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Editorial

This is the fifteenth annual report, and it seems a sultable occasion
to review the progress of our subject during this time. DMV research is now
well co~ordinated in this country., The success of DMVRG as an organising
body is shown by its being entrusted with the -administration of government funds
for rescue excavation., The subject is now being taught at several universities,
and has received wide non-academic recognition on the radio and the popular
archeological press. The annual reports provide the best index of work done in
documentary research, excavation and correlation of results. Another striking
feature is the increasing work done on DMVs in other countries, perhaps
stimulated by our own research.

, Excavation has heen of variable scope and quality; the work of the
last fifteen years has shown that few useful results are obtained unless a site
is explored on a large scaele or over several seasons. Details of house
construction and materials, and localised dating, may be recovered from
individuel digs, but it is the "persistent® excavations, such as Wharram Percy,
Hand Tor, Faxton, Gomeldon, West Whelpington and Upton, which have produced the
most significant results, and then only after several seasons. - This isn't a
question of money. Some of the larger digs have admittedly cost thousands of
pounds over the years, but the others have not. Wharram Percy, Gomeldon and
Hand Tor are run entirely on amateur labour resources and very few funds.

It may be premature to expect any useful historical generalisations
. to emerge after so short a period, and it may be many more decades before any
major conclusions can be dramn. Nevertheless, the work done has demonstrated
the kind of evidence which long=continued excavation can produce, and John
Hurst is currently engaged*® in attempting a preliminary synthesis of a few
hypotheses wnich can now be postulated.

Excavation has +old us more about the present house than any other
aspect of the village. It seems likely that most houses were of timber before
the 13th cenfury, even in traditional stone-building areas. Where houses had
stone footings, they were rather insubstantial and had to be replaced frequently.
Walls were usually of clay, turf, timber or other light construction, and roofs
- of thateh. Central hearths are typical, stone floors are rare. - All floors
" were kept clean and the rubbish was dumped outside. House plans are very
variable, but may indicate development from long-house types, with combined
anlmal—humam occupation, and storage space, to separated bulldings of the "firm"
type.

There is some evidence for climatic changes such as the digging of
deep diteches, piling up of toft platforms, and cobbling of ground surfaces.
Houses changed position frequently in rebuilding within the same toft, while
toft boundaries and sxbtents themselves fluctuated. Even the whole village
layout was subject to major replarming - a contrast both to the conservatism
in village layout in more recent centuries and to the static nature of burgage
plots in towns.

Such, in the most superficial outline, is the kind of thing that can
now be suggested, and will be reinforced or more probably confounded by
complexity in future decades.

What suggestlons can be made for future work? Field-work,
documentary researoh air-photography, photo-grammetris or ground survey,
preservatlon by 00ﬂsemt or legislation = these are all being pursued as, fast
as resources allow, but not so fast as sites are being destroyed or damaged
before even their earthworks have been plotted. Excavabtions are numerous; we
might question, as has been suggested in other branches of archaeoclogy, whether
we are justified in putting so much of our resources in skill and manpower into
safe sites when sc many are being destroyed = thereby deliberately reducing the
ultimate amount of available evidence for posterity.

Is excavation itself well=planned? It may seem in retrospect that
too much attention has been paid to house-sites and not enough to the village
as a whole. If we were able o begin Upton again, for instance, I would spend

* BStudies in Deserted Medieval Villages, to be published by the Lutterworth
Press.
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at least ten seasons in sexamining boundaries and apparently featureless areas;
by now we would know a lot about the development of the village area in
different centuries, and would know which house-complex was most worthy of
detailed examination. Small-scale work might well be far more usefully
deployed in sectioning toft and croft banks than in uncovering the odd bits of
walls, floors and postholes which have been so prominent in our annual reports.

Another aspect of our subject remains very obscure - that is, the
relationship between post-conquest villages and those known to exist in
hundreds before 1066, Thus, again, partly due to to concentration on visible
house sites which are likely to belong to later phases of the village, and
partly due to the slow realisation that the so~-called "Saxon-settlements" are
in fact deserted Saxon villages (DSV ?), settlements failed for reasons which
are aften historically obscure.

Pinally, should we now attempt to widen our scope of enquiry? The
prefix "deserted" (or, more romantically,"lost")has served its purpose in
arousing interest in DMV sites. Our real subject is the medieval village.
Deserted sites are convenient because they have not been much altered since
medieval times, and because they are available for examination; but the aspect
of their desertion seems, in retrospect, a relatively minor aspect of the total
history of the village.

In response to some criticism, much detail has been eliminated from
this report in the hope that it will thereby be more readable. If any members
would 1ike more informaticn on any people, places or subjects mentioned, would
they please write to the editor 2

1. , MEMBERS
. New Members

BARRY, J.F., 8, Charles Road, Dagenham, Essex. v

BRADSHAW, Miss B., Kenton Lodge College of Education, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 3.

COGGINS, D., High Force Hotel, Forest of Teesdale, Barnard Castle, Durha.m.

DAVIS, G.E., 122, Leake Road, Gotham, Nottinghamshire.

DAWSON Gedoey l;D, Station Road, Orpington, Kent. ’

DOBNIER, Miss A., Department of‘ Archasology, The University, Leicester.

EDEN, P., Department of English Local History, The University, Leicester.

FATRBROTHER, J.R., 2, Alma Place, London, S.BE.19.

GILLESPIE, Mrs. R.P., 89, Lincoln Road, Peterborough.

GRANT, A.R.C., 23, Ennismore Gardens, London, S.W.7.

HATNES, D., Park Hills, 199, Chamber Road, Oldham, Lancashire.

HAMLIN, Miss A.BE., Department of History, The University, Exeter.

HARE, J., Priestley House, 19, The Green, Calne, Wiltshire.

HOPKINS, Wed., 24, Bridge Street, Risca, Monmouthshire.

HUGHES, Mrs, A.M., The 01d V:Lca,ra,ges Great Bourton, Banbury, Oxfordshire.

INGLES, W.J., 12, Bushfield House, Scunthorpe, Lincolnshire.

JARRETT Dr. M.Je., Department of Archasology, University College, Cathays Park,
Cardiff.

KRAIG, B., 60, Francis Avenue, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 02138, U.S.A.

LINEH.AM Mrs. C.; 15, Cotlands, Cotmaton Road, Sidmouth, Devon.

LONGDEN, Dre. R.A.W., 9, Cherry Tree Lane, Hayley Green, Halesowen, Worcestershlre.

McCARTHY M.R., 131, Evering Road, London, N.16.

MOSS, Dr., R.Jes L4, Gainsborough Drive, Adel, Leeds, 16.

PARISH, J.M.F., 43, Moore Avenue, Wibsey, Bradford, 6.

ROWLAND, T.H., Ridley House, 4, Demerley Road, Morpeth, Northumberland.

SLATER, D.B., Hillcrest, Wincote Lane, Wooctton, Near Eccleshall, Staffordshire.

STEANE, J.M., 31, Headlands, Kettering, Northamptonshire.

Changes of Address

ADDYMAN, P.V., Department of Archaeoclogy, The University, Southampton.
BIDDLE, M., A1l Souls College, Oxford.
MALLETT, M., Department of History, The University, Warwick.
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Changes of Address {(Somt!d)

PLATT, Dr, C.P.S., 3, Westwood Road, Southampton.

SHEAIL Dr. J., Monks Wood E@emmen‘tal Station (Nature Conservancy), Abbots
Ripton, Huntingdonshire.

WIGHTMAN, Dr., W.E., 10, Cassiobury Park Avenue, Watford, Hertfordshire.

BELGIUM Prof., Dr. A. Vernulst Faculteit Der Letteren En Wijsbegeerte, Gent,
Blandijnberg 2.

GERMANY , Prof. Wo Abel, Direktor des Institutes fur Wirtschafts und Sozial

Geschichte, 34, Gottingen Nikolausberger, Weg, 5.

RUMANTA, N, Constantinescu, Principal, Instutul de Archeologie, Bucurest, 22,

Str. N. Torga, 21.

Resignations

CHAMBERS, Professor J.D., The University, Nottingham. ' ‘
SINNHUBER Dr. K., Department of Geography, University College, Gower Street,
London, W.C.1.

Deceased

RUDDY, The Reverend H.E. s 3, Bekynton Avenue, Wells, Somerset.
TREVOR, Dr. J.C., Department of Physical Anthropology, Downing Street, Ca.mbr:c.dge.

2. Research in 1967

Mr. E.E. Dodd continued his examination of references to known DMV's
ir the British Museum Calendar of Charters and Rolls. The many references
obtained have been listed and filed by Mr. C. Treen. ' : '

In 1967, work on the revision of county lists was confined to
Lincolnshire. A full revision was attempted, largely based on work done by
Mr. J. Golson some years ago. 131 sites were considered by M.W. Beresford,
J.G. Hurst and J. Sheail, and 45 of these have been accepted as new DMV's
(Appendix ). 42 have been classified as shrunken villages, and L) have been
rejected as there is no evidence that they were ever nucleated villages.
There is no doubt that these lists are incomplete because Lincolnshire is a
very difficult county to work upon. There is not a standard printed history
of the county, all the volumes of the Victoria History of the county have not
Pteen compiled, and there are no English Place Name Society volumes.

Until recently, 1little work has been attempted in the western half of
England. Active work is now in progress in preparing lists for many of these
counties: M.W. Beresford and J.G. Hurst started a search of the 6 inch maps of
Cumberland for possible sites of desertion. It is hoped to expand this work
into Westmorland. ILists are being prepared by county correspondents for
Lancashire, Staffordshire, Shropshire, Worcestershire, Herefordshire and
Somerset. This preliminary work has already shown that there are many
hundreds of DMVs in this part of England. This is likely to transform the
picture of medieval desertion which has previously been based on work in.the
- Midlands and the east of the country.

- {a) Reports from local correspondents

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

C. Gowing and D. Mynard studied the air cover for the eight square
miles of north Bucks. designated for the new town of Milton Keynes, and found
31 medieval sites. JeGo Hirst wvisited the best of these, and it is hoped
that they can be preserved as open spaces in the new town. This is the first
time that field work has been done at such an early stage in planning and it
is hoped that the local planning authority will be able to help in preserv:.ng
these sites.

-In the new town area, DMVs include Tattenhoe (SP 829339), Wolverton
(sp 802415) and a new one at Shenley Brook End (SP 832358). Tattenhoe is
scheduled but badly ploughed, Wolverton is scheduled and Shenley Broock End in
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process of being scheduled.
SMVs in the area include

Caldecotte (SP 896354 and 892356)
 Great Linford (SP 855417 and 856418)
"Loughton (SP 839375)
Milton Keynes (SP 890392)
Shenley Church End (SP 826365)
Walton (SP 889366)
Woughton on the Green (SP 875376 and SP 878377)

All of these have been visited and about half are to be scheduled.

HEREFORDSHIRE

Miss R. Hickling has compiled a list of the numerous isolated
churches. This is the first stage in the examination of this neglected county.
~

LANCASHTRE

Mrs. Wo Gilding has begun work on Lancashire by compiling a list of
100 possible sites. The Domesday evidence, key subsidy material and other
printed sources have been used, together with the 6" Ordnance Survey maps.

NORTHAMPTQNSHIRE
Mrs. G. Brown reported on the following sites:

- Barton Seagrave (SP 890764). Platforms have been cut into by road
work. Masonry was found at a depth of 5 £t. by the road edge, but little
damage was done.,

Downtown {SP 603801) (see 11th Ann. Repo., 1963, p«6). Now levelled
and ploughed.

Newbould (SP 517606) (see 14th Anne. Rep., 1966, p.16). Now levelled
and ploughed; daub, 12th century pottery, and other finds recovered. . In
field to west there are remains of a large stone building. ’

Thorpe Waterville (TL 025816). Road widening has destroyed some
houses here; stone walls of buildings, c. 18 x 9 £t. were recorded, about 100
ydse from the castle site. The houses had clay floors 4 ins. thick, lying on
bedrock; these were covered by burnt daub with half-inch wattle impressions,
and burnt straw and charcoal. Associated sheds were of Lyveden and calcite-
gritted types.

SHROPSHIRE < . |
» A..Gaydon has made a list of 20 deserted hamlets and 82 shrunken

hamlets. in the Hundreds of Condover and Ford; tThis will appear in Vol. viii
of the VCH now in the press.

WARWICKSHIRE

C.J. Bond is doing & Birmingham Ph.,D. thesis on medieval rural
depopulation, with particular reference to relationships between deserted,
shrunken and surviving villages. Special attention is being paid to soil
properties, climatic periodicity, settlement pattern, social structure and
manorial descent., Many new sites have been added to the 1963 county list,
both from documentary evidence and from field work.

WORCESTERSHIRE

P. Barker and R.T. Rowley have formed the Worcestershire Medieval
Village Research Group. This has located 167 suspected DMV sites in the
county. Large numbers of deserted and shrunken hamlets are found to the
west of the River Severn, where the Shropshire settlement pattern seems to be
repeated. To the east of the Severn the deserted sites appear to be larger,
- with a marked concentration in the central and southern portions of the
county. :
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A comprehensive questionnaire® has been devised which local groups
are using as a basis for fieldwork on these sites. Classification proceeds,
and a programme of documentary research field work and ground survey has been
arranged.

* Thé’DMVRG: are in process of combining this with another draft of a general

guestionnaire, which is mainly concerned with threats to sites, which it is
hoped will be available for local correspondents in the autumn of . 1968.

(b) Aerial photography

R.A.F. verticals: Lack of funds has again made it impossible to order
further, When the Group was founded in the early 1950's, the cost of these
prints was 1/=. They have been 3/6d. each for a number of years now, and the
price has just risen to 8/, in addition to a unew search fee of 10/-. It is
. most fortunate that we have over 2,000 prints of about 1,500 sites at the old
prices. There is almost no prospect of obtaining photographs of 500 sites
discovered in the last few years. This is especially true since several sorties
must be searched before the best photograph can be selected.

Obliques: Mrs. M.E. Ewins mounted and catalogued the 345 St. Joseph
photogra,phs purchased in 1966, The Secretary continued cataloguing photographs
taken by Dr. St, Joseph since 1963, It has not been possible to purchase any
of these due to lack of funds.

Dr, St. Joseph reported that during 1967 the weather had been good
and flights further afield have been planned. Some 160 DMV sites were
photographed for the first time, the counties of Northumberland, Durham,
Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and the Midland counties being particularly well
represented. New sites continued to turn up unexpectedly, and a light cover
of snow during the winter was helpful in showing variations on the ground.
Work was also started in Bire. There was a very great deal of work to be done
in that country, and for the time being it was being concentrated on County
Tipperary. The range of earthworks of deserted settlement sites, nucleated
villages as in England, is very large, and there are also earthworks associated
with monastic and other Christian sites; in short, there was a tremendous
wealth of material awaiting investigation. '

3. (a) Publications

The two most important publications of the year were Mrs. Limehan's
raper on field work on Dartmoor, the first major report on DMV fieldwork to be
published in this country, and Professor Hilton and Mr. Rahtz's report on the
first five years of excavation at Upton.

Deserted villages have been well represented in the new publication
CURRENT ARCHAEOLOGY which publishes interim reports, plans and photographs of
current excavations every two months.

Dro.L.A.S. Butler = FAXTON, Northamptonshire, No. 2, May 1967, 48-50.

Prof. R.H. Hilton & P.A. Rahtz = UPTON, Gloucestershire, No. 4, Sept. 1967, 98-9.
J.G. Hurst = WHARRAM PERCY - Yorkshire East Riding, No. 4, Sept. 1967, 92-3.

Dr. L.A.S. Butler - FAXTON, Northamptonshire, No. 6, Jan. 1968, 163=lL.

P. Wade-Martins- NORTH ELMHAM, Norfolk, No. 6, Jan. 1968, 148-152.

(b) Additions to the Library

M.W. Beresford, Fallowfield, Northumberland: An early Cartographic
Representation of a Deserted Village, Med. Arch. x (1966), 164=7.

D.P, Dymond, Archaeology for the Historian, Historical Association, H 71, 1967.

M.B. Gleave, Hill settlements and their abandonment in Tropical Africa, Trans.
of the Institute of British Geographers, 40, (1966), 39=49.

R.H. Hilton and P.A. Rahtz, Upton, Gloucestershire, 1959-196k4, Trans. of the
Bristol and Glos. Arch. Soc. lxxxv (1966) 70-146,

LV St e i o
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Catherine D, Lineham Deserted sites and rabbit-warrens on Dartmoor, Devon,
Mede .A.rcho X (‘}966)9 - 113"12#-1-0

B. le Messurier, Crossing's guide to Dartmoor: +the 1912 edition reprinted
with new introduction, 1965.

* J. Pickering, Amington, Warwickshire - a deserted medieval village site,
Lichfield and South Staffs. Arch. and Hist. Soc. viii (1966-7), 48.

J.K.S5. St. Joseph, Air reconnaissance: recent results, II North Marefield,
Leicestershire, Antiquity, 1967, 216-218. :

S.C. Stanford, A medieval settlement at Detton Hall, Shropshire, Trans. of
Shropshire Arch. Soc. lviii (1965) 27-47. -

J. Wacher, Excavations at Riplingham, Bast Yorkshire, 1956—7, Yorkshire
Archaeological Jouraal (1967), 608-669.

P Wade-Mart:Lns & K. Wade, Some deserted villages in Norfolk. Nofes for :
visitors, from Bulletin No. 17 of the Norfolk Research Committee, 1967.

* J.W. Whiston, Croxall, Staffs. An air photograph of a deserted medieval -
village. Lichfield and South Staffs. Arch. & Hist, Soc. viii
(1966-7) , L46-7.

* J.Wo Whiston, (editor, compiled from DMVRG records). Deserted medieval
v1llages of Staffs. and adjacent areas, ibid viii (1966-7) 49~50..

bee S -« ... Preservation of Sites

...............

(a) Preservation by the M.P.B.W.

Owing to the very heavy pressure of work, the Architects of the
M.P.B.W. have not yet prepared their estimates of the costs of ’cakmg the six
best deserted medieval villages into Guardianship. '

The Ancient Monuments Board visited Wharram Percy on July 10th while
excava,t:.ons were in progress. . It was able to see the state of the church
fabric and the setting of the site with respect to access and future maintenance.
As a result of this visit, the Board recommended to the Minister that he should
congider Lord Middleton's offer to place the site in the Ministry's guardianship.

' (b) Threats to Sites during 1967

i

, . 21 sites were threatened during the year. As in previous years,
levelling for agriculture was the greatest threat = accounting for 18 sites.

BUCKS. - - Burston (SP 842188) When this site was put forward for scheduling,
the new owner objected, but it is now hoped that this site will be
preserved under grass. During the last war an oil pipeline was cut
across the lower part of the site. This has now decayed and must be
replaced. The Aylesbury Museun have agreed to watch the work in the
summer of 1968. The Contractors have promised to do as little
damage as possible, especially in the two places where possible house
sites are to be crossed.

Milton Keynes new Town. See section 2(a) for the effect of this
proposed new development on the DMVs in the area. '

DERBS. Barton Blount (SK 209346) It was hoped that this site would be
preserved for eventual Guardianship (DMVRG Memoranda No. 10) since
it is clearly the best DMV in Derbyshire with very upstanding earth-
works. Unfortunabtely it is on a small farm and the owner was not
prepared to agree for the site, which is quite large, to remain
permanently under pasture. It was hoped that preservation might be
possible by negotiation and by the payment of compensation; for
this purpose an Interim Preservation Notice was served by the -

"M.P.B.W, This is the first time this has happened on a DMV site.

* Copies of these are available from the editor of the Lichfield and South
Staffs. Arch., and Hist. Soc. 58, Wednesbury Road, Walsall, Staffs.:
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Unfortunately, while the negotiations were in progress and before

the I.P.N. could be served, the site was almost totally destroyed by
the farmer. Too much damage was done to make preservation practical,
but it is hoped to excavate a sample area in the summer of 1968 before
the whole site is completely destroyed, since so little is known
about medieval peasant houses in the area. This is most unfortunate
but it could not be avoided; mnegotiations have to take place before
preservation, which means that there is nothing to prevent an owner
from destroying a site while negotiations are in progress. It is
hoped that this anomaly may be remedied in the fubure. Hun

Bentley (sK 180388) should now be our second choice for preservation
but the sarthworks here are not nearly so clear.

DORSET Hemsworth (SU 970060)° The RCHM recommended that this site should be
preserved since it was the last remaining good quality site in east
Dorset. Negotiastions were started with the owner but he was adamant
that he was not prepared to leave it with its uneven humps and bumps.
In view of the fact that the site had been partially mutilated by
quarrying, and that compensation for preservation would cost many
thousands of pounds, it was decided that the site could be abandoned
if a single house site could be excavated. Dr. L.A.S. Butler hopss
to do this as one of the two major DMVRG excavations inm 1968 for the
M.P.B.W.

DURHAM  Hartburn, West (NZ 358143) This site was recommended for preservation
(DMVRG Memorandum Nc. 18) but before scheduling could be put into
effect Mr. L., Still, who has been excavating the site for some years,
reported that half the site had been levelled., It is hoped that the
rest of the site will remain intact and that it will be seheduled by
the M.P.B.W.

HANTS, Abbotstone (SU 565345) This gite was recommended for preservation
(DMVRG Memorandum No. 52). In the first instance the owner objected,
but when the importanmce of the site was explained they agreed to
preservation. A relative of the farmer has since become interested
in the site and is working om its documentation. It is hoped that
this will lead to a greater interest being taken in the site and its
continued preservation.

HEREFORD Kilpeck (SO 445305) This important site has been scheduled for some
years. The farmer asked permission to pull out the old fruit trees
which cover the southern part of the site, and the field ploughed
and put back to grass. It was agreed that this could be dome under
supervision as it would in fact improve the appearance of the site
and make it more likely that the site would remain under grass.

The work was watched by Mr. R. Shoesmith who reports that 1ittle
damage was done., The field has been ploughed in the past uniike the
northern field, where all the earthworks are intact. At the same
time it was agreed that at some future date certain post-medieval
hollows could be filled in in the northern fisld. This would not
only improve the appearance of this part of the site bub make it

more likely that the Tarmer will keep the site under grass.

Because of the earthwork round the village and the fine assocciated
church and castle, this is a very strong candidate for complete
preservation at all costs.

LEICS. Knaptoft (SP 626895) As previously reperted, the new owners of this

- site are interested in its preservation (14th Annual Report, 1966,
poi15)s They are the British 0il and Cake Mills Ltd., so there is a
good chance of the site remaining under grass. They do, however,
wigsh to remodel the farm and build new farm buildings and a manager's
house. Plans have heen submitted;  they are all either on the
disturbed limits of the site or in areas where few earthworks
survive. It was therefore felt that approval should be given for
this work as the main site would remain intact. The ownersg, in

fact, intend to restore and restock the medieval fishponds. This
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would certainly be very effective; this is the first time this has
been done to our knowledge, though it is hoped this may be possible
at Wharram Percy eventually.

Whatborough (SK 767060)  When this site was scheduled not only the
village was included but also a large area of ridge and furrow.
This was because of the unique evidence for the site in a map of
1586 showing the ridge and furrow very much as it is today (M.W.
Beresford, The Lost Villages of England, (1954), p.52 and pl. 5).
The farmer asked for permission to level the ridge and furrow. It
was not felt that it would be possible to preserve the ridge and
furrow, especially as only one field of this remained; the rest of
the parish had been ploughed for many years. This was therefore
agreed to on the understanding that the main village site would be
preserved. The levelling was watched by Mr. T. Pearce and a small
amount of medieval pottery was collected.

Cadeby, North (TF 270960) When the park was ploughed in 1955 the

NORFOLK

owner agrsed to preserve the actual site of the village and fence it
(3rd Arnual Report (1955), ps 7)e This was dome and the site
preserved. In 1967 the owner tried to level the site but when the
M.P.B.W. impressed on him the importance of the site he agreed to
leave it.

Elmham, North (TF 987215) When the park was made in the 19th century

NORTHANTS

the village street was diverted and the earthworks of the shrunken
village are in the park. The area is now to be lewvelled but the
owner has given the M.P.B.W. three years to excavate the area. The
main interest of the site are the Saxon buildings possibly associated
with the Cathedral. P. Wade-Martins excavated one structure in 1967
(see section 5) and it is hoped that further work may be possible in
1968 or 1969.

Waterden (TF 886362) The earthworks of this good quality site have
recently been found on both sides of the wvalley east of Waterden
House. The earthworks on the east side of the valley were planned
by Po Wade-Martins and K. Wade prior to the ploughing up of that side
of the valley. The site was photographed before and after ploughing
by Dr, St. Joseph.

JFaxton (SP 785752) Dr, L.A.S.Butler excavated for a second season on

NORTHUMB.

this site. (see ssction 5.

Knuston (SP 938661) A slice was cut off this site to straighten the
road through the village. This destroyed a larger area of
platforms than expected, but not very much was recorded when it was
watched by Mr. T. Brown.

Sulby (SP 653815) This impressive site was recommended for
preservation (DMVRG Memorandum No. 34). When the owner was asked
about scheduling, he objected. This was overruled by the AM. Board,
and as nothing more has been heard it is hoped that he will accept
the position, He was not intending to carry out any work in the
foreszeable future but did not want any perpetual restriction on the
land.

Barton (NU 080123) This site was recommended for preservation

(DMVRG Memorandum No. 16). The owner objected since a large area

was involved. This was because the site is situated in a large field
surrounded by ridge snd furrow. This had been included in the area
to make a unit. Following negotiations it was agreed that the area
should be reduced to include just the village site and a small area

of ridge and furrow.

West Whelpington (NY 975838) Dr. M. Jarrett continued his
excavations of this late medieval site which is gradually being
quarried away (see section 5).
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Wretchwick (SP 59721L4) An application was received for industrial

SALOP.

development near to this site. The actual site is not affected, so
nothing could be done to protect the amenity aspect of the village.

Abdon (SO 575866) Mr. R.T. Rowley reports that the farmer has

WILTS.

removed the house excavated in 1966, but that having seen how much
stone there is in the field he has been dissuaded from levelling
the site which will it is hoped be scheduled and preserved (14th
Annual Report 1966) p.16).

Sutton (SJ 503104) Excavations by Mr. W.E. Jenks on a prehistoric

“site brought to light extensive traces of the medieval village (see

section 5).

Shaw (SU 4135653) The RCHM report that the farmer wanted to plough

YORKS.

this site, the church of which was excavated in 1929. They have
managed to persuade him to leave the main part of the site intact
but the outer sections will have to go and the work will be watched.

Argan ( TA 112710) The farmer applied for permission to level this

5e
BUCKS.

very fine A% site. The M.P.B.W, mahgged to persuade the farmer to
leave the site intact in view of its fline quality.

Excavations of 1967

Caldecote, Aylesbury (SP 836126) C.N. Gowins, for Bucks. County

ESSEX.

Museum with M.P.B.W. grant. A platform has been examined in 1964-66,
with features of 12th-14th century date. The first period of
occupation of the platform consisted of a ditch, the purpose of which
is unknown. The second period was represented by entrances of
cobbling to the platform from the main street on the west side, from
the track to Weston Turville on. the south side; and from the division
between the two platforms on the north side, and three buildings with
a barn. The foundations were insufficient to show the internal
structure of the buildings, and the absence of any stratification
made it impossible to determine their relationship. After a period
of decay, in. the third period clay walls forming a cattle enclosure
were constructed. :

Bonhunt:Farm, Wicker Burhunt (TL 51 1533) B. Hooper. Ploughing near

GLOS:.

NORFOLK

modern farm and small chapel (RCHM Essex Vol. 1, 1916) should scatter
Tava quern fragments, bones,. daub and. sherds of Roma.n, pagan and late
Saxon, Saxo-Norman and. 13th century date, & small- exéavation produced
stratified St. Neots sherds. '

Upton (SP’ 152344) R.H. Hilton and PiA.- Rahtz, University of
Birmingham. The 13th certury longhouse excavation was completed;
the: lower end does not seem to have been & byre; the features
formerly interpreted as drains- are: now thought to be troughs for some
domestic industry. —Three ? cess pits outside the east door were

6 ft. deep. A 3-6 month old-baby's skeleton was buried in-the house
corner. Under’ the-long-houses are indications of two earlier periods
of’ timber buildings, one possibly pre=conquest. Further work on the’
west boundary showed that the 12th=13th century stone wall was
preceded by a: timber fence based on-pairs of” uprights 7 ft. apart.
The* survey of the field - systems of Blockley parish is now complete.

North Lynn (TF 613211)  E.J. Talbot; ngs Lyn.n Archaeologn.cal

Survey.. Bxcavations 1966=67 str:_pped 90 % 120 ft. and revealed the
plan of what appears to be a farm- mth as_soola‘bed industrial
structures, of 13th. = late 15th century date.-

NORTHANTS: Faxton' (SP 785752) Drs- L.A:S.- Butler: for University. of Leeds and

DMVRG.. The:second season heré-was’ concentrated on k- crofts at the
NIWi- edgésofithesvillages Apart from croft ditch sections, the four
house areas of 12th-14th century date showed this sequence: (a) a

GF
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building with post-holes for timber uprights sunk into.the natural
clay and walls presumably of mud; (b) a building with-a timber-
framework resting on a horizontal sill beam for which the sleeper
trench still remained; (c) a building either timber-framed or mud-
walled standing on a low foundation of boulders, pebbles and
ironstone; (4) a building. similar to (¢) but standing on a more'.
substantial foundation of Well-chosen 1ronstone and limestone slabs.
Although this qeq_uence cccurs in full or in part in all four houses
there is no certainty ‘that stage (e) in one house is contemporany
with stage (c¢) in others.

The overall impression is that this was an area of rather poorer
dwellings in contrast to Croft 29 and the adjacent bulldozed crofts
examined in 1966, Certainly its final desertion date was earlier
than the majority of houses in "East Street', but it was not a

- catastrophie desertion, rather a gradual ebb and flow of settlement
along the street durlng the 13th and 14thcenturies.

Lyveden (SP 984861) J. 1, Steane, Kettering Grammar School
Archaeological Society. Two crofts with limestone rubble footings
and clay floors were uncovered with associated industrial debris .
including floor and roof tiles and over 80 types of pottery. = The
kiln activity here extended from the late 13th to early 15th
centuries., For a complete report of excavations here, 1965-7 see
Journal 2 Northampton Museums and Art Gallery December 1967.

. NORTHUMB. Linbrig (NT 893069) Barbara Harbottle and J, Philipson. This is a
' hamlet in the upper Coquet valley. The excavation was of part.of a
house; over a cobbled surface was a long stone house, &bandoned in
the 16th century, and replaﬂed by a smaller bulldlng, whlch collapsed
before 1600.

‘West Whelpington (NY 975838) M. Jarrett for DMVRG on behalf of
M,P,B.W. - Further work om the documents concerned with this upland
village indic