
SUSSEX MONUMENTAL BRASSES 
B Y MRS. c. E. D. D AVIDSON-HOUSTON 

PART I V 

NI FIELD 
I. Inscription, Anne and Elizabeth Bowyer, 1672 and 1673. Mural, 

over the priest's doorway, chancel. 
An inscription, 15! by 41- in., to two of the daughters of John 

Bowyer, rector, in two lines: 

AN NE.-.-j DAW HER or IoHN Bo WYER) 2~f .l 
EL1ZABL'Ff ~CLERK£ DIED 10VfMBER ~4)'6)t 

From information taken from the parish register, and supplied to the 
writer by the Reverend E. H. Rudkin, rector of Ninfield, it appears 
that John Bowyer was rector of Ninfield from 1663 to 1681, was 
married to Alice -- and had eight children: William and Sarah ; 
Anne, Elizabeth, Alice and John, all buried near the chancel door; 
Thomas and Katherine. Anne and Elizabeth, commemorated on the 
brass, died in infancy, as the dates of their baptisms are given as 
1668 and 1670. John Bowyer was known for his work of restoration 
at St. Mary the Virgin, Ninfield; he started a day school within the 
church, and appointed Mr. John Sone, B.A., of St. Catherine's 
College, to instruct the children of the parish. 

H e died in 1681, and is buried in the churchyard. 
Burrell (Add. MS. 5697, f. 8 ) mentions this brass, 'affixed to the 

Wall near the Chancel Door' and gives a drawing of a lozenge charged 
with Or a bend vaire cotised sable, for Bowyer of Leythorne. 

NORTHIAl\'I 
I. Effigy of Robert Beuford, rector, 1518, inscription, and two evangel-

istic symbols. Nave. 
A standing effigy, 18! in., of a priest in ma s vestments. Robert 

Beuford is repre ented with long hair, and tonsured. He wears the 
alb, and over it the cassock, with broad fur cuffs, amice, chasuble, 
stole, and maniple, the apparels are ornamented with a quatrefoil 
pattern; on his feet are broad-toed shoes, he stands on a grass 
mound. The inscription, 22 by 6! in. ; is in four lines in black letter: 



NORTHIAM: ROBERT BEUFORD. 
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Ofyor charite pray for the soule ofsyr RobertBeuford [ sumtyme 
person of this Churche of Northia the which [ decessed the 
xxvn1 day of Aprill in the yere of or lord M[vcxvn1 on whose 
soule Ihu haue mercy Amen. 

Below are two evangelistic symbols of St. Mark and St. Luke. 

II. Effigy of Nicholas Tufton, Esq. 1538, with modern inscription. 
Nave. 
A standing effigy, 23! in., in civil dress. Nicholas Tufton is clean-

shaven, has long hair , and is tonsured; he wears a long fur-trimmed 
gown , with false sleeves and slits for the arms, over a doublet with 
full sleeves; low, broad-toed shoes; his hands are raised, palms in-
ward, only the little fingers being joined; he stand on a grass mound. 

The inscription now below the figure is not the original, but of 
later date. In 1777 when Burrell visited the church (Add. MS. 5697, 
f. 94r), he mentioned, and sketched, this brass, 'torn from a grave-
stone and preserved by the clark '. 

Some years ago, a brass inscription-the lettering much worn-
together with a fragment of a second, was discovered in a curiosity 
shop in Bexhill, and presented to the vicar of Northiam; these are 
now fixed to the east " ·indow in the south wall; it is clear that this 
inscription is the original, belonging to t he Tufton brass mentioned 
by Burrell as loose, and that it wa lost, and that the new one now 
below the figure was made to take its place. 

The inscription is as follows, tran cribed from the original plate, 
which measures 17 t by 3 in. ; it is in three lines in black letter: 

Hie iacet Xicolaus Tufton Armiger qui obiit [ penultimo die 
Decembris anno d(omi)ni .:\fil(e )imo quin- [gentesimo tricesimo 
octavo cui(us) a(n)i(m)e p(ro)piciet(ur) deus A(men). 
Translation: ' H ere lies Nicholas Tufton, Esq., who died 30th 
December, A.D. 1538, on whose soul may God have mercy, 
Amen.' 
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The small fragment with precisely the same lettering would 
appear to be in memory of Margaret, daughter and heir of John 
Hever of Cranbrook, Kent, and wife of Nicholas Tufton, esquire, 
with the date of death 15- incomplete. 

The fragment, 6l by 3-§- in., is inscribed: 
Hie iacet Marga . . . 
-ton Armigeri qui .. . 
quingentesimo ... 

Nicholas was the great-grandson of Simon de Toketon, who in 
1362 was witness to a deed executed at Northiam, and ancestor of 
the first Earl of Thanet, ob. 1679 (Masse). H e was Commissioner of 
Sewers in 1534. In his will dated 2 January 1538 he ordered his 
body 'to be buried in the Church of the Blessed Virgin of N orthiam, 
before the altar of Saint Nicholas, and that a stone be laid over me 
with picture thereon and an inscription ' (Guide to the church). Illus-
strated in Grose, Antiq. of Eng., supplt. r, pl. 8, fig. 1. 

III. Inscription, Richard Sharp, 1553--4; palimpsest. Window of 
south aisle. 
An inscription, 18t by 3 in., to Richard Sharp, very much worn, 

in three lines, in black letter: 

Orate p(ro) anima Ricardi Sharp gen(er)osi qui obiit decimo I 
(die Januarii) 1 anno d(omi)ni milesimo quingentesimo quin-1 
quagesimo tertio cui(us) anime p(ro)picietur deus Amen. 
Trans"lation: 'Pray for the soul of Richard Sharp , gentleman, 
who died the lOth day of January A.D. 1553, on whose soul may 
God have mercy, Amen.' 

1 The month is now illegible but is supplied from the copy made by Burrell; 
Add. MS. 5697, f. 95. 
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On the reverse side is inscribed in three lines in black letter : 
... Thom(a)s Hastyng(es) quonda(m) civis et piscinari(us) 
London qui obijt I ... anno d(omi)ni M 0 ccccc0 vr Et Angnes 
uxor eius que obijt I . .. sis dese(m)ber anno d(omi)ni M 0 vc 
quor(um) a(n)i(m)ab(us) p(ro)piciet(ur) de(us) amen. 
Translation: ' (Here lies) Thomas Hastynges sometime citizen 
and fishmonger of London, who died .. .. A.D. 1506, and his 

ife Agnes, who died ... December, 1500, on whose souls may 
God have mercy.' 

The earliest parish record of the Sharps is in 1535, when Richard 
Sharp married Alice, daughter of Nicholas Tufton (Guide to the 
church). 

IV. Inscription , John Sharp, 1583 ; palimpsest. Window of south 
aisle. 
An inscription, 13~ by 5 in., to John Sharp, in five lines, in black 

letter; a small piece of the brass has been cut out, damaging the 
second and third lines: 

Here lyeth the Body of John Sharp I ofNorthiam gentil-1 -man 
which married I Alyce Odyer[ne] and had Issue by her VI I 
sonnes and VII daughters and Deceassed I the VIII daye of 
Aprill A0 1583. 
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The reverse was discovered to be a portion of the border of a large 
Flemish brass with the words, ' .. cleyhem die staerf ' on a curved 
band. It is described in .M.B.S. Trans. vi, 79: ' The spaces between 
the curves of the band are diapered with foliage, the upper contains 
the figure of an eagle, the lower a grotesque hairy figure with the 
head of a dog or 'rnlf carrying a staff in its left hand.' The words 
in the scroll are part of a Flemish memorial to a member of a family 
whose name ended in -cleyhem, and may be translated ' ... cleyhem 
who died ... ' This may have been a border inscription only, or the 
border round a large bras , probably 1'ith one or more effigies. 
The date is probably early fifteenth century. The ornamental foliage 
and lettering are somewhat similar to the bra s in the Louvre in 
Paris, to Peter Zatrylla (see .1.11.B.S. Portfolio, III, pl. 32), but un-
fortunately on this brass the final date is not recorded, though it is 
probably about 1400. There is a pronounced similarity in the let-
tering, and particularly in the peacock feather type of foliage, to 
that on the brass to Wouter Copman, 1387, in the cathedral at 
Bruges. It is interesting to note that another portion of the same 
original brass has been used to make up part of the effigy to the wife 
of Edmund Eyre, 1563 (engraved 15 1), at Burnham in Bucks. On 
this fragment the words ' bid over de ' (pray for the), can be seen, 
and would be the final clause. 1 

Illustrated in M.B.S. Trans. YI, 0 (palimpse t). 
Lost Brass. 

I. Inscription, Hamon Attegate. 
Burrell (Add. l\18. 5697, f. 9-!r), ' on a brass which had been torn 

from a Grave stone & preserved by the care of the Clarke: 
Obiit H amonis Attegate VII ... primo obiit Johanna Attegate , 

NUTHUR T 
I. Inscription, (chalice lost), Thomas Frenshe, rector, 1486. Xow on 

sill of window. 
An inscription, 141 by 3~ in. , in three lines, in black letter: 

Hie iacet d(omin)us Thom{a)s Frenshe quo{n)d(a)m Rector 
isti(us) eccl(es)ie I qui obijt x die l\iensis Septembris Anno 

1 Information supplied by )fr. R. H. P earson, H on. Sec. )l.B.S. 
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d(omi)ni Mill(es)imo I cccc0LxxxvJ0 • Cuius Anime propicietur 
deus Ame(n). 
Translation: ' Here lies Sir Thomas Frenshe, sometime rector 
of this church, who died the lOth day of September, A.D. 1486. 
On whose soul may God have mercy. Amen.' 

The Rev. Edward Turner1 says, 'A slab of Sussex marble , which 
had once a brass inserted in it, was discovered about fifteen years 
ago in uthurst Church. The size of the slab is 5 feet in length , by 
3 feet in width. It appears to have had a figure upon it-as the 
matrices of a chalice and paten remain-indicating the person to 
whose memory it was placed to have been an ecclesiastic. The brass 
effigy is gone, but the inscription plate is perfect.' Dallaway2 says 
F renshe became rector in 1443. 

ORE 
I. Civilian, and wife, c. 1400, bracket, marginal inscription, and 

shields lost . Relaid on wall of chancel. 
Two standing effigies, full face, measuring 29! in. The man is 

depicted in t he dress of a franklin of the early fifteenth century; he 
has short hair parted in the middle, a small forked beard, and a 
moustache. He wears a long ungirded gown, reaching to the ankles, 
buttoned at the top, with a hood, over an under-tunic which has 
t ight, buttoned, mitten sleeves covering the backs of his hands ; no 
cloak is worn; over t he right shoulder passe a richly decorated 
buckled bawdrick, from which an anelace is suspended by a thong; 
the shoes are narrow and end in sharp points; he stands upon a 
grass mound. Another instance of the bawdrick worn across the 
shoulder instead of round the waist, is at Stoke Fleming, Devon 
(Druitt , 201) . · 

The lady wears the 'nebule ' head-dress, with two rows of frills , it 
does not enclose the head and cheeks as in the earlier form; a long 
low-necked kirtle, buttoned from neck to feet, with sleeves frilled 
at the wrists, and terminating in mittens; she has pointed shoes and 
stands on the ground. There are other examples of a dress being 
buttoned throughout its whole length, e .g. Marion Grevel at Chipping 
Campden , 1401, and at Chinnor, Oxon. (Druitt, 251- 3) . 

This was formerly a ' bracket' brass, and was removed from the 
old church of St. H elen . M osse (133) says the figures probably belong 
to John H alle and his wife Amiee, who died 1421-2 and 1430, and 
directed by their wills to be buried in the 'Church of St. Elene of 
Ore ' (P.C.C. 53 Marche; Reg. Archbp. Chichele, pt. I, f. 426b) ', 
but in Mill Stephenson's List the approximate date is given as 1400. 

Burrell, who visited the church in May 1776, records a brass (Add. 
MS. 5697 , f. 97) which is probably the foregoing: ' On a gravestone 

1 S .A .C. XXIII. 171. 2 Dall. n, pt. 2, 363. 
M 



ORE: UXKKO\\'X, 
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in the Chancel are depicted in Brass the portraits of a Man & Woman 
in a praying attitude, their heads are covered with a pew, under 
their feet was a Brass Inscription & two Escotcheons which are lost.' 

The brass is illustrated in Beaumont, 46 ; Boutell, Series; Haines, 
168 (head of lady); Macklin, Mon. Er., lst ed., 79 (head of lady); 
S.A.C. XLII. 7 (head of lady); S.C.M. III. 217. 

PATCHAM 
I. Inscription, Anne Stapley, 1637. Chancel. 

On a rectangular plate, 15! by 7 in., an inscription in seven lines, 
in roman capitals: 

HE.E.ro:. LYETH BVRYE. D THE 80DY 
OF ANNE. 5TAP l .. E y THE WIF:E. 
OF ANT HON E. y 5TAPLLY OF 
P ATCHAM ESS, AND SISTLR VNTO 
THE RIGHT HoNORABLE Gf..ORGL 
LORD GORING WHO D"EC'EA5£D 
v PoN THE 9T11 oF NoVE.MBER (637 

II. Below is a smaller plate, 15! by 5 in., with an inscription in four 
lines, in roman capitals: 

H~RE LYETH llVRI't:D THE BODY 
OF ANN 5rAPLC."Y THE ONELY 
DAVGHT:BR OF ANTHONY STAPLEY 
OF PATCHAM Escf SHEE. DlED ANNO 

rG4s' 
These Stapleys belonged to the Framfield branch, who used for 

armorial bearings: Argent on a fess engrailed ermine between 3 hurts 
two dragons' heads erased or. Crest , a demi-hairy savage girt round 
the body with a girt gules, nimmed and studded or, thereto a gold 
chain, holding in his hands a staple, points down, or. 1 Arms con-
firmed and crest granted by Norroy 1592 to Anthony Stapley. (See 
Burke, 965.) 

1 See S.A.C. n. 105-6. 
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PETT 
I. I nscription, George T heobald, 1641- 2. Nave . 

An inscription, ll t by 5t in., in t wo lines, in roman capitals, with 
four English verses, to George Theobald, t he date of his death is 
below in t ext : 

.&DIBVS HIS MORJEN;:> CAMPANAM SPONtE Dt.DIST 
.tAVDF'..S PVISANDit: SVN.T T HIDBALD£ 'fVlt 

HEE RE UF.S GIORG£TIBOBAlDALOVER.OfBEILS 
AJ\ID OF 'RJS HO~·S£AS i:tAI'IPIL~.llEU.S 
HE GAvtAB£Ll f RELY ·roGRACE 1£1'£WSEPL 
l\I i'{G OVT HfS'PR~SE 11£RFORF.YEGGl>D1'EOPL 

··~')! JcJ ..!)LO ~ ~e, yl'J;ruJ j :' 
~ 4 ,;rrno 7>m 1 C-4- 1 1, .~ ·"""':" ,., ; -" 

The bell belonging to Pett church is of this date, 1641 , but is in-
scribed : ' Rober t F oster gave xzv. toward me.'1 

PETWORTH 
I. I nscription, Nicholas Smythe, M.A. 1591, H igh up on wall of 

chancel. 
On a rect angular plate, 21! by St in ., \Vhich has an ornamental 

border , an inscription in eighteen lines, in roman capit als, to 
Nicholas Smythe, M.A., rector , t he last line is in Greek : 

L-.r7L),,J - .r~~~~o't.SY- ' 
Nrc OLAVS SN 'l J-£ BvCH1NCAMlENS1s,Ho;-; r.s'To LOCONA'TVS, 
VTn • vs~c Y Nl'IASIJ WJCHA MlCJ,.BLS.A.J;.V?.n1v s ,VTR08IQ.. 
PVER,V'TROll 1q._Soc1vs : ~VM IANARTIV °MAGIS'"rilR IN E'To 
NEl'ISI COL LF.GIO, S VM:MYS REI OOMES'rlCl'i. PROCV R AIO.Jl ES" 

~ <;'F.T ( BVll SA RIVll< VOCANT) A OH V IVS ECCL E SJN.G V B.ERNATt· 
~- ONE PROVECTVS £ST 1s: orn APRILISA

0
00I 1561 .CVI 'TRI " 

(;INTA ANl'WVS ANNIS M4CNA CVl\4 LAVllE PR,>i.FVIT, HO:MO ~· 
O OC'TV.S & l'RORVS,8YNC£RI P&CTORfS,6ENIGNVS,VRllAN VS , . 

'l-IO_§PlTALl5, PAC rFIC'VS, PROCF.RIBVS , AC l'><El. 1011.I S NO'TI\', 
Hor UV.!., IVXIA. (' HARVS: & £RGA SVCC£SSORF.SSVQS BENE Vo: ~ 

·"" Lv & B £ NEF1cv se PR~ST_!T1T, o~ QYrnvs 0N"1svs .op·n 111r. IYJ l 'll<ER ITVS EST. NE<?.,YN~A,INONI VJ'T~.SV~ CVRSY,VVLCI ,I' 
;~ A f> PLAVSVN.AVRA"M l'OPVLAR~,JllVNOA.NA VE VANAMC&.0_11.1 ~ 
· AIY CAPTAVJT,SED l'OTIV.S,Q..YOOPI) VJRI EST,~£SVRSV~1SVT, tSE.HPER & s EOVLO ~SfVIT,OBlfT LO 01 E IA"'NVARIJ A0 Dot 15'91,'~ 
~ CVr.t SEPTVAGESIMVN Jlt;rATIS ANNV I.AM PROPEATTICISSE.T, · 

PAV PERIBVS °1"1AXl~E 0£.SIDE'.RATVS. 
ou-c;t0$cp 'bi"'>..).rl.,TlN<S 

f',--~~~--e......---.: . . ... 

1 S.A.0. :l!..'TI. 188, 220. 
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Translation: 'Nicholas Smythe of Buckingham, of gentle birth, 
and twice a student of either school of Wykeham, in each as a 
boy, of each a fellow, being then a Master of Arts, and chief 
procurator of the economic affairs of Eton College (bursar they 
call it), was promoted to the governance of this church on the 
15th day of April, in the year of Our Lord 1561, over which he 
presided with great credit for more than thirty years. He was 
a learned and upright man, sincere of heart, kindly, well man-
nered, hospitable, peaceable; to superiors and men of high 
position, alike dear, and to his successors he showed himself 
benevolent and beneficent and did them great service; nor ever 
once in the whole course of his life did he court the applause of 
the crowd, fickle popularity, or worldly vain glory, but rather 
sought ever and sought diligently, as became a man of piety, 
the things which are above. He died on the lOth day of January, 
A .D. 1591, having well nigh attained the 70th year of his age. 

By the poor greatly regretted. 
Not whence? but who?' 

II. Inscription, Henry, Lord Percy, 1597. North chancel. 
On a scroll, 17t by 7t in., an inscription to Henry, Lord Percy, 

in three lines, in roman capitals, engraved c. 1620, at the same time 
as No. III: 

He was son of Henry, Earl of Northumberland, and was baptized 
8 July, 1596, Queen Elizabeth being his godmother.1 

1 G.E.C. Complete Peerage, s.v. Northumberland. 

T 
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III. I nscription, Dorothy, Countess of Northumberland, 1619. North 

chancel. 
On a scroll, 1 ft. 9! in. by 6! in., an inscription to Dorothy, 

Countess of Northumberland, in four lines, in roman capitals: 

She was married first to Sir Thomas Perrott, and secondly to 
H enry, Earl of Northumberland.1 

IV. I nscription, Alexander Bownde, D.D., 1622. Mural, chancel. 
An inscription on a plate, 18! by 6i in., to Alexander Bownde, 

D.D., R ector, in five lines, in text, with a tribute in two lines in 
roman capitals: 

Here._!yeth;y body oFAle~der 'Bo:wnde 
rooctor in dlvinitie ,'who- depa.t:ted this !Yfe 
'December :30: 1G1 ·2 , after lie ha.d contih\lr?d 
["JNnfull pa I tor of this Church of 'Petwocth the 
fpac~ of 30 yeares ~ xj months &vpwacd 

Mo RE r1vs rv1T ORE POTENS. RE l'.\VIT E.GENO.s . 
fLENVS AMORE. OE.I, Cl!.SSIT AB OROE. M"-Ll : 

Translation: ' Pious of life , mighty of speech he was, of his sub-
stance he fed the needy; filled with the love of God, he departed 
from the world of evil. ' 

H e was of Eton and King's College, Cambridge, at which univer-
sity he obtained his doctorate in 1595. H e was also vice-provost of 
Eton.2 

V. I nscription, Anne Dawtrey, 1624-5. Mural , north chancel. 
On a rectangular plate, 22! by 13 in., an inscription to Anne, wife 

of Henry Da,vtrey, of Moore, Esq., in sixteen lines, in roman 
capitals. 

Translation : ' In Holy Memory.' Here sleeping in the body lies 
Anne Dawtrey, loving wife of Henry Dawtrey of Moore, esq., 

1 G.E.C. Complete P eerage, s .v. Northumberland. 
2 Venn, Alumni. 
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and daughter of Daniel Dunn, knight, who at the time of his 
death was Dean of the gracious Court of Arches of the Province 
of Canterbury, Judge of Admiralty and Master of the Court of 
Requests in Ordinary to the High and Mighty James, King of 
Great Britain. She was a noble woman, upright in all her deal-
ings, careful, considerate, industrious, richly endowed with 
gifts of mind and person, abounding in the fruits of piety and 
love. Of four children she left three to survive her, tokens of 

Coiu>oRE me oaooRMJ.SCTT Jo!';J~ DAWTREY. C'ON1vx :IIENloNA 
HE:Niuct n~WTREY D.E MooRE AR: FIUA DANIEUS DvN'Mu:.rns Q.VI 
AI..1\1£ c~ CANTYAR: D£ AR.cvnvs DECANVs: ADMIRALITATIS 
lvDEX Al..ID.ELLIS 5vrPLicvMA': IN 01m1NARJ0, AD JNCUTJSSIMV 
JAcoiWM M.w: B RITT: fu:G.EM D£CESSIT. F.'E.MINA PRR.CLAltA . 
lNPRIMIS INT.EGRA, DIL!GENS JNDVLG.ENS !NDVSTR!OSA, VlR.TVTIS 
AC NKT"VR~ noTmvs JNSIGNITA: PI.ETATIS ET AMorus FRVcm 
Vllll\RIMA . £.x. PAl\.VVLIS Q.\?IT'VOR. R.ELIQ.Vl'T SVP!.RST!TE.S TIU:S: 
G.RATIAS 11.EN.EVOLENTIA:. DIVIN£: Sf.El JUQ.VE INDous: Qv£-- cv.M 
SVMO STVDJO ~ CVRA, CVRSVM J'EREGJSSE.T BREVEM ADMODVM 
POST ANNOS M.-JRJMONIALES ELAl'SOS OCTO, CVM AfENSIBVs FERM; 
5.Ex 1.3°f£BRVAll!F 16 1+ Rl:DJT~ D£FICIENT E NATVRA PR.'E.STANS: 
OccVRVlr; SPIRITVM ADIMl'L.Evrr £IVS sJNE · DVB10 GRATg. MARrrJ 
tt VIC CIWUSStMVS MO~AC DOLENTElt ~!S POSVIT -t lVNlj 1fo.f 

I.lie~ mrcrf' nn .. 
j\lihi "Vtve1 e X'.pus sit et mort Lucrum. 

Divine Benevolence, children of promise and good parts. Having 
with zeal and devotion accomplished her all too short course, 
after eight years and almost six months of married life, she died 
on the 23rd day of February, 1624, looking forward, as nature 
failed, to the Second Coming, her spirit assuredly filled with 
Divine Grace. Her husband, whom she dearly loved, in sorrow 
and mourning set up this monument on the 4th of June, 1625. 
Jesus have mercy on us. To me to live is Christ and to die is 
gain.' 

Anne 's father, Sir Daniel Donne or Dunn, was an eminent civilian, 
his bust is in the library of All Soul's, Oxford ; he died in 1617.1 

VI. I nscription, Edward Percy, 1630. North chancel. 
An inscription, surrounded by an ornamental border, to Edward, 

son of Alan Percie of Beverley, Yorks., Esq., on a plate 19! by 7 in., 
in eight lines, in roman capitals. 

Translation: 'H ere lies Edward Percy, son of Alan of Beverley, 
in the County of York, esq., born of the most ancient and most 
noble family of the Percys. A noble young soldier, who after 
completing his term of service in the life of this world in the 
32nd year of his age, having earned the palm of victory, peace 
for his soul, and rest for his body, peacefully fell asleep in the 

l See Dfrt. Nat. Biog. 



88 SUSSEX MO.i: UMENTAL BRASSES 

Lord looking for a blessed resurrection hereafter. H e died on 
the 27th August, A.D. 1630.' 

VII. Inscription, Henry, Lord Percy, K.G. , 1632. North chancel. 
Henry, Lord Percy, was the 9th earl of Northumberland, and t he 

5th that became Knight of the Garter; he died at the age of 70. 
Arnold1 says: ' He was unjustly suspected of being privy to the Gun-
powder Plot, and was confined in t he Tower for more t han fifteen 
years. He enjoyed much favour with Queen Elizabeth and with 
James I until that time. H e was released through intercession of his 
daughter , the Countess of Carlyle, and returned to P etworth. H e 
was a patron of learned men in general, and of mathematics in par-
ticular. He also posse sed great a rchitectural taste and judgement.' 

Thi brass cannot now be seen. 

VIII. Inscription, Algernon Percy, K.G. , 1668. North chancel. 
An inscription, 12 by 9! in. , in nine lines, in roman capitals, to 

Algernon Percy, tenth earl of Korthumberland , son of No. VII, and 
sixth Knight of the Garter ; his daughter, Lady Anne P ercy, married 
Philip, Lord Stanhope, as stated on No. IX. 

ALG.ElWOVN PERCH. 
TSE: :il°~E OFNORTRVR-,• 
~BF.N:.AND OF TKATFAMII:\l 
ANDTHE. 6:7HA:r HAD THE. 

O.RI>ER OF THE. CARTE;R . 
WHO Dll.D THE.-175-DAYO"E 
OCTQBERIN-{r YE.ARE OF 
OVR LOFD f G G e AND IN 

THE. G 6• OF HlS AGE . 

1 H istory and Antiquities of P etworth, 33. 
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Arnold (p. 34) says: 'Algernon Percy, lOth Earl, lived through 

the great struggle between the King and Parliament, to see the 
Restoration of Charles II. He was made Knight of the Garter in 
1635, and in 1637 was appointed Lord High Admiral of England. 
He sided with the Parliament when the rupture took place, but was 
opposed to the trial and execution of Charles I. He was entrusted 
with the care of the King's children, whom he always treated with 
the utmost kindness and respect. He was subsequently a sincere 
promoter of the Restoration. On the return of Charles II he became 
one of his Privy Councillors. H e married first Lady Anne Cecil, and 
afterwards Lady Elizabeth Howard.' 

IX. Inscription, Algernon Stanhope, 1654. North chancel. 
An inscription, 6! by 7 in., in eleven lines, in roman capitals, to 

Algernon, the infant son of Philip, Lord Stanhope, by his wife, 
Lady Anne Percy, eldest daughter of Algernon Percy, K.G.; he lived 
only thirteen days. 

l'H£11BIXaTH THI!. uonY OF "1.Gl'.Rl'ION 
STANHOl'E. SONNE fJ HEIB E OP 

I PH!UJPP ,.C.ORD STANHOP6 , ?!"9 
u.vy ANNE .er.R<:Y HIS WIFE. El, 

I D! ST.,9&GIH.l!R OF THE RIC:.NT 
HON O ~E.RNONE £.ABLE OF 

NORTH\/ MllE.R1.Al-/D. ' 
W'HO WAS BORNE THE y,y.J! OF 
NOVEMBl!R . r6s-r. AND £l!PA!l0 

"TE.D THIS LIFE. THE mJ: O'F' 
DE.CEMlll\R FOI,LOWll./.C:.E 

TJ.us IS TH& 'BOUY O"F 
KUIB.Y l.oRD P°eRC:Y 
Et.DI.ST iONN't, Ol" 
lOC'I. LlN Y "(('' eARr.l'.. 
at N°OR"l'HVMBEIU.ANl) 
WHO evto 'THY. f8 .... DAY 

OT Dt.C" ( 6 (,? . 
AGtO N'ttR.'E. "£LJ:.AvtN 

MONTHT. S 

X. Inscription, Henry, Lord Percy, 1669. North chancel. 
An inscription, 7 by 6! in., in nine lines, in roman capitals, to 

Henry, Lord Percy, eldest son of Joceline, llth earl of Northumber-
land, aged eleven months. This is a coffin plate. 

XI. Inscription (coffin plate), Joceline, llth earl of Northumberland, 
1670. North chancel. 
This inscription, which is a coffin plate, 9t by 7 in., and too much 

worn to reproduce, is in th irteen lines, in text; Joceline, 29th Lord 
Percy, and last Earl of Northumberland, died at the age of 26, when 
he was on a tour at Turin. 

Within this coffin I is the Bodie of the I Right Honble Joceli jne 
Earle of Northum jberland who Dyed I Hof May in the I yeare 
of our Lord j 1670 who was the j llth Earle, and the 29th I Lord 
Percy of his I Familie aged aboute I 26 yeares. 

N 
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Joceline married Lady Elizabeth Wriothsley; his only daughter, 
Elizabeth , married as her third husband, Charles Seymour, 6th 
Duke of Somerset, usually known as the ' Proud Duke ' .1 It will be 
noticed that the date is given according to both the English and the 
reformed Gregorian calendars. 

XII. I nscription, Susanna Cook, 1679. North chancel. 
An inscription, St by 7 in., in eight lines, in text: 

Here _ryes Suri'.\nnu. 
Cook. D~1uohLe1· of 

1:, r J Tohn C'oo \..Ef<'l . atL! 

tiuil\nnu hi.s wJfe 
· dL'pa.rted tht$ I ife 
't . di ' d f> n.n.£~ 19.)679 ('ge 
four yenrs and 

U11•ee months 

XIII. I nscription, Richard K elly , 1687. ~11ural, north aisle. 
On a small plate, 7 by 4t in., an inscription in text, in five lines 

Here {_~eth the bodgof 
RtChaYdKelly of Petroor~ 
rntheCount~of[ufsexgent 
nJhodyedthe 6ofmay-1687 

@Aged G4 
i Arnold, 35. 
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XIV. Inscription, John Price, S.T.P., 1691. Mural, chancel. 

On a rectangular plate, 15i by 13 in., an inscription in fourteen 
lines, in text, to John Price, D.D. , Rector of Petworth: 

Sub hoe saxo sepufChraU jcfoent 
Reliquice venerabilis uit'i 

fohanis P...-ice ·S · T · P · 
Qyi 'Ducibus c-A wnarlicu 

Petri ft fifio a S<lCris eral. 
lnRestcruro.ndo Carolo fideliffimus A4jutor. 

9!ljppequi a Partibus Regis et Ecclesim 
FOrtiter semper sfefit 
~bus in aduersis . 

GVifa? randemcursu pieperacfoJ obvt 
JEtonenfis C0He9ij socius 

E:ccleflaz Sorum 'Prt12b~ndarius 
cnecnon Petlroorfhenfls l'orodum . 

6Pa.s'tor'btgUantirthnus. f Jlpt- J7· 91. 

Translation: ' Beneath this tombstone lie the remains of the 
venerable John Price, D .D. , who was chaplain to the Dukes of 
Albemarle, father and son. In the restoring of Charles a most 
loyal helper, for he was one who in adverse circumstances 
ever stood valiantly on t he ide of King and Church . Having 
piously accomplished his life's course, he died as a fellow of 
Eton College, a Prebendary of the Church of Salisbury, like-
wise a most vigilant pastor of the Parish of Petworth. April 
17th, (16)91.' 

Arnold says :1 'It is asserted that General Monk's plan of the resto-
ration of Charles II was communicated to none but to Dr. Barrow 
his physician, and to Mr. John Price his chaplain. This circumstance 
is alluded to on the brass to his memory, within the altar rails. 
"Mystery and Method of the happy restoration of Charles II. , laid 
open to public view, by John Price," 1680. A book preserved in 
the Library at Petworth House.' 

1 H istory and Antiquities of P etworth, p. 70. See also Appendix I, p . 106, 
extracts from ' Mystery and Method '. Cf. Diet. Nat . Biog. 
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XV. Inscription, George and, Katherine Scutt, 1694. Mural , north 
aisle. 
An inscription, ll t by 11 in ., in seven lines, in roman capitals, to 

George and K atherine, children of John Seu tt: 

Jvlic jACET GEORGIUS flL.lo~tS 
SCUTT GEN: QUi OBijT XlX

0 

Ju[ijJ694 ANo ETATis su!fX<U 
Ex Bon.£ AL. PTE luxTA HUNC 
Locun jACET KA1HrRiNA Fil.1 
.Poic: loHiS QU/£ 0B9T XxX 
fuNy 1694 AN~ ETATIS SU!Exix 

Trans"lation: ' Here lies George, son of John Scutt, gentleman, 
who died the 19th July, 1694, in the 22nd year of his age. On 
the north over against this place lies Katherine, daughter of 
the aforesaid J ohn, who died the 30th of June, 1694, in t he 
19th year of her age.' 

XVI. Inscription, Gawen Nash, gent. , 1698. Mural, rwrth chancel. 
An inscription, 12 by 8!- in ., in four lines, in roman capitals: 

HERE UCTH y BODY OF 
GAW£N NASH GENT : 
WHO DEPAITT£D THIS hFE 
f IQ. orDoco~ :169s 

Burrell (Add. MS. 5699, f. 94) mentions the brass of Gawen Nash, 
1698, 'on a Grave Stone close to the Communion Rails' ·with other 
members of the Nash family; possibly the brass now in the wall of 
the chancel was a coffin plate. 
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Lost Brasses. 
I. Unidentified. 

Burrell (Add. MS. 5699, f. 94), 'agt the North Wall is placed a 
monument to the memory of .. . Dawtry who lived in the reign of 
K. James I. There are the portraits of 2 Persons kneeling in Brass 
& underneath was a P late containing an Inscription which is torn 
off, it is ornamented with several different coats of arms.' 

II. Unidentified. 
(Ibid.) 'There is also near the former a stone monument let in 

the Wall, it is very ancient & bears a strong resemblance to t he 
Monument of Chaucer in Westminster Abbey, there have been Brass 
Portraits & Inscriptions fixed t hereto, but they are destroyed.' 

PEVENSEY 
I. Inscription, J ohn Millward, 1599. South aisle. 

An inscription, 21 t by 4! in., in three lines, in roman capitals: 

II . Inscription, Elinor, wife of J ohn Millward, 1614. South aisle. 
An inscription, 19! by 4! in., in three lines, in roman capitals: 

III. Inscription, Edward Millward, 1619. South aisle. 
An inscription, 21 t by 4! in., in three lines, in roman capitals: 

HERE LIETH BVRJED THE BODY OF loHN 
MILLWARD GENT WHO DECEASED T .HE TWEN, 
T IE.TH DJo/ OF AvvvsT ANNO DNT J; 9 9 

HERE UETH BVRJED THE. BO~ OF EDWARD 
MILLWARD GENT WHO DECEASED THE T HIRD 
DJo/ OF fEBRVARY A NNO D OMINJ J 6J 9 

POLING 
I. Half-effigy, and inscription, Walter Davy, c. 1460. Chancel. 

Walter Davy, vicar, is represented in mass vestments, tonsured, 
and with short hair. He wears t he alb , amice, chasuble, and maniple, 
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the stole is not visible, the apparels are ornamented with a quatrefoil 
pattern. The half-effigy measures 20! in ., the inscription, ll t by 
2l t in., is in two lines, in black letter: 

Hie iacet d (omi)n(u)s Walterus Dauy qu(on)dam I Yicari(us) 
eccle(siae) de Polyng cui(us) a(n)i(m)e p(ro)piciet(ur) deu(s) . 
T ranslation: 'H ere lies Sir ·w aiter Davy, sometime vicar of 
Poling church, on whose soul may God have mercy.' 

This figure is similar to that of J ohn Osteler, c. 1460, at Hayes, 
Kent. 

W alter Davy was nominated by the Bishop of Chichester to the 
King, who presented him to the vicarage of Poling in February 
1442- 3.1 He had been presented to the vicarage of Barnham just 
two years earlier.2 

The brass is illustrated in Dallaway, II. i. 59; 1Vlason, 3 series, 
no. 42 ; M.B.S. P ortfolio, II, pl. 48; S.A.C. LX. 89. 

1 R eg. of Bp. Praty (Suss. R ee. Soc. rv. 107-9). 
2 Ibid . 120. 
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PORTSLADE 
I. Inscription, Richard Scrase of Hangleton, 1499; Richard Scrase of 

Blechington, 1519; Edward Scrase of Blechington, 1579. Mural, 
south aisle. 
Inscription, 13t by 6t in., to Richard Scrase, gentleman, of 

Hangleton, his son, and grandson, all on one plate, in eight lines, in 
black letter: 

Here lyeth buried Rychard Scrasce late ofhan fgelton, Gentelma 
whiche died in the yeare of I our lorde god one. 1499. 
Here lyeth buried Rychard Scrasce of Bleching jton Gentelma 
whiche died in y yeare of our [ lord god one. 1519. 
Here lyeth buried Edward Scrasce of blechingf ton Gentelma who 
died in y yeare of o lord (1579). 

An added plate states 'this brass was preserved from the ruins of 
West Blatchington church'. But Lower (S.A.C. VIII. 3) says: 
'Rychard Scras appears to have held the office of valet to the Crown 
under Edward IVth; ... he resided at Hangleton and was buried 
at Preston where (sic) this brass plate was discovered, inscribed with 
a memorial for himself, his son, and his grandson.' In S.A.C. xxv1. 
268, Lower gives extracts from the will of Richard Scrase of Hang-
leton, 'my body to be buried in the church of St. Peter of Preston 
beside my fader and moder'. (A footnote says, 'This shows that 
Preston had been the burial place of the Scrases before 1499 and 
indirectly proves that the church of West Blatchington had, at an 
earlier period been desecrated and forsaken.') Lower continues, 'He 
also ordains that a picture of latten (brass) and scripture be "sette 
upon the tombstone, to the value of xx•". He mentions his wife, 
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who is to maintain his four daughters, and his son J ames is to have his 
lands at Midtoun ( ?) and H angleton. Scrase was not only a great 
agriculturist, landowner, and brewer, but a miller, for he leaves to 
Alice his wife, his "wyntj.emylle in Portslade " ; he also mentions his 
sons, Edward, Walter, and Richard, and directs that when Edward 
comes of (sufficient) age, he is "to go to the Gramar scole and to the 
University untill he go to the Lawe". The will was proved xix May, 
1500.' The son Richard (S.A.C. VIII. 3) 'settled at W est Blatching-
ton, under a devise for the term of fifty seven years of the manor of 
Blatchington-Weyfield, from George Lord Abergavenny. In 27th 
Henry VIII this nobleman died seised of the manor, which was after-
wards reconveyed to Edward the son of Richard Scrase, whose 
descendants continued to reside upon it for several generations. 
This Edward Scrase .. . made his will 25th April 1576, he directs his 
body to be buried in the church of Preston.' (A footnote on page 3 
says, ' the date assigned for the death of Edward Scrase is 1579, 
whereas he is known to have died in 1576, his will having been both 
dated and proved in that year.') 

Although the plate had been found only 'a few years' before 
Lower wrote (1856), it seems more probable that it should have been 
brought from the ruined church of West Blatchington than from 
Preston, from which there was no reason to remove it. Perhaps it 
was a memorial, t he words ' Here lyeth ' being inaccurate-unless 
the bodies had been removed to West Blatchington, which seems to 
have continued in use as a sort of private chapel to the Manor House 
after it had practically ceased to be used as a parish church. 

POYNINGS 
Lost Brasses. 
I. Floriated Cross, shield, and marginal inscription, to Damette de 

Bissel, all lost. On floor of south transept. 
The slab containing t he matrices measures 6 ft. by 1 ft. 11! in. 
The Reverend Edward Turner (S.A.C. XXIII. 173) records this brass 

in 1871 : ' In this church is a slab with a floriated cross upon it and 
a sh ield of arms just below the upper part. Around t he slab, at its 
edge, is the following inscription, in Longo bardic characters: ISSI : 
GIST : DAMETTE : DE : BISSEL : DE : LABOR ... ASACE . .. LABENUR . : 
DEV : DE : SA: ALME : ENAIT : PITEE.1 Which translated is-"H ere 
lies Damette de Bissel of ... may God have pity on her soul".' 

There is an engraving of the slab in S .A.C. xv. 38. 
II. On the floor of the north transept, there is a slab 5 ft. 6 in . 

by 2 ft. 7 in., containing the matrices of a small figure, 17! in., with 
inscription, 2 ft. l ! in . by 4 in. , and below and adjoining it a shield 
of arms. 

1 The inscription, given inaccurately by Turner, is here amended from the 
rubbing and from the engraving and Lower's reading of it. 
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III. Mr. Turner refers to a large stone, showing the indents of 
two figures. 'Under this was probably the Founder and Foundress 
of the Church. The brass is entirely gone.' This is referred to by 
Burrell (Add. MS. 5698, f. 136): 'In the Chancel are two Grave 
Stones on one of which have been pourtrayed in Brass the figures of 
a Man and a Woman with 4 sheilds, one at each Angle; on the other 
Stone has been described in Brass the Portrait of a Man in armour 
praying with a Lyon at his feet, and a fillet of Brass round the Edge, 
all which are destroyed.' 

PULBOROUGH 
I. Thomas Harlyng, 1423, marginal inscription. Now mural, north 

chancel. 
The size of the composition is 6 ft. 10 in. by 2 ft. 5l in. The effigy 

measures 4 ft. Canon H arlyng is in processional vestments ; he has 
short wavy hair and is tonsured; he is vested in cassock , surplice 
with very long sleeves, fur almuce, and cope reaching almost to t he 
feet, fastened by a morse ornamented with a floriated design, which 
is continued on the orphreys; on his hands are tight-fitting mittens. 
H e stands under a single canopy with slender side-shafts, t he pin-
nacles of which are lost, except for one small portion. The canopy is 
surrounded by a marginal inscription, of which one word in the 
bottom dexter corner is lost; it is in black letter: 

Hie iacet d(omi)n(u)s Thomas Harlyng Cano(n)icus E ccl(es)iae 
Cicestren(sis) et eccl(es)iae de Ryngwode et P olbergh(ii) Rector 
qui obiit vm ... mensis Maii Anno d(omi)ni Mill(esi)mo cccc 
xxm cui(us) a(n) i(m)e p(ro)piciet(ur) deus Amen. 

T ranslation: ' Here lies Sir Thomas Harlyng, Canon of Chiches-
ter, and Rector of Ringwood and Pulborough, who died the 
8th . . . of fay, A.D. 1423, on whose soul may God have mercy.' 

According to Burrell (Add. MS. 5699, f. 100) the brass was origi-
nally in the chancel. There are t hree other brasses in Sussex of 
priests wearing the cope, tho e at Broad\Yater, Horsham, and 
Warbleton. 

(Masse 138): ' H arlyng was appointed rector of Pulborough in 
1402/3 ;1 was previously prebendary of Fittleworth 1400/1, and made 
prebendary of F erring 1405, holding it until his death . At the same 
time he held the rectory of Compton St. Mary for three years, and 
was also one of t he patrons of Rudgwick.' In 1404 he was collated 
to the Archdeaconry of Chichester on the supposed death of Mr. 
J ohn Thomas, who, however, proved to be still alive.2 

1 H e was only ordained subdea con after he had obtained the rec tory, on 
10 l\Iarch 1402- 3; B p . R obert R ede's R eg. (Suss . R ee . oc.), 270, 343. 

2 Ibid. 276, 391. 
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By his will, dated ' in festo Sti. Petri' (22 Feb. , the feast of St. 
Peter's Chair), 1422-3, he directed his body to be buried in the middle 
of the Chancel of Pulborough Church if he happened to die in the 
County of Sussex. He bequeathed 'to the new church of Pulbergh 
to be constructed £51 13s. 4d.' In consequence of this bequest, t he 
whole of the church (except the chancel, which dates from c. 1230) 
was re-built. 

The brass is illustrated in DaUaway, II. i . 324 ; Mason, 3 series, no. 
39; M.B.S. Portfolio, II, pl. 22 ; Woodman, 90. 

II. Edmund Mille, gent. , 1452, and wife Maud, inscription, and one 
shield. Now mural, south aisle. 
Standing effigies, 3 ft. 2! in. and 3 ft. 1 in., full-face . Edmund 

Mille is in civil dress, with hair cut short above the ears, he is clean-
shaven. H e wears a fur-lined gown , reaching to below the knees, 
girded at the waist, wit h bag-sleeves, over a doublet which appears 
at the neck and wrists ; the cuff and t he hem of the gown are edged 
with fur ; he stand upon a grass mound. His wife wears a veil head-
dress, no hair showing, the ends falling over her shoulders in front; 
a long gown covering her feet, with a short waist, and bag-sleeves 
like those of her husband, the tight sleeves of her under garment 
end at the wrists; she wears no ornament of any kind. 

The in cription , 2 ft. 8 in. by 3 in. , much worn, is in two lines, 
in black letter: 

Hie iacent Edmu(n)dus Mille Gentilman qui obiit in vigilia 
App(osto)lor(um) Simonis & Jude A(nno) d(omi)ni M I CCCCo 
LII0 Et Matilda vx(or) ei(us) q(ue) obiit ... die ... A(nno) d(omi)ni 
Mo CCCC0 •.. q(uo)r(um) a(n)i(m)ab(us) p(ro)picietur de(us) 
Amen 

Translation: ' Here lie Edmund Mille , gentleman, who died on 
the Vigil of SS. Simon and Jude (27th October) , A.D. 1452, and 
faud his wife, who died ... day ... A.D. 14 .. on whose souls 

may God have mercy.' 

There were four shields, two at the top, and hrn at t he bottom 
of the slab; only t he top sinister, 5t by 4t in. remains, it is unde-
cipherable. (S.A.C. LXXI. 212-13), ' Edmund's will, dated Feb. 1, 
1449- 50,1 was proved J an. 10, 1452- 3. It mentions his son William 
and his daughters Elizabeth and Ann, but there is no specific men-
tion of his eldest son Richard . The Manor of Pulborough doubtless 
descended in ordinary course to the latter.' Compare this memorial 
with that to a civilian and his wife, c. 1450, at New Shoreham (infra, 
p. 117) , also with Hugh and Margaret Bostock , at Wheathamsted, 
Herts. (Boutell , Mon. Br. 209). The brass is illustrated in Dallaway, 
II. i. 324 ; Mason, no. 40. 

1 Lambeth, Reg. Kempe, f. 306 v . 
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III. Richard Mille, 1478. Now on wall of south aisle. 
A standing effigy, 19 in. Richard fille is in civil dress. He has long 

hair, cut square, and wears a long gown reaching to the ankles, girded at 
the waist, with small sleeves and high neck; a rosary hangs at his waist 
on the right side; his shoes are pointed; he stands upon a grass mound. 

The inscription, 16i by 2! in., is in two lines, in black letter: 
Hie iacet Ric(ard)us mille, filius et heres Edmundi mille qui 
obiit X die I Mee Aprilis A(nno) d(omi)ne Mill(es)i(m)o coco 
LXXVIII0 Cui(us) a(n )i(m)e p(ro)piciet(ur) d(eus) Ame(n). 
Translation: ' H ere lies Richard Mille, son and heir of Edmund 
Mille, who died the lOth day of the month of April, A.D. 1478, 
on whose soul may God have mercy.' 

There is now one shield over his head, 5-k by 4i in., the arms, now 
almost indecipherable, were: Of six pieces argent and sable on each 
argent a bear salient sable muzzled lined and ringed or collared gules . 
Burrell (Add. MS. 5699, f. 100) mentions two shields: 'an Escotcheon 
at each side of his H ead, one of which is the Coat of Mill, (namely 
the Dexter) the other is lost'. Richard left a son William who was 
an idiot (S.A.C. LXXI. 213). 

(Masse 139), 'the Mille family were well established in the county 
by the fourteenth century, and were connected by marriage with 
the Lewknors, Apsleys, Gorings, Bowyers, Challoners, and many 
others. They were staunch Royalists. They resided at Mille Place 
in the manor of Nutborne, of which, in 1452, Edmund held half. ' 

HERE Ll'ETH mi; BODY OF lllO!TH A PSLEl:'. 
AGED 52. WHO WAS BURIED MAY 31 l:I06. 
HER!. J'J..30 LYElH THEllODY Of' JOHN APSLEY 
Of P\ILllOO.OU...liESCl" THE HUS!lANIJOF THI! 
s•JUDITII WHO DIED JN THE 76nAREOf HIS 
AGE AND WAS BJJRIW MAllCJI Tflt 16 1713 . 

IV. I nscription, and achieve-
ment, J ohn Apsley, Esq., 
1713(-14), and wife J udith, 
1706. Chancel. 
An inscription, 17 by 6i in., 

in six lines, in roman capitals: 

The achievement, 12 by l2in., 
bears the arms: Argent three 
bars gules a canton ermine, for 
Apsley; impaling: Ermine a 
chief quarterly or and gules, for 
P eckham ; with the crest of a 
fleur-de-lis between two wings. 

This branch of the Apsleys 
lived at Old Place, Pulborough. 
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Lost Brass. 
Burrell (Add. MS. 5699, f. 94) having recorded t he two monu-

ments to Edmund and Richard Mille (Nos. II and III), describes the 
following: ' On the South Side of the same Chancel stands another 
altar monument, partly let into the Wall, in which the effigies of 
2 persons with 4 E cotcheons, have been pourtrayed in Brass, but 
were destroyed in the Civil Wars of Car. I. It is supposed to have 
been erected to the memory of some of the family of Mille, whose 
descendant being a zealous Royalist, the Oliverians in revenge de-
faced his ancestors tomb.' 

RACTON 
I. Inscription, Amphillis Gaunter, 1700-1. Nave . 

An inscription, 20 by 7 in. , in five lines, in roman capitals: 

AMPHILLJS GOYNTE.R DAYGHTER FO GEORGE 
GOVNTLR £sq~, C.RANSONAND HEIR E T O 
S~ GtORGE GOVN T£R KN.~ AND KATHERINE. 
HIS Wlf'E/ DAVGHT ER. TO S~ LAYR'E.NCE 
HYDE KN.;:-oY£D THE 9T!"f Of f EBRVA RY 1700,, 

Her father was Colonel George Gaunter, the R oyalist, who assisted 
in the escape of King Charles II to the Sussex coast. 

RINGMER 
I. Inscription, Richard Mascall , of Malling , 1631 , and wife Francis ; 

also Jane his daughter, 1631(- 2), an achievement and two shields. 
1V ow mural, north chancel. 
An inscription , 2 ft. by 1 ft. 7 in. , in eight lines, in roman capitals, 

and four English verses , to Richard Mascall ; also an inscription, and 
two English verses to his eldest daughter Jane, aged 10. 

Below the inscription are two shields on either side of an achieve-
ment. The dexter shield bears: Quarterly, I and IV Sable six fleurs-
de-lis or a border engrailed argent, for Mascall; II and III Argent a 
lion rampant with a forked tail sable, for Mascall; impaling : Quarterly, 
I and IV Sable three swords in pile points in base argent pomels and 
hilts or, for Paulet; II and III Gules a chevron between ten crosslets or 
on the chevron a crescent for difference, for K yme. The sinister, the 
Mascall lion, impaling Paulet. The achievement, the Mascall lion; 
crest : a wyvern's head erased, out of a ducal coronet. 

According to S.A .C. xxv. 225, this brass was discovered in re-
moving the old high-backed pews in the chancel in 1872. Three 
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shields were placed, originally, above the inscription, the dexter 
shield being lost when it came to light, and a fourth (now No. 3) 
below the in cription. ' The arms on the second shield (No. 2) are 
the same as those of Newton; but Segar, in his MS. "Baronagium" 
at the College of Arms, pt. 3, p. 868, sub Paulet, distinctly states 

H!!l\E LYETH INTE.Rl!.'£.D TH.E BODY OF RICHARD MASCALL O"F 
MALLING IN TH£. COVN'I'Y Of fNs~ ( SQ.VIER WHO .MARRIED 
FRANCIS THE DAVGHTER. of Sm CF..ORGE PAVu:rr KN1cHT or 
CRANOOL IN HAMPSHll\I 8Y WHOM[ RE HAD 155\'E -+ (H!lDREN 
am: SONNE AN D :r M VGFT.ERS Vii. HENRY IANF. CttARITIE ANO 
Ci.l!J..£Y HE DEPARTED THJ.s LTFI. TH£ l'lTKor Avcvsr ANNO DNi 
IG3i·'fOll. WHCf,E PIOVS .ME.MOlllE HI$ l.OVlt-fCE WIFE MADI! THJSJ\IE 
MOP.W.l. 'fOO UITLE. TO .EKPR!~E Hl5 DE.SERI' OR HER AFfECT!Oll 

LET OTHER~ TOMllES WJUCH THE GLAD H£JJ!E SE~TOWS 
WR.1t1t 00¥1.0 ™ MAULE. GREIFE AFFECTS NC1T ~~ 

THERE A TRF.W liAIQ' JNTOMBS KIM ANO THAT BEARES 
A MLE'N'T AND SAO EP1~ WRIT IN Tf.AllF.S 

HERE ALSO LYD'H BVRTtl> 'rHl! BODY Of IANE MASCALL. 
WHO DEPARTED 1liJS LIFF. THE ll~DAY OF MARCH , ANO. 
DOMlNl CG3i , BEING .AO'ED TEN Y£ARES ~ 

Here obleepes $he now m ~fence he.iuns her reft . 
For God hle<o ~ont>ft tho; he loueth best 

that both are for 111ascal, and adds, "vidi tumulum " . Sir George 
Paulet married Jane, heiress of John Kyme, of Lewes. John 
"Cayme" was M.P. for Lewes in 1543; and Richard Kyme was 
junior constable in 1556. Mr. Mascall, who was doubtless of the 
family who held Plumpton, died when Malling Church was rebuild-
ing, and so was buried at Ringmer, which formerly belonged to 
Malling College.' 

Illustrated in Reliquary and Illust. Arch. IV. 228 (shs.). 
p 
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II. I nscription, John Sadler, 1640. Mural, chancel. 
On a curiously shaped plate, 12 by 11! in., narrowing to 10 in. 

at the base, an inscription to John Sadler, pastor, in eleven lines, in 
roman capitals: 

Q_yl CR£D1T IN 'ML, ETJ.AMSI MORTW 
PVEJ\IT V1 VET . loH ; 1J J. s' 

IN 1'\AM MEMORIAM 
.HVMILIS' DEi SERVJ. 
ET £ccLE.S1£ HVJVS 
'J'AS''TORJS flDELIS 

lOHANNIS S"ADLLR 
CONIVX MAR\A 

'P. 
OBI~T OC"TOB "1~ 

~640 

Translation: ' He that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live. John n. 25.' 

In pious memory of a humble servant of God, 
and faithful pastor of this church 

John Sadler. 
His wife Mary placed this. 
H e died October l st, 1640. 

According to Venn he was born at Worfield in Shropshire, was a 
graduate of Trinity College, Cambridge, vicar of Patcham in 1608 
and of Ringmer from 1629 to 1640. His daughter married John 
H arvard. 

Lost Brass. 
The Topographer (rv. 291) (1791) in describing the monuments in 

R ingmer Church , mentions the brass to John Sadler (No. II), and 
one other, near the south wall, to a member of the Springett family, 
to whom there are many stone monuments in the church. ' On a 
small brass plate on the floor beneath, in capitals. 

Here lyeth the body of Sir Thomas 
Springet, Knight, who deceased the 
17 day of September, Anno Domini 
1639, and in the 51 yeare of his age.' 

The brass to Richard Mascall (No. I) did not come to light until 
nearly a century later. 
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ROD MELL 

I. Inscription, John de la Chambre, Esq., 1673 ;palimpsest, John Broke 
and wife Agatha, 1434. Mural on hinge, south chancel. 

An inscription, 18! by 3 in., in three lines, in roman capitals: 

HERE LY£S IH£. BODY OF IOHNID.A CHAMBRf: 
E SQ WHO DEPARIID THIS LIFE THE 

4™ DAY or DECEMBER I 6 7 3 

T~lf mm1r J~llnr ~1ol~r~ fototfto)lv fllltr fihn loltunrruitemrl 
~)1m~ 111111 Htr1 )):n11111lr.~urnhnt r{n1r~i1l1~2(off1 ~j:trtrM~ 
rrrmi.11111 m11Irn nm1ht lnnr mlif.1111ntvtlflll1 mtf'omsi~unl 

The De la Chambres were an ancient family resident at Rodmell, 
descended from Sir Hugh de la Chambre, of Chambers' Court, in 
Laughton, who was living 6 Edward II; John married Anne, 
daughter of William Thomas of Lewes, and had a daughter Frances, 
who married Thomas Alchorne, sheriff of Sussex, 1701.1 

The plate is fixed on a hinge, and on the reverse side is another 
inscription in three lines, in black letter, to John Broke and his wife 
Agatha: 

Hie iacent Joh(ann)es Broke & Agatha ux(or) eius filiaJoh(ann)is 
de Rademeld I & uxor nup(er) Ric(ard)i Weyvyle. Que obiit 
XI die Aprilis A0 dii.i M.cccc0 • I xxx1rn°. qui multa co(n)tulit 
huic eccl(es)i(a)e. quor(um) a(n)i(m)ab3 p(ro)piciet(ur) deus . 
Amen 

Translation: ' H ere lie John Broke and Agatha his wife, daughter 
of John de Rademeld and formerly the wife of Richard Weyvyle. 
She died the llth of April, A.D. 1438. He bestowed much upon 
this church. On whose souls may God have mercy, Amen.' 

Burrell mentions the obverse side of the brass only; he visited 
Rodmell in September 1772 (Add. MS. 5698, f. 137). 

1 See S.A.G. XIII. 258, XIV. 123, and LXVI. 126. 
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ROTHERFIELD 
I. Three shields, John Wickham, 1591. Under choir stalls, south 

chancel. 
The stone containing t hese shields now lies almost entirely hidden 

under the choir stalls, only the end nearest the lectern being visible, 
and the inscription is wholly concealed. Canon F. W. Goodwyn, 
rector in 1889-98, made a rubbing of the stone, and this hung for-
merly in the Lady Chapel; a copy of the inscription is given in 
Rotherfield , 1 by the late Miss C. Pullein, who tried to restore the 
missing letters, but could not vouch for their correctness, as the 
spacing is not clearly indicated; the inscription is, however, given 
by Burrell (Add. MS. 5697, f. 292): 

HIC JACET JOHANNES WICKHAM I FILIVS EDVARDI WICKHAM 
Ex I ANTIQVA FAMILIA WICKHAMORVM I DE SwACLIFF IN 
col\UTATU OxoN / ORIVNDI NATVS CANTVARIAE I AEDIS CHRISTI 
OxoN : ALVMNVS WESTMONASTERII PRAEBENDARivs I ET HVJvs 
ECCLESIAE RECTOR. I DV AS HABVIT vxoRES; MARIAM I H ovINDEN 
ET MARTHAM CoRNWA ILLE EX PRIMA SEX HABvrr LI IBEROS, 
MARGARETAM, RICHARDVM, I WILHELMVM, MARGERIAM, ALICIA I 
M, ET ELIZABETAM. I EX ALTERA DYAS TANTVM FILIIAS SARAM 
ET MARIAM. OBIIT 29 I APRILIS 1591 
T ranslation: ' Here lies John Wickham, son of Edward Wick-
ham from the ancient family of Wickham of Swalcliff in the 
county of Oxford descended; born at Canterbury, student of 
Christ Church, Oxford, Prebendary of Westminster, and of t his 
church Rector. H e had ·two wives ; Mary Hovinden, and 
Martha Cornwalle. By the first he had six children, Margaret, 
Richard, William, Margery, Alice, and Elizabeth. By the second 
he had only two daughters, Sarah and Mary. He died 29th 
April 1591. ' 

Three coats of arms2 on t he stone are as follows: 1. ·wickham-
Argent two chevrons sable between three roses gules . 2. . ovinden-
Chequey argent and sable on a bend gules three lions' heads erased or. 
3. Cornewall-Ermine a lion rampant gules cmwned or within a bor-
der engrailed sable bezantee. (S.A.C. XL. 216.) ' On the floor under 
the choir stalls are t hree brass shields to J ohn Wickham, Prebendary 
of Winchester, and Rector of Rotherfield, 1580-1591. H e was buried 
March 2nd, 1591 , as ment ioned in the Register: 1591 " Mr. John 
Wickham p'son a very good preacher buryed the 2 f Marche." 
There is a stone placed to his first wife, Mary Hovend n, at Hors-
monden, on which is the matrix of a brass shield with the Wickham 
arms.' 3 

1 p. 200. 
2 Burrell (Joe. cit.) shows two other shields: ( 1) V.'ickham impaling H o ,·inden; 

(2) Wickham impaling Cornewall. 
3 His will is given in full in Rotherfield, pp. 198- 203. 
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RUSPER 

I. John de Kyngesfold , and wife Agnes, c. 1370. with Norman-French 
inscription. R elaid on wall of chancel. 
Two half-effigies , 13 in. , of a yeoman and his wife . John de 

K yngesfolde has short hair, and is clean-shaven ; he wears a tight-
buttoned jacket, with a tippet and hood, the tight sleeves are 
buttoned from elbow to wrist. His wife wears a veil or covrechef, 
showing no hair ; a kirtle with tight sleeves buttoned to the wrist ; 
and a mantle fastened with a short tasselled cord . 

The inscription, 2 ft . ll! in. by 13 in ., is in Norman-French, in 
black letter : 

John de Kyggesfolde & Agneys sa Hime gisount icy <lieu de lo 
almes eit rilce 

Translation: 'John K yggesfolde and Agneys his wife lie here. 
God have mercy on their souls.' 

This is the earliest example, in Sussex, of a married couple shown 
on a brass, also one of the few civilian brasses of the fourteenth 
century in England. The figures have been inaccurately relaid, t he 
lady should be on the dexter side, as shown on the rubbing in the 
possession of t he Society of Antiquaries. In 1326 Adam de Shire-
mark sold to John de Kingsfold and Agnes his wife a messuage and 
land, in Rusper and Warnham.1 Their ancient residence stood near 
the road from Rusper to Horsham. Traces of the moat still remain.2 

The brass is illustrated in Boutell , Br. and Slabs, 117 (effs.); Dalla-
way, II. ii. 379 ; S .A.C. XLII. 5 (head of lady). 

1 Feet of Fines (Suss. Ree. Soc. xxnr), no. 1677. 
2 S.A.C. XXIII. 177. 



llO SUSSEX MO UMENTAL BRASSES 

II. Thomas Challoner, 1532- 3, and wife Margaret, with one son, and 
inscription. Relaid on wall of chancel. 
Two standing effigies, 24! and 23 in., t urned slightly towards each 

other. Thomas Challoner has long hair and is clean shaven . H e 
wears a fur-trimmed gown reaching to the feet, with wide sleeves, 
over a doublet, a pleated partlet appearing at the neck ; broad-toed 
shoes; he stands upon a grass mound. His wife wears a ' kettle ' 
head-dress with embroidered lappets; a gown with high neck , held 
at the throat with a round ornament, tight sleeves with turned-back 
cuffs; an ornamented girdle, with long central end ; the hands of 
both effigies , which are raised in prayer, are only joined at the 
finger t ips, not pressed together as is usual. The effigies of the 
daughters are lost, that of the son is dressed in the same fashion as 
his father. 

The inscription , 22! by 3! in., is in three lines, in black letter: 
Of y6 charite pray for the Soules of Thoms Challoner & Mar-
garet I hys wyf & ther chyldren which Thoms dep(ar)tyd at 
Ruspere y XVJ day of I february y yer of o' lord i: vc xxxn 
6 who' soull & all crystyn ihii haue mci. 

Thomas apparently belonged to a Yorkshire family, and his will, 
which is said to be dated 5 March 1533,1 shows that he left only 
daughters, one of whom, Mary, married H enry Lasheford, or Lech-
ford, of Charlwood, Surrey. His wife survived him. 

III. Inscription, Elizabeth Chaundler, 1636. On floor of tower. 
On a rectangular plate, 17 ! by 8 in., an inscription in nine lines, 

in roman capitals: 

HERE LYl:.TH BVRIED {-BODY OF ELTZABEI'H. 
CHAVNDLER WWE OF Tu.OMAS CHAVNDLER, SONNE 
Of THOt-IAS CHAVNDLER OF SCOT.SLAND lN X 
P!SH Of SHALFO RO iN SVRJIBY YE..OND DESESSED 
THI'.. W ·ELlZA13E.TH BEINGE THE DAVOITTER Of 
foHN GARDINER OF' RVSPER GENT DE.5 ESSED Y 
WHiCH ELiZABETH HAVF,ING ISHVE OF' HER 
BODY ONE DAVGHI'f.R Y WHICH ELiZABETH 
DYED THE xX OF lv1x A.NN° DM:t6)6 ; .-, 

(S.A.C. xxv. 221, footnote), ' Thomas Chaundler is described in 
the register as of Nuthurst.' 

1 S.A.C. XLIV. 116-17. 



RUSPER: THOMAS AND MARGARET CHALLONER. 
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IV. I nscription, Mary Gardiner , 1644. On floor of tower. 
On a rectangular plate, 22± by 11 in., an inscription in nine lines, 

in roman capitals : 

HERE. LYE TH INTf..RRE.D THE BODY OF MARY 
THL WIFE. oF loHN GARDlNE.R oF RvsPER 
IN THE CovNnE. OF sv:;sE.X CENT: WHO 
DECLASE.D J>r HA'=>TINGE. IN TH£ 5AID CovN 
TY (SHE. WAS THE DAVGHTI.R OF JAMES foRDAN 
OF LOVE.LHEA TH AT (HARTWOOD IN' 5VRRI.Y 
GENT) WHO HAD l55VE. BY HER FJVE. SONr-E.':> 
AND nvE DAVGHTE.RS SHE DE.PARTED THIS 
LIFE THE. rroF SEPTEMBER.ANNO DN°UG44 

RYE 
I. Civilian and wife, c. 1490 ; shield, scrolls, children, and marginal 

inscription lost. North chancel. 
The whole composition measures 5 ft. 13 in. by 2 ft. 7 in . 
Two standing effigies, 3 ft. I t in ., and 2 ft. 11! in.; the head of 

the man is gone; he wears a long cassock-like gown reaching to the 
feet; pointed shoes with thick soles; he stands upon a grass mound. 
His wife, whose face is turned towards her husband, wears a veil 
with short ends, and flattened on the top; a fur-trimmed gown, >vith 
small waist; the backs of her hands are turned to the front ; portions 
of her skirt are lost. 

They had three sons and four daughters; these, with the shield, 
mouth scrolls, and marginal in cription are all lost. 

The brass cannot be een now as the floor -covering of the chancel 
has been fastened down over it . 

II. Thomas Hamon, 1607, with marginal inscription. On floor of 
chancel, behind the altar. 
A standing effigy, 2 ft. 10! in. , in the civic dress of the period. 

Thomas Hamon is bare-headed, and has a moustache and full beard; 
he wears a ruff, a long gown open in front , with short false sleeves 
hanging from the shoulder, over a doublet buttoned down the front, 
and at the wrists; stockings, and hoes with rosettes; he stands upon 
a platform, turning towards his left. 

Below are six English verses, in roman capitals. 
The marginal inscription, in roman capitals, is mutilated: 

HEARE LYETH THE BODIE OF THOMAS HAl\:10)[ WHO DEPARTED 
... DAY OF lVLY AN° DOMIN! 1607. Hrs WIFE MARTHA PROCVRED 

In S.A.C. XIII. 280 a footnote says: ' Thomas H amon's burial is thus 



RYE: UNKNOWN. 

Q 



RYE: TH0~1.A$ liAMox. 
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recorded in the Register-" 1607. July the 29th day, Mr. Thomas 
Hamon, Maior." ' 

G. S. Butler (S.A.C. XIV. 26) says: 'It is evident Thomas Hamon 
was a person of some consideration in his way, as shewn by his 
public services recorded in his epitaph-"Thrice Burgesse for the 
Parliament elected." I can only find his name among the represen-
tatives for Rye twice, viz., 1597, in Elizabeth 's reign , and 1603, in 
James I. "Six times by freemen's choyce made Maior of Rye, " in 
the years 1595, 1596, 1599, 1600, 1604-5 (on death of John Fawtrill), 
and lastly 1606- 7. His wife Martha, whom he had married only 
three months before his death, promptly married Thomas Higgons, 
who had succeeded him as Mayor.' 1 

Illustrated in S.A.Q. XIII. 280. 

III. One achievement, another lost, and half a shield, inscription lost, 
late sixteenth century. Chancel floor. 
Only the dexter achievement, 7! by 6! in., remains; it has been 

relaid upside down. It bears the arms of Jennings, ermine a lion 

rampant gules, Quartering ; J ay or Gay, Azure a lion rampant or a 
border engrailed gules and a canton or. Crest: on a wreath a bird close. 
The sinister bore the arms of Onslow, Argent a fess gules between six 
choughs. Crest: on a wreath an eagle preying on a partridge.2 

1 Vidler, New H istory of Rye, 69. 
2 Information supplied by the late Mr. Mill Stephenson. 
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The shield in the centre doubtless bore the arms of Jennings in 
the dexter half, as in the dexter achievement, impaling Onslow; it 
was originally 7 by 6 in., and is now 7 by 3 in. 

The inscription, 19! by 10 in ., is lost. 

SELMESTON 
I. Inscription, Henry Rogers, 1639. South aisle. 

An inscription, placed the wrong way up, 17 by 7 t in., in seven 
lines, in roman capitals, with two English verses: 

THE :BODY OF HENRY RQGERS 
APAII\I£FV1.LPREAC:HER IN THIS CHV.RCH 'two 

.AND T.HIRTYYEERESWHO DYED 'I'HE .SIXtOF' · 
MAY AMO DNII61~'AHD JN THE~R.E 
OF HIS AGE 6'7 LYETH HEER.E·.EXPECIING 
'tHE · .SECOND COMING OF OVlt LORD 

IESV.S CHRIST -
I• DID BELE~A.ND THEREFORE SPA.KE. 
WH.EREOF·ItAVoHIDOE PERTAKE -""'·',f-

?-/""Cf 'R...'6rrs. 

SHIPLEY 
I. Inscription, John Hindly , 1652. Nave. 

On a small plate, 13! by 7! in. , an inscription in seven lines: 

HERE LYETHTI-£ BODYOF 
M JOHN HINDLY WHO WAS 
SERVANT TO THE LORD 
MOLINNVX WHO DEPARTED 
THIS LIPE Tl-E. 11 OF OCTOBER 
JN Tl-EYEARE. OF OVR. LORD 

1Gs2 

Richard Molyneux of Sefton was created Yiscount }folyneux of 
Maryborough in 1628 and married Mary daughter of Sir Thomas 
Caryll of Bentons in hipley. He died in 1636, and the reference 
here is to his elder son Richard. 



JEW SHOREHAM : UNKNOWN. 
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NEW HOREHA111: 
I. Civilian and wife, c. 1450, inscription lost. Nave . 

Two standing effigies, 3 ft. tin., and 2 ft. 11! in ., full-face, of an 
unknown civilian and his wife. The man has short hair, and is clean-
shaven; he wears a long fur-lined gown reaching nearly to the 
ankles, with wide bag-sleeves, and buttoned at the neck; a narrow 
belt round the waist worn rather low; the tight sleeves of his under 
garment appear at the wrists ; his hose and shoes appear to be all in 
one; he stands upon a grass mound. The lady wears an early form 
of ' horned' head-dress, with plain cauls, the veil falling behind the 
shoulders ; a long gown covering her feet, with short waist, and 
sleeves like those of her husband. (Compare with Pulborough, No. 
II.) Illustrated in Beaumont, 47; Woodman, 108; Cheal, Story of 
Shoreham, 188 . 

II. I nscription, and shield, Walter West, Esq., of Woodmancote, 1648. 
Nave . 
This inscription, 18! by 12 in. , is now bidden inside the low plat-

form at the east end of the choir; it is in nine lines, in roman capitals ; 
the following is copied from the rubbing in the possession of the 
Society of Antiquaries: 

H EERE LYETH INTERRED THE BoDY OF WALTER W EST oF WooD-
11'.lAN CoTE IN THE CoVNTY OF SvssEx EsQ: WHO MARRIED 
ELIZABETH THE ELDEST DA VGHTER OF THOMAS SHIRLEY OF 
PRESTON IN THE CoVNTY OF SvssEx EsQ: WHO DYED I VLY 
THE 18TH A0 ; DNI. 1648; AGED 23 YEARES 

The achievement, 13 by 12! in. , above the inscription, bears: 
Quarterly : I Azure a bend wavy between threee griffins' heads or, for 
West; II Argent a fess wavy between three mullets gules, for Everard; 
III Per pale or and vert two chevrons between three cinquefoils all 
counter-changed, for Wickens ; IV Argent three bugle horns sable, for 
Bellingham; Quartering: Argent three bends gules on a canton gules a 
lion passant argent, for Burnshead. Crest, a griffin's head. 

Walter was the son of Thomas West of Clifford's Inn (ob. 1638, 
buried at Woodmancote), by his wife Cicely, daughter and coheir 
of Richard Bellingham (ob. 1668) . 

OLD SHOREHAM 
I. I nscription with achievement, Captain Richard Poole, and son 

Thomas, 1652. Mural, chancel. 
On a rectangular plate, 15! by 12! in. , surrounded by a scroll 

pattern, with grotesque faces, an inscription in eight lines , in roman 
capitals: 
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H EARE LYETH INTERRED THE BODY OF I CAP. RICHARD POOLE 
OF THIS p ARISH I WHO DYED THE 17 OF SEPTEMBER I AN 0 
DOMIN! 1652 AGED 94 YEARES I LIKEWISE H EERE LYETH IN-
TERRED I THOMAS THE ONLY SONN OF CAP RICHAR I POOLE 
WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE I THE 15 OF NOVEMBER 1652 AGED 
60 YEARES 

The achievement displays the arms of Poole of Poole Hall, in 
Cheshire1 : Azure semy of fleurs-de-lis or a leopard rampant argent, and 
the crest is a mermaid, holding in her hands a naval crown. Motto: 
Tutamen Deus. 

Captain Poole, according to a Confirmation of Arms made to his 
grandson, 'served our late most gracious Sovereign Lady Queen 
Elizabeth of famous memory, both as a captain at sea and on land, 
and also served our late most gracious overeign Lord King J ames'. 
In the reign of Charles I he commanded a ship of war in the expedi-
tion against Cales in Spain, and the I sle of Rhee in France. In 
November 1627 while in command of the ' P eter' of Shoreham, he 
captured a barque of St. Malo or Grenville, t he 'Sea Horse', and 
brought her into Shoreham harbour. Illustrated in Cheal, The 
Story of Shoreham. 

1 See H enry Cheal, The Story of Shoi-ehmn, 171. 
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SLAUGHAM 
I. J ohn Covert, Esq., 1503, canopy, inscription, and one shield. Now 

on wall of south chancel. 
The whole composition measures 7 ft. by 2 ft . 9t in. 
The effigy, 2 ft. 2t in., is in the armour of the Mail Skirt Period. 

John Covert has long hair and is clean shaven ; he wears a collar 
of mail, breastplate, pauldrons, with a projecting ridge on the left 
side, arm-pieces, roundel shaped elbow-pieces, there are no others 
of this form in Sussex ; a skirt of many taces, to which are attached 
two tuilles, a mail skirt with straight edge, leg-pieces, knee-pieces, 
with extra plates above and below, gussets of mail at the insteps, 
broad-toed sabbatons, rowel spurs fastened with straps; the bawd-
rick is worn diagonally; the sword hangs straight at the left side, it 
has an ornamented hilt, the quillons are lost; the dagger hangs 
behind, at the right side; his head rests on his tilting helm, and his 
feet on a grass mound. 

The mutilated canopy and side-shafts are of much earlier date, 
they are of ornate and delicate design. 

The inscription, 18t by 3l in., is in three lines in black letter: 
Orate pro a(n)i(m)a Joh(ann)is Couert Armigeri filii Wil(e)lm(u)s 
Couert I Armigeri qui quid(e)m Joh(ann)es obijt VI die augusti 
A(nno) d( omi)ni Mill( esi)mo I CCCCC iij cuius anime p(ro )picietur 
deus amen. 
Translation: ' Pray for the soul of John Covert, esq., son of 
William Covert, esq., which John died 6th August, A.D. 1503, 
on whose soul may God have mercy.' 

There were four shields, 5 by 4 in. , only the bottom sinister re-
mains; the bottom dexter has been restored blank; the two at the 
top of the slab, bearing Covert, impaling Pelham, have been relaid 
with No. II. 

This brass is interesting as an early instance of' appropriation', if it 
has not been reset within the canopy at some comparatively late date. 

John was a younger son of William and Anne Covert; he married 
Isabel, only daughter of Sir John Pelham, of Laughton, by his wife, 
Anne Lewknor. He left three daughters, Anne, the wife of George 
Blennerhasset, of Barsham, Suffolk; Elizabeth, wife of Sir William 
Goring, of Burton; and Dorothy. 

An extract of his will, proved 20 March 1503-4, is given in 
S.A .C. XL VII. 116 ; it desires that he should be' buried in the chauncel 
of the church of Slaugham '. 

II. Richard Covert, Esq., 1547, with three wives, two inscriptions, four 
scrolls, foiir shields, and a Resurrection. Altar tomb, chancel. 
The figures are fixed to a slab in an arched recess, forming 

an Easter Sepulchre. Richard Covert is in armour, kneeling on a 



SLAUGHAM: JOHN COVERT {DETAIL). 

(For illustration of the complete lrrass, seep. 130.) 
R 
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tasselled cushion, on a chequered pavement, with his three wives 
ranged behind him, each with a mouth-scroll; he has long hair and is 
clean-shaven; his armour consists of a steel gorget, breast-plate with 
demi-placcates ; pauldrons; elbow-pieces of clumsy proportions; a 
skirt of many taces, over a short skirt of mail with straight edge; 
three tuilles visible; knee-pieces, with large plates above and below, 
leg-pieces, and sabbatons to which the rowel spurs are screwed; the 
sword hangs diagonally at his left side, suspended from a plain 
bawdrick, which also supports the dagger hanging diagonally on the 
right. His scroll has the words ' Noli damnare redemptos' (condemn 
not the redeemed) . The first wife, Elizabeth, daughter and coheir 
of John and Elizabeth Faggar, is kneeling; she wears a pedimental 
head-dress with plain lappets, long gown with high neck, cut square, 
tight sleeves, fur cuffs; ornamental girdle with long end hanging on 
her right side; her scroll has the words 'qui venisti redime(re) per-
ditos ' (0 Thou who earnest to redeem the lost). The second wife is 
similarly dressed, but seems to be standing; the words on her scroll are 
'Nu(n)c xpe te petim(us) miserere qu(a)esum(us) ' (0 Christ now have 
mercy we beg, we beseech Thee). The third wife, Jane, daughter of 
William Ashburnham, Esq., is represented standing; she wears a 
pedimental head-dress with ornamented lappets; a dress similar to 
the last, with a girdle of thick cord, tied at the waist, hanging cen-
trally, the two ends having large tassels; her feet appear below t he 
folds of her dress ; the words on her scroll are 'D(omi)ne in mi(seri-
cordi)a tua semp(er) speraui:' (In Thy mercy, 0 Lord, I have always 
trusted). She has a separate inscription, 12£ by 3k in., in three lines, 
in black letter: 

Hee filia Will(elm)i Asscheburneham Armygery: I tercia uxor 
Richardi Couert Armygery I Cuius Anime propicietur deus 
Amen. 

Underneath the other figures is an inscription, 2 ft. 2t in. by 5£ in., 
in six lines, in black letter: 

Here lyeth Richard Couert Esquier and Elizabeth firste wyfe 
of y sayd Ric(hard) one of the I dowghters & heiers of John 
Faggar Esquier & Elizabeth his wyfe & Elizabeth sec(o)nde 
wyfe I of y aforesayd Ric(hard) Couert the dowghter of George 
Nevyle Knyght Lord Burgeuenne & Jane I Aschburnehame 
dowghter of Will(ia)m Aschburneham of Ascheburneham 
Esquier also Blanche I. Vawhan the dowghter of John Vawghan 
of Burgeuenne Esquier last wyfe of the sayd Ric(hard) I whyche 
sayd Ric(hard) decessed the VII day of June A0 d(omi)ni 1547 
on whos soulle ihii haue Mercy. 

The four shields are placed above the heads of the figures; No. l, 
on the dexter side bears: Gules a fess between three martlets or, for 
Covert; impaling : Gules a fess between six molets argent, for Ashburn-
ham. No. 2, Covert, impaling: Azure three pelicans argent, for Pel-
ham. No. 3, Covert. No. 4, Covert. Two shields are lost. 
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'Of the above, No. 2 belongs to the sinister, No. 3 to the dexter 
top corners of John Covert's Ledger Brass (now mural) in the South 
Chapel. (No. l.)'1 

On the sinister side of the slab is a mutilated representation of 
the Resurrection ; the Saviour is seen standing erect in the tomb, 
holding a cross-staff in His left hand, the right being raised in 
blessing. In front of the tomb are two sleeping soldiers, and behind 
it is what appears to be the head of a third. 

Richard was the son of Thomas Covert; he inherited the estates 
from his cousin, John Covert (No. II). As stated on the inscription, 
Richard had four wives ; by his fourth wife Blanche, he had two 
sons, John and George, and two daughters, Elizabeth and Joan; 
his will, dated 1546, directs his ' body to be buried in the chauncel 
of the parish church of Slaugham as soon as it is dead, and may 
conveniently be conveyed to the place where it shall be buried 
without great ceremonies and solemnities, other than belongeth to 
a good and true Christian man'. 

He was High Sheriff of Surrey and Sussex in 1522-3, and a Com-
missioner of Sewers in 1534 for the repair of sea walls and clearing 
the rivers. 

The 'lord Burgeuenne ' in the inscription was the third Lord 
Bergavenny, ob. 1536. (See S.A.C. XLVII. 116-22.) 

The effigies of Richard, his first and second wives, the Resurrec-
tion, and the Covert shield were added about 1527, and the main 
inscription in 1547. 

The brass is illustrated in Anastatic Drawing Soc. 1878, pl. 34 
(Resurrection) ; M emorials of Old Sussex, 144 (tomb); S.A.C. XLII. 14 
(head of lady). 

II. Jane Covert, 15 6-7, inscription, and two shields. Altar tomb, 
chancel. 
Jane Covert, 13l in., is kneeling on a cushion, at a prayer-desk on 

which is an open book ; she wears a Paris hood, peaked in front, over 
a close cap; a ruff, a full gown with pleated front, tied at the waist 
with a bow; the floor is a chequered pavement. The inscription, 
19! by 61 in., is in six lines, in roman capitals. 

There are two shields, 7 t by 6 in., one on either side of the figure; 
the dexter bears: gules three chevrons argent, for Fettyplace, impaling 
Covert; the sinister, gules a chevron between three owls argent, on a 
pile or, a cannon azure discharging gules, for Fleming, impaling 
Covert. 

J ane was the daughter of John Covert of Slaugham, ob. 1558, by 
his first ''ife, Elizabeth, daughter of John Cooke, of Rustington, 
and grand-daughter of Richard (No. II) and his fourth wife, Blanche. 
Jane had no issue. Illustrated in M.B.S. Trans. vr. 118. 

l S.A.C. LXIX. 200. 
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HEFElKETHIANE COVERT Ttf. DAVCHTEROf 
IOH N Cov RRT OF SLAVCHA'N FIRST w IF t'TOS . 
FRAYNCISFLE'NINCKNICHTA'NDAf"ERTOS°'lOHN 
fE.TYPLACE KNICHT SH: DIEDTI£ l.).OF IA:I H<>. 
ANOWAS H:RE BVRIEDBYWILLN COVERT HER 
N EPH:W & EXECYTOR WHO MADE THISTOMBE 

Lost Brass. 
I. Inscription, William Covert, Senior, esquire, 1444. 
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Burrell (Add. MS. 5698, f. 143), ' On a Grave Stone adjoining to 
the Chancel step, in the body of the Church is pourtrayed in Brass 
the figure of a man & under him this Inscription in Saxon Characters: 

Hie jacet Wil(ie)lmi Covert Senior Armiger qui obiit XXVo. 
die Mens. Septembris A0 • diii 1444°. cuj'. aiae J;>picietur Deus. 

NB. A new Pew being built over the last mentioned stone, I 
could not see it distinctly, but the Inscription being torn off, had been 
preserved by the Clerk.' (Visited May 1787.) 

SLINFOLD 
I. Richard Bradbryge, 1533, and wife Denys, with inscription, two 

chi"ldren lost. Chancel. 
Standing effigies, 17 t in. Richard Bradbryge has long hair, cut 

square over a high forehead; the face is out of proportion to the 
hands, which are very small, only the tips of the fingers are touching. 
He wears a long fur-trimmed gown, to the feet, with broad sleeves, 



SLIXFOLD: RICHARD A..."'\D DEXYS BRADBRYGE. 
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over a doublet; broad-toed shoes. His wife Denys wears a pedi-
mental head-dress; a fur-trimmed gown, with tight-fitting bodice 
and sleeves; a wide belt round the hips, fastened with a triple clasp, 
there is no pendant end; she has broad-toed shoes; her hands, raised 
in prayer, have only the fingers touching ; the figures stand upon a 
grass mound. The effigies of their children, John and Thomas ( dex-
ter), and Alice (sinister) , are lost; the indents measure 6 and 5! in. 
The inscription, 21 by 3! in., is in three lines, in black letter: 

Here lyeth Rychard Bradbryge gent' & Denys his wyfe I Jhon 
Thoms & alis there chylderne which Rychard dyed I the 
xxvuJth day of Noueber ano dol M111 v c XXXIIJ whos soul ihii. 
p(ar)d6. 

The brass is illustrated in S.A.C. XL. 43. 

II. Lady, c. 1600, upper half, and inscription lost; on same slab as 
No. III. Chancel. 
The lower half of a lady wearing a farthingale, and shoes, with 

thick soles; she stands on a chequered pavement, turning to her 
right. 

III. I nscription, Edward Cowper, Esq., 1678, with shield. Chancel. 
On a rectangular plate, ll l by 5% in., an inscription in eight lines, 

in roman capitals, in indifferent workmanship. 
. On an extension of the plate, 3! by 3i in. , is a shield, Quarterly ; 
I and IV Argent three martlets, and on a chief gules three annulets or, 
for Cowper ; II and III Or on a chevron [between three roses azure, three 
escallops argent], on a chief azure a lion passant ermine, for Stan bridge. 

On the west wall of the tower is another monument, in marble, 
to Edward Cooper; the inscription states that he was one of the 
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'Royal Band of Gentleman P ensioners to King Charles II ', and that 
he married Martha, the only daughter of Lancelot Johnson, of the 
Inner Temple, by whom he had one son, Henry. 

Illustrated in S.A.C. XL. 44 (shield). 

H E.RE:LYETH 'l"HE.:BODY OF .EDWA R D'.COwPE.R: 
LATE'OF:ST.ROOD: IN : THE:PAlltl.IS'll:O~!LlNEUU> 

lN :THE:COVNTY: Or. $\1.r:s'F.x:'(,sf WHC>i 
DEPAR.TED:THIS'llf£.:THE:20:DAY:OF:MAY: 
ANNO:D6M: Jf?28 : l N'.THE:38:YEAKE.:OF.1·Us1; 
AG'E.:WHO:RE..~T.E.TH .' HERE: tN' HOPF. 
or : THE:'RESERJ\ECTION:OF .' THE 

JVST : VN TO:I.J.FE:ErtRNALL.: i: 

Lost Brass. 
I. Inscription, John Bradbreg, gent. 1503, and wife Agnes, 1500. 

Nave. 
Burrell (Add. MS. 5698, f. 240 r); ' On a Brass in the Nave, 

Hie jacet Jobes Bradbreg Generosus Filius et Heres Thome 
Bradbreg nuper de Slinfold, Generosi, et Agnes uxor ejus filia 
et heres J ohis Payne nu per de Cokfield Generosi; qui quidem 
Jobes Bradbreg obiit ... die mensis Novembris anno Diii 
Milliiio Quingentesimo tercio et predict' Agnes obiit ... die 
mensis . . . anno Diii Milliiio Quingentesimo Quorum aiabus 
p(ro )picietur Deus. Amen.' 

6 ... between 3 Pelicans vulning themselves. 2 ? 1 ... 

Translation: 'Here lies John Bradbreg, gentleman, son and heir 
of Thomas Bradbreg, late of Slinfold, gentleman, and Agnes, 
his wife, daughter and heir of John Payne, late of Cuckfield, 
gentleman; which John Bradbreg died ... day of the month 
of November, A.D. 1503, and the aforesaid Agnes died ... day 
of the month ... A.D. 1500. On whose souls may God have 
mercy. Amen.' 
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STANMER 
I. Inscription, Deborah Goffe, 1626. North aisle. 

On a rectangular plate, lOl by 4! in., an inscription, in five lines, 
in roman capitals, surrounded by a narrow beading: 

~ff'ER-;;:n:nM~EBORAH ~Ol'FHHE : 
iWlF.F:·OF·Sl'E:PHEN·GOFFE·PREACHER · 
OF· GOb'S·WOIU>-WHO·DEC'E.ASED·THE·8· · 

.., DAY. OF·N OVEJ't!BER-AillN O·DOMINI· 
;1JG2G ANNOQ.VE·Al'ATIS SVJF.:39" · . 

•~-:-- ~ .. .... ' " 

This brass is reproduced in an article by the Rev. H. E . B. Arnold 
on Stephen Goffe in S .C.M. x. 668- 70. 

II. Shield, Edward Michelbourne, 1700. Nave. 

An achievement, 13! by 11! in., on an oval plate, in a ledger stone, 
to Edward Michelbourne of Stanmer, Esq., born in 1684, and died 
at Lewes, aged 63. He was the son of William Michelbourne, by his 
wife Anne, daughter of Lawrence Ashburnham, of Bromham, Esq. 

s 
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The arms are: Or a cross between four eagles displayed sable. Crest: 
A tiger standing. Below the shield is an inscription in stone: 

HERE LIETH INTERRED THE BODY OF EDWARD l\1J:CHELBOURNE 
ESQ. WHO DYED JETATI SUAE 63 ANNOQ{ U E) DOMINI. 1700. 

The Manor of Stanmer belonged to the family of Michelbourne at 
one time. (Horsfield, II. 217.) 

SLAUGHA~I: J OHX CO>ERT . 


