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Romano-British and medieval occupation
at Pallant House Gallery, Chichester

Excavation in a little-investigated part of Chichester’s historic core revealed 
Romano-British and medieval features. There was no evidence to support the 
existence of a Romano-British forerunner of the road now known as North 
Pallant; indeed, only a north–south aligned ditch and the remains of two wells 
were identified suggesting relatively sparse activity in an area away from any 
street frontage. The principal phase of occupation dates from the second half of 
the first century AD, although quantities of later material (mostly residual) hint 
at occupation on or near the site. Near the western edge of the site, late-Saxon 
— early medieval pits (tenth–twelfth century) indicate renewed activity, perhaps 
to the rear of properties fronting a road then recently laid out. Later medieval 
cesspits and refuse pits occurred over the rest of the site, with indications of a 
gradual westwards shift in focus towards East Pallant. Associated food and 
artefactual remains are typical of urban medieval assemblages: the one notable 
find was an ornate thirteenth-century ceramic roof finial. Otherwise there was 
little to relate to the presumed high status of the only structure from the site, 
a fourteenth- to early-fifteenth-century vaulted undercroft, part of a building 
fronting onto North Pallant.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

etween March and April 2003 Wessex 
Archaeology carried out an excavation at 8–9 
North Pallant, Chichester (centred on NGR 

SU 8617 0468) in advance of the construction of 
an extension to the Pallant House Gallery. The site 
lies just northeast of the junction of North and East 
Pallant, fronting onto North Pallant to the west 
and East Pallant to the east, with the exterior walls 
of the corner property, the listed Pallant House, 
forming part of the site boundary (Fig. 1). 

Archaeological fieldwork consisted of the 
observation of a number of engineering trial 
pits, the survey and recording of a stone-built 
undercroft, a watching brief, the excavation of 
two areas: a western area 200 m2 and an eastern 
area 40 m2, and the investigation of a number of 
pile-cap positions (see Fig. 1) (full details of the 
excavation methodology can be found in the 
site archive: see also Wessex Archaeology 2003). 
The site occupies fairly level ground, which rises 
gently to the northeast, from 13.1 m Ordnance 
Datum (OD) at the junction of North and East 
Pallant to 13.8 m OD at the eastern end of the 
site. Observed geological deposits consisted of 
brickearth overlying the gravels of the West Sussex 
coastal plain. The surface of natural brickearth was 

recorded during the excavation to a maximum 
height of 12.21 m OD, overlying gravel at between 
11.05 m OD and 11.25 m OD.

HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
BACKGROUND

The Chichester area may have been of considerable 
importance in the Late Iron Age, perhaps even an 
oppidum, although the evidence for the latter has 
recently been re-examined (e.g. Bedwin 1984, 50–
51; Magilton 2003). The limited evidence for Late 
Iron Age activity has recently been summarized 
(Manley & Rudkin 2003, 143–4). The site lies in the 
southeast quadrant of the Romano-British regional 
capital Noviomagus Regnensium, and the subsequent 
later Saxon and medieval town. The street grid, 
including North and East Pallant, was probably laid 
out in the late Saxon period although undoubtedly 
the earlier Roman plan was influential (Down 
1988, 47, 104). The Saxon and medieval origins of 
Chichester have been examined (see for example 
Munby 1984; Morgan 1992). The Pallant or ‘fenced 
place’ is first mentioned in 1193 and was held by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury until 1558; houses, 
buildings and plots in the Pallant are documented 
from 1224 (Morgan 1992, 142–3). The Pallants were 
a separate legal jurisdiction within Chichester and 
therefore of some importance. 

B
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Fig. 1. Site and trench location plan.
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Although there is a considerable body of 
knowledge about the nature and development 
of the Romano-British and medieval town from 
excavations of the late twentieth century (e.g. 
Down & Rule 1971; Down 1978; 1981), the site 
lies in a part of the town that has seen only 
small-scale archaeological work (e.g. Down 1989, 
40–54; Southern Archaeology 1994; 1997, 3). An 
impression of the character of the medieval town 
may be gleaned from Norden’s 1595 plan (Fig. 2). 
This shows development along the frontages of 

most of the blocks defined by the street grid in 
the southeast quadrant, but with little structural 
development in the backland areas, a pattern 
familiar in many medieval towns. In 1653, 8 North 
Pallant was described as a ‘capital messuage with 
malthouses’ and assessed at ten hearths in 1670; 
the core of the present Pallant House Gallery was 
constructed as a fine town house c. 1712 (Morgan 
1978, 33; Morgan 1992; VCH, vol. 3 1935, 164). 
Prior to the excavations the presence of a building 
with an undercroft was known (VCH 1935, 77).

Fig. 2. The 1595 Norden plan, showing approximate location of the site. 
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A R C H A E O L O G I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N

ROMANO-BRITISH 
(FIRST–FOURTH CENTURY AD)

Romano-British features were only identified with 
certainty in the western excavation area (Fig. 4). A 
shallow ‘U’-shaped ditch (87) ran approximately 
north–south across the area. Although truncated at 
either end, it survived 0.75 m wide and 0.75 m deep, 
and had clearly been a substantial feature, perhaps 
marking a property boundary. Local coarseware 
sherds indicate that the ditch was silting up in the 
second half of the first century AD.

On the western edge of the site lay stone-
lined well 142. Its construction cut (79) was 
approximately 4.2 m2 in plan with vertical sides 
which began to step in at the limit of excavation 
(Fig. 5). The well shaft was circular, 1.5 m in 
external diameter and constructed from clay-
bonded, rough-coursed stone walling 300 mm 
thick (identified as Alveolina limestone, known 

as Mixen stone: James Kenny pers. comm.). Its 
full depth was determined by augering. The base 
lay at c. 8 m OD, that is, more than 4 m below 
the Romano-British ground surface and at least 
1 m below the Roman water table recorded in 
other parts of Chichester (e.g. Down 1989, 70–73). 
Sherds from a Central Gaulish samian dish dated 
to AD 90–150, from the lowest excavated fill (81) of 
the construction pit may provide an indication of 
when it was dug. On the evidence of New Forest 
and Oxfordshire colour-coated wares in the upper 
backfills, the well went out of use in the late third 
or fourth century. The upper surviving backfill 
(156) of the well shaft contained evidence of cereal 
processing in the vicinity (see Stevens below).

Another probable Romano-British well (185) 
had a sub-circular construction cut, 3.5 m in 
diameter and was at least 2 m deep. The six sherds 
of pottery recovered from its construction fills 
indicate a first-century date. A narrower, circular, 
medieval pit (190), which cuts through the centre 
of the well, is interpreted as a robbing cut to remove 
a stone lining.

LATE SAXON-EARLY MEDIEVAL  
(TENTH–TWELFTH CENTURY)

Three pits (2, 33 and 47), near the western edge of 
the site (Fig. 6) can be ascribed to the late Saxon–
early medieval period on the evidence of flint-
tempered and calcareous wares paralleled at the 
Tower Street and Chapel Street kilns (see Mepham 
below). This material is ascribed a date range of 
eleventh (possibly tenth) to twelfth century. The 
pits were up to 0.9 m deep, steep-sided and with 
flattish bases. Pit 33 contained fills characteristic 
of sewage, although all three pits seem to have 
been used at least in part for the disposal of general 
domestic refuse. Pit 33 contained a lower limb bone 
from a fallow deer, tenuous evidence for a trade in 
skins (see Knight below).

The distribution of these pits on the western 
side of the site is tentative evidence for the late-
Saxon to early medieval origin of North Pallant. It 
seems to suggest a relatively low level of activity, 
possibly associated with a property on the western 
edge of the site.

LATER MEDIEVAL  
(LATE TWELFTH– FIFTEENTH CENTURY)

Later medieval pits occurred across all areas 
investigated (Figs 6–7). Ceramic evidence suggests 
a shifting pattern of activity within this period. 

Fig. 3. Western excavation area: excavation in progress, 
looking east (2 × 2 m scales). Note the medieval undercroft, 
bottom left.
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Fig. 4. Western excavation area: Roman features.

Fig. 5. Section of Roman well 142.
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Features dated to the late twelfth to early thirteenth 
century are concentrated in the west of the site, as 
in the previous period. Pit digging became more 
intensive in the central and eastern parts of the 
site in the thirteenth to fourteenth centuries and, 
at some point in the fourteenth to early fifteenth 
century, the western edge of the site was occupied 
by a masonry building.

Feature 114 (Fig. 6) was a latrine dated to the 
thirteenth century or later. It was square in plan, 
more than 0.62 m deep, and its sides were lined 
with roughly-faced flint nodules bonded with 
reworked natural brickearth. The feature produced 
the only waterlogged environmental sample from 
the site, but the range of fruit remains it contained 
(pips and seeds which pass undigested through the 
human gut) are well paralleled in similarly dated 
latrine deposits, such as that from a closed-shaft 
garderobe at Jennings Yard, Windsor (Carruthers 
1993, 82–8). These include blackberry type (Rubus 
sp.), strawberry (Fragaria vesca), fig (Ficus sp.), and 

grape (Vitis vinifera) (see Stevens below). Pit 190, 
another thirteenth-century feature (see pottery Fig. 
10, nos 3 and 5), may have been another latrine, 
unlined or lined with wicker. However, its location 
has been taken as evidence that its primary purpose 
was to rob the stone lining of Romano-British 
well 185.

One group of pits (3, 6, 9, 12 and 39) clearly 
predated a medieval undercroft (Fig. 6), which 
had been built over them. Pit 39 cut into the 
top of Romano-British well 142 (Fig. 5), and may 
have been dug to quarry building material, or 
to investigate a ‘soft spot’ that became apparent 
during the construction of the undercroft. Pottery 
suggests a date for the pit within the fourteenth 
century (see Mepham below and Fig. 10, nos 
6–7).

Feature 215 (Fig. 6) was an area of densely 
intercutting cesspits and refuse pits that could not 
be individually distinguished. They were succeeded 
by a sub-rectangular latrine (158). This feature 

Fig. 6. Western excavation area: post-Roman features.
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was 1.3 m deep, the lower 0.9 m being lined with 
chalk and flint rubble and the top 400 mm lined 
with horizontally laid peg-tiles set in brickearth. 
An elaborate and largely complete roof finial was 
recovered from the upper backfilling of this feature 
(Figs 8 and 11, see Mepham below). The finial is 
typical of the thirteenth century, consistent with 
the small pottery assemblage recovered.

The features in the eastern area (Fig. 7) are of 
thirteenth-century- or later date, mostly cesspits 
and/or refuse pits, between 0.60 m and 0.85 m 
deep, with no evidence of lining. Pit 211 produced 
part of a small metal bell (see Jones below). A 
curvilinear gully (202), 450 mm deep and up to 
1.2 m wide, was aligned approximately north–
south. It may have been a property boundary, an 
interpretation supported by the cluster of refuse 

pits dug into its western edge, indicating activity 
at the rear of a property. The gully contained the 
largest assemblage of Romano-British pottery 
from the site (see Jones below), clearly residual 
and presumably material thrown up by nearby pit 
digging. One group of intercutting refuse pits (217) 
had fills which were too similar to distinguish, 
while observations of the northern three pile cap 
positions indicated an area of intense medieval 
pit digging.

The remains of a building fronting onto North 
Pallant were recorded at the west edge of the site 
(Figs 6 & 9). Four bays of an east–west aligned 
undercroft (106) lay within the excavation area, 
5 m wide internally and more than 6 m long. 
The building ran beyond the western limit of 
excavation and, depending on the alignment 

Fig. 7. Eastern excavation area: post-Roman features.
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of the medieval street frontage, may originally 
have been six or eight bays in length. Truncated 
vault springers survived on the best-preserved 
(north) wall. The lower courses of the walls were 
constructed of coursed, fair-face flint and limestone 
rubble, while the upper courses were constructed 
of chalk ashlar (Fig. 9). Many areas were obscured 
by early-twentieth-century underpinning or by a 
hard modern render. No close dating is available 
for the structure, although it cuts pit 39, dated to 

the fourteenth century.
Reconstruction of the appearance of the 

undercroft is hampered by uncertainty as to the 
height of the contemporary ground surface, the 
lack of an internal medieval floor surface, and 
the limited architectural detail. The structure 
was placed in a large construction pit, the base of 
which was lined with a consolidation deposit of 
stiff clay and stones (148–9) 0.58 m thick (Fig. 9), 
perhaps reflecting an attempt to deal with ground 
that had been heavily disturbed by earlier pits, as 
well as with the high water table. The undercroft 
walls were constructed from this material, and 
survived to a maximum height of 1.25 m. A few 
fragments of worked stone (Fig. 9) recovered 
from demolition rubble may have derived from 
the superstructure, although some had certainly 
been reused. A door jamb (147) with a mason’s 
mark and a door mullion (148) in a hard, white, 
silicaceous limestone, probably chalk (identified as 
Lavant stone: James Kenny pers. comm.; Bone & 
Bone 2000) may be part of a double door typical of 
the screens passage of a late medieval hall. Seven 
fragments similar to mullion 148 were recovered, 
including a complete example 0.55 m long. Some 
of these had a slightly curving finished face and, 
lacking the rear projection seen on the former 
stone, may be vault ribs. A limestone window 
mullion (146) with recesses for leads is more 
likely to have derived from the superstructure of a 
sixteenth- or seventeenth-century rebuilding (Bob 
Hill pers. comm.).

LATER ACTIVITY

The level from which the medieval pit digging 
could be defined was overlain by up to one metre of 
post-medieval and modern material. This consisted 
of garden soils, the formation of which had 
reworked medieval deposits, and by later dumped 
material. These upper layers were not investigated 
in detail. The few post-medieval features which 
survived included a shallow, chalk and brick-lined 
soakaway or cesspit (52) (Fig. 6), and two Victorian 
cesspits (not illustrated).

Fig. 8. The medieval ceramic roof finial.

F I N D S

PREHISTORIC AND ROMANO-BRITISH POTTERY
by Grace Perpetua Jones
A residual body sherd of later prehistoric pottery was recovered 
from medieval pit 211. 

A total of 554 sherds (11,554 g) of largely residual 
Romano-British pottery was recovered during excavation, with 

only 6% (by weight) stratified in Romano-British features. For 
this reason, this report is a short extract of the full pottery 
report, available in the site archive. The pottery was in good 
condition and demonstrated a low degree of surface abrasion, 
in spite of the high residuality. It was divided by fabric type 
and quantified by number and weight (Table 1). The range 
of fabrics and forms present is typical for the region. The 
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Fig. 9. Western excavation area: interior elevation of north wall of the undercroft, with architectural details from ex situ 
worked stone.
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unsourced fabrics have been placed into broad groups for 
analysis; detailed fabric descriptions are available in the 
archive. The assemblage broadly spanned the first to fourth 
centuries AD, with a focus on the early part of the period.

Rim sherds from two coarseware vessels, a necked, 
cordoned jar and a high-shouldered jar dated to the second 
half of the first century AD were found in ditch 87, indicating 
that this feature was infilling by this time. Well 142 contained 
18 sherds (423 g), mostly coarsewares of mixed date, although 
a Central Gaulish samian dish, form 18/31 (AD 90–150) may 
indicate a more precise date for its construction. The presence 
of New Forest and Oxfordshire colour-coated wares in the 
upper backfill of the well suggests that this feature went out 
of use by the late third to fourth century AD. The few sherds 
of sandy greyware found in the probable well construction 
cut 185 were of first-century date, including Rowlands Castle 
types (Cunliffe 1971, 237).

POST-ROMAN POTTERY by Lorraine Mepham
The post-Roman assemblage from Pallant House amounts to 
543 sherds (12,681 g), and ranges in date from late Saxon–
early medieval to post-medieval, with an emphasis on the 
earlier part of this period (eleventh to thirteenth century). 
Post-medieval pottery (12 sherds) is not discussed here. The 

majority of the pottery derived from intercutting pit fills, 
and a moderate degree of residuality is suspected. The close 
dating of feature groups is hampered by the long-lived nature 
of the common coarseware types, and the lack of diagnostic 
material. The general condition of the pottery is fair to good; 
several complete profiles can be reconstructed. Analysis of the 
medieval assemblage has followed the Wessex Archaeology 
recording system (Morris 1994).

The assemblage falls into three broad fabric groups: flint-
tempered (Group F), calcareous (Group C) and sandy wares 
(Group Q). Within these three groups, 13 separate fabric 
types have been defined on the basis of the range, frequency 
and size of inclusions. Brief descriptions and quantifications 
are presented in Table 2. No correlation with the Adur Valley 
fabric series (e.g. Gardiner 1997) was noted, and it seems far 
more likely that the flint-tempered and calcareous wares, and 
probably most of the sandy wares as well, represent products 
local to the Chichester area. Several kilns have been excavated 
within the city, ranging in date from the early eleventh 
century through to the thirteenth/fourteenth century, and 
their products are certainly comparable, in terms of fabric, 
with the Pallant House material (Down & Rule 1971, 158; 
Down 1978, 5–6, 10–16; 1981, 190–92).

The flint-tempered and calcareous wares represent the 
earliest post-Roman material from the site; vessel forms such as 
spouted pitchers with applied and impressed decoration (Fig. 
10, nos 1–2), deeply-finger-impressed jar rims, and stamped 
decoration, indicate a date range of eleventh (possibly tenth) 
to twelfth century. Two kilns of this date are known within 
Chichester (Tower Street and Chapel Street), and the vessel 
forms found at Pallant House are well paralleled elsewhere 
in the town (e.g. Down 1978, figs 11.2–11.4; 1981, figs 
8.37–8.42). No large groups of this material were recovered, 
but good examples of diagnostic forms came from pits 2 (Fig. 
10, no. 1), 6, 47 (Fig. 10, no. 2), 61 and 86, although only 
three features (pits 2, 33 and 47) can be assigned with any 
degree of certainty to a late Saxon–early medieval phase of 
activity on the site — in other features early medieval sherds 
are apparently residual.

Both flint-tempered and calcareous wares, however, had 
a currency beyond the early medieval period, as evidenced by 
their use for jars of later form, with more carefully moulded 
rims. By the late twelfth century these wares were harder fired 
and more frequently oxidized. The kilns at Orchard Street 
and Southgate, both dated on typological grounds to the 
thirteenth century, were both producing a variety of wares 
which included some heavily flint-gritted variants alongside 
more sandy wares (Barton 1971, 157–64; Down 1978, 10–16). 
One jar with applied thumbed strips from pit 190 (Fig. 10, no. 
5) is closely comparable to an example from Orchard Street 
(Barton 1971, fig. 9.6, no. 11). Good examples of complete 
jar profiles came from pits 61 (Fig. 10, no. 4) and 190 (Fig. 
10, no. 3). Features that have been tentatively dated as late-
twelfth to early-thirteenth-century on the basis of the presence 
of developed jar profiles and the absence of sandy wares are 
concentrated at the western end of the site, as are the late 
Saxon – early-medieval features.

Finer, sandy wares appeared in the thirteenth century, 
produced by the kilns at Orchard Street, Southgate and 
Eastgate (Adcocks) (Down 1978, 5–6), as well as at Binsted, 
c. 15 km to the east of Chichester, where the kilns are dated 
on typological grounds to the fourteenth/fifteenth century 
(Barton 1979, 170–79). Through use of clay from the Reading 

Table 1. Quantification of Romano-British fabrics.

Fabric No. 
sherds

Weight 
(g) 

Prehistoric

Quartz sandstone-gritted 1 12

Imported finewares

Southern Gaulish samian 9 181

Central Gaulish samian 34 372

Eastern Gaulish samian 4 85

Rhenish ware, Central Gaulish type 1 1

Central Gaulish colour coat 1 3

British finewares

New Forest colour-coated ware 2 15

Oxfordshire colour-coated ware 6 114

Unsourced colour coat 2 3

Unsourced fine greyware 1 4

Mica-dusted wares 2 47

Amphorae

Dressel 20 11 1057

Mortaria

Oxfordshire white ware 1 37

North Gaulish white ware 1 68

Oxidized wares

Misc. white/buff wares 18 244

Misc. orange oxidized wares 28 538

Coarsewares

Black Burnished ware 25 498

Grog-tempered ware 5 63

Sandy greywares 402 8212

Total 554 11,554
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Fig. 10. Late Saxon to medieval pottery, nos 1–7.
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Beds, Binsted wares tend to have a paler fabric than those of 
the Chichester kilns which exploited the red-firing London 
Clay (Streeten 1980, 180); the wares from Pallant House 
potentially include both (fabrics Q403 and Q404 are pale-
firing). Vessel forms from Pallant House consist mainly of jars 
(Fig. 10, no. 6), with a few bowls and dishes (Fig. 10, no. 7) 
and slip-decorated jugs of West Sussex type. The latter extend 
the date range for the assemblage into the fourteenth century, 
but the absence of later-medieval painted wares suggests an 

end date within the fourteenth century. Features dated to the 
thirteenth/fourteenth century show a shift in concentration 
towards the central and eastern parts of the site.

LIST OF ILLUSTRATED VESSELS (Fig. 10)
1. Handled pitcher, fabric F400; finger-impressed rim and 

shoulder. PRN (Pottery Record Number) 5, context 1, pit 2.
2. Spouted pitcher, fabric F400; stamped decoration. PRN 57, 

context 45, pit 47.
3. Jar profile, fabric F401. PRN 71, context 191, pit 190.
4. Jar profile, fabric C400. PRN 104, context 65, pit 61.
5. Jar rim, fabric F400; applied thumbed strips. PRN 72, 

context 191, pit 190.
6. Jar profile, fabric Q400. PRN 34, context 40, pit 39.
7. Bowl profile, fabric Q401. PRN 38, context 40, pit 39.

CERAMIC BUILDING MATERIAL
by Grace Perpetua Jones
A total of 56 kg of ceramic building material was recovered 
from Pallant House. This ranged in date from the Romano-
British to post-medieval periods, of which only the medieval 
material, consisting of 250 fragments mostly of roofing tile 
and weighing 23,260 g, is reported on here. Eight fabrics were 
identified (Table 3). The sources of these fabrics are unknown, 
but both sandy wares and those containing flint grits have 
been recorded from Chichester (Down 1978, 361). The flint in 
the Pallant House fabrics, particularly that from Fabric 3, had 

Table 2. Post-Roman pottery fabrics and quantification.

Fabric Description No. 
sherds

Weight 
(g)

C400 Coarse fabric; moderate 
chalk <2 mm; moderate 
carbonaceous material; 
rare flint; oxidized or 
unoxidized; handmade

125 2904

C401 Coarse fabric; frequent 
chalk <2 mm; oxidized or 
unoxidized

25 324

C402 As C401 but with soapy feel; 
unoxidized; handmade

8 77

F400 Coarse fabric; moderate 
angular flint <2 mm; sparse 
chalk <2 mm; oxidized or 
unoxidized; handmade

216 5105

F401 Moderately coarse fabric; 
sparse angular flint <3 mm; 
micaceous; oxidized or 
unoxidized; handmade

15 846

Q400 Moderately coarse, sandy 
fabric; sparse angular 
flint <2 mm; pale-firing; 
handmade

66 1568

Q401 Moderately coarse, sandy 
fabric; rare fine flint; 
oxidized (orange-red); 
handmade?

11 690

Q402 Fine sandy fabric, 
unoxidized; glazed; wheel-
thrown?

3 19

Q403 Fine, hard sandy fabric, 
some iron oxides; oxidized 
(pale-firing); wheel-thrown

21 310

Q404 Very fine, hard, fabric; some 
iron oxides; oxidized (pale-
firing); wheel-thrown

29 425

Q405 Very fine fabric similar to 
Q404 but firing orange-red

11 157

Q406 Moderately coarse sandy 
fabric; iron-stained 
quartz <1 mm; oxidized; 
handmade?

1 14

- Post-medieval wares (‘Tudor 
Green’ and redwares)

12 242

Total 543 12,681

Table 3. Medieval ceramic building material fabrics.

Type Description % by 
weight

Fabric 1 Hard, cherry-red fabric containing 
an abundance of well-sorted, fine- to 
medium-grained quartz sand. 

19%

Fabric 2 Hard, buff-coloured fabric with a 
mostly clean, fine-grained sandy clay 
matrix. 

13.5%

Fabric 3 Characterized by the presence of 
a very common amount (30%) of 
moderately-sorted, calcined flint, <4 
mm.

22.7%

Fabric 4 Much more softly-fired fabric with 
a sparse amount of iron oxides and 
occasional swirly marls. 

1.6%

Fabric 5 Clay matrix of very fine quartz with 
a common amount of well-sorted, 
coarse-grained quartz and a scatter 
of fine-grained black inclusions, 
probably iron. 

24.6%

Fabric 6 Abundant well-sorted, medium- to 
coarse-grained quartz and a sparse 
amount of detrital flint and quartz 
pebbles, up to 6 mm in size. 

0.7%

Fabric 7 Hard, cherry-red fabric, the clay 
matrix containing medium-grained 
quartz, and a sparse amount (3%) of 
flint, <3 mm. 

15.4%

Fabric 8 Similar to fabric 7, but with less 
frequent and more poorly sorted flint 
(<13 mm).

2.5%
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been burnt and crushed and was therefore deliberately added 
as temper. This may also have been the case with the visible 
medium- and coarse-sized quartz grains seen in a number of 
the fabrics and suggests that the number of clay sources used 
was smaller than the number of fabrics identified.

The majority of the material consists of flat rectangular 
roof tiles with one or two peg-holes. Their width was between 
165 and 180 mm and their thickness was 9 mm to 16 mm, 
with a peak at 11 mm. They showed no traces of glaze but 
adhering mortar was common. A single curved tile of Fabric 
1 was present. Two hearth tiles were also recorded, both in 
the heavily flint-gritted Fabric 3. The rest of the assemblage 
(139 fragments, 11,572 g) consists of plain, flat tile fragments 
many of which were probably from peg-tiles.

THE ROOF FINIAL by Lorraine Mepham
The most interesting object recovered from the site was 
an almost complete roof finial, recovered from the upper 
fill of latrine 158. The finial consists of a cylindrical stem 
surmounted by a globular body, with a smaller globular 
‘head’ above; its overall height is approximately 0.5 m (Figs 
8 & 11). The base of the stem is missing, but the finial would 
originally have been attached to a ridge tile. The whole object 
is glazed, and decorated with applied strips and pellets, with 
incised chevrons around the stem. Four equally placed circular 
stumps just below the head suggest there had been protruding 
elements of some form, perhaps in the manner of ‘horns’.

This object belongs to a type of roof ornament used to 
adorn the ridges of buildings, particularly the gable ends, 
found in the thirteenth century across southern England, the 
West Country, the Midlands and East Anglia. The uncertainty 
over the presence or otherwise of an attached ridge tile means 
that it cannot be assigned to one of Dunning’s types, which 
have different (although overlapping) distributions (Dunning 
1968). The ‘double globular’ profile certainly matches those 
of the attached finials found, for example, in Portsmouth 
(Dunning 1968, fig. 29), and these finials often had attached 
‘horns’. Similar examples are also known from Salisbury 
(Musty et al. 2001, cat. nos 307 and 309; note that 309 is 
illustrated by Dunning (1968, fig. 31), with the addition of a 
small globular ‘head’), but no parallels have as yet been found 
with such elaborate decoration as the Pallant House finial.

The fabric is coarse and sandy, with flint inclusions, and on 
that basis is likely to be of local manufacture — it is comparable 
to pottery fabric F400. On Dunning’s distribution map 
(Dunning 1968, fig. 30), Sussex is outside the distribution area 
for attached globular finials, and no other definite examples 
are known from the county, although possible finial fragments 
have been identified at a number of sites, such as Bramber, 
Battle Abbey and Rye (Barton 1979, 60–62; Streeten 1985, 
97–8). The Chichester kilns (Orchard Street and Southgate) 
were certainly producing other roof furniture, most commonly 
ridge tiles and chimney pots (e.g. Down & Rule 1971, fig. 
9.7; Down 1978, 10–16) but not, apparently, anything more 
elaborate. The Pallant House finial is likely to have been a piece 
specially commissioned for a building of some social standing, 
although its dating precludes its use on the roof of the property 
represented by the excavated undercroft, which is dated to the 
fourteenth century or later.

METALWORK AND GLASS by Grace Perpetua Jones
A small quantity of copper-alloy and iron objects was 
recovered. A small stud and a piece of sheeting in copper alloy 

came from Romano-British well 142. Probable Romano-British 
objects in later contexts include an illegible copper-alloy coin, 
a broken copper-alloy pin, part of an iron knife and a group of 
hobnails. The remaining ironwork consisted of nails. Part of a 
copper-alloy rumbler bell came from medieval pit 211.

Well 142 also produced part of a segmented spherical 
bead, made from green glass. The type is known from the 
first century onwards (Swift 2003, 35).

QUERN STONES by Grace Perpetua Jones
Fragments of Greensand rotary querns of Romano-British 
type, probably Lodsworth, (Peacock 1987) were recovered 
from post-Roman pits 2, 86 and 190. An incomplete (40%) 
lower stone (400 mm dia.) from a lava rotary quern, Mayen 

Fig. 11. The ceramic roof finial.
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or Niedermendig, (Peacock 1980, 49) was also recovered, 
but was unstratified. It measured 400 mm in diameter and 
approximately 40% of the stone had survived. Grooves radiate 

from the central perforation. The example from Pallant House is 
likely to be Roman rather than medieval, given that its size and 
form are similar to other, more local examples of this period.

Table 4. Animal bone species list and number of identified 
specimens (NISP).

NISP % of identified 
fragments

Cattle 54 41

Sheep 15 11

Goat 5 4

Sheep/goat 24 18

Pig 14 11

Dog 1 1

Fallow deer 1 1

Bird 10 8*

Fish 1 1**

Amphibian 6 5***

Large mammal 20

Medium mammal 15

Unidentified 50

Total 216

* 1 domestic fowl, 1 goose, 1 pigeon/dove, three duck and 
1 large corvid
** excluding 1-2mm mesh sieving - see text and Table 7
*** probably all from one individual

E N V I R O N M E N TA L  R E M A I N S

ANIMAL BONE by Stephanie Knight
Methods
Two hundred and sixteen bones from late Saxon to medieval 
deposits with low residuality were analysed. The following 
characteristics were recorded where applicable: species, bone 
element and side, fusion, mandible wear stages (following 
Grant 1982), and measurements (following Driesch 1976). 
Butchery marks, burnt areas, and helical fractures were 
recorded following Outram (2002). Withers heights were 
calculated using Driesch and Boessneck (1974) and ages 
estimated using Silver (1969). Evidence of gnawing, condition 
and completeness was also recorded. Fragments that could 
not be identified to species or family were recorded as small, 
medium or large mammal, bird or amphibian. A summary 
of the hand-collected and coarse-mesh (5–6 mm) sieved 
assemblage is presented in Table 4. The full animal bone report 
and supporting data are available in the project archive.

Results
The majority of bones were in fair (70%) or good (22%) 
condition, with a small proportion in poor or very poor 
condition. Some bones from the latrine deposits had mineral 
encrustation that obscured the bone surface, and a very 
small proportion, perhaps residual, were abraded. Gnawing 
had marked only 4% of bones, and the proportion of loose 
teeth was relatively low (6%), both confirming that there 
had been little reworking of the chosen deposits. Minimum 

number element (MNE) counts show sheep/goat to be the 
most numerous (33), then cattle (29) and pigs (7). The species 
representation is broadly comparable with that outlined for 
medieval towns by Grant (1988, 152), but with a higher 
proportion of goats than is normally identified (25% of 
diagnostic ovicaprids from Pallant House are goats).

Late Saxon to early medieval pit 33 had the widest species 
range, probably because it contained the largest assemblage 
(49 bones), and also contained the only finds of fallow deer 
and of a very small dog. The deer bone may have been residual, 
as it was in poor condition with a different, darker, appearance 
to that of the other bones from the pit. Grant (1988) notes 
that lower limb bones are some of the best represented parts 
of the deer skeleton in medieval urban areas, and suggests 
that they may have been brought into town still attached to 
the skins, if meat had been stripped from the skeleton at the 
place of slaughter.

Not included in Table 4 is the material recovered from 
1–2 mm mesh sieving, which included a large quantity of 
fish and amphibian bone from pit 61 (see Table 5). The fish 
bones were mainly herring-sized vertebrae and otic bullae 
(ear bones), but also included eel bones. Mussel shells were 
also recovered.

Animal husbandry
From bone fusion data and tooth wear it appeared that 90% of 
the cattle lived to 18 months, and 60% to 36 months. There 
was no evidence for very much older animals (over 4 years) 
which suggests that younger animals were being killed for 
meat rather than being retained for traction. The calculation 
of withers heights was only possible for one bone, from a 
female of 1.14 m, a good match with Grant’s (1988) average 
of 1.13 m for the early medieval period.

Sheep/goat bone fusion evidence suggests the culling of 
half of the stock around two and a half years, with minimal 
losses prior to this point. The pattern is similar to that seen at 
Exeter (Maltby 1979) and suggests the selection of individuals 
for meat. A higher proportion of old sheep would be expected 
from a purely wool flock.

There is relatively little tooth-wear evidence for the age 
at death of pigs, consisting of one large male upper canine, a 
young male lower canine, and the mandible of an old animal. 
Similarly scarce evidence was available from bone fusion data; 
two of three late fusing bones were unfused, fitting with the 
accepted notion that most pigs were killed for meat before 
full maturity.

Consumption
Butchery marks on 37 bones provided evidence for skinning, 
removal of horn cores by chopping, disarticulation of feet and 
limbs, coarse chopping to portion the carcass and removal of 
cattle meat from the bone. Clean-bone fractures, characteristic 
of the extraction of marrow, were also noted. In one case a 
chop mark into the base of a sheep skull indicated the removal 
of the brain and cut marks on a sheep hyoid indicated the 
removal of the tongue. No burning was noted, either from 
cooking activity or bone disposal in fires.



  EXCAVATIONS  AT  PALLANT  H OUSE  G ALLERY,  C HICHES TER  89

The overall distribution pattern indicated no trade of 
animal parts, although objectively the numbers were too 
small to be able to state this definitively. A single dump in 
pit 205 contained a number of cattle first phalanges and 
skull fragments.

PLANT REMAINS by Chris Stevens
Seven bulk samples were taken: from Romano-British ditch 
87, well 142, late Saxon to early medieval pit 33, medieval pit 
61 and latrine 114 (Table 6). Preservation of charred material 
was quite variable: only the backfill of Romano-British well 
142 and medieval pit 61 contained any quantity of remains 
(Table 6). Mineralized remains were, however, numerous in 
three features: late-Saxon–early medieval pit 33, medieval 
latrine 114 and medieval pit 61 (Table 7). Within the latter 
pit, context 65 was exceptionally productive of mineralized 
remains, probably due to its use as a cess pit. No mineralized 
remains were recovered from the Romano-British features.

Results
Charred remains from the upper fill of Romano-British well 
142 (Table 6) were mainly of glume chaff, predominantly of 
spelt wheat (Triticum spelta) with also some of emmer wheat 
(Tritium dicoccum). The remains of chaff greatly outnumbered 
the few wheat grains recovered. Charred seeds of wild species, 
most probably derived from the fields in which the crops were 
grown were also present.

Table 5. Fish, eel, shell and small mammal remains from samples.

Period
Romano-
British early medieval medieval

Feature type well pit pit latrine

Feature 142 33 61 114

Context 156 157 36 65 100

Sample 6 7 5 4 3

Volume 8 6 5 10 10

Flot/roots 35 250 20 220 100

Animal/fish bone/marine 

Anguila anguila eel vertebrae 2 - 6 2 -

non-eel 4 - 2 100+ 4

Scales 3 - 3 - -

Otolith fish ear bone 1 - - - -

cf. Clupae sp. type otic bulae herring ear bone sack - - - 10 -

Small Clupae type vertebrae herring bone - - - + -

Other 3 - 4 ++ -

Mytilus edulis mussel shell - +++ - - -

Small mammal+teeth - - ++ - -

Anuran bones - - - + -

+ = rare (1–5)
++ = occasional (6–20)
+++ = frequent (21–100)

Late Saxon–early medieval pit 33 contained a free-
threshing cereal grain amongst mainly seeds of wild species 
(Tables 6–7). These included many weeds that would have 
been common in and around urban environments, such as 
knotgrass (Polygonum aviculare), hedge-parsley (Torilis sp.) 
and cleavers (Galium aparine L.) as well as a possible seed of 
flax (Linum usitatissimum). Goosefoot (Chenopodium sp.) may 
have been from a weed although this has been eaten as greens 
since prehistoric times. Hazelnut (Corylus avellana) shell was 
also found. The sample also included several stems of grass or 
perhaps straw. Such material may be stabling waste, a mixture 
of straw, hay, dung and urine.

The samples from medieval pit 61 (Tables 6–7) contained 
a small amount of free-threshing cereal and rye (Secale cereale) 
and a broad bean (Vicia faba). It also contained mineralized 
cherry stones (Prunus avium), apple pips and a few charred 
hazelnuts. As with the late Saxon–early medieval sample there 
were plenty of similar weed seeds. A large amount of oat or 
brome grass may have been derived from stabling waste.

Medieval latrine 114 contained a smaller proportion 
of weed seeds amongst the charred grains of free-threshing 
wheat and barley, as well as a charred seed of goosefoot (Table 
6). Overall, the assemblage (Table 7) was typical of medieval 
cesspit deposit. This was the only waterlogged sample, 
so bramble (probably blackberries), and strawberry may 
originally have been present in other deposits. Other fruits 
from the feature included apple, fig and grape.
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Table 6. Charred plant remains.

Period Romano-British
early 

medieval medieval

Feature type ditch well pit pit latrine

Feature 87 142 33 61 114

Context 60 156 157 36 65 69 100

Sample 2 6 7 5 4 1 3

Volume 10 8 6 5 10 20 10

Flot/roots 10 35 250 20 220 250 100

Cereals and other crops 

Hordeum vulgare L. sl grain barley - 2 - - - + 2

Triticum dicoccum (Schübl) emmer glumes - 2 - - - - -

Triticum dicoccum (Schübl) emmer spikelet fork - 1 - - - - -

Triticum spelta L. spelt glumes - 18 - - - - -

Triticum spelta L. spelt spikelet forks - 1 - - - - -

T. dicoccum/spelta emmer/spelt grain - 3 - - - - -

T. dicoccum/spelta emmer/spelt glumes - 35 - - - - -

Secale cereale rye - - - - 1 - -

Triticum spelta/Secale cereale wheat/rye grain - - - - - 1 -

Triticum aestivum f-t wheat grain - - - - - - 4

Cereal grain cereal indet. grain 1 - - - - - -

Cereal frgs. grain est. grains from frgs - 6 - - 2 - -

Vicia faba broad bean - - - - - 1 -

Species 

Corylus avellana L. hazel nut fragments - - - 1 frg. 2 1 -

Chenopodium sp. L. goosefoot - - - 1 - - 1

Agrostemma githago corncockle - cf.1 - - cf.1 - -

Rumex sp. L. dock - 1 - - - 1 -

Vicia/Lathyrus sp. L. vetch/wild pea - - - - 1 1 -

Trifolium sp. L. clover - 3 - - - - -

Tripleurospermum inodorum (L.) Sch. Bip. scentless mayweed - 1 - - - - -

Torilis sp. Adans. hedge parsely - 1 - - - - -

Galium aparine L. cleavers - - - 1 - 1 -

Lolium L. fescues - 1 - - - - -

Avena sp. L. oat - 1 - - 2 1 -

Bromus sp. L. brome grass - 3 - 1 1 - -

Dung or tuber - - - 2 frgs - - -

Parenchyma - - - 4 frgs 11 frgs - -
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D I S C U S S I O N

ROMANO-BRITISH

The excavation was able to make a modest 
contribution to understanding of the southeast 
quadrant of the town. Evidence for in situ 
Romano-British occupation was slight. Ditch 87 
may have been a boundary between two first-
century properties, although it does not appear 
to have survived into the second century. The 
two wells, lying on either side of the ditch, could 
support the existence of two properties, but their 
dating is insecure and they need not have been 
contemporary. The alignment of the ditch was 
presumably determined by prominent features of 

the local urban landscape, including the nearby 
street grid and contemporary buildings. The nearest 
known north-south road was the forerunner of 
South Pallant, some 70 m to the west.

The identification of Mixen stone (Alveolina 
limestone), from an offshore source at Selsey, in 
the construction of one of the wells, is of some 
interest and can be added to the growing body of 
evidence for the use of this stone in and around 
Chichester. 

The excavated wells presumably supplied 
structures or activities beyond the limited area 
investigated. A similar low level of activity was 
recorded at East Pallant House to the south, 

Table 7. Mineralized and waterlogged plant remains.

Period early medieval medieval

Feature type pit pit latrine

Feature 33 61 114

Context 36 65 69 100

Sample 5 4 1 3

Volume 5 10 20 10

Flot/roots 20 220 250 100

Cereals, crops and wild foods 

Cereal grain cereal grains 1 2 - 1 min/w

Prunus avium type cherry type stone - 22 - -

Ficus sp. fig - - - 21

Vitis vinifera grape - - - 3 min/charred

Malus domestica apple - 12 - 11

Fragaria vesca strawberry - - - 6 min/w

Linum usitatissimum L. flax cf.1 - - -

Species 

Polygonum aviculare L. knotweed 1 - - -

Persicaria maculosa L. red shank - - - 1 min/w

Rubus sp. bramble - - - c. 700+w

Apiaceae - - - 1

Torilis sp. Adans. hedge-parsley 5 4 - -

Asteraceae (Cirsium//Carduus/Centaurea) 1 - - 1 min/w

Poaceae stems grass stems 4 3 - -

Poaceae culm nodes grass nodes 5 2 - -

Lolium L. fescues - 1 - cf. 2 m

Bromus sp. L. brome grass - 1 - -

Avena / Bromus sp. oat/brome grass - 30 - -

Small oval egg shaped orange seeds 6 22 - -

Insect larvae - 4 - -

Idoteidae sub-order Oniscoidea Woodlouse segments 1 - - -

Seed indet. - 20 - -

w = waterlogged
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although at least one building was present (Down 
1989, 43). There was certainly no trace of the deep 
urban sequences, public buildings and services 
familiar from excavations in the northwest 
quadrant (Down 1978). It is possible that the 
southeast quadrant of the town was less intensively 
occupied than elsewhere, although perhaps more 
likely that occupation and activity was different in 
character. Clay and timber buildings, for example, 
might have been particularly vulnerable to later 
destruction. Any interpretation must allow for the 
fact that the areas investigated in this part of the 
town have been of limited extent.

There is little direct evidence for later Romano-
British activity on the site itself, apart from some 
third- to fourth-century pottery in the backfill of 
well 142. However, the quantity of first- to fourth-
century pottery (above, Prehistoric and Romano-
British pottery) and domestic items (quern stones 
and metalwork) occurring in post-Roman contexts 
requires explanation. The same picture was noted 
in earlier work on the site and in the immediate 
vicinity (Southern Archaeology 1994; 1997). It is 
possible that much of the material derives from the 
reworking of in situ Romano-British deposits and 
features on the site itself, from the late Saxon to the 
post-medieval period, when intensive pit-digging 
occurred across the site. However, the complete 
lack of later Romano-British features identified 
in the excavation might suggest an element of 
redeposition of material from elsewhere in the 
town. The site may have become disused at an early 
date, or given over to horticultural or agricultural 
use. It may have been an open space in other use. 
Further fieldwork should seek to clarify this.

Little is known of the Romano-British economy 
of Chichester (cf. Hinton 1984) therefore the 
recovery of charred plant remains and animal 
bones sheds some light on economic aspects. 
An interesting possibility is suggested by the 
upper fill of well 142, dated to the third or fourth 
century, which contained high densities of glume 
chaff, mostly of spelt wheat (see Stevens above 
and Table 6). Such deposits are rare in towns 
and are usually thought to be waste from large-
scale dehusking and perhaps grinding of cereals, 
conducted on the edge or outside the settlement. 
Spelt is present in relatively large quantities from 
Area 3, Westhampnett (Hinton in press) and 
is known from Chichester Harbour from plant 
impressions in pottery and from charred remains 

from a number of sites in Sussex (Hinton 1984), 
for example Bishopstone (Arthur 1977). The 
sample suggests that processing of emmer and 
spelt wheat was taking place somewhere nearby, 
supported by the occurrence of quern stones on 
the site (see Jones above). None, however, was of a 
size to suggest processing on a truly commercial/
industrial scale.

There is little more that can be added to 
existing knowledge of urban topography. Nothing 
from the excavation suggests the existence of 
a Romano-British forerunner to North Pallant; 
indeed a hypocaust found 50 m south of the site in 
a drainage trench outside 5, South Pallant (Down 
& Rule 1971, 11) seems to preclude such a road. 
The findspot does indicate that there was at least 
one masonry building in the southeast quadrant. 
Another may have been represented by a north-
south aligned wall observed outside 5, East Pallant 
just south of the site (Down 1981, 14). The results 
of other limited archaeological investigations 
have revealed possible evidence for a north-south 
aligned road approximately 70 m west of Pallant 
House (J. Kenny pers. comm.).

POST-ROMAN

The earliest phase of post-Roman activity dates 
to the late Saxon–early medieval period. Given 
that North Pallant is held to have been laid out in 
the tenth or eleventh century, there would have 
been room for no more than a small building 
between the excavated pits and the presumed 
street frontage. East Pallant may be another street 
developed in the late Saxon period, a possibility 
hinted at by the discovery of pottery from East 
Pallant House in 1981–2 and earlier reports of a late 
Saxon ‘hut’ from the same site in 1947–50 (Down 
1989, 40–44). The late Saxon–early medieval pits 
on the present site appear to be restricted to a 
zone ten metres wide and some five to ten metres 
back from the street frontage. The corresponding 
area behind the East Pallant frontage was not 
available for excavation. The pits contained general 
food refuse, with little evidence for particular 
activities. Weed seeds present were typical of urban 
environments, and stable waste may have been 
present (see Stevens above).

The medieval pits exhibit a spread eastwards 
across the site through the later medieval period 
(above), suggesting heavier occupation of the 
street frontage and more intensive activity in the 
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backland areas — principally cesspits and refuse 
disposal. The material recovered offers insights into 
the medieval economy. Analysis of the bone refuse 
suggests that animals were killed for meat when 
just approaching maturity, and it was the remains 
of whole animals rather than pre-butchered parts 
that were present on the site. This situation is 
paralleled in medieval Exeter, where, in contrast to 
the Romano-British period, there is no evidence of 
specialized butchery waste deposits (Maltby 1979). 
The lack of older animals is due to individuals 
kept for milk, wool or traction being killed and 
consumed near the farm, once their productive 
lives were over. Such animals were rarely brought 
into the town. Very young animals were almost 
absent, indicating no on-site breeding. Bones from 
two boars were found, although males are unlikely 
to have been kept in urban backyards. The number 
of wild animals was low, with only a single dog and 
deer bone. The remains of fish and shellfish are a 
reminder of their importance in the medieval diet. 
A range of bird species was also present, but both 
fish and bird bones are probably under-represented 
in the assemblage owing to the low numbers of 
samples recovered (cf. Coy 1982) and because 
of their small size and fragility. Mineralized and 
waterlogged plant remains allow the identification 
of a wider range of plant food remains in the later 
medieval pits, including domesticated (apples) 
and wild (cherries, hazel nuts, blackberry-type, 
wild strawberries) food species. All of these may 
potentially have been collected by rural inhabitants 
and brought into town for sale to the more affluent 
town dwellers. The range is fairly typical of that 
found within other medieval towns and includes 
a range of rubbish beyond just sewage (cf. Greig 
1991). While it is possible that the more ‘exotic’ 
species, such as fig and grape were locally grown, 
much of the documentary evidence tends to 
suggest that they were more commonly imported 
(Greig 1988).

The ornate finial is the one clear sign of the 
existence of buildings of some status in the vicinity 
in the thirteenth century. It is a useful addition to 
the known corpus of such items, and a reminder 
of the bright and less familiar appearance of the 
medieval urban skyline.

It may be significant that medieval digging 
does not appear to continue beyond the fourteenth 
century. This is the approximate point in time at 
which a substantial building, the stone undercroft 
which was recorded at the west of the site, was 
constructed. The rarity of known surviving stone 
undercrofts in Chichester makes the examination 
of this one of some importance. Whether the status 
of the new street frontage property precluded 
digging within its grounds, or alternative means of 
refuse disposal became available is not known. The 
backland area remained open ground, presumably 
yard or garden, and the street frontage properties 
continued to evolve.
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