Old English to solve, on the other we 
have to appreciate the serious factors that the Sussex 
dialect was transliterated by Norman scribes and in 
several particulars was reproduced by them in a . 
conventional and incorrect way. In the Norman 
dialect of Old French, w and it had no true place ; 
the sound of sc before e or i (our sh) was inconvenient;: 
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-and th and ht were unutterable. The Old English scribes 
used the thorn-letter, and the barred d: sc. f and d. 
'They also used the Rnnic letter P for wand uu, and re-
tained the ligatures JE and ce. The Normans knew none 
of these. For d they wrote simple d, as in'' Ordinges '' 
( := W ordinges) and ' ' Achinge worde_ ' ' ( = Acinge-

worde ). For f they wrote and said t, as in '' Latille,'' 
by which fiUe (now Dill) is intended. For 0.E. c 
and k they wrote eh, and for ' re ' they were constrained 
to write a as in " Estrat " (= Strret > Street), and 
., ' Staninges '' (= Staminges > Steyning > Ste 'ning). 

Notwithstanding all this we must reject the notion 
that the dialect of Sussex was '' edited '' by the 
-Normans. Whatever degree of relevancy that notion 
may have attained to eventually, it cannot apply at 
so early a date as 1086. In the first place the Norman 
stewards who were responsible for the returns made 
under the Great Survey had learnt sufficient English 
to transaot business with the natives. In the second 
-place all natives who had attained maturity and 
·prominence by 1086 had necessarily learnt to speak 
their native language before the Norman invasion. 
Some of them, no doubt, were occupying official 
positions on the estates of the Norman lords. These 
considerations enable us to explain why, in a Norman-
French record, forty names beginning severally with 
Wa-, We-, and Wi-, retain the English W; and how 
it is that the Norman G is substituted therefor in 
·only two instances. These are '' Garneca,po '' and 
" Gorde." Init ial W is omitted three times, viz., in 
"' Odemanscote,'' '' Ordinges '' and '' Odetone.'' 
Medial w is omitted in '' Peteorde '' and '' In-ode ''; 
and it is retained in '' Niworde '' and '' Achinge-
worde. '' Consequently in 84 per cent. of its occur-
rences 0.E. w is found to have been reproduced by 
Norman scribes in compliance with English custom. 

The Normans represented 0.E. ht by st. This was 
·c<?nfusing, because the scribe had no means of deter-
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mining for himself, or indicating to others, the three 
~everal values of st, as they occur in words of the types 
of '' Bristelmestone '' and'' Estrat ''-sc. (1) ht, (2) 
casual contact of s and t, and (3) Norman-French 
idiom which demanded a vowel before initial s plus 
consonant. The O.E. h before t cannot have been 
guttural. It must have been palatal and it probably 
resembled the final g and eh of High Dutch as these 
are pronounced by educated people in Germany. 
There can be no doubt but that the Norman said s 
for O.E. palatal h. Such forms as Brismar and 
Brisnoth for Brihtmar and Brihtnoth prove this. 

The letter y does not occur in Sussex names. The 
reason for this is dialectal: the South Eastern and 
East Anglian dialects had ceased to round the lips 
when pronouncing y and f), the i-infections of i/, and it, 
long before the Conquest. In Kent this simplification 
had taken place as early as the IXth century. 

As regards diphthongs it may ~e said that they had 
almost disappeared. The extent to which monoph-
thongization had weakened the Sussex dialect is 
remarkable. The only words in our list in which 
vocalic digraphs occur are:-

Baldeslei. 
Eerie. 
Bexelei. 
Ghidenetroi. 

H ailsaltede. 
H avochesberie. 
Homestreu. 
W andelmestrei. 

The modern representative of leage in Sx. is peculiar 
to the county. When we pronouce names ending in 
-ly as if they were spelt -ligh we are not incorrect. 
The 0.E. words heah, neah and teah, are pronounced 
' high,' ' nigh ' and ' tye ' in modern English, and 
they correspond in form with leah, the ancestor of 
Sussex " ligh " (in · Whiligh, etc.). This sound had 
not been developed in Sussex in 1086 ; but its precursor, 
i in leie, lei, had acquired consonantal power, and the 
forms leie, leg, Zega, leia, were pronounced with con-

G 
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sonantal i. This gave leia and the rest the sound of 
*layya. This phenomenon is found in common words 
in Kent. and is one of the chief criteria of that dialect; 
cp. Kent. dei for W.S. dreg, our 'day,' and lyge > *lege, 
a' lie.' 

The infection of the sound of a stem-vowel by i 
or some other vowel is rather obscure owing to the 
paucity of instances yielded by the record. In 
'' A vrone,'' which responds to W.S. eaforena, we see 
o-infection rejected; cp. infra, § v., vi. In '' Bene-
stede '' we get i-infection of u > y > Kent. e; cp. 
§ix. The i-infection due to -ing occurs in *Stceninges, 
Westringes and Mellinges ; but is not found in 
Bottingelle or Poninges. 

III. GRA~MATICAL CONSTRUCTION. 

The vast majority of the names of places in England 
are made up of a common nominal descriptive in the 
locativtj case and singular number, preceded by a 
deterll/ 'native in the genitive case, either singular or 
plur3il. In the place-name '' Havochesberie,'' the 
deuterotheme is the locative case, singular number, of 
the common noun burg. The preposition ret, which 
governs the dative case and .makes ret Byrig, is under-
stood, and I am using the phrase '' locative case '' 
for the sake of simplicity. The prototheme presents 
the genitive case and singular number of the noun 
hafoc,' a hawk,' used as a man's name. This hundred 
name gives us the norm of place-names. There are 
deviations from the norm and they are readily explic-
.able. 

First, I have set a group of six names of which 1, 2, 
3 and 6 are declined in the locative case. Nos. 4 and 
.5 are not declined. 
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Secondly, there are grouped together five personal 
names in the singular number and genitive case which 
have the 0.E. stede understood. 

Thirdly, there are grouped together twelve names 
which are composed of a descriptive deuterotheme in 
the locative case, and, presumably, a common nominal 
determinative which is undeclined. 

Lastly, there may be found thirty-five names with 
personal protothemes in the genitive case, and descrip-
tive deuterothemes in the locative. Of the whole 
number of Sussex hundrec;l names in Domesday, 38 
per cent. indisputably contain a personal element. 

The forms of the genitive case are various. We get 
e, en, es, s, one and in. Of these, e has two values: 
Firstly, it represents a, the O.E. gen. pl., as in Prestetun, 
the priests' town. Secondly, it represents an or en, 
the O.E. gen. sing. of weak nouns, an inflexion which 
preserved the liquid n before d and t, and before a 
vowel; cp. Sillentone, Wilendone and Totenore. 
Thirdly, we have the genitive sing. of the strong 
declension in es, and in s after a vowel; cp. Bald-es, 
Ediv-es, Ham-es, Havoch-es, Hom-es, Wandelm-es 
and Wel-es; and Bo 's, Esse 's, Fol 's and Ri 's. 
Fourthly, we get one. This is a genitive ph ral; cp. 
Avrone for Afrona ( = filiorum). Lastly, we get the 
Alemannic in and its apocopa.ted form i. 'I'hese are of 
great importance and significance; cp. my article 
contributed to our' Collections' for 1917, Vol. lix. 
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IV. AN ANALYSIS OF THE DOMESDAY NAMES OF THE 

SUSSEX HUNDREDS. 

§i. Monothemes in 
the locative .; 

~ u . .,. :;:; .::: .; ~ £ 
.; I Beri- e .... 

';:'. .; ~ .,,; .., .., ... c .,,; .s .s .s .s .s 2 Boes- e 1l 
<!) ..... 

..r:::: "' 0 ..... <!) 

> 3 Born- e 0 ·c;; .... 
"' : : : : <!) .... <!) .0 

00 "' 4 Estrat E .0 "' s 0 " p.. z " 5 La till- e z ci .c Q 'ti .; ....:. 
-:. 6 Stapl- e 

§ii. Uncompounded Patronymics in the 
possessive 

i Gheste ling- es 

ii .. Melling- es 

iii Poning- es 

iv Staning- es 

v Westring- es 

§iii. Undeclined 

I I 
I I §iv. Deuterothemes 1 

Proto themes in the locative 

7 Be re- ham I 32' 

8 Bred- ford 30 

!l Bur- bee- e 20 

10 Es toe- brig- e 23 

ll Fram- fell- e 211 

12 Grene I sted- e 41 

13 Ham. feld- e 28 

Hen-
! 

14 

I 

hert 34 

15 Red re- I brig- e 23 
I 
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AN ANALYSIS OF THE DOMESDAY NAMES OF THE SUSSEX 

H UNDREDs-Continued. 

f. a. b. c. d. e. 

16 Red re- fell- e 

17 Summer- leg 

18 Ti- feld 

§v. Protothemes in the possessive 

vi. Avr- one hell- e 

vii Bab- in rod- e 

Vlll Bald- es lei 

ix Ben- e sted- e 

x Bex- e lei 

xi Bos- e ham 

xii Bo- s grav- e 

xiii Botting- [e] hell- e 

XIV Col- e spor- e 

xv Edin- CS ton- e 

xvi Eldr- i tun- e 

xvii E s- e burn- e 

xviii Es- e werid- e 

XlX Ess- es well- e 

xx Fal- e mer- e 

xxi Flex- e berg- e 

xxii Fol- s air- e 

xxiii Ghiden- e troi 

XXIV Hails- a[s) sted- e 

xxv Hert- e vei 

xxvi Ham- es ford 

xxvii H auoch- CS beri - e 

101 

f. 

29 

35 

27 

33 

39 

36 

41 

36 

32 

31 

33 

40 

42 

43 

24 

49 . 

48 

37 

21 

J!) 

46 

41 

47 

30 

22 
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AN ANALYSIS OF THE DOMESDAY NAMES OF THE SUSSEX 

H UNDREDs-Continued. 

f. a. b. c. d. e. 

xxviii Hom- es treu 

xxix Pag- e ham 

xxx Pe ven- es el 

XXXl Prest- e tun- e 

xxxii Ri- s I berg- c 

xxxiii Ri- s ton- e 

xxxiv Sill- en ton- e 

xxxv Suan- e ber g- e 

XXXVI Tot- en or- e 

xxxvii Wandelm- es trei 

xxxviii Wei- es mer- e 

xxxix Wil- en don- e 

xl Wind- e ham 

f. 

45 

32 

26 . 

43 

21 

42 

42 

21 

38 

44 

37 

25 

32 
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§i. 111 onothemes in the Locative Case. 

I. Eerie. This form postulates Kent. *berige. The 
true O.E. dative and locative is byrig. * The word ·at 
first meant a small stronghold and eventually a town 
or borough. The use of the dative case as a locative 
arose from the habit of prefixing or understanding cet, 
' at,' before names of places. This preposition 
governed the dative; cp. §§ 21, 22, below. 

2. Boese. The 0.E. box, a box-tree, is a loan from 
the Latin. It represents bux-um, and u became o just 
as it did in copor for cupr-um, ' copper.' '' Boese '' 
may be regarded as the locative case, and the particular 
box-tree referred to was, no doubt, a natural feature of 
the meeting-place of the men of the hundred. 

3. Borne. The 0.E. burne means a stream, a. spring. 
·The locative case is burnan, but in Sx. -an had become 
-e. The substitution of o for u is a Norman-French 
peculiarity to which. we owe '' wolf '' and '' son '' 

. for the O.E. wulf and sunu. The Norman dialect in 
the Xlth century did not possess the sound ii at all, 
and 6 was the nearest equivalent; cp. Gaston Paris's 
preface to his '' Extraits de la Chanson de Roland,'' 
§ 25. In these extracts we find par for pour, where 
Philip de Thaun wrote pur. 

The descriptive element borne occurs in Esborne H., 
likewise Eseburne H., and in Aldingeborne, Esseborne, 
N ordborne and Wintreburne. 

4. Estrat. This form represents O.E. strwt, from 
the Latin via strata, '' the covered roadway,'' ; cp. 
0.E. nwp, '' turnip,'' Lat. nap-iim. Old French 
preferred to articulate before enunciating initial s plus 
consonant. Moreover, the Normans did not recognise 
the use of ce, and were constrained t.o substitute an 
a for that curious letter. O.E. 03 became ee in later 

*In t hese notes "K<'lnt." and "Sx." indicate-the Kentish dialect, and the 
Sussex dialect, respectively. " O.E." stands for' Old English.' 
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t . -z ' ' 1 ' ' -dz ' ' dl ' ' d -1mes ; cp. a; ee , nee , nee e, an nwp 
'' neep '' as in '' turnip,'' which suffered correption. 
K ent. yields stret for strwt. 

V\i e get a for ce in the following Sussex names :-

Staninges for St::eninges. 
Babinrode ,, B::ebinrode. 
Falemere ,, F::elemere. 
Bosgrave ,, Bosgr::eve. 
Pageham ,, P ::egeham. 

5. Latille. This means '' at La Till. '' A fill is 
a stake, board, or plank. In the VIIIth-century 
Corpus glossary tabiilata is glossed by dille. A tabula 
is primarily a board, a plank. Hence tabulata indicates 
certain things, sc. houses, covered with boards. The 
Normans could not say th, and Sussex folk have since 
preferred to say din this word. So, on one hand we 
:find Latille, and on the other Dill. The word fille 
is feminine, which accords with the prefix la. In Mr. 
Salzmann 's list of XIIIth-cent. hundred names we 
find both La Tille and Thille. 

6. Staple. This signifies cet f(J3m stapole, i.e., " at 
the pillar '' or '' steeple.'' The Norman scribe 
omitted the vocalisation before the initial s + t 
(contrast '' Estrat '' and '' Etaples '') and local 
pronunciation bad already dropped the medial e < o. 

§ii. Uncompoiinded Patronymics. 

i . Ghestelinges. All the names in this section are 
patronymics. They are severally in the genitive · case 
and singular number, some such word as stede being 
understood. The O.E. ing and ling are particles 
meaning'' son of.'' In the Old Nortlmmbrian version 
of the third chapter of St. Luke '' the son of Heli '' is 
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rendered by '' Heling '' and Seth is called '' Adam-
ing, ' ' ' ' the son of Adam. ' ' These names in ing are 
·declined as strong substantives and they make their 
possessive in ing-es. 

The suffix ling was extracted from nouns like 
-cefeling, '' son of a nobleman,'' and lytling, '' child,'' 
from lytel, '' little. '' The use of ling became common 
in the formation of nouns denoting persons ; cp. 
Wright, '' O.E. Grammar,'' § 607. It was also 
employed in the formation of patronymics ; cp. 
Brightling, Getling, Saxlingham, Bridlington, etc. 

The meaning of Ghesteling, then, is ''son of Gest.'' 
'The name of Gest appears in Domesday Book; cp. 
Ellis, list B. The more ancient form of this personal 
name is Gist; a nd we get that in Ean-gist, the name of 
-one of Alcuin 's disciples (804) ; and in Frithu-gist 
and Wulf-gist of 970 and 1130 respectively. The pure 
W.S. form is giest < *geasti. The S.E. dialect rejected 
this representation of vocalic infection and wrote 
simple e for W.S. ie. This yielded gest, '' guest,'' in 
Kent. and Sx. In Ghestelinges and ' ' Guestling ' ' the 
hand the u are inserted to maintain the hard sound of g. 

ii. JWellinges. The suffix -ing caused palatal infec-
tion of preceding guttural vowels. That is-a became re; 
.m became e; o>e; o>e; ·1't> f); it>y. Consequently 
Mellinges indicates i-infection of ce. Whether that 
vowel was long or short in the name of the forebear 
whose son handed it o to us there is nothing to show. 
'There are reasons for believing that M ellinges derives 
from *Melinges and that the etymon is Mregla. Mregl-
> M~l- > Meling- > Melling. Malling is no great 
·distance from Beddingham, the etymon of wnich is 
·' ' Bieda,' ' and this name is found in Beetling, near 
Portslade. It will be remembered that Bieda and 
Mregla were sons of Port. 

iii. Poninges. This means '' at the stead of the son 
-0f Pon,'' i.e., Pnn. This is the only _place-name in 
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our first list which has retained the -es of the possessive 
down to modern times. *Pt:ming- ought to have 
become Pyning- > Pening- ; cp. mus : mys > Sx. 
'' meece. '' They, an infection of the vowel ii, became 
e in Kent. as early as the IXth century. The name was 
spelt'' Poynings '' in the year 1294, when Michael de 
Poynings was summoned to Parliament. The local 
pronunciation is '' Punnin.gs ''; but Punnings and 
Poynings are dialectally distinct. With this spelling 
compare Barbour's spelling (in 1375) of '' Bruce '' ; 
namely, '' Broyss. '' 

iv. Staninges. This signifies '' at the stead of the 
son of Stan.'' That prototheme enters into the com-
position of a number of O.E. personal names; cp. 
Stanheard, Stanwine, Stanmrer. But Stan- in com-
position with -ing should undergo palatal infection. 
Thus Stan- made Stwning- which became Stening-
in Sx., and is represented by the medireval Steyning, 
which has undergone correption like Beddingham 
( < Bedingaham) and Reading. The Norman record 
appears to ignore the infection of the vowel of the 
etymon, but the re~son is merely scribal; i .e., the 
O.E. ce was misrepresented by the letter a; cp. Strat 
and Estrat for Street. 

v. W estringes. It would be erroneous to find the 
etymon of this word in the personal name of Wester ; 
the st is Norman here, and it stands for 0.E. ht. West-
ringes means '' at the stead of the son of Wehter.'' 
This would be the Kent. form of such a name as Wyhter. 
This postulates Middle English *Wighter and in the 
Nome Rolls for 1341 we find " Wightring " and 
'' West Wyghtryngg.'' The modern form is Wittering, 
which shews correption, according to rule. 
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§iii. Undeclined Protothemes. 

7. Bercham. This word is of doubtful meaning. 
First, if '' Bercham '' were correct, it would mean 
"the homestead by the birch-tree." In West Saxon 
a birch was beorc ; in Kent. it was biorc. The modern 
'' birch '' is ·not derived from either but comes from 
a by-form birce in which -ce = eh. 

Secondly, '' Bercheham '' (D.B. 22b, 24b) however, 
is unquestionably the true form. It yields Sx. e for 
the gen. sing. an, and the meaning is ret Bercanhame, 
'' at the homestead of Berca. '' For the personal 
name, the Alemannic Percwalt ( = Bercwald, Beorc-
wald) may be compared, and also the name of a Sussex 
priest at the Council of Cloveshoo in 803, sc. Beorcol. 

For ham, see no. 32, below. 
8. Bredford. No successful attempt has been made 

to explain this D.B. form. The correctness of its 
identification with Brightford is unassailable, and we 
will work backward from the modern form. In the 
XIIIth century the name of the hundred of Brightford 
and Tarring was ' ' Bretford. ' ' Now, has ' ' d ' ' 
become '' t '' or has something dropped out ? If 
' ' Bred ' ' ' ' Bret, ' ' are correct, we cannot explain 
'' Bright.'' In Sx. y was displaced by e, and in 
Middle English'' gh ''took the place of h before'' t. '' 
Hence we know that '' Bright '' represents Breht 
for Bryht, in accordance with rule. The Normans, 
however, could not pronounce ht, and they represented 
the . combination by st in writing, as in '' Bristel-
mestun '' an<l '' Westringes. '' Consequently Breht 
was written'' Brest.'' Now there is a curious class of 
scrihal errors which consists of misreadings of d as st 
and sc, and of st as d. This affords the explanation of 
'' Bredford ''; it misrepresents the Norman Brest~ 
ford for Sussex Brehtford, the modern Brightford. 

For ford see no. 30. 
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9. Burbece. In Mr. Salzmann 's list of the names of 
the Sussex hundreds this name appears as " Burge-
beche '' and " Burbeche. " The e between g and b 
is euphonic, and the longer name points to O.E. 
burgbece. The meeting-place of the men of the 
hundred was " at the borough beech-tree.'' 

Cp. nos. 22 and 20 for burg and bece. 

10. Estocbrige. " Estoc '' is the Norman form of 
the O.E. stoc, " stock,'' "trunk,'' " block.'' The 
second element jg the locative case of 0 .E. bricg, 
" bridge '' ; cp. no. 23. 

ll. Framfelle. " Fram,'' if we take the name of 
this place as we find it, js a frequently recurring 
personal name. Rut before b, p, and f, we are placed 
in a dilemma; the true etymon may be Fran-. Of this 
we find Frcena, Frana, Frane and Frano. 

For f elle see no. 29. 

12. Gren estede. The 0.E. CEt fcem grenan stede 
means at "the green site'' or spot. 

For stede see no. 41. 

13. Hamfelde. The O.E. CEt frXm hamfelda means 
" at the homefield.'' 

For f eld see no. 27. 

14. H enhert. The O.E. mt f rXm hean hyrste means 
"at the high hurst." The correption or shortening 
of ea is one of the many difficulties that we have no 
adequate explanation of. In personal names com-
pounded with Hean (gen. Heanes), we find the same 
phenomenon; e.g," Henrie,'' "Henulf,'' for H eanric, 
Heanwulf. 

For herst see no. 34. 
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15. Redrebrige. The O.E. CEt hrydera brycge means 
'' at the bridge of the oxen.'' In Sx. y became e, 
era was syncopated and became re, and brycge became 
bricge in West Sussex. I regard bruge, D.B. fo. 23b 
(bis) as a mistake for brige; cp. No. 23. 

16. Reredfelle. This form is a scribal one, only. 
The slip that the Domesday scribe was copying was 
compendiously written and ~, which is the com-
pendium for re, was misplaced. This slip should have 
yielded red~, but it must have presented re~ d, hence 
the scribal error. The true form would be *Redre-
felle. The O.E. CEt hrydera felde means '' at the field 
of the oxen. ' ' 

Both E. and W. Sussex were saying . hredre for 
hrydera at the time of the Great Survey. At a later 
date the prototheme appears as '' Rother.'' We get 
this in the Oxfordshire Rotherfields, and the place-
names of that county present a number of forms 
which appear to reflect Sussex place-names. It is. 
quite possible that '' Rother '' is a man's name, sc. 
Hrofhere. 

17. Summerley. As it stands this word means. 
'' Summerlea.'' But it is possible that we have a 
man's name here; sc. '' Sumari. '' Cp. '' Sumerled ''; 
and '' Suomarius,'' the name of an Alemannic king in 
the time of Ammianus Marcellinus, c. 370. 

For leg see no. 35. 

18. Tifeld. For feld see no. 27. Th<:> meaning of 
Ti is not clear to me. 
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§iv. Deuterothemes. 
19. a!re, xxii. 
20. bece, 9. 
·21. berge, xxi., xxxii., xxxv. 
22. berie, xxvii. 
23. brige, 10, 15. 
24. burne, xvii. 
25. done, xxxix. 
26. ei, xxx. (el). 
27. feld, 18, xxv. 
28. felde, 13. 
29. felle, 11, 16. 
30. ford, 8, xxvi. 
31. grave, xii. 
·32. ham, 7, xi., xxix., xl. 
33. helle, vi., xiii. 
·34. hert, 14. 

· ing- } .. . see §n. mges-

35. leg, 17 ; lei x. 
36. Ieu, viii. 
37. mere, xx., xxxviii. 
38. ore, xxxvi. 
39. rode, vii. 
40. spore, xiv. 
41. stede, 12, ix., xxxiv. 
42. tone, xv., xxxiii., xxxiv. 
43. tune, xvi., xxxi. 
44. trei, xxxvii. 
45. treu, xxviii. 
46. troi, xxiii. 
47. vel, xxv. 
48. welle, xix. 
49. weride, xviii. 

19. alre (xxii). The O.E. aler signifies an alder-
tree. Its locative case is alre; In the VIIIth-cent. 
Corpus MS. aler glosses alnus, and alneta is equated 
with alerholt. 

The modern form '' erle,'' in '' Foxerle '' exhibits 
vocal metathesis of lr. 

20. bece (9). The meaning of bece is not quite 
.certain. It may be, and probably is, '' at the beech 
tree.'' In O.E. bece is fem. and makes its oblique 
cases m -an. These are represented by Sx. -e. 

The 0.E. word also means '' beach,'' ' 1 shingle,'' 
.and it sometimes signifies the place whereon the 
shingle lies, i.e., the bank, strand, or shore. 

21. berge (xxi., xxxii., xxxv). The O.E. beorg repre-
sented an older berg, the e in which underwent breaking 
before the vocal contact rg. The word means a 
'' hill,'' and the derivative beorgan means '' to 
shelter. '' For rejection of the vocalic breaking cp. 
§iii., no. 7, W.S. beorc, Sx. berc. 

22. berie (xxvii), see no. 1, Berie. 
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23. brige (10, 15). 0.E. brycg, our '' bridge,'' 
formed its oblique cases, in the singular number, in 
brycge, and the Domesday form is in the locative. 
This form is what we expect in West Sussex where i 
represented y < u. 

24. burne (xvii). See no. 3, Borne. 
25. done, dune (xxxix). The spelling of the Norman 

scribes dominated the presentation of 0.E. dun in 
Domesday. We get Eslindone, Meredone and Raten-
done, with o for u in accord with Norman custom. 
Sx. dune only appears in Findune and Haningedune. 
0.E. ditn signifies a fiat-topped hill or down and 
dunlcendisc means '' hilly,'' '' mountainous.'' The 
locative case is ditne. 

Some philologists have assured us that dun is 
' ' Celtic. ' ' In insular Celtic dun means a st.ronghold, 
a fortress, and Celtic d postulates 0.E. t at the begin-
ning of words that had the same origin. E.g., Welch 
dwy (fem.) = O.E. twa," two "; Welch dant = O.E. 
tof (from older *tanf) " tooth " ; and 0.E. tear 
(from *teahur) " tear = Welch dagr. Hence the 
Celtic dun postulates O.E. tun, the familiar word 
which originally meant '' an enclosure.'' 

26. ei (xxx). '' Penevesel '' and '' Peuenesel '' 
have final l for i. This was dictated by the desire to 
make a pun. ' ' Peofenesei ' ' ' ' the island of 
Peofena,'' and the Norman scribe turned enesei into 
insel, thus equating *Pevi insula with '' Peofenes ei. '' 
We may find a similar lapse in -the attempt made to 
explain Shotover, in Oxfordshire, as Chdteau Vert. 

27. feld (18),felde (13),felle (11, 16, xxv). The O.E. 
f eld, our field, and the East Sussex ' ' vel, ' ' did not 
necessarily signify an enclosure; it often indicated a 
tract of open country. In the VIIIth-century Corpus 
MS. scam ma is glossed f eld. The word CTKaµµa meant 
" a place set apart for wrestling " (Crelius Aurelius); 
so the ,idea of enclosure was present at a very early 
date. 
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The Sx. felde for felda is the locative and within the 
county we get f elle in Bene Jelle, Cedesf elle, M ontif elle, 
N edrefelle, Redref elle and Sif elle. The gemination of 
l for ld appears elsewhere; e.g., we get it in Inglefelle 
and Gamenesfelle, both in the Berkshire D.B. In the 
Sx. Hertevel (D.B. fo. 2lb) we have the same changes 
as are present to-day in the local pronunciation of the 
name of Mayfield, sc. '' Mayervel. '' The hundred-
name of Hamfelt would, perhaps, indicate that in Sx. 
the early form of feld was felf ; cp. Bede, '' Historia 
Ecclesiastica,'' '' Hroffelf '' and '' Lyccidfelf,'' 
for Hatfield and Lichfield. !felt, also, occurs in D.B. 
(fo. 29a). The Normans habitually said t for 0.E. f; · 
cp. Latille (supra, No. 5) for fille, and Wapingetorne 
(fo. 28a) for W cepingaforna. Forms in felt are also 
to be found in the Berkshire ·D.B. ; e.g., Bradefelt for· 
Bradfield ; and Soanesf elt for Shenfield. 

30. ford (8, xxvi). This is our word '' ford.'' "Te 
appear to have a locative in Bradfota (D.B. , fo. 16b). 
This is merely a scribal error for Bradford [with t::r 
and a::dJ. ('' :: '' is used for misrepresenting). 

31. grave (xii). The O.E. grwf means a trench and 
also a grave and a eave. 

32. ham (7, xi., xxix., xl). There are three suffixes 
in local names which are identical in modern spelling, 
but divergent in history, and quite distinct from each 
other in origin. These are ham, hamm or homm, and 
ham. The first has the sense of enclosure or place 
fenced in. The modern English '' hem '' is con-
nected with this. The second means a bend, a ham 
(applied to a river bend). The third is our '' home '' 
in which 0.E. a has become o, according to rule; cp. 
'' stone,'' '' hone '' and '' bone,'' for O.E. stan, han 
and ban. This is often shortened to-ham: (1) when 
bearing the stress as in " Hampstead-" ; (2) when 
occurring in the second place in local names, as in 
'' Burnham.'' It must be remembered that it is not 
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Sx. to say '' West 'm,'' or the like. The local dialect 
yields West-Ham, Bay-Ham, Withy-Ham, etc. 
Th~ three hams cannot always be distinguished, 

but a general rule put forth by Prof.' Skeat is of great 
utility. It is as follows: In '' possession '' names 
ham = ham; in descriptive ones ham = hamm. The 
Domesday record yields about six;ty Sussex names in 
ham. The temptation to the hurried scribe to write 
'' ha, :' the compendium for ham, hame, which he did 
in all but three or four instances, has prevented us 
from receiving the locative through D.B. 

33. helle (vi., xiii). In Kent. e equates W.S. y, the 
palatal or i-infection of 1l. Thus W.S. bysig, yfel and 
synn are represented in Kent. by besig, efel and.senn 
(our '' busy,'' '' evil '' and '' sin''). Hence Kent. 
helle = W.S. hylle, i .e., cet hylle. The form '' hull"' 
for uninfected *hulli is also found in Bottynghull, in the 
Hundred Rolls for Sussex. Compare Patshull and 
Wintershull. 

34. herste (14). The O.E. hyrst means a thicket or 
copse, a place overgrown with brushwood. In this 
word y is the infection of u caused by a final i which 
disappeared at an early date. This older *hursti 
p03tulates Kent. and Sx. herst. In these dialects 
'' herst '' means a wooded eminence. In Platt 
Deutsch the ending horst ( = hurst) is frequent. It 
occurs near the Weser and it means a thicket and an 
eyrie. 

The Domesday forms are divergent and inaccurate, 
We get the true locative in Citeherste (D.B. Tite- ), 
H erste and W erste (for *Ewherste ). Omission of r 
occurs in Bellest, Biochest, Crohest and Penehest. 
Henhert and Salhert appear to show omission of s. 
But they may be judged to be scribal errors for *Hen-
hest and *Salhest. 

35. lege (17), lei (viii., x). There are three forms 
assumed in Sussex by the locative case of 0.E. leah. 

H 
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This means a tract of land which has been cleared of 
forest. The modern word is '' lea. ' ' The three 
forms are divergent, b_ut, with the exception of the 
Alemannic gen. in -in, they are the most interesting 
of all those that are preserved in the Domesday record 
for Sussex. Their history reveals - first, mon-
ophthongisation, or condensation of the long diphthong 
ect into the long vowel e, which is in accord with the 
rule; secondly, the adoption of the c_onsonantal i 
which is so peculiar a feature of the S.E. dialect ; and, 
thirdly, the syncope or falling out of gin lige > lie. 

The noun leah is both masculine and feminine. 
The masc. declension is said to be the later one. The 
word may be declined in five different ways, as 
follows:-

Sing. F em. 
Norn. le ah. 
Gen. leage, lea. 
Dat. leage, lea. 

S'ing. JJ,f asc. 
Norn. leah. 
Gen. *leages, leges, leas. 
Dat. liege, lege, lea, lige. 

The oldest dative lecige may be regarded as the 
normal locative. In later times and in West Sussex 
the diphthong ea of the locative became ie and after 
monophthongisation i . Previously to this ea under-
went condensation before g and became e according 
to rule. Hence hecige, leage, teage, eage, became 
hege, lege, tege and ege, and finally, '' high,'' '' -ligh,'' 
' ' tye ' ' and ' ' eye. ' ' The loc. lige having dropped 
the spirant g ( = y) became lie. 

These several processes eventually yielded (I) lege, 
after monophthongisation; (2) lei, after substitution 
of consonantal i for spirant g+ e ; and (3) lze, after 
monophthongisation and falling out of g. These 
forms occur as follows :-
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1. iege (> -ley) : Summerlege, Warlege and 
Farlega (for -lege). D.B. fo. 24a, 22b. These 
names were set down by English stewards or at 
their dicta tio:p.. 

2. lei (> -ly = -ligh) : Cetingelei (D.B. has 
'' Cetelingei,'' 22b, with scribal metathesis of el), 
Bexelei, Ovelei (28b; now Woolfly) and Wantelei. 
All these names exhibit the consonantal i of the 
South Eastern dialect and at some period they 
eventually became '' ligh '' in sound though 
not in spelling. M orleia (fo. 28b) belongs to this 
group and was, no doubt, Norman. 

3. he (> ly) : Ambrelie, Berchelie, Bogelie, 
Horselie, Langelie, Rameslie, Sepelie. Some of 
these are West Sussex and as lie is not purely 
Kentish in dialect I doubt whether any of them 
can rightly be made to rhyme with '' ligh. '' 

36. leu (3). The 0.E. hlmw was represented by 
leu in Sx., and eventually by'' low.'' The Domesday 
soribe omitted the final minim from Baldesleu, just as 
he did from W andelmestreu. The meaning of hleow, 
hleo (from which h dropped in Sx.) is a" shelter," a 
' ' refuge, ' ' and also a ' ' protector, ' ' a ' ' covering. ' ' 
It is closely connected with hl{fJw , '' hill,'' '' mound,'' 
and also a cave. The Alemannic for a '' grave'' was 
leo, with vvhich compare the Sx. leu. 

Qp. 44, 45, treit, infra. 
37. mere (xx., xxxviii ). This 0.E. word means a 

'' pool,'' a'' mere. '' It occurs in Bergemere, Chemere, 
Dodimere, Falemere, H., Felesmere, Stammere, Tange-
mere, W elesmere, H. 

The history of the word is clear ; mere < *mreri, = 

Germanic *mari, Old High Dutch meri < *mari. The 
Corpus Glossary yields-stagnum: mere. 

38. ore (xxxvi) . The 0.E. ora means '' bank,'' 
'' shore,'' or . margin. '' We get it in Sussex in 
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'' Kynor '' and'' Bognor,'' and it occurs in'' Ore,'' 
by Hastings. It is cognate with the Latin ora, and 
happens to be identical with it in form though purely 
0.E. Very early examples are'' Cymenes ora,'' '' the 
ore of Cymen, ' ' and ' ' Cerdices ora,' ' ' ' the ore of 
Cerdic ''; cp. '' Saxon Chronicle,'' annals 477, 514. 
Ora, ore, makes its oblique cases in oran, and that, after 
n fell away, was represented in Sx. by ore; cp. Codnore 
(MS. Coonore, with which cp. H eloremannestune for 
'' Eldre- '' in the Berkshire Domesday), Icenore, 
Totenore, W a,ningore. 

39. rode (vii). The O.E. rod, is a feminine noun, 
meaning '' cross,'' '' holy rood. ' ' In the Corpus 
Glossary Jurcimen (a gallows) is glossed by wcergrood 
which also means a gallows (from wcergian, '' to con-
demn.'') The doubling of the vowel o was an eighth-
century device to indicate that the vowel was long. 

40. spore (xiv) . This is ambiguous. The O.E. spar 
means a '' track,' ' '' a trace.'' 0.E. spora means 
'' spur '' (spura). The first makes its dat. in spore, 
the other in sporan. Both datives would have fallen 
together in spore in Sx. by 1085. 

41. stede (12, ix. xxiv). The O.E. stede means a 
'' place.'' Orga.nically it is the same word as the Latin 
status. It represents a Germanic *stathi (> *stredi 
> O.E. stede). In course of time the word came to 
mean a home station, settlement or farm. 

42. tone (xv., xxxiii., xxxiv). 

43. tune (xvi., xxxi). The second of these is pure 
0.E. The former is an accommodation to Norman 
French, which had no '1/. Our place-name suffix -ton 
is the unemphatic form of the O.E. Nin, our'' town ''; 
cp. '' brown,'' '' shrowd,'' '' clout.'' '' loud,'' with 
bri!n, scriid, d17t, hl17d. The original sense of the word 
was " enclosure " (for purposes of defence). It 
usually signified a collection of dwellings. The Corpus 
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Glossary gives conpetum: tuun, frap. A conpetum or 
compitum is a place where roads cross each other. 

44, 45. treu (xxviii., xxxvii ). As Sx. ·leu·has become 
Mod. '' low,'' we expect to find Mod. '.' trow '' jn 
'' Holmestrow '' and '' Gostrow,'' preceded by treu 
in Domesday names. That we actually· do get in 
Homes-treu. In the Hundred Rolls "' Gbstrow '' is 
represented by Gosetreu and Gosetrewe. In Mr. 
Salzmann 's list of XIIIth-century hundred names we 
get both ' ' Gosetrowe ' ' and ' ' Holmestrowe. ' ' The 
last appears in the H.R. as Holmestrouhe (misread 
-tronhe). Now what is the Sx. treu? The form is 
found in the VIIIth-century Corpus Glossary wherein 
plunas ( < priinus) is glossed pliimtreu, and bapis (an 
error for Ba1f-€, '' dipping,'' '' dyeing '') is glossed 
treitteru, i .e., tree-tar. The normal 0.E. for '' tree '' is 
treow, trei5. The nominative form trei5, after mono-
phthongisation, became *tre, our '' tree ''; while the 
locative case, ret trei5we yielded Sx. treu '' trowe '' and 
Mod '' -trow. '' 

46. troi (xxiii ). This word indicates that the 
gathering-place of the men of the hundred lay near a 
trough or hollow in the hills ; cp. Trough by Bowland, 
Co.Westmoreland. The O.E. troh, trog, became 
'' trough '' and '' trow '' ; compare O.E. toh with 
Mod. '' tough,'' '' tow.'' The locative ret troge 
dropped the g (> y) in Sx. and" ye'' became i. 

4 7. vel ( xxv ). See no. 27, f eld. 

48. welle (xix). In this word the Sx. medial e stands 
for the ,V.S. y, which is a late representative of ie, 
the infection of ea. Thus *walli > *wielli > wiell > 
wyll, a '' spring.'' The O.E. wyll is masc., but there 
is also a weak feminine form wylla. The former made 
its locative in wylle, the latter in wyllan. The Sx. 
welle may represent either. 

49. weride (xviii). The scribal variants of this 
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form in Domesday are instructive. They arc as 
follows: -

1, fo. l 7a es-weride. 
2, fo. 17 a isi-wirde. 
~' fo. 24a isi-win.di . 
4, fo. 29a isi-werit. 

The first of these is the purest form of all. The 
third, isiwiridi:, is fanciful. Tho fourth presents 
Norman t for O.E. f . 

The modern name is Easwrithe. In Mr. Salzmann 's 
list of XIIIth-cent. forms we find Esewrithe. In the 
'' Rotuli Hundredorum '' of 1274 we get Eswrythe. 
The true Sx. form indicated may be judged to be 
*Eseweride for *Esewerife. This equates Esan 
wrifan, i .e., '' at Esa 's ring or fence.'' Cp. Skeat, 
'' Place-Names of Cambs.,'' pp. 42, 43, and '' Place-
Names of Herts.'' pp. 61, 62. 

§ V . PROTOTHEMES IN THE POSSESSIVE CASE. 

vi. A vronehelle. For helle see no. 33. The form 
avrone is E. Sx. for *Marona > afrona, i .e., '' of the 
sons,'' and the name Avronehelle means'' at the hill of 
the sons." The ending -ona is gen. pl., but it is 
irregular; cp. Wright, §400, p. 188, 1. 19. The form 
ona reflects the Old Saxon gen. pl. -ono. The W.S. 
form is eaforena. But '' ealu, and forms like eafora, 
heafoc, etc., which are common in poetry, are all 
originally from the Mercian dialect '' (§78, 3). With 
heafoc, which shows Mercian a-infection of a, contrast 
Sx. Hauochesberie wherein a-infection is rejected. 

vii. Babinrode. For rode me no. 39. '' Babin '' is 
the possessive case of an Almain name Babo > 0.E. 
Breba. The place-name means '' at Babb 's rood, or 
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cross.'' The Domesday form · Babinrerode has 
redundant re. In the Pipe Roll of 31 Hen. I. (1130), 
we find Babirote. This form shows syncope of n as 
in Alitun, Chensitun, Eldritun, which have severally 
become Allington, Kensington, and Aldrington. The 
modern name of this hundred is Gostrow. 

viii. Baldesleu. The Domesday form is Baldeslei ; 
cp. no. 36, leu. '' Baldes '' is the possessive case of 
the ppr. na:rue Bald, Bald-ceg, and the place-name 
means at '' Bald 's grave mound.'' The W.S. form is 
Beald, and that also makes its possessive in -es; cp. 
Bealdes sol, in Searle 's '' Onomasticon. '' 

ix. Benestede. For stede see no. 41. The full form 
should be (Et Benes stede. The e of Ben was probably 
short, and '' Benes ' ' is Sx. for Bynes ; cp. Byni, the 
name of a clerk in t he Durham '' Liber Vitre.'' The 
modern name of the hundred is A visford, and Binstead 
represents the Domesday name. 

If Ben-had e then it may be Sx. for a W.S.* Bren -; 
or Byne < Buni (continental); cp. '' Buna,'' a 
Kentish witness, 762. 

x. Bexelei. For lei see no. 35. The second e in 
the name must be regarded as intrusive and euphonious. 
'' Bex '' is the syncopated form of Becces, the posses-
sive case of Becci, Bycci. This hundred-name means 
'' at Beckes lea.'' 

xi. Boseham. For ham see no. 32. The oldest 
form of this name occurs in Bede, '' H.E. '' IV., xiii., 
p. 231, as '' Bosanhamm. '' This means '' at Bosa 's 
enclosure.'' Bosa is an infrequent name. It was 
borne by an Archbishop of York (678-705), and it 
occurs in the'' L.V.D. '' 

xii. Bosgrave. For grav see no. 31. Bos would . 
appear to be the possessive case of Bo. A ppr. name 
Bode, possessive Bodes, would also yield the resultant 
we are dealing with. Cp.-Bodes > *Bods > *Boz. 
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xiii. Botingehelle. For helle see no. 33. The 
Domesday form Botingelle is syncopated ; cp. But-
tingtiine, Saxon Chronicles, annal 894, p. 87. The 

· Norman i5 points to 0.E. 17 , and the place-name means 
'' at the hill of the sons of Buta. '' This does not 
occur in Searle 's '' Onomasticon. '' Bota, however, 
is to be found in '' L .V.D.,'' 645; but the modern 
form of Buttinghill and the O.E. one of Buttingtune 
would seem to require the rejection of Bota when 
considered together. 

xiv. Colespore. For spar, spur, see no. 40. Cole 
is Sx. for Colan, the possessive cam of Cola. The 
meaning of the word is obscured by punning in the 
modern name, which is Goldspur. 

xv. Ediuestone. For tune see no. 42. The sylla-
bification of this name cannot be Ediue-stone, though 
Ediue really is the possessive case of the fem. ppr. 
name Edive or Eadgifu. Moreover, the story in 
Walter Map's "Nugae Curialium," about basiurn 
ecclesiasticum and Boseham might be applied. But 
0.E. a had not become i5 (i.e., stan > stone) by 1066. 
In Domesday, in addition to Ediuestone in Suthsex, we 
get Edeuestone in Somerset (93 b ), and Eddevetone in 
Berks (57b). In the Pipe Roll for 31 Hen. I. (1130), 
we find Edivehurst. Now '' Edeues '' would point 
to a masc. ppr. name *Eadefe, and perhaps that really 
occurred. It would be compounded of the frequently 
occurring prototheme ectd and geve. The latter appears 
as the name of an Abbot of Craike, c. 880; v. Symeon 
of Durham. 

xvi. Eldritune. For tune see no. 42. The modern 
name Aldrington means ' ' the fort of the sons of 
Aldr. ' ' But that name is not known to Searle. In 
the Old High Dutch sagas there occurred an Aldrian. 
He was of Troneg or Tronje, which was supposed to be 
Troy. A name A ldri should become *Eldri in O.E., 
and the inflexional ending n may have been omitted 
by the Norman .scribe. In Domesday Aldrington 
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should have appeared as *Eldringetune. Both 
Aldrynton and Aldryngton are found in the N onre Rolls 
(1341). The personal name is also found in Aldersgate, 
Aldershot and Alderney. 

xvii. Eseburne. For burne see no. 3. Ese would 
appear to present the Sx. for Esan, the possessive case 
of Esa. That name is found in the pedigree of the 
Kings of Bernicia as Oesa, which ·points to* Oesi, the 
i-infection of *()si. The place-name means Esa 's 
burn and Esa is the pet form of sorne masc. ppr. name 
which had Esi as it prototheme-sc. Ese-gar. 

xviii. Eseweride. For this name see ·weride, No. 49. 
·1 . 

xix. Esseswelle. For welle see · no. 48. Esses is 
the possessive case of a personal name the Norman 
French form of which would be Esse~ This represents 
*See, and it is the antecedent of Shoy-, Shoe- and 
Scow- which occur respect.ively in Shoyswell, Shoes-
well and Scoweswell. As a prototheme the form 
Sce-o occurs in the name of Shoeburyness in the Saxon 
Chronicles at annal 894, p. 87. See-oh and Scoh are 
variants of the same name in which sc was palatal, ·i.e., 
it = sh; cp. Wright, O.E. Grammar, §128, note. 
This form · occurs as a deuterotheme in '' And-scoh-
esham ''; Birch, '' Cartularium Saxonicum,'' No. 
CLIX. It is this inflexional form, viz., Scohes, which 
is responsible for the medireval Scowswell and the 
modern Shoyswell. The form in D.B. postulates 
*Shee 's well, but I have never met with that. In 
the " Rotuli Hundredorum " for 3 Edw. I. ( = 1274) 
Showell occurs. In much later times the Sx. name for 
the Bon Chretien pear was Bone Ohroytien. Cp. 
Poynings : *Peninges < *Puninges. 

xx. Falemere. For mere see no. 37. Fale is Sx. for 
Falan, the possessive case of the masc. ppr. name 
Fala or Frela. The form Freli, possessive Freles, is 
known ; cp. Searle, p. 589. The hundred name 
means '' at Frela 's mere.'' 
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xxi. Flexeberge. For berge see no. 21. In the 
'' Rotuli Hundredorum '' for 1274, this name occurs 
as Faxeberge, Faxeberwe, Faxberwe and Faxisberge. 
In the modern name the l of D.B. is re-instated. But 
there is no masc. ppr. name Flecci on record. We 
seem, however, to get an indication of it in the modern 
Fletching. In Domesday this appears as Flescinges. 
In Kemble 's " C.D. " VI., 288, we get a possessive 
'' Flecges,'' and such a form would yield Flex (with 
euphonic e), as in Flex-e-berge. 

xxii. Folsalre. For aler see no. 19. In the 
. " Rotuli Hundredorum " (1274) this name appears as 

Foxherle. Another document in the same century 
yields Foxelre, and the modern name is Foxearle. 
The true form and meaning are *Fulces alre, '' at 
Fulk's alder." The letter c was omitted (accidentally, 
no doubt) by the Norman scribe, and the unusual 
metathesis-elere > *erele > erle supervened. For 
the personal name Fulc cp. Sx. Fulking. 

xxiii . Ghidenetroi. For troi see no. 46. Gh1:dene 
is a West Sussex form with i for earlier y. ·The h waR 
set down after the g to preserve its true character just 
as u is inserted by us. Gyden is a goddess. It makes 
gydene in t,he gen. sing. and gydena in the gen. pl. 
The Sx. final e would repreE.ent the a of the grn. pl., 
and the hundred-name means '' at the trough of the 
goddesses. ' ' 

xxiv. H ailsastede. For stede see no. 41. The forms 
in D.B. are Ailsaltede H. (fo. 20a) and Hailesaltede H. 
(Jo. 18b). Hai here is the Norman French presentation 
of O.E. H ix>, and H &ls was the eponymous ancestor of 
the Hrelsingas of '' Widsith. '' A similar form, W eels, 
made- its gen. Wcelses (cp. Beowulf, 1. 897), hence we 
may assume that Heels made its gen. H celses. This 
would -be represented in D.B. by Hailsas. The 

. meaning . of * H ailsasstqJ,e is ' ' at the stead of H a:ls. '' 
The diphtong ai is uncommon in D.B., but the form 
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'' Aissera,'' for the modern Esher, leaves no room for 
doubt as to its quantity. 

xxv. Hertevel. For vel see no. 47 > 27. Herte is 
Sx. for Hertan, the possessive case of Herta; cp. 
Hartington and Hertinges. In the XIIIth cent. 
we find '' Hertefeud '' (''Rot. Hund.''). The mean-
ing is '' at Herta 's field.'' 

xxvi. H amesford. For ford see no. 30. The 
Norm. Hames = Sx. Hremes, the gen. of B ffimi. The 
name means '' at Hremi 's ford.'' 

a.:xvii. H auochesberie. For berie see no. 1. H auoches 
is the Norm. representation of Sx. Hafoces. This is 
the possessive case of Hafoc, '' Hawk,'' used as a 
man's name; cp. Goldhavoc, the name of a moneyer,. 
temp. Henry II. The meaning is '' at the stronghold 
of Hawk.'' 

xxviii. Homestreu. Homes is the possessive case of 
H om or Homi. In the XIIIth cent. we get Holmestre 
and Holmestrouhe (MS. -onhe). The modern form is 
Holmestrow. As the l is found in the Hundred Rolls 
so early as 1274 it is unsafe to assume that it is intrusive 
in the modern form. No form or name Hom is known, 
but there is a name '' Holmcetel '' in L.V.D. The 
o in O.E. holm is short, but the falling out of l would 
give it length. In Old Norse this o is long. 

On the other hand, Homes postulates an O.E~ 
H ami ; cp. Hammus. It is not admitted by phono-
logists that O.E. a became o in the XIth cent. 

For treu see no. 44. 
xxix. Pageham. For ham see no. 32. The Domes-

day Page represents the Sx. for Pregan, the gen. of 
P rega. This P-name was born by a provost of 
Carlisle in 685. Another occurrence is found in 803,. 
in which year an abbot of the name is found in t.be list 
of prelates at Cloveshoo. The meaning is '' at 
P rega 's home'' or, perhaps, enclosure. 
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xxx. Pevenesel. The suggestion behind this curious 
presentation of 0.E. P efenasea is that the word 
contains the Latin root insul. That '' ea '' means 
insula here is quite certain. A similar pun may be 
found in '' .Stultinges,'' the perpetration of which the 
Norman scribe . could not avoid when transcribix1g 
Sultinges. The presentation of Esewride as'' Isiuuiridi '' 
is another instance of playfulness. ·', 

The forms in the Saxon Chronicles a.re Pefenas, 
P ef enes, Peuenes and P efnes. The aftertherne appears 
as ea, ce and re. The first is undoubtedly ea < *reo < 
Germanic . au. In Bede this appears as <:u in 
'' Beardaneu '' and '' Peartaneu.'' In '' Widsith '' 
we find a form- Wiolan e, and ~ here = cc in the 
Peterboro' Chronicle form '' Pefenesoo,'' in :umal 
1101. The meaning of the word is '' Pefena 's 
Island. '' The man's name '' Pefena '' is an extended 
form of'' Peufa,'' which is to be found in the Durham 
'' Liber Vitre '' (No. 621) of the VIIIth century. 
There is nothing to indicate the length of e in Pef-. 
vVe now say " Pemsey" in Sx., but that is no criterion. 
Compare stepfather < *stepfather < steop-freder < 
steupfoodoor, also feof and feoff '' thief '' and 
'' theft. '' 

xxxi. Prestetime. For tune see no. 43. Preste is 
Sx. for preosta, gen. pl., and the name means '' at the 
tun of the priests. ' ' 

xxxii. Risberge. For berge see no. 21. '' Ris '' is 
the reduced gen. of a proper name Riddi. There was 
a thane of this name under King Offa of Mercia, and 
we get the regular patronymic Ridding. The place-
name means'' at the hill of Riddi. '' 

xxxiii. Ristone. This can only mean '-' at the tun 
of R.iddi ''; cp. no. xxxii., and for tone see no. 42. 

xxxiv. Sillentone. For tone see no. 42. '' Sillen-
tone '' and '' Silletone '' are not mistakes for Single-
tone. That is an impossible form in 0.E. '' Sillen '' 
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is the possessive case of Sillo or Silo; cp. Siliheri in 
Forstemann, col. 1102. The word means '' at the 
tun of Silo." The indication afforded by it is 
Alemannic. Intermediate forms between'' Sillentone '' 
and '' Singleton '' are *Sillingtun and *Singlatun 
(with metathesis); cp. " Cetelingei " for *Cetingelei, 
Chiddingly. - . . - . 

xxxv. Sua.neberge. For berge see no. 21. The form 
indicates Swana, gen. pl., '' of the herdsmen.'' The 
word means'' at the hill of the herdsmen.'' Cp. e for 
a (gen. pl.) No. xxxi. 

·xxxvi. Totenore. For ore see no. 38. Toten is the 
possessive case of Tot ta ; cp. ' ' Tot ta, ' ' Bishop of 
Selsey, c. 785; '' Tota,'-' a Sussex witness, 772; · 
'' Totta,'' a monk in the L. V.D. The meaning is '' at 
Totta 's shore.'' 

xxxvii. W andelmestreu. For treu see no. 44. 
W andelmes is the regular possessive of Wand-helm ; cp. 
'' Wantelmus '' in L.V.D. The meaning is '' at · 
Wandelm 's tree.'' The final minim of u was omitted 
by the Domesday scribe who wrote W andelmestrei. 

xxxviii. Welesmere. For mere see no. 37. If e = re 
here we must assume *Wrelesmere and that means, 
" at Well 's pool." Cp. W rels leah, and the personal 
names Wrel-gist and Wrel~the~f. 

xxxix. W ilendone. For done see no. 25. I regard 
en as the possessive case of Alemannic names in o. 
The name then means '' at Willo 's down.'' 

xl. Windeham. For ham see no. 32. Winde is 
Sx. for Windan, and Windanham means '' the home 
of Winda. ' ' Winda is the pet or, shortened form of 
such names as Windhere, Wined-wulf . . There is also 
a man's name Wenda; cp. Wendy and Wendanbeorh, 
B.C.S. 931; and Wenda given by Forstemann, No. 
1252. 



PRIMITIVE SUNDIALS ON WEST 
SUSSEX CHURCHES. 

BY H. MICHELL WHITLEY. 

On many of the old parish churches of Sussex, 
as in other Counties, are to be found primitive sundials 
cut generally on the quoins and jambs of windows 
and doors. 

These primitive dials are known as scratch dials 
from being in many cases lightly incised, and their 
origin and use has given rise to many theories which 
it is not necessary to discuss here as it is now generally 
accepted they were used to tell the hours for the 
services as well as indicating time. 

These dials differ from the more modern true sundial, 
firstly, in being cut on the stones of the church itself 
instead of on a plate set to face due south to allow 
for the variation of the church from due east and 
west, and secondly the s.tyle or gnomon is inserted at 
a right angle and not sloping at an angle which varies 
according to the latitude of the place. 

These dia,ls also never have figures to denote the 
time untH the XVIth and XVIIth centuries. 

l'here has thus been in historic times a mode of 
marking time and services. First, the Saxon dials, 
which went oi1t of use at the time of the Norman 
Conquest, then the scratch dial, which continued 
until the XVIth century, when the sloping style came 
into use, being succeeded by the modern scientific 
dial, two good examples of which can be seen on 
Chichester Cathedral. 

The introduction of clocks in large churches and 
monasteries took place in the XIIIth century, and 
they were fairly general in such buildings in the 
early part of the next, and for many years they have 
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become general in our churches. Reverting now to 
the Saxon dials, the most noteworthy is a superb 
example on the south porch of Kirkdale Church, 
Yorkshire, the inscription on which fixes the date 
between 1063 and 1065; the day being divided into 
tides. The inscription reads as follows : '' Orm, the son 
of Gamel, bought St. Gregory's Minster, when it 
was all broken and fallen down, and he caused it to 
be made new from the ground to Christ and Saint 
Gregory in the days of Edward the King, and Tosti 
the Earl. 

This is the days' sun n:.ark 
At every t ide, 
And Hawarth wrought me 
And Brand, the Priest." 

In Sussex we have a fine example of a Saxon dial 
on the ~outh porch of Bishopstone Church. The 
stone on which it is cut has a rounded top, with a 
Greek fret border. The dial is lOin. in diameter. 
There are five main rays, which divide the day into 
four parts, these have a cross bar on the circle and 
project lin. beyond, ending in a dot; each part is 
sub-divided into three by plain lines, thus having the 
octave as well as the twelve hour system combined. 
Above the dial is the name Eadric, possibly that of 
the maker. 

It shows prominently five of the seven great 
canonical divisions of the day: Matins, Nones, Sext, 
Tierce and Vespers ; each of the intervening spaces 
being again sub-divided into three hours, making 
up the twelve hours from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. This 
dial dates from the Xlth century. 

The normal position for a dial to serve any useful 
purpose will, of course, be facing -the sun on the south 
wall of the building, and although some dials are to 
be found on the north, they are generally cut on 
stones which have been removed from their original 
positions, and rebuilt during an enlargement of the 
church. 
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If there is a priest's door or low side window in 
the chancel the most likely spot to find a_ dial wlll be 
on one of these, sometimes on both ; next one of 
the jambs of the south door of the church is the most 
favourite spot, and in some churches the southern 
9-uoin stones of the nave or chancel bear these mark-
mgs. 

On many churches there are several dials; some of 
these may be accounted for by alterations in the 
building, and others are copies which served no useful 
purpose. The gnomon or style that _cast the shadow 
was a peg fixed at right angles to the face of the dial, 
none of these styles are now intact, but several of the 
shanks are still in their holes. These styles were 
usually of latten or wood, and a fragment of one of 
the former is still in its hole at Bottolphs Church; 
the oak style pegs have mainly decayed away, but 
portions have been extracted in several instances. 
These ecclesiastical dials would serve roughly to 
indicate the hours for the church services. 

In the earlier dials it will be seen that the rays 
do not indicate the whole of the hours from 6 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., only a few being cut. 

The noon line is marked on practically every dial, 
and between 6 a.m. and noon is another line corres-
ponding with about 9 a.m. This was the usual hour 
for mass on Sundays and Holidays in English parish 
churches in pre-reformation days. Another line is 
found between two and three o'clock, the usual time 
for vespers, no doubt, however, earlier in winter than 
in summer. The dials at Coombes are a good example 
of this system of marking. The only useful lines on 
a dial are those below the horizontal line through the 
st.ylehole, some dials, however, consist of a complete 
circle with radial lines above the style as well as below, 
forming a wheel dial. This form is often met with; 
possibly the superfluous lines were added to make a 
symmetrical pattern. 
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Another type of dial is that on which small pits 
are used, either in conjunction with radial lines as at 
Climping, or without, as at Ford. 

It is thought by some ·archreologists that wooden 
pegs were inserted in these holes as on the primitive 
shepherds' dials which were in use on the Southdowns, 
before cheap watches became general; this might 
have been so in some cases, but the pits on the Sussex 
dials are not deep enough to hold pegs, whilst the 
hole itself is a sufficient mark. 

For this paper the majority of the ch11rches between 
the "Southdowns and the sea have been examined, 
and a large number of them measured and drawn, 
but the majority do not now possess any primitive 
dials, those comprised in the following list being all 
that were noted. 

The addition in later times of aisles to nave and 
chancel and other alterations caused the removal 
of the earlier work; some of these incised stones were 
again used sometimes reversed in the new work. 

The drastic restorations of the last century, and 
retooling face masonry are another cause of the .loss. 
of these primitive dials, large numbers having been 
destroyed throughout the country, and those left 

· are worth saving and protecting as memorials of 
village life in England in past centuries. 

RAPE OF BRAMBER. 

EDBURTON CHURCH. 

1. There is dial mark on the lowest of the stones 
of the western jamb of the low side window in the 
north wall of the chancel; it is 6ins. in diameter, 
and the rays when in its original position are in the 
lower quadrant between 6 a.m. and noon; it has 
been removed from a south wall of the church. 



130 PRIMITIVE SUNDIALS 

COOMBES CHURCH. 

2. There are two dials on the middle stone of the 
eastern jamb of the priest's door. 

1. The uppermost. This dial is imperfect-the 
stylehole being wanting. There are four lines only, 
the noon line is 4in. in length, the mass line (9 a .m.) 
is marked, and one intermediate line; there is only 
one line on the east of the noon line, marking the 
hour for vespers. 

2. This is a reduced copy of No. 1. The stylehole 
is tin. diameter, the length of the noon line is 2in. 

There are no circles around either of these dials, 
and they are of a very early type. 

The;re is a hole resembling a stylehole on the same 
.stone to the east of the stylehole of No. ·2, with no 
markings around; it has been suggested that possibly 
.a painted, instead of an incised, dial might have been 
used but natural holes closely resembling styleholes 
are often found on the stones used in these 
buildings. 

BoTOLPHS CHURCH. 

3. There is a dial on the eastern jamb of the low 
side window in the south wall of the chancel level 
with the sill. The stylehole is 5ft. above ground 
level and iins. in diameter;. the noon line is 2iins. 
long. There is a medial line 5in. in length, and four 
lines corresponding to those at Coombes; one of these 
marks the hour for mass, the other for vespers. There 
are small pits at the end of the radial lines. The style-
hole is inclined, sloping south-west, a very rare example, 
and there is a portion of the style in it which appears 
to be of laten, an amalgam of zinc and copper much 
used in the middle ages. There is no circle. 



ON W:ES:I.' . SUSSEX · CHURCHES. '.13J 

RAPE OF _ARUNDEL. 
;--

FERRlNG CI·IU ROH. 

4. There is a hole' on one of the jambs bf the 
"priest's door in th~ south wall of the chancel, but no 
'lines or cir9les .are .now visible; lines might, however, 
. have been so lightly incised as to have been obliterated 
, in the ' ;re~toration of the church. It is in a likely 
. position .for a dial, but only deserves mention. 

The centre line of the church is 5° north of. true 
east and west. 

RusTINGTON CHURCH. 

5. There is a dial in the east jamb of the priest;s 
door iri the south wall of the chancel ; the stylehole 

· is 4ft. above the ground level, the noon line is 2lins. 
long. 

There is only a small horizontal medial line on the 
eastern side of the stylehole, which is Mn. diameter. 

·There are four lines between 6 a.m. and the noon line, 
·one of them being the mass line ; there is one full 
line anda short one between noon and 6 p.m., indicating 
the hour for vespers. The dial is enclosed in a circle . .. 

The 'centre line of the church is 5° north of true 
east and west. 

POLING CHURCH. 

6. There is a dial on the east jamb of the Early 
English south door of the nave. 

The stylehole is tin. diameter, the noon line is . 2in. 
·long. There are six radiating rays below the medial 
line, one being the mass line, another that for vespers; 
there is no semi-circle. , 

On the same jamb is a small maltese cross with 
pits at the ends of the arms. 

The centre line of the church is 17° north of true 
east and west. 
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SOUTH STOKE CHURCH. 

7. There is a dial in the centre of a quom 15in~ 
square at the south-west corner of the nave. The 
height of the stylehole is 5ft. above ground · level 
it is tin. in diameter, and lin. deep, a portion of the 
style being in it. The noon line is 3in. in length. 
There is a semi-medial line from the stylehole westward,. 
and there are two intermediate Imes in the left-hand 
lower quadrant, one being the mass line. There are 
two shorter rays in the adjoii;iing quadrant, one 
indicating the hour for vespers. There are faint 
traces of an enclosing semi-circle. 

There is a hole in a quoin stone at the south-east 
corner of the nave, but this is probably natural, as 
the stone of which the church is built pits easily, and 
such holes are common in it. 

The centre line ~f the church is 4 ° north of true 
east and west. 

NORTH STOKE CHURCH. 

8. There is a dial on the south-east quoin of the 
· south transept of this church. The stylehole is 4ft. 6in. 

above ground level and Jin. diameter, the noon line 
. 41 ' 1 is 2 m. ong. 

The dial is a semi-circle, divided by radial lines 
into 12 hours. 

The centre line of the church is 34 ° north of true 
east and west. 

TORTINGTON CHURCH. 

9. There is ·a very doubtful dial on one of the 
quoins at the north-west corner of the nave facing 
north. It is a circle 5in. in diameter 5ft. above ground 
level, with a small hole in the centre, and an equilate:c_al 
triangle inscribed within. The markings are very 
faint, and there is a rain-water pipe across it which 

·prevents a close examination of the stone. 
This quoin has been rebuilt. 
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FORD CHURCH. 

10. There are four dial markings at this church. 
1. This dial is on a stone at the south-east 

·corner of the nave. The stylehole is 3ft. 6in. above 
_ground level and J in. in diameter, the noon line 
is 3in. in length. 

This dial consists of a circle of pits or small holes 
at the end of radiating lines; there is no circle line 
connecting them; each of the two lower quadrants 
having five dots dividing it into six equal spaces, 
giving the 12 hours, from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. The 

·upper left-hand quadrant has five divisions irregularly 
spaced, the right-hand one only one hole; these 
were, of course, useless for the measurement of time. 
'The stones here bear traces of fire. 

2. This dial adjoins No. 1. The height of the 
stylehole is 3ft. 6in. above ground level; there is 
no noon or medial line. It is 5lin. in diameter ; 
there is no circle or radiating lines, the divisions 
being marked by holes, with the exception of the 
mass hour, which is shewn by a line also. There 
.are five holes between 6 a.m. and noon, and one 
between noon and 6 p.m. 

3. This dial is on the ea,st face of the quoin 
stone below No. 2. The stylehole is 2ft. 6in. above 
ground level ; there is no noon line, but a horizontal 
line through the stylehole. The dial is 4in. diameter, 
.and the divisions are marked by holes. The quadrant, 
from 6 a .m. to noon, has four divisions, as also 
that from noon to 6 p.m. 

The dial has beeri continued.· above the medial 
line possibly at a later period, the left-hand quadrant. 
being divided into four irregular divisions, and the 
right-hand into two. 

4. This dial is on a quoin stone on the south-east 
-corner of the nave, two stones below dial No. 2. 
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l. Sundial : Ford Church-

) 
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Its centre is 2ft. 6in. above the ground line, 

the stylehole is tin. diameter and very shallow ; 
the holes are also very small and of little depth. 
The noon line is marked by .two pits, as well as the 
horizontal medial line. There are three radial lines. 
in the lower left-haind quadrant, the centre marking 
the mass hour, and one in the right-hand quadrant 
for 3 o'clock. There are no divisions in the quadrants 
above the medial line. 

The markings are very faint, and it is doubtful 
if this dial was ever in use . 

. The centre line of the church is 7° north of true 
east and west. 

CLIMPING CHURCH. 

11. Tb ere are three dials on the fine Norman tower 
of this church . 

.1. This dial is on the south-west buttress. The 
stylehole is 3ft. above ground level, £in. diameter,. 
and lin. deep. The noon line is 2Mn. long, the dial 
being 5in. diameter; there are 13 holes arranged 
in a circle, with connecting lines to the stylehole,. 
but no incised circle. The lower left-hand quadrant 
is divided into five spaces, the right-hand one into 
four, the upper right-hand one into three, and the 
left to two, both, of course, useless for the measure-
ment of time. There is a small circle around the 
stylehole. 

2. This dial is on a quoin stone above No. 1. 
The .stylehole is 4ft. 3in. above ground level, iin. 
diameter, and lin. deep. There is no medial line 
or noon line, but only two pits to mark the mass. 
hour. · 

3. A rudely scratched dial. The st_vlehole is. 
tin. diameter and very shallow ; the dial is 6in. 
diameter, the mass line only being deeply cut i~ 
duplicate lines. 
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The south-east quoin of the chancel and the west 
. jamb of the priest's door are covered with ivy 

and could not be examined. 
\VALBERTON CHURCH. 

12. There are two dials on the east jamb of the 
priest's door in the south wall of the chancel. 

1. The stylehole is 4ft. 6in. above ground. level, 
!in. diameter and Mn. deep, the style being broken 
off in it. The noon line is 3in. long, the circle being 
6in. diameter. The rays are five in number in the 
lower left-hand quadrant, marking .the . hours from 
6 a.m. to noon. In the adjoining quadrant are three 
rays corresponding to the hours 1, 2 and 4; there 
is a pit at the end of the noon line and those for 
2 and 4 p.m. 

This beautiful dial was deliberately mutilated 
in September, 1917, between the two visits paid 
to this church, the initials F. E. and R. I. P. being 
cut upon it. ·Such vandalism cannot be too severely 
repudiated. 

. 2. On the third stone below. The stylehole is 

. 2ft. 3in. above ground level and Fn. diameter. 
There is a very faint circle 4in. in diameter; the 
noon line is 2in. in length. There are two rays in 
the lower western quadrant; there is no mass line; 
there are pits at the end of each ray. 

On the stone above this dial is a hole, but nothing 
else. 

BINSTED CHURCH. 

13. There is a very doubtful stylehole on the east 
jamb of the Early English south door, with a faint 
line frnm it in the position of the hour for vespers. 
This is probably not a dial. 

The centre line of the church is true east and west. 

d4. 
wall. 

FELPHAM CHURCH • . 

There are two dials in this church on the south 
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1. The ,stylehole is 4ft. 3in. above· ground level, 
· tin. diameter and. tin; deep. The noon line 3Fn. 
long, the dial being 6!in. diameter. There is a 
semi-circle of holes, but no circle line connecting 
them. There are five radial lines in the lower and 
four in the right-hand quadrant; there is no circle. 

2. . This dial is on a diagonal quoin. The stylehole 
is Jin. in diameter and lin. deep ; the dial is 
surrounded by a· circle with holes in it. The noon 
line is 3!in. long, the circle being 6!in. in diameter. 

The centre line of the church is 4 ° north of true 
east and west. 

RAPE OF CHICHESTER. 

ALDINGBOURNE CHURCH. 

15. There are two dials on the wes't jamb of the 
Norman south door. 

1. This dial consists of a circle with radial lines. 
The stylehole is 4ft. above ground level and i in. 
in diameter. The noon line is 1£in. in length, the 
circle being 3!in. diameter. The quadrant, from 

· 6 a.m. to noon, is divided into four periods by three 
lines, the nearest to the noon line being the mass 
line. The quadrant, from noon to 6 p.m., is similarly 
divided. The upper quadrants are each marked 
out into three periods. 

2. Below No. 1 on the same jamb. This dial 
consists of a semi-circle 3!in. in diameter; the noon 
line is l!in. long, the stylehole is Jin. diameter. The 
left-hand quadrant is divided into three spaces of 
two hours each ; . the right hand is left blank. 

On the nook shaft adjoining are three small 
crosses with pits at the ends of the arms. 

The centre line of the church is 5° south of true 
east and west. 
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0VING . CHURCH. 

16. There are two dials ·on the priest's door in the-
south wall of the Early English chancel. 

I. A beautiful little dial on the west jamb .. 
The stylehole is 4ft. 3in. above ground level; it is 
surrounded by a circle of two lines. The noon line 
is 2£in. long, the circle, which is double, being: 
5tin. in diameter. The quadrant, from 6 a.m. 
to noon, is divided by lines, with pits at their ends,. 
into five equal spaces. There is one imperfect line 
only in the corresponding quadrant. 

2. In the centre of a stone at the opposite side-
of the door. This is a much ruder dial. The stylehole 
is 4ft. 3in. above ground level and Jin. in diameter; 
it is very shallow (probably blocked by a portion of 
the style). The noon line is 2!in. long, the horizontal 
line is very faint, the radial lines have a pit at their' 
ends; there is no circle. The quadrant, from 6 a.m. 
to noon, has the 9 a.m. mass line and one other,. 
an<;l the opposite quadrant is similarly divided. 

'The centre line of the church is 10° north of true. 
east and west. 

BoxGROVE PRIORY. 

17. There are two dials on the second buttress of 
the south aisle from the east end of the church. 

1. A plain circle with the mass line only shewn. 
The stylehole is 5ft. 6in. above ground level, !in. 
diameter and lin. deep; the diameter of the circle 
is 7!in. 

2. This dial is more elaborate than the other. 
It is fully divided, enclosed in a double line circle, 
and a very good specimen of a later date. 
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The following churches in West Sussex have been 
examined and no dials found on them :-

Angmering Hardham 
Appledram Houghton 
Arundel Hunston 
Burp ham Littlehampton 
Bury Lyminster 
Donnington North Mundham 
Eastergate Pulborough 
F indon Tangmere 
Goring 1 Westhampnet. 

The Author's sincere thanks are due to our member' 
Mr. C. H. Goodman, who has kindly placed at his 
disposal the photographs which illustrate this paperi 
He has visited and photographed, or drawn, severa 
dials which are not described in this paper, not only 
in West but East Sussex, and it is to be hoped that 
.he will give our Society a paper on them in a future 
volume of collections. 



NOTES AND QUERIES. 

The Editor will be glad to receive short Notes on Discoveries and Matters of ' 
Interest relating to the Antiquities and History of the County, for insertion 
in the '' Collections,'' such communications to be addressed to him at' 
Barbican House, Lewes. 

No. 1. 
THE SHRINE AND RELICS OF SAINT RICHARD OF. 

CHICHESTER, AND RELICS AT WISBOROUGH GREEN 
OH URCH. 

In Medireval times large sums of money had to be raised 
from the parishioners and others for the maintenance of the Parish_ 
Church and its services, and amongst the various means adopted,. 
money was found by the offerings at the shrine of a Saint, or to-
the relics of one, which the Parish Church possessed, and in 
many cases these offerings amounted to considerable sums. 

If possible, some relic of the Patron Saint was acquired. 
Chichester Cathedral possessed the shrine of Saint Richard, its 
Bishop, rich in jewels, gold, silver and images, and at Wisborough 
Green there was a large and varied collection of relics, including--
the beard and hair of St. Peter, the Patron Saint of the Church. 

St. Edmund, Salisbury, possessed the hand of St. Thomas, 
encased in a hand-shaped silver reliquary, and his ring of gold. 
in an ivory box bound with silver, and the comb, part of a shirt, 
and a cruet belonging to the same Saint, a piece of the stole of Saint 
Dunstan, and a piece of the skull of Saint Wolfrida (Abbess of 
Wilton) standing in a fote of silver and parcel gilt. 

St. Piran, Cornwall, had a most valuable asset in the relics 
of the Patron Saint, which were not only kept in the church, but 
were carried about outside the parish to raise fun:ds. In' 1269· 
the vicar's stipend was stated to be partly made up of the profits 
arising from carrying around the Saint's relics. In 1281, in an 
inventory taken at St. Piran 's of t he goods of the church, there 
are enumerated (amongst many other things) a box in which St .. 
Piran 's head was kept, and a hearse in which was placed the body· 
of St. Piran for processions. At a visitation of this church in 1331, 
it is 'ltated that: '' The parishioners continue as before to carry 
the relics of St. Piran in an unwarrantable manner to various and_ 
even distant places.'' 
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In 1433, Sir John Arundel bequeathed 40 shillings for the 
use of the parish to enable them to enclose the Saint's head 
-honourably and in the best manner they could devise. When the 
little original church, which had been-overwhelmed by the sands, 
-was cleared out in the first half of the last century, St. Piran 's 

-~headless remains were discovered beneath the altar. 

There is no doubt that these relics were greatly venerated, 
and that they were resorted to by great crowds down to the time 
of the Reformation. 

At St. Augustine 's, Hedon, on the fair day of St. Mary 
Magdalene, the chest of relics was carried around the town in 

. ..solemn procession, and a collection made. 
These examples show the importance attached to relics, and 

the considerable sums brought in by their exhibition. 
In 1538 it was ordered that all shrines should be abolished, 

.and King Henry VIII. issued a commission to Sir William Goring 
.and William Erneley to repair to Chichester Cathedral and there 
to take down the shrine and bones of St. Richard, and to bring all 
the silver, gold, jewells and ornaments to the Tower of London. 

'This was duly done, the shrine razed to the ground, and the jewels 
brought to the Tower at a cost of £40. 

JNVENTORY OF THE PARCELS OF GOLD, SILVER, RELICS, 
·ORNAMENTS AND OTHER JEWELS, TAKEN FROM THE 
.SHRINE OF THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF 'CHICHESTER, 
FRIDAY, 20th DECEMBER-30 H_ENRY VIII. BY WILL 

·GORING AND WILLERNELEYCOMMISSIONERSTOT;1KE 
DOWN THE SHRINE. 

Hereafter folowith the J ewells of Gold Sylver Relykes ornaments 
.and other Juelles takyn from the shyrne in the Cathedrall Churche 
-of Chychester the Fryday the 20th day of December the 38th year 
of the reyne of our most Drede Sovereyn Lord Henry the Sth by 
William Goryng Knight and William Erneley Esquyer Com-
.rnyssoners unto our seid Sovereyn Lord the Kyng to take down 
the seid Shyrne with all suche gold sylver juelles relickes and 
ornaments of the same and the same shryne to be raized and 

-0.estroyed as more pleynly apperith by the seid Commission. The 
which gold sylver and other jewelles remanyth in 6 cofers a caskett 
.and in a little boxe. 
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Item first in a shippe Cofer 55 yni.ages sylver and gilt. 
Item in a longe cophyn F'herein Bissh0pp Rycherds bones wher 

.in 57 ymages of sylver and gilt. . 
Item th:r;ee ·other cofers full of brokyn sylver. 
Item a cofer with 3 lokkes .that was delyvered by the Deane and 

Archdekyn with Relykkes and other Jewelles parcel of the seid 
·Shyrne. 

Item in a litel Boxe 31 Rynges with stonys and 3 other J ewelles. 
Item in a Caskett 51 Jewelles sett with stonyes and perlys. 

-Exch. T. R. Misc. Books. Vol. 154, p. 102. 

RELICS AT WISBOROUGH GREEN CHURCH. 
Be yt knone yt ye 15 daye off August yn ye 30th yere off or 

soverayne Lorde Kyng Henry the 8th; I Wyllyam Goryng knyght 
have recevyd off Wyllyam Humfre one off the cherchwardyns off 
Wysborrow grene these feyned & superstytius relyckes followyng, 
before Sir Rolande curat & dyvers other off the sayd parishe. 

In primis, A crucyfyx whereoff the fote is sylver & the mydes a 
crystal! stone contaynyng a lytyll quantity off our ladys mylke 
with other bones. 

Item an other off ye Tumbe & vestmentes of Sanct Thomas off 
Canterberrye. 

Item reliques of the hair shirt and bones of Saint J ames. 
Item reliques of the cloak in which St. Thomas the martyr was 

martyred. 
Item reliques of the blood of'Thomas the martyr. 
Item of the sepulchre of the Lord. 
Item of St. Sebastian the martyr & of Sylvestre. 
Item reliques of St. Peter's beard and hair. 
Item reliques of St. Giles. 
Item reliques of the mount of Olives. 
Item reliques of the stones with Which St. Stephen was stoned. 
Item reliques of the rechet of St. Edmund Archbishop of Canter-

' bury. 
Item The comb of St. James. 
Also dyvers sage men of ye parisb.e doth saye and testyfye yt 

the foresayd relyckes have been used and offeryd unto tymE7 
<mt of mynde. 

Item a chymer of Sent Thomas of Canterburye. 
Letters and Papers Henry VIII. Vol. 135, p. 90. 

H. MICHELL WHITLEY. 
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No. 2. 

RECENT "FINDS" AT SELSEY. 
Three Roman coins found on East Beach Selsey. Not previously 

recorded. All base silver or 3rd brasses. Bad condition. 
1. Julius c~sar. Obv., Elephant. Leg. C.!ESAR; Rev., Sacrificial Imple-

ments. 
2. Antoninus Pius. Obv. Head to R. Leg. DIVUS ANTONINUS ; Rev .• 

Emperor seated. Leg. DIVO PIO . 
3. Clodius Albinus (Emperor in Britain c. 195). Obv. Bust to R. Leg. 

D. CLOD. SEPT. ALBIN. CAES; R ev., Pallas with Shield, Lance and Palm. 
Leg. MINER. PACIF. COS. II. 

One important Early British coin has been found on the shore, 
the main interest of which is that, though silver, it was in perfect 
preservation. It appears to be unpublished, but Dr. G. Hill (Keeper 
of Coins, B.M.), writes : " It comes close to the coins that have-
been found in Jersey-(Muret-Chabouillet, 10,400, etc.)-and also 
in South Hants-(Num. Chron. 1911, Pt. V., fig. 17)-though 
these do not show the '' eye '' at the back of the head. It 
is in exactly the same state of oxidation as the silver coins from 
Hengistbury. '' 

A small hoard of early pennies from the Chichester Mint has 
come to light in excavating foundations, but it is not certain 
whether they had been deposited with the '' animus trovandi.'' 
They are as follows :-

(i) Four of Aethelred 11.-
(a) .!ELPINE MO. CIS. 
(b) .!EDEZTAN MO. CIZE. 
(c). ,, ,, ,, ANCLOX. 
(d) CYNNA MO. C!ZE. 

(ii) Six of Edward the Confessor-
(a) .!ELFPINE ON. CECEIT. 
(b) ,, CICEST. 
(c) GODPINE ON. CICEIT. 
(d) ,, CICEST. 
(e ) PULFRIC ON. CICE!T. 
(/) ,, ,, CICEST. 

(iii) Two of William I. '' Pax pennie8.'' 
(a) BRYMAN ON. CI C. 
(b ) EDPINE ON. CICEST. 

Though not of Archmological interest, I may record the 
finding of a fossil snout of the sword-fish (Histiophorus eocaenicus), 
a species hitherto known as a Lower Eocene fossil. 

EDWARD HERON ALLEN, F.R.S. 
Selsey. June, 1918. 
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No. 3. 
PEVENSEY LEVELS: A CORRECTION. 

THE INNINGS OF PEVENSEY LEVELS. 
(BY L. F. SALZMAN. VOL. 53). 

145 

Having, during the last 17 years, acted as Chairman to the Com-
missioners of Pevensey Levels (which post I have lately resigned 
in favour of a younger Commissioner, Lieut.-Col. P. R . Papillon, 
D.S.O.), I have taken a great interest in the work and other matters 
connected with the Levels, and, amongst other things, I cannot 
agree with the statement made by Mr. Salzman on page 49, 
vol. 53. · 

In the decree of 1402 we have the following :-
" Tenants from above Tonleghebrigge to Coudennesbrigge 

should pay half a share. " , 
In his note on the above, Mr. Salzman says:-
'' Tonlegh Bridge (Tunlegh and Tunyleigh occur in the 

XIVth Century Court Rolls of Wartling Manor) was Stone Bridge, 
at the foot of Barnhorne, and Coudenne or Cooding Bridge was 
somewhere near the present sluice.'' 

What I should like to learn is, why in the decree of 1402, 
when making orders as to the Levels near Boreham Bridge, Mr. 
Salzman suddenly jumps across to entirely another part of the 
Level, when we have above Boreham Bridge, and in the same 
Level, a bridge now called Tilley Bridge (an Old Hundred Bridge), 
and just above this latter another bridge called Cowden Bridge, 
a private bridge on Cowden Farm belonging to the Earl of 
Ashburnham. The land adjoining these bridges pays half-scot 
to the general expenses of the Levels. 

Can we not read for " Tonleigh " Tilley, and for Coudenne 
'' Cowden 1 '' There is also a Manor of Cowden. 

The old road, long disused, can easily be traced from where 
Herstmonceux and Wartling Parishes join on the road from 
Belhurst to Wartling Hill, through the gardens at Windmill 
Hill Place, across the present main road, through the woods in 
the North Park at Windmill Hill over Cowden Bridge, past the 
farmhouse, and to the east of Bodle Street to Bucksteep. This 
road left the present Belhurst and Wartling Hill road at the point 
where the old fence of Herstmonceux Park touched the road. 

I have no doubt in my own mind, but that Mr. Salzman 
has made a mistake in these bridges in his otherwise interesting 
paper. 

K 
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The old brick bridge over Waller 's Haven, on the main road 
from Lewes to Battle, known as Boreham Bridge, between the 
Parishes of Wartling and Ninfield, was pulled down in 1914 -15 
and re-instated by the County Council with an ugly girder bridge. 

HERBERT CURTEIS. 

[By a sad coincidence the proof of this note reached me at the 
same time as the news of the death of Mr. Curteis . His knowledge 
of the neighbourhood of P evensey was extensive, and I think his 
suggestion is certainl11 correct.-EDITORj . 

No. 4. 

FIRE-BACK FROM THE OLD ANCHOR INN AT HART-
FIELD, NOW IN PENNYSYLVANIA. 

The inhabitants of one of the foremost and smokiest of the 
iron cities of the modern world have now the opportunity of 
examining work in the same material that was turned out in bye-
gone days at what is to-day, at any rate, one of the quietest and 
most placid of the villages of t he Sussex Weald. Mr. Carnegie 
has placed in the famous institution that he founded years ago 
in Pittsburgh (the Carnegie Institute), a very plain old fire-back 
of Sussex iron, which was probably made at Buxted. He secured 
it by purchase from the Garrett family, whose members were long 
in the service of the De la Warrs, a house which, by the way, has 
given its name (now spelled Delaware) to a State, a river, a tribe 
of Indians, a county in Pennsylvania, and a university town in 
Ohio, within the territory of the American union. 

The fire-back (which is exhibited in the immediate vicinity 
of a flying machine) is, on an average, a little over one inch ~hick, 
and very roughly made. Its top is formed by a semi-circle rudely 
made up of eight straight sides. In the centre, very much worn 
by fires, are the royal arms in high relief, with crown surmounted 
by a cross above. The surrounding motto, '' Roni soit qui mal y 
pense '' is very nearly illegible. The only other mark is the date 
(1589) high up on the left side, the '' 5 '' being in the common 
Elizabethan form of an elongated '' S. '' The number-plates 
slightly project and display, with rather unusual clearness, how 
the figures could be adjusted without changing the whole mould. 

For centuries t his back was in the old Anchor Inn at Hart-
field, for which hostelry it seems likely that it was originally 
made. 

IAN c. HANNAH, F.S.A. 



NOTES AND QtJ'.ERlES. 147 
No. 5. 

W ITGHGRAFT IN SUSSEX. 
A request, printed in the last volume, for further instances 

of the survival of the belief in magic in Sussex, has brought one 
answer from an East Sussex parish :-'' There is a woman, still 
living, 73 years of age, who has a profound. belief in witchcraft. 
She constantly boil'l pins in urine, and stops up all the windows 
and cracks in her cottage to draw the man to her door that was 
doing her harm. This man, she declares, ' seeds ' her garden to 
prevent her fowls from laying eggs . She met the man once, but he 
only made faces at her, she declares, so she had to boil some more 
pins.'' 
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