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Sussex Rrchreological Societ~. 

SUSSEX LYNOHETS AND 1'H~IR 

ASSOCIATED FIE LD-WAYS. 
BY ELIOT CURWEN, M.A., 1\LB., B.CH., F.S.A. 

AND 
ELIOT CECIL CURWEN, M.A., B.CH. , 1\LR.C.S., 

L.R.C.P. 

IN our recent paper dealing with the area of the 
Downs immediately to the east of Burpham we made 
reference to a remarkable series of earthworks, situated 
on the southern slopes of Kithurst Hill, nearly two 
miles to the south of Storrington.1 Since then we 
have had the opportunity of making a survey of this 
series, which is contained within an area roughly a 
mile long by a third of a mile in width (see general site 
plan, Plate I .). These earthworks will serve very 
well as a basis for the consideration of the question of 
lynchets and their associated field-ways, though some 
of their features have no direct bearing on it. It will 
be well, however, to take this opportunity of putting 
the whole series on record. 

The term "lynchet" is commonly applied to one of a 
series of terraces, generally square or rectangular, 
which are not infrequently found situated on the 
gentle southern slopes of the Downs, or covering a 
southerly-directed tongue of the main ridge (Fig. 1). 
Much less frequently in Sussex they take the form of 
long, narrow terraces, on a steep hillside. The banks 
which form the terrace vary from a fevv inches to 10, 12, 
or even 18 feet in height. The subject of lynchets 

1 S.A.O., LXIII., 41- 44. 
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has been dealt with by many writers, some of whom 
have not failed to put forward the usual wild con-
jectures as to their origin. Among those who have 
contributed to our knowledge of the matter are 
Professor Seebohm,2 1\1r. Poulett Scrope,3 Dr. Colley 
March,4 Mr. Laurence Gomme,5 Ir. \Valter Johnson,6 

FIG. 1. YIEW OF LYNCHETS NEAR JEVINGTON 
(Drawn from photo by the Rev. W. Budgen). 

and, with special reference to ussex, Mr. Reginald 
Blaker, 7 and Mr. H erbert S. Toms. 

In Plate II. we show a section ·which was cut through 
two of a serie of tep-like lynchets on Thundersbarrow 
Hill, near Shoreham.9 I t will be seen that the banks 
are formed by an accumulation of mould and broken 

' Enqlish Village Commun;ty. P~pec i>1lly pp. 3-7. 
3 Wilt .< . Arch .• 11.ag .. XII., 185- 192 . 
• Proc . D orset F ield Club. xxn-. , 66- 9::!. • V illag~ Comnnmity, chap. IV. 
6 Folk ~11emory, chap . XIH. .A.O., XL\-., 19 - 203. 
8 B righton H erald. Apr. 9. 1910: Antiquary, :\' ov. 1911 , pp. 411- 417; 

Trans. Eastbourne Sat . H ist . oc .. Jan . l!:>l 7, pp. 45- 53: 'uss. County H erald, 
Oct. 21, 1922. 

• Locally known as thP ''Giant·s teps·· or " Thunder's Steps.·· 6" 0 .S., 
LXV .. N." '·· about 13·23"-10·75". For explanation of these map-references 
see S.A..C., LXIII., 3n. 
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chalk with flints on top of the undisturbed chalk. It 
will also be noticed th.at immediately under the banks 
some of the undisturbed chalk has been removed, thus 
adding to the height of the lynchet. It is natural to 
conclude that the soil so removed has gone to form 

- /fORJZONT/ / L SCALl!: -
rEcr 10 " o 10 

- V£RT/ C rlL SCALI': 

'--------------------------' ... 

the bank next in order below it. Thus the formation 
of each bank, or lynchet, depends upon two factors-
( 1) the accumulation of soil above, or, as we might 
call it, the positive factor; and (2) the removal of soil 
from below, or the negative factor. The dotted line 
in the figure represents the .original surface line. These 
two factors, the positive and the negative, will come 
to the fore again when we consider the roads that are 
often to be found associated with lynchets. 

Manifestly this postulates human agency. Large 
quantities of earth are removed from the upper half 
of an area of ground, and deposited in the lower half, 
the nett result being a partial levelling of the surface. 
But as most of our Sussex lynchets are situated on 
ground that is not unduly steep, the slight amount of 
levelling that results from lynchet-formation must be 
incidental rather than intentional, and the advantages 
gained by the accumulation of good soil in the lower 

c 
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part of the field are counter-balanced by the dis-
advantages resulting from the denudation of the 
upper part. 

The explanation of this is not far to seek. If a 
hillside is ploughed with a simple type of plough, which 
only turns the sod over one way, and at the end of 
the furrow has to be taken back idle to the starting-
point of the next furrow, and if the same field is 
ploughed in the same manner year after year, it must 
inevitably result in the transference of soil from one 
side of the field to the other. If the ploughing is done 
horizontally along the hillside, the sods are naturally 
turned downhill. It comes to thi. , therefore, that 
each year of ploughing, one sod is transferred from 
the upper edge of the field to the lower. This process, 
which is doubtle s accelerated by the action of weather, 
results in a condition identical with that which is 
actually found " ·hen a section is dug through a series 
of lynchets.10 

Now if a whole hillside is ploughed in thi manner as 
one field, the soil will be transferred direct from the 
top of the hill to the bottom (Plate III., A). The 
removal of soil from the upper part of the hillside 
will make the undi turbed ground above it stand out 
as a bank- this is the negative factor spoken of above-
and such a bank may well be called, for convenience, a 
negative lynchet. On the other hand, the soil that 
accumulates at the bottom of the hill ·will represent 
the positive factor in the formation of a lynchet, and 
such a bank, consisting solely of accumulated soil, 
we shall hereafter refer to as a positive lynchet. It 
will thus be seen that a negative lynchet consists 
solely of undisturbed soil, while a positive lynchet i 
formed entirely of soil accumulated by the plough. 
The looseness of the latter is often utilised by rabbits, 
whose activities so often proclaim the presence of 
disturbed soil. 

10 Dr. Colley :.HarC'h seems to have been Jed to the C'onclusion that lyu chets 
are partly of natural origin, b<><'ause he failed to 1·ecogni e the negative element 
in lynclwt -formation in the sections which he dug (Proc. Dorset Field Club, 
XXIV., 66-92). 
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If, now, instead of being ploughed as one large field, 
the hill ide is divided up into several smaller areas, one 
above the other, and separated from one another by 
narrow strips of unploughed ground, the downward 
creep of the soil will be arrested at the foot of each field, 
and the fields will come to be divided from one another 
by lynchets which consist of both positive and negative 
factors (Plate III., B). 

-L , ._\ "ClfF.TS.-
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In this connection it is interesting to note the 
derivation of the three principal words by which these 
cultivation terraces are known in England, viz., 
" lynchet" (or "lynch"), "balk," and "rein" (York-
shire). These words are either derived from, or 
cognate with, respectively, the A. S. hlinc, the vVelsh 
bale, and the German rain, each of which means the 
strip of land left unploughed between two ploughed 
portions. Such an unploughed strip gradually becomes 
a bank in the manner we have de cribed, while the 
name (lynchet, balk or rein) sticks to it, and so comes 
to be applied to the terrace thus formed. In view 
of this derivation, the term "lynchet" ought probably 
to be applied only to the banks separating the fields, 



6 SuSSEX LYXCHETS A.ND THEIR FIELD-,VAYS 

and not to the fields them eh-e . It has, hovrnYer, 
become secondarily applicable to the entire terrace, 
consisting of field and bank. 

Professor Seebohm says that in the ancient law of 
'Vales an erw, or ploughed strip, ''wa diYided from 
its neighbours by an unploughed balk of turf two 

Fm. 2. SKYE CnOFTER CSI:\G ASCHRO~I 

(Deawn from photo taken in 1920) . 

furrows wide."11 In .·upport of this he quotes the 
following : "The boundary ( tel"L'yn) bet-ween two erw , 
two furro-ws, and that is called a balk (synach) ." 12 

An excellent example of the modern formation of 
lynchets by the u. e of a one-\Yay plough is to be seen in 

LL Reebohm. E11pli.•h T" illa'}e Comm1111ity. p. l l fl . 
1' Ant::ient Lau· of H'a /e. . II . p. 269. 
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the fields surrounding the village of Uig in the Isle of 
Skye. Some of the crofters of Skye still u ·e the 
primitive caschrom, or foot-plough (Fig. 2), which 
consists of a curved handle about 5 feet in length, 
attached at an obtuse angle to a straight, iron-shod 
foot-piece about 3 feet long. In this wet island the 
furrows are made to run up and down the hill, for 
purposes of drainage, never along the hillside, while 
the fields, or, as we should call them, allotments, are 
long narrow strips running in the same direction. 
·when using the caschrom the crofter begins his first 
furrow at the bottom of the field, at the left-hand 
corner (left-hand to an observer who is looking down 
at him from the top of the field). He faces do;vnhill, 
that is, in the opposite direction to that in which he is 
going to drive hi furrow. Placing his heel on a peg 
provided for the purpose, he presses the foot-piece of 
his instrument obliquely into the ground, and then, 
by depressing the handle, he levers up the sod; at 
the same time by a dextrous wrench of the handle, he 
turns the sod over to his left. This done, he takes a 
step backwards up the hill, and repeats the process, 
until, progressing backwards, he reaches the top of the 
field. He then picks up the caschrom and carries 
it idle down to the bottom of the field, and begins a new 
furrow on the right of the one he has just made. 

This is the invariable method of using a caschrom, 
which is a useful instrument, and does its work quickly 
and skilfully in the hands of one accustomed to its use. 
If a caschrom is not used, a fork or spade usually takes 
its place. Horse-ploughing is quite uncommon in 
Skye, because of the rough nature of the land. It is 
not at all surprising, under these circumstances, to find 
the left-hand edge of the field (the observer is still 
looking down the hill) banked up at the expense of the 
right, since the sods are invariably turned over to the 
left. If it had been the habit of the Skye crofter to 
drive his furrows horizontally, instead of vertically, 
the lynchets would doubtless have formed at the lower 
edges of the fields, just as they have done in Sussex. 
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With regard to the Sussex lynchets, situated as they 
commonly are on gently sloping hills, the ground often 
falls in a direction oblique to the sides of the field, with 
the result that the lowest part of such a field is not one 
edge, but one corner. In whatever direction, therefore, 
the furrows lay, one or other or both of the side · 
adjacent to the lowe. t corner would tend to become 
positive lynchet . This would account for the side-
balks, which are so characteristic of South Down 
lynchets. As will be suggested later, these lateral 
lynchets may be the result of ploughing in two different 
directions at right angles to one another. 

FIELD-WAY ASSOCIATED WITH LYXCHETS. 

The presence of a large number of contiguous fields 
necessitates some means of approach to them. In its 
simplest form this would naturally consist of a strip 
of unploughed land between the fields, wide enouah 
to accommodate the necessary traffic. As lynchet-
formation progressed, the appearance of this road-
way would vary according to its relation to the slope 
of the hill. 

Type I. If it run straight up and dow"I1 the hill, 
without any fall of the ground across the line of its 
direction, such a road will present no special features, 
except that in such situations it is generally provided 
vvith a small bank on each side,13 possibly to prevent 
encroachment of wayfarers on the fields, and of the 
plough on the road.H If the road runs along the back 
of a ridge, with ploughed land falling a·way on either 
hand, it will be bounded on either side by a negative 
lynchet, that is, a udden slight drop of the ground-
level from the edge of the road. In such situations 
the banks, if pre ent, generally mask the lynchet , 

13 The so il of which s uch banks a re formed has probably been cleri,·ecl from 
the s urface of the road itse lf. as there are no ditches. ln some cases thev ma\' 
ha ,·e been made up of flints remo,·ecl from the fields. • · 

11 In the ancient \Yelsh law,; occurs the following amusing enactm ent: 
" Sixscore pence is clue to the lord for ploughing up a road . bu t nothing is clue 
for sowin~ it nor fo r harrowing it. ince there is no penalty for impro,·ing it ."-
Ancient L mc ·or Wale-<. ll .. p. 2u9. 
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which are of small size (Plate III., 0 ). This type, if 
possessing banks, niay be termed "bi-vallate" for 
convenience in description. 

Type II. If, however, a road runs horizontally 
along a hillside, between fields, it will be bounded on 
one side by the accumulation of soil at the foot of the 
field above, and on the other by the drop caused by 
the excavation of soil at the top of the field below 
(Plate III., D, and Plate X., section B). Thus the 
field-way comes to have the appearance of a double 
lynch.et in which the positive and negative halves are 
separated by a narrow ledge of undisturbed ground 
which constitutes the road. Such may be called, for 
convenience, a "double-lynchet" road.15 

Type III. A road running in circumstances similar 
to those of Type II. may be bounded on its upper edge 
by a positive lynchet, and on its lower by an artificial 
bank which may, or may not, mask a negative lynchet16 

(Plate III., E). 
To summarise these three types, a road may be: 
Type I. Bounded on both sides, either by small 

banks or by negative lynchets. 
Type II. Bounded on its upper edge by a positive 

Iynchet, and on its lower by a negative. 
Type III. Bounded on its upper edge by a positive 

lynchet, and on its lower by a bank. 
It is important to bear these points in mind, as with 

them is intimately bound up the question of the 
relative age of other earthworks that may be found in 
association with lynchets. 

THE KITHURST HILL EARTHWORKS. 

The ground occupied by these earthworks lies 
between the 400 and 600 feet contours, and is broken 
by two small valleys, Chantry Bottom and Leap 

25 For possible anomafous forms of Type II. roads, see pp. 29 and 34, and 
Plate III., F, G. 

2s In ome cases, however, it is quite possible that the positive lynchet 
overlies, and, o masks, the upper bank of a bivallate road; cf. the case of the 
west end of the south bank of the lat·ge Covered 'Vay on Barpham Hill (S.A.G., 
LXIII., 20). A good example of this type of road occurs in E astwick Bottom, 
near Patcham. 
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Bottom, which run in a north-east and south-west 
direction. The intervening spur is known as ]\fiddle 
Brow.17 \Vest of these the hill slopes gently and 
evenly to the south. 

The earthworks comprise: 
1. Two contiguous ,~alley-entrenchments in Chantry 

Bottom.1 8 

2. An irregular terraced and pitted area situated 9n 
the western slope of Chantry Bottom, an~:..e.~,""! 
joining the preceding.19 -lt:\'..' 

3. An extensive series of lynchets on .Middle Brow, 
together with roads which we shall show 
reason for considering to be of a Celtic, or 
British, type, two small barrows, a rectangular 
earthwork enclosing three small pits, and, 
finally, some small banks of obscure origin and 
purpose. 

4. Two valley-entrenchments in L eap Bottom.20 

5. A series of lynchets in J:f artin' s Croft Furze21 to 
the west of Leap Bottom, and extending along 
the north-west slope of that valley ~as far as 
the northern valley-entrenchment; and, super-
imposed upon some of these lynchets (viz., in 
Martin's Croft Furze and adjoining the northern 
valley-entrenchment in Leap Bottom), some 
small univallate earthworks. 

6. A rectangular earthwork adjoining Thornwick 
Barn,22 about half-a-mile west of Martin's Croft 
Furze. 

7. A series of five shallow pits in Thornwick Plain, 
500 feet north of Thornwick Barn.23 

1 7 6" O.S .. L ., X .E . The names. Chantry B ottom . Leap (or L epe) B ottom, 
Middle Bro\Y, )lart in 's Crof t Fur ze, Buckfence Corner, Th ornwick B a rn , are 
local, and a re n ot t o be found on the maps. The h ead of Ch an t ry B ottom is 
immediately to th e south -" ·est of Chantry P ost . 

18 Ibid. , 12·8"- 0·3". 19 I bid., 12 ·6"-0·3". 20 I bid., 11 ·5"-2·0" and 11 ·5"-l ·6". 
01 Ibid., 10·0"- l ·O". "" Ib id., i·0"- 0 ·-!". 2a I bid .. i ·3"- 1 ·2". 
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We will now proceed to consider each of these in 
detail. As far as possible topographical descriptions 
and measurements will be avoided, since they can 
most easily be appreciated by a perusal of the plans 
and sections, and our remarks will be· confined to the 
salient features of the earthworks. The description 
of Middle Brow will be left to the last as it presents 
the most important features from the point of Yiew 
of our subject. 

1. The two contiguous entrenchments in Chantry 
Bottom (Plate IV.), each consist of an imperfect 
rectangle, and they shar~ one side in common. The 
west side of the southern enclosure is wanting, as is 
also the western half of the common side. Each side 
consists of a bank, with exterior ditch. In the case 
of the common side the ditch is on the south of the 
bank, and communicates at its east end \Yith the 
exterior fosse. 

A few feet short of its northern end the northern 
earthwork runs up over a lynchet which crosses the 
bottom of the valley at this point-an outlier of the 
Middle Brow series. This is important as indicating 
that the lynchet is older than the valley-entrenchment. 
This lynch et is composed of, or faced with, almost pure 
flint, with a minimum of mould between the stones. 
Mr. Toms24 regards this as evidence that the field 
was re-cultivated at some time subsequent to its 
original cultivation, but before the construction of the 
valley-entrenchment. Similar flinty lynchets are to 
be found on Park Brow and elsmd1er · (see 
below). 

Wi-bhin the enclosures are certain irregular hollows. 
Adjoining the west side of the northern enclosure, and 
outside the latter, is a circus-like structure, consisting 
of a circular hollow communicating with the ditch of the 
entrenchment. On its west side it is hollowed out of 
the rising ground; on its north and south it is bounded 
by two curved artificial banks which flank the entrance 
from the ditch. The floor is depressed belmY the level 

•• Suss. County Herald, Oct. 21, 1922. 
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of the ditch, and the inner surface of the banks is 
shelving. The diameter is 50 feet from crest to crest. 

About the middle of the northern side of the northern 
enclosure is an entrance, which seems likely to be 
original, though it affords passage for a cart-track, and 
there is always the possibility of the latter having 
been its cause. 

The few shards of pottery which we have found 
within the area of these entrenchments are of Romano-
British type. 

2. Closely adjoining the west side of the southern 
entrenchment, and situated on the western slope of the 
valley, is a terraced area, the surface of which is much 
broken ·with irregular, vague mounds and hollows 
(Plate IV.). Its northern side is bounded by a slight 
bank with still slighter exterior ditch, which is carried 
north-westwards beyond the area in question, to be 
lost on the crest of a large lynchet. The entrance to 
the area appears to have been on the outh side, in the 
form of a break through the crest of the terrace ( o:r 
lynchet) which bounds the area on that side. In one 
localised spot in this area (indicated on the plan by a 
cross) we found a considerable quantity of shards of 
what Mr. R. L. Hobson, of the British Museum, pro-
nounces to be medieval pottery of the fourteenth or 
fifteenth centuries, and also a few oyster-shells. 

At the point indicated by a cross in Plate I. a first-
brass of Antoninus Pius (A.D. 139- 161) was found by a 
rabbit-catcher in 1921 in a rabbit-burrow. 

3. In Leap (or Lepe) Bottom are two more valley-
entrenchments (Plate V.). The upper, or north-east, 
is ovoid, consisting of a bank and exterior ditch. The 
west side of the original earthwork is deficient, the gap 
being bridged across by a later and smaller bank 
having its ditch on the inner side. This latter overlies 
the well-nigh obliterated remains of the tail end of a 
large lynchet- an outlier of the Martin's Croft series. 
Part of the north side of this enclosure has been 
destroyed by cultivation; near its north end is a 
rectangular depression, surrounded on three sides by ~a 



PLA rt: V. 

-L.A 1(§-
- LGAi?> : OTTG!vi.-

-sCAJTOF Fill.-

.•::::::::::::.·.·.:::: 

::· 

SECTTOlf C: D. 

- SCAJYOF FEET FOR SECTiONS.-· 
JO S 0 /0 
fiifi ,,f -=-=- 20 JO = ---!,0 

R.G 
'-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--'1922 



SUSSEX LYNCHETS A D THEIR FIELD-WAYS 15 

slight bank. On the south side of the enclosure both 
the exterior ditch and the interior slope of the bank 
disappear, leaving . a terrace resembling a lynchet. 
There is no visible entrance to this enclosure. 

The lower, or south-\vestern, Yalley-entrenchment 
is rectangular, the north-western side being formed by 
the balk of an enormous lynchet, 13 feet high, which 
overhangs the earthwork like a high wall. There are 
two entrances to this enclosure, one at the north 
corner, by a terrace which descends the face of the 
lynchet slant-wise, and the other at the west corner, 
consisting of a gap between the surrounding earthwork 
and the lynchet. Running along under the foot of 
the lynchet between the west and north corners of the 
enclosure are faint traces of a very small bank and 
ditch, only from 3 to 6 inches high. It is quite clear 
that the lynchet must have pre-existed the entrench-
ment, and t hat use was made of it to form one side 
of the enclosure. VVithin the area of this earthwork 
are some very indefinite hollows, similar to those in 
the Chantry Bottom entrenchments. They are much 
more vague than it is possible to represent on the plan. 
In some of the hollows we have found crumbling 
fragments of what appears to be mortar. 

The earthworks of both these valley-entrenchments 
present a cross-section very similar to that of the 
entrenchments in Chantry Bottom. The few frag-
ments of pottery which we have found within their 
area are of both Romano-British and medieval 
types. 

4. In Martin's Croft Furze, on the vvest of the 
mouth of Leap Bottom, and extending, with one 
interruption, along the edge of the cultivated ground 
on the western slopes of that valley, is a series of 
lynchets similar to those on Middle Brow, but far less 
extensive. Two of the terraces on the south edge of 
the Furze are pitted, as will be seen on the plan 
(Plate VI.), and are littered with shards of medieval 
pottery, much of it bearing the green glaze character-
istic of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries (Mr. 
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R. L. Hobson). Oyster-shells are also frequent. Im-
mediately adjoining this pottery area are some small 
earthwork-enclosures forming imperfect polygons. 
These are superimposed upon the lynchets, and, there-
fore, of later date. In them we have found no pottery. 

Medieval pottery has been found in fair quantity 
in two other localised sites on the western side of Leap 
Bottom, the exact situations of which are indicated 
on the site-plan (Plate I.). Of these two sites, the 
southern is marked by irregular mounds and hollows. 
The northern, which is situated on a lynchet close to 
the valley-entrenchments in the Bottom, is occupied 
at present as a cabbage-patch. It is fairly thickly 
trewn with green-glazed medieval pottery, large 

nodules of flint, and unhewn blocks of upper green-
sand malm. 

The ground immediately to the north of Martin's 
Croft Furze is under cultivation at the present day, 
and any extension of earthworks which may once have 
existed there has been obliterated. Since the present 
edition ( 1913) of the 6-inch Ordnance Survey Map 
appeared the ground immediately to the south has 
also come under the plough. 

5. About half-a-mile west of Martin's Croft, and 
adjoining Thornwick Barn on its north-east side, are 
what appear to be the remains of two quadrilateral 
enclosures, placed one within the other, and sharing 
their sout h and east sides (or what remains of them) 
in common (Plate VII.). The earthworks are thrown 
up on top of pre-existing lynchets. In the south-east 
corner the ground has been much disturbed, perhaps 
by the makers of the neighbouring pond, which is 
modern. In the centre of the inner enclosure is a 
horseshoe-shaped pit, round which fragments of 
medieval pottery may be picked up. 

6. Immediately to the north and north-west of the 
above-described earthwork are five shallow depressions 
in the ground (Plate VII.). They are situated on an 
open piece of downland called Thornwick Plain, 
which is surrounded by cultivated land and dense 
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furze and brambles. Probably Thornwick Plain itself 
has been under the plough at no very distant period, 
which would account for its freedom from furze and 
for the vague undulations on its surface, which are 
suggestive of ploughed-out lynchets and other features. 
These pits, consequently, are very vague in outline, 
with a vagueness difficult to represent on a plan. 
Their diameter is roughly from 40 to 70 feet, and they 
are about 2 feet deep. Over these pits, and over an 
area extending some distance to the west of them, 
fragments of Romano-Brit ish pottery may be picked 
up in considerable quantities, together with large 
numbers of calcined flints. We have also found a 
few small fragments of Samian ware. 

Mr. de Lavis-Trafford has very kindly dug a section 
through two of these pits; absence abroad has, however, 
prevented him from preparing his report in time for 
this article; when it appears it will show that the pits 
001 tain much Romano-British pottery of the second 
ce tury. They recall the similar series discoYered by 
Dr E. Wight on Kithurst Hill, a mile to the north-
ea t .25 

t is interesting to note that the name of the neigh-
bo ring barn is Thornwick. Close to Eastwick Barn, 
ne r Patcham, is a series of lynchets, with a field-way, 
an a localised area in which Romano-British pottery 
m be picked up. The Covered Way on Willingdon 
Hi 1, near Eastbourne, descends into Harewick Bottom, 
w re also Roman pottery has been found. Near the 
Ro an road which runs over Newmarket Hill to 
Ki gston Hill stands Wick Farm. The suffix -wick is 
de ived from the Latin vicits, a village, via the A. S. 
w'i .26 Was this term applied only to Romano-British 
village which the Saxons found on their arrival in 
Britain? 

7. As has already been stated, Middle Brow (Plate I.) 
is a southerly-directed tongue of Kithurst Hill, and is 
bounded on the east and west respectively by Chantry 

25 S.A .G., LXIII., 222 . 6" O .S., L ., N .E. , 12·0"-4·2". 
26 See Skeat's The Place-names of H ertfordshire, 53, 5-!. 
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Bottom and Leap Bottom. Its ridge and its south 
.and east slopes are occupied by sub-rectangular fields 
separated by lynchets which vary from a few inches to 
12 feet in height. The shape of these fields approaches, 
in general, more nearly to the square than to the acre-
strip (220 by 22 yards) of the medieval open-field 
system, in fact the measurements of these fields bear 
no relation to those of the medieval system. The 
area of the eleven fields which remain complete varies 
approximately from one to three acres, the commonest 
size being between l ·25 and l ·75 acres . 

Middle Brow presents a most complex and interesting 
problem in field-archreology, for, besides the lynchets, 
it possesses a field-way, a rectangular earthwork-
enclosure, two small round barrows, and several small 
banks which resemble boundary-banks. It is in the 
unravelling of the time-relationships of these that the 
interest lies (Plates VIII. and IX.). 

The field-way runs in a north-north-east and south-
south-west direction along the backbone of the ridge. 
Its north end is lost in land which has long been, and 
still is, under the plough, while its south end di appears 
in ground which has been ploughed in comparatively 
recent times, as is evidenced by the vague remnants of 
half-obliterated lynchets. 

It will be convenient to describe thiB road in three 
sections-north, middle and south. These are separated 
by two prominent transverse lynchets, the more 
northerly of which is distinguished by a group of three 
conspicuous pine-trees. We shall refer to this as the 
"Pine-tree Lynchet." The other we shall term the 
"Barrow Lynchet," owing to the proximity of a small 
round barrow which will be described in due course. 

l. The Northern Section (Plate VIII. ).-In this the 
road is bi-vallate (Type I.), where it has not been 
obliterated. The banks are about a foot high, and 
18 feet from crest to crest. They are accompanied 
on either side, at the north end, by a small ditch and 
bank, similar to a modern boundary, or hedge, bank. 
These banks, while following the road in a large part 
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of its course, do not do so slavishly, and are apparently 
not part of the original cheme. \\' e shall refer to 
them as "accessory" banks (or ditches), for want of a 
better term. Like the road-banks, they are in places 
obliterated. 

A hundred and fifty varcls from the north encl a 
small round barrow (Barrow No. 1) adjoins the road 
on its east side. In this part the ea ·t bank of the road 
has disappeared. The barrow has been rifled, the 
excavated material having been thrown out eastwards, 
and it is interesting to note that the eastern "acce -
sory" bank makes a small detour to a\·oid , not only the 
barrow, but also the tip. ThiR suggests that these 
mysterious "accessory., banks 1rnre thrown up sub-
sequently to the rifling of the barro\r. In the bottom 
of the excavation made in the barro\\· bv the riflers 
may be seen a quantity of large calcined flints. 

Almost opposite thi barrow, at a point where the 
two western banks of the road are lost, a small lynchet 
runs from the road west"·ards. It has been all but 
completely obliterated, being only recogni able by 
the slight heave in the urface of the ground when 
viewed in profile. The western side of the field, of 
which this lynchet form the northern limit, can be 
traced along the edge of the hill overlooking Leap 
Bottom (Plate I.). 

A short distance further south a rectangular earth-
work enclosure (240 feet by 120 feet),2 7 bounded by 
two bank with an intervening ditch, adjoins the road 
on its west side, its longer dimension being parallel 
to the road. Opposite the middle of its length a 
fairly \Yell-marked lynchet proceeds from the road 
ea twards. This lynchet can al o be traced westward , 
across the rectangular enclo ure, as a steadilv diminish-
ing hea,·e of the ground. Though at first fairly bold, 
it becomes o faint as to be ea. ily overlooked, but 
that its existence is no figment of an over-zealous 
imagination is shown bv the fact that at its west end 

27 It is interesting to note tha t these at·e the dimens ions of a R oman ac re 
(jugerum ). 
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it joins up ·with a north-south lynchet, the alignment 
of which changes at the point of junction (Plate I.). 

The rectangular enclosure is thus divided into two 
more or less equal parts by this faint lynchet. North 
of it the banks of the road are absent, while those of the 
enclosure are either absent or very much diminished 
in size, and the we tern "accessory" bank is only 
represented by the greener grass of its ditch. South 
of it, the banks of both road and enclosure are well 
marked, while within the enclo ure three shallow pits 
are distinguishable. All this suggests that north of 
the lynchet the ground has been ploughed, resulting 
in the partial obliteration of the earthworks. If so, 
is the lynchet itself the result of this comparatively 
late ploughing, or did it pre-exist the rectangular 
earthwork? 

It will be noted that this faint lynchet on the west 
side of the road is in direct alignment with a well-
marked balk on the east side. Moreover, that on the 
west side has the vague, heaving contour which is 
chara9teristic of a lynchet which has been all but 
levelled, whether by being ploughed over, or by other 
human agency. This appearance differs from that of a 
small undisturbed lynchet in much the same way that 
t he swell on the sea after a storm differs from a wave 
that is driven along by the force of the breeze, and 
the two are readily distinguishable. 

It seems likely then, that the lynchet on the west 
side was originally quite a well-marked one, like that 
on the east-in fact, that the two formed one lynchet 
across the hill, like the Pine-tree Lynchet and Barrow 
Lynchet further south. It must have been so con-
siderable that, if it was formed subsequently to the 
making of the rectangle, the northern half of that 
enclosure must inevitably have been completely, 
instead of only partially, obliterated; and its own 
destruction, which must have occurred at a still later 
period, must have involved the destruction also of the 
southern half of the rectangle. 

The matter is a very difficult one to decide, but we 
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incline to the belief that the lynchet in question was 
levelled prior to the formation of the rectangular 
earthwork, and that the ground immediately north of it 
again underwent a limited amount of ploughing at a 
later period, when the enclosure and road ·were no 
longer used. Probably the ground to the south of it 
has also been ploughed oYer, but not to an extent 
sufficient to obliterate the earthwork. 

As has already been pointed out, the rectangular 
enclosure is bounded by two bank. with an intervening 
ditch.28 In this re pect it resembles the small quadri-
lateral enclosure ·which forms part of the north-eastern 
group of earthwork. in Rewell \Yoocl.29 A further 
point of similarity is the opening leading into the 
ditch at the south-west corner of the :~\Iiddle Brow 
earthwork (see plan, Plate YIII. ). 

On the east side the outer bank forms the west bank 
of the road, and the road and enclosure ha Ye eYerv 
appearance of being coe\'al. If this is so, our belief 
that the enclosure is lateT than the lvnchet " ·hich 
crosses it "ill be confirmed by the obs.erYation that 
the road is later than either tl-le Pine-tree Lvnchet or 
the Barrow Lynchet (to be discussed prese11tly). 

In the southern half of the enclosure are three 
hallow depressions in which we have found fragment 

of Roman pottery. In fact, such fragments may be 
found scattered all over the ground on both ides of the 
road between this point and the Pine-tree Lynchet. 
lVIr. de Lavis-Trafford has been kind enough to cut a 
section through the south-eastern pit and the adjoin-
ing banks, and a second section through the road near 
by at X and Y. His report, when published, will 
sho1v that the character of the pottery, and the posi-
tions in which it wa · found, clearly indicate that bot.Ii 
the rectangular eartlnvork and the road belong to the 
time of the Roman occupation. 

In the middle of the "·est side i · "·hat appears to 
be an entrance; \Yhether there wa one on the east side 

28 For dimensions see sec tion B .. Plate \ ' IlJ. 
29 S.A .C., LXI., 21, 3.3. 3t:i , a nrl Plate II. (fac ing p . 2:3 ). 
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also cannot now be determined, except, possibly, 
by excavation. 

From near the south-west corner of the enclosure a 
wide, shallow ditch, appearing insidiously, sweeps 
southwards to fade away before reaching the Pine-
tree Lynchet. Arising from nothing and ending in 
nothing, it looks like the remains of an older road that 
had become obsolete ere ever the rectangular enclosure 
or the Pine-tree Lynchet had come into being. 

The progress of our field-way from the enclosure 
to the Pine-tree Lynchet is uninterrupted. The 
western "accessory" ditch, which is not visible over 
the southern half of the enclosure, reappears south of 
it, and accompanies the road as the latter crosses the 
Pine-tree Lynchet. The eastern "accessory" bank 
and ditch are not picked up until that lynchet is 
reached. 

2. The jJf iddle Section (Plate IX. ).-According to 
the plan which we have adopted of describing the road, 
the northern and middle sections are separated by the 
Pine-tree Lynchet. This is a well-marked and sharply 
defined ball\:, 5! feet high at its highest part, but 
tailing away to nothing at its western end. The road, 
which in its northern section had maintained a com-
paratively straight course, now makes a double bend 
in order to descend the lynchet obliquely at the place 
where the latter tails out. It is faithfully accompanied 
in this manomvre by the western "accessory" bank, 
or its ditch, while the eastern "accessory" bank is 
picked up on the crest of the lynchet in. the act of 
doing the same thing- facts which prove two things:-
( 1) That the road and "accessory" banks did not 
come into being until the lynchet was fully formed; 
and (2) the so-called "accessory" banks were thrown 
up by some person or persons who at any rate recog-
nised and respected the road if they did not use it. 

After traversing this lynchet the field-way soon 
loses, first its east, and then its west, bank. The 
latter, together with the western "accessory" ditch, 
disappears at a point where a small, but well-marked 
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lynchet runs from the west side of the road westwards. 
As there is no trace of this lynchet to the east of the 
road, both road and lynchet appear in this case to be 
coeval. 

From here southwards the road appears as a faintly-
marked causeway, evidently the ploughed-out relic 
of something much more definite. It is accompanied 
almost as far as the Barrow Lynchet by the eastern 
"accessory" bank, or its ditch, in a very attenuated 
form. Like the road, it also has suffered from the 
plough. The appearance of the road as a causeway 
is doubtless due to its being bounded on either side by 
negative !ynchets.30 

Some 40 feet before reaching the crest of the Barrow 
Lynchet a small round barrow31 with a depression in its 
centre (Barrow No. 2) lies actually on the road itself. 
It does not completely block the fairway, being , ituated 
to the east of the middle line, but allows a passage 
about 9 feet wide on its west side (see section 1, 
Plate VIII.). 

After passing the barrow the road immediately 
proceeds to pierce the Barrow Lynchet by means of an 
oblique cutting. The obliquity of this cutting is 
chiefly due to a change of alignment of the road south 
of the lynchet, but that at its northern end it leads 
directly to that part of the road which is not blocked 
by the barrow is evidence that the latter was there 
when the road was in use. In this case again the 
lynchet must have been fully formed before either the 
road or the barrow appeared. 

3. The Southern Section (Plate IX.). - After piercing 
the Barrow Lynchet the alignment of the road changes. 
Its new course is parallel to its former, but some 60 feet 
further east. Owing to this change of alignment the 
road is no longer running along the actual backbone 
of the r~dge, but parallel with, and slightly below, the 
highest part. Consequently the ground falls, though 

30 In the flelcl to the east of the road is a square dewpond made b y t he 
vViltshi1·e pond-makers in 1893. 

31 It is aft e r this b a rrow that we have named the lynchet. 
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to an extremely slight degree, aero s the line of the 
road's direction. Thu it come. about that the road 
-though it has here also been ploughed over and 
almost obliterated- as. umes the form characteristic 
of Type II., viz. that ·which is bounded on the upper 
side by a po. ·itive lynchet, and on the lower by a 
negafrn . In this ca e the latter seems to have been, as 
it were, reduplicated, as if it had been formed in two 
stages. On the other hand, ·what appears to be the 
lower negative lynchet of the two may in reality be 
the ea tern "accessory" bank ·which ha.· reappeared in 
an altered form. It had precisely this form at the 
extreme north end of the road, where it is lost in the 
cultivated land (Plate VIII.). 

At the commencement of this southern section the 
road throw.· off a branch eastwards, ,,·hich runs under 
the Barrow Lynchet in the form of a "double-lynchet" 
terrace-road (Type IL-section 3, Plate VIII.). This 
follow the lynchet as it bends northwardi:::, to enter the 
corner of a large field, to which it was apparently 
designed to afford access. It has, unfortunately, been 
much mutilated here by some banks of an obviously 
later date, whose purpose is obscure. The chief of these 
bank. runs along the crest of the positiYe lynchet (see 
section 2, Plate YIIl. ), and sends short bank do\\-~1 at 
intervals to cut up the roadway (and an adjacent 
lynchet) into compartments. The main bank is lost on 
the crest of the same lvnchet as that on which vanishes 
the similar bank which comes up from the pitted and 
terraced area in Chantry Bottom, where the medieva,l 
pottery is found. This s~1ggests that the hvo banks may 
in reality be parts of the same, and that the medieYal 
occupant of that site may be responsible for those 
which mutilate the "double-lynchet" road. \Yhat 
relationship, if any, these bank. bear to the so-called 
"acce son-" banks is not clear. The fact that the 
latter respect the main field-,vay, while these banks 
mutilate it branch, suggests that the two groups 
do not belong to the same period. 

The question naturally arises-if the main field-way 
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i · later than the Barrow Lynchet, how can it have a 
branch road which runs under that lynchet in such a 
manner as to suggest that it is coeval with the lynchet? 
- for a double-lynchet road is, according to theory, 
coeval ·with the lynchets which bound it. Two 
possible explanations suggest themselves: ( 1) The 
main field-way south of the Barrow Lynchet, together 
1vith the branch road, may be older than that part 
which lies north of the lynchet. (2) It is quite possible 
that the formation of the "double-lynchet" branch 
road may in this case be anomalous. Given a fully 
formed lynchet between two fields- if it was then found 
desirable to separate off for a roadway a strip of the 
lower field lying under the lynchet, and if subsequently 
ploughing were continued in the lower field as far as the 
lower edge of that strip, the eventual n,ppearance of the 
roadway would be that of a double lynchet. A section 
dug through it would, however, reveal that the lynchet 
bounding its upper side was a complete one, consisting 
of both positiYe and negative elements, instead of 
positive only (Plate III., F). Such may have been the 
case in the present instance, but only excavation can 
settle the q irnstion. 

A similar, but opposite, state of affairs seems to 
have occurred in the case of a branch "double-lynchet" 
road on Park Brow (Sompting). There the destructive 
actiYity of flint-diggers has revealed that the actual 
roadway lie·, not upon the solid chalk, as one would 
expect (see Plate III., D), but upon a mass of loose 
flints and mould, identical with the material of which 
is formed the positive lynchet which bounds the road 
on its upper side. We are led, therefore, to the con-
clusion that, in this particular case, a strip for a road 
was left unploughed along the edge of a previously 
formed positive lynchet, and that subsequent ploughing 
formed a fresh positive lynchet on the upper side of it 
(Plate III., G) . 

Returning to the main field--vvay, we may trace it 
as far as the next transverse lynchet south of the 
Barro"' Lynchet. This the road pierces, but its 
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manner of doing so giTe no surface indication as to 
the relative age of road and lynchet. The further 
cour e of the road south\Tards is brit fainth· discernible, 
and is not clear enough to surYey. -Under thi, lynchet 
a branch road runs westward, of Type II. form, and 
seems to have descended into Leap Bottom, but its 
remains are too Yague to allo"· of certainty on this point. 

vVe haTe described the lvnchets, road, and other 
structures on l\Iiddle Brow i1{ some detail, because that 
hill presents us -n·ith an unusually complicated problem. 
Before going on to consider their ignificance it ''ill be 
well briefly to describe hrn other good examples of 
lynchet-sy terns with field-ways "\Thich occur in our 
county, namely, those on Park Brow (Sompting) and 
Buckland Bank (Falmer). 

THE PARK BRO"\Y Ly_·m-rnT-SYSTEM. 

Park Bro\Y32 (Plate X.) is a southerly-directed tongue 
of the main ridge of the Downs in the parsh of, 'ompting. 
It is bounded on the east by Heathy Bottom and on the 
west by Stump Bottom, both of which are "\\·ild Yalleys 
given up to thorns, furze and brambles. The hill 
itself is covered "ith lynchets and possesses a fine 
stretch of ancient road, and also a Circus.33 The latter, 
with part of the road, is marked on the 6-inch 0 . '. 
The lynchets extend widely on to the neighbouring 
hills. 

At its northern encl the road has been lost in ground 
that has been recently ploughed. From this point a, 
far as the Circus it is posse, eel of two fine bank , 
averaging 20 to 22 feet from crest to crest. The 
available roadway between them is 8 or 9 feet \vide, 
being slightly depressed below the original le,·el of the 
ground, as the ection (A, Plate X .) sho"·s. At the 
point where this , ection was cut the surface of the 
road appeared to haTe been payed withlarge nodule: 
of flint, but this was not found to be the ca e in the 
section cut opposite the Circus by )Iessr . F . T. Pullen-
Burry and Garnet R. 'Vol. eley. Our section ·hows that 

a2 6" 0.8., Ll., S.E. 33 Ib id., :3·2"- l ·D·. 
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the banks appear to be partly composed of und~sturbed 
chalk. The explanation of this is probably that the 
drop in the chalk surface-line on the outer side of each 
bank is in reality a slight negative lynchet formed by 
the ploughing of the fields on either side of the road, 
for the latter occupies the backbone of the ridge 
(cf. Plate III., C). These negative lynchets, together 
with the hollowing out of the roadway, have caused 
the remaining undisturbed chalk to stand out like 
banks, the height of which has been further enhanced 
by the addition of soil containing broken chalk and 
flints. In some parts of the road the banks appear 
to be capped with practically pure flint, which Mr. 
Toms34 suggests was collected from the surface of the 
neighbouring fields. 

From either side of the road in this part of its 
extent emanate at irregular intervals small lynchets, 
and in other cases banks of flint. The latter are from 
six to eighteen inches high and a dozen feet wide at 
the base. These appear to have acted as field-
boundaries, and are composed of flints gathered, as 
Mr. Toms suggests, from the surface of the fields. 
Three points are specially worthy of note: ( 1) These 
lateral lynchets and field-banks run up to the road, 
but not across it, showing that the road and the cultiva-
tions are coeval; (2) though there are large lynchets at 
the lower edges of these fields, the lateral lynchets are 
extremely slight or replaced by field-banks-a cir-
cumstance -wherein these lynchets contrast with those 
of Kithurst Hill and Buckland Bank; (3) the lynchets 
at the lower edges of the fields are in many cases 
composed of dry flints with the minimum of mould 
between them. The soil in this neighbourhood, it 
should be noted, is more than usually flinty, and the 
flint-diggers have found this out to the great detriment 
of the monuments of antiquity, for their happy hunting 
ground is in the lynchets and field-banks, and they 
have even removed bodily the east bank of what was a 
fine stretch of bivallate road further south. The 

" Susse.-c Co. Herald. Oct. 21, 1922. 
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presence of the flinty field-banks seems to indicate 
that those who tilled the field took the trouble to 
collect the flint off them year by year, and indeed it 
is a wonder how any crops could be induced to grow 
on such poor soil. 

There eem no reason for belie,-ing that the balks 
were intentionally faced with flint in order to retain 
the soil. }Ir. 0. G. , '. Crawford cites the case of the 
lynchets of Totterdown, in 'Yiltshire, along the slopes 
of which rows of sarsens are arranged in an obviously 
artificial manner, other rows running up and down 
the hill between the fields . He suggests that " they 
may have been placed there partly as bound-marks, 
partly to clear the area within for cultiYation," and 
he adds, "The edge of a field is still the natural place 
to deposit obstructions to cultivation, both sarsens 
and large flints. " 35 

The Circus is situated by the east side of the road, 
and has an entrance from it.36 Recent excayation · 
conducted by l\Ies rs. F. T . Pullen-Burry and Garnet R . 
Wolseley, have r eYealed that it was in use at any rate in 
Roman times, if not earlier. As. uch structures alway · 
stood at the gat e of a British village,37 being the meeti11g 
place of the community, it follows that there must 
have been such a village in the near vicinity, though up 
till the autumn of 1921 there existed no surface indica-
tion of it beyond scraps of ancient pottery and grain-
rubbers turned up by moles over the area immediately 
to the south and east of the Circus. Since that date, 
however, this . ite has been as iduously excaYated by 
Messrs. Gamet 'Volseley and Pullen-Burry, who haYe 
discovered the remains of a settlement belonging to 
th e transition period between the Hallstatt and La 

35 W ilts. Arch. Jlag., XLII .. p. 57. See also Uomme. T" illaJe Co11t1111mity, 
pp. 89- 98. 

36 The only oth er Cii·cus of this type that we haYe met "·ith i.; on the easte1·n 
slope of B ow Hill. in the pari;;h of Binderton (!i" O.S., XL\' lII.. X .\\" .. · "-
3·4"). 

37 Cf. Geoffrey of :.\Ionmouth's Hi~lMy of the Britons. \"I. 11 (in the orig in al 
L atin) . referred to by :.\Ir. Allcroft in The F ield. Xmas number. 1922, p . 3 !. 
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Tene I . cultures.3 That the people who occupied this 
settlement grew corn is evidenced by the discovery, 
not only of a small saddle-quern, but of charred wheat 
imbedded in a fragment of pottery associated with 
.shards of Hallstatt and La Tene I. type (500 to 400 
B.C. ).39 

The road, after leaving the Circus, bears south-east, 
skirting the village-site, to descend the gently sloping 
southern end of the hill obliquely. As it does so it 
loses its banks and assumes the double-lynchet form 
(Type II.), because here the ground falls across the 
line of the road's direction (see section B, Plate X . ). 
This means that the village-site is situated above a 
positive lynchet, but it is not clear which of the two is 
the older, because it is possible that the obliteration 
-0f the village-site may have been due to the ploughing 
which formed the lynchet. 

More definite evidence with regard to the period to 
which the lynchets belong is afforded by seven circular 
platforms which have been levelled out of the hillside 
a short distance to the south of this part of the road 
(see section C, Plate X.). These platforms Yary from 
15 to 35 feet in diameter, and resemble miniature 
putting-greens on a golf course, in the way in which 
they have been levelled out of the hillside. Rabbits 
have made full use of the loose soil of which they are 
<Jonstructed, and have turned out of them much 
pottery of various kinds, mostly of coarse, flint-studded 
material of indeterminate period, but also some frag-
ments of Early Iron Age, including La Tene I., and 
Roman vessels. Five of these platforms occupy a 
large part of the area of a lynchet-field, the sixth is 
situated at the end of the lynchet which border. the 
upper side of the field, while the seventh is in the field 
above. As these platforms are too sharply defined 
(albeit riddled with rabbit-holes) ever to have been 
ploughed over, it follows that they must have been 
<Jonstructed after the cessation of agricultural operations 

38 Suss . Daily N ews . .Jan. 20, 1922, and X oY. 27, 1!)22. 
3• B righton Herald, F eb. 2-!, 1923. 
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in those particular fields. Hence one is driven to the 
conclusion that these fields >rnre cultivated at any rate 
before the end of the La Tene I. period. 

Returning to the road, we find that it bears to the 
right again and descends the hill directly, and as there 
is now no longer any fall of the hill across the line of 
its direction, it resume the bivallate form which it 
possesses on the top of the hill. Here, unfortunately, 
the flint-diggers haYe been at work, and have com-
pletely removed the east bank of the road and greatly 
damaged the west bank also. ~foch of this destruction 
has occurred during the last few years. 

At the end of this bivallate ection the road bifur-
cates into two branches of Type II. form. ( 1) The 
western branch is eyentually lost "\vhile making in the 
direction of the foot of an ancient terrace-roadway 
which ascends Cissbury Hill in a di.rect line for the 
east gate of the Camp. (2) The eastern branch 
descend into the Yalley (Lychpole Bottom), and 
seems to have ascended the next hill eastwards, and 
to have made in the direction of the north side of 
Steep Down. In its course down the foot of Park Brow 
it throws off a double-lynchet branch eastwards and 
another westwards. Under the former is a platform, 
on which we have found ·a fragment of hard pottery 
bearing the red glaze characteristic of the Hallstatt 
period, and also fragments of 17th century ware. 
The westward branch has been much interfered with 
by flint-diggers, who ha Ye .revealed that its constru'Jtion 
is anomalous in that it appears to consist of two 
positive lynchets, one on top of the other, the upper 
being set back a little on the former so as to 
leave a. pace wide enough for a roadway (seep. 9 and 
Plate III., G) . If we are right in this supposition it 
means that the roadway mu. t have been made after 
the lo"·er positive lynchet had been fully formed. 
This may point to the ground having been recultivated. 
An exploratory trench is needed to throw further light 
on the question. 

Below a much mutilated fragment of Type IL 
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roadway at the foot of Park Brow, Messrs. Pullen-
Burry and Garnet Wolseley have discovered and ex-
cavated the site of a wattle-and-daub building of the 
Roman perio<l.40 Near it is a pit which has yielded 
pottery of the Early Iron Age and Roman periods, 
and other finds. 

In 1915 two urns with burnt bones were found by 
flint diggers to the south-east of the Circus-pre-
sumably in the barrows there situated. One of these 
was broken up. The other (Plate X.) is a globular 
vessel with wide mouth, 5t inches high, of fine grained, 
lathe-turned pottery, with beaded rim; it is of a dark 
grey paste, burnt slightly reddish both on the inner 
and outer surfaces. It is not hard enough to be 
Roman, and is unlike anything either earlier or later 
than La Tene III. or IV. 

The following year three urns with burnt bones were 
found when flints were being dug some two hundred 
yards east of Stump Barn. These also were broken 
up, but from the rough descriptions we have received, 
they seem to have belonged to either the late La Tene 
or the Romano-British period. 

The expanded southern portion of the Circus itself 
has the appearance of be'.ng a barrow- an appearance 
much more apparent in the Circus of like type under 
Bow Hill (Binderton)- and in 1914, after flint diggers 
had opened a trial trench through its southern part, a 
portion of an Early Bronze-Age beaker, or drinking 
cup, was found on the excavated material. 

THE BUCKLAND BANK LYNCHET-SYSTEM. 

Buckland Bank41 (Plate XI.) is a spur of Balmer 
Down, in the parish of Falmer. It is directed south-
eastwards, and lies between Ashcombe Bottom on the 
east, and a valley called Buckland Hole (or Buckrnan's 
Hole) on the west. Like Park Brow, it possesses a 

40 Suss. Daily N ewa, Jan. 20, 1922. 41 6" 0 .S., LIII., S.E . 
E 
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Circus42 and a bivallate road, which runs up the back-
bone of the ridge. The transverse section (Plate XI., 
A) of that part of the road which lies north of the 
Circus very closely resembles that of the corresponding 
part of the road on Park Brow. Further south the 
road is broader, measuring 33 feet from crest to crest, 
and the banks are less massive- so much so that they 
may easily be missed altogether. Some 400 yards 
south of the Circus a platform barrow lies close to the 
east bank of the road. Immediately opposite this 
point a branch road strikes westwards. Its course 
between the first pair of fields has been practically 
obliterated except for the first twenty or thirty feet. 
Thereafter it can be traced across Buckland Hole and 
across the next hill west of that valley, as a clearly 
defined " double-lynchet" road. 

Though the main road up the ridge appears to-day 
to go through the Circus, M:r. Allcroft believes that 
such was not the original arrangement, but that it 
skirted the west side of the Circus. South of the latter 
the continuity of the road is lost in ground that has 
evidently been much disturbed. On its line we have 
found late La Tene-type pottery and calcined flints, 
while within the Circus shards of the same and of 
Bronze-Age-type pottery have been picked up. 

As at Park Brow the presence of a Circus implies 
the former existence of a British village in the near 
vicinity. Of this there are at present no traces on 
Buckland Bank, unless it be to the east and south-
east of the Circus, where the ground, which is fairly 
flat, and has evidently been ploughed, shows vague 
inequalities of the surface which are foreign to the 
virgin turf of the Downs. One or two shallow pits can 
even be distinguished. The turf being unbroken by 
moles or rabbits, we have not found any pottery over 
this area. 

The road which runs up the ridge of Buckland Bank 
is part of the Romano-British road described by M:r. 

42 Ibid., 11 ·8"-8·2". D escribed by Mr. Hadrian Allcroft, M.A., in the 
Brighton Gazette, Mar. 30, 1918. 



38 USSEX LYXCHETS AXD THEIR FIELD -\YAYS 

.. A.llcroft43 as being the continuation of the Roman road 
which came from Chichester, via Ford, the Old Shore-
ham Road (Brighton), Viaduct Road, Elm Grove, 
Brighton Race-Course, ·wick Farm, Newmarket Hill, 
the Newmarket Inn (on the Brighton-Le\Yes road), 
Ashcornbe Bottom, Buckland Bank, and so on via 
Streat Hill, to Streat. \Yhen one speaks of it a a 
Romano-British road, one means that it \Yas a British 
road which was linked up by the Romans with their 
road-system. As far as Buckland Bank is concerned, 
the road fades out (at its north end) while making 
direct for a group of bowl-barrows called the Four 
Lords' Burghs.u 

The most conspicuou feature about Buckland Bank 
is the series of lynchets which coYers its south-western 
slopes and the sides of Buckland Hole. They attracted 
Horsfield's attention, and stimulated him to surmise · 
that they were the entrenchments of a British Yillage.45 

The series extends, indeed, much further than we have 
repre ented on our plan, coYering, as it does, the next 
hill and valley to the ,,·est of Buckland Hole, and 
extending eastwards into A hcombe Bottom and 
beyond. 

The balks are bold and clearly defined, and of height 
varying up to 13 feet, as indicated by the figures on the 
plan. Under one of the lynchets in the southern part 
of the accompanying Slll'Yey i · a small platform com-
parable to the one described as situated in a similar 
position on Park Brow. 

In 1849, when workmen were digging flints in the 
head of Buckland Hole (or, a. · it was then called, 
Buckman's Hole) a con. iderable number of urns con-
taining human remains were disco\ered, together with 
small Yases, a glass lachrymatory, and fragments of 

43 I bid . 

""' This namP m ay be a corruption of ··Four L a ws.·· i. e ., ··four hillocks ," the 
a dditiona l ··Burghs •· be ing redundant. Cf. the F our La\\·s. near Ridsdale, 
~orthumberl a nd . There a re fh-e m owHls a t the present day, one of which 
is proba bly a tip from a neighbouring flint -d igging. F our parishes m eet here . 

45 H orsfield, H ist . and Antiq. of L ewe . J.. 35n. 
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iron. 46 Notes made on the spot by the late Mr. Figg 
include the following items of interest: 

"The cemetery was Yery slightly elevated above the 
surrounding land, and was of circular form, about 
forty-five yards in diameter, the circumference being 
distinctly marked by a narrow boundary, two or three 
feet wide, upon which common fern (brakes) grew 
abundantly, while neither inside the circle, nor within 
a great distance in any direction, were any ferns 
observable .... The objects discovered were nearly 
or quite all found in the southern half of the circle; 
about 2 feet 6 inches bolow the surface, and surrounded 
by a quantity of large flints which had evidently been 
brought to the spot when the interments took place. 
In exploring the northern portion of the circle few flints 
were found." 47 

Judging from this description the "cemetery" 
was in reality a large platform barrow, of which the 
southern half was crowded with secondary interments.48 

Three-fifths of the circle of bracken of which Mr. Figg 
speaks are still to be seen, though the belt has grown 
to a width of about 25 feet in the last 70 years. The 
barrow, if such it was, was completely destroyed by the 
flint-diggers, leaving nothing but the bracken to mark 
the spot.49 

•• 8.A.C., XVIII., 65, 67. 47 Ibid. 
•• Mr. W a lte r .Johnson (Byways in B ritish Archceology, p. 356) draws atten -

tion to the fact t hat Canon Green we ll , l\Ir . .J . R. i\Io rt imer , and Canon Atkinson 
all testify to t he ra.rity with which secondary interments a re m et with in the 
northern ha lf of barrows (\Y . Gree1rn·ell , British Barrow .. , pp. 12, 13 ). J\Ir . 
.Johnson connects t his with the p1·ejucli ce that s till exists in country parts 
against buria l on the north s ide of a churchya rd-a poin t which bears out 
.M:r . Allc rnft"s contention that m a ny of ou r o ld churchya rds were o riginally 
large barrows-often pre-Christ i>tn-ancl t hat burials in churchyards a re 
consequent ly in the nature of secondary in terments (.Johnson, op. cit., 341-
357; cf. Rice Holmes, Ancient Britain, p . 188) . 

•• The mystery of the presen ce of this isolated ci rcle of bracken is still 
unsolved. The only comparable ins tance that has come before our notice is 
a ston e c ircle in \\'estmorla ncl, t he centre of which is cove red thickly with 
bracken , the re being none e lse arotmd except a s trip 100 yards away on on e 
side (Cockpit Stone Circ le, between Askham and Pooley Bridge; for which see 
Trans. Gumb. and W est. Ant . Soc., XXI. , 273 . Fot· othe r examples see 
Heywood Sumner, Ancient Earthworks of the New F orest, p . 61 ). 

" ' ith regard to t h!' ecology of bmcken (Pteris) . the fo llowing i th e conclusion 
of a mem orandum sent to us by the Directo r of K ew Gardens: " The spread of 
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Nine of the vessels remoYed from this "cemetery'' 
have been in the Museum of the Society at Lewes for 
many years. Five are large cinerary urns, three of 
which are quite definitely of the type of the Early Iron 
Age. One, equally certainly, i Roman, and the fifth 
is perhaps Roman in its texture and shape, but La Tene 
in its ornamentation. The four smaller vessels are all 
Roman, and consist of a small hard, grey urn, a 
flanged saucer, a vase of Castor ware, and a 
"thumb-pot" of New Forest ware of the third 
century. Of the relatiYe positions of the e Yes els in 
the "cemetery" we have no knowledge, but the fact 
that they range from the first century B .C. to the third 
century A.D . lends support to the sugge tion that they 
are all secondary interments within a primary flat.-
topped barrow. If this is the case, it is more than 
likely that the primary interment has neYer been 
disturbed. 

THE AGE OF LYNCHETS AXD FIELD -WAYS. 

It cannot be maintained that all lynchets belong to 
one period, or that there are no such things a modern 
lynchets. At the same time it should be possible to 
determine hovY far back into the past these relics of 
cultivation go, and also to recognise the characteristics 
by which · lynchets of different periods may be dis-
tinguished. \Ve must frankly admit that we are not 
able to do this fully in the pre ent state of our know-
ledge. There is much work to be done on this subject, 
especially in excavation, and the present paper is only 
a very small contribution towards the elucidation of 
these problems. 
bracken is usually limited b,v, or dependent upon, either the chemical or the 
physical nature of the subsoil. It may be suggested that t he peculiar distri-
bution of the bracken on the s ites of ancient burial-grotmds is due either to 
different materials being u eel in the construction of different parts of the 
burial-grotmd, earthwork, etc., or to artificial or natural drainage, or to the 
presence of paths or hardened portions of ground. Field observations would. 
be necessa ry to decide the question. It is unlikely that the presence or 
absence of animal charcoal would influence the growth of bracken." Professor 
Seward., of the Cambridge Botanical Laborato'Ties. tells us that bracken is a 
difficult plant to cultivate. (For the ecology of bracken see Jrmrn. Ecol., II. 
13, 224; IV. 181; V. 135, 147.) 
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A series of lynchets complete with field-ways, such 
.as we have described, forms a perfectly definite entity 
among the earthworks of the Sussex Downs, and it is 
with such series as these that we are primarily con-
cerned in this paper. Examples are to be seen in 
Charlton Forest50 (north of East Dean near Singleton), 
in Arundel Park,51 Lowsdean (Burpham),52 Truleigh 
Hill (Upper Beeding),53 Eastwick Bottom (Patcham),54 

Saxon Down (near Lewes),55 and elsewhere. Numerous 
fragmentary examples of characteristic fieldways, 
especially of the "double-lynchet" form (Type IL), are 
found associated with lynchets, scattered all over the 
area of the Sussex Downs. :Jfany of these will be 
found to throw valuable light on the period, or periods, 
to which these agricultural systems belong. 

It seems quite clear that, generally speaking, the 
roads are coeval with the lynchets, and form one system 
with them, for their raison d'etre is the access which 
they afford to the fields. The road which we have 
described as traversing pre-existing lynchets on Middle 
Brow seems an apparent exception, but it only means 
that in this particular case pre-existing large fields 
were broken up into smaller ones, for which a new 
road was found necessary, so that the latter is a late 
contemporary of the lynchet-system. 

We propose to approach the subject under four 
heads, viz. (1) the question of the type of plough used; 
(2) the evidence afforded by the size and shape of the 
fields; (3) the evidence afforded by associated structures 
and finds of known period; and (4) historical evidence. 

(1) THE QUESTION OF THE TYPE OF PLOUGH USED . 

We have already suggested that lynchet-formation 
is largely due to the use of a one-way plough, by which 
the sods are turned downhill year after year, resulting 
in the transference of soil from the upper to the lower 

50 6" O.S., XXXV., S.\V., 5·5"- 5·6". 61 6" 0.S ., L ., S.W., 5·9"- 2·5'. 
52 6" 0.S ., L., S.E ., about 4·5"- 4 ·5". 53 6" O.S., Lll., S.\V ., 14·6"- 3·5". 
i4 611 O.S., Lill., S.\V., 10·7"-3·2". •5 6" O .S. , LIV., S.E., l ·5"- 3 ·5". 
These references give one point on the field -way in each case. 
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side of the field. Naturally, a similar, though less 
rapid, effect might be expect ed to take place under the 
combined influence of rain and gra,·itation, \dierever 
the turf is remoYed and the surface , oil disturbed. 
Nowadays we have no one-way ploughs operating in 
Sussex, but we still have the force of nature, and so 
we mu t not expect to be able to date lynchet. strictly 
by the use of the former. At the ·arne time, that the 
action of gravitation, aided by " ·eather, is not alone 
responsible is indicated by the fact that frequently 
the crest of a lynchet is appreciably higher than the 
ground immediately on the upper side of it.56 This 
shows that the lynchet must have been formed, not 
merely by the drifting of soil downhill, but by the 
persistent heaping 'llp, as by the ploughshare, of the 
soil which has accumulated at the lower edge of the 
field . Modern methods of ploughing would not be 
expected to favour the formation of such a raised 
crest to a lynchet. Nowadays the field to be ploughed 
is divided up into a number of rectangular trips, 
towards the centre of each of which the sods are turned 
by the plough, which works backwards and forwards 
on either side of the strip alternately.57 Thus the 
modern ploughman turns the sods au·ay from the 
edges of the field and towards the centre, and this 
results in a marked tendency to the formation of 
negative lynchets, but retards that of positive lynchets. 
w· e are persuaded that the aboYe-described modern 
methods of ploughing tend to check, rather than 
augment, the natural downward drift of the soil. 
The fact of a large balk marking the lo,rnr edge of a 
field at present under cultivation does not proYe the 
balk to be modern. 

•• This i~ illu tratecl in t he diagram. Plate Ill ., D . 
., The farmer takes p:ood care that the a rrangement of these areas shall not 

coincide with that of the pre,·ious year, othern·ise the ods wou ld accumulate 
in the form of ridges across the fields. That such has actually occmred in the 
past under the open -field s_,·stem is e\·idenced b~· the ridges ,.-hich are so 
conspicuous a feature in the fields of the )!idlands . In s uch cases it has 
probably been clone intentionall.'· for purposes of drainage; cf. )!eitzen, 
Siedelung tmd Agrancesen der Oermanen . I.. p. 8+. and :\Iaitlancl, D omesday-
B ook and Beyond, pp. 383, 38+. 
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That a one-way plough was actually used in ancient 
times we have on the authority of Professor Seebohm, 
who says : " In ploughing, the custom for ages was 
always to turn the sod of the furrow downhill, the 
plough consequently always returning one way idle"; 
and again: "In more recent times a plough called a 
'turn-wrist' plough came into use, ·which by reversing 
its share could be used both ways, to the great saving 
of time. "58 Mr. Poulett Scrope,59 ·writing as late as 
1869, tells how he has watched lynchets form on a 
steep hillside to a height of two or three feet in ten 
years, under the influence of one-way ploughing. As 
we have described above, the use of the caschrom in the 
Isle of Skye has produced lynchets, which, running 
as they do up and down hill, are not at all dependent 
on the action of the weather for their formation. 

The only conclusion, therefore, that we can come 
to under this head. is that lynchet formation is more 
favoured by ancient methods of cultivation than by 
modern. 

(2) THE EVIDENCE AFFORDED BY THE SIZE AND 
SHAPE OF THE FIELDS. 

In his article on ancient cultivations,60 Mr. Blaker 
has published a carefully prepared plan of the series 
of lynchets which occupies the southern slopes of 
Saxon Down, above Oxteddle Bottom, near Lewes.61 

After describing the main features of the English 
open-field system he draws attention to the fact that 
the shape and size of the fields on Saxon Down bear 
no relation to those which are characteristic of that 
system of agriculture which prevailed from Saxon 
times down to the beginning of last century. 

The main characteristics of the English open-field 
system, so far as they concern our present subject, 
are as follows.62 The fields were acre, or half-acre, 
strips 220 yards long (i.e., 40 rods), and 22 or 11 yards 

58 Engl ish Village Community, pp. 5, 6n . 
59 ·wilts. Arclueol. Mag., XII., 186, 188. 60 S .. 4.. C., XLV., 198- 203. 
61 6" 0 . ., LI\' ., S.E., 1·5"- 3·5". 62 Seebohm, Eng. rill . Com., pp. 1-7. 



-:1:4 SUSSEX LYXCHETS AXD THEIR FIELD -WAYS 

wide (4 or 2 rods), as the case may be. They were 
grouped, a dozen or more together, into large fields 
called "shots." Access was had to the indi...-idual 
strips from another strip at right angle to them, 
called a "headland." The indi...-idual . trips were 
·eparated from one another by turf balks, and when 
situated on a hillside each strip tended to form its own 
lynchet, producing a t errace which \Yas roughly 22 or 
11 yards wide. This arrangement of strips and 
"shots., was, we are told, in...-ariable. 

Now in olden times the acre63 implied not merely 
area, but shape, and it was defined as being 40 rods in 
length and 4 rods in breadth. This form of acre 
continued to be statutory throughout the ~Iiddle Ages. 
Any variation from it depended upon one of two 
causes-(1) differences in the length of rod used-in 
which case the ratio of length to breadth is still ten to 
one; (2) local peculiarities of the ground.64 

The acre itself originally represented the area which 
a team of oxen could plough in a day.65 The actual 
shape of the acre depended on the length of furrow 
deemed to be suitable- -neither so short that the team 
of oxen >Yould have to turn \Yith unnecessary frequency, 
nor yet so long as to be too great a strain on them.66 

It follows that the more animals employed in the team, 
the greater would be the optimum length of the 
furrow. This is well illustrated bv the German word 
Geweride, which may mean "length vof furrow, " "team," 
or "acre" (literally, "turning., ).67 

The earliest instance we have of the shape of the 
English acre i. in Bavaria in the se...-enth century,68 

and it seems likely that this form of acre \Yas intro-
duced to this country by the Saxons, who, using a 
larger team of oxen than the Romans, found a furrow 

63 Maitland, Domesday Book and Beyond. pp. 362- 399. 
64 In Sussex the acre ,-aried between 1 Oi a11d 212 square perches, instead of 

160 (Ibid., 3i4). 
66 Ib id., p. 37i . 
.. ~Iei tzen, Siedelung und Agraricesen der Germanen, I., 2i7. 
• 1 Oassell's S ew German-English Dictionary (1906). 
•• Seebohm, op. cit., 385. 
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of 40 rods more convenient than the Roman furrow 
of 12 rods. Thus 40 rods came to be the English 
furrow-length, or furlong. 69 

What then may the shape of the acre (or its equiva-
lent) have been in this country in pre-Saxon times? 
The Roman furrow was 12 Roman rods, or 120 feet, 
as opposed to the 660 feet of the English furrow, and 
the Romans used only two oxen in the team.7° Con-
sequently their acre (jiigerurn ), which, like the English 
acre, represented a day's ploughing, 71 was twice as 
broad as it was long, viz. 120 by 240 feet. Similarly 
the Greek 7rt•..f8po v was 100 feet square, and the 
Egyptian r~poupa was 100 Samian cubits, or 171 feet, 
square. 72 Thus we see t hat with smaller teams and 
shorter furrows the "acre" approaches more nearly 
to the square than the strip. 

A further reason is adduced by Meitzen73 for the 
square hape of the Roman actus (i.e. half a jugeriirn), 
and that is the de irability, alleged by Pliny,74 of 
ploughing a field obliquely or transversely as well as 
longitudinally. Such methods would obviously tend 
to the production of lateral lynchets much more readily 
than if the ploughing is done in one direction only. 

In Gaul the unit of area seems to have been the 
arepennis, which was 120 feet square, containing about 
a third of an English acre, and was equivalent to tl).~ 
Roman actus quadratus, or serni-jugerurn.75 From 
the word arepennis is derived the old French arpent,76 

a measure which varied between 0·8 and l ·2 acres. 
69 A to all this see Seebohm, op. cit ., 384--388 . 
7° Cf. illustration of bronze representing a Roman p loughman, found in 

Y orkshire.-vVright, Celt, R oman and Saxon, p. 209. 
71 Pliny, Nat. H ist., XVIII., 49. 
72 H erod. ii. 168. The Samian cubit = 20?, inches. 
73 Meitzen, op. cit., I. , 276, 277. 
74 XVIII ., 4S. " Omne arvum rectis sulc is, mox et obliquis subigi debet." 

Cf. al so V ergil, Georg. i., 97, 98. 
75 Columella, V. i. 6. Prof. " ' ilkins says : '·This could only be an approxi-

mate identification, for the actus quadratus is somewhat smaller than the g reat 
Fren ch arpent, and is m uch larger t han the small arpent."-Smith's D iet. 
Class. Antiq., under Ac Ti:;s. 

76 See Littre's D ictiona.ire de la Langu~ Francaise (Paris, 1885), under 
ARPENT. 
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In Ireland t he aircenn corresponds to the arepennis, in 
name, but not in size, bot h ·words being et ymologically 
ident ical. 77 This suggest s t hat there may have been 
originally this unit common t o t he Celtic peoples. 
The size of the aircenn is impossible to det ermine "it h 
cert ainty, owing to the Yague and conflicting acconnts 
of it given in the Trish la\Y , but it seems wit h them t o 
have become a large measure of, perhaps, 8-} or 17 
acres.78 

E,-ident ly we can look for no correspondence between 
units of such " ·idely differing dimensions to help us to 
arri ,-e at those employed by the Celtic peoples of 
Britain. But since the people of the south of Britain 
·were closely allied to those of Gaul, a Caesar t ells us,79 

we should· expect to find that their methods of land-
m easuring corresponded with the Gallic rather than 
the Irish. 

"Jiaitland 0 refer · t o a charter "professing to come 
from Athelst an ," which speaks of land measured by 
the arpent in Cormvall, and he says that if it has not 
been " forged by French clerk after the Norman 
Conquest , it may t ell us that thi. old Celtic measure 
has been continuously used in the Celtic west. " 1r. 
H eywood Sumner describes four square earthworks81 

existing in the New Fore t , which are remarkable in 
being identical with one another in size, each being 
19,0 feet square and enclosing about a t hird of an acre. 
H e believes them to be cattle-pen. of the Roman 
period. It seems scarcely credible that this similarity 
in size should be a mere coincidence ; it suggests r ather 
that a definite unit was employed in their plan , and, 
if o, t he unit mn t ha,-e been the actus qiiadratus or 
arepennis.82 

" )Ieitzen. OJ!. cit .. I.. 27 811. 
18 .-l.11cie11 r Lr11cs of Irela nd. Il L. 33.3 : n -.. 12011 . 139. 27'i : . ee al ~o :\Ieitzen, 

op. cit .. L 2/811. 
79 De Bell . Go ll .. , ._ l2 . 80 :\ la itl a n rl. D omewlay B ook aw l B eyo11d, p . 46 7. 
81 \' iz .. "Church Y a rd .. (fll ode n \Yoocl ). "Studley Cas tl e ." "ChurC' h 

Place .. (D enny \Ya it ). anrl "Churc h P lace .. ( A~hurs t ) .-.-l.11 cie11 I Earth works 
of the S ew F oreill. pp. 61 oo. 

82 In thi . connec tion it is int e1·esting t o recall tha t the reC' t a ng ula r earth"-ork 
on )! iclcl le Bro"' measme~ 240 b_,. l20 fee t. as n ot ed abo,·e. 
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On the other hand, if we may place reliance on the 
laws of Dyvnwal Moelmud, who reigned "before the 
crown of London and the supremacy of this island 
were seized by the Saxons,"83 and if we interpret his 
picturesque definitiorn aright, the Ancient British 
erw was an area which measured 480 by 32 Velsh 
(British) feet, that is, 360 by 24 English feet. 84 Now 
we are told that every freeman had the right to five 
erws. 85 If these five erws lay side by side they would 
form a field which would measure 360 by 120 English 
feet, an area which, singularly enough, is almost 
exactly an acre (0·9917 acre), and i::; equivalent to three 
actus quadrati or arep ennes, placed in a line. 

Now 1\1eitzen86 shows that the words "arepennis" 
( ar y p en) and "aircenn" are etymologically identical, 
both words meaning "on the head," and the probable 
significance of this is that they meant very much what 
we mean by the term "headland" in speaking of the 
English open-field system. In fact, "aircenn " is 

83 A ncient Laws of W ales, I., pp. 183, 185. See a l. o Prof. Flinders P etrie's 
" N eglect ed British History,'' P roc. Brit . Academy , YIJI. (1 917). 

84 A ncient L aws of ff ales, I., pp . I 5, 187: ·'And then they made the measure 
of the lega l e rw liy the ba rley corn: three lengths of a ba rley co rn in a n inch ; 
t hree inches in the p a lm breadth; three p a lm breadth s in th e foot : fo ur feet 
in the shor t yoke; a nd e ight in the fi e ld yoke : and tweh ·e in the lateral ~·oke: 
and sixteen in the long yoke; a nd a rod , equa l in length t o that Jong yoke, in 
t he ha nd of t he dri ve r, "-ith t he middle spike of tha t Jong yoke in t he othe r 
h a nd of t he drive r. and as far as he can reach with tha t rod , stret chi ng ou t his 
a rm , are t he t wo skirts of t he erw, tha t is to say the breadth of a legal e rw ; 
a nd t hirty of th at is t he length of t he erw.""- \Ye infe r from t h is t h at t he ·iu 
m easured 30 rods by 2 r od s, of 16 feet, each foo t being equi,·alent t o 27 
ba rley-corn-lengths. \Ve find by experimen t that 27 ba rley corns of a ,·erage 
s izP m easure j ust !) inches " ·hen p laced end t o encl, while 27 of t he largest 
s ize m easure nearly 10 in ches. H ence the \Yelsh (British ) foot \\·as eg ui rn lent 
to a bout 9 English inches. The late r erw8 of t he Dimetian a nd Gwen t ian 
Codes are expressly s t a t pd t o ha ve m easured 16 by 2 r ods a nd 18 b~· 2 r ods, 
re p ec tively, the r od in the fo rme r case be ing 16 feet, and in t he latte r 18 feet. 
-Anc. Laws of TVales, I ., 539, 769. 

(The above d efinition of the erw is only ri v flll ed in pi cturesg ueneRs by that 
of th e a ncien t Irish m eas ures of capac ity, which " ·e cannot refrn in from 
quoting : " T\\-elve tiJnes th0 full o f a hen-egg is in a ' n1eis rin '-1neasu re, twelve 
' m eis rin '-m easures in an 'o llclerbh '-measure, t welve 'o llclerbh ·-m easures 
in an ' oihneclhach '-m easu re, or in a n 'olpatra ic '-m easure which conta ins 
two 'olfeine'-m easures. Four and t "•en ty cleri cs sit down a bout it . and 
t "-elve laym en . They get a n equal quantity of food. b ut d ouble nl<> is a llo" ·ed 
t o t he laymen, in order that the cleri cs m ay n ot be drunk. and t ha t their 
canonical hours 1nay not be set astray on then1. ··- A.ncient L cncs of Ireland, 
I II ., pp . 335, 337 .) 

8• Ancient L aws of W ales, II ., pp . 51 l, 513. s6 ?lle itzen , op. cit ., I., 278n . 



48 SUSSEX LYKCHET AXD THEIR FIELD-WAYS 

translated "headland" in the Iri h ·Laws, and it ap-
parently represented a strip acros the end, or head, of 
a larger area called a tir-cumaile, of which it formed, 
it seems, a quarter of the area. In the arne " ·ay it 
seems reasonable to infer that the arepenni.r; formed, 
originally, the headland, and, perhaps, the third part, 
of a larger area, and in view of what has been said aboYe, 
one wonders ·whether thi larger area may not have 
been the parcel of fiye erws ,-d1ich belonged to every 
freeman in King Dyvnwal's time. 

The accompanying table gives the mean dimensions 
(sometimes very approximate) of some of the fields 
belonging to six groups of lynchets in Su sex. It 
also shows their acreage as calculated from the dimen-
sions giYen, and likewise the ratio of the breadth to 
the length of each field, expressed as a decimal. 87 In 
the case of the English statute acre, \Yhich is believed 
to be of Germanic origin, the ratio of breadth to length 
is 0· 10. A study of the table will show that, with the 
exception of the J evington series, there is not the 
slightest resemblance between the dimensions of the 
Engli ·h acre and those of the lynchet-fields under dis-
cussion. 88 The actual difference in area is not im-
portant, because we know that the Engh ·h acre varied 
between ,~erv wide limits, as in the instance of ussex 
(cited above), where it might be anything between 107 
and 212 square perches, instead of 160. But the 
difference in the proportion of the breadth to the 
length of the fields is very striking. In only ten of the 

" The data of Saxon D o" ·n are from :\Ir. R eginald Blaker·s plan, 8 .A .C., 
XLY. 200. The areas g i\'en by Mr. Blake r a re slightly la rger than those 
gi ven he r<' . probably because he seems t o ha ,·e included the areas of the balks 
between the fields. There i a fi eld-way (Type II.) on axon D own which 
he has n ot noted. Those of Thundersba rrow Hill are from :\Ir. T oms' sur,·ey 
which he kindly allows us to use. 

88 See a lso Plates X . and XI., and Fig. 3, where an English acre and a 
Roman jugerwn are drawn to the same sca le for comparison with the lyn ch et-
fields. There is also drawn to the same scale the portion which was the 
righ t of e,·ery freeman under ::\foelmud . It is di,·ided longitudina lly (by 
broken lines) into 5 erws, and trans,·ersely into 3 arepennes. It will thus be 
seen from th e e plans that many of the fi elds bear a ,·ery close resemblance in 
size and shape to thi fi,·e-erw plot, and when one considers the vague and 
picturesque m eth ods adopted by t he Britons in land-measuring it will readily 
be understood that a considerable \ 'ariation in the dimensions of the fields 
would r esult . 
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seventy-five fields whose dimensions are given in the 
table is this proportion anything like that of the 
English acre; four of these occur on Saxon Down, but 

~IIDDLE BROW 
--
Fi~ld A~y~oe~si:~an A,eg,:.~x J~~J~ 
~ 0 · in feet. age. by l'gt h 

--
1 300 X 250 1-72 0·83 
2 250 x 220 1·26 0-88 
3 400 X 220 2·02 0·55 
4 300 X 250 1 -72 0·83 
5 300 X 200 l ·38 0-67 
6 300 X 300 2 ·06 1·00 
7 350 x 200 1·60 0-57 
8 400 x 180 1·65 0·45 
9 300 X 160 1·10 0·53 

10 500 x 250 2-87 0·50 
11 260 x 240 l ·43 0·92 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

SAXON DowN 
--, 

I F" Id Approx. mean Approx B'dth 
;.• dimensions Acre- ,divided 
< 0 • in feet. age. by l'gth 

1 250 X 120 0·69 I 0·48 
2 260 X 110 0·66 0·42 
3 21o x 70 0-34 0·33 
4 210 X 70 0-34 0·33 
5 irregular 0·75 -
6 210 X 130 0·63 0·62 
7 240 X 130 0·72 0·54 
8 120 X 70 0·19 0·58 
9 lOO X 50 0·11 0·50 

10 240 X 40 0·22 0·17 
11 240 X 40 0 ·22 0·17 
12 275 X 50 0·31 0·18 
13 320 X 35 0 ·26 0 ·11 
14 

I 

PARK BRO\\" 

Approx. rueanl Approx B'd t h 
dimensions Acre- divid 'd 

in feet. age . by l'gth 
--

250 X 220 1·26 0·88 
300 x 120 I 0-83 0 ·40 
260 x 130 0·78 0·50 
300 X 250 1·72 0·83 
380 X 240 2-09 0·63 
250 X 250 1·43 l ·00 
22o x 180 I 0-91 0-82 
420 X 240 2·32 0·57 
450 X 3li0 3·72 0·80 
500 X 400 4·59 0·80 
500 X 180 2·06 0·36 
irregular 0·69 -
irregular 0·34 -

'J.'HUSDE RSBARRO\\" 

Approx. mean Approx B'd t h 
dimensions acre- divided 

in feet . age. by l'gth 

400 X 280 2·57 0·70 
360 X 100 0 ·83 0·28 
360 x 100 0·83 1 0·28 
340 X 100 0 ·78 0·29 
320 X 80 0·59 0·25 
290 X 150 l·OO 0·52 
420 X 260 2·51 0·62 
l 70 X 130 0·51 0 ·76 

I 

B UCKLAND BAN K 
-

.\.pprox. mean Approx B'dth 
dimensions Acre-

in feet. age. 

400 X 120 11·10 
400 X l40 1-28 
400 x 170 1·56 
700 X 330 5 ·30 
380 X 200 1 ·74 
380 x 270 2·35 
380 x 380 3·31 
350 X 300 2-41 
300 X 180 1·24 
400 x 200 1·84 
550 X 330 4 · 16 
30o x 200 1·37 
350 X 220 1·77 
230 x 90 0-47 
400 X 260 2·39 
300 X 110 0·76 

JEVINGTON 

divid ' d 
b byl'gt 

0·30 
0·35 
0·42 
0·47 
0·53 
0·71 
l ·00 
0·86 
0-60 
0·50 
0 ·60 
0·67 
0 ·63 
0-3!) 
0·65 
0·31 

--
Approx. mean "\ p prox B 'dt h 

dimensions Rcre- divide d 
in feet. age. by l'g th 

900 X 130 2 ·68 0·14 
930 X 120 2 ·56 0·13 
800 x 120 2 ·20 I O·J5 
HO x 150 l ·51 0·3+ 
330 X 250 l ·89 0-7(.i 
360 X 180 l ·49 0·50 
600 X 120 I 1·65 0·20 
600 X 120 / 1·65 0·20 
600 x 12011·65 0 ·20 
400 X 160 1·47 0·40 
300 X 240 1·65 0·80 
400 X 230 2· 11 0·57 
22o x 140 0·71 0 -6.j, 
300 X 200 l ·38 O·G7 
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in these the area of each field is le , than a third of an 
acre, and in t"\YO of them it is less than a quarter. The 
remaining six occur in the .J e,-ington serie , a.nd are 
unusually large, their areas ranging from l · 65 to 
2·68 acres. 

As regards area, it will be noticed that there is a 
close similarity beh,·een the fields on .:.\Iiddle Brow and 
those on Buckland Bank. In each case the commonest 
area lies between one and two acre. . In the case of 
Buckland Bank, tho e fields "\d1ich greatly exceed this 
size ( uch as Nos. ±, 6, 7, 8, and 11), in all probability 
represent, each of them, two or more fields in the 
original scheme, the cfo-iding balks haYing been 
leYelled by subsequent ploughing. A glance at the 
plan (Plate XI.) will make this clear. 

It is interesting to note that the dimensions of the 
first three fields on the list of Buckland Bank bear a 
resemblance to those of a field containing fiye erws of 
l\Ioelmucl, alluded to abo...-e. The same applies to 
fields No ·. 2, 3 and 4 of the Thnndersbarrow series. 

Saxon Down and Thundersbarrow Hill are alike in 
ha...-ing fields which are for the most pa.rt relatively 
small and narrow. Field No. 13 on Saxon Down has 
almost exactly the dimensions of an erw of the Gwentian 
code (10th century), Yiz ., 32± by 36 feet. 89 

Park Brow stands in a class bv itself on account of 
the irregularity of the fields, both in size and shape, 
and on account of their incompleteness. The com-
parati-rnly small size, or absence, of the lateral lynchets 
is also peculiar, and especially so is their replacement 
by small field-banks in so many cases. 

·The Je...-ington . eries (Fig. S) i. · peculiar in that ix 
of its fourteen measureable fields are not only long 
and narrow, but are considerably larger e...-en than 
the English acre. 90 The remaining eight fields are 

•• Ancient Dmcs of ll"ales, 1 ., p . 769. 
• 0 Thf' only other instance we know. "here fields of such shapl and s ize 

exi ~ t. is on the southern s lopes of \\"epham D o" ·n (f:i" O.S., L ... . E .). There 
al'e fi,·e fi elds there a\·eraging 1200 by 240 feet. but the l'e are also s igns that 
they ''"ere di,·iclecl up int o smaller pieces by trans,·erse cli,·ision ·. In associa-
tion " ·ith these are many fields of sq ua re r shape, and typical field-ways. 



SUSSEX LYNCHETS AND THEIR FIELD-WAYS 51 

comparable with those on Middle Brow and Buckland 
Bank. There is no sign of a field-way in this series, 
nor have we found anything to date it beyond two 
small fragments of coarse, flint-studded pottery of 
indeterminate period. The prevailing breadth of 
120 feet suggests a connection with the five-erw plot 
of Moelmud. 

.;.-

· · / :'f. .{' - Dra wn to 1onu ROMAN 
:;~ .:-../ :?. _ - 11e:ale a~ Plan. .fuyerum 

FIG. 3. PLAN OF THE JEVINGTON LYNCHETS. 

With the possible exception of the last-named 
serie , the dimensions given in this table are typical of 
South Down lynchets, and they seem to point definitely 
to a pre-Germanic origin. More than that it would be 
impossible to say, but further researches may yet 
reveal superficial characteristics by which such lynchet-
systems may be assigned to the different epochs of 
pre-history. 

Fields which are of the typical dimensions of the 
English acre are not common on the Downs, which 
supports the belief that the Downs were left very much 

F 
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to themselves after the expulsion of the Britons by the 
Saxons. Two typical half-acre lynchet-fields (nominally 
220 yards by 11 yards) may be een, . till under the 
plough, on the steep western lope of Full\:ing Hill, a 
few hundred yards south of the Isolation Hospital. 
They are separated by a balk 11 feet high. 'Yhat 
appears to be the site of the cottage of the man who 
tilled them is to be ·een close to their south end, near 
Perching Hill Barn. 'Yherever lynchet-fields of such 
dimensions are found the inference is that they are of 
English origin. At the time of the Enclosure Acts in 
the early part of last century, the '·shots," which 
previously had contained ten to fifteen acre-strips 
under the open-field system, now became conYerted 
into single fields, and thus many of our large modern 
fields are still known to the farmers as the "ten-
acre," "fifteen-acre," and so on. A perusal of any 
six-inch map of the "Teald district "ill reveal that a 
very large proportion of the fields have one of their 
dimensions about a furlong, which was the length of the 
original acre-strip. 91 

(3) THE EnDEXCE .AFFORDED BY A socrATED 
STRUCTURES A"5D FrxDs OF Kxowx PERIOD. 

(a) The Kithurst Hill group. - It seems probable 
that the valley-entrenchments in Chantry Bottom and 
Leap Bottom are not older than medieval, and are 
connected with the various medieval ettlements which 
appear to have e.xi. ted in the neighbourhood, judging 
from the distribution of the pottery of that period. 
The same applies, in all probability, to the enclosure 

91 P ortions of the woods which lie t o the \Yest a nd south -we t of Angmering 
Park (6" O .S .. LXIII.. .!\" _\\-, and X .E .) in the pa rishes of Angm ering. P oling, 
\Varningcamp, and BLu·pham. bear such nam es as the following : South Fields , 
Old Field Copse, Plantedfields Copse. Drills fi eld Copse, T enantry Copse. 
None of the timber appea rs t o be m ore than 100 years old , if a s much. This 
s uggest s that some of the a rable land was planted at the time of the Enclosure 
Ac ts . and the arrangem en t of t he acre -strips see1ns t o ha ,-e been t o a la rge 
exten t perpe tuated by the dri,·es ,,-hich in m a n_, - pa rts di,·ide the copses up 
into se ries of rectangles . m easuring a furlong in leng th, by a bout 8 rods ( 132 
fee t ) in breadth. and thus con ta ining t"·o ac res each . It is noteworthy that 
the longer dimens ion o f these strips generally lies a t rig h t ang les t o the 
contotu· lines, and hence there at'e no l.n lChet s be tween them . 
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by Thornwick Barn, but whether these entrenchments 
are medieYal or older, they are at any rate later than 
the lynchets ·with which they come into contact, as has 
been pointed out in the description of each . The 
terraced and pitted area in Chantry Bottom seems to 
have been t he site of a medieval farm built upon pre-
existing lynchets. The same may be said of the 
similar sites in Martin's Croft Furze and along the 
west side of Leap Bottom, where medieval pottery is 
found- in fact, the name of the Furze probably 
perpetuates that of the one-t.ime farmer who lived there. 
All these sites exist on top of pre-existing lynchets, 
which shows t hat the lynchets in this neighbourhood 
n,re' at any rate older than the fourteenth century. 

'Vith regard to Middle Brow, it has been emphasised 
that some of t he lynchets are older than the field-way, 
while others must be coeval with it. 'Ve have also 
given our r easons for believing that one of the lynchets 
was levelled to make way for the construction of the 
rectangular earthwork. Now the shape and size 
(240 by 120 feet) of this earthwork, and the presence 
of an abundance of Roman pottery in the molecasts 
oYer and around it, and especially in the bottom 
of the ditch, prove that this enclosure belongs to 
the Roman period. The road, too, has every appear-
ance of being coeval ·with the enclosure. If so, then 
the Pine-tree Lynchet and Barrow Lynchet were 
formed in pre-Roman times, but continued to be tilled, 
as smaller fields, during the Roman occupation. If 
this was so with these two lynchets, one may say 
that the fields in this area were tilled both before and 
during the Roman period. 

The position of Barrow No. 2 with r elation to the 
Barrow Lynchet shows that the former must have been 
constructed after the latter had r'eached its full size; 
and as barrows were commonly placed by the side of 
roads, it follows that in this case the road probably 
preceded the barrow. That the latter was constructed 
before the road fell into disuse is show11 by the direction 
of the oblique cutting by which the field-way pierces 
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the lynchet. Thus their chronological order is- first the 
lynchet, then the road, then the barrow. It would be 
interesting to learn the date of the last, but unfortu -
nately we have not had an opportunity of opening it. 

(b) Park Brow.--Here the road and lynchets are 
obYiously coeYal, becau ·e the latter take origin from 
the sides of the road and do not run acros. · it. The 
Circus is also coeYal with the road- -in point of use, 
if not of construction- becau. e its entrance opens 
from the road. In ::\Ir. Pullen-Burry's exploratory 
trench Roman pottery ·wa. found tv1·0 feet helov.· the 
centre of the present bottont of the Circus, . ·howing 
that that structure \Yas used in the Roman period, if 
not before. Therefore the road am1 ln1chets are at 
least as old as that period. · 

The seven platforms which we haYe described as 
existing in the area of t\rn lynchet-field. on the 
outhern slope of the hill are in all probability pre-

Rornan, because the pottery found on them belong. to 
the Early Iron Age, from La Tene I. to the Roman 
period, and also comprises much coar. ·e, flint -. tudded 
ware of "Bronze-Age type, ' but of indeterminate 
date. The position of these platforms pro,·e. · that 
they are later than the lynchets, othen,ise they would 
have been ploughed out. Therefore agricultural opera-
tions must have ceased in the e particular fields before 
that period of the Early Iron Age in which these 
platforms \rnre constructed. That corn was actually 
grmvn in the neighbourhood as early a the time of the 
tran. ition from the Hall tatt to the La Tene I. 
cultures is eYidenced by the di coYery, alluded to 
above, of a saddle quern and parched corn in the 
village-site adjoining the Circus. 

The late La Tene urn figured in Plate X. seems to 
have come from one of the two barro\rn which are 
situated to the south-east of the Circus. The. e 
barrows lie in the middle of a lynchet-field, and con-
sequently that field must ha,-e gone out of cultivation 
before the consti uction of the barrows. 

The position of the site of the wattle and daub 
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building of the Roman period at the foot of Park 
Brow is inconclusive as to the age of the neighbouring 
lynchets, for the field in which it is situated might 
equally well have been ploughed after that period 
as before it, since there was, before excavation, no 
surface indication of the site of the building except 
the distribution of Roman pottery in the rabbit-holes. 

Thus the evidence afforded by Park Brow goes to 
show that the lynchets there were formed prior to the 
Roman period, and probably during, or even before, 
the beginning of the Early Iron Age (say, 500to 400 B.c.). 

(c) Buckland Banlc.-Here we have a road which is 
almost exactly similar in section to that on Park Brow, 
and which is evidently coeval ·with the lynchets and 
with the Circus. In the latter, late La Tene-type, and 
coarse, flint-studded pottery have been found, together 
with calcined flints. Mr. Allcroft has expressed his 
belief that the road was used in the Roman period. 92 

It makes straight for a group of four or five bowl-
barrows called the Four Lords' Burghs, while, exactly 
opposite the point where its branch-road goes off 
westwards to reach the fields on the neighbouring 
ridge and valley, stands a fine platform barrow. It 
is well known that burial mounds were often placed by 
the side of existing roads, especially at points where 
two or more roads met; indeed, Dr. Sophus Muller 
avers that ancient roads may be traced by the presence 
of barrows in clusters or in series.93 

The presence of the Circus implies the former 
existence of a village near by. Down in the valley, 
surrounded by bracken, is the site of the local cemetery, 
yielding urns belonging to the Early Iron Age and 
Roman periods, while all around are the lynchets of 
the fields which were presumably tilled by the people 
of the village. 

There is thus plenty of evidence that these fields 
were cultivated both before and during the Roman 

92 Brighton Gazette, ::\Iar. 30, 1918. 
93 Roittes et Lieux habites a l' Age de let Pierre et cl l' Age du Bronze (Copen· 

hagen). 
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period, but so far there i no posikrn evidence of any 
greater antiquity. 

(d) Highden Hill. - In our article on Covered ·ways, 
in a recent volume of these. Collection , 94 we described 
one of these curious earth·works which crosses Highden 
Hill (W'ashington),95 and ·we drnw attention to the fact 
that at its southern end the Covered 'Yav is continued 
as a terrace which descends the hill obliquely till it 
reaches t he bottom of tlv~ valley. 'ince then we 

-.1111n11111m111P1"' 
-Seale ifFeFl-

100 SO 0 JOO ZOO 300 

FIG. 4. Terrace-way and Lyncbets connected 
with Covered-Way on Higbclen Hill. 

have noticed that lynchets take origin from the sides 
of this terrace at irregular intervals, in such a manner 
as to show that the lynchet , terrace and Covered Way 
are all coeval (Fig. J ). :\foreover, the terrace gives off 
a branch eastwards, 'vhich enters the corner of a 
lynchet-field. 

It thus appears t hat some lynchets are at any rate 
as old a some Covered 'Yay , and this is, after all, 
what one would expect, for the relationship between a 

94 S.A .G., LIX., 3 . •s ti" 0 .S ., LI.. :c\ . \\' ., 5 ·3"-1·25". 
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Covered ~7 ay and a bivallate field-way is intimate, the 
differences being in detail- depth of road-way and 
height of banks-rather than in character. 

(e) W1:llingdon Hill.- Some few years ago Nir. H. S. 
Toms96 described a Covered ~! ay97 on 'iVillingdon Hill, 
near Enistbourne. As may be Reen from his plan the 
outhern end of this earthwork has its west bank 

replaced by a lynchet, from which two other lynchets 
go off at right angles westwards in such a manner as 
to make it evident that the lynchets and Covered ~7ay 
are coeval. Thus the latter is continued as a Type III. 
field-way. This corroborates the evidence of Highden 
Hill. 9s 

In our paper on Covered 'Vays,99 alluded to above, 
we gave reasons for believing that the Covered Way 
on Glatting Down100 i pre-Roman, and that it may 
even date back to a late period of the Bronze Age. 
The latter finding depends very largely on Lord 
Abercrombie's classification of the Bronze-Age-type 
pottery found in the ditch.101 '''e have since noticed 
that the general line of this Covered vVay, if continued 
southwards along Slindon Down, is carried on, after a 
gap of some hundreds of yards, by a field-way of 
Type II., surrounded by lynchets. It is tempting to 
connect the two, but the gap bet·ween them is too large 
to permit of more than the ·uggestion. However, in 
view of the association of lynchets with Covered 'Vays 
on Highden Hill and Willingdon Hill, it seems not 
unlikely that the double-lynchet field-way on Slindon 
Down may have formed the southward continuation 
of the Glatting Down Covered vVay. 

96 T ra.ns. Eastbourne Nat. Hist. Soc. , J a n ., 1917, pp . 45- 53 . 
"' 6" 0 .S., LXXIX., )l" .E ., 16·0"-3·8". 
•• Th e north-west. encl of the Con •rerl \\"a v leads down t o th e head of a 

valley t ha t bears the ~ignifi~ant nam e of H a rewir.k Bott om . (Cf. Thornwick 
and Eastwick, p. 19.) Roman potte ry ha~ been found on the north s idP of 
this va11ey . 

99 S .A .G., LJX ., 60- 6.5 . 
Joo 6" 0 .1'., XLlX., X .E.. extending from 6·~ " - 7·4" t o 6 ·75"-5·57". 
Jo1 Mr ·. B. H;. C11nnington informs us that she has fo11ncl p ottery of the same 

type and ornamentation which was certainly used in the Earl y Iron Age . 
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(f) Arundel Park.- In that part of Arundel Park 
which was formerlv knmn1 as Offham Down-the 
part which lies north of S·wanbourne Lake and east of 
Pugh Dene-are many lynchets, "ith field-ways and 
scattered fragments of Romano-British and coar ·e, 
flint -studded pottery. In one place a small, low 
round-barrow, urrounded by a ditch, lies right 
athwart a small lateral lynchet102 (Fig. 5). Evidently 
the barrow was con tructed at a time ·when the field 

-Sc fl I P o{Feel-
.100 50 0 JOO 
-~ 

F IG . . 5, Barro>1· overlying L ynchet 
in Arundel P a rle 

had gone out of cultivation. It 'lrnuld be interesting 
to discover the date of this barrow; it is not likely to 
be later than the seYenth century, and is probably 
very much earlier. 

(g) Ancient Road near Hangleton .- A conspicuous 
feature on the Brighton and HoYe Golf Links is a Yery 
fine turf-co\ered road of double-lynchet form and 
massive dimensions, which runs the length of the golf-
links, parallel with the Dyke Raih,·ay.103 It is first 
picked up in this form a few hundred yards south of the 
Golf House, and it can be traced as far as the broken 
ground which is aid to mark the site of old Hangleton 
Yillage, on the east side of the raihrny.1 0-1 

ioo 6" O.S., L .. , _,\'. , 5 ·0"-2·2". 
103 6" O.S., extending from LU .. S.E., 9 · "-0·2" to LXY .. ~ E ., 10·8"-9·~ · . 
'"" F or this see S. A .C., XXXI\-., p . 182 
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·when we first examined this road we thought it 
could be nothing more than a medieval coach-road, 
leading northwards from old Hangleton.105 But we 
were soon forced to change our minds, for, at a point 
about half-way along its extent, and near the tool-hut 
belonging to the keeper of the greens,106 is a bowl-
barrovv constructed upon the edge of the massive 
positive lynchet which forms the eastern boundary 

I ' I I 

.r--.RO.A.D-~ t.BARROW~ 
0 ___ 1o~ ___ _____ J4' 61' 76 a:J !JT Ii:/ nz' f ~ '.~ ---------=f ---:c"'r--;;;:- ~~.~:~-,~- ~,~r---: 
I I I I PO.SL 
~·!.'!.!%~ !!.§~·- I 

A 
I 

B 

F IG. 6. Sections through Anci ent Road near Hangle ton. 
A, Showing barro-w surmounting positive lynch et: 
B, typical section of road . 
P.O.S.L., postulated original surface line . 

of the road (Fig. 6 ). The road, therefore, is earlier 
than the barrow. 

There is no surface indication of this road further 
north than a point 300 yards south of the Skeleton 
Hovel, but its line is continued as a bridle-road and 
Parish (and Union) boundary across the Dyke Road and 
over Pond Brow and Summer Down to emerge on the 
edge of the Dyke Valley exactly opposite the eastern 
head of :Jfr. Allcroft's Roman terrace. The manner in 

10s That it was ac tually used as a highway in the 17th centur,v ie s hown by 
" A T erri e r o f G leabe L a nds and Bnilclings belong inge un to th e P a rsonag of 
H an gell ton . . .. "(dated i\Ia r. 21, 1635 , a nd cited S. A. G., XXXI\' .. p 18 1), 
which sa,vs: " \\"e ha,·e . . . a P a rsonag H owse . . . hav ing the Church on 
the south , the h ighway on th e East . " 

io• 6" OS., LXV., KE., 9·7"-11 ·2" 
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which this parish boundary crosses the Dyke Road- it 
st1·ikes it at an acute angle, follows it for 150 yards, and 
then leaves it at a similar acute angle- may afford a 
hint that the track follo\Yed by the Dyke Road it elf is 
as old as, or even older than, the road we have been 
describing. To such a suggestion further point is lent 
by the existence, by the side of the Dyke Road, of a 
barrow called the Black Burgh,10 ; for, as has been 
pointed out before, barrows were commonly placed by 
the side of roads. :Moreover, the line of the Dvke Road 
makes direct for the head of the terrace-way which 
descends the escarpment from near the Dyke to 
Fulking. This terrace-\Yay appears to have been a 
pre-Roman track which was straightened and im-
proved by the Romans. 

(h) Parle Bottom (Brighton). - In 1911 ~Ir. Toms 
described the discovery of pottery in a Rection through 
a lynchet in Park Bottom. He say : "Capping the 
balk was a seam of pure mould . . . lying along the 
bottom of the pure mould cappina were found small 
fragments of coarse hand-made pottery- of British or 
Romano-British origin-with cooking stones and flint 
flakes. These objects were lying on the old crest of 
the balk in a kind of stratum, and it is e,·ident that 
they were dropped on the balk after it. formation in 
Roman or pre-R ornan times. "10 8 

(-±) HISTORICAL EnDEXCE. 

To complete the picture it is only necessary to note 
that there is plenty of documentary evidence that corn 
was grown in Britain in ancient time8 in considerable 
quantity, and hence we should expect to find the 
traces of such cultivation in conjunction with the 
other relics of the di ·tant past. 

The :\fassilian explorer, Pytheas, who vi ited Britain 
in 325 B.c. (i.e. probably in the La Tene II. period), 
observed in the . outhern districts an abundance of 
wheat in the fields, and noted that it had to be threshed 

1 0' () " O.S., Lll. , .E .. 10·5"-3·65". 108 A ntiquary, Kov., 1911. p . 412 . 
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in covered barns owing to the inclemency of the 
climate.109 

Hecataeus of Abdera (about 330 B.c.) is quoted by 
Diodorus Siculus as saying: "There is on the ocean, 
in the parts over against Celtica, an island not less 
than Sicily; ... it is of a rich and all-productive 
soil, and, moreover, through the excellence of its 
climate, it bears two harvests a year."110 

Caesar (B.C. 55) tells us that the Belgae, who in-
habited the south coast of Britain, practised agriculture, 
their population being immense and their dwellings 
crowded together. The Britons of the interior were, 
however, for the most part not agricultural, but lived 
on animal flesh and milk.111 Caesar himself was able 
to keep his army of 12,000 men for a fortnight on wheat 
reaped in the neighbourhood of Walmer in Kent, while 
the following year he obtained enough in Essex for 
four legions and their auxiliaries and 1700 cavalry.112 

Diodorus Siculus (B.C. 44) writes of the Britons: 
"They gather in the harvest by cutting off the ears of 
corn and storing them in subterranean repositories 
( KaTayef.ov~ oi'n}cra~ , horrei:s subterraneis); they cull 
therefrom daily such as are old, and dressing them, 
have thence their sustenance."113 

Tacitus (A.D. 90) writes: "The soil is suitable for 
cultivation, and is fertile. . . . The crops are early in 
starting and late in ripening, and in both case from 
the same cause, viz., the extreme wetness of the soil and 
climate. "114 

Pliny, writing in the first century, says that tho 
Britons marled their fields with chalk dug from pits 
100 feet deep,115 thus revealing quite an advanced 
state of agriculture-so that it would not surprise us 

10• Strabo, IV . v., 5; see Elton, Origins of English Hist., p . 30. 
uo Diodorus Siculus, II. 47. Celtica was a name commonly applied to 

Gaul. 
m Caesar, De Bell . Gall., V., 12, 14 ; cf Strabo, IV. v., 2. 
112 De B ell Gall., IV. 31, 32 ; V . 20; see Rice H olmes, Ancient Britain, p. 253. 
113 Diodorus SiC'ulus, V., 21. 114 Tacitus, Agricola, xii. 
115 Pliny, Nat . H ist., XVII ., 4 (6) and (8). 
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to learn t hat they took the trouble to collect the flints 
from their field. ·. 

Zosirnu8116 describes how in 358 A.D . the Emperor 
Julian built a fleet of 600 or 800 corn-ships which made 
several Yoyages, carrying corn from Britain for the 
devasted Rhine proYinces. Gibbon estimates the 
capacity of each ship at least 70 tons, in \Yhich case, 
he calculates, the whole fleet of 600 ·hips \Yould carry 
120,000 quarters of wheat at each Yoyage. H e adds: 
" The country which could bear so large an exportation 
must already have attained an improved state of 
agriculture. " 117 

Although the distinction made by Caesar between 
the maritime and inland Briton mav not haYe held 
strictly true in the fourth century A:D., yet most of 
this \'ast quantity of corn must have been grown 
on the chalk hills of the south-east of Britain. 
Indeed, there was little else where it could be grown. 
The centre of the country 'irns mainly forest, and the 
numerous rivers being unbanked kept their valleys 
perpetually swampy. It is belieYed that in Roman and 
pre-Roman times the rainfall was much greater than 
it is at pre ent, and eYen in historic times springs 
broke out on the chalk Downs 50 to 60 feet above 
their present level. This means that \Vhat are now 
occasional stream were permanent rivers, while small 
brooks \Yere swollen streams; all the low lying di tricts 
were S\Yampy marshes co...-ered hy a thick impenetrable 
tangle of trees and scrub, and consequently were not 
possible places for the habitation of men in anynumbers, 
or the cultivation of grain in any quantity. H ere in 
Sussex, south of the Do,Yns, the condition of affairs was 
not much better, for surprisingly large areas of land 
along the coast are to-day below high watermark. 
EYen as late as /Saxon a.nd Nonnan times, before the 
sea defences and ri...-er banks were constructed, Selsey 
was practically an island, and at high tide the sea 

11 6 Zo- imus, III .. .3. 
11 ' Gibbon, Decline and Fall of the Ro111a11 E111pire, \ 'ol. II. (chap. xix.), 

p. 2 J n. Zosirnus desc ribes the ships as ,u£[,ova A.£µ(3wv. 
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filled what are now the river valleys and spread right 
and left inland, flowing past Barnham Church, and 
Arundel, and reaching Poling, Angmering Church and 
Broadwater,11 8 and so covering what are now large 
corn-growing districts, and converting the valleys of 
Aclur and Ouse and the Marshes of Pevensey and 
Romney into great inlets of the sea. It is to evidence 
of this kind, as well as to that of t.lrn presence on the 
Chalk Downs of traces of their former _occupation by 
men, that is attributed the belief not only t hat t he 
chalk hills were thickly populated and cultivated, but 
that, as Mr. Clement Reid puts it, " the areas occupied 
by the chalk were probably in prehistoric times, and 
even much later, the most settled and highly civilised 
parts of Britain. "119 

So much for the evidence that corn ·was extensively 
grown in Britain in, and before, the Roman period. 
There yet remains one interesting piece of documentary 
evidence with regard to the lynchets themselves. Dr. 
Colley March draws attention to the innumerable 
r eferences to lynchets in the Anglo-Saxon Delimitation 
Charters,120 chiefly occurring in \Viltshire and Hamp-
shire. He premises that "the boundaries there as-
signed usually follow pre-existing and easily recognised 
features of the country." Among many references to 
natural features occur a very large number of references 
to lynchets, such as the following: stan hlinc, stenihte 
hlinc, "the stone, or stony, lynchet " ; gate hlinc, "the 
road lynch et "121 ; hlinc andlang drafae, "the lynch et along 
the cattle drive," and so on. After citing a considerable 
number of these, Dr. March . ays: "On the whole, the 
impression made upon one's mind after going through 
all these charters-hundreds of them-is that lynches 
were not, as a rule, in those days tillage t erraces. " 
He goes on to say that though there is abundant 
evidence of agriculture in the charters, there seems to 
be only one reference to a cultivated lynchet-on 

n s A. Ballard, S.A.O., LIU., 5- -25. 11 9 Viet. County H ist . Su&sex. I.. 10. 
120 Proc. Dor et F ield Club, XXIV., i0- i2 ; Birch 's Oartular ium 'axonicum. 
121 I s thi s 11 " double lynchet " road? 
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pyru hlinc, "to the ploughed lynchet."122 Such a 
phrase seems to be intended to distinguish it from all 
others, because all the epithets applie::d to lynchets in 
these charters are applied by way of distinction, and 
if, therEfore, this particular lynch et was ploughed, it 
was something out of the common. 

The obYious inference .·eems to be that the lvnchets 
referred to were those of the Ancient British fields 
which by the tenth century had long since ceased to be 
cultivated, but which were sufficient.ly numerous and 
obvious to merit such frequent mentio~1 as land marks. 

COKCLUSIOK. 

In Yie,,- of all this evidence we feel justified in 
referring to Ancient British times the lynchets of the 
type with "\Yhich \rn have been dealing, though we can-
not at present distinguish with certainty between those 
of the Roman and pre-Roman period. In the same way 
we feel it justifiable to refer to the fieldways as Celtic-
or British- roacls, a term which does 11ot commit one to 
any particular period prior to the coming of the Saxons. 
At the same time we wish to emphasise the necessity 
of distinguishing carefully between the lynchet-fields 
which are broad in comparison with their length and 
those which are in the form of long narrow strips 
measuring approximately 220 yards by 22 or 11 yards. 
The latter we maintain are medie,-al or comparatively 
modern. 

From the evidence furnished by the Swiss Lake 
Dwellings it is clear that corn was cultivated in Central 
Europe in late Neolithic times; it does not follow from 
this fact, however, that corn was grown in Britain so 
early. There is a general belief that corn was cultivated 
in these Islands during at any rate the latter part of the 
Bronze Age, and we share in the view that this was 
probable. In this paper, however, we have dealt only 
with the evidence as to the age of those lynchets 
which have come under our own observation in our 

122 Worcester.shire Charter, A .D. 972 
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County of Sussex, and while we think we have found, 
and adduced, conclusive evidence of agricultural 
operations on a large scale from the Early Iron Age 
downwards, we have not been able to find definite proof 
of such activities during the age that preceded it. 

V\7 e cannot close without putting on record our 
indebtedness to Mr. Robert Gurd for the great pains 
he ha taken in the preparations of our illustrat ions, 
both in this and preceding articles, and also for the 
valuable help he gave us in surveying tlie earthworks 
of Chantry Bottom, Leap Bottom, and Middle Brow. 
We are also indebted to Mr. Reginald V\7illiamson for 
very valuable assistance rendered in surveying. 

[Since going to press an article has appeared by Mr. 0. G. S. 
Crawford on "'Air Survey and Arclueology " ( Geograph. Journal, 
Vol. LXI. , No. 5 (May, 1923), pp. 342- 366). In it he. deals largely 
with the question of lynchets , and we are gratified to find how 
dosely our conclusions agree with bis, although arrived at quite 
independently.] 



SUSSEX DEEDS IN 
PRIVATE HANDS. 1 

I. DEEDS IN THE POS, 'ESSION OF :\IR. ,V. H. 
HILL,', OF EAST GRINSTEAD. 

_.\.LcISTOX. 
1. Re-lease of the Recton- of Alciston and lands at Chichester 

from Lady Ann Robinson anl others to \Yilliam Buzzy for £:269 10s., 
28 )farch, 1689. 

_..\LFOLD. 
1. Fine whereby \Yill , 'tone and Susan his wife sell to Chas. 

Barttelot, gent., tenements in Alfold and \Yisborough Green. 
7 Geo. I. 

_..\::\G'.IIERIXG. 
1. Fine whereby Hugh Penfold sells to Thoma Ofrrnr and 

Ninian Kent tenements in Ea. t and \Yest _\ngmering. IO James I. 
ARDINGLY. 

1. Five lengthy letters \\Titten by .:\Ir:;. Sarah Lightmaker, of 
Arclingly (si ter to Archbishop Leighton), in reference to a quit-rent 
claim by the Earl of Dor et in connection " ·ith the manor of Imber-
horne. c. 1690. 

AsHcmrnE. 
1. Office copy letters patent 12 _\pril , 33 Elizabeth. the Crown 

to Thomas Sacb·ille, Lord Buckhurst . Recites grant by Remy VIII 
to Ai1thony Browne, Kt. , and Alice hi:; \\·ife. 

BARCO'.\IBE. 
1. Will (probate copy) of ReY. Joseph \Yoods, Rector of Bar-

combe; bequeath.· lands in Barcom be and Laughton. Dated 
1-! August , 1670. 

BOG XOR. 
1. Xotice of assignment and letter re goods at the Clarence 

Hotel, 5 April, 1 3:2. 
BOSH.DI. 

1. The Court Baron of the Hon. George Berkeley, 4 October 
1696. urrender of land in the Tything of Bradbriclge, called 
Lag nett, by \Yiiliam Baldwin, and achni ion of Thomas }Lilling-
ton. 

1 The Editor will be grateful to members, or others, who ha ,·e deeds relating 
to Su sex in their pos e sion, if they will send him abstracts for publication. 
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BRIGHTLING. 
1. Copy of final agreement whereby William Cave and others 

quit-claim to James Rolfe and others for use of J.R., for £120, 
three messuages and various lands in Brightling, Dallington, Ash-
bunnham and Burwash, 3 February, 1655. Copy made 19 May, 1693. 

BuRWASH. 
1. Sale by William Cave, of Seething Lane, London, and Sarah 

his \\rife, to William Cooke, of Brightling, gent., for £25, of an 
annuity, or yearly rent of £1 3s. 4d., issuing out of lands in Burwash, 
lately in the occupation of Edward Polhill, and lmown by the name 
of Williams Holt or Williams Bough. 26 November, 1655. 

2. Bond of Charles Pix, of Burwash, gent., to John Hammond, 
of Catesfeild, clerk, for observance of an indenture executed 
between them at same date. Seal of shield with a horse. Wit-
nessed by Eliz. Tyler, Rob Spiller, and Ric. Alfray. 3 Wm. and 
Mary. 

CATSFIELD. 
1. Surrender of Francis Bissell to copyhold premises in Catsfield 

Manor and admission of Thomas Missing, 27 April, 1731. 
2. Lease by Richard Sampson, of Ninfeild, Sussex, gent., to 

Thomas Smith, the younger, of a house, farm building and 267 acres 
of land in the parishes of Ninfeild Catsfield and Bexhill at a. 
rental of £78 per annum, with £5 extra for every acre broken up for 
tillage. 14 October, 1729. 

CHAILEY. 
1. Copy of a royal grant by Queen Elizabeth in respect of her 

manor of Eat Greenwich to William Tipper and Robert Dawe, of 
London, gents., of messuage and tenements called Holford and 
N orthwishe, in the parish of "Chayleighe," in Sussex, "by fealty 
only in free and common socage and not in capite or by military 
service," rendering 2s. of legal money of England at Michaelmas and 
the Annunciation. Grant dated 22 August, 1589; copy made 
14 May, 1618. 

CHICHESTER. 
1. Commission signed by Charle , Duke of Norfolk, appointing 

George Farhill, of Chichester, Deputy-Lieutenant of the County of 
Su sex, 3 December, 1807. 

CLAYTON. 
la. John Capenore, of Clayton, to Robt. Capenore his son, and 

others, all his lands, etc., including one-third of a mill in Clayton. 
8 November, 22 Edw. IV. (1482). 

lb. Last will of John Capenore, 8 November, 1482, leavss his 
lands, etc., to Agnes his wife for life , remainder to his son Robert, 
and heirs of his body, contingent remainder to his own right heirs; 
if there are none, then the lands, etc., to be sold and disposed of for 
the glory of the Blessed Virgin Mary and all Saints and the good of 
his soul and all faithful souls. 

G 
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COWFOLD. 
1. Fine whereby James Knowles and ::\Iary hi ~ wife sell to ::\Iary 

Cheale, widow, tenements in Cowfold . 1 Geo. II. 
CROWHURST. 

1. The original probate copy of the will of Joseph Betts, of 
Crowhurst, 17 May, 1703. 

CucKFIELD. 
1. Fine whereby Ric. helley, Esq. , . ells to John Cheveley, 

gent., tenements in Cuckfield, Chayley, Ham. ey and t. John's . 
7 Will. III. 

DITCHLL,G. 
1. Court Baron held 30 l\Iay, 17 7. Admission of Robert Child 

to cottage and land at J effery· Green , \YiYelsfield . 
2. Copy of Court Roll of Lord Abergannny· manor of Ditchling, 

by which on death of )fary Hilton , wido"-, formerly Hurst, 'who 
held a cottage near J effery·s Green in \\'i,elsfield, John Hurst. only 
son of H enry Hur. t and the said }fary, i·· admitted, and recein. 
same to use of him elf and Lydia his wife . 'igned by Alfred 
Staple , steward, October, 1732. 

EASTBOURNE . 
1. A deed dated 18 Augus·t, 1 10, and eleYen other documents 

dated 1799 to 1810, relating to the Theatre in 'outh treet, East-
bourne, and its sale by Francis Harding Gell to John Jona and 
Sampson Penly, comedians, for £400. 

2. Abstract of t he title of H enry }Iandy to a house, garden and 
ground in Eastbourne, "ith relea e of claim ·ignecl by Da,ie. 
Gilbert, Lord of the ::\fanor, 11 September, 1820 . 

EAT GRIN TEAD. 
1. Probate of the "ill of Elizabeth Dorothy Brett, died 14 

September, 1861. -
2. Abstract of order , reports, and other proceeding relating to 

ackvi lle College, 1608- 36 (9 pp.). Bill in Chancery on behalf of 
t he poor of Sackville College (75 pp.). , 'chedule of manors of late 
Earl of Dorset charged with rents in fayour of Sack,ille College, 
etc., etc. Statements of Defence to the aboYe Bill of Complaint 
(114 pp.). 1617. 

3. Exceptions taken by Elli utton, of \Ye·-tmin ter, to a rent 
<:harge granted to " Ye \Yarden and _,\ssi. tants of Sack,ille College, ., 
1637. 

4. Royal warrant to John, Earl of \Yestmoreland, K eeper of the 
Privy eal, authorising him to issue Letter Patent creating Charles 
Abbot, of Kidbrooke, Sus ·ex, late 'peaker of the House of Commons; 
Baron Colchester, of Colchester, " \\ithout any inYestiture, rites, 
ornaments or ceremonies whatsoeYer. " 2 June, 1 17. 

5. Copy of the Royal Charter of Saclnille College (in Latin), 
8 July , 1632. 
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6. Copies of warrants (contemporary) of appointments as 
inmate of Sackville College of:-

Thomas Bushy, 4 November, 1665. 
Joan Briggs, 9 May, 1668. 
Richard Aulchorn, 20 February, 1670. 
William Bazly, 10 January, 1675. 
Richard Jux, 18 August, 1676. 

7. Original warrants of appointments to Sackville College with 
signatures and seals : -

Richard Bruin, as inmate, 27 February, 1668. , igned by Richard, 
5th Earl Dorset. 

Ellinore Cutteford, as inmate, 1 December, 1676. Signed by 
Richard , 5th Earl Dorset. 

Mary Knight, as inmate, 12 March , 1787. Signed by John 
Frederick, 3rd Duke of Dorset. 

,Francis Gibbs, as inmate, 2 June, 1793. Signed by John Frederick, 
3rd Duke of Dorset. 

Thomas J enner, as inmate, 30 April, 1794. Signed by John 
Frederick, 3rd Duke of Dorset. 

Henry Jordon, as inmate, 9 October, 1795. Signed by John 
Frederick, 3rd Duke of Dorset. 

John Mason Neale, as warden, 27 May, 1 45. Signed by George 
John. Earl De la Warr, and Elizabeth, Coun tess De la Warr. 

8. Copy abstract of title of town properties belonging to Lord 
George Sackville, 1765. 

9. Copy abstract of title to the moats estate, 1780 to 1874. 
10. ·'Collections for a history of East Grin ·tead ." Copies of 

many ancient charters, acts, deeds, etc., etc. , compiled by Sir Henry 
Ellis, Keeper of MSS. at British Museum. 

11. The original order books, attendance registers, etc., of the 
East Grinstead Company of the North PeYensey Legion of Volun-
teer from October, 1803, to September, 1806. 

12. The collection of MSS. of the late Thos. Wakeham, compris-
jng accounts by eye-\Yitnesses of the fall of the Church tower, 12 
Nov., 1785, and the fall of the floor of the Assize Court, 17 March, 
1684. 

EAST GULDEFORD. 

1. Bond for payment of £700 by Christopher Dive, East Gulde-
iord, to John Monk, of Appledore , for performance of covenants by 
Daniel Davis, of Rye, 4 -:\fay, 1749. 

ETCIDNGHAM. 

1. A rental of the manor of Belhur t, 26 October, 1773. Total, 
l.'5s. Oid. when not leap year; 15s. O!d. when leap year, and l lb . 
of pepper. 

2. A rental of the manor of Belhurst, 9 June, 1784. Endorsed 
with corrections of errors made at Court Raron held 1January, 1718. 
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FLETCHI~G . 

1. Agatha, "·idow of \\'alter de Ratinden, giYes to \Yalter de la 
Hoke land which J ohn Stern formerly held of Asceline de DiYes in 
Flesingge, to hold by yearly rent of 8d., and suit to her comt of 
Sipfeld (Sheffield). 

2. Thomas Alchorne, of Edenbryge, son and heir of Richard 
Alchorne, late of Flecchynge, grants to Thomas A\rnoke, of Hertfelcl, 
3 acres in Flecchyng between lands of Richard Planys on north , 
Richard Mille on east, Thomas :Jiartyn on south and highway on 
west. 18 April, 6 Hen. VII. (1491). 

3. John Auecok, son and heir of Stephen Auecok, of Fleechyngge, 
to Richard Cowstokke and Alice his wife all his land: in Fleechyngge 
lying between highway from Schyffelde to Xuttele, which is on the 
ea t, the wood late of Xicholas Aleyn on \rnst , wood called Rugge-
wode on south, and land called Lythtetrowe on north. 15 lVIarch, 
9 Hen. V. (1419). 

4. William Afford, of Fletching, bond to Richard Staplegh for 
40s. 4 June, 20 Hen. \'III. (1529). 

FRAl\IFIELD. 

1. The counterpart of the sale of the Rectory of Framfield, 
Sussex, from the Hon. Edward SackYille, Esq., second son of late 
Rt. H on. Robert, Earl of Dorset, to Edward Lyndsey, of the parish 
of St. Bride's, Fleet , 'treet, London, gent. Consideration, £450. 
17 November, 1613. 

FRA~T. 

1. Probate of the "ill of John Baker, of Frant. Sussex, corcl-
winder. Dated 16 April , 1722. 

GLYNDE. 
1. Settlement on the marriage of John, . 01~ and heir of John 

Spence, Esq., of South :Jialling, to Anne TreYor, of Glynde, l!} 
October, 1685. 

HAILSHA.:\1. 
1. Power of Attorney granted by tephen Swane, of Hurst-

monceux, to John Fawknor in respect of property in Hailsham, 
2 January, 1649. 

2. Deed of sale by Xich. Fo ·ter, of Haylesham, yeoman, to 
Peter \Yoodgar, of Haukherst , clothier. of 2 acres called Foster's 
crofte, at Whiteside, in Hailsham , adjoining on north highway from 
Bunttes Ashe to H orsey, on we t to lands of Thos. Harris, and on 
south and east to lands of " 'ill. Edwards. \Vitnessed bY Tho . 
Tutsham, Ric. K en ly, and \Yill. White. 3 Eliz. · 

li.IBDILUI . 
1. Schedule and abstract of deeds relating to Harclham Priory 

and Manor from 1 April, 1496, to 10 ~oYember, 16-!9. 



SUSSEX DEEDS IN PRIVATE HANDS 71 

HAS'TIKGS. 
1. Sale for £50 by Phillip Gawen, of Hastings, mariner, to John 

waine, of Hastings, shipwright, of two me . uages, deeze and garden, 
in the parish of St. Clement, Hastings, 30 September, 1702. 

2. Lease by Denny Ashburnham, of Hastings, Esq., to Mary 
Burfield, als Hode, widow, of Guestling, of tenement, barns and land 
known as Cockfield, in Fairlight, at a quarterly rent of 40s. and 
l s. 6d. yearly at Easter to Thomas Wood, of Fairlight, 30 September, 
1660. 

HEATHFIELD. 
1. Fine whereby Thos. Caley and his wife Constance sell to 

Edward Bennett tenements in Heath field. 9 Geo. I. 
2. Fine whereby Ric. Downton, Esq., and Thomasin his wife 

sell to Wm. Peake tenements in Heath.field, 1659. 
3. Fine whereby Will. Nurse and Ann his wife sell to Newland 

Martin tenements in Heath.field. 10 Geo. II. 

HORSHAM. 
1. Manor of l\'Iarlpost. Surrender of His Grace the Duke of 

Korfolk and admi sion of ~fr. William Clarke to allotments of land 
in Horsham under an inclosure award. 19 November, 1813. 

2. Sale by Richard Pilfold , of Warnham, yeoman, and Susan 
his wife to Nathaniel Tredcroft , of Horsham, for £260, of buildings 
and land knmvn as Diballs, in Rough.fey, Horsham, 5 May, 1680. 

HoRSTED KEYNES . 
1. Thomas White, of Fleechynge, to John Bawton and Agnes 

his wife, tenement called Le Vex and 5 acres of arable, with buildings 
thereon, in Horsted Kaynes, between lands of John Hodelea on east 
and west, Thomas Loonge on north , Thomas Barlee on south, 
14 September, 24 Hen. VI. (1446). 

2. Cristine, wife of Richard Elstone, of Rotherfield, quit-claiming 
to William atte Strode, of Mayfield Vexis, in Horsted Kaynes, 
St. Matthew's Day, 2 Hen. VI. (1424). 

3. John Bawton, of Westothlegh, and Agne:; his wife to Thomas 
Wylard and Andrew his son, tenement called Le Vex and 5 acres 
in Horsted Kaynes, 28 December, 30 H en. VI. (1452). 

HOUGHTON. 
1. Court Rolls of the manor of Houghton from 1673 to 1708. 

HOWARD FAM.ILY. 
1. A deed declaring a statute acknowledged by Charles, Lord 

Hmrnrd, of Effingham, his son and another, for £10,000, to be void 
on performance of covenants. Dated 18 May, 1596. Signed and 
sealed by all three parties. 

H URSTMONCEUX. 
l. Bond on mortgage from Samuel Pocock, of Hurstmonceux, 

innholder, to John Cittizen, of Westham. 8 June, 1742. 
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2. Discharge of the above-named mortgage on land. in ~infield 
and W artling. N .D . 

3. Deed of sa le b_,. Alex . P ellinge, of H ailsham , hu bandman, to 
'tephen Frenche, of Eastgreenstecl, fordgema .ter, of messuage, etc., 

in H erstmonnces and \Yartling, with the reversion of the same, 
which George A. Stocke, deceased, left to Joan, then his wife , and 
now wife of John Frenche , father of the said tephen. \Yitnessed 
by Thos. Eclolph, Will. Storckey, John King, John ~llexander, Will. 
:Frenche and Rob . Elise, 1 F ebruary, 23 Eliz. 

4. Fine whereby Chas. Pix, gent~ , and Eliz. his wife sell to John 
Hammond, clerk , tenement in " ·artling and Herstmonceux. 3 ~'i ll. 
and }fary. 

5. Fi;rn whereby John Farmor and K ath. his \1·ife, Will. 'mytbe 
and Alice his wife, Edmund Robin on and Thomasin his wife , 
Ric. Goodall and Agnes hi · wife ell to Stephen Frenche one-third of 
certain tenements· in Her. tmonceux : -!2 Eliz. 

H C'RSTPIERPOIXT. 
1. Fine \\·hereb\· John Hille and Ann his wife and Eliz. Dvmand 

sell to Saml. Snashall tenements in ij:urstpierpoint . 19 Chas. II. 
2. Fine wherebv John }fathew and }far\' his \life sell to Sam!. 

Snashall tenements in Hurstpierpoint. 32 ·Chas. II. 
!FIELD. 

1. Deed , dated 1536, relating to the manor of !field and neigh-
bouring properties. ··William Tooke, gent., co-feoffee \\ith Thoma 
Roydon , Esq." Has nine signature:. 

!FORD. 
1. Lease for one year from Roger H olmwood of Iford , to 

Elizabeth Carter, of Ringmer , for 5s., of a cottage, barn and croft 
known as Paym" , Iforcl. 20 eptember, 1703. 

JEYIXGTOX. 
1. 'Marriage settlement between Thoma Xoa kes. of J e,ington , 

and Frances King, of Wilmington, 14 X overnber, 179 . 

KIXGSTON. 
1. Lease from Edward, Earl of Dor et , to J ohn Titchbourne, of 

Rodrnill , of barn and six yarcllands known as Diggons, in Kingston, 
near Le11·es, for 99 years, for a consideration of £-!5 and a yearly 
rent of £1. 6 February. 1651. 

KIRDFORD. 
1. Will . ::\Iarshe and Eliz . hi · wife sell to Geo. Duncombe, gent ., 

~ tenement in Kyrclford and Pleystowe . 4-! Eliz. 

LxcGHTOX . 
1. Probate of the will of Zacharias Skinner, of Laughton , dated 

26 August , 1693. 
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2. Copy of the surrender of William Miller to J ame Reed 
and his admission thereon to land at t he Dicker , H ellingly, in the 
manor of Laughton, at a Court Baron held 19 October , 1821. 

3. Copy of t he surrender of William Huggett to Mr. and Mrs. 
Miller and their admission to the same property, 21 May, 1811. 

4. Admission of John Saxby, of Laughton, yeoman , at a Court 
Baron of Thomas Lord Pelham, Lord of the manor of Ripe, on 
recovery of Rev. Geo. Marsh and his wife, 8 May, 1778. 

LEWES . 
1. Copy of the will of Seth Turner , cooper, of Lewes, proved 

25 March , 1728. 
2. Lease of t he King's Head or Blackboy Inn, St. P eter and St . 

.Jfary Westout, Lewes, from William Mabb to John Studley, 
1 February, 1721. · 

3. Official return of the inquest on James Satin, a baker , of All 
Saints, who committed suicide by hanging 3 June, 1865. 

4. Will of Robert Colgate, of Lewes, goldsmith, dated 12 August 
1693. 

5. Receipt from Robert, Prior of Lewes, for monies from the 
Priory's estate in Yorkshire. Dated 21 Henry VIII. (1529). 

6. R elease of messuages in Lewes from John Mills to Robert 
Primer, 30 May, 1474. 

7. Settlement of the estate of the late Josia · Smith, of Lewes, 
1827. 

8. Conveyance from John Fenner, of Lewes, currier , to RichMd 
Saxby, for £160, of property at junction of High Street and St. 
Mary's Lane, in the parish of St. John under the Castle, Lewes, 
6 July, 1717. 

9. From fary Russell , widow of Nathanael Russell , apothecary 
of Lewes (parents of Dr. Richard Russell, t he " maker " of Brighton), 
quit-claiming and releasing certain lands and premises in the parish 
of St. Peter and St. Mary Westout, Lewes, to J ohn Studley, of 
Kenwards, Lindfield , 8 June, 1713. 

10. Conveyance from William Coby, of Southover, gent., and 
Thomas Barnden, of Lewes, innholder, to John Swaine, of Chid-
dingly, of premises in the parish of St. J ohn under the Castle, 
Lewes, 16 August, 1676. 

11. Release of dower by Sarah F enner, of Lewes, widow of John 
Fenner, currier, to Richard Pugly, for £21 10s . of premises at 
junction of High Street and St. Mary's Lane, 8 July, 1717 . 

12. Faculty granted for the erection of a gallery in the Church of 
St. John the Baptist, Southover, 3 J anuary, 1765. 

13. Deed by which Ric. Kidder, of Southover, yeoman, grants to 
John Stempe, of Southover , clerk , a house and orchard called 
Otelands, alias Pondgarden, in Southover, now in occupation of 
said John Stempe. Witnessed by Roger Cobie and William Lane. 
1636. 
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14. John Hudson, of Chichester, clerk , acknmd edges debt of £20 
to Thos. Pelland, of Southover, here-brewer, secured on 2 crofts in 
parish of St. Anne, alias St. Jiary in Westout, next Lewes. 14 Eliz. 

15. Part of autograph confession of J ohn William Leigh, 
executed at Lewes for murder of Harriet Horton, 4 April, 1 66. 

LITTLE H OR TED. 
1. Copy made 28 August, 1792, of a deed dated 1 ~.\.pril , 1724 . 

whereby Richard Hay, of Little Horsted, sells to Charles Beard, of 
London, for £3250, the manor and ad·rn\Tson of Little Horsted and 
messuages and lands in that parish. 

LL"RGA.SHALL. 
1. Copy of will of J ohn Habbin, of Little Park, Lurgashall. 

Dated 3 April, 1790 ; proYed 25 February, 1791. 
2. Mortgage of messuage, farm and lands known as Buckhurst, 

or Buddles, in Lurgashall , for £100 by Thos. Hogsfiesh, citizen and 
cooper, of London, to J olm Hogsfle h , of London, turner. 29 October, 
1664. 

LYi\IISSTER. 

1. Probate of the will of Sarah Duke, of Leominster, made 
27 October, 1783 ; proved 19 Xo,ember, 17 3. 

JLIBESFIELD. 

1. Draft of articles of agreement for the commutation of the 
tithes of the parish of Maresfielcl between the R e;-. Edw. Turner , 
rector, and property owners. 

2. Deed between George Bland, of Aldingbourn and John Kidder, 
of 1\'Iaresfield, relating to land , messuage, etc., in :Jiaresfield, 18 ilfay, 
1646. 

3. Conveyance from Jasper Yardly, of Croydon, George Bland 
and Margaret Bland his wife to John Hardham, citizen and tallow-
chandler, of London, of house and land in :Jiaresfield known as 
Dennys. 20 January, 1628. 

11fA YFIELD. 
1. Deed between Thomas Houghton, of :Jiayfield, and ·William 

Muddle, of Ewhurst, relating to lands, etc., in Jiayfield. 15 April , 
1642. 

2. Deed between Francis \Yotten, of Hurst, co. Berks., and 
Margaret his wife, and Thomas Houghton, of Jiayfield, relating to 
lands, etc., in Mayfield, 10 December, 16-10. 

3. Deed between Stephen Parker and John \Yickersham relating 
to lands in :Jfayfield, 20 September, 1659. 

4. Grant by J ohn Weston to George \Yeston his son of lands in 
Mayfield, 11 March, 1646. 

5. Probate of the will of Dr. Stephen Iggie den, jun., of :Jiay-
field. Dated 8 February, 1743. 
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6. Marriage settlement between John Wickersham, of Mayfield, 
and Anne Doddelw:ill, of Rothersfield. Dated 28 August, 1674. 

7. Deed between John Moon and John Goldsmith, Thomas 
Moon and others, all of Rotherfield, relating to lands, etc., in :Jfay-
field. Dated 1 May, 1550. 

8. Release from William Muddle to Thos. Relf of 9 acre , part of 
Broad.reed Wood, :Jiayfield. Dated 29 October, 1621. 

9. Release from Henry Relf to Stephen Pankhurst, of the same 
land. Dated 12 April, 1631. 

10. Deed between Thomas Da.y and John Mount, both of :Jiay-
field, as to an acre of land at Hadley Down , Mayfield. Dated 
20 February, 1654. 

11. Deed between Robert Relfe and Thoma Day as to land at 
Westbroadwood Common, Mayfield. Dated 21 January, 1630- 31. 

12. Deed between John Wichersham and Richard Rolfe , both of 
Mayfield, as to sale of Spratts, Mayfield. Dated 7 January. 1664. 

13. Settlement on the marriage of Thomas Duplock and 
Margaret Ma.rkwick, both of Mayfield. Dated 20 December, 1630. 

14. Deed between Thomas Page, of Buckstede, and Thomas 
Daye, of Mayfield, relating to common and waste lands in :Jlayfield. 
Dated 20 January, 1630. 

15. Probate of the will of Richard Day, of Mayfield. yeoman. 
Dated 11 February, 1716. 

16. Three letters from Si.r James May, of Mayfield, to Lord 
Townshend, on political and personal matters, 1770- 72 . 

17. Grant from Abraham "Weston, of Cranbrook, to Thomas 
Weston, of Cranbrook, of certain lands and premises in Mayfield 
known as Grangefield, Broadfield, Wheatfield, l\Iicldlefield and 
Clayes. 19 September, 32 Chas . II. (1680). 

18. Deed conveying certain lands at :Mayfield for £250 from 
Thomas Weston, of Willingdon, and John Fennell , of Eastbourne, 
to Thomas Weston, of Cranbrook, 6 October, 1668. 

19. A similar deed , £250 paid to Fennell, 6 October, 1668. 
20. Inquisition on the body of . . . Finlayson, 1 September, 

1865. Verdict, f elo de se by poisoning. 
21. Lease of messuage and lands in Mayfield known as Broacl-

reed , Cribnatt, Newland, Wh..ithefeild, als Stone Croft and Common-
field, for a term of 800 years in consideration of a sum of one hundred 
and three score pounds. 20 April, 25 Chas. II. (1673), Robert 
Rolfe to John Wickersham. 

22. Deed between Thomas Weston and Abraham \Yeston, of 
Cranbrook; Thos. Weston, of \Villingdon, and George Tyler , of 
Mayfield, as to lands in Mayfield. 13 January, 1668. 

23. Deed between Francis Maynard, of Mayfield; John Huggett, 
of Bromlie, Kent, and \Vm. Fawkerson, of Warlinge, relating to a 
windmill, lands, etc., in Hadley Downe, Mayfield, 20 May, 1620. 

24. Conveyance from Thomas Moone, of lVfayfield, yeoman, and 
Joseph Moone his son to John Moone, another son, of eight acres 
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of land in }fayfield, lrnom1 as :\IoregeYe, for £55. 28 December, 
1672. 

25. Grant by John Sawyer, of }fay.field, yeoman, to his widowed 
mother Anne, in consideration of her relinquishing her claim to 
dower and thirds of premises known as Bondrells, or " 'oodland, in 
Mayfield, containing 24 acres, for the term of her natural life. 
10 January, 1652. 

}fEECHIXG (X EWRAVEN). 
1. }fanor of i\Ieeching. Copy of :\Ie srs. John and Thos . Pratt's 

surrender to }fr. Thos. Chippen Faulconer and of nfr. Faulconer's 
admission. 22 April , 1801. Land at Harping Hill, Piddinghoe. 

i\IO"C"NTFIELD. 
l . Bond on mortgage for ·400 from Thorpe Diamond, of :Mount-

fielcl , gunfouncler, to Eel\\·. Capell, of London, 23 December, 1 
Geo. III . 

NrxFIELD. 
l. Robert E. ton , of Nin.field , grants to Richard A. Broke; 

R obert , son of \Ym . A. Broke, and Thos. }fotkyn all his lands, etc., 
in Xinfield to hold to use of himself , 4 October, 10 H en. VIII. (1510). 

2. Bond on mortgage for £1000 from John King, of Nin.field, to 
Tho;; . Carpenter, of \Vadhurst, 10 eptember, 31 Geo. II . 

3. , ale by \Ym . Feist, of \Yapping, and }Iary his Y'iife and 
Brian Williams, of Wapping, and Robena (signed " Rebekah ") his 
,,ife (the t\rn wiYes being daughter of Edmund Thorpe, of Seddles-
corn be, deceased) to William Brooks, of Ninfield (John Bowyer being 
also a party), for £503, of property known as Waltons, Xinfield . 
4 .June, 16 1. 

4 . (• ee Hurstmonceux 1 and 2.) 

N ORTH :i\lARDEN. 
1. Deed between Thos. Jenman and vYm . Fairernaner, both of 

East :\Iarden, enfeoffment of a messuage in North Marden called 
H arri;;·,.. Dated 6 }larch , 1664. 

°X"C"THURST. 
1. Copy of \vill of William Clapshew, of l\Iannings Heath, 

N uthur:::t. \Yill dated 5 ::1.Joyember, 1833. Codicil dated 5 Decem-
ber, 1 34. 

PEA.SMARSH. 
1. \Yill. \Yilmshur t and Eliz. his "ife sell to John Stunt tene-

ments in Peasemarsh. Fine of 7 Geo. II. 

PE'T~<SEY. 
1. The original probate copy of the "ill of }fartin Christen, of 

Pevense\·. 1615. 
2. L~ase bY Sihon Stace, of Ewhmst, and Elizabeth Stace, his 

mother. wido,~· of Wm. Stace, of 'anclhurst, Kent, to J ohn King, 
of Ashblll'nham, for 5s. down and a yearly rental of one peppercorn 
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if demanded, of Marshland, neat' Church Acre Bridge, Peveusey, in 
the parishes of Pevensey, Wartling and Hurstmonceux. 1 Feb-
ruary, 1769. 

3. Sale by John Baker, of Mayfield , gent., and Katherine his 
wife to Thomas Baker, of the Inner Temple, London, gent., for £450, 
of 30 acres of marshland in Pevensey, known as " The Thyrties ,' · 
10 February, 1619. 

4. Fine whereby John Baker, gent., and Kath. his wife sell to 
Thos. Baker, gent., tenements in Pevensey and Haylesham, 17 
James I. 

PIDDINGHOE. 
1. Deed, dated 24 March, 1773, between Thomas Grace, of 

Battle, and William Brown, of Newhaven, re property at Pidding-
hoe. 

2. Ditto, dated 25 March, 1773. 
PLUMPTON. 

1. A licence of alienation of lands at Plumpton from Humphrey 
Rogers to Richard Leghe, 2 September, 1589, "ith the great seal of 
Queen Elizabeth attached. 

RACTON. 
1. Fine whereby George Gunter, Knight, and John Gunter, Esq. , 

ell to Humfrey Handford, Esq. , and Hugh Handford, gent., the 
manor of R.acton, with appurtenances in Racton and Westborne. 
15 Jas. I. 

RING MER. 
1. A bargain of sale from Sir Geo. Ryvers , Knight, to Thos., Earl 

of Dorset, Lord High Trea urer of England, of the manors of 
Ringmer, Langney and Willingdon for the sum of £8400, 18 NoYem-
ber James I. 

2. Admission of Elizabeth Verrall , daughter of William Verrall , 
innholder, of Lewes, to land known as the Bottom, in the Borough 
of Norlington, Ringmer, at l s. 8d. per annum, payable to Lionel , 
Duke of Dorset, Lord of the manor of Ringmer. 19 October, 32 
Geo. II. 

3. .John Baker the elder, of H eathfield, tanner, and John Baker 
the younger, of Chalvington, bond to Jollll A.tree to hold a croft in 
Ringmer , which they had sold to him, quit of all claim for dower of 
Alice, now wife of the said John Baker (the elder). ·witnessed by 
George Boniface and Richard Atree , 1632. 

ROBERTS BRIDGE . 
1. Account (in Latin) of the composition for the tithes of 'ale-

hurst, made by the Abbey of Robertsbridge in 1418. Written by 
Wm. Barke (notary public) in 1594. On 15 pp. in the original white 
' 'ellum wrappers. 

RoTHERFIEL u. 
1. :'.llortgage of Dunstalls , Rotherfield. from Thomas Hooke to 

Sir Robert Clayton, 20 )farch, 1685. 
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2. Settlement on the marriage of John Bridger and }fary 
Brooker, both of Rotherfield , 5 ~larch , Geo. III. (1763). Attested 
copy made 29 June, 17 0. 

3. Probate of the 1vill of John Bridger, ·en., of Rotherfielcl , made 
9 February, 1720 ; prowcl '.!.7 'eptember, 1723. 

4. Indenture of sale by George Hosmer, the elder, of Woodside, 
in Rotherfield , yeoman, to Thos. Onnden, blacksmythe, of Great-
mead, the Little }lead, the fowre acres and the GroYe, cont. 26 
acres, with "an hayhou ·e,. built thereon , in Rotherfeild, adjoining 
lands of Thos. Sa"-yer on east, lands of Thos. 'teYens and Alchorne 
on south, lands of \Yill. Hosmer on we ·t, lands of Isaac _.\Jchorne and 
John Russell on north. \Yitnes eel by Edmund Horne. by, John 
Ovenden and ·William 0Yenden. 7 December, 1646. 

5. Fine \\·hereby Alice De.-enisshe, \\idow, ·\rill. De\eni she, 
and Alice his "ife," " -ill. Reydon and Eliz. his "ife, sell to John 
Weston tenements in Rotherfleld and Haylesham. :W Jas. I. 

RYE . 
1. Deed dated 8 February, 1692, recording a fine in Rye C'ollrt. 

Signed by the Mayor, N"icholas }Iannooch. 
2. Petition to the House of Common. re the restoration of the 

Harbour of Rye. 
3. Report 'of Commissioners on the condition of Rye Harbour, 

6 December, 1743. 
4. Lease by John \Yinchester, of Rye, lawyer, and }fary his wife, 

to John Thurston, of Rye, carpenter, at a rental of £3 10-. per annum 
of a messuage in Longer Street, Rye, 7 July, 1719. 

S.U.EH"C"RST. 
1. The original will on paper of usanna Lord, of 'alehur t, 

27 April, 1682. l\Ientions the adrnwson of Salehurst. 
2. Sale of lands , mills, etc., in Salehurst. Francis and }lary 

Challoner, of Lewes, to Paul and Jane \\1heeler, Timothy Harmer, 
and \Villiam Coby, 1 XoYember , 1667. 

SHIPLEY. 
1. Deed between Edward Shelley and Hugh Orlton relating to 

messuage and farm. in h.ipley. Dated 24 September. 1114. 
2. Deed between the Rt. Hon. CaryU, Lord Yiscount }Iolyneux 

and Thos. Hargra.-e, relating to tithes in Shipley. Dated 2 June, 
1718. 

3. Sale by Hugh \Yeller , of Fittleworth, yeoman, and Henry 
Baton, of Burpham, wheelwright , to Henry Skinner. of Shipley, 
yeoman, for £2 0 of property known a Palmer , Shiple~·, in the 
manor of Thakeham, 25 February, 169-±. 

SoerH }Lu.LI::>G. 
1. The original deed of sale of the Rectory of South }falling from 

Richard, Earl of Dorset, to John Stansfield for +'700. Dated 3 July, 
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1623. Signed by Richard, Earl of Dorset, George Ryvers, Richard 
Amherst, and Edw. Lyndsey. 

SUSSEX (GENERAL). 
1. Deed of bargain a.nd sale to trustees by J ohn Frederick, Duke 

of Dorset, of manors in London, the manor of Bexhill (alias Becksley 
Cowding), H angleton , Michelham (otherwise Mitchelham Park), late 
Howndean Dor et and Chiddingly ; the Hundred of Bexhill, the 
advowsons of H angleton and Chiddingly, and cottages, mills , fatms, 
lands, tenements, woods, tithes, etc., in Bexhill, Hangleton, Aldring-
ton, Chiddingly, Arlington, Westham, Hailsham, Lewes, Chailey, 
Lanclport, Chailey Common, and Hartfield in Sussex and properties 
in Oxford. Dated 22 October, 1785. 

2. Deed appointing Sir Francis Freeland, Bart., George Palmer 
and Thomas France a commission to examine ' i\Tilliam Courthope 
Mabbott, late High Sheriff of Sussex . 2 November , 2 Will. IV. 

THAKEHAl\f. 

1. Conveyance of properties in Thakeh.am from Thos. Barnard 
and others to William Whitebread, 2 June, 1687. 

TARRING. 

1. Fine whereby Anthony Fowle, gent ., and Ric. Fowle, gent ., 
sell to Henry Shelley, Esq ., tenements in Tarring and Beddingham. 
4 J as. IL 

UcKFIELD. 
1. William Deye, of Ukfeld, to H enry A. Smyth and J oan his 

wife, a piece of land called le ~fore, adjoining the land of t he heirs of 
William Cheyne on the north and east, land of heirs of John A. Wode 
and land of the said William Deye on the south , and the High Street 
to the west. 29 October , 4 Hen. VIII. (1513) . 

UPl\iARDEN. 

1. Conveyance of the chapel in West Marden, with Yarious 
properties and right of common from J ohn H ewson to J ohn Rowe 
for £200 30 January, 1584- 85. 

VOLUNTEERS. 
1. Commission as Captain to .. . J arvise, Esq., in 2nd Batt. 

Cinque Ports Vols. Signed by Geo. III ., 30 July, 1803. 

'YARBLETON. 
1. Bond on mortgage by John Lavender , husbandman, of 

Warbleton, and J. L . the younger, of St. Leonards, victualler , fer 
£120 to Thos. H arben , of Lewes. 19 November, 1791. 

2. Fine whereby Eclw. !steel and Martha his wife, Rob. H oade 
and Eliz. his wife sell to R ob. Bennett tenements in Warbleton. 
1659. 
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WESTFIELD. 
1. :Mortgage of Fuleigh, Westfield , for £200 from John Hum-

phrey, of H astings, to .John Coppard, of Alfriston. 3 June, 1703. 

WEST NlARDE:K. 
1. Deed between William Leeves, of Tortington, and James 

:Foster, of West Marden, relating to lands, etc., in West Marden and 
Compton, Sussex. Dated 26 February, 1749. 

2. Deed between Thomas John Page, of 'Ye tergate House, and 
John Hobbs, of West Marden, lease of lands in West Marden . 
Dated 11 October, 1772. 

3. Conveyance from Thomas Green to Geo1ge Smyth of two 
closes of land in Westrnarden. Dated 4 September, 1592. 

4. Cmn-eyance of a moiety of the manor of 'Yestmarden and of 
the farm thereunto belonging from :\Iary Peckham to Henry Yeadon . 
Dated 6 October, 1702. 

5. Power of Attorney from George Pocock, of ·west Stoke and 
West Marden, to ' Valter Lowe, of \i'i'alderton. Dated 16 November, 
1588. 

6. Lease from \Yalter Stone to John H ewghson and Josane his 
wife for the term of their li ves of lands in West i\Iarden, called 
Cooke's Garden, Brittens and }Ioorecroft. Dated 11 l\Iay, 1580. 

\iYE Tl\IESTOX . 
1. Lease by Henry Pelham, of Le,Yes, to James Day, of West-

meston , of vVooton farm for 14 years at £100 per annum. 17 
November, 1715. 

\YILLIXGDOX. 
1. :Marriage settlement between Joseph Peake, of Croydon, and 

Catharine King, of Willingdon, dated 29 October , 1808. 
2. (See Ringmer 1. ) 

IYINCHELSEA. 
1. A large parcel of documents relating to old la"·-suits , not yet 

calendared. 
IYITHYHA:\I. 

1. Lease from Thomas Barton, of Hadlow, to Simon mith, of 
Withyham, of farm known as Middle Garlonde, \Yithyham, for 21 
years at £31 per annum . 4 N°'-ember, 1655. 

2. Lease from Richard , Eari of Dorset , to l\Iary Marchant, widow, 
of Withyham , of Withyham }.fill, and appurtenances for 21 years at 
a rental of £14, and 2 fat capons, or 3s. in money, per annum. Signed 
by_the Earl , 20 }lay, 1676. 

IVOOLBEDIXG. 
1. Admission of Elizabeth Bridger, alias Roe , to the manor of 

Woolbedding, 1710. 
W ORTH. 

1. 0Yerseers' accounts for April to Augnst, 1692. 



ALFOLDEAN ROMAN STATION. 
First Report, 1922 

BYS. E. WINBOLT, M.A., Christ' Hospital. 

THE Roman road, Stane Street, running north from 
Billingshurst to the Horsham- Guildford road, which 
it meets at right angles at Roman Gate, leaves Slinfold 
on the east. As a hard road it is lost between Roman 
Gate and a point about two miles south of Ockley; and 
this is perhaps quite natural, as the intervening 
country is very difficult by reason of ups and downs 
and deep depressions for streams. But its course is 
quite clear in the deep and broad gulley, novY over-
grown, up the hill at the eastern end of Roman \\' ood, 
from Roman Gate to Rowhook, whence it can be 
picked up again in several places, first as a treed mound 
which for ome two or three miles is an ancient parish 
boundary, and next in a lane. But my present concern 
is with the stretch of road between Park treet, 
Slinfold, and Roman Gate, a length of 1 mile 13 chains, 
which was made from a green Jane into a hard road by 
Charles, Duke of Norfolk in 1809- 10 in accordance 
with an act of 49 George III. (1809). At the lower 
part of this stretch, immediately south of the .A.run 
Bridge, on both sides of the road can still be seen very 
clearly in certain states of the soil (which has for many 
years been arable land) the mllum and fossa of the 
Roman station used probably by Roman troops and 
civilians on the march between Chichester and London. 
There were probably four mansiones on this route, at 
Hardham (near Pulborough), Alfoldean , Dorking, and 
Merton, of which rema'. ns can be seen c~ early only at 
the first two. This is the contention of Mr. Hilaire 
Belloc in The Stane Street, and I see no reason for 
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PLATE I. Surrouuc1 iugs of Alfolc1eau Roman Station. 
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dissent. A glance at the surroundings of the station 
shown in plate 1 ·will reveal the very interesting nature 
of the site. My impression is that the whole plateau 
through which the road runs for a distance of a little 
over half-a-mile was occupied as a settlement in 
Romano-British times. A mansio, measuring little 
short of 400 feet on each of its four sides, with perman-
ent buildings in its area, was, to judge from similar 
cases elsewhere, almost certain gradually to attract 
in its neighbourhood canabae (or shops and houses of 
workpeople) and villas, more especially close to the 
road. Finds of Roman building material and pottery 
on both sides of the road from the point marked 103 
on the map seem to point decisively to a general 
settlement of this plateau. 

Let us note the conveniences of the site for such a 
purpose. First, the cour e of the Arun, here with 
banks steep enough- and in those days water deep 
enough- to make it a useful defence. It encloses 
nearly the whole of the area of the plateau, which it 
makes into a promontory, the open base of which on 
the south-west is about half-a-mile in length. But the 
absence of natural defence along that line is compen-
sated for a little south by a narrow depression of 
marshy ground and a stream, along which runs the 
footpath from Slinfold and the road to Dedisham. 
From this on both sides of the road is a fairly sharp 
rise, mounting on the east to lVIr. \"f./. G. Fladgate's 
house, called "Hill," some 50 feet above its surround-
ings. Taken along the road from south-west to north-
east, the elevations beginning at the marshy ground 
are 83, 97, 103, 92 (just aboYe the camp), and 83 at 
the Arun bridge, where the rise begins again, the 
elevation at the Horsham- Guildford road being 89; 
north of this the hill rises rapidly to 200 and 287 just 
above (south of) the village of Rowhook. On all sides, 
except at "Hill," the ground slopes away down from 
the Roman road. This gentle hill or plateau, in 
relation to the ground immediately north-east and 
south-west is snugly placed. How snug the Roman 

H 
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camp wa on the lower (north) ·ide of it is probably 
best appreciated by :J1r. Fladgate, who e house at 
"Hill," though commanding fine Yie1y , knows in winter 
the everities of the 1\inds from north-east by east, 
or from south-west. Dedisham :\Ianor, situated at 
the extreme south-west of the promontory I haYe 
indicated, is equally protected from the weather; and 
defended by the Arnn and deep moats on the other 
three sides. 

[And here I would like to . peculate, though at 
present conclusive evidence is not obtainable on the 
second point. And first, Dedi ham, like so many 
medieval manors, rose, naturally enough, near the 
Roman road, and in it con truction were used freeh-
the building materials found on the site of the camp. 
Roman brick has been turned up in the gardens. 
Henry Tregoz was its owner in 1271, and as the name 
of Tregoz was among those of "William L's followers, 
it is probable that he a igned the place to one of his 
warriors, who, with equal likelihood, found some 
settlement there on his arrival. Second: the position 
of "Hill," on an eminence descending very steeply to 
the Arun on the north-east, and sharply enough in all 
directions, would have been splendidly adapted for a 
Roman fort. The case is very analogous to that at 
Pulborough, where we have the road, a camp, and a 
fort (Park :\found) dominating both, and possibly also 
at Dorking, where Bury Hill was the fort. Here at 
Slinfold we have exactly the same combination. I 
am told that building material in parts of "Hill'' go 
back to the eleYenth century. ] 

So much for the general surroundings. 
NO\\' we come to the :\Iansio in particular. It is Yery 

surprising that, in spite of the work of the plough 
tru:ough many years, the outline. of vallitm and fossa 
should to so great an extent still be quite clear. The 
western fosse i · the mo. t marked feature to-dav. As 
one sees it, is is a big rounded depression, the 'lowest 
part about 5 feet below the top of the existing vallum; 
measured across the top it would give about 20 feet . 



ALFOLDEAN ROMA~ S1'A1'ION 85 

Its exceptional preservation is probably due to its 
having been used as a road, either by the Romans or 
since. Both the southern and the northern vallum and 
fosse are well marked at the western extremitv, and 
then gradua.lly "peter out" towards the road. The top 
of the vallum shows just a p erceptible elevation above 
the interior. On the east of the road the north vallum 
and fosse no long·;ir exist; I think it probable that its soil 
was used in making up the level of the modern road 
as it approaches the bridge. But on the south, though 
the vallum has been ploughed almost level with its 
surroundings, the line of the fosse is discernible in the 
nature of the soil and the very gentle slope upwards 
from it towards the north. The eastern vallum, 
however, for quite 200 feet, is perfectly plain, and the 
fosse is still represented by the field drainage which 
Tuns underneath and out diagonally into the ditch 
bounding the field on the east. Along this ditch the 
field has been artificially banked up as a protection 
a.gainst the Arun floods, which often cover the lower 
field to the east. It is difficult to get very accurate 
measurements. The best that could be obtained 
resulted thus: along the line of the west fosse, 396 feet; 
the west half of northern fosse, 191 feet; the west half 
of the southern fosse, 178 feet; the line of the south-
east fosse, 200 feet; and on a line under what remains 
of the east vallum, 220 feet; the rest peters out. From 
these measurements I should infer that the camp was 
·exactly square, measuring about 400 feet along each 
of its four fosses, and that the Roman road ran directly 
through the centre. The present road is in places a 
little west of the Roman road; the course of the latter 
is sometimes east of the hedge, where the ploughmen 
.say that there is a strip so stony that they cannot 
"get down." But to this vexed question I will return. 

Within the area of the station the soil is in places 
almost red with remains of Roman brick, tiles, and 
inch-square red tesserae. I had found there at 
different times plenty of fragments of grey and black 
ware, and of "Samian"; pieces of opiis signinilm 
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:flooring; and one coin, a small bronze Tetricus. In the 
Bastern half of the station about 1912, a plough having 
. truck a hard foundation, some feet of a rnd-tessera 
path were laid bare. This was covered in again. 
Beyond this find, and the discovery of a few coins in 
the middle of the nineteenth century, nothing (so far 
as I can find) is recorded of this site. Apparently it 
has never been excavated. Indeed, before 1810 it lay 
quite apart from ordinary observation, though T. 
' Varton (quoted by Dallaway, History of Western 
Sussex, 1819), wrote: "About five years ago (1775), on 
the edge of a lane in the parish of Slynfold ... I saw 
several deep fissures made in the Stane Street. . . . 
The Dorsum, not intended for heavy carriages, consists 
of sea gravel and sea pebbles, abounding on the Sussex 
coast, about 3 feet deep and 7 yards long (i. e. wide). 
These minute materials must have been amassed with 
prodigious labour." P. J. Martin (S.A. Collections, 
XI., 1859) picks up the story for 1809- 10, and writes : 
"The proper line of the causeway had fallen almost 
into a state of nature. . . . The restoration brought 
into notice a Roman station at Aldfoldean Bridge .... 
In approaching the bridge the roadmakers found they 
were passing through a bed of gravel. This is no 
other than a natural bed of drift, rare of it kind." 
Though no regular excavations were made at this time, 
in constructing the road through the camp area the 
workmen found some coins, wall plaster, tiles and 
bricks, and probably, as suggested above, removed the 
north-east part of the vallum to make up the road 
level on both sides of the bridge.1 

With these facts to go on, and with the kind per-
mission and help of Mr. Fladgate, Mr. G. C. Barker of 
Rudgwick, and the trustees of the Duke of Norfolk, and 
the encouragement and monetary assistance of the 
8 .A.S., I decidEd in late September (1922) to dig some 
trenches. After con:mltation with Mr. M. A. J. de 
Lavi'> Trafford, of Thakeham Rous.~, the bc<it plan 

1 I hav~ since, by t alking to the olde t inha bitants, discovered that a Mr. 
Briggs, t hen owner of t he land, did som e sp oradic digging abou t 1840. 
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seemed to be to make T trenches in three places. Two 
of these were in the area of the station, one east, the 
other west of the road; and one higher up on the 
plateau, east of the road. 

In the first (south) trenches outside the camp nothing 
was found except a few pieces of "Samian" (one with 
barbotine foliage pattern on rim), of thin grey ware, 
of coarser pots, and one piece of "nipple" brick; but 
it was obvious that they had been ploughed in, having 
been left about on the surface from heaps of material 
taken off the camp area from time to time to clear the 
ground. I next tried, in the area of the camp, east of 
the road, at a point about midway between the north 
and south l'mits, where I expected to find an official 
building, probably the praetoriitm. A trench of 30 feet 
north-south) and 25 feet from the hedge found a 

solid floor 9 ins. down; it was a good foot thick, and 
composed of red tiles and bricks, lying upon shaped 
irony sandstone labs, of thickness varying from i in. 
to 2 ins. Underneath this floor we found in several 
places traces of decayed (or burnt) wood. On closer 
examination the floor seemed to be the casual debris 
of roofs and walls, which had fallen on some previous 
floor, whether of stone or clay. In and under the 
debris were pieces of several kind of Roman pottery. 
Window glas'l was found. Trenches dug out ea'lt and 
west revealed the same consistent flooring, so that for 
an area of about 30 feet square we had the site of a 
building which had been roofed with red t.iles and had 
had windows. Foundations of walls were not dis-

• covered. 
-i I next probed for the east vallum and interior of the 

station by digging a series of holes across the line 
from the outside inwards. The vallum itself was of 
heavy yellow local clay, but inside was met plenty of 
red brick stuff. In working across the south-east 
corner we came, on the top of the vallum, on to a series 
of stones (strong local sandstone) laid edgewise, with 
big bricks and tiles laid edgewise between; and this 
system was about 5 feet wide. It was either a 
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wall-footing, or more probably, an intravallum road-
way or terrace for the soldier . This was eYentually 
traced all along the east vallum and well round the 
corner to the north-west. But the south-1ve ·t bend 
was not so atisfactorily traced. It sloped down 
through the vallum as if to cross the fosse; but a 
trench dug to find it in a southerly direction at about 
10 feet beyond the fosse produced no results. This 
corner remains at present an unsolved enigma. No 
sign of a gateway ·was found. A long trench dug from 
the south-east corner, in a direction which I thought 
might be the line of the vallum (but which apparently 

. was some feet northward of it), to the modern road, 
produced no result except to make sure that the line 
of the Roman road was not at this point east of the 
present road, unless indeed every stone of the old 
metal was used to make up the modern road. The 
hardness of the soil and the presence of red rubble 
under the road bank seemed to show that the Roman 
and modern roads coincide at this point. 

In probing for the interior of the station inside the 
line of the north vallum (at this point the vallum it ·elf 
no longer exists), we unearthed a path running east 
and west, about 3 ft. wide, and with a distinct camber. 
It was laid on stones, over which was a good thickness 
of pink mortar; and on this again were rough pieces 
of brick and tile and coarse red tesserae, but all 
higgledy-piggledy; fragments of black pottery were 
found in this. Thi.· path was eventually found to 
continue east to the vallum road. 

At the western end of this path, and immediately 
south, we next found, at about 8 ins. down, an un-
disturbed firm floor of ordinary inch-square red tesserre. 
I ts western extremity was 60 feet ea t from the bank 
of the road. It was irregular in shape, and had 
evidently been partly destroyed; its width was 5 ft. 6 ins., 
and length 7 feet . It was laid in mortar, under which 
were stones. To the east of this we found pieces of 
windo•v glass, and shortly after pieces of iron and 
oyster shells. In a little time we were in the midst 
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of a midden or rubbish pit, out of which some pieces 
of "Samian,'' a great deal of broken pottery (coarse 
grey stuff mostly), pieces of glass, oyster, mussel and 
scallop shells, nails, the jaw-bone of an ox, mutton 
bones, and the first coin, a well-preserved fir t bronze 
of Lucius \ T erus, were taken. It now eemed certain 
\Ye -..vere on the site of a dwelling-hou. e, probably an 
officer's (or official's) quarter . An e say trench a little 
south produced the foundations of a wall made of 
stones and red brick.· and tiles. These foundations 
were 28 feet long (east to west) and about 3ft. wide. 

Nothing more could be found. \Vith these rather 
indeterminate results achieved, I turned to 1\'lr. 
Barker 's field on the west ide of the road, and, choosing 
a piece of ground, about 22 feet from the road hedge, 
and at a point about central between north and south. 
I at once ca.me on a floor about 15ins. down, and, a 
good luck would have it, right on the centre of it. 
E-rnntually this was cleared to its apparent limits, 
for 26 feet north and south, and 20 feet east-west. 
This was again a debris floor of tiles, bricks, and stone, 
but no wall-footings could be found. On the suggestion 
of Mr. Bushe Fox, I began to search carefully under 
this foot depth of debris for a clay floor; and found it. 
The original floor was composed of local yellow clay 
rammed very tight and solid for a depth of 4 ins.; and 
to give it a surface red brick dust had evidently been 
scattered over it and trodden well in. · At the northern 
end, just outside the limit of the floor, were about 
3 feet of very black earth, in which was a mass of 
broken coarse pottery, coins, some pieces of terra 
sigillata, many pieces of thumb pots (coarse and fine), 
a great variety of glass (ve sels and windO\\' glazing), 
nails, a knife, and all the kind of thing · usually found 
in rubbish heaps. At the north and south ends of the 
middle of thi floor we found big blocks of stone, two 
deep at the outh end and three deep at the north, 
giYing the appearance of the foundation supports of 
pillar intended to carry a considerable weight. At 
the north end the lowest stone was a complete nether 
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hand-mill stone, 14 ins. in diameter; placed with the 
concave side down; and on it a big block of Petworth1 

marble (winkle stone). On the floor near the east 
side was a hearth, consisting of a big rectangular brick, 
carefully set round with other bricks, which sloped 
away from it. The hearth brick, which had been 
thoroughly burnt, fell to pieces when we tried to lift it. 
A small Sami:;tn cup and a grey ampulla were found 
entire. Altogether I formed the impression that this 
was the site of the inn or canteen. Other finds here 
were two big lumps of calcite, many pigs' teeth, one 
antler of a young deer cut off at the base, many mutton 
bones, a bronze pin, a piece of sheet lead, and two 
whetstones. I could discover no remains of wall 
foundations, though I had the floor trenched thoroughly, 
expecting to find the space divided into two or even 
three compartments. 

To summarise the finds of structures. There were: 
on the west side of the road, the floor of the "canteen" ; 
on the east, the floor of a "praetorium," and path, 
wall-foundations, and tesserafloorof" officer's quarters"; 
and ai:i- intravallum road along the east mound. In 
the many other places I probed I could find no evidence 
of more building sites, and I conclude that a great part 
of the space, unfloored and unroof ed, was used for the 
tents of soldiers or travellers. The space would 
accommodate not more than about four hundred 
soldiers, who in ordinary circumstances would not 
spend more than one night on the spot. I hardly 
expected to find so much. The ravaged site must have 
been open for many years, and all who would helped 
themselves to building materials. One day an enter-
prising farmer decided to level and till, and by spading 
down the valla covered the floors with about a foot of 
soil. 

We now come to the question of the dates within 
which this station was probably occupied, and the 
probable date of the making of the road. Here the 

1 I believe it hRs hitherto been doubtful whether the Romans quarried this 
stone. 
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tendency m the past has been to pres. too hard the 
argiimentilm e:r silentio : e.g. becau e the A.ntonine 
Itinerary (? 210 A.D.) doe. · not mention Stane Street, 
therefore it did not exist. And the fact that the longer 
route from Chichester to London 1.:ia "'inchester and 
Staines ·was early in use, is taken as yet another argu-
ment against the early existence of Stane Street. But 
the silence of the Antonine Itinerarv is not at all con-
clusive, as l\f r. Belloc points out. · It is a whimsical 
document, \Yith many orni. sicns, and may \Yell be an 
account of journeys taken by Hadrian, recording 
individual experionce, and not pretending to give a 
comprehensiYe scheme of roads then existing. It ir:, in-
herently probable that as soon as the south began to be 
settled under Roma.n rule the advantage would be sefl1 
of reaching London from Chichester in fifty odd miles 
rather than in ninety-six. And if it is atgued that 
the Romans had no use for Chichester and Port ·mouth 
harbours till, say, the third century, the reply is, that 
though the main port of entry was Rutnpire, it is 
highly improbable that 150 years after ,Julius Caesar's 
landings, with all the work of Claudiu and Agricola 
in between, such a practical folk as the Romans would 
not have developed the harbours near Vectis, thoroughly 
conquer6d under Claurlius. General historical proba-
bilities in such a case \Yeigh more than chance ab ·cnce of 
mention. It is also difficult to suppose that the 
civilian subjects of king Cogidubnus-Bibroci or Regni, 
or by whatever name they went-had no fairly direct 
\vay across the Y\Teald to the Thames and London, 
for all its supposed difficulties. To me it seems more 
probable than not that there "·as early in the first 
centurv a track of sorts on the line of Stane , 'treet, and 
that tl;e Romans at first used it, as they found it, as a 
military and general route . The)· may even have 
established halting station. · on this route, and later, 
aradually turned it into a hard road, beginning at the 
. outhern end; and I cannot see that it isles probable 
that this should be done in the first century than in 
the fourth . The archceologist · of the i1ineteenth 
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century as ·urned, without evidence, that Stane Street 
was not made until the time of Honorius and Arcadius, 
and that soon after the road was made the Roman>; 
abandoned Britain. Even Mr. Belloc, who, cautiously 
allowing wide limits, puts the construction between 100 
and 400 A.D., conjectures very vaguely that "Stane 
Street belongs more probably to the later than the 
earlier part of those centuries of Roman rule." Almost 
'lvith equal vagueness, P . J. Iartin (S.A.C., XL) 
inclines to the opposite vie>Y. "There is good reason 
for believing that it was as early as any of the grea-b 
viae of the south part of our island-as early at least 
as the establishment of the Romano-Brit:sh Kingdom 
of the Regni. The villa at Bignor, we are told, i of 
the age of Titus, and it is most probable that when it 
·was built the road was already in existence." The 
cogency of the last sentence is not obvious; for it is 
Yery probable that there was a British road under the 
north escarpment of the South Downs, and close to 
this road this palatial residence, representing Roman 
rule. was built. The Dunctcn villa three milt's awav to 
the 'west presupposes the same read. If it wa,s con -
nected with the coast by a practicable track across the 
Downs by Halnaker, so much to the good. This being 
the state of conjecture to date, what eYidence is offered 
by tho finds at Alfoldean? 

The archc::eological evidence is twofold, from pottery 
and from coins. First, the pottery. ·while other 
kinds of pottery, such as Castor and New Forest, or the 
various types of Romano-British, may not be decisive, 
and might point to any date after 250 A.D., the 
"Samian" science, as the result of the investigations of 
many experts, culminating in Dechelette, is now an 
exact science. I was lucky enough to find four 
"San1ian" potters' n1arks: 1. Banuus, 2 . Lutaeus, 
3. l\Iacrinns, and 4 ... (Cal)etus . . ., and 5. an nnrnarkecl 
piece of terra sigillata. In the interpretation of 1, 2 
and 5 I had the expert help of JY.IJ: . M. A. de Lavis 
Trafford, of Coolham, who has handled, in excavations 
in France, "Samian" in exceptionally large quantities. 
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No. 1: Banuus, a Lezoux potter, worked between 
117 and 161 A.D. The quality of the workmanship 
puts this piece probably between 120 and 1±0. I will 
.assume the later date, and allow twent~r years (a 
generous allowance) for the life of such a pot; and I 
get 160 A.D. as the date of the throwing away of this 
fragment of Alfoldean. No. 5: This piece, also from 
Lezoux, was made early in the third Lezonx period, 

-~of:./nches -
fl 0 1 z .'.l 

Rc;. 1•2.J 

Lezoux fragment of z.i 7 (No 5). 

probably in the middle of the second century. Allowing 
it twenty years of life, it was thrown away 170 A.D. 
No. 2: Lutaeus was a Rheinzabern potter, 130- 170 A.D. 
Give it a latish date, 160, and 20 years; so we get 180 
as the date of throwing into the pit. Assuming, then, 
comparatively late dates, these three pieces were 
scrapped between 160 and 180; and any one of the 
three could quite well have been thrown away by 
150 A.D. No. 3: (M)acrinus, fragment of base, l\J 
broken off. Dechelette gives l\facrinus as a potter of 
La Graufesenque, of the first half of the .·econd 
century. The Newstead report places him in the 
Antonine period. He may have worked also at 
Lezoux, and has been found at Rheinzabern, ·where 
there was a colony of potters from Lezoux. and at 
Wroxeter (see Bushe Fox, 'i\Troxeter report for 1912, 
p. 55). This piece may have been deposited quite as 
early as any one of the other three. A "Sarnian ., cup 
of form 33, and the base of this form stamped 
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(Cal)ctus (above), fixes this date still further, as 
this form came into lise before the end of the first 
and continued to the end of the second centurv. The 
cup \rith doubly CLlrYed side, La Graufesenque,£orm 27, 
of which I found a pecimen ection, was entirely 
superseded by about 150. ::.\Ir. Reginald Smith a. ·signs 
fiye other pieces of "8amian ., to the middle of the 
second century. One is a roulette-marked (interior) 
ba e of a big n'ssel, another a half of base of a 
rnortarium, a third a piece of form 31. and a fourth of 
form 37. Finally, he assigns a piece of dark grey 
rough-cast ware '>'·ith star- haped bo ses to the first 
century. 

The Coins. The state of preservation of a coin is 
obYiou. ly an important factor for dating purposes. 
Coins found were all bronze : 1 Vespasian, 69-79; 
1 Trajan, 98- 117 (?Hadrian); 1 H adrian, 117- 138; 
1 H adrian, 13-±- 138; 2 Faustina I., 1-±1 q.; 1 Lucius 
Verus, 161- 169 ; 1 Constantine I., 320- 32-±; 1 minimus 
of fourth century (based on a coin of Tetricus). The 
range of the 9 coins is 69 A.D . to an uncertain date 
early in the fourth century, fiye (? six) of them being 
struck bet \Yeen 117 and 169. The onh· one in really 
good preserYation is that of Lucius Yerus. Give it a 
medial date for striking, and 25 years before loss, and 
we arriYe at 190. The other coins had suffered rough 
u age, probably by fire, but \Yere not worn thin. [I 
am indebted to .Jir. G. F . Hill and ::.\Ir . .Jiattingley of 
the British :Jiuseum, for the identification of coins.] 

The coin eYidence seems to show probable occupation 
of this . tation between say 100 and 350 A.D., and the 
coin and pottery e\-idence together seem. to point to 
occupation certainly as early as 150 A.D. (this 
allows a good 70 year. ' wear for t-he Yespasian coin 
before it was deposited). If the station, probably also 
(though not of absolute necessity) Stane Street was in 
full use at least as early as the middle of the ~econd 
century. 

\Yhile I am \Hiting, Yaluable e,-iclence comes to 
hand from :Jierton in Surrey, another station on Stane 
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Street, in the shape of 9 coins (8 copper, and one silver 
denarius of Septimius Severus). The date range 
coincides remarkably with that of the Alfoldean coins. 
Six of the Merton coins were struck between 69 and 
180 A.D., three, it is true, being probable identifications. 
They are 1 Vesparian (prob. 78), 1 ? Domitian (81- 96), 
1 Trajan (98- 117), 1 ? Trajan, 1 Antoninus Pius 
(138- 161), 1 ? Marcus Aurelius. (161- 180), 1 Septimius 
Severus (198) , 1 Allectus, emperor in Britain (293- 296), 
and 1 Crispus, eldest son of Constantius I. ( c. 320- 324). 
These were submitted to me by the finder, and 
identified at the British Museum. It would be safe to 
infer from these that the Merton Roman station was 
occupied at least between 100 and 350 A.D. This 
coincidence is remarkable, and a valuable datum for 
dating t he occupation of the stations on Stane Street. 

lt has been s uggest ed that the name of this station 
'vas Clavimo. James Puttock, writing in the Gentle-
man's .Magazine, 18-H, says that the anonymous 
Geographer of Ravenna (early 7th century ) in his 
catalogue of stations 011 roads, gives for Stane Street, 
starting from London, Canca (? E'.1 ell), Dolcindo 
(? Dorki11g), Clavimo (? .Alfoldean), and Bolvelaunio 
(? Hardham). But this is pure assumption. The 
name given by Ravennas are arrang;ed in no order. 
These stations may have heen on St ane Street, bnt at 
present there is no evidence. "Clavimo " may be 
represented by the modern hamlet of Clemsfold, 
half-a-mile to the East of Alfoldean. 

A few words on the relation of the present to the 
Roman road. The present road is too full of curves 
to represent consistently the Roman road, and the 
westerly swerve it adopts to cross the modern bridge is 
obviously out of the line. An alignment between the 
road in Roman Woods and the general course of the 
road on the camp plateau would bring the Roman road 
a little to the east of the bridge. For several reasons 
it is important to find the exact course of the Roman 
road; and for this purpose I had trenches dug, two in 
the camp area, one on each side, right up to the road 
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bank; and one about 100 yards south on the east side. 
But in no case could 1rn find Roman road material. I 
draw the conclusion that, either, the present road 
coincides at these points with the Roman road, or that 
the metal mentioned by vYarton (above) was removed 
from its line and put into the modern road a few feet 
to the west. A little south, nearer Park Street, the -
ploughmen report there is a good deal of it left on the 
east side of the present road, and this material-quite 
foreign to its surrounding -I have seen lying about 
plentifully enough in this and other places. The three 
main elements of it I have had identified (through the 
courtesy of 1\1r. H enry Dewey, of the Geological Survey, 
;, ermyn Street) as chert, flint and sea pebbles. "The 
chert," he says, "occurs in the Hythe beds of the lower 
greensand formation, and could easily have been found, 
as yon sugge t, in the country between Petworth and 
Pulborough. The flint has been long exposed on the 
urface, and bears the pati'na characteristic of Eolithic 

implements. It " ·as probably picked up by the 
Roman road-maker from the surface of the Downs, 
where similar flints occur locally in great quantities." 
I found a great many flints of various sizes in the area 
of the station. The chert, which al o I found there, 
is a very compact hea1·y and hard stone, brown, ·with a 
well-marked glaze. 

I found no signs of pre-Roman occupation; no 
Roman lamp , no militar~' weapon" no hypocaust. 
Thi failure to find anything military (except, prob-
ably, one catapult ball) causes me to doubt whether 
the general assumption that this was a purely military 
road i · not a false one. Of all the numerous tiles 
and bricks I have examined closely there is not one that 
sho1vs any military marking; there was no sign of 
weapons or armour. -:.\Iy doubts increase when I 
remember that at the Hardham station (similar in 
size to this), examined by Boyd Dawkins in 18G3, 
and since by }fr. Garra\\·ay Rice, when the Petworth 
line was being constructed, not a single military find 
was recorded. On what evidence the military character 
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of Stane Street is based T have been unaLle to discover. 
Miss 1\1. V. Taylor, late secretary to Professor Haver-
field, informs me that she knows of no "camps" 
found in south England apart from the Saxon shore 
forts; if the Alfoldean station was a "camp," it was 
probably occupied for a short time, and t emporarily, 
-in the early years of the Conquest. On the other hand 
(she suggests) there are many rectangular towns, 
villages, or posting stations, e.g. Irchester, Towceste.r in 
Northants, Caister by Norwich, and probably Leicester, 
Rochester, and Caerwent.. Snch intra-vallum roads as I 
found are found round the walls of to-wns. On the whole 
I am inclined to think, pending further evidence, that 
Roman soldiers may first have improved an old track, 
and even have made and occupied stations on Stane 
Street. [At Hardham, apparently, they made use of a 
previously existing Celtic settlement. J But by the 
end of the first century, when Londinium was already 
an important centre of commerce, and very few soliders 
would need to be marching between Chichester and 
London, Stane Street was in general use for purposes of 
commerce, and the station on it were posting stations 
(perhaps mildly protected) where civilians and soldiers 
equally could get food and a bed. 

FINDS. 

Objects found may be classified thus: 
111 ineral. Ironstone ballista ball, diam. 2! ins. 

Lower mill-stone of hard greyish conglomerate, with 
socket-hole ~- in. deep for iron swivel; depth of stone, 
2 ins. ; under side concave; grinding surface striated. 
Piece of whetstone, marked with letter M. Curved 
end of a hone. Two big lumps of calcite.2 Coins as 
above. Bronze : double spring of fibula, 1 -@- ins. long; 
pin, 1-! ins. long, with round head; thin circular orna-
ment, t in. diameter , stamped , with a tab on one 

2 D r. G. Friend suggest~ t ha t the cn lcite is due to the presence of cnrb.on, 
which , trnder clay, act ed upon by t he infiltrnti on of water , se t up Cl'ystnll1sa-
t ion . Mr. Thomas :\fay t hinks calc ite was used in t he m anufacture of p ottery . 
Pottery m ay have been m ade a t t his st a ti on , but at present no traces of a kiln 
h ave been found. 



ROMAN OB JECTS . FOUND AT ALFOLDEAN OCT191.2. 

H. A.R . 

J>1,A'l'F. VI. (iJGrcy ampu lla, lOin. high ; ( ii) "Sa1uian " cup, forru33; (iii )IronstonecaLa-
pulL I.mil, diameLer 2~ ins.; (iv) fron knife, 7~ ins . Jong ; (v) Flanged rnof tile, 14 by 12~ in s. 

(vi) Base of Lutaeus bowl, form i:l7; (vii) Mill ;;tone, 14 ins. across convex surface. 
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side (? part of fibula) . Lead: a brace for holding some 
object together, painted buff, with 4 arms, It by 1 !ins.; 
piece of rim of a vessel, 2! ins. long, 1 in. deep; piece 
of sheet lead, 6 by 4 ins., perforated in two places for 
square nails; triangular top piece of a leaden ornament. 
Iron: pot handle, meat hook, many flat-headed nails 
(one St ins. long); piece of ( ?) a bit (frenum lupatum), 
6t ins. long; semi-circular piece, like heel of boot; 
several pieces with knobs of indeterminate shape; 
knife, 7 t ins. long, blade 4 ins., haft 3t ins. 

Animal. Small antler of young deer, 4! ins. long, 
cut off clean at base. Oyster, mussel, scallop shells. 
Many pigs' teeth. Ox jaw-hone with teeth, mutton 
bones. 

Pottery.3 Samian: Potters' marks as above; the 
Lutaeus fragment measures 4 ins. across the circular 
base, and belonged to a big vessel, with walls over ! in. 
thick. Small cup-shaped vase, 2! ins. high, 3t ins. across 
top, 1 i ins. across circular base; form 33. Big piece of 
circular base of mortarium, 3! ins. across circular base. 
Two small pieces with rivet holes. Piece with band 
of rosettes, 1 t ins. above base, 3! ins. across circular 
base. Piece of rim with barbotine ivy leaf. Piece 
with ovolo band and tongue asymmetrical. Many 
pieces of unornamented vessels of various shapes ; one 
with broad curved rim; rims of 2 paterae. Most of 
these are of good glaze and paste. New Forest: 
Several fragments of thumb pots. One piece of rim 
of big vessel of brownish glaze, with flat rim nearly 
black, 1 in. wide. This is third century ware. Castor 
ware, en barbotine. Many fragments of delicate and 
coarser thumb pots, some with blackish-grey glaze. 
This represents the latter half of the third century. 
Various : Rim of big buff amphora, 8 ins. across top, 
and of dark grey vessel of same size. Thin red ware of 
black glaze. Handle of light buff ·ware with part of 
ring through it. Buff ornament broken off from 
a jar, consisting of four curls and part of an ea.r. 

3 This is an ad inter im report. A more detailed report on the pottery will 
appear in the next volume of the S .A.0 . 
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Cup-shaped top of a candle-stick ( ?), 2~- ins. acros. top, 
broken off from a pedestal. Buff spout. Grey ware 
" -ith horizontal incised lines. Ornamented part of 
rim of buff mortarium. Coarse dark grey unglazed 
ware ·with star-shaped bosses in quincuncem (first 
century). A complete grey arnpulla, 10 ins. high. 

Glass. ::\Iuch light green and duller green windo"' 
glass, clear on one side, dull the other, with bubbles 
and indentations, seYeral pieces with rounded edge for 
frame; two pieces 'IYith acute-angled rim. Part of 
indented base of Ye sel, iridescent. Bright green glass 
handle, and boss of base. Piece of dark blue base of 
dish ornamented 'IYith rosettes inside rim. Base of 
vessel 'IYith part of side inclined out" .. ard at 25 degrees, 
iridescent. SeYeral large fragments of thin green 
flask shaped like the body of a chianti flask. ·\Vhite 
glass, fragments of delicate rimmed , .. essel, and base 
of Yessel with two concentric circles. 

Bitilding J.11 aterials . Tesser::e; ordinary 1 in. red 
brick; tin. limestone " -ith black polished urface. 
Flanged roof tile·, -n·ith flanges socketed (one 14 by 
12 !in., 1 ~ in. thick, and flange 1 i ins. ; marked with 
the foot of a bird, another marked with a dog's foot). 
Rammed yello1Y clay, ± inR. deep, for flooring, with red 
surface (? red brick dust), "Xipple" bricks. Keyed 
Vi'all-brick with pink mortar (!in. thick) adhering. 

[N.B.- Of further excaYation of this site made in 
April, 1923, a foll report " .. ill appear in the next 1~olume 
of S.A.C.] 



NOTES CONCERNING THE 
BO\VYER FAMILY. 

BY PERCY A. BO\¥YER. 

THE following notes have been transcribed from 
photographs, in my possession, of entries made at 
various dates on six fly-leaves of a very old Wyclif 
Bible that once belonged to the Bowyer family 
of Sussex :-

FLYLEAF No. 1. 

THE l\IANUSCRIPTS OF Sm ALEXA~DER AcLAND Hoon, BART., 
AT ST. AUDRIES, SOMERSET. 

Among these is a very fine and perfect copy of \\'icliff's translation 
of the Bible. 

Folio vellum. C. 1400. Wicliffs translation of the Bible. 
This copy was consulted by the Editors of the edition of 1850, and 
is No. 154 of those mentioned in the account of l\ISS . consulted. On 
the fly-leaves are some curious entries of the pedigrees of }fery, of 
Hatfield [Herts.J , and BmYyer, of Petworth [Sussex] , through 
which families the Yolume passed to Lady i\Iary, Countess of Derby, 
by whom it was left to her nearest re lation, Elizabeth, wife of 
Thomas Palmer, i\I.P., of Fairfield [Somerset] , about A.D. 1720. 
Also a note of the way in which this copy of the Bible was preserved. 

[NoTE.-The above is part of the printed page of the 6th Report 
of the Royal Commission on Historical l\I S. Part I. , page 344, 
pasted on flyleaf in the Bible.] 

FLYLEAF Ko. '2 
[PEDIGREE OF l\IERY] 

Joane the daughter of Robert l\Iery \Yas brought up by her Uncle 
Wyllyam l\Iery grocer of London in whose house the true relygion 
of the Ghospell of our Saviour Je. us Christ was zealously professed 
aJ.1d the sayd Joane therein instructed & trayned in her youthe 
& was maryed to Thomas Bowyer citizen & grocer of London the 
5th day of June Ao. Dni. 1531 By whome the sayd Thomas Bowyer 
had this Boke a singuler jewell of antiquite & carefully preserved 
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in the daunge1 cus tyme of Quene :\Iary & l1y her left to Thomas 
Bo\l'yer her sonne whoe by the Grace of _-\.!mighty Goel by whome 
he hath all that he hath clothe meane to kepe & lea Ye the same a a 
perpetnall monument & hejTlome to him & his heire:; unto the 
\vorlde·s ende ·with the :\Ianori' of R oughton & Xnrthmundham 
whiL:h hi:; father left him 

Si ita sit rnlunta.s Dei 
penes quem non e.st 
imposibile. J one X o1cell. 

(• 'ie:nature.~) T. Bowyer Richard Bowyer* 

FLYLEAF X o. 3. 
[PEDIGREE OF Bmn:ER] 

Wylliam Bowyer Clerck of the Sessions '-ms mutch preferred by 
:71Iorton Byshop of Ely & after _-\.rchbyshop of Caunterbury & by two 
Henryes Earles of Xorthumberland grandfather & father to hym 
that sokle Petworthe to Kynge Henry the YIII & was their 
under. tewarcl of P et\Yorthe under Edmund Dudley in the tYme of 
Kynge Henry the \~II The said \rillm Bowyer. placed Thomas 
Bowyer his eldestsonne ''ith the same Edmund Dudley to betrayned 
up tmrnrd the ]awe But the saycl Thomas Bm'-·.rnr ha,ing . ome 
lack of the lat.rn tongue for his helpe t o"·ard the la \Ye Jyked rather 
to be a marchaunt & bouncle hymselfe apprent~·ce to [b lank] Curle 
of London grocer & being a free man & grccer of London beganne 
with a smalle stock & fyTSt maryed one J one the daughter of Edward 
Lam (or Lonnn & by her had three sonnes which 3 sonnes dyed all 
before their mother. At the beginning he kept a retayling ~ hoppe 
& after entered into great trade of marchaunclise which God 
prosperred that he grew to great welth & having rnarryed Joane his 
seconde \y~·fe was grown to that estimation creaditt & \rnlth in 
London that he was in election to be . .\lderman but by great traYell 
& friendship he aYoi::led the same. After whych tyme God ,1-hoe had 
before sent hym that welth permyttecl the same to decay agayne 
so that in twoe yeres space he lost by sea above £3:200 for a punish· 
ment a he would often ay for refusing of that calling which God 
bad made him. able to beare. And therew:ithall ben1" somewhat 
djscouraged to continue sutch great occupying as he 'before used of 
sutch welth as had left he purcha ed the manor. of Ronghton & 
Northrnundham which he left to Thomas Bowyer of the }fiddle 
Temple his sonne & he.rr "ith charge to continue the study & pro-
fession of the ]awe, whoe for as mutch a. God hath gy,·en him grace 
with sutch obedience to his father to folio ''" the same & calling to 
mynde God 's great grace untohym that he enjoyeth the same}Ianours 

• The signature of Richard Bowyer is that of the writer of the note. That 
of T. Bowyer is an addition; and the passage in italics, with the signature 
of Joan Nowell, is still later. 



I 

I 
J ohn :\len' 

of X orthall se'n ·ant 
to Kin a H en n · the \ ' ll tlo 
& afte;: to Ki1;g H enery 
the YIIIth & at the last 
one of the Clerc ks of 

his Grene Cl0th 

I 
I I I 

Anthon,\· Franci~ J ohn Jane man·ed 
t o Thomas BaC'on 

FLYLEAF No. 2. 

Thomas Men• of H atfield I . 

I 

I 
Hobert ;\J e ry 

I 
Elizabet h the wifc> 
of Thomas X orto11 

somet-·me of London 
l!rocer & after of 1'harp-

enhoo in the Countie 
of Bedford 

I 

I 
\\'ylJiarn i\le rv 

Grocer of London 
had no issue but 

brought up ,·ery carefu lly 
Joane the \Y\·fe of 

Thomas Bowre1'. & gave 
with he r in rnar~-a~e 

to the saycl Th omas B owyer· 
Ye. m a rks 

I 

I 
J·oan the wdo 

of Thomas Bowyer 
C'it izen & grocer of 

London 

I 
Thomas X orton Thomas Bowyp1· 

of the :\Iyclle T f.rnp le 
R ychard Bowyer J oanc> Bowyer 

marycd to George 
Cassy, and a fte r to 

Thomas Nowell 

th(' honestest & fayth -
fulest & loYingest 
subject in England 

to our g ratious Quent> 
& , 'overaigne Lady 

Elizabeth 
Teste se ipsa 

2° F eb. A0 ~() 

Apprrtice 

*Thomam 
benedicrtl Deus 

opt. Jla:r. 

I 
I 

Robp1·t Cassy 
of ye :\1ydle Temple 

• 'l'br wortl' in italie::. IU\YC l•t-en aUUe<l. prohabl\ by ,fo:::m N'owell. There b n.l~o an entry, l'Onneete<l witll the l~<st b.v a line, referring to 
Jane. sister of Thomas.. but so faint as to l>e almo ... t illegible:-(! Cui rrdd•) Janam. 



I 
Jhon Bowyer 

I 

I 
_!_ 

I 

FLYLEAF No. 3. 
Rychard Bowyer = Joane Gunter 

of Petworth 
I 

\\'i!h·am BO\n'el' 

Rychard Bowyer \Villm BO\,·yer 

Clerck of the Sessions 
man·ed Elizabeth 

daughter ::if \Yillm. Tredcroft 
of Belingshurst 

I I 
I I I I I 

Jhon \\'i!lm Rychard Anthony Roger 
I I 

I 
Jhon 

I 
I 

Ry chard 
I 

Phillip 
I 
I 

(Name caught in the binding 
query Thomas] 

I 
Thomas of the ~Iydle 

Temple Apprentice 
in Lawe 

L 
I 

Thomas natus 
28 Nov. 1586 et -1° 
Decembr. seq . bap-
tizat, 29 Eliz. R. 

I 
Rychard 

I 
Jana nata 

" B. 24 Nov. 1588 
.n Eliz. R. 

I 
Thomas Bowyer 
of London grncer 

- 1 
.Joane th e 

wyfe of George 
Ca8sy 

5 sonnes 5 daughters 

I 
Robert of 

Chichester 
marchaunt 

I 
Robert 

I 

I 
.Jhon of 
Pet"·orth 

I 
\\'illm. Bo,Yver 

I " 
< :race the wYfe of 

Robert Ba~lger 

I 
Frances of London 

Alderman 

I 
I 

1 daughters Willm. Rob~rt Fr. 

I 
Edmund of 

London, grocer 
sine exitu 

I 
& rlivers others 

I - 1-1 1 
.Jhon 3 daughters 

N.B.-rhe entrie'> in it::ilic:; are h t::! r e'-lition:;, prob n. bly by Joau NowelJ. * Three or four worJ.-.. whh~h appear to be cum patre Trin ato. 
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which in tyrnes past were in the possession of the nomy ·hers of 
superstition & ignorance And lyYeth in this most happy raigne 
of Good Queene li;lizabeth doth veryly by God 's grace purpose to 
kepe thi bolze which in t hose superstitious tymes was kept in 
huggremuggre & nmY in this most happy tyme of the light of God ·s 
truthe so enjoyed by the fulness of God·s grace to leaYe the same 
with the same Manors to his heyrs as a perpetual! monument of the 
blessing of Goel to him & them. (Signature) T. Bowyer. 

FLYLEAF No. 4. 
All honor la ud & glory be to Almighty God for his infinyte 

Benefitts so poured on me most vile & wretchyecl sinner fyrst in 
that his goodness shewf'd to my aunce.tors of which the ancyentest 
yet that at any time I coulrl heare of was Raffo Bowyer or ell s 
Thomas Bowyer, who eyther was brother or sonne of Rafie 
Bowyer, who as by some circumstances I gather was or they 
boathe 'mm sonnes or sonne of one [blank] Bowyer of Staffordshyre 
who in the tyme of Kynge Richard the sE:cond ly,-ecl in Stafford-
shyre & had eleYen sonnes. Of the which that Raf'fe "·as ret.ayning 
to H em·y Earl of Northumberland when Sir Henry Percy his sonne 
called Sir Henry Whotspurre was slaine in the Confederacy for 
Kynge R ychard in the tyme of Kynge H enery the iiijth. And 
in that Kynge's tyme came to Petworth. Whither R1tffe dyed 
wytbout issue & had Thomas to succeed him as his brother & 
heir or otherwvse or whither Thomas were his sonne & heire I know 
not the certein.tie But that there were two suche first Raffe & t hen 
Thomas in the tyme of H enry the iiijth & vth & in the beginning 
of Henry the sixt I fincle by Court Roll · of Petworth which I 
have sene of the Earle of Northumberlancles. And furder that 
Thomas had issue Rycharcl Bowyer which Rychard " ·as father 
of John & of William my Grandfather whome my father by his owne 
handwryting calleth Clerk of the SesRions, which Office now called 
Clarck of the Peace, he long enjoyed & herein I note the great good-
ness & providence of God That the sayd Raffo Thomas and Rychard 
comming of the yo unger stock of the saycl Bowyer of Stafford-
shyre he hath so gratiously of his infynitc gooclne ·s & mercy provided 
for me that William Bowyer my Grandfather being the younger 
sonne of Rychard was brought up in his youthe in lernyng & 
toward the Lawe And by _preferment of Moreton Rometyme Byshop 
of Ely & after Archbyshop of Canterbury & Henry Earle of 
Northumberland that lyverl in Anno 1 Henry the vijth & Edmund 
Dudley his especial! favourer he Jyved in some creaditt in Sussex 
& by the space almo t of fifty yeres continued in the Office of 
Clerck of the Sessions now called Clerck of the Peace, ·whose sonne & 
heir Thomas Bowyer became a Citizen of London to whome God 
sent me Thomas Bowyer of the Myclclle Temple to be his heir and 
eldest. sonne he left by Joane his second wyfe from whome by God's 
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great & infinyte goodness I enjoy at this present xxviijth yere of the 
Reigne Quene Elizabeth the manors of Roughton & Xorthmundham 
in Sussex & cliwrs other lands in tbe same Countie " 'hi ch bv God· .~ 
grace my mynde & wyll is to leaYe to sutch issues as shall ~ome of 
the body of the sayd Thomas & for default of sutch issue to the heirs 
of Frances Bowyer the 8onne of Robert Bm1-yer brother of the saycl 
Thomas whome before the marriage of my mother after the death 
of his brn sonnes buried in the place called Paradise in Chichester 
& aJwayes since in his lyfe tyme he my saycl father accompted & 
held as cleare to hym as his omie child, And that this my wyll & 
minde may remain constant & immutable I hartely praye the 
Almighty Goel to seml a Jonge prosperous & happy lyfe & Raigne 
to our good Quene Elizabeth & send us all grace that we may all 
lyYe in his feare as good & de"·tifull subji>cts to our sayd gratious 
Soveraigne Lady & Quene And all dye before the sor01vful dayes 
of England shall come yf Goel should take her from us before the 
encl of the " ·orlde. And that yf for our synnes he shorten her dayes 
as he clyd the dayes of good Kynge Edward that yet he wyll graunt 
me the grace to dye at her feet before her & that at the ende of a ll 
thynges \\·hych is at hande \Ye may joyfully ryse agayne to ly:f e 
eYerJasting 11ith perpetual! joy & felycyte. Amen. Amen . 

(Signature) T. Bowyer. 

This translation of the Bible " ·hich by tradition is regarded to 
ha,·e been \Yicklifie"s mrn booke seems by the \\Titing & English 
to haYe been written in the begi1ming of the reign of Henry 4 it 
was in the time of Ed1rnrd the 4 in the possession of Richard l\Iery 
of H a tfeild & from him descended to his grandda ughter Joan 
marryed to Thomas Bow~·er, whose se1·eral descendants (as appears 
by the m emorial<; by themsefres herein wTitten) kept it till the 
beginning of K. James ye firsts reign whether of purcha e or 
gift I cannot tell but on the decay of that family of Bowyer it was 
their neighbours Sir John '.\Iorley of Hah-enakecl in Sussex my Yer.v 
great grandfather, the grandchild & heiress general of \\·hich Sir 
John :.\Iorley 

(contilniied on FLYLEAF Xo. 5). 
the present Countess of Derby gaYe it to my ,,ife her nighest 

relation t<J be by her kept & transmitted as an H eirloom & remem-
brance of the great friendship & kindness she has always horn her. 

(Signa ture) J. P a lmer. 
Fairfield September 2.'5. 

1723. 
FLYLEAF Xo. 6. 

This Bible T found in my clear Father Sir \'rill :Jiorley's Studdy 
wch Book I beliew was his great Grandfather·,, Jir. J. :Jiorley. 

(Signature) :JI. Derby. 
1713. 



THE STORY OF THE OLD 
GUNPOWDER vVORKS AT BATTLE. 

BY HERBERT BLACKl\IAN. 

THE interesting pages of the Memoirs of Lady Dorothy 
Neville afford us fleeting and pleasant glimpses of many 
of the old industries of Sussex which have passed away, 
of iron works, foundries, glass-works and potteries, 
dmvn through many useful and forgotten arts and 
crafts to the manufacture of "Gospel Ships," which 
carried messages of faith to distant seas and over un-
known waters. 

The story of these enterprises have been told in 
various forms, but one extinct industry has had the 
distinction of inspiring the sprightly fancy of our most 
fanciful and jesting poet, and yet appears to have been 
"\Yithout its historian. 

It may reasonably be surmised that Tom Hood found 
his way to Battle, for between the lines of his whimsical 
account of a "blow up" we can discern the keenness of 
the eye-witness, there is the characteristic streak of 
extravagance, but there is, too, the characteristic 
streak of knowledge; and we conclude the poet knew 
the Powder Mills at Battle, and drew his information 
from some observant friend while visiting Battle. 

Strangely, the old industry which interested this 
famous poet does not appear to have appealed to any 
serious historian or moved any student to compile its 
fascinating story; we regard this as a serious omission, 
a blank in the voluminous history of life and work in 
the Sussex of yesterday. 

Although a period of less than fifty years has passed 
since work ceased at these old Gunpowder Works, the 
traces of the industry are rapidly disappearing; very 



l'rom the l lnlna.JU·p ..... nn-ey .\l ap. 1..,,14. with the 
~tn.·r iou of the l 'ont roller of 11 . .\I. ~tat io•1er:1 Utlke. 

SITE OF BATTLE G t.: :\PO\\"DER ::\IILLS. 

W. JTPtfpr & :-- on"' Lt<.l., 
t -,unhritlµC'. 

Thi;; shew · a section of the Ordnance SmTe~· of rn7.!, in \Yhit.:b is shewn 
the '· Fal'tbing. " "House, .. ·· Pepper·in ·e .1·e ," and "Brook , . ::'llills , a close 
inspection she,1·s several of th e buildings dotted about by the l•Onds and in 
the surrounding ,,·oocls. 

The upper part of view is in Battle Pal'ish running up nearly to the 
Abbey. The lower part beyond the cbtted lines i in Catsfleld parish. 



GUNPOWDER ''rORKS AT BATTLE 111 

few of the buildings remain, and the site is fast losing 
traces of the activity that once marked it. 

For these reasons we have been moved (with diffi-
dence) to step into the breach we had wi~hed a worthier 
historian to have filled; it is our sincere hope that by 
giving the facts in the form they take in the following 
pages we shall help to preserve the story of one of the 
most important vanished industries of the county. 

We have been fortuna,te in our sources of information, 
as in addition to our own observation and recollection 
of the workings, the ledgers of the writer's father and 
grandfather, who were builders acting in connection 
with the works, have yielded some useful matter; Lady 
Westland, a great grand-daughter of a former pro-
prietor of the works, has given us many valuable notes; 
we have had the highly informative assistance of Mr. 
Alfred Blackman, J.P., and, finally, we have been able 
to draw on the wonderful memory of Mr. James Morgan, 
the last survivor of the works, " ·ho died in 1922, in his 
lOOth year. 

Two centuries are spanned by the tory of the manu-
facture of gunpowder at Battle, and it therefore follows 
that the mill were of use to the country in some of the 
most famous victories in its history. We get the first 
mention of the industry as far back as 1676, and the 
closing reference as recently as 1874; between these two 
dates the rise, progress and ending of the works is 
embraced. 

To clearly comprehend the historical allusions it is 
necessary that we should first describe the site of the 
old works; they were situated on the banks of the little 
stream known as the "Ast en," which rises on high 
ground about two miles west of Battle Abbey, and 
flows in a south-easterly direction through what was 
the Great Park of the Abbot of Battle Abbey, and by 
way of the Crowhurst valley and the Bulverhythe flats 
into the English Channel at St. Leonards. 

This was a very useful and hard working stream, for 
it had the series of five gunpowder ·works clustered 
about its banks: the Farthing Mills were the first of 
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these, and stood by a mill-pond of some five or six 
acres in extent; about half-a-mile down the stream was 
situated the " House" or powder mills proper, with a 
pond of about twelve acres; the " House" was the 
largest establishment of the series, and included the 
proprietor's residence and several of the more im-
portant works for the various processes in the manu-
facture of gunpowder, while many other isolated 
powder buildings were dotted about in the extensive 
woods adjoining; farther do,vn the stream was another 
large pond and mill known locally by the quaint name 
of "Pepper-in-eye." Lower Pepper-in-eye was the 
fourth of the series, which was completed by the mills 
at Crowhurst, some two miles farther down the stream. 
In earlier times another mill was served by a small 
tributary stream from the direction of the Abbey; this 
site can still be traced by the mound of earth which 
formed the darn of the mill-pond. 

The whole site is one of beauty, and it would be 
difficult for the visitor to the "Farthing" or "House" 
ponds (which remain, and are justly regarded as 
"beauty spots") to imagine that once upon a time the 
tide of industry touched the land and disturbed those 
sh .mmering waters, and that hardy sons of the county 
brought their ingenuity and strength to the makina of 
munitions of war here; vet so it is, and has been since 
John Hammond first obtained his grnnt, which conces-
sion forms the first record \Ye have of the industry. 

In the original charters and muniments of Battle 
Ab bey we find the following entry :-

" Franci , Viscount :\Iontague, Lease for twenty-one years to 
John Hammond, of Battle , of the four parcels of brook.land and 
upland, called Peperengeye Lands. in Battle, with permi ion to 
erect a Powder :\Iill, etc., dated XoYember 11th, 1676.·· 

It is eYident that neither side had any reason to 
repent of the arrangement, and that the project 
prospered, for there is the chronicle of the rene•val on 
l\fay 17th, 1710, where it is et forth :-

" H enry , Viscount :\Iontague. Lease for twenty-one years of the 
same to ·william Hammond, of Battle, Powder maker. '" There is 
al o among the Battle :\Iuniment a lease to Thomas Langley, in 
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August, 1690, of land including "the Powder-mill Croft, .. ... . t he 
Powder-mill Land. '' 

Interest in this second quotation lies in the fact 
that it is the first mention of a powder maker as a trade 
then being followed in the district. 

Among the earliest grants referred to in the charters 
to the Abbey, mention is made of a mill-pond; in this 
Simon de Sumeri grants use of land on his estate in 
Cattisfeld "so that the water may freely flow on the 
same from the mill-pool at Peperenge." 

This is in all probability the pond referred to above 
as "Lower Pepper-in-eye, the fourth of the series of 
works," as it adjoins the boundary between the parishes 
of Battle and Catsfield. 

Then there are entries of some five and twenty years 
earlier than those relating to the coming of the powder 
mills, which show that one Robert Jarvis, followed 
by his son vVilliam Jarvis, worked hereabouts as iron-
founders and millers, as in 1652 "The Park Iron Mills 
with all implements, water, etc.," were leased to Robert 
Jarvis, and later to his son W'illiam, a miller. 

But as we have seen, John Hammond, of Battle, 
came with his plans, and in November, 1676, obtained 
permission to erect his powder mills; thereafter there 
are notable gaps in the annals; we lrnow that the works 
progressed; we know also that the industry had its 
vicissitudes and calamities, for there were mishaps and 
explosions prior to that which moved the poet to 
mirthfulness. 

That which eludes our research, and which it would 
assuredly be interesting to know, i. the stages by which 
the industry grew from its infancy to its strength, and 
with what resourcefulness and courage John Ha.mmond 
and his successors applied themselves to their honour-
able enterprise. 

' Ve have to span the years, however, until we find 
that a branch of the establishment had been established 
at Sedlescombe, t hus in t he Battle Abbey charters is 
the entry:-

" April 11th, 17 50. George :Matthmvs, of Battel, late officer in 
the Excise, etc.; bond to Sir Thomas Webster (who had purchased 
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the . .Battle Abbey Estate) , George \Yorge, of Battle, Gent., and 
William Gilmore, Gunpmrder maker, in the penal sum of Fi,-e 
hundred pounds, as security for his Trust in the conducting of the 
Powder Works of the said partner in the Parish of Sedlescombe .. , 
This branch 'rn about three mile· from the Battle 
works on the little ri·rnr Brede, and nearly three mile 
above Brede Bridge, to '"hich point barges until 
recently brought merchandise up from Rye. 

Photo of P ainting by Mary, claughtel' of WILLLUI GIL~IOCR HARYEY 
of Powcler-mill House, about J 815, after :\fr. Hal'\·ey had made additions 
to the House. Part of Engine House and Chimney shew on left of picture. 
OW runne r stone lying iu front 

This water-coloul' was presented to Lady Webste r by Lady Westland 
a few months previous to the fatal accident to Lady Webster, ancl now 
hangs in the Drawing Room at Powder-mill House, the residence of Sir 
A. Webster. The house is under the Pond Bay (1919). the Pond being in 
view at back of House . 

HmY much earlier than 1750 the ,,..or ks at Sedle -
combe were in existence we are unaware; but the aboYe 
entry implies that they were already established, and is 
an arrangement for their direction; and although this is 
the first mention we ha \Te of , Gilmore as gunpowder 
maker, it is probable the Gilmores had conducted the 
Battle works for ome time preYiou ly, as in the 
Victoria History of Sus ex, it is tated :-

.. It was at Battle that the leading us ex Gunpo"der Factory 
was established.·· 
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and that about 1750-
" The reputation of the Battle Factory was very high . Defoe 

mentioned that the town was remarkable for making ' the finest 
gunpowder, and the best perhaps in Europe.'" 

The next stage in the story is a faint touch of 
romance, for six years later, in 1756, Lester Harvey, 
who was with Mr. Gilmore, probably assisting him in 
the management, was married to Jane, daughter of 
William Gilmore, and on the death of the latter suc-
ceeded to the Gunpowder Works both at Battle and 
Sedlescombe, and in due time passed on the manage-
ment and responsibility to his son, vVilliam Gilmour 
Harvey. · 

The works continued to flourish under the Harvey 
family, and the Peninsular vVar greatly contributed 
to the gro-vvth of the works, to which at this period 
there were extensive additions and renewals. 

Lady Westland remarks:-
" At this time the gunpowder was taken to Rye to be shipped, and 

the vans returned loaded ostensibly with fodder , etc.; but in accord-
ance with the spirit of the time on 'the South Coast, smuggled brandy 
and wine were frequently brought back to Battle in addition.'" 

While the Gunpowder w· or ks were in the height of 
their prosperity a terrible tragedy overtook the family 
of the proprietor; two sons and a daughter were drowned 
in the pond at the " House" before the eyes of their 
parents, who were powerless to help. 

It was not long after the sad drama of the mill-pond 
before a further change was made in the control of the 
works; in 1817 the firm became known as Messrs. 
Curtis and Harvey, and removed to Hounslow. The 
Battle establishment passed into the hands of Mr. Gill, 
v;rho conducted them for a few years, after which Mr. 
Charles Laurence, who had carried on t he manufacture 
of gunpowder at the Pepper-in-eye and Crowhurst 
Works, took control, amalgamating the whole of the 
works, including the Sedlescombe branch, which he and 
his son Charles continued until as late as 1874, when 
the powder works (the firm having been incorporated 

K 



116 Gr~PO\YDER \Y ORKS AT BATTLE 

with l\Iessrs. Pigou and \Yilke. ) were remoYed to Dart-
ford, and the manufacture of gunpowder at Battle 
came to an end. · 

Gunpowder is composed of salt petre, sulphur and 
charcoal, mixed and reduced to a fine powder, and 
subjected to several processe before completion. 

VIEW OF WATCH-HOUSES at the House Mills, 'Yith :\fr. James 
Morgan, aged 96 years, the last sm">idng employee at these Powder 
Mills. Note old saltpetre refining cistern. The cottages on top line of 
picture were originally cylinder houses where the charcoal for the Gun-
powder was made. The building beyond large Cistern was the ··Charge'' 
room, and beyond that is seen a portion of Powde t· ::Wll House. Some of 
the Grinding Mills were under the clam opposite these Watch-houses. 

Ogilvy (187-!) states that at the Royal ~fills at \~'altham 
the proportions were (in lbs.) saltpetre, 75; sulphur, 10 
charcoal, 15 = 100; doubtless the proportions at Battle 
closely coincided " 'ith these. 

The saltpetre and ulphur were imported; the char-
coal for ordinary gunpowder wa from alder-wood, 
which was brought to the work and burnt in pits in 
the ordinary manner; for the finer or sporting powder 
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dog-wood (cornus mascilla) was used; this was con-
verted into charcoal in cylinders similar to the retorts 
used in the manufacture of ga. ·. When the underwood 
was being cut in the district the dog-wood was care-
fully reserved, peeled, and tied in bundles closely 
resembling the osiers used for ba ·ket-making, then 
carted to the works and piled in large stacks adjacent 
to the cylinder houses. 

VIEW OF R UNNE R STONES, on Rite of Peppel' in- eye Mills. wi ' h . old 
GLAZING HOUSE POWDER BUILDINGS beyond. 

The sulphur in the earlier days was crushed under 
stones previous to mixing with the other ingredients; 
later this was found to be unnecessary, and conse-
quently discontinued; the stones used for thi purpose 
can now be seen built into the external walls of the 
coal stores at Powderrnill House. They are five and a 
half feet in diameter and one foot two inches in thick-
ness. 

The saltpetre which was delivered in its crude state 
was purified, or refined in a large building called the 
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R efining House; Yery large cast iron furnace pan · were 
used for the purpo. e, in which the saltpetre was placed 
with water and boiled for seYeral hours ; after cooling 
the water \\·as dra\n1 off, the saltpetre remaining in 
the pans in beautiful white crystals; it \Yas then placed 
in smaller pan , and, \dien heated to liquid state, 
poured into moulds in readines. for the grinding. 

The grinding or amalgamating \ms the first proceGs 
in the manufacture after the preparation of the in-
gredients. The buildings in which this \Yas done were 
always referred to as ' ·The ~Iills, " and \rnre constructed 
of stout framing \Yith light roofs and panelled sides, 
with the object of offering but slight resistance in the 
eYent of an explo ion; the circular, tones by which the 
grinding was done were of black marble, about six and a 
ha:lf feet in diameter and sixteen inches in thickness, 
ea'ch weighing approximately ix ton . Each mill had 
two pairs of .the. e stones, ,,-hich "·ere called" Runners"; 
they revolved Yertically in pans on beds of nine to ten 
feet in diameter, one pair on each bed, the po,,·er being 
transmitted from the " "ater-wheels by OYerhead 
gearmg. 

The stones being large in comparison "ith the beds 
on which they reYoh-ed " ·ith parallel faces, the motion 
was a constant screwing round on the bed, by which 
means the grinding and mixing was accomplished; the· 
amount put under each pair of stones was eighty pounds 
which was termed the '·charge," and the time required 
to grind each charge was ten hour ; during that period 
it was broken up by the millmen at regular inten·als 
and kept slightl:v damp by the automatic sprinkling 
of " ·ater. 

At the " Hon ·e" mills there were two pairs of larger 
runners, each weighing nine tons; the "charge" put 
under each pair of these "·as one hundred pounds, and 
the time required for grinding was eight hours only, 
and here, when there was a shortage of water, auxiliary 
power was supplied by a Beam engine installed about 
the Year 1814. 

Iii: the whole series of works were se.Yen grinding. 
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mills, with fifteen pairs of runners, with a grinding 
capacity of 2500 lbs. in twenty-four hours. 

At the Farthing :Mills the t"\YO pairs of stone runners 
lay on the site in view, until a few years ago, when the 
mill-pond was cleared of mud, a great portion of the 
vast accumulation was tipped over the dam where these 
stones now lie buried several feet deep under this 
consolidated mud. The large runners from the " House 
Mills" were removed to Dartford when the work ceased 
at Battle. The two pairs of "runners" at P epper-in-
eye still lie on the site, and at Sedlescombe the old 
stone runners still lie on the bank by the stream at the 
old site. 

The powder was taken from the grinding mills to the 
presses, the buildings for this purpose being isolated 
from the vicinity of other building ; the dust powder 
was damped and placed on copper sheets three and a 
half feet square, and spread evenly to a thickness of 
about two inches, the plates thus loaded were placed 
one above another until about half a ton was in 
position; the pressure, by means of a screw press, was 
then applied by manual labour, a long wooden arm 
being used to increase the pressure; the powder was 
thus reduced to a thickness between the plates of about 
three-quarters of an inch, and then resembled slate. 

"\¥hen steam power was introduced at the Pepper-in-
eye branch of the works a modern hydraulic press was 
erected, worked by an engine; with this a pressure of 
four hundred tons was available, and the full charge of 
powder at each pres. ing was increased to twenty-four 
cwt. On the erection of this the hand presses were 
abandoned. 

The corning or granulation of the powder was the 
next process; here the cakes of powder, as they came 
from the press, first passed between zinc-cogged rollers, 
and were reduced to pieces the size of marbles, then 
through plain brass rollers for the various sizes re-
quired; next undergoing the sifting, through meshes 
of varying sizes, from the coarsest for blasting purposes, 
etc., to the finest grain sporting powder. 
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There were fiye or six buildings for corning at the 
various branches of the works, but when a large two-
storied corning house "·as built at Pepper-in-eye, 
fitted with modern plant and worked by steam po,ver, 
the greater portion of the corning was executed there; 
this building is still tanding in a fair state of preserva-
tion. 

The glazing succeeded the corning of the pO'.Yder; 
the glazing houses were large building with a wooden 
shaft running through the entire length of the place, 
on which were fixed wooden cases resembling barrels, 
the wooden shaft running through the centre of each; 
a certain amount of po"·der was placed in each 
"barrel" or cylinder, with the addition of a small 
quantity of plumbago, the powder at this stage being 
of a dull bro"·ni5h colour; the barrels ,,·ere, bv the aid 
of \vater power, made to reYolYe slo"·ly, by which 
motion the powder wa continually in motion by 
sliding down the sides of the barrels, \Yhich in time 
produced the characteri. tic black and shining appear-
ance of the grains of powder. It \YaR then taken to 
another building to pass through the "dusters" to 
extract all the fine dust powder. 

At this stage the po"·der was taken to the" drying 
house., or "stoYe." The stoYe at the "House" or 
Central \V orks was a larae brick building, the furnace 
and chimney stack being seYeral feet from the building, 
the heating being by hot air flue · and later by hot water 
system; racks were ranged in the centre and around 
the walls, with a gangway between the racks; the 
powder was put in trays. each holding about twenty 
pounds and placed on the racks to dry; when the 
" ·ea th er permitted, as much of the drying a. · possible 
was done on large sheets of lead in the sunshine; these 
were fixed on wooden framework near the drying house. 
At the drying hon e at , 'edle combe (\Yhich is still 
standing) the furnace and chimney are under the ·ame 
roof as the drying chamber, brick walls separating the 
furnace from the drying room. 

The grading of the po-wder in its Yarious qualitiers 
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and ·izes for sporting, blasting and munitions, etc., and 
the final testing wa then executed. (Two of the 
instruments which were used at these mills for the final 
testing of the gunpowder are now in the Hastings 
Museum.) The pcwder was then transferred to the 
packing shops, where it was packed in twenty-eight and 
fifty-six pound kegs; the sporting powder in one pound 
canisters. These kegs and canisters were also made at 
Battle. The packing was done chiefly by women, a 
considerable number being occupied in this work, the 
powder being finally stored in the magazines in readi-
ness for delivery. 

It is but natural to presume that these extensive 
works, covering so long a period, did not escape occa-
sional accidents. Horsfield, 1835, referring to this in 
his notes on Battle Parish and the Gunpowder Works, 
concludes, "recently, however, they (accidents) have 
not been so numerous as they were wont to be." This, 
probably, is correct, although within the memory of 
the writer three explosions have occurred, two being of 
a minor character, the other resulting in the death of 
two of the powder workers. But the most disastrous 
of which we have records are in the long past, viz.: 
An extract from the burial registers of Battle Church-

" 1764. Dec. 5th. Jam es Gillmore and Thomas Gillmore, both 
buried in one grave, who were accidentally killed by the blowing up 
of the Sifting House at Sedlescom be Gunpowder Mills ; in which 
house there was computed to be a Ton of Gunpowder ; at which 
time and place there was two other men killed, which were buried at 
Sedlescom be. " 
Another, which occurred when the grandfather of the 
writer was at the Battle works; by the courtesy of old 
Mr. Morgan, we quote from an old newspaper an 
account of this explosion, headed:-

" Powder :Mills at Battle blown up," 
and is to the following effect:-

"About noon on April 27th , 1798, one of the Battle Powder Mills 
with a Drying house and Store-room nearly adjoining were blown 
up with two tremendous explosions and totally destroyed. Three 
men employed at the l\fill were blown into the air and killed. Seven 
separate buildings Yrnre completely de troyed, though only two 
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reports were distinguishable; the quantity of pmYder exploded 
exceeded fifteen tons in weight, and the damage is estimated at 
upwards of £5000. 0. 0. ...\. house situate about one hundred 
yards distant ha to be re-built, "·hile a hea>y andstone from the 
Mill was carried o•er the roof of the dwelling, and pieces of timber to 
a large wood half a mile from the ..\lill . · · 

What remains to-day of the works and industry 
of which the story has now been told? The mills are 
silent, and the methods of making munitions have 
undergone wonderful change , and Battle ha long since 
ceased to have a part therein. Yet it is possible to 
roam over the sites and mentally reconstruct the old 
works. There are a few interesting relics of the busy 
past, including the old grinding tones lying on the 
sites of the mills at Sedlescombe and Pepper-in-eye, 
and at the latter place the old glazing house, the corning 
house, with engine hou. e adjoining, and the magazine 
still remain adapted for agricultural uses; and at the 
" House" the millwright shop and charge-room are 
still standing, also the cylinder houses adapted for 
cottage and stores; beyond the above-mentioned, the 
visible signs that the Pmnler \Yorks \Yere ever in 
existence here are fe\\·. 

Two centuries of activities have been spanned, and 
the history outlined as far as available chronicles permit. 
It is a little romance of industry lit up ''ith alternating 
successes and lo ses, and the glamour there must for 
ever be over the simple story of a village enterprise 
which became an industry of national importance. 
One day we hope that further records " ·ill come to 
light, when it may be possible to fill in the blanks of the 
earlier stage of an enterprise that flourished in its day, 
and is now but a name. 



KINGSHAM, NEAR CHICHESTER. 

BY IAN C. HANNAH, Fd '.A. 

THE site of the pre-Roman earthwork which still 
surrounds the city of Chichester ·was determined by a 
striking curve of the River Lavant, which afforded 
considerable protection. ·within living memory a 
branch of the tream fl.owed south from the city into 
the basin of the canal, and there can be little doubt that 
this was spanned by the 8tockbridge, ·which gaYe its 
name to the ancient ~'axon settlement, in who e 
hundred Chichester stands. 

Stockbridge was clearly deserted, as the Saxon 
population moved within the Romano-British defence , 
but Kingsham still remains, the only old house within 
it limits. The existing pronunciation eems invariably 
King-sham, but there can be no manner of doubt that 
it is properly King's hame, and a very high degree of 
probability can be claimed that this was th e place of 
residence of the ancient south Saxon kings. The 
known history of the house is summarised by James 
Dallaway (History of TVest /fussex, 1815, Vol. I ., 
pp. 194- 5), 'd10 derived his information from the 
Burrell J11SS. 

For centuries the place was held in capite of the 
crown by the petit serjeanty of presenting to t he King 
as often as he should come a skein of thread for his cross-
bow.1 "In 1276, the fourth of hi reign, King Edward 
the First remained here for some time, as proved by the 

1 Rot. Pat. 5 Edw. III. and 2 H en. Y. m. 19. " Quod manerium'f de 
Kingsham tenetur de R ege in capite, per . en ·itium redclendi inde Dno. R egi 
unum fusillum fili pro balista Dni. R egis, quando venerit per quandam 
venellain qure vocatur Godelane ad itinerandum super mare australe, pro 
omnibus servitiis." 
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dates of his letters, patent ·, etc. 2 In the 10th Edward II 
it was demised to 'Villiam le Taverner. Among the 
first who held of the cro\n1 \Yere the Barons Rt. John, 
and by marriage it passed to the family of Sydney, to 
whom it was confirmed by King Henry the Fifth, in 
the second year of his reign. The Shelley , of "'.\Iichel-
grove, had been long po sessed, preYiously to a priYate 
act of Parliament haYing been obtained, by which it 
was enfranchised, and sold to .Jo eph Randall, gent., 
bv Sir .John Shellev, bart. Bv his will it was devised 
to 'Yilliam Dearling, Esq., the present proprietor." 

Dallaway giYes in the margin a coloured shield of the 
Sydney arms, and in a footnote the follo,...-ing skeleton 
table3 to illustrate the passing of K.ingsham by marriag 
to the Rydneys from the St . Johns, and subsequently 
to the Shelleys. 

\\"illi am Sydney = Cicely. daughter and co -heir of Sir William ::\Ii tchell 
I 

I 
William Sydney = ( l ) Th omasin (2) Isokla, 

of Kingsham I daughter of- I 
JUl't' ux. 

daughter of - St. J ohn 

I 
\\'illiam . ·,·clne,-

26th H en.\' ( (ancestor 
of the s,·clneys of 
Penshu;·st, lCent) 

I 

I 
Le"·is Swiney 
of Hnnston · 
29th H en. \ T 

Anne = J ohn ::\I ichel!!ro,·e I ~ 

Anne ::\Iichelgro,·e = J ohn Shelley 

I I 
Edward .:\icholas 

D .. G. C. Elwes, F .S.A. (Castles , Jlan sions and Jf anor 
of Trest Sussex, 1876, p. 2-±, note, under Barn.ham), 
mention· the fact that the \Yill of 'William Svdnev, 
whose second wife was Isolda St . . John, is dated 1-±50. 

• Thi~ statement appeai·s to be untrue .- En. 
3 This pedigree is entirely incorrect. The name of the first \\'illiarn 

Sydney's "·ife is unknown. \\'illiam of Kingsham man·ied (I) Cicely, daughter 
of J ohn ::\Iichelg-roYe. by whom he had a son \\ 'illiam. apparently the father 
of Anne: ( 2) I sabel St. J olm, by whom he had another son \\'i!Jiam, 
who inherited Kingsham (cf. Feet of Fines, X o. 3073) and had a son 
Humphrey : (3) Thoma in Bauington, widow of iYilliam Lundesford, by 
whom he had four sons. of whom Xicholas was the ancestor of the Syrlneys 
of Penshurst: see Archceologia. !xv, 252 .- ED . 
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T. W. Horsfield (History of 8'Ussex, 1835, Vol. II., p. 15) 
repeats part of Dallaway's account, but supplies 
nothing of his own. The manor of Kingsham forms a 
detached section of the parish of St. Pancras, from 
whose main portion it is separated by Rumboldswyke 
and the subdeanery. 

Fev\- houses retain less trace of form er importance 
than Kingsham at the present day. It seems, however, 
desirable to set forth what arch:::eological remains are 
still to be found there, particularly as it has just 
acquired new importance from having been acquired 
as an experimental farm by the \Vest Sussex County 
Council. It was originally surrounded by a moat, and 
this was almost certainly connected with the adjacent 
Lavant. Although it has been filled np, only the 
slightest traces being left, it is not a hazardous con-
jecture that it was . quare in form surrounding the 
present garden wall, which is the chief existing feature 
of the place. 

We have Dallaway's authority for saying that in the 
early eighteenth century the house contained many 
spacious rooms, particularly one with a large bay 
window displaying in coloured glass the quarterings 
and marriage alliances of the Sydneys, but of all this 
nothing whatever survives. The garden wall, v;-hich 
encloses a large square space, reinforced as it once was 
by the moat, was evidently built, as was often the case, 
with some idea of defence. The lower part is of rubble 
stone, and may be in part medi~val, but it is largely 
patched with Tudor bricks; the upper part of the wall 
greatly reRembles (though on a smaller and meaner 
scale) the work of Bishop Shurburne in the ganlens of 
the Palace at Chichester, being of regular brickwork of 
sixteenth century character, where its original features 
are preserved. At intervals shallow triangular but-
tresses have been added, and these are carried through 
both sections; they extend on both sides, and are entirely 
of brick. There are four on the ·west side and one on 
the north. They seem to be almost contemporary. 

On the south the stonework is rather more regular 
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than elsewhere, but the east part of this ·wall and much 
of the east side are rebuilt in modern brick. Part of 
the east side i. formed bY a farm house, which eem: 
to elate from the late eighteenth century, and preserYes 
no ancient features. 

Against the south wall on the inside has been piled 
a bank of earth formin g a grass slope to the garden, 
rather similar to what is proYicled by the old city agger 
and walls in . eYeral Chiche. ter gardens. At the t-..Yo 
ends of this, in each case reached by an arch looking 
north (along the side walls), are little brick-vaulted 
L-shapecl cellars eYiclently dating in their present form 
from the earlv nineteenth centmT. The arch at the 
east encl is n1acle up of late mot1lclecl stones with a 
similar little corbel aboYe, -..-ery clumsily and poorly 
built. 

The other (west) arch has a low sunk panel of se,-en-
teenth century character, but it doe not seem to be 
in its original 'position. o,-er it is built in the central 
stone of a fourteenth centnrY window haYino· trefoiled 
lights. Just v;·ithin the cella'r here is a shallo\Y bricked 
well, now filled in. The old man who wa. employed 
to do the filling told the pre:ent writer that it was full 
of ice-cold -.....-ater, and it is locallY called the Roman 
bath, probably a guess of some· appreciatiYe Yisitor 
"·hich as (so frequently) got repeated till it became a 
"tradition." 

P rojecting southward from this . outh-west corner is a 
semi-circular structure, ,...-hose lo"·er part rather re-
sembles the Roman bastion: of the city wall. It seems 
certainly mediroyaJ, but its much-patched and plant-
coYered rubble affords no real indication of date. Its 
npper stage forms a summer-house with some interesting 
sixteenth or seYenteenth century Flemish gla. s, Pilate's 
" ·ife and the Descent from the Cross in monotone, the 
latter haYing a merchant's mark ~ 

The north gateway is plaster work of early nineteenth 
century type, and the double cloorwa>' makes use of 
the head of an unglazed double trefoil-headed window, 
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v;rhich is rabbited for a . hutter of wood. There are 
thus only the very faintest indications of the character 
of the mediceval mansion. If one could be sure that it 
were not brought from elsewhere, a capital of Sussex 
marble, \Yith primiti\'e foliage sculpture between the 
round shaft and square abacu , might indicate a chapel 
of considerable interest. It dates from about 1150, 
and is now preserved in a rockery with another capital 
of white marble, which appears to be quite modern. 
The twelfth century capital Yery closely re. embles those 
in the Cathedral clearstorey, but it is certainly not 
identical. 

Built into a barn is a stone \Yith eight ribs, meeting 
as if the centre of a vaulted bay, but very fiat, shallow, 
and of late date. Another barn has a large boulder 
with brick arch aboYe it as if it were considered well 
worthy of preserYation, but no local person seems to 
know anything about these stones. 



ANIBERLEY 
CASrrLE J\IEASURE)tlENTS. 

BY ·w. D. PECKHA1I A~D C. G. 0. BRIDGEMAN. 

o~ pp. 231- 23-± of Vol. L:.'\III. of the usse.i: Archceo-
logical Collections, }fr. C. G. 0. Bridgeman has discussed 
the theory I have put forward in S .A .C. LXII., pp. 
58- 62, as to the interpretation of the ambitus memo-
randum. It is gratifying to find that I am not alone 
in my interest in this question, and still more gratifying 
to find that }Ir. Bridgeman, working from a different 
point of view, agrees with the most important part of 
my theory, that relating to the position of the Chapel 
and the covered walk. Some, at least, of our difference~ 
admit of easy reconciliation. 

I. As to the length of the virgate ( 4 feet), ~Ir. 
Bridgeman advances evidence preYiously unknown 
to me to sho1v that "Yirgate" may well ha Ye been used 
for a quarter of a rod. That bugbear of our school 
days, the ·tatnte rod of 16 ~ feet, is, I belieYe, like the 
statute acre, an invention of Edward I. 's administrators 
only. As the older , 'ussex customary acre was still in 
use in the nineteenth century,1 it is safe to uppose a 
customary rod to be . till in u e in the sixteenth. I 
have fom1cl ome eYidence for a rod of 16 feet nearer 
to Amberley than Battle i. - at ~\ldingbourne, 1-.;-here 
in 1279 agricultural work that to-clay would be 

1 Cf. D allaway III. , p . 3, note a. 
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Teckoned by the rod, was reckoned by a unit of 16, not 
16t, feet. 2 A· my medireval predecessor possibly 
measured with a notched bit of stick, certainly not with 
an architect's 50 ft . tape measure, and as he was 
probably not so meticulous as to his half inches as I 
was, I think that we may assume the 4 ft . virgate to be 
correct. 

II. But I cannot agree with Mr. Bridgeman as to 
his view of the initial point. If my construction of the 
passage strains it, I think that Mr. Bridgeman's strains 
it more. He construes, if I have not misunderstood 
him "The circuit ... from (the beginning, that is) 
the (south) eastern tower to (the end, that is) the 
vestibulum contains. . . . " Now the beginning and 
end of a perimeter are the same thing, and it is surely 
unlikely that they would be described in different terms. 
Would a Londoner, noting down the round route of a 
bus, say that it began at the Bank and ended at the 
Mansion House? By my interpretation the beginning 
is mentioned, the end is not, it being obviously identical 
with the beginning. 

Mr. Bridgeman's disagreement with my rendering of 
respiciente austrum seems to me due to his accepting 
different canons of translation. vVere we dealing with 
Cicero or Livy I would accept his correction at once. 
But we are dealing with the work of a medireval 
Englishman who wrote dog-Latin. Probably anyone 
who has worked on medireval Latin has been struck 
from time to t ime with the literal rendering in Latin of 
purely English turns of phrase; it is very noticeable t.o 
me who have had to struggle with the non-English 
idiom of living languages from Valladolid to Stamboul. 
But the clearest proof I can offer of the mediawal view 
of Latin as simply a stately clothing in other words of 
English thought is the earlier Wycliffite version of the 
Bible. In marked contrast to the straightforward 
English of \iVyclif's tracts, this version is a1vlnvard, and 
at times barely intelligible, but if translated as literally 

2 Chichester MSS ., Liber P . f. 45 v . Cf. \\' alter of H enley (Ed. 1890, p. 68), 
where the rod of l6 feet seems to be taken as the normal. 
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as possible into Latin it becomes the ipsissima 'i;erba 
of its original the Vulgate. 1 'urely thi.· is proof 
enough that e...-en the more educated medire...-al mind 
failed to recognise that the idiom of English is not that 
of Latin. 

Applying thi · canon to the pre ent case, respiciente 
a'ustnun translated in as canine a " ·ay as possible, 
naturally turns into the Engh ·h "looking outh." 
Respicienti austrwn is a classical Latin idiom, not to 
be looked for in the dog-Latin of a mediaffal English-
n1an. 

But on the position of the initial point ·we can quite 
well agree to differ. It ·was nece .·ary for me to 
examine the question in order to test my two first 
hypotheses, " ·hich made the total perimete::.· 501 and 
442i ...-irgates respecti...-ely. As :\Ir. Bridgeman follows 
me in taking 2±6t ...-irgates to be the total perimeter our 
disagreement here is of no consequence. I think that 
his argument that the south-east tower is the more 
suitable a. an initial point, becau e mere acce. sible, 
lea...-es out of count the fact that m~' mediaffal pre-
decessor probably measured along the top of the walls, 
which would then ha...-e been far easier than along 
the bottom. The greater antiquit_v of the south-east 
tower :seems to ha,·e heen completely lost sight of 
from the date of the Cathalogu to that of Clarkson's 
paper. 

III. I translate 1;estibulum as "...-estry," because my 
theor~' places it east of the Chapel. A ...-estibule or 
ante-chapel would be next to the principal entrance 
of the Chapel, and it, is quite against English tradition 
for this to ha...-e been at the east end. I see no reason 
for supposing that the co,·erecl walk communicated 
,,·ith the restibul1m1, and the partition behrnen the 
present larder and scullery is e,·iclence that it did 
not. 

I think that the Chapel is mentioned first in the 
memorandum, not because it came first on the peri-
meter, but because it was a more important feature 
than the covered walk. 
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I would take this opportunity of making three 
corrections of the figures in my original paper:-

p . 60, 5 lines from foot, for 443 read 4i:)3. 
p. 61, 6 lines from foot, for 10± read 106. 
p. 62, top line, for 104 read 106. 

w. D. PECKHAM. 

By the courtesy of Mr. Peckham, I have been 
supplied with a copy of the note on the Amberley 
Castle measurements, which he is sending for inclusion 
in this volume of the Sussex Archceological Collections, 
in case I should care to make any further comment for 
publication with his note. The differences bet·ween 
U.' are so small that I feel I owe some apology for making 
any further comments at all. Nevertheless, to prevent 
misapprehension, I should like to add a few words. 

Mr. Peckham apparently thinks that my construction 
of the Latin entry strains the language used more than 
his own. I cannot follovv this. I agree with him, of 
course, that the begi1ming and the end of a perimeter 
must be the same point. But where the termini given 
are not points, but such substantial objects as a to-wer 
or a vestibule, surely there is nothing inaccurate or 
even unnatural in mentioning them both, e.g. from 
tower to Ycstibule (i.e. both inclusive). To take a 
parallel case rather closer than that suggested by Mr. 
Peckham, would it be either inaccurate or unnatural 
to describe the perimeter of the Old Court at Trinity 
College, Cam bridge, as measured from the tower of the 
main entrance gateway to the block of ro0ms between 
the Chapel and the Gate, or from the block of rooms in 
front of the old Bowling Green to the Master's Lodge? 
I cannot think it would. For the purposes of measure-
ment, of course it would not be necessary to mention 
either of the termini; from whatever point the measure-
ments are taken, the total length of the perimeter 
would be the same. 

L 
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As to the canons of translation applicable to a 
medireval Latin document I ha ,-e no quarrel with 
l\'Ir. Peckham, but I do not understand his application 
of them, nor can I agree \\·ith him that "respiciente 
austnlln" (in the ablative ca.-e) is a literal dog-Latin 
rendering of the English phrase ' ·looking south." If, 
indeed, the word had been '· respiciens," I could have 
understood the argument on the assumption that the 
scribe was ignorant of Latin grammar; but why should 
he ha,-e used a sort of spurious ablative absolute, 
consisting of a participle in the ablative case left in 
the air without any noun or pronoun for it to agree 
with- an idiom quite as unknown (I should have 
thought) in English as in Latin? :JJy tra.nslation, on 
the other hand, is not based on anv abstruse Latin 
idiom, but simply follows the ordinary rule in taking 
the participle "respicienie ., as being in apposition to 
"turri," the noun which precedes it. ·where the choice 
lies between a simple grammatical tran lation, and one 
that involves the use of an ablat ive absolute of so 
abnormal a kind, I should think that fe,v people would 
hesitate to prefer the former, unless the arguments 
again.·t it on other grounds ,,·ere ovenvhelming. 

A regards the meaning of the word "vestibulilln," 
l\Ir. Peckham may be right, though the usual and proper 
word for "vestry" would surely have been "vesti-
ariwn." I understand it in it primary sense of 
"forecourt" (rather than "ante-chapel ''),3 which I 
should have thought might well ha,-e exi. tecl at the 
east encl of the chapel. But on . uch a subject I am 
quite ready to defer to his far greater knowledge. It 
has, however, occurred to me that there is another 
possible solution of the mea urement problem, viz., 
that the "eastern tmver looking south," with which 
the ambit begins, \vas the eastern turret of the main 

3 See Focciolali"s Latin L exicon, .-·11b i·oce ' ·Ve tibulurn... ·'C. iElius 
Gallus in lib . de s ignificatione ,·erhorurn. qme ad jus c i,·ile pci·tinEcnt. secundo, 
Ve_tibuhun es~e elicit . non in ipsis re<lihus . neque partem rectitm1. secl Jocum 
ante januam domus vacuum, p er quern a Yia aditus. accessusque ad rede est, 
cum clextra . inistraque inte r januam tectaque. qure sunt Yire jwrnta, spatium 
relinquitur. atque ip a janua procul a via est. arPa Yacanti intersita." 
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entrance gateway on the southern wall, and that the 
"vestibitlum capellce" \Yi th which it ends was the site of 
the "westward annexe of the chapel," which J\ir. 
Peckham mention in his note to p . 58 of Vol. LXII. 
as possibly existing at that time. 

c. G. 0. BRIDGEMAN. 

I fear that Mr. Bridgeman's arguments leave me 
unmoved. 

Let him take a tape and measure the perimeter of the 
Great Court at Trinity to the nearest half inch, or 
half virgate for that matter. He will find that his 
termini must be a point, such as "the arris of the East 
jamb of the Great Gateway opening," and not 
"substantial objects such as a tower or a vestibule." 
By my theory the actual point at Amberley is under-
stood, it being obviously the extreme corner of the 
building. 

Respiciente aiistrum. The scribe was familiar with 
the ablative absolute in the Vulgate and also with the 
loose English construction with the participle in a 
phrase like "looking so·uth." Failing to recognise 
that t.here was a difference of idiom beti;veen the 
languages he translated one by the other. A "spurious 
ablative absolute" strikes me as an admirable descrip-
tion of the phrase; but to condemn my translation 
because it assumes this use of the ablative is to apply 
the canons of translation of Classical to Church Latin. 

\i\7. D. PECKHAM. 



THE CASTLE OF LEWES. 

BY L. F. SALZ:JIAN, F. '.A. 

IN the last volume of Collection I published a critici m 
of Mr. Allcroft's theory that the SouthoYer ".:\fount" 
was the site of "\"Yilliain de Warenne's original castle, 
and that SouthoYer " ·as at the end of the eleYenth 
century called "Laques." Y\'ith my criticism was 
published l\Ir. Allcroft reply. The importance of the 
subject, and the fact that I unde1stand that .:\Ir. 
Allcrof t is propagating his heresy in an otherwise u efnl 
popular booklet, must be ni:\· excuse for returning to 
trample on the already scotched nake. 

It is noteworthv that .:\Ir. Allcroft now .relies almost 
entirely on the pa sage from Orderic, of which he was 
ignorant at the time when he wrote the article that I 
criticised. This pas. age-Corpus i·ero ejus Climiacen es 
monachi, quos Laq11is honorifice locai·it, in capitulo suo 
sepelierunt- he quote , not 'very diplo1natically,' as 
proving that ""·hen Orderic " ·as alive (until 1141} 
Laques was still the usual name for what is now 
Southover." It i odd that ~Ir. Allcroft, ·who, I belie,·e, 
has edited a number of Latin texts, should not see that 
thi locatiYe Laquis i conclusive evidence that the 
nominative was Laquae (a latinisation of an English 
name), and not Laqu es-a form for the existence of 
which .:\fr. Allcroft cannot produce a single shred of 
evidence. That Orderic \Yould have used Laqiles 
readily enough as an indeclina ble noun had it been an 
actual place-name may be assumed from the parallel 
passage referring to Battle Abbey : coenobiwn anctae 
Trinitatis 8enlac, 'llb i bellum factum est, construxit. 
That Orde.ric "could have no po sible 'phonetic "'eak-
ness' in writing , 'axon names of any importance" may 
be true,- though I do not think lw is to be congratulated 
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on his rendering of 'Vinchelsea as Vincenesium-but 
(apart from the fact that Laqiies was not of any im-
portance, being, according to its inventor, "scarcely 
known at all outside its immediate environs") he had a 
very obvious weakness for latinising names whenever 
pm:;sible. Before leaving Ordetic it may be worth 
pointing out that in another passage (iv., 287), when 
speaking of the siege of Montmorenci in 1102, he records 
that-Ricardus etiam Cvnturio de Laqiiis I erosolJ1mita 
concidit, though who this crusading captain was I do 
not know. 

Turning to the evidence of the Domesday survey of 
Norfolk, on which Mr. Allcroft's theory was originally 
based, he now says: "I am not called upon to discuss 
the explanation of the Domesday expression, 'the 
exchange of Lewes,' or rather 'the exchange of Laques,' 
which is the much more frequent form. Be the explana-
tion what it may, it is nihil ad rem." First we may 
notice that "the exchange of Laques " never occurs at 
all! 'Vhat does occur is 'the exchange de Laqiiis,' or, 
in translation, "of Laquae." Next we may note that the 
explanation is so much ad rem that Mr. Allcroft has 
been logically driven to contradict, and misquote, his 
previous statement that at the time of the Survey 
Laques "was in effect a mere Saxon field-name, and 
corresponded to no town, nor even to a village." He 
now states that "by 1086 the field-name had grown to 
be the name of a great castellany to which belonged 
manors by the score." So that he is definitely com-
mitted to the theory that de vVarenne's Rape was the 
Rape de Laquis. Yet in the Sussex portion of the 
Domesday there are a score of references to the Rape of 
Lewes, and not a single hint that anyone in Sussex had 
ever heard it called anything else! Yet if Laquee. had 
been the name of the castle it would, however in-
significant its previous history, almost certainly have 
become the name of the Rape. Mr. Allcroft goes out 
of his way to demonstrate this by quoting the example 
of the castle and alien priory at Chepstow, always 
known as Strigul, adding, "just as the alien priory of 
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St. Pancras "\Yas for many year · a.t Cluny calleu the 
P riory of Laques." The impudence of this piece of 
question-begging fairly take one's breath a""·ay, the 
sole ground for this wild .. tatement being that Orderic, 
who wrote of the priory as Laquae, once paid a Yi ·it to 
Cluny! 

1\fr. Allcroft also say : "If L eu·es and Laquis are the 
same, as mv critic maintains, how will he account for 
the Priory's being called by the tyle of Latisa-
quensis . .. ? " To this I might legitimately retort: 
"If they are not the same, how does Mr. Allcroft 
account for it?" Tlw form is certainly a queer bit of 
latinisation; I had always imagined that it was the 
adjective of a supposititious title 'de Latis Aqi1is,' but 
a correspondent suggests that it is more probably 
connected with the classical latex aqiwe. It appears to 
be peculiar to the twelfth century, possibly to the single 
year 1121, and may ha...-e been the inYention of a ingle 
perversely ingenious monk. In a -..-olume of Ancient 
Charters (Pipe Roll Society), "Jir. Round prints seYeral 
twelfth century charters connected with Lewes Priory. 
The two earliest (Nos. 4and 5), of the dates 1107 andlll8, 
refer simply "ad locum Sancti Pancratii ., ; one of 1121 
(No. 7) details gifts sancto Pancmtio Latisaquensi, and 
is said to be in mam1 H . Latisaquensis prioris. Another 
of 1121 (No. 8) is a confirmation by Archbi:;;hop Ralph 
of gifts bestowed on Latisaquen e monasterium, and 
include the following interesting phrase: " Habet enim 
pref atimi monasterimn in episcopatu Cicesi1'ensi terram 
que clic1'tur Silihoitre cum bi1 rgo et duobus staguis et tribits 
molendini·s cum in ula que proxima e t ip i monasterio 
cmn prati et in castro jilxfa . e po. ito half t ecclP; ias et 
capellas, i· iz., . Joham1i._ et S. P etri et S. T?·ini'tatis et 
S . Kicholai et 8 . Andree et B eate .Marie et S . .1.lfartfoi et 
S. J.llarie de W estola." 'This show · clearly that 'outh-
oYer was already knmrn bY that nam e, 'and therefore 
demolishes ?iir: Allcroft 's· contention that "\Yhen 
Orcleric "\Yas aliY< (until 1141) Laques wa~ still the 
usual name for what i .. now SouthoYer." It is also 
worth noting that th e same Archbishop Ralph, within 
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a year of this last charter, gives (No. 9) a rent in 
Pagham to the monks of St. Pancras "de Lauuis." 
The common-sense conclusion seems to me to be that 
Latisaquensis equates with Lewes and not with Laques 
( = Southover). 

So far as it is possible to prove a negative, I think I 
may claim to have made it clear that no such place-
name as Laques existed, and that if it had existed it 
would not have been Southover ! ""With the disappear-
ance of Laques goes all the documentary evidence for 
the identification of the Mount with de Warenne's 
castle. There remains the circumstantial evidence. 
On the affirmative side this is summed up by Mr .. .\llcroft 
as follows: "There in Southover stands the 'Calvary 
Mount,' answering in every respect- in situation, in 
size, and in construction--to the motte of an early 
Norman castle." Here again Mr. AJlcroft shows 
himself a master in the art of begging questions; for he 
has not established one of his three respects, all of 
which I had challenged. 

To begin with the "construction," I still deny that 
it satisfies the conditions. Conceding that the bailly 
might have disappeared, the absence of any trace of a 
fosse would be fatal to the matte theory. At the present 
time there is no such trace on the surface, and Mr. 
Allcroft knows how remarkably enduring a feature a 
ditch is. The question cn.n only be settled beyond 
dispute by cutting a trench at the foot of the Mount. 
There is the further point that the section of the 
Mount, dra\l.'ll by Mr. Toms, certainly suggests that the 
winding path was made as part of the original design. 
Mr. Allcroft has not given his reasons for thinking 
otherwise. Then as to "size." The inadequacy of the 
Mount for the castle of a great noble is met by two 
arguments. The first was that William de Ware1me, 
when he built his Sussex castle, was "a comparatively 
poor man." On my pointing out that this was untrue, 
Mr. Allcroft explains that he only meant that he 
was less wealthv than he afterwards became; which 
rather deprives vthe argument of weight. The second 
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argument i that the ~fount died in infancy, while the 
mattes at Arundel and Bramber (with 1Yhich I had 
disparagingly compared it) had gone on gro\Ying 
steadily for centuries. :Jir. Allcroft pointed trium-
phantly to the fact that I had declined his newspaper 
challenge to give the exact dimensions of the Arundel 
and Bramber mnttes, c. 1070. ObYiou 1;: it 1rnuld only 
be by cutting a section of the matte that one could toll 
whether it started mall and gradually grew or sprang 
up full grown; till that is done neither :Jfr. ~'1..llcroft uor 
I can proYe our point. But I do not see that :Jfr. 
Allcroft gains much by referring me to :Jirs . . Armitage's 
appendix on the measurements of baileys. 

There remains the question of "situation." I still 
regard the dominating site of the pre. ·ent ca tle a · more 
suitable than tbe SouthoYer site. But :;\Ir. Allcroft 
says that "it wa not so much the rule as the exception 
for [the Norman.] to build their first castles actnally 
within a town. This disposes of the argument that, 
because Lewes was a Yery important place in 1066, 
de \~Yarenne's first castle must haYe stood on Lewes 
Hill." It also, apparently, disposes of ::.\Ir. Allcroft's 
original contention that in 1066 the borough of Lewes 
lay within the earthwork which is now the cemetery of 
St. John -sub-Ca.·tro, as i11 that case the Castle Hill 
would haYe been outside the tO"-'n. Actnally, in fact, 
the site of the present castle is typical of the site. 
chosen by the Normans, just outside and commanding 
the town. He goes on: "I am not myself at all satisfied 
that Lewe was so Yery important in 1066. . . . As 
for the bridge at Cliffe, I haYe but repea.t.ed what has 
been stated bY better men than I; there is no evidence 
for the existei1ce of any such bridge before 1264. And 
my critic admit. that he knows no better." In denying 
the importance of Lewes, :Jir. Allcroft sets himself up 
against the evidence of the Domesday , 'uryey, which 
give pa.rt.iculars showing that Lewes wa. the mo~:t 
Yaluable, or \\·ealthy, to1yn in Sussex, and that it had a 
population of at lea . t 1500 per ons. In the matter of 
the bridge he is also wTong; so far ::ts I know no men, 
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better or worse than himself, have ever before asserted 
that there was no bridge at Cliffe in 1086. The earliest 
.reference to the bridge of which I know is certainly 
126<1 (though I believe there is documentary evidence 
of its existence fifty years earlier), and I am not certain 
that I could find any more references to it for another 
hundred years or so, but that goes no way at all 
tmvards proving that it did not exist at the time of the 
Conquest, and the circumstantial evidence of prob-
ability is strongly in favour of its having done so. 

A final point. I commeuted on the fact that in 
none of the de \T a.renne charters to the priory is there 
any reference to a ·grant of the original site of the 
castle. This, 'if he \Yill incline his ear to authority on 
this point,' :Mr. Allcroft may be assured would be a 
very extraordinary omission if such a site had been 
included in the grant of Southover. However, he 
cheerfullv retorts: "I have shown that there is record 
enough; the Earl gives to the monks 'the whole of my 
demesne land within the island where is situated the 
monastery,' and this included the Castle. Further 
particuhrisation was needless, for, as I have shoY\rn, 
'the island' meant the peninsula- - in those days liter-
ally such-wherein now stands SouthoYer." A refer-
ence to the passage from the charter of 1121, quoted 
above, seern.s to show that it did not. In any case, 
the site of the castle would not be thrown in casuallv 
without mention. But, judging from his next par~­
graph, Mr. Allcroft ha:;; not exactly mastered the subject 
of charters and chartularies. 



"THE OLD PALACE " AT 
" TEST TARRING. 

BY ARTffCR B. PACKHA:\I. 

IT has eemed advisable to diYide the following notes 
into two portions-the first dealing with such tradi-
tional and documentary evidence as exists concerning 
general events which can be inferentially connected 
with the building; and the second \Yith its architectural 
feature . No attempt is here made to give a complete 
account of the devolution of the manor, such informa-
tion only, as seemed applicable to the building, being 
used. 

I. TRADITIONAL AKD Docul\IE~TARY HISTORY. 

·west Tarring was given to Christchurch, Canterbury, 
by King Athelstan, 'd10 died A.D. 941, and it is probable 
that from an early period the Archbishops had an 
establishment here, of \Vhich thev could a\·ail them-
selves when journeying through ·the county. There 
can be little doubt that the bnilding which forms the 
subject of these notes, represents what remains of that 
e tablishment. Popular tradition has specially associ -
ated with it the name of Thomas a Becket. So far as 
the writer is aware, no other manor-house belonging 
to the ~-heh bishops ha receiYed thi particular distinc-
tion, in the same degree, and it is difficult to account 
for, in this case. It is fairly certain that a manor-
house of some kind existed h"ere in Becket's time, but 
a consideration of the main eYents which occurred 
while he ''"as Primate seems to show that he can have 
had but little leisure during that stormy period even 
for short Yisits to Tarring, much less for such prolonged 
residence as to establish special associations llith the 
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place. From the date when he became Archbishop 
till his death-a matter of eight and a half years or so-
he was apparently only in England for somewhat less 
than two years and a half, and mo t of that time must 
have been occupied with matters requiring his presence 
long distances away from Tarring. 

Undoubtedly he had earlier associations with Sussex. 
As a yout.h he is said to have been much at Pevensey 
Castle. Later, he -vvas Dean of Ha. tings. Dallaway's 
Rape of Chichester states that a dispute about the manor 
of South Mundham had given the first occasion for 
King Henry II. to openly oppose Becket- also that 
Becket .. was "frequently establi hed at Pagharn with a 
large retinue," and that his interference with the 
jurisdiction of Hilary laid the foundation of the feud 
between them.1 Dalla way does not quote any authority 
for the assertion of frequent residence at Pagham. 

There is ome possibility that Becket's association 
with Tarring may have preceded his elevation to the 
Primacy. He had been in the household of Theobald, 
his predecessor, from about 1142 to 1155, being 
Archdeacon of Canterbury- a most lucrative post-
during the latter part of the time,. He is said to have 
been fond of a country life. The writer thinks it not 
improbable that he held the manor of Tarring during 
some part of this time, and even during the seven years 
of his chancellorship which followed. There is a 
tradition of a "menagerie" as one of the buildings at 
Tarring, and that it was "filled with monkeys." On 
Becket's embassy to France in 1159, each of his surnpter 
horses is said to have carried on its back, in addition 
to its packs, a long-tailed ape, in a procession 
which seems to have been a monumental instance of 
medireval ostentation. But with all this there seems 
no direct evidence of residence at Tarring to account 
for the tradition, and even Becket's Sussex biographer, 
Herbert of Bosham, is silent upon the point. 

The building here treated of has no definite archi-
tectural features of a date earlier than the thirteenth 

1 R ape of Chichester (Pal'ochi a l Topography) , pp . 36, 39 . 
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century. It i appropriate, therefore, that from docu-
ments of that period we get the first eYidence which 
can be considered aR really bearing on it hi tory. One 
of the well-known series of letters from Simon de 
Seinliz, the astute steward of Ralph N eYill, bishop of 
Chichester and chancellor of England, inform his 
master that the .. Archbishop- Richard \Yethershed 
(1229- 3±)-will be coming to Sussex in the following 
Lent, and intends to journey from Slindon to Tarring, 
where he ·will stay one night, going on subsequently 
to Preston, "-e t of \Yortbing.2 (Follo-\Y then t.he 
suggestion that an offer to defray the cost of the 
Archbishop's entertainment at Preston would look 
well, and might safely be made, as it 'vould not be 
accepted.) 

These journeyings about the country- absolutely 
neces. ary in those days for the transaction of a large 
amount of busine s of the most Yaried character-
must haYe been a tax on the resource. of the places 
along the route. There seems to have been some sort 
of attempt to limit the number taking part in them-
one writer says to fifty men and hor es.3 But it is 
evident that this number was often exceeded. Not 
only were there the officers and members of the house-
hold, from secretaries down to smiths and scullion , but 
a fairly large numher of attendants were required for 
actual protection at times. Archbishop ":.\Iepham seems 
to have included in his train a caYalcacle of eighty 
horsemen in armour during a Yisit_ation in 1329, which 
proceeded by way of Rochester, Chichester, alisbury, 
Bath and \Vells, etc. Dean Hook peaks of this 
number as being "less than the church allowed." 4 

Perambulations of this kind seem to ha\e taken place 
in winter almost a frequently a in ummer-a fact 
which makes one wonder whether the roads in those 

' S .. -l..C ., Yo!. ITL p . 51. " Lett PrR t o R 11 lph de x e ,·illt·" (RI RB U\\"). In the 
letter refe rred to , the :\rchbishop is not m entioned by name. but from notes 
kindly supplied by }fr .. J. E . Ray. I Ponclude tha t \Ye the rshed is m eant. 

3 Journal of th e B rit ish Archceological A ssociat ion , \ "ol. XX. (Xew RAries ), 
191~, p. lOi. "The Archbishop's ::'IIanors in ussex" (K er o;ha " ·). 

• Hook , Li1·•s of the Archbishops of Can terbury, \"ol. III ., p . 503. 
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times were always so bad as popularly supposed. It 
has been a general practice with Sussex writers to 
insist on the specially bad character of the Sussex 
roads, and from the beginning of the sixteenth century 
there is doubtless justification for this . But although 
by then they had acquired an unenviable notoriety, it 
does not follow that they ·were exceptionally bad in 
the twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. In-
deed, until the Sussex ports became silted up it is un-
likely that the Sussex roads were one whit worse than 
the generality of roads elsewhere (though thi.s is not 
high praise), for the county was one of the chief 
thoroughfares to the continent. 

To return to our subject, it must have been a busy 
scene when one of these ecclesiastical potentates 
arrived at a place, more especially when on a regular 
progress through the country, rather than on a visit 
which might allow of residence at, and. work from, a 
centre. He would be accompanied by his train of 
officials, his bodyguard, and his household staff, with 
sumpter mules bearing the baggage- perhaps some-
times also with carts containing the more bulky sort. 
Hawks and hounds would form part of the train, and 
the spoils of the chase would be useful to provide the 
hungry party with food to eke out the local supplies. 

An agreement between the Earl of Arundel and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury (1274) speaks of the latter 
hunting "with six greyhounds" while journeying to 
and from his manor of Slindon.5 Another part of the 
letter of Simon de Seinliz aboYe referred to, makes it 
clear also that contributions in the way of supplies 
would be forthcoming from bishops and others through 
whose dioceses or lands the Primate passed.6 But with 
all this, local supplies would necessarily have to be 
requisitioned for many things. An officer had always 
to precede the Archbishop to make arrangements. 

5 Eustace, Arundel Borough and Ca .. !le, p. 57 . 
" " As long a s h e (the Aichbish op) staye d at Slindon , he was well supplied 

from your manor~ of Alclingbourne a nd Amberley '' ( " Let te rs t o Ralph d e 
N e ville" ), S.A .C., V ol. III. , p. 51. 
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More especially was this necessary in localitie · where 
supplies were likely to be difficult to obtain. In the 
case of the route lying where the church of Canterbury 
possessed property, arrangement could be more easily 
made. In Sussex, the • ..\.rchbishops' " P eculiar ," as 
their possessions were called, formed a nearly con-
tinuous chain. and aU that was required \las due notice 
in ad ,-ance of an intended visit. 

\Ve get light on the arrangements at Tarring from a 
case which figured in the King's Court in the fifth year 
of Edward I. 7 The record. of this include a recital of 
certain earlier happenings, and from these it is clear 
that the condition. under which the. earlier tenant held, 
were the same as those which were being dealt with at 
the later enquiry . .As the whole matter ha. a distinct 
bearing on the history of our buildina, it may be well 
to describe briefly what had taken place. For the sake 
of greater clearness the events "·ill be placed in their 
proper chronological order. 

It is evident, then, that during the first half of the 
thirteenth century, viz., some time between 1233 and 
12±0, the manor of Tarring was farmed out. The 
tenant, one Goclfrev le \Yalevs, of whom we hear as 
early as 1227,8 held of the. Archbishop Edmund-·-
afterwards canoni eel-under conditions stated to have 
been the same as those under which his grandson held 
aftenYards. These ,-rnre: £18 yearly in money or its 
value, at the option of the Archbishop, who was to be 
free to come there once a year if he " ·ished, on condition 
of giving 40 days' notice, and stay until he had con-
sumed food and other necessaries to that amount, or at 
the four terms, and con. ume a fourth part. The tenant 
was also to keep the men of the manor according to 
their tenures, and as freelv \Yithout vexation or exaction 
as the . ..\.rch bishop kept ·his men of his other manor::;, 
under pain of forfeiture. If he failed in any of the 
conditions the Archbi hop was to be free to resume 
possession of the manor. This particular tenant 
Godfrey, made sundry defaults, and was duly deprived 

' Cal. Pat . R . 127:?- Sl, p. 20+. 8 Cal. Pat. R . 1225- 32 . p. 166. 
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of the manor by Edmund. This prelate had been, 
in his younger days as an Oxford tutor, remarkable 
for his generous nature, frequently accepting no fees 
for tuition from poor scholars, and sometimes getting 
imposed upon, in consequence, by others. Later, too, 
at Salisbury, he seems to have been notoriously un-
businesslike in his ha hits. 9 By the time he became 
Primate, however, he had become convinced of the 
necessity of giving stricter a.ttention to worldly matters. 

His treatment of the defaulting Godfrey cannot be 
said to have been unduly severe. He gave back the 
manor on condition, indeed, that a fine of £80 should 
be paid within four years, and £10 on failing to pay any 
quarter of it; but the £80 was given to Godfrey's four 
daughters as a marriage portion, to be kept at Lewes 
Priory till the said marriages took -place. Godfrey also 
hound himself under penalty of again losing the manor, 
to treat the Archbishop's tenants properly. The aboye 
settlement was duly recorded in a writing dated 5 Ides 
June in the fourth year of Edmund's pontificate (9th 
.June, 1237). 

V\Then the manor had been taken over by Edmund, 
the keys had been handed to "Master Richard de 
vVyke"- afterwards Bishop of Chichester, and eventu-
ally canonised. At this time he was Edmund's 
chancellor. vVhen he subsequently became Bishop of 
Chichester, and the King refused to ratify his election, 
he was to find at Tarring a close friend in the person 
of the then rector, Simon de Terryng, who often 
extended hospitality to him.10 

Edmund, in restoring the manor to Godfrey le vValeys, 
had not included the heirs of the latter in the grant, but 
on the death of Godfrey, at the special pleading of the 
son (also named Godfrey) he took the latter as tenant. 

Apparently Godfrey, junior, profited by his father's 
experience, and escaped forfeiture of his holding. Not 
so, however, his own son Richard. Richard was a 

9 Hook, L ives of the A rchbishops, V ol. III. 
10 S. A .G., Vol. XLIV., p . 192, " Som e N otes on the Life o f Sa in t RiPh a rd of 

Chich este r " (Coope !' ). 
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minor when his father died, in the time of Archbishop 
Boniface. The latter therefore took the manor into hi 
own hands "in the name of a custody," and assigned 
to .Toan, Godfrey's widow (the mother of Richard), a 
third part in dower at a third of the rent, viz., £6. 
\Vh en Richard became of age he was put in . eisin of the 
other two parts of the manor, but eventually he 
followed the ways of bis grandfather rather than of his 
wiser father, the second Godfrey. Richard oppressed 
the manorial tenant , and it is specially noted that 
whereas they were only bound to thresh corn against the 
coming of the Archbishop, he compelled them to do so 
at other time. as well. Events reached a climax when, 
on a visit from the Archbi hop (Kilwardby) Richard 
and his mother failed to expend the proper amount 
of £18, and only laid out a sum which, we are told, 
with a commendable regard for exactitude, amounted 
to £6 17R. 5-id. This niggardly interpretation of his 
liabilities naturally caused dissat,isfaction. The Arch-
bishcp re-entered into possession of the manor, and 
Richard brought an action for wrongful disseisin. In 
the course of the legal proceedings it was claimed by 
the Primate that in allowance of the £18 the tenants 
should have found for him a quarter of wheat for 18d., 
a quarter of oats for Scl., 4 gallons of best ale for ld. , 
" and if it be not the best let the cask be smashed, the 
ale spilt, and ld. or !d. put upon the cask," a fat ox 
carcase for l 6d., a male pig over a year old and of 
reasonable size for Sd., a fat mutton carcase for 4d., 
two fat geese for ld., four fat hen for ld. , 100 eggs for 
l d., and 100 for nothing, dishe , plates, salt cellars, 
cups, ske'>var , firewood, coal, alt, "pychers," daily 
at noon, hay for nothing, and litter likewise for nothing. 
Vv arter11 says the award of the court differed from these 
claims, but this doe not seem to have been the case. 

The Archbishop won the day, after a suit which 
evidently aroused unusual intere t. There were numer-
ous adjournments, and we are told that "all the knights 
and free tenants of ussex were challenged on one side 

11 Parochial Fragments, p. 1 5. 
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or the other, and Richard claimed that jury ought 
not to be taken by any jurors of Kent or Surrey.'' 
There was a final adjournment, and the King was con-
sulted. The verdict went ag&.inst Richard, he forfeiting 
the manor, and also the right of chase in the Arch-
bishop's other manors of South Malling and Mayfield. 
Eventually he was ousted from the manor of Tarring 
altogether, but his mother Joan was allowed to remain 
in possession of her third portion. The incident seems 
to have led to an arrangement by which the King 
intervened and took over the property. The Sheriff 
of Sussex was ordered to go in person and take the 
manor into the King's hand, and to cause the demesne 
lands thereof to be tilled and sown, and to bring back 
any goods alienated.12 

In January, 1289, Archbishop P eckham evidently 
stayed for one night at Tarring, two of his letters being 
dated thence on consecutive days.13 But for some little 
time previous to this, the more prolonged visits of the 
Archbishops to Sussex had been passed either at Malling 
or Slindon, and we hear nothing subsequently of any 
direct connection between the Primates and our build-
ing, or of any special arrangement for accommodating 
the former. The manor passed through the usual 
vicissitudes of church property, being from time to 
tini.e in the hands of the reigning monarch owing to 
vacancies in the Primacy. It was held by tenants whose 
rents were duly accounted for , either to the Archbishop 
or the King, as the case might be. The most note-
worthy occasion on which the manor passed into royal 
hands, occurred towards the end of the fourteenth 
century, when Archbishop Thomas Arundel was im-
peached and subsequently banished. Following this, 
an inquisition was taken at Tarring 23 Oct., 21, Ric. II., 
at which the jurors stated14 that the Archbishop, on the 
day of forfeiture, held "the manor of Terrynge, in which 
manor is a site with garden enclosed, containing three 

12 Gal. F ine Rolls, 1272- 1307, p. H . 
13 R egistrum Epistolarnm J. P eckh am, A1·ch. Cant, 
11 Miscell an eous Inquisitions Chancery File 269. 

M 
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acres, and worth nothing beyond repri als. There are 
there 280 acres of arable land worth .J:d. an acre, sum 
£4 13s. 4d., and pasture for 150 sheep worth yearly 
18d., 30 acres of separate pasture in the parish of 
Horsham15 belonging to said manor, worth yearly 2d. 
an acre, sum 5s. ; 10 acres of meadow worth 12d. an 
acre, sum 10s.; one wood containing 7 acres, worth 
nothing. Rents of assize of free tenants £1-:1:. There 
is a windmill worth yearly 20s.; and divers farm rents 
75s. 7d. " 

The Court Rolls at Lambeth16 sho''" that in 6- 7 
Henry V. the Steward of the Liberty accounted for 
" 10s. of the i sues of a garden in Terryng, co. Sussex, 
in the hands of the lord bv rea on of the minority of the 
son and heir of the lord of Hungerford, who helcl of the 
lord by Knight service the clay he died. " From the 
fact that in the survey tempo Richard IL, a " site "ith 
garden enclo eel " figured as a principal item, it seems 
reasonable to conclude that the garden of which the 
issues were accounted for by the Steward, wa. the ame, 
and that it was probably attached to the manor-house.17 

On the other hand, it would . eem that only the 
" P alace" property, and not the whole of the manor is 
referred to, there being no mention of any income other 
than that from the garden. (In passing, one may 
wonder whether the famous figs contributed to the 10s.) 
Assuming the old Palace to be referred to, it would be 
interesting to be able to trace the particular ' lord of 
Hungerford," who had held by knight sen-ice. At-
tempt to do this, howeYer, haYe been unsuccessful. A 
"Lord Hungirford " held lands in. 'ussex at Fyndon and 
Horsham in 1411.18 No record other than that at 
Lambeth_ seems to exist, of a Hungerford holding at 
vVest Tarring. This lack of confirmatory record is, of 
course, no proof of mu·eliability as regard the one 
extant; similarly scanty reference to a Hungerford 

15 This was at ::lforlpost . 1• R oll 95 (6-7 H enry \ -.). 
17 The a rea-3 ac res- -agrees approxim a te ly " ·ith t hat of th" land immedi-

ate ly surrounding t h!' P a lace, a nd fo rming- t h e m!l in part of the la te r " T a rring 
R ec t o ria ,. manor. 

1s ~·. A.G ., Vol. X ., p. 140 
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holding occurs in the case of a manor in Hampshire; 
but in this case of Tarring there is the further difficulty 
of finding any particular Hungerford who had just 
died at the date in question (1418). This is un-
fortunate, as, for reasons given further on, one is 
disposed to assign much of t he later architectural 
work, to the early years of the fifteenth century. 

The next date which has interest, is that of 1464, 
when (as shown by an original copy of a Court Roll in 
the possession of our member, ,\lr. Ed>vard Sayers) 
John Sutton, R ector of Tarring, held (at H eene) his 
court as lord of the manor of " Teryng Parsonatus" 
(Tarring Parsonage). Now the manor bearing this name 
would presumably be the same as " Tarring R ectoria," 
which was t he title borne in 1539 by the manor for 
which courts were held in the old P alace down to so 
recent a date as 1844. " Tarring Rectoria " would 
seem to have been carved out of t he very much larger 
manor which had previously existed and which had 
included lands at Marlpost, Horsham. There is clear 
proof, however, that the Archbishops continued to 
hold the larger area right down to 4 and 5 Philip and 
Mary.19 After this it passed into royal hands, Queen 
Elizabeth being apparently the first monarch to own it. 
"Tarring Rectoria " comprised only the old Palace, 
the grounds surrounding it (containing about two acres 
and a half) and some land on the eastern side of H eene. 
It is not clear why John Sutton's court was not held in 
the old Palace, but apparently for some reason that 
building was not at that time available. It eventually, 
however, became the Rectory (probably at the end of 
the fifteenth or the beginning of the sixteenth century), 
and, as already stated, the manorial courts were held 
there. 

It is unnecessary to follow in detail the subsequent 
'" Court Rolls 1Jj Aldwick (including Taning and :\farlpost.). Roll 186, 

Lambeth (4--6 Ph . and Mary ), " Elizab th P y lfol.-! e . .. held .. . a m esuage 
and land .. . in Marelposte , wh\lreby a h eriot. fall . clue t o the lord " This 
seems to dispose of t he assertion in Elwes (Castles, Manors, and Man.Yions of 
W est Sussex ) that Cranmer exchanged the manor for other property wit h 
Henry VIII {p: :?31). 



PO~ll 

BErORE 1250 . 

LAT[ 13'" CY ~ ' ' 
EARLY 14'" ·· ' ' 

' I 

[J c ' 15lh ,, 

16tl' " l_J 
I 

POST-161" D : 'v 

11;l 
11 A L L 

GR,OVND FLOOK_ PLAN. 

:FIG, l . 



"THE OLD PALACE" AT WEST TARRI~G 151 

fortunes of the building. In the early years of the 
nineteenth century it was partly occupied by cottagers. 
A local guide-book of 1805 says characteristically: 
" The Archbishop of Canterbury, it is said, had formerly 
a Palace at Tarring, where he occasionally resided. 
The remains of the Kitchen are now inhabited by 
labouring people, who would be thankful for the crumbs 
that fell from his Grace's table. Such are the vicissi-
tudes of this transitory life." 

The building was afterwards used as a day school 
till superseded by the more modern erection close by. 
It now serves sundry useful purposes in connection with 
church activities. 

II. ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY. 

vVarter, in his Parochial Fragments, seems to imply a 
doubt as to the existing building representing the 
principal manor-house; but in this respect the persistent 
nature of the Becket legend seems conclusive, especially 
when taken in conjunction with indications which 
exist, tending to show that v;rhat remains is part only, 
of a much larger establishment. Before describing the 
main building, I will deal briefly with these indications. 

Commencing on the east side of the main block there 
are, in the back yard between the " solar" and the 
modern outbuildings some fragments of walling running 
south from the present scullery (see Figs. l and 2). 
These are not parallel with the main building, but 
range themselves so as to lie approximately at right 
angles to the north boundary of a building just east of 
the Scullery- a north boundary whose line, cutting 
away at this angle, seems difficult to account for, 
unless it follows an older boundary of a definite kind, 
and probably a building-hence the right angle. The 
two pieces of ·walling side by side, suggest the sub-
structure of an external stair, of stone. It is possible, 
therefore, that here there may have existed an out-
building which has now vanished, though it would 
have lain awkwardly for any connection with the main 
.building. Many medireval buildings exist, however, 
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the component parts of which follow a no less way-
ward arrangement (or want of it) . There is no definite 
proof of these walls having been other than garden 
walls, though, as will be seen later, there is reason to 
believe that on this side at one time lay further 
portions of the manor-house. 

Passing round now to the south side of the solar 
there is another fragment of walling projecting from 
near the south-east angle. Rouse's view (circa 1820) 
shows at this part, a garden wall running up to the 
building, with a gate in it a little further south. 
Grimm's view, which is earlier, being dated 1781, shows 
the fragment of wall much as now (Fig. 3b). There 
are no indications on the main structure of any roofs 
of ancient buildings on this side, and it is probable that 
this fragment was never anything more important than 
a garden wall. 

At a short distance south from t.he main block is the 
modern school. This lies along the north side of a 
garden, in which, adjoining the school building, is 
situated a dovecote- a square erection with tiled roof, 
hipped all round from the eaves-line, but rising at the 
apex into a short ridge with the usual two gablets. 
The "issues of dovecotes and gardens" sold in the 
manors of South Malling and Tarring are referred to 
in 1313- 14, when the See of Canterbury was vacant 
by the death of Robert de Winchelsea. (In passing, 
it may be remarked that some evidence of the duality 
of the manor may be noted in the fact that there was 
formerly another dovecote at Tarring, close to the 
churchyard; old views show this, and Mr. Edward 
Sayers has a sketch of it taken by himself. It seems 
to have resembled the one still remaining to the south 
of the school). 

Coming now to the west side of the main buildings, 
there are, projecting from the west end of the hall, two 
buttress-like pieces of walling (Fig. 15). Here we have 
definite evidence of the former existence of an additional 
building, for the opening in the west wall of the hall 
(now a window) was formerly a doorway which opened 
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back westwards- that is to say, the vanished building 
formed the inner side of the doonrny, and on the hall 
side was fashioned the narrmrnr opening which pro-
vided the rebate against which the door shut. This 
was the usual treatment for doors in this position. The 
door-hooks remain, outside. 

The north projection of the t\YO above referred to 
comes practically in a line with a piece of old \Yall now 
forming the north side of the school playground (see 
Site plan, Fig. 2). These walls include early worked 
stones built in at random, and must, therefore, be 
grouped with the later \rnrk. 

This playground area formed, many years ago, a 
garden u. ·ed by the Rector. ::\Ir. Sayers says that 
sixty or seventy years back an abnormally dry summer 
would produce here, distinct signs of foundations. One 
of the Rectors had \\·ished to have the.se removed to 
improve the garden. He de isted after interviewing 

. the local smith, a functionary from whom he found 
himself constantly receiving bills. The smith explained 
that these were for sharpening tools spoilt by the work-
men in attempting to cope with the stubborn rubble 
of the foundation . 

The "Brew house" and the "~fenagerie" \Yere, 
according to tradition, located on the site of some old 
cottages now super eded by the Reading Room, north 
of the playground. 

The Pict'llre of Trorthing (1 05) already quoted from, 
.,,dys, "A considerable wall, nearly ten feet high, built 
of split flints, and in a high state of preservation, i 
shown as part of the Episcopal kitchen garden. Indeed, 
from its construction it bears evident marks of antiquity 
somewhat resembling ::\Ierton Abbey, in 'urrey." J\1r. 
Sayers, who remembers the \Yall in que tion, adds that 
it had a tiled weathering on top, and that it ran from 
the garden (now the playground) do-vn1 the street front 
towards the present Rectory, and had a wooden gate 
and frame in it, leading into the garden. \Yhile on the 
subject of walls, we may note, in passing, those shown 
in Shaw's view of 1791 (Fig. 8a). These apparently 
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extended out to where is now the modern Glebe Road, 
and they have completely disappeared. 

A gatehouse is alluded to in documents of the early 
part of the sixteenth century. One assumes that it. 
posi.tion must, of course, have been on, or near, the 
old main road. Immediately north of the Palace 
is now what is known as Glebe Road- but this \.vas 
formed only a few years back. It has sometimes been 
suggested that the picturesque old timber houses further 
up the street, may have had some connection with the 
Palace. They formerly bore the name of Parsonage 
Row, and there is one old reference to them as "Parson-
age Rents." This seems to imply former possession by 
the church (the Palace itself i. called "Tarring Parson-
age" in Shaw's view, and also in Grimm's) . The 
suggestion is that the Palace gateway was where these 
houses stand. In Yorkshire "Rents" sometimes 
equates with "'Vent," which "is equivalent to the 
Latin ailgiportils, and was a vent or exit leading to the 
public street, to the gates, or the ·walls . " 20 

This may conclude our inspection of the surrounding 
of the Palace, and we may note that there seems no 
definitely traceable evidence now of any grouping of the 
buildings round a courtyard- that familiar medireval 
arrangement. The remains of the building comprise 
what must always have been its most important 
part. 

20 Addy, E "clution of the E nglish H ouse, pp . 98- 99 . 
Since the abo ,·e was wri t ten , :\Ir. Sayers ha" fu rnished m e wi th the follow -

ing ex trac ts from the Court R olls of the :'IIan or of T arring Rectory. and 
info1ms m e that t h e t enem ents refer red t o can be quite clear!) iden ti fied a 
forming p a rt of the olcl t imber row :-

A.D . 1751. "All tha t t enem en t or building called the Parsonage 
Ga tes.'' 

A.D . 1821. " Tenem ent pa1·t o f Lhe Parsonage R ow abutt ing to a 
clo5e cailcd the Parsonage Gate and the gate. 
room of the R ectory towards the west. · 

There is n othing, a t present. to indicate a gateway at the buil d ings in 
questi on . The nearest approach to any feature suggesti,-e of such, consists 
ot the la rge cun·ed brackets ca rrying the ra,·es of the m a in roof ac1oss a 
recessed porti on of the front-but this is, of course. a fea ture present in 
countless examples of the p eriod , where n o suggesti on of a gateway is, or 
can be, m ade. 
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The alleged "Brewhouse" and "Menagerie " do not 
appear to have possessed any specially mediooval 
characteristics. A further word should be said as to 
the old views of the still-existing main block. The 
earliest is that by Grimm showing the structure from 
the south side-dated 1781. Another view by Shaw, 
dated 1791, shows the north side (see Fig. 3, a and b ). A 
third, by Rouse (about 1820), shows the south and west 
sides. Nibbs Antiquities of Sussex (1874) includes a 
similar view, with the additional feature of a loophole 
over the south hall door. There i not the slightest 
reason to believe that this loophole ever existed, but 
probably the artist thought it improved the picture. 
These views show that the manor-house has remained 
substantially unchanged for the last 140 years. The 
north porch was added after 1791, and since then the 
north yard walls have vanished. Two chimneys are 
shown instead of one, in these early views, and the 
bell-cote on the west gable did not then exist. The 
eighteenth century views show the lower portions of 
the upper "solar " windows built up, as they must have 
been for reasons explained further on. Other differences 
may probably be ascribed rather to short-comings on 
the part of the artists rather than to alterations in the 
building. 

Having thus far cleared the ground, we may proceed 
to examine the building more in detail. It is quite 
evidently an example of the usual "hall and solar" 
type. The hall lies east and west- the solar north and 
south at the east end of the hall. The solar or chamber 
was on the upper floor, and built over a low ground-
fioor or cellar; it was approached from the hall by a 
stair situated in what is now a porch only, at the south-
east angle of the hall. 

So far the general arrangement of the building is 
clear; but there remain some few points sufficiently 
obscure to lend a zest to more detailed investigation. 
Superficially it may be said that the "solar" part of the 
structure is Early English, with fifteenth century 
windows inserted, and that the hall i fifteenth century. 
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There are reasons, however, for modifying this generali-
sation. The Caen stone used at the west angle quoins 
of the hall and elsewhere, and the numerous worked 
fragments of it re-used in what is evidently later ·work, 
suggests that there was much more than the solar in 
existence before 1325. It may here be said generally 
though, that so much of the early stonework has been 
re-used, that its presence at any part is no safe indica-
tion alone as to date. 

But though the solar portion was probably not the 
only fairly early piece of building here, it seems likely 
that it represents the earliest. The thirteenth century 
manor-house close to the churchyard at Crowhurst 
(near Hastings) seems to have consisted mainly of two 
floors-a vaulted cellar below, and a main chamber 
above. I think it likely that the solar portion of the 
building at Tarring was a similarly simple erection, 
and that for a while it stood alone. Let us examine it 
more minutely. At present it forms a fine room about 
39 feet by 18 feet, and 20 feet in height, having a flat 
ceiling divided by '.vooden ribs. At the level of the 
upper window sills there is a set-off in the wall-plaster, 
and some stone corbels, indicating a former floor. 
There is a modern fireplace and chimney-breast on the 
west side of the room. The indications of a floor just 
mentioned are misleading. The floor at that level 
was not the original one. I cannot say when it super-
seded the earlier one. All this part seems to have been 
at one time divided up for cottagers to live in, and later, 
the rooms were used by the teachers of the school held 
in the building. A stair in the north-east corner of the 
hall led to the upper rooms of the solar portion through 
an opening in the west wall (the hall side) now built up. 

It is evident that the original ground storey was of 
low pitch compared with the solar above it. This is 
proved by the fact that all the old openings from it-
viz., the door to the hall, that to the present pantry, and 
the cupboard north of fireplace- are arched at no great 
height above the floor-level, and that the line suggested 
by these arches coincides with the sill levels of the two 
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doorways at the south end of the upper chamber, to be 
dealt with presently. This lower floor-level, too, would 
leave the upper windows at a normal height above it. 
(The later floor at the higher level necessitated building 
up the lower portions of the upper windows because 
otherwise the glass-line reached the floor-level-this 
walling-up is shown in the old views as already 
mentioned.) When the later floor was inserted, it is 
eviclent that a set-off which existed in the walls at the 
original lower floor-level, was carried on up to the new 
floor-level, and the whole plastered over. 

The fireplace and chimney-breast, as already stated, 
are modern. There was another in the centre of the 
building, and all old views show two distinct chimneys 
above the roof instead of the present single stack which 
now includes the flue of the modern fireplace here, and 
that of the sixteenth century fireplace at the east end 
of the hall. 

The north and east ground floor windows are com-
paratively modern, and there was formerly another at 
the south end; this last is now built up, and the inside 
recess made into a cupboard. The north and south 
lower windows · are shown in the eighteenth century 
views. The Scullery also figures on the eighteenth 
century north view, and the pantry may have been 
built by then also. The door to scullery formed no 
part of the original mediooval erection, but the present 
pantry doorway may have been an external door to 
the ground storey, though its eastern case has been 
altered. 

The cupboard north of fireplace, on the hall side, is 
interesting. It is pointed out as having been a serving 
hatch where the Archbishop (Becket, of course-it is 
impossible to escape him) had his meals handed through 
to him from what was then the kitchen. The reasons 
for rejecting this theory may be given thus: Although 
the position of the kitchen in a mediooval building 
cannot always be reckoned on with absolute certainty, 
it would be most unusual to find it placed behind and 
close to, the "dais" end of the hall and under the 
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solar. 1\Iedire,·al kitchens "·ere generally of great 
height-this low cellar would haYe been quite 

un uitable for such a 
purpose. The shelf of 
the opening i · too low-
including the modern 
"\rnoden floor of the cup-
board, the height is but 
1 foot lU inches above 
the floor. - (The present 
floor, here of wood blocks, 
may po ibly be a little 
higher than the original, 
but indication · in the 
way of chamfer-stops, 
moulded plinth ·, etc., 
at the doorways, rather 
point to the pre ent leYel 
as being not Yery different 
from the original one.) 
The openina play· in-
wards raµidly from 3 
feet 6 inche wide, till at 
l 9t inche back, it is 
but 16i inche::; wide-too 
narro":-, one may confi-
dentlv assume, for the 
pas age of ome of the 
-n·eird productions of 
medireYal cookery. It is, 
I think. eYident that the No;:mi 

WTNDOW 
OF.50UIR 
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kitchen hatchway theory 
has originated merely 
from the more modern 

iJUIT1 kitchen, " ·hich I believe 
-...: icas here. On th other 

hand, the alleged hatch-
wav bears a. trona resem-
bla-nce to just the kind of 
narrow loop or lancet that 
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'vould have been employed to light such a lower storey 
or cellar as existed here. Allowing for the usual 
thickness of stone dressing on the west side of the wall 
thickness, the continuation 
of the internal splays would 
give a narrow light of 6 or 7 
inches only. If t his is what 
existed here, it implies the 
non-existence of the hall 
'drnn this part of the build-
ing was firs-t erected. The 
opening on the hall side is 
built up and the sixteenth 
century chimney breast 
partly overlaps its position. 
It is probable that the only 
light in the original ground 
storey below the solar con-
sisted in a few other pre-
cisely similar narrow loops 
with 'vide internal splays 
to diffuse the small amount 
of light admitted. 

The probability that the 
hall was not in existence so 
early as the solar is borne 
out by some other indica-
tions. These concern the 
upper cha:11ber or solar it-
self. It wa originally lighted 
by what wereprobablytwo-
light lancet ·windows in the 
north and south gables 

0 3 6 9 12 
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/.nckes . 
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with single segment rere-arches. The internal angle-
shafts of the latter remain, in both cases, but the 
lancets have given way to later transomed lights with 
cinque-foil cusping in the heads. The slender angle-
shafts all have the "water-bearing" base-moulding, 
and the typical Early English foliage carved on the 
caps. Those to the north window have circular abaci 
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while the square abacus is used for the south window 
shafts. The plinths to bases are also square in the 
latter case; tho eat north window are cut to the window 
splay, and show very clearly the way in which the main 
part of the splay wa altered and flattened when the 
later windo"·s ·were inserted. Probably none of this 
E .E . work· is later than A. D. 1250, wl1ereas the part 
forming the site of the staircase which connected 
the solar with the hall is probably at lea t 50 years 
later. 

The fifteenth century "\Yindows inserted within the 
thirteenth century openings of these north and south 
gables are of the . ame design as the hall "\Yindows, and 
were evidently put in at the same time. There is 
another on the east side of the solar, but in that in-
stance there are no indication · of a thirteenth century 
predecessor. · 

There can be little doubt that the solar was open up 
to the roof timbers originally. At some time or other, 
probably between the fifteenth century and the end of 
the seYenteenth, the roof has been re-modelled. The 
old rafters (laid the flat way as originally) ha Ye been re-
used, and there is no ridge-piece. The tie-beams are 
level on their undersides, and they upport ceiling-
j oists running north and south. There are two vertical 
side-struts or queen-posts on each tie-beam, but no 
principal rafters over and the queen-posts do not 
directly support the purlins, the latter being carried 
by the collars a little higher up. The original roof-
timber. haYe evidently been worked in, wherever 
po sible, and there is a plenitude of mortice-holes 
everywhere, so evidently in unnecessary place , as to 
defy any attempt to reconstruct the original design-
with one exception. This is in the top of the centre of 
one of the tie-beams-the second from the south end-
which is eYidentlv one of the earlier timbers; it 
differs from the re~st in being considerably cambered. 
The mortice obviously indicates a vanished king-post . 
It may be inferred, therefore, that the framing took 
the familiar form of which there are other instances 
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in this part of the county21- viz., a cambered tie-
beam supporting a king-post, which in its turn would 
(stopping short of the apex of the roof) support a 
collar-purlin running the length of the building; 
across on the collar-purlin would 
rest the collars connecting each 
pair of rafters. Curved braces in 
the direction of the collar-purlin 
(and perhaps also in the direction 
of each side rafter) would spring 
from the king-posts. There may 
also have been curved brackets 
from the walls to support the 
undersides of the tie-beams, but 
over the comparatively narrow 
span of the solar these may not 
have been necessary. The tie- • 
beam with the king-post mortice 
in its top can, perhaps, be more 
safelv taken as a relic of the 
fifteenth century than of any ~~~:?°R 
earlier period, for it is evident or SOLAR. · 
that the whole building underwent 
considerable alteration then. The 
roof covering was, and is, of 
Horsham stone, with some tiling 
near the ridge. 

e may now return to the 
earlier periods. 'Vith the excep-

I I I I 
Feet-. 

FIG. 8. 

I ' 

t.ion of the roof framing, and the fifteenth century 
windows, the solar building so far described may be 
pictured as standing alone up to nearly the end of the 
thirteenth century. Perhaps even the thirteenth 
century roof was not very different from the fifteenth 
century one described above, except for being sharper 
in pitch. Ve have no means of knowing, positively, 
where the original door and necessary approach 
steps to the upper room, were situated. There are 

21 At Old Erringham; at the " :\1a rlipins," h oreh am; a fine barn roof 
existing till a year or two ago at Southwick. etc., etc. 



~Photo by Jr . Pm111dl, H ore. 

FIG . 9. E.\ST E::\D . 



"THE OLD PALACE" AT WEST TARRING 167 

remains of a doorway showing on the exterior of 
the east wall at its north end. These remains 
are partly hidden by the scullery roof (Fig. 8). It is 
not improbable that the original entrance was here, but 
it is the merest guess. (It 
may here be remarked that 
the plaster and the match-
boarded dados to the whole 
of the interior of the building 
render it impossible to gain a 
good bit of information that 
would be very valuable.) 

At the end of the thirteenth 
century, or beginning of the 
14th, further developments 
were embarked upon. Two 
doorways were opened at the 
south end of the solar- one 
in the east wall and one in the 
west. There may have been 
a passage from one to the 
other. A break in the line of 
the plaster face is the only 
internal indication of these 
doorways now, but both are 
clearly to be seen on the outer 
sides of the walls. One is 
visible close to the angle of 
the building in Fig. 9. Over 

FIG. 10. 

and beside it the walling shows traces of a narrow 
wooden roof truss (Figs. 9 and 10). Apparently what-
ever erection existed here was of timber only, there 
being no indication of (or indeed room for) a stone 
wall between the truss and the angle. The erection 
may have been an external porch conducting to steps 
leading clown into a garden. It may have been a timber 
gallery leading out level to another building further 
east (see page 151, ante.)-or it may even have been 
a small chapel or oratory. Below this door the main 
wall seems to have been disturbed, the appearance 
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rather suggesting that another opening from the cellar 
ran under the porch or gallery referred to, and was 
afterwards built up. 

·while on this side of the building attention may be 
called to some stonework in the walls further north; it 
can be seen in Fig. 9, between the blocked south-east 
door and the projecting pantry further along. Frankly, 
I can make nothing of it. The vertical portions look 
rather like the quoins frequently found in medimval 
walls where another wall or other projection starts off 
at right-angles. It is just possible that there was a 
fireplace in the solar on this side, and I fancy a narrower 
disturbance of the wall above, up to the eaves, can be 
detected, and may be where the flue rose through the 
said eaves. 

The doorway in the west wall of the solar can be seen, 
in what is now a porch at the south-east angle of the hall 
(see Fig. 11 ). This porch has contained a staircase 
leading up from the hall to the solar. (What is now 
the external door of the porch was apparently only 
made in the sixteenth century, though much older 
stones were used for its jambs.) Two loop-holes at 
different levels, and a narrow, arched, south window 
with external "wave" moulding, served to light the 
stairs. The steps were probably formed of oak blocks, 
as there seems no indication of any ends of stone ones 
being built into the walling, so far as can be ascertained 
from an examination through a hole in the de-
fective modern matchboarding. There must have been 
"winders" to enable the requisite height to be reached 
in the amount of "going" which was at command, after 
allowing the stair-foot door (to hall) sufficient room to 
open. There is a moulded stop to the chamfer of stair-
foot door on the hall side. All this stair.way, with the 
doorways at top and bottom, and the enclosing walls, 
etc., but not, the external doorway, may be ascribed to 
the late thirteenth or early fourteenth century. 
Apparently the hall, in its original form, must have 
been added at this period. The thicker wall through 
which the doorway from the hall passes to the stairs 
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>vas part of the necessarily more ubstantial construc-
tion of the hall. Just north of the door which was at 
the stair-head, one of the rafters of the roof has a series 
of mortice holes in its offit, alternated along near the 
two edges respectively. These suggest that a vertical 
timber (or timber and plaster) bulkhead enclosed the 
upper space further north towards the hall. There is 
no indication as to how far down from the roof this 
bulkhead came, but it must, of course, have left 
sufficient height below it to afford headway to persons 
using the stairs. Further, there is no means of knowing 
whether the ceiling at its base was horizontal, or followed 
the slope of the bottom stairs. In any case there 
remains the question whether the mortised rafter is in 
its original (fifteenth century) position, but there is 
nothing inherently improbable in the bulkhead theory. 
In fact, there almost seems a call for some means of 
shutting off the awkward space above the wall-plate 
which carries the hall rafters at the north end of the stair 
lobby. These rafters originally rested on a plate still 
lower than the existing one, thus increasing the size 
of the gap above them. The original roof of staircase 
also descended to a lower wall-plate- probably level 
with that of the original hall (see later) . 

Let us now pass into the hall. It is about 15 feet 
3 inches in height to the flat ceiling, and has a length 
of about 39 feet and a width of 25. There are reasons 
(given further on) for believing that it was slightly nar-
rower when originally built, and was not quite so high 
to the wall-plate level. Apparently the south wall is the 
original one in the main- this would seem to be proved 
by the early character of the door to stairs at its east 
end. In the centre of the east wall is a fireplace, erected 
in the sixteenth century. There are no indications of a 
"dais" (there is a modern wood floor). No indications 
remain either of the original hall windows. The 
present windows and the three doors at west end are 
seemingly of early fifteenth century date (say 1400- 20). 
Work of this kind is difficult to place with certitude, 
but the mouldings are of the bolder kind found early 
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in the Perpendicular style. The arches of the doors, 
too, are not contained within the square label so 
characteristic of the later samples of the style, and have, 
superficially, more of a fourteenth than a fifteenth 
century look about them, being drop arches- not four-
centred ones. The heads of the windows are almost 
identical with one which Mr. P. lVI. Johnston restored 
on paper from a fragment found built in at Poling 
Preceptory, and ascribed to the early 15th century.22 

The windows retain their external iron grids, and all 
their internal shutter hooks, but the depth of the 
stone jambs and mullions seems to indicate that they 
were also glazed from the first. The present diamond-
shaped panes are, in the upper lights, in alternate rows 
of blue and colourless glass . I imagine this may be 
eighteenth century glazing. The general description 
of these windows applies also, with but one or two small 
modifications, to those in the solar, previously referred 
to. Thev are evidentlv all of one date. 

The hall has what were originally three doorwayr:, at 
the west end-one in the north wall, one in t he south, 
and one in the west. The two latter have been con-
vert ed into windows. The north door leads in from 
the modern porch, and has a modern door and frame 
built in it. It also, however, happily still retains 
its original door laid open back against the west wall, 
and no longer used, but remaining a fine and sturdy 
specimen of medireval carpentry and smith's work 
(Fig. 13). The holes for the locking-bar remain. 
There can be practically no doubt that the usual 
"screens" existed, at this west end of the hall, forming 
a passage between the north and south doors. An 
irregular mark in the plaster above dado on north wall, 
and about 2 feet east of the door, may possibly be an 
indication of the point at which the screen met this 
wall. There is no indication, either inside or outside, 
of the usual three doors conducting to buttery, pantry, 
a.nd kitchen. Sometimes, in lieu of this arrangement, 
one door only was formed in the hall wall, but it led 

"S.A .C., Vol. LXII., p. 103. 
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into a passage from which the buttery and pantry 
could be entered. This may have been the case here. 
The single west door which exists i · a somewhat doubt-
ful looking specimen. It moulding on the hall side 
resembles that of the sixteenth century chimney-piece 

T 
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door 

FIG. 14. 

at the other end of the room, but it has 
a drop-arch. It outer jambs are built 
up with thirteenth or fourteenth century 
stonework, including one p iece of delicate 
arch moulding, \Yhile the flattened lintel 
(of remarkably green sandstone) looks 
more like that of the sixteenth century 
door to what was originally the starr 
enclosure, alreadv dealt with. 

::.\Io t of the fifteenth century. ·tonework 
throughout the building is sandstone of 
a more or less greenish hue, and ha,; 
crumbled badly where the weather has 
got at it. The early stonework is mo tly 
Caen. Hard chalk is also employed 

in some places. The main walls are of chalk and 
flint rubble, and retain externallv some of the 
old plaster on surface. There are tiles in the walls 
here and there-like those of medireval fireplace backs. 

The hall would originally, of course, have been open 
to the roof-at present there is a flat ceiling. An 
inspection of the roof timbers sho\YS that what has been 
said about the roof of the solar applies here also with 
but little variation. This was remodelled at the same 
date as the othei', and in a very . imilar way, the 
original king-post roof giving place to a queen-post 
arrangement. 

The hall roof, being of greater span, has two purlins. 
Many of the re-used rafters are blackened, e,~idently 
from the effects of the former central hall fire. None 
of the original tie-beams can be found, but the exi ·tence 
of the usual medireval king-post form of roof is to be 
inferred from the mi sing pla ·ter on the inside of the 
west gable, where the end post and trus · evidently 
lay close to the wall. Along over the exi. ting ceiling 
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line, too, is a stain on the plaster south of the king-post 
mark, which may possibly be connected with the 
cambered tie-beam. 

A further interest attaches to the plaster inside this 
gable wall in that it sho>vs distinct traces of another 
roof in ide of, and not central with, the existing one. 
(The vanished king-post roof just mentioned was of the 
same span as the present, and the king-post central 
with the present.) The inner roof-mark referred to, 
coincides with indications on the outside of the 
west gable (see Fig. 15). Those indications have 
usually been taken as signs of the roof-shape of the 
former building west of the hall. This seems to be an 
error. The marks are not built -in "weatherings" 
such as would usually be found over a roof butting 
against a higher wall. They are, in fact, mere stoppings 
of the crack where the hall gable was altered and raised. 
Obviously another roof merely butting against the west 
side of the hall gable would not have given any indica-
tions i'.nside the gable, such as plainly exist. The earlier 
roof thus shown to have existed must have been that 
over the hall when the latter was first erected. Con-
tinuing the line of its slope (which was steeper than the 
present,) downwards to intersect with the present south 
wall of the hall we get a lower eaves-line than that of 
the present hall. For the reasons already given, the 
present south wall must be on the original line, and 
in fact must be partly the original wall. On this side, 
then, we have a fixed limit. Taking the position of the 
apex of the early roof (south of the present centre) as 
the centre of the early hall, we find that the fifteenth 
centurv north wall has been built further north than 
the or{ginal line (Fig. 5 ). The difference shows that 
only ahout 32 inches greater width (the thickness of 
the wall) was thus gained; possibly it was considered 
undesirable to interfere with the north-west angle of 
the solar where the walls and roof had to join. (This 
consideration may also have operated when the original 
north wall was built. The fact that the latter was not 
made to line with the north wall of the solar- though 
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so near it--seems, I think, to strengthen the theory 
that the hall was, even at its first building, a later 
erection than the solar.) The original north wall may 
have developed defects which resulted in the decision 
to remove it. At all events the south wall received 
additional support at this time by the erection of 
buttresses. These are in "snapped" or "knapped" 
flintwork, and in the main are not bonded into the 
original walls, but only erected against them. The 
angle of the staircase was also strengthened by a 
buttress, and there is another against the south wall 
of the solar. 

One of the buttresses- that to the east of the hall 
door- has on it what looks something like a dial, 
scratched into the stone - which in this situation, may 
have indicated a meal-time. 

Thus remodelled, strengthened structurally, and 
brought into the prevalent architectural convention, 
we may conclude that the building remained, without 
material change, till the commencement of the sixteenth 
century Under date 20- 21 Henry VII. (1505- 6) the 
Tarring accounts at Lambeth Palace Library contain 
the following:-

For taking down stone of gatehouse 
Ditto timber of same 
Item. To t he carpenter for making of new work, and 

laying in new timber in the old work , and 
the making of the buttery, and eight 
window-pieces with a stair 

To the " Stonehelyar " 
For the mending of the "gervar " .. 
F or 3 quarters of lime 
For caITying same 
For fetching 4 loads of square timber and 7 

loads of other timber from the Maryllpost 
carried every load 20d. . . 

To John l\1echell for carrying, etc., for 
timber, etc., etc., nails and so forth 

6d. 
17s. 

14s. 5d. 
lls. 6d. 

6d. 
4s. Sd. 

ld . 

13s. 4d. 

Total 116s. 9d. 
The "stone of ·gatehouse" was, no doubt, the Hor-

sham roofing stone, which other accounts at Lambeth 
show to have been used at Tarring. The timber in 
these accounts was always brought from Marlpost, near . 
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Horsham, which place seems, indeed, to have been 
held mainly for this purpose. I am disposed to think 
the whole building underwent modification at this 
time to fit it more for use as a rectory. Unless, 
indeE"d, all the above item are to be taken as 
applying only to the gate-house, the "eight window-
pieces," the new "buttery" and the "stair" seem 
to imply this, and the last may point to the stair-
case in the porch being snperseded by a fresh one 
elsewhere-possibly leading up in the north-east corner 
of the hall, where one certainly existed within living 
memory. The door to the south-east porch looks, 
judging by the stone lintels, as though it might have 
been formed at this period, though the other stones 
are much older. A door.rny could not haYe been here, 
of course, while the stairs were still in exi. tence. The 
hall fireplace may date from about this time, though it 
looks later, and it is not possible to ay definitely \Yhat 
other changes may haYe been made. The general 
period for remodelling such buildings of the medireval 
period as were still standing \rns ner.rer to the middle 
of the sixteenth century.when many old halls previously 
open to the roofs were divided by floors into two storeys, 
fire-places introduced into them, etc., etc. 

The only information which I ha,·e been able to 
obtain as to what happened to the building after the 
sixteenth century, is furnished in the few passing 
references made for the sake of comparison in \Yhat is 
written aboYe. In quite modern times the chimney-
stack has been re-built in its upper part. Some of the 
Horsham stone roofing, haYing become hopeles ly bad, 
has been replaced by tiles. The west gable bell-cote 
is modern. Various changes haYe been made from 
time to time in the boundarie. to the school-ground. 

To sum up the principal earlier changes, they may 
be thus expressed. 
1. Before 1250. Solar building only. Low cellar be-

low, and higher chamber aboYe. 
Acee , · by ...., external stairs (exact 
situation of these doubtful). 
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2. 1290-1315. Hall added, with staircase connect-
ing from same up to solar. 

3. 1400-1420. New door, windows, and buttresses 
put to south hall wall. North wall to 
hall with windows and doors rebuilt 
further north. Hall, staircase, and 
perhaps solar, re-roofed. New win-
dows to solar. 

4. 1505 & later. Stairs to solar at south-east corner of 
hall abolished and space converted 
into porch. Fireplace in hall built. 
Roofs to hall and solar remodelled. 
Flat ceilings possibly introduced simi-
lar to present. 

In conclusion, I have to acknowledge my indebted-
ness to Mr. W. D. Peckham and to Mr. 0. H. Leeirny 
for very helpful suggestions- to Mr. Edward Sayers 
for much kind help and information concerning the 
manor and local matters generally- and, finally, to the 
Rector, the Rev. Chas. Lee, for the freedom of access 
to the building, allowed to me for a lengthy period. 

0 



Cm'PIN CHALICE AND PA'l'EN FOUND A'l' BAST DEAN . 



A COFFIN CHALICE AND PATEN. 
BY REV. A. A. EVANS. 

BUT few mortuary or coffin chalices and patens have 
~ome to light in Sussex. Doubtless many exist buried 

·in ancient churchyards and churches with the bones of 
priests of Jong ago, but in the exhaustive account of 
Sussex Church plate, which Mr. Couchman has given 
in Vols. LUI., LIV. and LV. of the Collections, only 
three are mentioned, all taken from graves in Chichester 
Cathedral of early bishops. Of these sets of funerary 
vessels, two are of silver, and belong to the thirteenth 
century, and one, which is possibly of late twelfth 
century date, of pewter. 

At East Dean-that of East Sus ex-during the 
summer of 1882, some workmen engaged in restoring 
the church disturbed the grave of a pre-Reformation 
priest, just outside the chancel at its north-east corner, 
and unearthed from among his bones a pewter chalice 
and paten of early design. It pa sed from the then 
vicar into the possession of Major F. J. Maitland, of 
Friston Place. Recently he has given it back to 
myself as vicar of the parish, on condition, a quite 
proper one, that it is housed in a glass case and 
exhibited to the many visitors who find their way over 
the Downs and visit the ancient church. With the 
chalice and paten i also given back, for the same 
purpose, a key found in Friston churchyard of mediffival 
date and unusual design. 

The Keeper of the Medireval Department at the 
British Museum gives the date of the chalice (and 
paten) as between 1200 and 1250 A.D. It has the 
characteristics of type A in ~Ir. St. John Hope's 
differentiation of ancient chalices, i.e. a round foot, 
spherical knot on stem, and bowl broad and shallovv. 
It is all of one piece, and the measurements of the 
chalice are : height, 4 inches; width of bowl, 3£ inches; 
depth of bowl, 1 i inches; width of foot, 3! inches. The 
bowl has a quasi lip. Diameter of paten, 4 l-16 inches; 
depth, t inch. 



INVENTORY OF PAROCHIAL 
DOCUMENTS, &c. 

THE PARI 'H OF ST. GILE , HOR 'TED KEl""NES. 

Compiled by C. Hco u CHAL:IIERS and A. R. lOUNG. 

PARISH REGISTERS. 
The Parish Registers are continuous from 163 to 1922, covering 

a period of 284 year . The ·' Bishop· s Transcript " of the registers, 
however, commence~ 33 year prior to th.is in 1605 (vide S.A.C., 
Vol. LV., p. 314). 
l. One volume, bound in parchment, of mixed registers , con-

taining: 
Baptisms. 163 to 1706. 
Iarriages. 1638 to 1706. 
Buria~. 1638 to 1706. 

2. One volume, parchment lea,·es . rebound in leather, mixed 
registers , containing: 

Baptisms. 1705 to 17 0. 
Marriages. 1706 to 1754. 
Burials. 1706 to 1780. 

3. One volume, parchment bound, size 16 by 6 ins., mixed 
registers and scattered entrie , containing: 

· Baptisms. 1795 to 1901. 
Burials. 1700 to 1900. 

4. Baptisms . 1781 to 1 12. 
5. Baptism$. 1813 to 1 36. 
6. Baptisms. 1836 to 1 71. 
7. Baptisms. l 71 to 1 91. 
8. Baptisms. 1 91 to 1922. 
9. Marriages. 1754 to 1812. 

10. MMriages. 1813 to 1837. 
11. :Man·iages. 1, 37 to 1921. 
12. 1Iarriages 1 37 to 1921. (Duplicate ) 
13. Marriage:-: . 1824 to l 70 . 
14. farriages. 1871 to 1916. 
15. Marriage. . 1917 to 1922. 
16. Burials. 1781 to l 12. 
17. Burialti 1813 to 1872. 
18. Btll'ials 1873 to 1922. 

(In all seYenteen •olume8 of parish registers ; Ko 12 a duplicate 
of a volume of marriages.) 
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TITRE BOOKS, VESTRY BOOKS, ETC. 

1. Tithe book of the Rev. Gi les :Jioore (R ector, 1655-79 .) 
Besides tithes it contains entries of financial tran;;;actions of 
different varieties, giving an insight into the life of the period 
Manuscript, bound in parchment covered boards; Rize, 12 by 
8 ins. ) fost of the entries are, of course, between the years 
1655-79, though there are entries in another hand till 1723. 

2. Tithe book of the R ev J ohn W ood (R ector, 1680- 1705) . 
Entrie<s from 1681 to 1703, parchment bound, size, 15 ins. by 
6 ins. 
Nute --The flyleaf has written on it t he form of a certificate 
necessary for a person to ha \"e in his posses:;;ion in order to gain 
admi ttance to the King, to be cured of th0 '' King's evil " 

3. Tithe book, bound in parchment, ize, 15 by 6 in;;;. Entries 
for the period 1706- 21 . On cover, " H orsted Keins, Anno Dom 
1706. G.H." The initials being those of the R ev. George 
H ay, ::VT.A. , rector, 1705- 37 . 

4 . Tithe book of Horsted K eynes, 1721 to 1737. Size. 8 by 
6-! in". 

5. Tithe book, 1744 to 1758. Size, 61 by 7! ins. 
6. Tithe book, 1813 to 1844. Size, 8 by 13 ins. 
8. Vestry hook of the parish of Horsted Keynes. l\fanuscri]Jt, 

parchment bound; size , 12! by 8 ins . Period, 1695 to 1796 ; 
there are a lso scatterer[ entries down to 1870. This volume 
contai ns, among other things, fineR for snoring, lists of Church 
marks, lists of briefs read in Church, also a portion of an old 
church iuventory. 

9 Vestry book. Parchment coYcred boards; size, 8 by 121 ins. 
Period, 1831 to 1849. 

10. Vestry book. Leather covered boards; size, 13 by St ins. 
Period. 1889 to 1919. 

VARJOUS BOOKS l~ THE VESTRY. 

1. " The ~.\nt:ient Ecclesiustieal Histories; translations from 
Eusebius, Socrates, EYargius, etc. ·· By :.'\'Ieredith H anmer. 
6th edition Sold at the sign of the Bible on Ludgate H ill 
Size, ll t by 8 ins. 1663. 

2. " History of the Lives, Acts, and Death , and :;\-fartyrdoms of 
t hose who were contemporary with t he ~.\.postles. " By William 
Cave. Printed for Richard Chiswel at the Rose and Cr-own in 
St. Paul's Churchyard, MDCLXXVII. Rebound and stamped 
on cover-HORSTEDKEINES. Size, 13 by 9 ins . 

3 " Contemplation on the Magnet or Loadstone." By Si:r 
Matthew H a le, Kt. Printed at the" Bible," in Duck ( 1 Duke) 
Lane, 1695. R ebound and stamped on cover-HORSTED-
KEJNS. Size. 7;! by 4£ ins. 
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4. "Contemplations Moral and Di,in1::. " By ir :Jiatthew Hale. 
Printed at the ''Bible," in Duke Lane, 1 i OO. Rebound and 
stamped on COYer-HORSTEDKEINES. 

5. " The Primitive Origination of ::\Iankind considered and 
examined accorcling to the Light of ~ature. ·· By ir }Iatthew 
Hale. Printed at the sign of the " Bible," in Duke Lane. 
Date, cfo foe lxx\ii . Rebound and stamped on cover-
HORSTEDKEINS . ize, 14 by 9 ins . 

6. " Praelectiones Theologicae. " Roberti Leighton, Archiep. 
Glascuensis. Insigue Navis in cemetoerio D. Pauli, 1701. 
Stamped on coYer-HORSTEDKEINES. Size, 8 by 5 ins. 

7 . " A Companion to the Temple, or a help to DeYotion. " By 
Thomas Comber, D.D. , Dean of Durham. 4th edition. Size, 
13 by 9t ins. MDCCI. 

8. The Works of the Rt. ReY. Ezekial Hopkins, Lord Bishop of 
Londonderry, in Ireland. Printed in London. Aize, 13 b,v 
9 ins. lVIDCCI. 

9. " A Body of DiYinity , or the um and Substance of the 
Christian Religion." By the l\Io. t ReY. James Usher, late 
Archbishop of Armagh. Rebound and stamped on cover-
HORSTEDKETXES. 8th edition. 'ize, IOt by ± ins. 1702. 

10. " The Whole Duty of :\Ian.·· Printed by V1'. Xorton at the 
sign of the " Bible . ., in Chancery Lane. Stamped on cover-
HORSTEDKEI::-<Es. Size, by 5 ins . 1704. 

11. ·'The "hole Book of Psalms, with the usual hymns, and 
Spiritual Song._.. By John Playford. To be sold by John 
Sprint at the Bell in Little Britain. Stamped on cover-
HORSTEDKETNES . Size, 7 t by 4~ ins. ::\IDCC"\'II. 

12. ·' An Exposition of the Creed.". By John, Lord Bishop of 
Chester. 10th edition. Printed by ·w. Bowyer for ,J. 
Nicholson at the King·s Arms in Little Britain. Size, 14 by 
!l ins. MDCCX'\'. 

13 . The Works of the R eY. J ohn 'cott. 2 Yols. Printed for Sam 
)fanship, at the , 'hip, in Cornhill , and Rich. '\Yilkin at the 
King's Head, St. Paul"s Churchyard. ize, 13! by St ins. 
::VIDCCXVIII. 

14. elect works of Archbishop Leighton . ( ermons.) Preceded 
by extracts from Burnet"s life of Leighton. Printed at 
Edinburgh. Size, by P) ins. ::\IDCCXLYI. 

15. ·'The method of Teaching and 'tud;)ing the Belle: Lettre:; , 
and In. tructions with regard to the eloquence of the Pulpit, 
the Bar, and the Stage."' By )fr. Rollin. 7th edition. ize, 
8 by 4± ins. :JIDCCLXX. 

16. "The Truth of the Christian Religion."' By Hugo Grotius. 
3rd edition. :JIDCCXXIX. Printed at the ·· Crom1,., in 
St. Paul", Churchrnrd. 

17. English Encyclopreclia. 10 Yols., complete. 1802. 
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18. New Testament in Hebrew. Size, 9t by 6t ins. 1821. 
Written on the flyleaf is" H . Pauli, Worcester Coll. Oxon. 1848. 
This i the first edition of the Hebrew N.T. published by the 
London Society for Prom: Xtny among the Jews, which is 
not at all a correct one, the later translat-ion by the same soc: 
is the best." 

19. Collection of Hymns. By Thomas Russell. 1827. Designed 
as an appendix to Dr. Watt 's Psalms and Hymns. Size, 
7 by 3± ins. 

20. Book of Common Prayer. MDCCCXLVII. On flyleaf, 
"Parish of Horsted Keynes. 1851. " Size, 10 by 12! ins. 

21. The Comm union and other services. Cam bridge. MDCCCL VII. 
Size, 12 by 9! ins. 
A map of the Glebe Land in Horsted Keynes pari h. 

RATE BOOKS, E'l'C., ETC. 

1. An unbound copy of the Highways Act, 5 and 6 William IV. 
31st August, 1835. 

2. Rate book. Horsted K eynes. 1835. 
3. Account book of the Surveyor of the Highways. 1838-40. 
4 . Highway rate book, 1840-41. 
5. A valuation of Horsted K eynes parish for the asses rnent of 

the parochial rates. Size, 14! by 11 ins. 1843. 
6. Rate book, 1844-47. 
7. Rate book, 1847-48. 
8. Rate book, 1848-49. 
9. Rate book, 1849- 50. 

10. Church clisbur ement book, 1825-35. 
11 . Receipt and payment book of the parish of Horsted K eynes. 

25th December, 1836, to June, 1848. 
12. Rate book for the upkeep of the Church, 1844-62. 
13. Assessment of the parish of Horsted Keynes for rent charges. 

Size, 24 by 15t ins. 1839. 
14. Extracts from confirmed apportionment of rent charges on 

the parishes of Horsted Keynes and West Hoathly, 1867. 
15. Copy of altered a.pportionment of tithe rent charge, 1885. 
16. Extracts from rent charge on the parish of West Hoathley, 

including part of Broadhurst, 1890. 
17 . Copy of a ltered apportionment of tithe rent charge, 1893. 

PAP.li:RS, ETC. 

1. Solicitor's statement of fees for law suit, 1844. 
2. Plan of proposed enlargement of Horsted Keynes national 

schools. 
3. A packet of papers, addressed to the Rev. Christopher Rodwell, 

from the Charity Commissioners, re the schools Leighton Fund, 
and Lightmaker Charities, 1870. 
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4. A dozen letters, dated 1869-70, from the Charity Commissioners 
re the Lightmakei"s school and the Leighton Fund. 

5. A scrap book compiled by the ReY. J. 'mythe (1900-07), 
containing items of interest connecterl with the Church. 

0~ THE \\ALLS IX THE YESTRY. 

1. Framed plan of the monuments in the Church, ,Tune, 1885. 
Morris and Stallwood , architects, Reading. 

2. Two framed photographs showing the old box pews, prior to 
the alteration of the Church. 1885. 

3. Small print , framed, of Horsted Keynes Church. 1851. 
4. Architect's plan of the Church , framed, 1883. Morri · and 

Stallwood, architects , Reacting. 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9. Framed architect's plans for the alterations to the 

Church in 1 85. 
10, 11. Architect's plan . 
12. Framed coloured lithograph of .. The Omnipresent.·' 
13. Photogra>·ure, framed, .. Christus in Gethsamene ... 
14. Framed pri11t, "Communion." 
15. Plaque, modelled head of Ridley , full face. Size, 12 by 9 ins . 
16. Painted scroll over door leading to chancel with the words, 

"Holy, Holy, Holy. " 

Note.-A letter in reference to plans Xos. 5, 6, 7, . 9, 10 and 11 , 
giving some historic detail of the architecture of the Church, is in 
the Rev. J. Smythe's scrap book mentioned above (Papers No. 5) . 



NOTES AND QUERIES. 

'L'h e Rd-itor wil l be glad to recei'lie short Xotes 011 Discoveries and :Jlatters of 
Int erest ?'ela-ting to th e Antiquities and llisto1·y of th e Connty, for 
in se1·tion in the " Collections ," snch communications to be addre.~secl to 
ll i m at Barbican House, L ewes. 

No. 1. 
A SHOREH AM PALEOLITH. 

This was found in April, 192:2, by )fr . Ernest Bowley, who un-
earthed it about a foot below the surface in garden ground !mown as 
''Duke's Croft. " The subsoil is a mixture of clav and flints-the 
resu lt of denudation from higher levels in glacial" time. - aud it is 
assumed that this hand-axe was brought to the surface some years 
ago when a well was sunk, as it is known that the debris was not 
removed from the garden. 

The followi11g i · quoted from a letter on the subjec:t received by 
the writer from Dr. E liot Cunven: 

"It is important to put on public and permanent record both 
picture and full description of sueb paleoliths as are found on 
geological ' floors.' This one unfortunately cannot. be tied down to 
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the well-tip, though the presumptiYe eYidence is very great. Here 
are fom remarks Mr. Reginald Smith made when I showed it to 
him last week: 

' Outline Mousterian' because of one straight aud onr curved side. 
'Too thick to he typically Mousterian. · 
'Workmanship that of St. Acheul II.' 
' Zig-zag edge characteristic of , t. Acheul I. ' " 

H ENRY CHEAL. 

No. 2 . 

NOTE ON THE EXAJJ!Illi.ATION OF A. BARROW 
ON GLYNDE HILL. 

Some fifty paces south of the old windmill-stead on Glynde Hill, 
and half a mile east by north (magnetic) of the Camp on Mount 
Caburn, i a small ban·ow. Ea t-south-east of it are two platform 
barrows, arranged in an east-to-west line, with overall diamPters 
of 84 and 73 feet respectively. 

The barrow under consideration i. a Yery small one, being only 
24 feet in diameter, and consi. ts of a shallow circular trench without 
visible bank, while the centre of the barrow i raised only some 
6 inche above the general le,el of the grom1c1. 

By kind permission of Lieut. Brand, R.N., and General George 
Holdsworth, C.B., C.l\I.G. , we were enabled to examine thi . barrow. 
An exploratory trench, 30 inches wide , wa. driven through it from 
side to side, so as to cross the cenfre. The ditch wa fonnd to be 
shallow , while the substance of the barrow itself wa composed of 
broken flints and loose chalk mixed with mould. Under the turf 
throughout the entire length of our trench, but particularly over the 
central part of the barrow, were found quite a considerable quantity 
of shard· of coar e, flint-studded pottery. For the most part thi · i · 
reddi h on the one side and dark grey on the other, but while there 
i a general resern blance in the texttu·e of almost all the pieces, 
differences in minor detail indicate tha.t the shards represent the 
remains of . everal crocks. In a ll , the fragments we fountl in our 
tl'ial trench weigh 2 lbs. 8 oz. They were distributed for the most 
part just under the turf, anrl to a much less extent in the substance 
of the barrow. This suggests that they may have been . hard 
thrown on the grave ceremonially. 

Near the east encl of our trench, but within the a,rea enclosed 
by the ditch of the barrow, we came upon an irregular depression 
in the undi ·turbed chalk, filled with mealy chalk powder which 
agglutinated under pressure of the baud. It looked rnuch as if 
chalk had been bnmt into lime and had become carbonated again 
during the lapse of time. This impre. sion wa accentuated by the 
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presence in tho depression of a few flint nodules , partl~, cracklerl by 
heat, and thickly coatej with thi:s mealy chalk which adhered 
tenaceou ly to them. rnfortunately these nodule . were returned 
in the filling and were not pre. erYed for examination as to whether 
or not the coating contained silicate of lime. In. and immediately 
abo,·e, this depression ,,·ere found a fell' fragments of unburnt 
bones and teeth of animals. 

Almost exactly in the centre of the barro11· was reYealed a mall 
circular pit exca\'ated in the unclistlll'becl chalk to a depth of 18 
inches , \l·ith flat bottom, 1± inches wide , and almost wrtical sides . 
It contained, mixed \1-ith the mould , chalk and flint of \1-hich the 
barrow is composed, a considerable quantity of Yegetable charcoal , 
and a single fragment of burnt bone. There was no pottery at all 
in thi s pit. lts walls appeared to haYe a coating of the same kind 
of burnt chalk a. was found in the depression ju t referred to. 

The suh.tance of the barrow contained a fe11· well ca lcined flints, 
a fe,, specimens of P orosplrn.era globularis (such as are thought by 
some to ha>e been u eel as slingsto1ws), a couple of rough horse-
hoof ·crapers or planes. and a i-inrprising number of small brown 
water- 1Yorn pebbles of irregular size from a gra>el bed or beach. 

It seenr likely that the site has been nnder the plough at some 
period , which , if true, 1You ld account for the eYen thickness of the 
layer of mould, flint and chalk, alike oYer the barrow. clitch and 
snrrounding ground. There may eYen haYe been originally an 
external »allum, as the Yery. light heaYe of the gr0tmcl on the ea. t 
side, surrounding the ditch , might be taken to ~uggest. 

Although the centra l pit contained no urn. and only one fragment 
of unrnt bone, there was nothing to ugge ·t that the barrow had 
been opened pre1·iously and its contents remoYed. The presence 
of Yeg:etable charcoal " ·as confined to the pit itself. most of which 
wa.· distributed fairly eYen ly throughout its lm1·er half. Both 
the large platform barrows immecliatel_,- to the east show the scars 
of former exploratory trenches, and it i suggested that they were 
probably opened by ~[antell in July , 1819 (::;ee H orsfield. H ist. and 
rlntiq. of Leu·es (l 24), i. 46. 47). It is quite possible that the 
barrow now under examination may ha ,-e been OYerlooked then, 
as it i:< only Yisible at times of the year ill which the deeper green 
of the grass OYer the ditch shom; it up. 

The Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens , Kew. kind!~- examined 
the charcoal anrl reported that .. it has been cleriYed from 1\·oorl of 
two kinds: one of thee ha bE-en identified a:s beech. the other has 
not been identified , but appear· to ha\·e a structure like that of 
chestnut (castanea). The material dissoh-e.· completely on hoiling in 
Eau de ,J a rnlle." 

BERXARD Ct:-RREY. 
ELIOT CrmY EX. 
ELIOT CECIL CcRWEN . 
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Ko. 3. 
NOTES ON INHU111ATIOY AND CREMA'PIONS ON 

THE LONDON ROAD, BRIGHTON. 
When engaged in widening the London Road in March, 1922, 

workmen came across a crouched skeleton at a point 450 feet north 
of the Pyecombe-Patcham parish boundary. It was found lying 
on its left side, with head to south and face to west. The bones, 
which were intact and in correct position when found, were white, 
very light and brittle, and broke on being handled, and when \\·e 
saw them two days later were in a very imperfect condition. We 
were assured that the bones were ljing on the natural surface of 
the chalk, under 2 feet 9 inches of mould, and that nothing, whether 
calcined flints, flakes or pottery, were found with them. 

The bones, which were removed to the Brighton Museum, were 
examined by Professor F. G. Parsons, F.R.C.S., F.S.A., Vice-
President of the Anthropological Institute, who reported as follows: 

" The fact that thi, skeleton was found in a contracted position 
suggests that it belonged to a Long Barrow (Neolithic) or Bronze 
Age inhabitant. It is certainly not a typical Bronze Age (Beaker 
folk) man because the skuU shows none of the characteristics of 
those people. The kull evidently i that of a young male 
judging from the large size of the mastoid processes and the 
fact that the last molar is still hardly wom. 

"ThegJa,bello-maximal length is about 183 mm. , and the maxi-
mal breadth about 130 mm ., giving a cranial index of 710. In 
my paper on Long Barrow Skulls1 you wiU see that the average 
cranial index was 717. 

"Further examination of the skull increases the probability of 
its being Neolithic (Mediterranean or Long Barrow type). The 
sides are flat and the ramus of the jaw very broad and splayed 
from before backward . This is a characteristic of great racial 
importance, I believe. It is •ery unfortunate that the orbits 
are not preserved. 

"The femur shows marked platymeria, which sets aside any 
likelihood of the skeleton being medireval or modem. The head 
is very large in proportion, and the bone i 455 mm. (approxi-
mately) in direct length. 

"The condyles are too damaged to allow the oblique length to 
be estimated. This length of limb, according to Karl Pearson's 
formu la, gives a body stature of 1665 mm., or five feet, five and a 
half inches. This is about the usual estimated height of Long 
Barrow males, although I do not remember seeing so large a head 
to the femur (58 mm.) in one of their skeletons before. 

"I feel justified in saying that I notice many reason in favour 
of this being a Long Barrow race skull, and none against it." 

1 "On the Long Barrow Race and its Relationship to the Modern Inhabit-
ant of London, " Joiim. R oy. Anthropol. Inst., Vol. LI. (1921). 
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Two clays later we were a keel to Yi it a pot 80 feet further north , 
as charcoal had been met with. Here we found a hole, with cleanly 
cut vertical sides, cut 14 inches into the chalk , o•al in section, being 
2 feet from east to west, and 1 ft. 6 ins . from north to south. Over-
lying it lay 2 feet 9 inches of good mould. The hole was full of char-
coa l, mostly in small fragm ents , and in the charcoal were found 
seYeral fragments of burnt, pre··umably human, bone. Two small 
pieces are of thin skull bone, apparently parietal bone, o thin as to 
suggest that the cremation was that of a small child. 

A hundred feet still further north another cremation wa · met with 
a fortnight later, but was cut out before " ·e had an opportmrity of 
visiting the spot. A quantity of charcoal was found at a depth of 
9 feet from the surface when the bank on the east side of the road 
was being sloped hack. Thi bank has a slope of l ! feet to the 
foot, and if a shaft had been dug from the surface, and the charcoal 
deposited at the bottom, the shaft itself muRt haYe heen filled in 
with chalk , for no endence of any di turbance of the ground 'ms 
noticed until the charcoal wa accidentallv found. The foreman 
assures me that the haft must haYe been c L~t through at lea t 6 feet 
of solid chall{ , and that ome 3 feet of ' oil had accumulated on the 
top of its mouth . Vi'ith the charcoal were found larger fragment " of 
burnt bone than in the previou~ cremation, and also what was said 
to be a piece of sun-dried pottery , 5 ins. long. Yery unfortunately 
the bones had not been preseiTecl , and the fragment of what was 
taken for pottery had been lost ! 

Thirty feet further north i.e. 660 feet north of the Pyecombe-
Patcham parish boundary. another hole \l"aS found in the chalk 
under :3 feet of surface mould . It was 18 ins. in diameter, had 
Yertica l ide:, and a depth of 1 foot, and contained earth slightly 
blacker than the re t of the earth in the neighboLU'hood. but Yery 
little that could be definitely recognised as charcoal. Xo bones 
were found in the hole. bu t at its bottom was found a piece of 
ferruginous sandstone from the L o,ver Greensand such as i so often 
found on habita tion Rites on the Do\l"nS. 

On the 13th of April. 192:?, the foreman cut through another 
cremation :20 feet fmthf'r north. ..\.11 this was remoYecl and scattered 
before \Ye had an opportwrity of Yi 'iting the site, but a fe,y frag-
ment of l1 c.rnt bones had been presen·ed fo r us Xoclefinite details 
could be obtaitJed except that the crernativn wa« :i.hout 6 feet 
belo \\" the surface 0f the ground and in soil. not in chalk . a" the oil 
at thi ]JGint dipR dow11 t'O the valley on the north muc-h le5;: s tec·ply 
than the underl)ing cl,aJk, and is in ..:onsequence iu f'On<>ider11ble 
thiclrne;;:s here. As in the ca ·e of tho cremation fo·st found the bones 
were t lwse of a mall per on , probably a child a, Judged hy the 
fragments of the long ho11e.: saYecl. and a l o hy th' thinne::, of the 
portion of one of the hone of the sk ull. 

These five burials \Yere found in a more or Jes direct liue, and 
repre ent probabl:v only part of a bur~a l field. There was no sru·face 
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indication of their existence. Whether or not they were ever 
surrounded by eircular ditches with mounds it is not. possible to say. 
The burials are at the lower edge of a large eultivation area; indeed, 
they are covered by a poRitive lynchet, and the 2! to 3 feet ot mould 
overlying them have been hrought clown from the higher reaches 
of the field by the plough, and any smface indications of the burials 
that may once have existed must. consequently ha.ve been destroyed 
long since when the area wa,-; under eultivation. 

ELIOT CUR WEN. 
ELIOT CECIL CURWEN. 

No. 4. 
R01l!IAN BU.RIAL I N .4.LDINGBOURJ'. E. 

In February, 1918, Mr. R. J. Smart, of Norton Farm, Alding-
bourne, ha.cl his attention drawn to a stonA three feet by two, which 
lay five inehes bPlm\· the soi l in Hale's Barn field, and had both 
caught his ploughshares and interfered \\ith the driving in of st.akes 
for sheep hurdles. Mr. A. Mann, to whom we are indebted for the 
followmg details which he was able to collect subsequently, informs 
us that on lifting the top stone the walls and uontents of a cist were 
revealed. He write. , "the top stone rested ou four _pieces of soft 
sandstone (Green.<;and), forming a receptacle about 18 inches deep. 
ROLmd the bottom, against the walls, was a wooden lining or frame, 
about four inches by two, showing traces of gui.lding. Standing a.t 
diagonal opposite Gorners were two irideo;cent glass bottles with 
parallel necks and swelled bases, and ill the Gentre was a bowl of 
iridescent glass, containiug about a gallon of calci11ed bones. In 
the soil out. ide the tomb fragments of red pottery were fom1d. 
The underside of the eovering stone was hollowed out , and . howed 
distinct tool marks." ~ 

It ·would appear from rough drawings made recently from memory 
that the urn was of globular form with large mouth and e-rnrted lips, 
and that the smaller ves els were of the ·'tear bottle ' ' type. 

:Nfr. Reginald Srn.ith was asked to nsit the sitt a month later. By 
that time the glass rnssels had been Lroken, but he was able to 
take to the British Museum a piece of sheet cork that had serrnd as 
cover to the glass urn, and some sticky brown waxy Rubstanee that 
had bPen cont.ainerl in one of the smaller glass vessels. 

M:r. R. A. Cripps, F.I.C., of Hove, ha;;; kindly analysed this sticky 
subRtance, and report. as follows: 

"I have obtai11ed the following results on analysi. : 
l\foic:tme . . l ·3 per cent. 
Residue insoluble in ether (mainly grit) 13·5 
Fatty substance . . 85·2 

Containing: 
Unsaponifiable matter 
Fatty acid, 

Nitrogenous matter 

5·2 
73 ·3 
Absent 
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"Microscopic examination of the insoluble residue showed 
nothing worthy of remark. 

"Direct tests for " ·ool fat gaye necratiYe results. 
" From these results it is e'iclent that the ·ample was mainly a 

fat. but it is impo sible to tate it.. origin: it was not lanoline, and 
the large proportion and character of un aponifiable matter 
suggest that it is partly of the natme of soft paraffin . 

" The odour of the· fatty . uhstance ·somewhat suggested leather 
d1·essing, anrl faintly resembled Russia leather.·· 
A small quantity of this ub tance, and fragment;; of the sheet of 

cork, ha Ye been deposited in the 'ociety·s )Iuseum at Lewes. The 
R ev. Henry Smith, }LA., describe ha Ying found a similar substance 
in a glasR vessel in a stone cyst at Densworth , near Chichester, about 
l 58-(S.A.C'., X ., p. 174). ELIOT CURWEN. 

ELIOT CECIL CcRWEN. 

~o. 5. 
LIJIOGES E:VTA.MEL FIGURJiJ DISCOT'ERED AT 

, H ULBREDE PRIORY. 
While digging recently on thP ite of the Priory Church a t a point 

which must have bee11 near the chancel. I came across a fe\\- broken 
enrau. tic tiles, and just below 
the floor leYe! chip of a Pur-
beck marble coffin slab and 
some scattered bones. The 
ground had ob,iously been dug 
oYer before. Scattered over 
the space of a few feet I founrl 
seYeral bit · of copper polished 
green \\ith age which were 
worked in snrh a fa. hion a,,; to 
resemble the fittings of a belt 
or strap. bits of decayed leather 
appearing sti ll bet\\·een some 
of the ri•etted pieces. Hardly 
a spit down I fow1d a small 
image bmied in the floor cla.v. 
It i a demi-figure in Limoge·· 
enamel ( 2 ~ in .) from the arm of 
a 13th cent w·y cros . It repre-

~ __..---- sents t. ,John , hi, face turned 
a ~ ~ slight ly to the ide, a foliated 

nimbus in pa le blue enamel 
surroru1ding hi. head. The book 
he should be holding has dis-

appeared , but his cloak retain. still much of the green and blue 
enamel and gilding. Although much corroded \nth verdigris, the 
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gilded head is of highly finished workmanship, ancl t he face is 
beautifully modelled. There are two holes for rivet. whioh is usual 
with figu~es of this description. They were made in the 13th 
century, for the decoration of crosses, caskets, reliquaries, etc., 
those for decorated plates attached to the covers of books were 
generaUy full length. The reYer e of the figure shows deca.yed wood 
in the hollow, but t he gilding at the back of the nimbus can still be 
seen , which shows that. that side of the head was expo. eel above the 
wooden arm of the cross. A plate showing the exact position of 
a demi-figure of this kind which balanced a figure of the Virgin 
OH the other arm of the Cross may be found in L 'muvre cle Limage.,; 
(Ernest Rupin (1890) , p. 286). From the position in which I found 
the figure , I am inclined to think the cross was bw·ied in the coffin 
of a Prior or Canon , although in ground which has been disturbed 
probably seveea l time5 no exact deductions cau be made from the 
position of discoveries. 

ARTHUR PoNSONBY. 

)fo. !:i. 

_vEWHA VEN !L1RBOUR. 
The follO\Ying interesting document "as found among the papers 

of the late )fr . . J obn T. .. atter Parsons: 
R. BLAKER. 

CHARLES REX. 
Trusty and welbelornd, \Ye greet you well. \Yhereas We ham 

been gracioue ly pleased upon the humble petition of om subjects of 
NewhaYen to grant licence, liberty, and authority unto our trusty 
and welbelovecl Colonel! ,Jo)m Russell, Edward Russell , Silius Titus, 
and Edward Andrews, Esq., to open the harhour there and to 
make t he same anew , as b~, our Letters Patents bearing date the 
18th day of this instant July doth more at large appear ; And 
whereas \Ve are well ·atisfied. t hat an effectual proceeding thereupon 
b0ing had, the perfecting of the said Harbour will not on ly tend to 
the preservacon of .·hipping and the increase of trade, but if such 
corresponclency be had with the owners of the adjoining Levells of 
Lewis and Laughton and other places between the Sea a,ncl Sheffield 
]~ridges, so as the work of dreynina those Levell and making the 
River navigable (no\v hurtfully .·urrounded, as We are informed) 
may be carried on at the same time and by the same ha,nds with the 
·aid Harbour, the ·ame works "ill not on ly help one another by 
checking the Tides and holding up the fre ·h to preserve the outfall 
to the sea (the only way to expedite the happiness of that place) but 
"ill a lso b,v God's ble. · ·ing upon the said undertaking make these 
part more healthy, habitable, and profitable, to the great advantage 
of that country and the particular owners thereof: We ha ,·e therefore 
thought fit in very especiall manner to recornend the premisses to 

p 
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your consideracon and that thereupon you gise yom be:;t a ·sistance 
and direction for carr.\'ing on and perfecting the aid work: of 
compleating the said Harbour and dreyning the said LeYills , and 
"·here the undertakers hall haYe occasion to cut through any man's 
ground, that you mediate between partie to the end that all 
mi:unclerstancling;; may be remoYed so a no particular obstinacy nor 
exor bi tant rates may hinder the effecting of the said \1·orks , :o farre 
as you can accomodate the same by friendly and equitable means. 
\rhich endeavour of yours we sha ll take in Yery goorl part ; And so 
We bid you farewell. OiYen at Our Court at ~'hitehall the 29th 
clay of Jul,,-, 166± in the sixteenth :'·ear of Our Reignc. 

Br his :\fa<ie<. comand 
. (~ignecl) \\"JLL :\foRrEH . 

ENDORSE:~IEXT ADDRESSED TO 
To Om Trusty and \YelbelO\·ecl , 'ir J ohn Pelham , Sir John 

Stapeley and , ir \YiJJ iam Thomas, Baronets, Sir Thoma Dike, 
Sir Thoma · \Yoodcock. and Sir Thomas Xutt , Krtight~ . George 
Xe,·ille. Thomas •. ac,·i[e. Herbert :\Iorley. George Parker. , 'ac"\ile 
GraYe.:. Xizell Ri,·er:>. Richard Bridger. \Yilli am , 'pence, and 
Hay, Esqrs., and to Our 'ommissioners of Sewers for the 
LeYells of Le\\is and Laughton, or to an.\· three or more of them. 

Xo. 7. 

A G'CC'EFIELD APOTHEC'AR r . 
. .\rnong the documents in the parish chest at Cuckfield is the 

foJJowing agreement, which is perhap · sufficient!.'" curiou::; to be 
put on record : 

:\I. COOPER. 
:\l£:.'1IORAXDDI. 

: \.r1 .Agreem'- made between \Ye who ·e name· are unden\Titten 
a ll Inhabi tant of the parish of Cockfeild and George :\lace of 
Cockfeild Apothecary this 27th day of December l 7:23. 

hr t \Ye the Inhabitants haYc agreed to pay George :\face the 
~um of Four pounds fom· .. hilling. in case H e makes a perfect Cure 
of Thomas Bashforcl's Legg and Foot before Easter next. Tn Case 
the s<L George :\lace does not make a Cure of the said Thoma 
Bashfords Legg and Foot before Easter next. Then \Ye agree to 
pay hi.m Four Pounds anrl Four, ' hilling,; with.in a year after H e shall 
haYe made a perfect Cure of the aid Bashfords Legg and Foot But 
in Case the said George }face hall make a perfect Cure of the .-·aid 
Thoma:; Bashford -· Legg an l Foot before Ea. ter next and shall ha Ye 
reced the Four pounds and four "hillings for so doing and the sa id 
Thomas BasLfords Legg and Foot ·hall happen to grow bad again 
"ithin a year from t he same Cause then It is agreer! that the said 



NOTES AND QUERIES 197 

George Mace slt all repay t he said F om pounds F our shillingfl into 
Rome of t he parishioners ha nds for t he parish Use . 

Robt Norden 
Charl es Sarnge 

Witness our Ha nds 
l3eru. H easman I . . . 
1\Jich . Feild J Chm elm a1 dens 
·watter Gatla nd 1 
vVillia m Anscomb f Oi·erseers 
George l\lace 

Ko. R. 
CUCKFIELD PARK JiJKCLOSURft' . 

-~t t he end of a paper which I con tributed to these Collections on 
t he devolution of certain Sur;sex manors, which formerly belonged 
to the de \Yarenne. , E arls of V1' arenne and Surrey ( S. A . C., Vol. L VI ., 
p . 91 ), I referred , on the an thori ty of a stat ement in the la te Canon 
Cooper·s ar ti cle on Cuckfi eld (ib., Vol. XL., p . 193), to t he C' uckfield 
P ark enclos ure as hav ing been in the occ upation of Geoffrey de :;.;ay 
and Idonea his wife in 1:121 and of Thomas de Po~' nings in 1339. 
Canon Cooper ·s authori ty for this statement appears to have been 
an article by lHr . Blauw on Sadelescombe a nd Ship ley (ib., Vol. IX. , 
p. 233) and the old printed Calendar to Inquisitions, in which occ ur 
the words "Cokefeucl pa re ' cla nclend " (Inq. 15 E d. II ., No. 41) and 
" Dichening and Cukkefeld parcus,. (Inq . 13 E d. III ., No. ::l7). 
From t hi s, natura ll y enough , t he conclusion was drawn that the 
Cuckfi elcl P ark enclosure 1Yas in the possession of the SayR a nd the 
P oynings a.t the times referred to . But it is eviden t t hat neit her 
l\1r. Bla uw nor Canon Cooper can have looked up the origina l 
inquisit ions . H aYing recently had occasion to consul t these 
inquisitions for another purpose, I find that the old Ca lendar i.· 
misleading on this point, and that neither the Say· nor the Poynings 
were .in possession of the park, the references to which are merel~r 
in respect of the sen.ices under 11·hich they held their respective 
ma nors. The Says held the ma nor of H a mmes Say b.v t he service 
(in ter ulia ) of paying :18. t owards the enclosure of t he Earl's park a t. 
Cokefeucl (Cuckfield ), while th e P oynjng. held t he manor of 
Sla 11gha m by the senice of ma king one perch for the enclosure of 
t he sa me park , and the manor of P engeclene (P a ngdene) by t he 
ser1·ice of enclosing tlrn furl ongs abont the E arrs park of Dycheningc 
(Di tchling) a nd ha lf a furlong a hont the park of Cukkefeld (C uck -
fi elcl) . It would seem that thi ;:; sor t of service was one frequen t ly 
imposed b.r the de \Ya rennes on t heir subinfeudations. In t he 
grant by Adam de P onynges to Lewes Priory of land at Consistre 
(Comestre) and Danecumbe (Deuchcombe) and of ma nses in the 
borough of Lewes there is an acqui t tance from all senircs, whether 
of , 'outage or of Danegeld or de parcis clandendis or any other 
cuRtoms (see the charter given a t length b~· the R.e1·. T. A. Hollanrl 
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in hjs article on P oynings, S.A.C'. , Yol. x·r.. p. 11 . and the note at 
the foot of that page). The new Ca lendar to the Inquisi tions, a 
Yolume of which is no"· being printed eYery fe1r _1 ·ear:<. i:> fortunately 
free from any such ambiguitie ·. and in thi · Calendar both the 
inq ui . itions abo1-e-mentionecl are correctly abstracted. 

CHARLES G. 0. BRIDGEMAX. 

X o. 9. 
APCLDRAJI. 

I shall be glad of any information bearing on the history of the 
manor and pari h of Apulclram , or of the fami li e:> " ·hich haYe owned 
the manor or been freeholders of it . A · to the !utter, two points 
particularly interest me: 

I. The a lleged refu ·al of a l,icence to Crenellate applied for by 
R. Ryman (Camden".· Britannia, eel. 1637, p. 30 b). The internal 
eYidence of this hou e is clean aaainst its being an unJinishecl ca,,;tl e. 

II. The fami ly of • 'mi th. of BindPrton. ancl particularly its 
connection with the follo11·ing Smiths:-

,John, mi th. of Chic.:hester, ph.1· ·ician , 1<aid to haYe been horn in 
1699. The dates of hi s marriage a11 cl death are unkno1n1, but he 
bad four children, tmJ son. and two daughter;:;. 

(i) 'vYilliam, born ( !) 17:20. Secretar_1· t o the third D11ke of 
Richmond. :~\Iarriecl Anne , wiclo1Y of _-\clmiral Charle. \Yebber, and, 
his om1 son preclecea ' ing him , left !ii · property to his stepson, 
Jame \Yebher, 'mith (cf. Dalla way III .. p . 90). 

(ii) Charle , born ( ?) 1730. Rector of West , ' toke. )farriecl, 
1772, K:itty. claught0r of Rir .John Bull (8 .. .J J '. . \ 'ol. LXIII., p. U7). 
Died 180±. 

(iii) Anne, married -- Alcock. 
(i i- ) ::\1ar,1·, married " 'illia,m \\'ebber. 
Charles ,_'mith (ii) had a ::;01).. Charil' He\\itt Rmith. born 1173, 

who rnal'I'ied ::\Iary. cla nghtcr a ncl hei!·css of .John P eckham , of Xyton , 
and had is1< Lie . 

1 haYe no proof of any kinship bet\\·een thc"e Smiths and the 
Rmiths, of Binclerton, but family paper::; in my possession make me 
thjnk it possible that thf'_y are a cadet branch of the Binclcrton 
family. 

\Y. D. PECKlLUI. 
Ryman'.s, Apuldram. 

Xo. 10. 
BERWICK COCRT, nr. _iLFRI TOS. 

As in the ca e of many of OUT old manor hou es, Berwick Court-
associa tecl with the ancient family of Marmion- has been so added 
to and a ltered from time to tim~ that most of it. ancient features 
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have been lost or obscured. Notably, after the purchase of the 
estate by Viscount Gage at the end of the eighteenth century, 
Horsfield says the house was ··much improved ,.! But through all 
these changes one portion, a small wing on the south side of the 
house , has preserved some evidences of its antiquity. It is a 
st1 ucture of two stories with a cellar underneath, the ground plan 
giving an inside measurement of about 19 feet by 10 feet, with 
exte1ior walls of stone and flint oYer ~ feet in thiclmess. At the 
east encl the~·e are 1;u b tan tin i corner buttresses, and on thP upper 
floor can be seen the remain. of a window, which might well be 
rnediaiYal but its details are de troyed by a brick chimney which 
has been built right through it from the ground floor. On the north 
Ride, close under the eaves, a narrow window "ith cusped head is 
just Yisible against some more modern work abutting thereon. 
'The south side of the wing has been modernised and windows 
inserted in both stories, an additional room being erected at the 
west encl. 

The property has recently been acq nired from the present Viscount 
Gage by Mr. E. M. Hewett, who- and hi · father before him- had 
occupied the farm for some years. The addition of a large bay 
window, just made, entailed the removal of the grt'ater part of the 
south wall of the ground floor room, and in this wall was found , at a 
distanee of 3 feet from the east wall , and 4 feet 6 inche from the 
floor level, a recess , 14 inche:;i sqnare and 9 inches deep; then, 
12 inches more to the west was the left hand splay of a window, and 
9 feet 3 inches from this a portion of the right hand , re-bated jamb 
of a doorway. It is noticeable that tbe four stones forming the 
recess and portions of the window splay were of Caen stone, and 
. eYeral other worked stones of the same material were in the ·wall; 
the other stones were of the local g-reen sand. There were con-
Riderable traces of colour, red and dark grey, under the modern 
plaster on the stones of the recess and the smrounding wall. The 
house stands on a Rlight rise do e to the Cuckmere river, and the 
ease with which the Norman stone could be brought up by water 
to the actual builclit1g: site doubtles~ accounts for its use. 

~.\s to the relation of this winQ; to the rest of the mediaiYal house, 
one would suggest that it formed the " parlour " wing, with chamber 
O\er, added at the south end of a po<> ibly half-timbererl hall. 

It i<> mnrh to be hoped that the courteous action of l\fr. and Mr . 
H ewett in bringing their discovery to the not.ice of local repre-
sentatives of our Society, so that a record might be presen -ed, may 
be imitated by other property owners under similar circumstances, 
eYen if the matters do not at the outset appear to be of great 
irnportanco 

W . BunGEN, 
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No. ll. 
REPORTS OF LOCAL SEORET ARIES. 

ARUNDEL. 
:\lrs . Eustace reports. that the .following have recently been found 

by Dr. G. \V. Eustace m t he ne1ghbourhood of Arundel: 
] . Bronze connecting link of 

a belt, worn probably in centre 
of back, opposite the buckl P-, 
of tnJical early British work , 
about first century B.o., and 
Yerv similar to one found at 
Let'chworth , and de. cribed bv 
Jlr. Reg. A. Smith , F. '.A. (Pror~. 
/Sor. of .d.ntiq., XX\71. 240).* 

2. Bow half of bronze brooc h 
of abo ut same date . 

:3. Fragnw nt of early Rrifah 
pot or beakcr, \\"ith rare vertical 
comb pattern. same elate. 

These objects are now in the 
possession of the Duke of Norfolk E.::\I. 

EASTBOUR~E DISTRICT, 
Ho~J AN-BHI'r . H 1, ,1 AI:-IS. 

(a) B1 1ildi11g operations during tbe pa ·t year at the higher part 
of Pashley Road, F.astboume, quite near to the spot where einerary 
ums with human remains were found in 1913 (8 . .d .C., Yol. LVIII.) , 
were re ·ponsible for t he discO\'ery of a good many fragments of 
Romano-British pottery with animal hones and a small , Yery 
lightly burnt , clay cup. A small ·portion of a Roman rnofing tile 
and other items had previously been found at the same place. 

(b) A layer of burnt flint laid bare by a road cntting on the west 
side of \'ictoria Drive, about 200 yards south of the site of the 
Romano-British dwelling recorded in Vol. XXXVIII. of our Col-
lections, Jed me to excaYate. The burnt flints, about 2 feet G inches 
from the surface, evidently formed the hearth of a dwelling, but no 
Yery definite indi cations of its arrangements conld be discornred. 
The finds comprised , craps' of pottery-apparently Romano-
Bl'itish- with a fragment of Samian ware, a bone pin , and animal 
bones. 

::\IEDI.-E \'.~ L PO'l'T ERY. 
Jn excavating for a tennis lawn at a new house (::\lrs. Bri:'clin"s) on 

the so uth side of Pashley Road, mentioned abO\·e, a good many 
pieces of hard me~lioova l ware w<:> re brought to light \\ith a portion 

'' E'or the usa of the block " -e ar:> indebtzcl to the Counnil of the Society of 
Anti iuari e3 . 
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of a large mortar made of Caen stone; there \H'rc also animal bones. 
The object· seem to haYe been l~ing io two trenches some di t~nce 
apart, which may haYe been the fos e . urrouncling a meclireYal 
dwelling. It i worthy of note that when t liis road ,1·as made in 
1913 it wa..; noticed that trenc:hes 11·ere cut through at about thi 
spot. 

EAST GRINSTEAD. 
:J!:r . IY. H. lli lls report. that in the cour e of repairs being executed 

at 4 , High Street. Ea t Grin teacl. ome of the plaster wa-s remowd 
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from the walls of the Foom facing the street. Messrl'. Brooker Bros. 
noticed sign!" of painting on the lowest layer of plaster, and brought 
it to the notice of Mr. Geoffrey Webb. The plaster was in a much 
patched condition, but by removing the upper layers where possible 
everal fragments of the original painting were discovered . The e 

were just sufficient to give the clue to the decoration of the whole 
room, and a full- size drawing of the complete pattern was made by 
}fr. Philip Refoy. The decoration· consist of a band of painting 
4 feet 3 inches deep, filling the wall space between the cei ling and 
the dado, which i · three feet from the floor . The painting is in 
tempera on white plaster. The pattern, which repeats at every 
2 feet 8 inche. , i formed by the red Tudor Rose, the badge of the 
Duchy of Lancast,er, of which East Grinstead formerly was a part, 
surrounded by a Renai sance frame. A bold twisted stern borders 
thi,; pattern above and below. Unfortunately all the plaster below 
the dado level had been replaced long since, and it was impossible 
to tell whether this had been painted, panelled or left in plain white 
plaster . The authorities at the Victoria and Albert Museum, 
t:louth Kensington, describe it as exceedingly interest.ina, and are 
going to exhibit the drawing. 

The chief intere."t in this pa,inting lies in its indication of the 
tradition or school of wall painting which apparently existed in this 
tO\Yll during the E liz'.1bethan period. It is probably contemporary 
with the building of the house in the second half of the sixteenth 
centmy. It is not so skilful as the later figure painting still remain-
ing at Cromwell Hou e, but it is the only example found hitherto 
which shows the general scheme of the decoration of a room. It is 
probable that most of the tim bn framed houses in the tom1 were 
originally decorated by tempera, painting on white plaster ground. 
Fragments have been found elsewhere, a·, for example, behind the 
panelling at 70, High Street, where fragments of inscription, in 
Elizabethan black letterine;, were found above the fire places. 

LEWES. 

:Mr. Reginald Blaker reports that during the year 1922 l\Ir. John 
Hemy Every a nd bis architect, Mr. ·watter H. Godfrey, F.S.A., have 
made good progrei:;s with the restoration and repair of the old 
Goring Ma.n. ion in Bull Lane; the work i;; now approaching comple-
tion, and numerous visits to the hou. e have been made by members 
and others interested in archreology. 

Dr. P . S. Spokes, of 166, High Street St. 1'\lichacl's, has placed a 
tablet in Sussex ma,rble on his hou e to record the fact that the 
celebrated geologist, Dr. Gideon Mantel, at one time resided there. 

The Council of the Archreological Society have erected new sheds 
in the area of the Ca ·t le Keep for the better preservation and pro-
tection. of t he British canoes and the old Sussex plough; these 
exhibit.· arc now shown to much better adYantage. 
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The stoC'ks from H orsted Parva had in course of time become "0 
decayed that further repairs were impos.·ible . and new stock· on the 
lines of the old ones haYe been con. tructecl b>· the Council , "ith the 
a:>si tancc of :Jir. G':lorge Justice; tills exhihit. rendered in s0licl oak, 
will now la t to in.;tru ·t ancl intere"t many generations of visitor" . 
. .\ considerable porti1111 of the old \Yhipping Post has, I am glarl to 
say, been preser,ecl. 

, 'ome renairs to the structure of the Tower has been executed, 
hut consiclcrahle \\·ork 1·enrnin. to he done. 

SHORER.DI. 
}fr. E. F. Salmon reports that a !iYely i ntcrest is being taken by 

the peoplP of i:lhoreham in the pre;;erYation of the ancient building 
kno\1·n a:; the ' · Marlipins. ·· 

The interior of H oYe Church has been greatly improYed b~· the 
rcrnoYal , from the tran.-...:\'orman arcadina and pillar:;. of the coats 
nf paint and "\1·hitcwa:;h with which theY were encru -tccl. 

\\'ORTHI::\G. 
}li:;:-; :Jlarian }'ro:;t reports that during the past ~- car excaYationa 

hase been carried out. by permis. ion of the Tru. tee. of the Dnke of 
Xorfolk, at Black Patch. in the parish of Patching, to discoYcr the 
nature of a large number of depressions on the hill. ·ide. 

rncler the upel'intemlencc of :\Ir. Pull. a number of \·olnntary 
worker,; gathered from time to time , and it soon became e'iclent 
tlrnt the site ·elected " ·as the shaft of an ancient flint mine, " ·hich 
had been filled up b.1· material thrmn1 in from neighbouring pits. 
The pit 11·as found to he lG feet in diameter. and ><ewral bC'Cl >' of 
flakes \1ith a little charcoal found at different lc,·e l~ ~ho11·eJ that the 
earl>· workmen ha tl u:;ed it for the ma11ufactur 2 of flint implement::::. 

At a rlepth of U feet radiating galleries were found. three of 
which conrnrnnicatecl "\Yith gallerie belonging to neighboming 
shafts. The "·mking:-; had been made originally by m eam; of cleer-
horn picks and flint weclgi:: . of which examples were met "·ith. 
~umerous blocks of cha lk were remoYecl , in which the nick holes 
were clearly e ,·iclent , similar nmrks being seen in the w~lls of the 
ga llerie · .Altogether on~r 160 implements in Yarious stages of 
manufacture ha,·e b<'cn rcco\-cred and nresen·ed. 

The " 'orthing .-ir hreological f-{oeiety 'now has a mem bPrship of 
229, and among its actiYities ha \·e been financial assistance gi ,·en 
to the pre ·e1Tation of • 'ompting tower , allll to the fourteenth 
centur.'· buik]jng at f.;boreham known as the ::\farbpins. The 
Society ha:· also had Yarious excursions and lecture: during the Yea!'. 

It i~ hoped that somet!Jjng may be done to preserYe f,'.)r a ll ·time 
the cottage in which John Selden \~·as horn in 1.38-±. TJfr; is situate-1 
about one mile from \rorthing . 
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System, 33- 40, !9, :>0, 53. 
Farhill, Geo l'ge, 67. 
Farmor, John. 72. 

Kath., 72. 
Farthing Gunpowdn "\!ills, I l l. 
Faulconer, Thos. hippen, 76. 
Fawkerson, \Vm., 7.3. 
F a wkno1', J ohn, 70. 
F e ild, "\Ii ch., 197. 
Feist., "\Iary, 76. 

\\'m., 7G . 
Fennell, John, 7.) . 
Fenner, John , 7:3. 

Sarah, 73. 
Fields, Size and shape of in ol den 

t imes, 43- 52. 

D 

E 

F 

Dives, Asceline de, 70. 
Docc~tEXTS . JxvExTORY OF PARO-

CHIAL, BY C. H UGH CHA:L:MERS AXD 
A. R. YOUNG, 182- 186. 

Doddelwill, Anne, 7i). 
Dorset. (Dukes of), John Fredk ., 7!l. 

Lionel. 77 . 
Dorset (EH l'ls of). Cha r·le~. H6. 

Eel ward. 7 2. 
Rich a rd, 78, 80 . 
Thomas, 77. 

Downton, Ric., 71. 
Thomasin, 71. 

Duke, Sarah, 74. 
Duncombe, Geo., 72. 
Duplock, Thomas, 75. 
Dycheninge. Ditchling, 197. 
Dymand, Eliz., 72. 

East"'ick Barn, n ear Patcham, Lyn-
chets at, 19. 

EclmLmcl, Archbp. o[ Ca nterhmy, 
144--145. 

Eclolph, Thos .. 72. 
Edward 1. and Kingsh am . l 23. 
Edwards. \\'ill., 70. 
Elise, Hob., 72. 
Elizabeth (Queen), o"·ncr· of Tarring 

Manor, 149. 
Elstorn>. Cristin e, 71. 

H ic hard. 71. 
Eston, Robert. 76. 
Etchingh11m, Deed~ re, 69. 
EYAXS. R ev. A . A., A CoFF rx CHALIC'E 

AxD l'ATE"", 181. 

Field-\\'avs as. ociated with Snsscx 
lynch cts, 1- 6.3. 

Finds-
C'oins- Alfoldean, 98: 
Pollery- Alfolclean, 9:3 , 103 ; Buck-

land Bank, 37, 38, 40, 00; 
Glynde Hill, 189 ; Kithlll'st Hill, 
13, lii, 17, 19, ~4; Park Bottom, 
Brighton, 60; Park B row. 33, 
3+. :3.), 54. 

Skeleton - London Road, Brighton, 
l!ll- 2. 

Tempem painting- East G rinsteacl, 
202- 3. 

Jl!attle-ancl-daub Roman building-
Park Brow, :3:3. 

J1i.scellaneot~Y- l0l , 103, I O.J., 201. 
Fletching, "Flesingge," "Flecch-

y ngc,"' " Fleechyngge," Def'cls re, 70 
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Foste1', J ames, 80. 
X ich., 10. 

l!'ow· Lords" BLU"ghs, :3 '. 
Fowle, Anthony, 79 . 

Ric. , 79 
Framfield R ectoi·v. 7U. 
F rance, Thomas, "79_ 

Gage, \ ' iscoLmt. lfJ9 . 
Gatlaml. \\"alter. l 91. 
Gawen, Phi ll ip. I I . 
Gell, Francis Harding. US. 
Gibbs, Francis . 69. 
Gilbert. DaYies. US . 
Gill. :\fr., owner of Battle Gun-

powder works, l l.) . 
Gill more, J am es, l ~ I . 

Thos., 121. 
Gilmore, Jane. llJ . 

\\' illiam, l 1-L l l.5 . 
Ulatting Do""n Co,·er<:>cl \\"a_,-, .i/ . 

Habbin .. J ohn. 74. 
Hailsham, '·Haylesharn:· D eeds re, 

70. 
Hammes Sa\". :\Ianor of. 197. 
Ha rmnond, John. U7. 7:?. l l :? . 
Handford, Hugh. 77 . 

Hw'llfrev. 17 . 
Hangleton. Ancien't r oad nea r, JS 60. 
HANNAH, L~.-. C., Krxc:sHA)I, ."J::AR 

CHICHESTER, 123- 127 
Harben, Thomas, I D. 
Harclham, J ohn, i4 . 
Hardham Priory and :\fanor, 70. 

R oman s tation . 100-101. 
Hargra,·e, Thos .. 78. 
Hanner, Ti.moth~-. 7S. 
Ha rri~ , Thomas. iO . 
Rarvev, L e ·ter, 11 .) . 

· :\Iary, 114. 
\\' illiam (:ilmour, 114. Ll.3 . 

Hastings , Deeds re. 71. 
Hay, Richard. /.!. 
H easman, Ben!.. l 97. 
H eath field. Deeds re, i I . 
" H erstmouncP " or Hurstmonceux, 

72. 
H ewett. E . .'IL. 190. 
H e" ·gho;on . ,John , SU. 

J osane, ·u. 
H e wson , John. 79 . 
Highcle n Hill (W ashin!:!lon), Lynchets 

on . 36. 

G 

H 

Freeland, Sir Francis. Ba rt ., i 9 . 
Frenche, Joan. 7:! . 

J ohn . 1:2. 
Stephen . 7:!. 
\\"ill, i:? . 

Frist on . :IIeclia>rnl ke.\· found at. I 1. 

ULYXDJ:: HtLL. ::\oTE ox THE Ex-
_un.-;Anox OF A BARRO\\" os, BY 
B. Cl:RREY AND E. & E. c. 
C l 'R \\"EX. L8!l - 190. 

Goldsmith . J ohn. 7.5. 
Gooda ll. Agnes, 72. 

Ric., 72. 
Grace, Thomas. i i . 
G reen, Thomas, 80. 
Grinstead, East . "ee E ast (:1·insteacl . 
Ut.:XPO\\"DER \ \'ORKS AT BATTLE, 

STORY OF THE OLD, BY HERBEHT 
BLACJDIAX. 109 l :!:! . 

(;unter, Ueorge . 77 . 
. John. 77 . 

"' Hill, '" H ouse of :\Ir. Flaclgate, 3- 4. 
Hille. Ann, i:! . 

J ohn, 7:? . 
HrLLs. :\IR. \\ '. H ., DEEDS rn THE 
PosSESSIO~ OF, 66-80. 

Hilton, :\Iary. 68. 
H oade, Eliz .. 79 . 

Rob., 'i9 . 
H obbs, J ohn, 80 . 
H odelea, J ohn. 71. 
H ogsAesh, John , i4. 

ThoH .. / 4 . 
H oke. \\'alter de la . 70. 
H olmwood. Hoger. 7:!. 
H ood. T om, and Battle gunpowder 

works. 109 . 
H ooke. Thom as. 'i7 . 
H ornesby. Ecummcl. I S. 
H orsham. Deeds re, 7 1. 
H orsted. Little. D eed re. 74 . 
H orAted K eynes, D eeds re. 71. 

111\·entor •.• of P aro-
chial D ocrnnent 
et c., 18:?- l 6. 

H orton . H arr iet, 7.J. . 
H osn1c r, Geol'gc, 78. 

\\"i ll. i 
H oughton. Thomas. 74. 
H oughton .\lanor. Court roll~ . 71. 
H ouse po"·cler mills, 11:? . 
HO\rn rcl . Cha d es. L ord. 7 l. 
Hud<on. ,John . 74. 



HUGGETT [ 209 ] LYNDSEY 

Huggett, John, 75. 
William, 73. 

Hungerford , L ord, 148. 
Hu 1·st, H enry, G8. 

J ohn, 68. 

] lie ld, D eed re :.\Ia nor of. 7:2 . 
H o1·d, D eed re, 72 . 
Jgglesden, Dr. Stephen, 74. 
l rnberhorne Manor, 66. 
l x HU l!ATION AND CRE~IA'.rIONS O:>f 

T HE LONDON R OAD, BRIGHTON, B Y 
E. & E. C. CvRWEN, 191- 193. 

Jarvis, Robert, 113. 
\\' illiam. 11:3 . 

J arvise, Capta in, 79. 
J pnrnan , Thomas, 76. 
J enn er, Thomas, 69 . 

K cn sly , Ric., 70. 
K ent, ~inian, 66 . 
Kidde r, J ohn, 74 . 

Ric., 73. 
King, Catharine, 80. 

Fra11ces, 7'2 . 
J ohn, 7:2 , 76 . 

]\:ing's H ead I nn , Lewes, 73 . 

L am (or L om1. ?) , Edward, 106 . 
L a ne, \\' illiam, '; ;{. 
L an g ley, Thomas, 11 :2. 
'· Laqu es, ' ' .. L a quis,' ' or L ewes, 134-

139. 
Laughton, D eeds re, 7'2 . 
L auren ce, Charles, 11 5. 
Lavender. John, 79. 
Leap m· Lep e B ottom, Ent1·en chment 

in, 10, 1:3- 15, 52. 
L ceves, W illiam, 80. 
L eghe, Hi cha rd, 77. 
Le igh , John Willi am, 74. 
L EIYES, CASTI,E OF [Its orig im tl site , 

and etymology of name] . BY L. F. 
SALZMAN, 134-139. 

L ewe-, D eed s 1·e, 73 . 
Pri01·y, 73. 
R estora tion of Gorinµ- :.\Ian-

sion. 203. 

I 

J 

K 

L 

Hurst. L ydia, HS. 
:.\la ry , 68. 

Hurstmon ceux, "' H ers tmonceu x. ·· 
" H erst1nounces,' ' D eeds re, 71- 72. 

Hurstpierpoint , D eer ls re, 72. 

INl ' ENTORY OF PAROCHIAL Doct: · 
"ME:>fTS, t;TC. , BY C. H LJG H CHAL· 
MERS AND A. R . YO UNG, l 8 2- 186. 

Isted. Edw., 79. 
:.\Iart ha. ill . 

J e ving ton. Lyn chets neai·, 2. +9- 5 l. 
Jona , .J ohn. 68. 
Jo1·clon, H enry, 69. 
Jux, Richarrl, 69 . 

KINC:SHA~~ - NEAR CHICHESTER, BY 
IAN C. HANXAH, 123- 127. 

Kingston, D eed 1·e, 72. 
Kirdforcl, " Kyrclforcl," D eed re, 72. 
Kit hurst Hill ear t hworks , 9-30, 52-

54. 
Knight, i\Iary, 69. 
Knowles, J ames. 68. 

i\Iary, 68. 

L e " es, Stocks . ~0:3 . 
Table t placed on hou se of Dr. 

G ideon Mantel, 203. 
Lig htmakc r. Sarah , 66. 
LIMOGES E s.DJE l, FIG t:RE DIS-

COVERED AT SHULBREDE PRIOJ<Y, 
BY A RTHLJR PONSONBY, 194- l!JJ. 

L oonge, Thomas . 7 1. 
L o rrl. Su anna, 78. 
L owt" \Ya lte1·, 80. 
L unclesfo1·cl. \\'illiam, I Z+ . 
Lur_gash a ll , Deeds re, 74. 
Lu taens pottery, 97 . 10:3 . 
L Y.i\"CHETS, S USSEX L YNCHETS A:-.'D 

T HEI R As,;OCIATED FIELD-We\ Y S, 
B YE. & E. C. CGJl ll'ES, l- 6.3. 

L yndsey. Edward, 70, 79 . 
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Mabb, \rilliam, 73 . 
J[abbott, " ·1..,. Comthope. 79. 
Mace, George, .-\pothecary. 196. 
}Iacrinus pottery, 97. 
:\Ialling, South. Deed ,.e R ectory, 78. 
}[andv, Henrv. 68. 
}[annooch, xicholas . :'\[a \ 'O r of Rye. 

78. • 
i\Iantel, Dr. Gideon. 20:3. 
:\Iarchant. } fotT . 80. 
::'lfarclen . X orth: Deed~ re. 71i . 
l\Iarden, \\ 'est, D eeds rP, 7!! , 0. 
iHa resfic ld. Deeds re. 7 4 . 
}[arkwick. ::'IIargaret . 7.3. 
::'llal'ipost or :\Iarelpostc. U!l (110le). 
::'IIarsh, Re,·. Geo., 7:3 . 
:\Iarshc. Eliz .. 72. 

\ \'ill . 72. 
Martin. X e\\·Jand. 7 J. 
l\Iartin· · Croft Furze. L),1Chets in, 

10, 1.3- 17, .~:3 . 
iHa1·tyn, Thomas . 70. 
}fathe11-. John , 72. 

::'l[an-. 72 . 
l\Iatthews. Ueorge, 11 3. 
:\Iav. Sir J ames. 7.3 . 
l\fa}·fiekl, D eeds re, 74. 
Maynard, Francis, /.'\. 
Mea8ures, Old land. 4+-48, I :!8 . 
l\Ieeching, Deed re ::'llanor oi. 76. 
l\Iepham, Simon. Archbishop. 142. 
l\Ierton Roman Station. Coins found 

at. !!9. 

Keale . JohJ1 :'Ila. on. 69. 
:N'e,·ili. Halph . B[shop. L.J.:2. 
Kewha\'en H arbour. Docurnpnt re. 

l 9.'i. 
Kinfi elcl . Deeds re. 7 1l. 
K oakes. Thomas. 72 . 

"Qr,n p ALACB .. AT \\' BST TARHl.'<G, 
BY .-\RTHt:R 8. PACKH.Dl. ]~() 17!l. 

Oliver, Thomas, 6H. 
Orlton, Huirh. 78. 

PACKHA~l. ARTRL'R 13.. O> .. THE OLD 
PALAn~ ·· AT \\'EsT TAnmxc, 140-
179. 

Page, Thoman. 7.3. 
ThomasJohn. 0. 

Palmer, Oeorge, 79. 

N 

0 

p 

::'llen· Family of Hat6eld, Pedigree, 
105 IOfi .• 

::'IJ.ichelgrn,·e. Anne, 124. 
Cicely, 124. 
.John, 124. 

}Jidd.Jt> Brow, LynC'hets, etc.. c>n, 
10, 19- 30, 49. 50, 53. 

::'lliJIP. Richard. 70. 
::'lliller, \\'illiam. 73. 
::'llillington . Thomas. Gti. 
::'llissin@:. Thomas, ti7. 
:\Iitchell. CiC'ely. 124. 

Sir Wm.,1~4 . 
:\Iolyneux. Car,\·ll. \ 'iscount, 78. 
::'llonk. John. 69. 
:llontague, Francis, \ ' iscow1t, 11 ~. 

Henry. \ 'iscow1t, 11 ~ . 
:'> loon, John. 75. 

Thomas, /.). 
::'IIoone, John. 7.3 . 

J oseph . 73. 
Thoma~, 7.) . 

::'lloore. Re,-. Giles . l 3. 
~!organ, Jame .. 111, JL G. 
::'llorier . \\'ill, 196. 
::'llorle."' Sir John, 10 . 

ir· \Yill. 108 . 
:\lotkyn. Thos .. 7ti . 
::'llotmt, John, 75. 
::'llucldle, \\'illiam. 74. 75. 
:\[unclham, Xorth. :\lano1· of, H•fl . 

X orfolk. Chal'ies, Duke of. 71. ~I. 
::\OTES Al'D QCEHlES, 187 :!O.J. . 
X owell, Joan. 106. 
XtusP, .-\nn, 71. 

\\' ill, 7]. 

Q,·endcn, John. 78. 
\\·m., 78. 

o,·inden, ThoF .. ; 8. 

Pangdene, :llanor of, J 97. 
Pankhurst, Stephen. 7.5 . 
Park Bottom, Brighton, L),1chct at, 

60. 
Park Bro\\' ( ompting) L~1•d1H· 

System. 29 3.), +!l, .)0, .)4. 
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Park Iron Mills, 113. 
Parker, Stephen, 7Ao. 
PATEN, A COFFIN CRALIC'E AND , BY 

Rev. A. A. EVANS, 181 . 
Peake, Jo eph, 80. 

Wm., 71. 
Peasmarsh . D e>ed re, 76. 
P Pckham, Archbishop, I+ 7. 

John, 198. 
Mary, 80, 198. 

PEC KHAM, ,V. D., AND J3RJDGEMA:'>'. 
C. G. 0., ON AMBERL1n· CASTLr: 
MEASURE~mNTS, 128- 1 :rn. 

Pelham, H enry, 80. 
Pelland, Thomas, 74. 
P ellinge, Alex .. 72. 
P enfold, Hugh, 66. 
P enged ene (Pangdene ), Manoi· of. 197. 
P enly, Sampson, 68. 
"Pepper-in-eye,·· P eperC'ngeye, or 

P ep erenge powder mill~, 11 ~ -113. 
P evensey, Deed s i·e, 76. 
Piddinghoe, Deed re, 77. 

Racton, Deed re Manor of. 77. 
Randal!, Joseph, 12+. 
R1ttinclen, AgathA. 70 . 

\ralte r dP. 70. 
R ecd, James, 73. 
Relf, H enry, 75. 

Thomas, 7i3. 
R elfe, RobPrt, 7.1. 
Remains, see Finds. 
REPORTS o~· Lor·.u, SECRETAIUES, 

201- 204. 
Reydon, Eliz., 78. 

Will ., 78. 
l'tichard de W yke, St, t+.i . 
l'tingmer. Deeds re, 77. 
L'toads, see Stane StreC't: Fielfl-,.,.ays. 
Robert~bridgi>. Abbe,v of. 77 . 
]'tobinson , Eclmun<l, 72. 

Lady Ann, 66. 
Thom11sin. 72. 

l'toge rs, Hwnphrey, 77 
L'tolfi>. James, 67. 

l'tichard, 7!). 
Robert, 75. 

SaPkville, H on. Edward, 70. 
George, Lord S11ckvill'3, 6!l. 
Thomru·, Lord Sackvill<'. 

66. 
Rack' iilP Coll ege, East Gr inst.ead. fi8. 

69. 

R 

Pilfold, Richard. 71. 
Susan, 71. 

Pix, Charles, 67, 72. 
Eliz., 72 . 

Planys, Richard, 70. 
Ploughing and lynchet formation, 

4- 8, .Jl- 43 . 
PlL1mpton , D eed re. 77 . 
Pocock, George, 80. 

Samuel, 71. 
Polhill , Edward, 67. 
PONSONBY, ARTH UR, ON LIMOGES 

ENAMRT, FIGU RE DISC'OVERED AT 
SHULBREDE PRIOHY. 19-1-- l!l.). 

Ponynge., Admn de, 197. 
Thomas de, l 97 . 

Pottery, see Finds. 
Powder -mi ll House. 11 +. 
Pratt, John, 76. 

Thomas, 76. 
Pugly. Richard, 73. 
Pylfoldi>, Eliznbeth, 149(110/e). 

Roman-Brit. remains found in East-
bourne rlistrict .. 201. 

Roman building exeavatNL at Park 
Bt·ow, 35, 54. 

ROMAN Bu.RIAL IN ALnrNGBOURNE, 
BY E . & E . C. Cmtw1rn, 19:!- 1!)4. 

Roman Road, Stant> Street, 8 1. 
ROMAN STATION, \LFOLDEA:N , BY 

S. E . 'rr:rnoLT. 81- 104. See a/Ro 
Finds . 

Ronghton, Manoi· of, lOU. 
Rotherfield, Mortgage re Dunsta lls, 

77. 
Row<', John, 79. 
Rovdon, Thomas, 72 . 
Ru~se ll , Edward, 19.:j. 

Colonel John, }!):) . 
John, 78. 
Mary, 73. 
Nathanael, 73 . 
Richard, 73. 

Rye>, D eeds re, 78. 
Ryve rs . Sir Geo., 77, 7!J. 

St,. J ohn. Barons. 124. 
Isabel, 12+. 
Isolda, 124. 

SalPhurst, Deeds n, 78. 
SALZMA'>'. L. F., ON THE CASTLE OF 

LF.WE~, Ul4- 1:39 . 

Q 
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"Samian ,. pottet·y found at Al-
forclean, 95- 98, 103. 

Sampson, Richard. 67. 
Satin. Jameq, 73. 
8awyer, Anne. 76. 

John, 76. 
Thos .. 78. 

8axby, J ohn, 73. 
Richard. 73 . 

Snxon Down, Area of fiPlrLq, 4!l . ."\O. 
Say, Geoffrey de. I 97. 

Idonea, I 97. 
Scdle combe powder works. 11 3. 11.j. 

Expl os ion at. 121. 
Seinliz, Simon de. I +2. I+:{ . 
Shelley, Edwa rd, 78. 

Henr~' · 79. 
John, 124. 
Ric., 6. 

Shipley, D eeds re. 78. 
Shoreham, 204. 
SROREHAM PALEOLITR. BY HENRY 

CREAL, 187. 
8RULBREDE PRIORY, LDIOGES ENA-

~rnL FIGURE DrsoovERED AT. BY 
:\RTFilJR PONSO:<BY. l!l+ - l!l:; . 

Skinner, H en l·y, 7~. 
Zacharias. 72 . 

Slau,gham. :\Ianor of. lfl7 . 
Slingdon Do\\·n . L,vn<'h<>t fipJcl-wn~· · 

:)7. 
Smith, John. 198. 

Josias, 73. 
Simon, 0. 
Thomas, 67. 

Smiths of Apuldrnm oncl Bindrrton 
108. 

Smyth, George. 0 . 
R emy A., 79. 
J oan, 79. 

Smythe, Alice. 72. 
Will .. 72 . 

Snasha ll , Sa.muel, 72. 
Sompting. Park Brow L~·nrhpt­

Systpm, 29 ;i:;_ +9. 'iO, :;+. 

'T'arring. D<>erl rP. 79. 
"Teryng" Pnrsonage, 1+9. 

15;;, 
'T'ARRTNG, \\'EST. "THE 0 Ln PALACE ' ' 

AT, BY AllTHl 'R 13. PAC'KHA~!. 
140- 179. 

TM·erner, \Yilliam le, 12+. 
Te rryng, Simon d C' . l+.~. 
'T'h nkeham. D C'ed re. 79 . 
'T'homas a Becket and .. Olcl PolncP ,. 

nt Tarring. l+0- 1+1. 

T 

Southover, Deeds re. 73 . 
Southove1· ' )fount "-\Vas it the 

original site of \Vm. de \\'ar·enne's 
Castle of Lewes, I :1 139. 

Spence, John, 70. 
Stace, Eliz., 76. 

Sihon, 76. 
\\'m., 75. 

Stanr Str<><> t. 1. 
A road of commrr<'<' in 

! st cent., IO I . 
Its probable date, !l+-!l.i. 

98. 
Part re-made by Ch. 

Duke of X orfolk. 
Relation of pr<>sent road 

to. 09- 100. 
Stansfield, John, 7 
Staplegh, Richard. 70 . 
Staples, Alfred. 68. 
Stempe. J ohn, 73 . 
Stern, John, 70. 
Ste ,·en . . Thos., 7 . 
Stockbriclg<'. 123. 
Stocke. GPorge A .. 72. 
8tone. Su. an . IH;. 

\\'alter. 80. 
\\.ill. . flfi . 

Storckey. Will .. 72 . 
Studle"' .fohn. 7:3. 
, 'umeri. Simon de. 11 :J . 
S USSEX DEED!'< IN PRT\'A'l'E HANDS, 

66- 0. 
S u-ssEx LY~C'HETS AND THEIR Asso-

CIATED FIELD-\\' A \'S. BYE. & E. C. 
CUR\\'EN. 1- 6.5. 

Sutton. Ellis. 6 . 
John, Rector of 'T'arring. 14!l. 

Swaine, John. 7l. 73 . 
Swane . tephen. 70 . 
SvrlnP\' , \\'illiam. 12+. 

· · filmiJ,,· of King~h'1m. 12+. 
.\ rms of, 12.i, 

Thornwick Barn. Earthwork mljoin· 
ing, 10. li- 18, 53. 

Thornwick Plain. Pits in . 10. 17- l!l. 
Thorpe. Edmund. 76. 
Thundersbarrow Hill. L~-nf'hPt nn . 

2- 3. 49. 50. 
Thur- ton, John, 7 . 
Tipper, \Yilliam, 67. 
Titchbourne. John. 72. 
Titus, Siliu . 195. 
Tooke. \Yilliam, 72 
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Townshend, Lot'cl, 7;J . 
Trndcroft. ~fothaniel , 71. 
Tregoz, H enl'y, 84. 
Trevor, Anne, 70. 

Uck field, D eed re, 7!l. 

V"•mll, Eliz., 77. 

_,,, 
William, 77. 

gate, 128- 130. 

\Vakeham, Thomas, 69. 
'IValeys, Godfrey le, 144. 

Joanie, 146, 147. 
l=tichanl le, 145- 147. 

\\ ' al'bleton. Deed"' re, 79. 
W al'Cnne, \Yilliam de, 134, L::l5, 137. 
\\' ashi n11;ton, Lynchets on High den 

Hill, 56. 
\Vebber, Anne, 198. 

Charle~ (Admiral) , 19 
Mary, 198. 
William, 198. 

Webster, Sir A. and Lady, 114. 
Sir Thomas, 113. 

W eller, Hugh, 78. 
W epham Down, Size of fields, 30 
\Vest Tarring, see Tarring. 
Westfield, Deed re, 80. 
W estland, Lady, lll. 
Westmeston, D eed re, 80. 
\Veston, Abraham, 75. 

George, 74. 
John, 74, 78 
Thomas, 75. 

\Vethershed, Richard, Archbishop, 
142. 

vVheeler, Jane, 78. 
Paul, 78. 

Yardly, Jasper, 74. 
Yeadon, H enry, 80. 

u 

Turner, Rev. Edw., 74. 
Seth, 73. 

Tutslrnm, Th01nas, 70. 
Tyler, George, 71i. 

I Upmarden, Deeds re, 70. 

v 

w 

y 

Volunteers , Commission to Capt. 
Jarvise, 79. 
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