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T  is the province of archaeology to extend and 
correct the knowledge of the history of man 
in past ages which is derived from written 

documents, printed books, and oral tradition, by a study 
of the structures, monuments, and other works of art he 
has left behind him. But archaeology cannot stand 
alone, since all investigations in which the question of 
time is involved must start from the present, and go 
backwards as far as history will carry us. It will be 
well, therefore, before turning our attention to the story 
which the Early Christian monuments of Cheshire and 
Lancashire have to tell, to take a glance at the con
dition of this particular area at the time when the 
monuments were erected, as revealed by history.

In the following paper the term “ Early Christian ” is 
used to denote the period between the introduction of 
Christianity into England at the beginning of the 7th 
century and the Norman Conquest in a .d . 1066.

In the late Professor E. A. Freeman’s Old English 
History three maps are given showing the different 
divisions of Britain (1) at the beginning of the 7th century; 
(2) in the 9th and 10th centuries; and (3) at the time of 
the death of Edward the Confessor in a .d . 1066. Looking 
at the first of these maps it will be seen that the portions 
of England and Scotland lying between latitude 52 deg. 
and 56 deg. were occupied on the west by the Celts of



Strathclyde, and on the east by the Angles of Bernicia, 
the Deira, the kingdom of the Middle Angles and East 
Anglia, the dividing line running approximately from 
Bedford to Stirling in a north-easterly direction. At the 
beginning of the 7th century, then, Cheshire and Lan
cashire formed part of the British kingdom of Strath
clyde, and any Christian monuments, if such existed at 
this period, would be similar to those of Wales. With 
the exception of the rude pillar stones at Whithorn and 
at Kirkmadrine in Wigtonshire, no Christian monu
ments of the very early Welsh type, with inscriptions in 
debased Latin capitals or in ogams, have been found 
within the area of Strathclyde, so that all those now 
remaining in Cheshire and Lancashire must belong to a 
later type.

Looking next at the map of Britain in the 9th and 
10th centuries, it will be noticed that the part of Strath
clyde south of Morecambe Bay has disappeared alto
gether, and in its place we have the Deira extending 
right across England from sea to sea and Mercia occu
pying the whole of central England. The whole of 
Cheshire and the district of Lancashire south of the 
river Ribble then belonged to Mercia, and the remainder 
of Lancashire north of the Ribble to the Deira (as the 
southern division of the great kingdom of Northumbria 
was called). We must expect, therefore, to find the 
Early Christian Monuments of North Lancashire of 
Northumbrian or purely Anglian type, whilst those of 
South Lancashire and Cheshire will have more affinity 
with the Mercian or Anglo-Saxon type.

Although Paulinus first introduced Christianity into 
Northumbria in a .d . 627 during the reign of King 
Edwin, and his successor Oswald was also a Christian, 
it was not until after the death of Penda in A .D . 655 that
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the new religion became firmly established in North
umbria and Mercia. The earliest date, therefore, that 
can possibly be assigned to any Christian monument in 
Cheshire and Lancashire is in the second half of the 
7th century, and in all probability most of them are 
much later. Cheshire and Lancashire are singularly 
devoid of great religious centres whence Christianity- 
spread in all directions, the nearest in the neighbouring 
counties being Lichfield, founded by St. Chad in 
a .d . 607, and York, founded by Paulinus in a .d . 627. 
Bangor Iscoed, the Welsh seat of learning, was destroyed 
by Ethelred, king of Northumbria, in a .d. 607, and, 
unlike the Scots, the Welsh Christians took no part in 
the conversion of the pagans around them. The earliest 
monastic foundations in Cheshire and Lancashire of 
which historical notices are preserved are as follows:—  
Chester a .d . 670; Chester, St. John’s, 906; Chester, 
St. Werbugli’s, 875; Runcorn, temp. Elfleda; Brimes- 
burgli, c. 912 ; Hilbre.
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Early Christian monuments, indicating the existence 
of a church in Saxon times, have been found at the 
following places:—

C  heshire. sSi™
B r o m b o r o u g h ................... 6
B ru era, n ear C h e s te r  . . .  
C lie a d le  .............................  1

Lancashire.
B o lto n .................................... 5
B u r n l e y ...............................  1
H a l ton . . .  ..............  15

C h ester, S t. J o h n ’s . . .  4 
„  G ro sve n o r M useum  1

C lu lo w  .............................
D is le y(n o w  at L ym e  H all) 2
H ilb re  Islan d  ................... 1
K ir k b y  (W e s t) ................... 5
L u d w o r t h ...........................  2

H e y sh a m  ...........................  2
L a n ca ste r  ...........................  5
M a n ch ester S h ip  C an al,

B arton  S ectio n  ..........  1
S tip erd en  C ro ss ............... 1
W li a l l e y ...............................  7

L y m e  P a rk  ....................... 2
M a c c le s f ie ld .......................  3
N esto n  ...............................  3
O v e rch u rch  ....................... 1
P r e s t b u r y ...........................  2
S a n d b a cli ...........................  3
U p to n  H a ll ....................... 1



The number of complete monuments and fragments 
at each place varies from 1 to 7, the largest groups being 
at Whalley, Bolton, and Haltou, in Lancashire; and at 
Bromborough, St. John’s Chester, West Kirkby, and 
Sandbach, in Cheshire. The total number of monu
ments in Lancashire is nearly 30, and the total number 
in Cheshire is nearly 40.

At Overchurch is another small and very much worn 
fragment of a Saxon cross. There is a tradition of a 
cross at Wallasey, 12ft. high, covered with curious 
cutting. This cross was lost about the beginning of this 
century. At Harkirk, near Crosby, there is the base of 
a cross with an oblong socket. The form of the cross 
and the socket resemble early work, but there is no early 
detail. Harkirk is a Saxon site.

These, then, are the materials with which we have to 
deal, and as it would be quite impossible within the 
limits of a short paper to describe so many stones in 
detail, I propose to confine myself to the consideration of 
the general results arrived at from a critical examination 
of the whole.

It would, however, be hardly fair to do so without 
first making a brief reference to the labours of other 
workers who have preceded me in this particular field of 
archaeological research. Up to the present time no book 
has been written exclusively upon the Early Christian 
monuments of England as a whole, or upon those of any 
county except Cornwall.1 Such knowledge as we possess 
is to be gathered from stray notices in works on local 
history and topography, and from papers published in 
the proceedings of archaeological societies.1 2

1 Blight’s Crosses o f Cornwall.
2 Since this paper was read, Mr. E. W . Cox has called my attention to 

several fragments of undescribed crosses at Neston and Bromborough, in 
Cheshire. The existence of a cross-shaft, found during the excavation of the
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Camden’s Britannia is naturally the first authority that 
we turn to for information on the subject, but neither in 
the original edition, nor in the subsequent ones of

Scale V12 natural size. Cross Shaft found during the excavation of the 
Barton Section of M anchester Ship Canal.

Gibson and of Gough do we find any mention of the 
early crosses of Cheshire or Lancashire. The principal 
works to which the student must be referred for accounts 
of these monuments are as follows :—

C h e s h i r e .

S. Lysons’ Magna Britannia, vol. ii., pt. 2 (Cheshire), 
p. 459, Saudbacli.

J. P. Earwaker’s East Cheshire, vol. i., p. 186, Cheadle; 
vol. ii., p. 101, Disley; p. 285, Lyme Park; p. 286, 
Macclesfield; p. 345, Upton; p. 435, Clulow.

J. P. Earwaker’s History of Sandbach.
H. Ecroyd Smith’s Reliques of the Anglo-Saxon Churches 

of St. Bridget's and St. Hildeburga, West Kirkby, 
Cheshire, West Kirkby.

Manchester Ship Canal, Barton section, only came to my knowledge quite 
recently. It is now in the Owen’s College Museum, Manchester, and has 
not, so far as I am aware, been described.
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The Reliquary, vol. xxv., p. i, Prestbury.
Proceedings o f the Cambridge Antiquarian Society 

vol. vii. (1891), p. 86, Upton.
Palatine Note Book, edited by the late J. E. Bailey, 

F.S.A., vol. iv., pp. 1, 181, Prestbury.

L a n c a s h i r e .

Whitaker’s History of Richmondshire, vol. ii., p. 229, 
Lancaster; p. 241, Halton; p. 318, Heysham. 

Whitaker’s History of the Parish of Whalley, vol. ii., 
p. 15, Whalley.

Archceologia, vol. xxix., p. 76, Lancaster.
Journal of the British Archaeological Association, 

vol. xxxvii., p. 92, W inw ick; vol. xlii., p. 334, Halton 
and Heysham.

Ilam Anastatic Drawing Society, annual volume for 1879, 
pi. 20, Bolton.

Ashby-de-la-Zouche Anastatic Drawing Society, annual 
volume for 1859, pi. 15, Heysham.

J. A. Waddington’s Crosses in and aro7tnd Burnley (a 
paper read before the Burnley Literary and Scientific 
Club, Oct. 25, 1881), p. 2, Burnley, Godly Lane; p. 14, 
Stiperden or Mount’s Cross, on the Long Causeway 
between Mereclough and Hebden Bridge.

Transactions of the Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian 
Society, vol. v., p. 1, “ The Pre-Norman Sculptured 
Stones of Lancashire,” by the Rev. G. F. Browne( 
B .D .; vol. ix., p. I, “ The Pagan-Christian Overlap in 
the North,” by H. Colley Marsh, M .D .; vol. ix., p. 31, 
“ The Sculptured Stones at Heysham,” by J. Holme 
Nicholson and the Rev. Thomas Lees, F.S.A.
The work of preparing a descriptive catalogue of the 

Early Christian monuments of Lancashire and Cheshire, 
with full illustrations, still remains to be done, and this 
is a favourable opportunity of impressing upon the 
members of the Chester and Liverpool and Manchester
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Societies the importance of such an undertaking for the 
districts under their control. At the same time photo
graphs of the whole series should be taken and casts of 
some of the best specimens procured for the museums at 
these places. The Sandbach crosses are specially 
deserving of attention.

CLA SSIF IC A T IO N  OF T H E  M ONUM ENTS ACCORDING TO 

T H E IR  PO SITIO N , SH A PE, AND USE.

A greater variety of form is to be found amongst the 
Early Christian monuments of Lancashire and Cheshire 
than amongst those of any other area in Great Britain, 
a fact probably to be accounted for by the peculiar 
geographical position of these counties, which would 
subject them to such different influences as those of the 
Norse population of the Isle of Man on the N.W., of the 
Anglians of Northumbria on the N.E., of the Anglo- 
Saxons of Mercia on the S.E., and the Celts of Wales on 
the S.W.

The monuments may, in the first instance, be classified 
according to the position in which they were intended to 
be placed, z.e., whether vertical or horizontal. In the 
former case they consist almost exclusively of erect 
crosses, and in the latter of recumbent body stones. In 
classifying the erect crosses according to their shapes 
two principal kinds will be distinguished, (1) those with 
rectangular shafts; and (2) those with shafts that are 
partly or wholly cylindrical. In classifying the monu
ments according to the purpose for which they were 
intended, there are (1) the sepulchral (i.c., marking a 
place of burial), and (2) the non-sepulchral.

The erect crosses of small dimensions (say under four 
feet in height) were probably used as liead-stoues to be 
placed over a grave. The broken rune-inscribed cross 
of Cynibaltl; Cuthbertson from Lancaster now in the



British Museum, and some of the crosses at St. John’s 
Chester, possibly belong to this class.

During the recent restoration of Peterborough 
Cathedral1 a Saxon grave was found in situ, showing
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Cross of Ggnibaltb Cutbbcrtson
Found a t Lancaster.

Scale Jth natural size. From a Drawing by S ir  H e n r y  D r y d e n , B a r t .

exactly how such crosses were used. The grave was 
covered by a horizontal cross slab, ornamented with

The Builder, August 25, 1888.



interlaced work, with a small erect cross at both the 
head and the foot. Several similar graves, but of 12th 
century date, were uncovered not long ago at Strata 
Florida Abbey.1 The tomb of Acca, fifth Bishop of 
Hexham (who died in a .d . 740) had crosses at both the 
head and foot, being described thus by Symeon of 
Durham in his Historia Regum? (written circa 
A .D . 1164):— “ D u s cruces lapideie mirabili celatura 
decoratae positse sunt, una ad caput, alia ad pedes ejus, 
in quarum uua, quae silicet ad caput est, literis 
iusculptum est, quod in eodem loco sepultus sit.”

The larger crosses of this period do not appear to have 
been sepulchral, but were either erected to encourage 
devotion in public places by the religious subjects 
sculptured upon them, as in the case of those in the 
street at Sandbach and in the churchyards at Halton, 
Heyshain, Whalley, and W inwick; or were way-side 
crosses, intended partly for purposes of prayer, and partly 
to act as guide posts over the moors, like those along the 
line of the Dong Causeway (as the Roman road between 
Mereclough and Hebden Bridge is called), and those at 
Clulow and the Bow Stones in Dyme Park.

The recumbent monuments, like those at Heyshain, 
West Kirkby, and Overchurch, were obviously sepulchral, 
and lay flat upon the grave of the deceased. The stone 
at Heysham is probably still in situ, and that at Over
church bears an inscription in Anglian runes, the 
purport of which shows that it was a gravestone.

In considering the forms of the monuments we will deal 
(1) with the crosses having rectangular shafts (2) with 
the cylindrical pillars, and (3) with the recumbent stones.

The cross at Winwick must, when perfect, have been, 
if not the tallest, at least the broadest in either Cheshire 
or Dancashire. It is quite different in shape from

1Archaologia Cambrensis, 5th series, vol. vi., p. 32. 2 Sec. 36.
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any other with which I am acquainted in England or 
Wales, being of distinctly Irish type, like those at 
Monasterboice and elsewhere. Only the centre of the 
head and the two side arms now remain, but this is

Side Back
Cross in JSoIton parish Church

Scale !/i6  natural size

sufficient to show that the diameter across the arms was 
five feet, and therefore that if the cross was properly 
proportioned its height must have been from 12 to 15
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feet. The arms are connected by four quadrants 
circular ring. The ends of the arms are square, 
there are round hollows in the angles where 
intersect.

Two of the crosses at 
Whalley and those at 
Bol ton and Cheadl e  
have their heads suffi
c i e n t l y  per fect  to 
enable them to be re
stored, and to show that 
they were of a type 
which is Anglo-Saxon, 
rather  than Cel t i c ,  
having the ends of the 
arms expanded and 
rounded, with round 
hollows in the angles, 
but without the cir
cular ring.

The small cross from 
Lancaster, now in the 
British Museum, differs 
from these in having 
the ends of the arms 
square.

The head-stones at
St. John’s, Chester, and
a fragment from Hilbre
Is l and,  now in the
Grosvenor Museum,
have  c i rcul ar  wheel
heads with three pro
. . IMlbre dross
jections, a type of cross Size, s-feet 6-inches x 2-feet

of a 
and 

they
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which is common to North Wales and Cornwall, but does 
not appear to be known elsewhere.

The majority of the crosses throughout Great Britain 
have shafts of rectangular cross-section, with one face 
much broader than the other, the reason for this being 
that the width of the shaft upon the face where the cross 
is carved has to bear a certain proportion to the diameter 
across the arms of the head, whereas the thickness of the 
slab of stone in the other direction need only be sufficient 
for constructional strength. There are, however, a 
certain number of crosses in different parts of England 
and Wales which are exceptions to the above rule, some 
having square shafts, others round shafts, and others 
shafts square at the top and round at the bottom. There 
are examples of crosses with square shafts at Clieckley 
and at Ilam in Staffordshire; and of crosses with round 
shafts at Wilue in Derbyshire (now used as a font), at 
Wolverhampton, at Masham in Yorkshire, and at 
Llantwit Major in Glamorganshire.

Several of the crosses in Cheshire belong to the third 
kind, with shafts square at the top and round at the 
bottom, there being nine altogether— three in the Public 
Park at Macclesfield, two at Eudworth, two in Lyme 
Park, one at Clulow, and one at Upton Hall. The 
geographical distribution of this type of monument will 
be seen from the following table, which gives the 
instances existing elsewhere :—

C u m berlan d Sta fford sh ire

B e ck e rm e t S t. B r id g e t ’s Chebse5'
G o sfo rth  Ilam
P e n rith  L e e k

D erbyshire D en big h sh ire

N o t  tin g ha m sh ire  
S ta p le fo rd

B a k e w e ll E lis e g ’s P illa r , V a lle  

C ru cis
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Judging from the relative number of monuments of 
this class in each county, it is difficult to avoid the con
clusion that the type had its origin in Cheshire or 
Staffordshire, and it is therefore Mercian rather than 
Northumbrian.

A curious peculiarity of these crosses, with partly 
round and partly square shafts, is that they so often

"Cbe 36ow Stones
By permission of M r . E a r w a k e r , from “ EastjC heshire”

occur in pairs, as at Beckermet St. Bridget’s, Gosfortli,1 
and Penrith, in Cumberland; and at Ludworth and 
Lyme Park, in Cheshire. The crosses at Penrith are 
15ft. apart, and have between them a long narrow rect
angular enclosure, like a giant’s grave, bounded 011 each 
side by two slabs of stone with hog-backed tops. Those 
at Beckermet St. Bridget’s are only 2ft. 5m. apart, and

1 The second cross at Gosfortli is no longer in existence, but a writer in 
the Gentleman''s Magazine (1799, pt. 2, p. 883) states that it stood at a dis
tance of 7ft. from the one now in the churchyard there, with a horizontal 
stone between the two, and that it was cut down to make the pedestal for a 
sundial.



have separate stone bases, but those at Ludworth and 
Lyme Park are still closer together and have a socket 
stone common to both.

The junction of the square shaft at the top with the 
round shaft at the bottom admits of certain variations as 
regards its architectural treatment. O11 the Gosfortli 
cross the four flat faces of the upper part of the shaft 
gradually die off into the round surface of the lower part 
of the shaft, giving a semi-circular line of intersection, 
which is emphasised by a roll moulding forming a con
tinuation of the mouldings on the four square angles. 
Most of the other crosses of this type are treated in a 
similar way, but have, in addition, one or more mould
ings below the point of junction of the square with the 
round, in the shape of a fillet or band. Another method 
of treatment is to be seen on the crosses at Ilam and 
Macclesfield, where the square part of the shaft ter
minates abruptly upon the fillet, instead of dying off 
gradually into the round. The round part of the shaft 
is generally devoid of ornament, although there are 
exceptions to this rule at Gosforth and Stapleford, and 
at Valle Crueis the inscription is on the round part.

Most of these monuments have lost their heads, but 
they were in all probability surmounted by crosses, as in 
the case of those at Gosforth, Penrith, Ilam, Leek, and 
Clulow.

We now come to the recumbent monuments, of 
which there is one example in Lancashire— at Heysham; 
and two in Cheshire— at West Kirkby and at Overchurch. 
The stone at Heysham is a very fine typical specimen of 
a kind of monument the shape of which seems to have 
been suggested by that of a small church, or perhaps a 
dwelling-house, in the same way that the early Irish 
metal relic-shrines were evidently made to imitate the

1 4 6  T H E  E A R L Y  C H R IS T IA N  M O N U M E N T S



form of a building of some kind. Bede,1 in describing 
the tomb of St. Chad (who died a .d . 672), at Lichfield, 
states that it was “ a wooden monument made like a 
small dwelling-house.” The idea thus symbolised may 
have been that the grave was the home of the dead, or 
more probably that it was a holy place or shrine, and 
was, therefore, made a model of an ecclesiastical 
building.1 2

Monuments of the kind referred to are sometimes 
called coped stones, because the roof-like top forms a 
coping, and sometimes hog-backed stones, because the 
ridge of the roof is generally higher in the middle than 
at the two ends and has a curved outline like a hog’s 
back. The architectural origin of the coped stones is 
clearly shown by the frequency with which the sloping 
sides of the top are ornamented with conventionalised 
roofing tiles, and the vertical faces with arcading. On a 
coped stone from Botkyrka, Sodermandland, now in the 
Stockholm Museum, and of which a cast is to be seen in 
the South Kensington Museum, the imitation of a church 
is carried so far as to add an apse at one end. The 
resemblance to a building is, however, very much dis
guised in many of the English and Scotch examples by 
the excess to which the hog-backing of the ridge of the 
roof is carried, and by the introduction of a beast 
(generally a muzzled bear) at each end, grasping the 
stone between its paws. In a few cases, as at Durham 
Cathedral and Ramsbury in Wiltshire, and Meigle in 
Perthshire, the ridge of the roof has zobmorphic termina
tions. On some of the stones the beasts at each end are

1 Ecclesiastical History, Bk. 4, ch. 3.
2 Roman tombs were sometimes roofed with tiles, and the idea of the 

tomb being the dwelling place of the dead is carried out in the hut-urns found 
in Italy. (See Rev. W . S. Calverley's paper on “ Coped Pre-Norman Tomb
stones at Aspatria, &c.”  in Trans. Cumberland and Westmoreland Ant. 
Soc.y vol. ix., p. 46).
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made very large in proportion to the rest of the monu
ment, as at Brompton and ArnelifTe Hall in Yorkshire; 
whilst on others the zoomorphic idea becomes hardly 
more than a survival, as at Hickling in Nottingham
shire, and Banivet in Cornwall.

The hog-backed monuments show a great amount of 
variety both in their form and in the details of their 
ornamentation, so much so that it would be quite out of 
the question to go into the whole matter exhaustively 
here. Their geographical range is shown in the follow
ing table:—

E n g la n d

Cheshire  
W e st K ir k b y

L a n ca sh ire
H e y sh a m

C orn w all 
L a n iv e t 
S t. B u ry a n  
S t. T u d y  
P h illa ck

N o rth a m p ton sh ire
P e terb o ro u g h

N o ttin g h a m sh  ire  
H ic k lin g  
S h elto n  (2)

C um berlan d  

A sp a tria  
B r id e k irk  
C ro ss C a n o n b y  
L o w th e r  C a s tle  (3) 
P lu m b lan d  (2)

N o rth u m b er la n d
F alsto n e
H e xh am
Sim o n b u rn
W ard en

Sussex
B e x h ill

D erbyshire  
B a k e w e ll 
D a rle y  D ale  
R epton  
S h effie ld

Y o rkshire
A rn cliffe  H a ll 
B edale  
B rom pton  (5) 
B urn  sail 
C ra th o rn e  (3) 
C ro ft

D u rh a m  
D in sd ale , L o w e r 
D u rh am  
S o ck b u rn  (5) 
S ta in to n -le -S tre et

D e w sb u ry  
E a sin g to n  
H e lm s le y  
In g le b y  A rn c liffe  
K ir k b j ’ M oorside 
S o ck b u rn  (5) 
Y o r k

K e n t
C a n te rb u ry
F o rd w ich
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ENGLAND— Continued  

W estm oreland L a n a r k

G o van

S c o t l a n d — Continued

A p p le b y  
K ir k b y  S tep h en

W ilts
C ric k la d e
R a m sb u ry P e r th

M eigle

L in lith g o w

A b erco rn

S c o t l a n d

D um barton
L u ss

F if e
In ch co lm

W a l e s  

G lam o rg a n shire  
N e w ca stle , B rid g e n d

The deduction to be drawn from this table is, that the 
type originated in Northumbria (i.e., Yorkshire and 
Durham), and spread thence to other parts of England, 
Scotland, and Wales. In Ireland hog-backed monu
ments are unknown.

It is difficult to date any individual monument of this 
class, but the earlier ones have characteristics in common 
with the pre-Norman crosses, such as the interlaced 
work, key-patterns, and scroll-foliage used in their 
decoration, whilst the later ones have details which link 
them with the work of the 12th century, such as the 
arcading on the sides.

The recumbent monument at Overchurch in Cheshire 
is not coped but has a flat upper surface, on which are 
two interlaced dragons. (Sec page 168.)

Early cross-slabs do not seem to be common in 
Cheshire or Lancashire, the only one I have come 
across being at West Kirkby.

T H E  O R N A M EN T, FIG U R E SUBJECTS, AND IN SCR IPTIO N S

We now pass on to consider the decorative features on 
the monuments. Instances are to be found upon the

ON T H E  M ONUMENTS.
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stones of Cheshire and Lancashire of all the different 
varieties of ornament that characterise the Hiberno- 
Saxon works of art of the pre-Norman period, namely, 
interlaced work, key patterns, spirals, zoomorphic designs, 
and foliageons scroll work. The best specimens of inter
laced work are to be seen on the crosses at Winwick,

■Dislcvj Cross
jBy perm ission ot M r . E a r w a k e r , from  “ E a s t C h e s h ir e ”

West Kirkby, Neston, and Disley (now at Lyme H all); 
of key patterns at Winwick, St. John’s Chester, and 
Disley; of spirals at Winwick ; of zoomorphic designs at 
Lancaster (now in the British Museum) and Sandbach ; 
and of foliageous scrollwork at Heysham, Halton, and 
Sandbach.

The following is an analysis of the various patterns, 
with the localities where they occur :—

Interlaced, Work
PATTERN

N o . i .  L oo p ed  b a n d — C h ester, G ro sve n o r M useum  
,, 2. T w iste d  b a n d s— B olton
,, 3. D itto , w ith  a n g u la r  b en d s— B olton , W h a lle y
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PATTERN
No. 4. P la it o f  th ree  co rd s— W e st K ir k b y , D is le y , Brom - 

b o ro u gh
,, 5. P la it o f  fo u r co rd s— W h a lle y , D is le y
,, 6. P la it  o f  e ig h t  co rd s— C h e ste r  (St. J o h n ’s), W h a lle y
,, 7. P la it  o f  n in e co rd s— C h ester, G ro sv e n o r M useum

N o. 1. N o. 8. N o. 9
PATTERN
N o. 8. B rok en  p la it  o f  s ix  co rd s— H ey sh am  

,, 9. B ro k en  p la it  o f  s ix  co rd s— D is le y
,, 10. B ro k en  p la it  o f  four cords, te rm in a tin g  in a Stafford

k n o t— B olton
11. K n o ts  d eriv ed  from  a th ree-co rd  p la it— San d b ach
12. F ig u r e  o f  e ig h t  k n o ts — S a n d b ach , B olton
13. D itto , p laced  s id e w a y s — L a n ca ste r
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N o. 14. N o. 16. N o . 17.

PATTERN
N o . 14. T w is t  and  r in g — W h a lle y , M a cclesfield , M an ch ester 

S h ip  C a n a l (B arton  S e ctio n ), N eston
,, 15. R in g s  and  cro ss-b a rs— W h a lle y , P re stb u ry
,, 16. T w is t  and d o u ble  r in g — C h ester, S t. J o h n ’s
,, 17. P a ttern  d e riv ed  from  a four-cord

P la it 1— San d b ach
,, 18. S tafford  k n o t, used as the term in atio n  o f

a p attern  com p osed  o f  o th er k n o ts —
B olton , W h a lle y

,, 19. S tafford  k n o t, used  in th e  co n vo lu tio n s
o f  th e  b o d y  o f  a serp en tin e  c re a tu re —
L a n ca ste r

,, 20. P a ir o f  S ta ffo rd  kn o ts  te rm in a tin g
p attern  at b o th  e n d s— B o lto n , L a n 
ca ste r

,, 21. D o u b le  row  o f  S taffo rd  k n o ts — W in w ic k , D is le y .
,, 22. D eriv ed  from  a four-cord  p lait, th e  k n o ts  fa c in g  op p o site

w a y s — S a n d b ach
,, 23. D e riv ed  from  an e ig h t-co rd  p la it, th e  k n o ts  b e in g  th e

sam e as in p re ced in g , b u t in  a  d o u b le  ro w  fa c in g  
to w ard s each  o th er— S an d b ach

,, 24. D e riv ed  from  a four-cord  p la it— H alton
,, 25. S p ira l k n o ts — H alton
,, 26. D itto , w ith  e x tra  c o n v o lu tio n s— W e st K ir k b y

1 This pattern is one of extreme rarity in this country, there being no 
other instance of its occurrence elsewhere, as far as I know. It is, however, to 
be seen on a splendid sword of the Viking period, found at Ultuna, in 
Sweden. (See Dr. J. Anderson’s Scotland in Pagan Times.— The Iron Age, 
P- 52')
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N o . 24. N o. 25. N o. 26.

PATTERN

N o . 27. S p ira l kn o ts  in  p airs, or k n o t, co m 
p o sin g  p a tte rn s  N os. 22 an d  23 w ith  
e x tra  c o n v o lu tio n s 1— W e st K ir k b y  

,, 28. P a ir o f  o va l r in g s , crossed  and in te r
la ce d — W e st K ir k b y

,, 29. C irc u la r  r in g  and fig u re-o f-e ig lit  r in g
in te rla ced — H alton N o. 30.

1 A  very fine example of this pattern occurs on the erect cross-slab at 
Dunfallandy, in Perthshire.



PATTERN
N o. 30. “ T r iq u e tr a ”  or tliree-co rn ered  kn o t- B olton , W in w ic k , 

C h e s te r  (St. J o h n ’s), N eston , W e st K ir k b y  
,, 31. D erived  from  a s ix-co rd  p la it1— H e y sh a m
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PATTERN
N o. 32. S tafford  k n o t and p o in ted  loops in te rla ce d — N eston  

,, 33. S ta ffo rd  kn o ts  ad ap ted  to  fill in fo u r tr ia n g u la r  sp aces—
W in w ic k

Key Patterns
N o . 34. C om posed o f  I-stro k es  opposite  each  o th e r— B olton  

,, 35. D itto , w ith  a z ig z a g  lin e  a lo n g  th e  ce n tre — B olton
,, 36. C o m p osed  o f  Z -sh a p ed  s tro k e s— B ro m b o ro u gh

1 This occurs on some of the stones in Co. Durham and Northumberland.



PATTERN

N o. 37. C o m p o sed  o f  T -sh ap ed  s tro k e s — N eston , C h e ste r  (St.
J o h n ’s), H ilb re  Island , M a n ch ester S h ip  C a n a l (Barton 
Section )

,, 38. T h e  p re ced in g  p attern  d o u b le d — C h ester, G ro sven o r
M useum .
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PATTERN

N o. 39. T h e  sam e as N o. 37, b u t w ith  a z ig z a g  lin e  a lo n g  th e  
ce n tre — D is le y

,, 40. T h e  sam e as th e  p reced in g, b u t w ith  th e  en ds o f  th e
z ig z a g  lin e  e x te n d e d — C h ester, S t. J o h n ’s

,, 41. F o u n d ed  on a  sq u are  d iv id ed  in to  fo u r tr ia n g le s  b y  tw o
d ia g o n a ls  -W in w ic k

,, 42. F o u r sq u ares d iv id ed  d ia p er fash io n — W in w ic k



S p ir a ls .— W in  w ick

S c r o ll F olia g e.— H e y sh am , H alton , L a n ca ste r, W h a lle y , Sand- 
bach

Zoom orphic D esig n s.— H e y sh am , L an caste r, W in w ic k , O v e r
ch u rch , P restb u ry .

The most interesting figure-subjects are to be found 
upon the monuments at Heysham, Halton, Whalley, 
Winwick, Prestbury, and Nestou. The meaning of the 
subjects represented upon the two sides of the recumbent 
liog-backed stone at Heysham has been interpreted in 
various ways by the different authorities who have 
written about i t ; and when doctors fall out who shall 
decide? The Rev. Canon Browne, F.S.A., in an address 
to the Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian Society on 
the Pre-Norman Sculptured Stones in Lancashire, said :—  
“ The scene on this side of the stone can scarcely be any
thing but an animal hunt; it is not like the hunts which 
have reference to the Christian soul on its passage 
through the world.” Dr. H. Colley March, f'.S.A ., in a 
very valuable paper upon the Faga?i-Christian Overlap in 
the North, read before the same society,1 contends that 
the sculptor of the Heysham hog-backed stone intended 
to portray the Scandinavian Raganrok, or Twilight of 
the Gods, which corresponds to the Christian Day of 
Doom. The Rev. Thomas Lees, F .S.A.,2 on the other 
hand, believes that the subjects are taken from the 
Apocryphal Gospel of Nicodemus. For my own part, I 
am inclined to take the simplest and most obvious 
explanation, that the scene is a stag hunt, and that the 
sculptor placed it on this sepulchral monument because 
hunting was one of the chief occupations of the deceased, 
or more probably in order to symbolise certain Christian 
doctrines by the well-understood emblem of the chase.

1 Trans. Lancashire and Cheshire Ant. Sac. vol. ix. 2 Ibid.
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Cross found at CbcaMe in 1875
By Mr. Earw aker’s kind permission from “  East Cheshire'"
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Preserved in the Chapter House



Top of Arm Top of Arm
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On tlie stump of a small cross-shaft in Heysham 
churchyard, not far from the hog-backed stone, is the 
representation (which has also sadly puzzled antiquaries) 
of the gable-end of a church surmounted by crosses. In 
the upper storey are three small round-headed windows 
with splayed jambs, like those in some Saxon and Irish 
ecclesiastical buildings, and below is a large round-headed 
archway with two arcades on each side. Peeping out of 
the three windows are human heads, and in the archway 
below is what looks like a corpse swathed round with 
grave clothes. I am inclined to agree with Canon 
Browne that this subject is the “ Raising of Lazarus,” 
and not one taken from the “ Acts of Philip,” as sug
gested by the Rev. T . Lees.

Upon the much-weathered cross-shaft at Haltou, Dr. 
H. Colley March1 has been able to make out a series of 
scenes from the Scandinavian Edda, side by side with 
what are evidently Christian subjects. The scenes from 
the Edda are Sigurd roasting the heart of the Dragon 
Fafni on a spit (011 the middle panel of the E. face); 
Regin, the Dwarf-smitli, working at his forge (on the 
bottom panel of the same face); and Sigurd’s horse Graui 
returning home riderless after his master’s death (on the 
third panel from the top of the N. face). The two 
Christian subjects are on the W. face, that on the upper 
panel being an enthroned figure, with two smaller 
figures seated, and grasping the feet of the larger figure; 
and that on the lower panel two figures standing on 
pedestals, and placed one on each side of a tall cross.

There are some very remarkable sculptures on the 
ends of the arms of the Winwick cross, one representing

1 “ The Pagan-Christian Overlap in the North,”  in Trans. Lane, and 
Chesh. Ant. Soc., vol. ix .; see also my paper on the “ Pre-Norman Crosses 
at Halton and Heyshain,”  in the Journ. lirit. Archceol. Assoc., vol. 42, p. 328.
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Sculptures panel on tbe Cross at Dalton, L̂ancashire,
Showing cither W ayland Smith or Regin the Dwarf working a t his forge. 

Scale  ̂ natural size.



a man carrying two objects shaped like buckets, or, 
as some think, like quadrangular Celtic ecclesiastical 
bells; and the other a man being held in an inverted 
position by two others, who are sawing him in half. 
Canon Browne considers that both these subjects refer 
to St. Oswald, to whom the church at Winwick is 
dedicated, and that one represents the Saint’s dismem
berment after his defeat by Penda, King of Mercia, 
whilst the other shows water being carried from his well, 
which is situated about three-quarters of a mile from the 
church. The Rev. J. Ellacombe, in his Bells o f the 
Church, considers the objects carried by the man to be 
bells and not buckets.

The sculptures on the cross-shaft at Whalley are much 
defaced, but on one of the faces a panel contains a 
liimbed saint with his hands upraised in the ancient 
attitude of prayer, and having a serpent on each side of 
him. In the panel immediately above is a bird, and in 
the panel below a beast.

O11 one side of one of the cross-shafts at Neston are 
represented two men fighting (intended, perhaps, as Mr. 
E. W. Cox suggests, for Cain and Abel), and on the 
other an angel and an ecclesiastic (see page i 6 g).

Much the finest series of figure subjects, not only in 
Lancashire and Cheshire, but probably in all England, 
is to be seen on the mutilated crosses at Sandbacli. In 
fact, a monograph might be written on these monuments 
alone, and it is a matter of surprise to me that no com
petent person has undertaken the task already. In the 
present paper it will only7 be possible to point out that 
the symbolism of the whole is clearly scriptural, and 
includes the following scenes:— The Crucifixion, with 
Sol and Luna above and St Mary and St. John below, 
surrounded by the symbols of the four Evangelists; the
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Nativity; the Virgin enthroned, holding the Holy Infant, 
with a Saint on each side and the Holy Dove above; 
Christ in Glory, with
an angel on the left 
side and St. Peter 
holding his key on 
the right side; Christ 
led  bound before 
Pilate; Christ carry
ing the cross.

M ost p ro b ab ly  a 
good deal more of the 
sym b o lism  o f  the 
S a u d b a ch  crosses 
might be made out if 
good casts or large 
p h o to g ra p h s were 
available for purposes 
o f stu d y . I com 
mend this work to 
the a tte n tio n  of 
the Chester Arcliaio- 
logical Society, and 
suggest that a fund 
should be raised for 
carrying it out.

The way in which 
the designs on the 
Sandbacli crosses are 
arranged in several 
d ifferen t k in d s of 
panels is worthy of 
notice. Some of the 
panels have square 
tops, others round

Panel of San&bach Cros»
(Enlarged)



O F  C H E S H I R E  A N D  L A N C A S H I R E 161

tops, others are diamond-shaped, and others triangular. 
They are also, in some cases, placed in double rows, and 
are not always opposite each other. On one of the shafts 
the panels are shaped like a thimble, and aggregated in 
twos and threes in an extraordinary way. The associating 
the symbols of the four Evangelists with the Crucifixion 
is somewhat unusual, as well as the form of the symbols, 
which resembles those on one of the crosses at Ilkley in 
Yorkshire, and on a small fragment of a cross-shaft at 
Halton in Lancashire.

The following is an analysis of the figure-subjects 
occurring on the monuments of Lancashire and 
Cheshire :—

S c r ip tu r a l S u b jects—

N a t i v i t y ................................................
V ir g in  and C h ild  ...........................
C h r is t  led  boun d b e fo re  P ila te  .
C ru c ifix io n  ......................................
C h r is t  in  G lo r y  .............................
S t  P e ter .................

A n g e l ...................................................

S y m b o ls  o f  th e  four E v a n g e lis ts

S an d b acli

N esto n
S an d b acli
H alton

E ccle sia stica l Su b jects—
N im b ed  S a in t h o ld in g  bo o k  ...............................  H e y sh a m

„  „  ,, ,,   H a lto n
,, „  ,, cross and b o o k  ................  ,,
,, „  ,, b o o k  w ith  tw o  han ds,

and k n e e lin g  fig u re  at h is  f e e t .......................  ,,
N im b ed  S a in t  in th e  a n cie n t a ttitu d e  o f

p ra y e r  b e tw ee n  tw o  s e r p e n ts ...........................  W h a lle y
E n th ro n ed  figu re, w ith  tw o  seated  figu res

g r a s p in g  h is  f e e t ..................................................... H alton
C ross, w ith  a figu re  on a p ed esta l at each  sid e  ,, 
C h u rch , w ith  sw a th e d  co rp se  u n d er a rch w a y , 

and th ree  h ead s lo o k in g  out o f  w in d o w s .. I le y s lia m
P r ie s t  ..............................................................................  N eston

S ecu la r S u b ject—•

S ta g  h u n t ...................................................................  P leysh am
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Su bjects take?i fr o m  N o rth ern  A lythology—

S ig u rd  ro a stin g  F a fn i ’ s h e a rt ...........................  H alton
S ig u r d ’s ho rse , G ra n i, rid erle ss  .......................  ,,
T h e  D w a rf-sm ith  R e g in  at w o rk  at h is  fo rg e  „

Su bjects o f  d o u b tfu l m ean in g—
M an c a rr y in g  tw o  b u c k e ts  or h a n d -b ells  . . . .  W in w ic k  
T w o  m en s a w in g  a th ird  m an in h a l f ; p ro 

b a b ly  a m a rty rd o m ................................................  ,,
M en ........................................ W lia lle y , S a n d b ach , P restb u ry
T w o  m en f ig h tin g  ..................................................... N eston

T H E  IN SCR IPT IO N S ON T H E  M ONUM ENTS.

Only two inscribed monuments from Lancashire and 
Cheshire are at present known to exist. One was found 
at Lancaster and is now in the British Museum. It is 
a cross-head, inscribed with three lines of Anglian runes.

v m m

Rf h f i i w r

MiWfinni
G  I B I D  JE T H  F  O

R A J C U N I B A L

T H  C  U  T H  B ( E R  E  [ H T  I N  G]

Pray for Cynibalth Cuthbert’s son.

The other was found at Overchurch, near Upton, and 
is now in the possession of Mr. Webster of Leasowe. It



is a fragment of a recumbent body-stone, inscribed with 
two lines of Anglian runes.
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V I 5!i f
> X N '> /

* 1
I F O L K ^ R ^ R D O N B E K

B I D D A T H F O T i E T H E L M U

. . . People reared this monument.

. . . . Pray for Ethelmund.

I have now placed before you, to the best of my ability, 
the main facts connected with the Early Christian Monu
ments of Cheshire and Lancashire, and I shall be more 
than satisfied if this paper succeeds in arousing sufficient 
interest in the subject to induce the Chester Archaeological 
Society and the Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire to form a collection of photographs and casts of 
the more important examples, and to publish a descriptive 
catalogue of the whole of those in Cheshire.

The following additional notes on this subject have been 
supplied by Mr. E . W. Cox.

BROMBOROUGH.

Among the many fragments of Pre-Norman crosses 
at Bromborough, three fragments of a recumbent 
stone, the largest about 20 inches long, may have formed 
one slab, which has been all much and evenly worn by 
footsteps, and may have been on the floor of the earliest 
church. All these are covered with interlaced knot- 
work, of rude and uneven design ; although the relieved 
portion of the pattern is worn down, the incised lines 
still show the characteristic Saxon method of working.
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'im
3Bromborougb Cross anb f̂ragments.

Height of Cross Shaft from top of pedestal to remaining portion, two joints, 4ft. 7m.
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A second slab, of small size, 22 inches by 11 inches, is 
almost entire, though broken in half. It is surrounded 
by a border of four unevenly-wrought lines, and the 
centre bears a cross, the longer limb of which is horned 
or crescent-shaped, and on each side of the upright limb 
is placed an ornament, resembling the Greek scroll or 
wave moulding, which on one side curves downwards, 
and on the right upwards, four waves below and three 
above the cross (if the crescent forms, as possibly it does, 
tbe base). Five fragments possibly constitute portions 
of one large erect churchyard-cross. They consist of the 
upper half of a circular head, encircled with a bead 
moulding, on which is placed a Maltese cross, with sunk 
spandrels, the cross ornamented with foliated knotwork, 
and the sides formed by a succession of cable-mouldings; 
the width is 21 inches. A portion of a shaft of oblong 
section, 27 inches long and 9 inches thick, is covered on 
the edge with a double undulating plaiting; two other 
fragments, about the same size, together form a further 
portion of the shaft, with the same ornaments on the 
edge and duplicated vertically on the front. The back 
of these fragments is defaced. Three pieces of the base, 
two of which show the socket for the cross, 9 inches by 
16 inches, which was set on a raised platform about an 
inch and a half deep cut on the stone, and the rest of 
the upper side of the base is worked into a rude key or 
fret pattern ; the stone is about 5J inches thick, and 
must have stood on a base or on steps. The remains of 
the shaft seem to show by their measurement that they 
belong to the base and socket, of which we have remains. 
There are the heads, or portions of heads, of several 
other early crosses preserved, which do not show inter
laced or figure ornament, although, from their character, 
it is cpiite possible that such was once to be found on
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their shafts. There are, in all, 14 fragments that show 
such traces.

Several additional P re-Norman crosses are to be found 
in Wirral, which are more or less ornamented, although 
they do not show interlaced work. At Bromborough 
there are, in addition to two mediaeval crosses of later 
date, the heads of four early ones in a 
more or less injured condition. One of 
these is formed of relieved bands, in 
which a pattern formed of segments of 
circles, probably once a trefoil, is inter
twined. The form of the cross seems 
to have been an irregular Maltese
shape, one arm and the fragment of 
, . . r , ,  . . Kromborougb fragment,

the springing of another only remain : l6j x 18 inches.
this is cut on a round-headed ledger stone. The second 
has been cut in relief on the circular head of a stone, 13 
inches by 8, that appears to have formed an upright 
cross: the cross is plain, and the cross arms are rec
tangular in form, but the lower and upper limbs expand 
slightly from the centre to the extremities. The third is 
one arm of a cross, 9 inches by 6, which expands both in 
breadth and thickness from the centre to the extremity; 
the end is slightly rounded. On each side of the limb 
are attached the broken segments of two circles, which 
show that the cross was one of those pierced with four 
round holes in the spandrels, in the fashion of some 
early crosses in the Isle of Man and Ireland. A fourth 
cross is the round head of an upright grave cross, broken 
off, so as to just indicate that it had a shaft with inclined 
sides. The cross is formed by four pear-shaped ovate-sunk 
panels, pointed at the lower end, round at the other. 
Although the carving is not distinctive, the form is that 
of the Saxon crosses. One of similar character is built



into one of the tower turrets of St. Helen’s, Sefton, too 
far out of reach to be carefully examined, and probably 
of later date.

W E ST  K IR K B Y .

The piece of a shaft, found in a grave in the summer 
of 1893 in the added portion of the churchyard, has 
apparently been wrought in panels. On one face a

square or quatre- 
fo il i n terlaced  
knot stands above 
what appears to 
have been a key 
pattern. The other 
face seems to have 
been carved with 
close k n o tw o rk , 
but it is now too 
m uch weathered 
for the pattern to 
be made out. The 
side of the cross is 
ornamented with 
incised lines, form
ing lattice work 
set diagonally. A 
d ra w in g  of this 
appears in the last 
issue of the Chester 
A r c  haeological 
Society’s Journal.

The hog-backed stone at West Kirkby resembles a 
shrine or building, having a tegulated pattern on the top, 
imitated from Roman work. It has most likely stood 
between a head and a foot cross, the ends being plain 
and flat, and the rest of the stone sculptured.

O F  C H E S H I R E  A N D  L A N C A S H I R E  1 6 7
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H ILBR E.

On Hilbre Island is a large slab built upright in the 
wall of a shed. Although late in style, it has on it a 
cross that probably is Pre-Norman; the head is encircled 
by a double nimbus, and roughly-worked chevrons are 
just distinguishable on each side of the shaft. A very 
similar slab is in the West Kirkby7 Museum.

UPTON.

A fragment of the head of a cross, apparently Saxon, 
was found among the stones of Upton Church, built 
partly from the ruins of that of Overchurch in 1813. It 
has been preserved by Mr. Webster, but it is so much 
defaced as to be nearly indistinguishable.

O VERCH U RCH .

The upper side of the inscribed Saxon 
stone from Overchurch has been orna
mented with two dragons, with their tails 
interlaced with a circle. This part of 
the stone is greatly worn and weathered, 
while the inscription is clear, showing 
that the carving was on the face of the 
stone and the inscription on the bed when 
used as a building stone in the Norman
Church. At the end of the same stone

. . , . f̂ragment fount' at
is a rudely-cut incised semi-circular arch. oercburcb.

NESTO N .

About the third of a circular head of a cross is found 
here. It has been encircled by a large cable-moulding, 
and the cross, of Maltese form, is defined upon it in 
relieved lines of cable-moulding, the arms of the cross 
and the spandrels are both filled with triangular knots. 
The next fragment is part of a shaft, the lower portion
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of which is rough as if intended to be set in the ground, 
the upper, which diminishes rapidly in breadth towards 

the upper part, has at the angles a 
large cable moulding, and the face 
is filled with interlaced bands. The 
workmanship of both these pieces 

is rough and coarse, and the stone 
an inferior red sandstone. From 
the workmanship I think both 
these formed part of the same 
cross. Two other fragments have 
formed portions of the shaft of 
another cross of superior work
manship, and of good white sand
stone. One face shows the top 
panel, from which the cross was 
broken off, a portion of the outer 

"Weston. circular rim remaining, which has
been ornamented with a key pattern. This panel re
presents two nearly nude figures in violent conflict, but 
unarmed, and possibly is meant for 
the death of Abel. Below this the 
shaft is filled with a finely-wrought 
double band of interlaced work, 
formed of semi-circles in a slightly 
irregular quatrefoiled interlacing.
The other face has on the top panel 
a curious winged figure with a 
large round face, large wings, legs, 
and feet, but no body. It is set 
sideways, as if falling, and may 
represent the fall of Lucifer. Below Weston, (Back), 
this a second panel shows the figure of an ecclesiastic 
in his vestments. The cope is triangular, and lias a



large wide border and a central vertical band. Both 
hands are raised in the attitude of prayer used in the 
early ages of Christianity, and from the left hand 
depends a double cord, from which is suspended an 
object, now damaged, which may be a bell, or perhaps a 
censer, or, as in other similar figures, a bucket. This 
latter vessel is a probable one to be represented on 
crosses, inasmuch 
as in many cases 
crosses were set up 
b y  w e l l s  and 
springs used for 
baptism, and they 
often preceded 
the erect i on of  
c h u r c h e s ;  the 
wells preceded al
so the use of fonts 
in the S a x o n  
period. It appears 
to have been nearly 
globular. The re
mai nder  of  the 
shaft is filled with 
knot-work. The 
angles have bold 
cable-m ouldings 
and the edge a kind of guilloche pattern, with a ring 
interlaced every third fold. These crosses were dug up 
at the “ restoration ” of the church, near the west end of 
the north aisle inside. The original church, then de
stroyed, was late Norman in date. A much-weathered 
fragment of the shaft of a third cross has been used as a 
building stone in the belfry. It shows traces of interlaced 
work on the face that is visible.

O F  C H E S H I R E  A N D  L A N C A S H I R E  1 7 1
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......&HC
'Gdoofccburcb

(In Chancel, 15 inches across.)

Of these crosses, and those of Bromborough and the 
last find at West Kirkby, I have very carefully made 
drawings. The Bromborough remains were taken from

the foundation of the church 
rebuilt about 80 years ago, 
and since rebuilt.

In the MS. history of 
Wallasey, by Robi nson,  
written early in the seven
teenth century, he describes 
the churchyard cross, which 
was twelve feet high and 
covered with curious cut
ting. This, probably, was 
a fine Saxon cross. It was 

broken in three pieces by the soldiers of William III. 
and afterwards used for steps to the churchyard stile.

Since writing the above description of Neston crosses, 
that built up in the belfry, which is in a dark room, has 
been more carefully examined, and proves to be sculp
tured with two mounted warriors fighting with spears. 
The horses are small and short in the legs, with arched 
necks and flowing 
tails. None of their 
caparison is i nd i 
cated. The men are 
clothed alike in long 
hauberks reaching to 
the ankle, presum
ably repres ent i ng

. , _ Part of Oravc Slab, JBromborougb
chain or ring mail \ (enlarged).

but this is only indicated by the form of the folds, shown
by coarse lines. The upper parts of the heads are built
into the wall, so that it cannot be ascertained whether
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they are helmed. The carving has a rather full relief, 
the ground being deeply cut, but the figures are flat and 
little rounded, and the few details are shown by strongly 
incised lines. The form of the stone has been the usual 
pyramidal shaft of a grave cross, and one side retains its 
cable-moulding. This representation of armour and 
costume is considered by Mr. Romilly Allen to be very rare 
and curious. This stone measures two feet wide at foot by 
1 foot 7m. at upper part; 14 inches of its height is visible, 
of which 5-i- inches is the plain band below the figures.

A closer examination recently made of the figure 
of the priest, shows that the right hand carries a 
chalice— the bowl and foot are hemispheres, with a knop 
between, but no stem, and the hand of the figure seems 
to be placed within the hollow foot. The object 
suspended from the left hand may be a book— it is 
divided down the centre by a rudely-cut vertical groove. 
The orphreys of the vestment are cut into a kind of 
undulated circlets, evidently intended to represent em
broidery.

It will be noticed that the arms of the cross remaining 
on Hilbre Island differ; that to the left of the spectator 
being forked, and that to his right terminating in a kind
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of trefoil. These forms, I think, are meant to represent 
the head and tail of a fish. The fish was an early 
Christian symbol.

The following are the measurements of—
(i) The N eston  C rosses:— T h e  cross w ith  p riest, 2 feet 45 

in ch es  l o n g ; b re a d th  at foot, 1 foot 7 in ch es. T h e  u p p er fra g 
m ent, 1 foot, b y  11 in ch es a t top, and 13 in ch es  a t bottom  ; an 
in te rv e n in g  fra gm e n t seem s m issin g . T h e  cross w ith  in te r
laced  w o rk  is 2 feet 6 in ch es lo n g  b y  1 foot 9 in ch es  at broadest

(2) The W est K irkh y  rem a in s (p a g e  168)  : — 5 feet 8f in ches 
lo n g  b y  1 foot 5$ in ch es  deep, and a b ou t 10 in ch es  th ick n ess. 
T h e  fra gm e n t o f  sh a ft, sam e p lan , is 10A in ch es  b y  n f  in ches 
sq u are . T h e  cross head 6J in ch es b y  7J in ch e s— it seem s to 
h a ve  been 15 in ch es acro ss th e  arm s w h en  com p lete . T h e 
seco n d  cross head is 14  ̂ in ch es b y  9J in ch es, and th is  also 
seem s to h a ve  been 15 in ch es. T h e  fra g m e n t o f  a  s h a ft  found 
in 1893 is 73 in ch es  b y  4J in ch es  and 42 in c h e s — th e  orig in al 
w id th  m ay h a ve  been 10 in ch es. T h e  la rg e  g ra v e  cross on the 
s lab  (p age  167) is  2 feet 11 in ch es  lo n g  b y  19 in ch e s  w ide.

(3) The Brom borough C ro sses:— G re a t cross : base 27I 
in ch es  b y  p ro b a b ly  40 in ch es ; so ck e t o f  cro ss  8 in ch es  b y  12 
in c h e s ; tw o  p o rtio n s o f  s h a ft, 2 feet and 2 feet 7 in ch es  ; w id th  
12 in ch e s  at foot b y  8 in ch es, th e  u p p er p art d im in ish in g  to 10 
in ch es  b y  8 in ch es  ; w id th  across arm s o f  cross 20 in ches. 
T h e  s h a ft  and cross w ere  p ro b a b ly  8 feet h ig h  w h en  com p lete, 
an d  th e  base 2 feet m ore. T h e  S a x o n  g ra v e  s la b  (p age  166) is 
i6£ in ch es b y  18 in ches.

Another fragment of a cross shaft has been identified 
at West K irkby; it is ornamented with chevron and 
lattice patterns incised upon it. Incised work has 
commonly been thought to belong mainly to the 14th 
and 15th centuries, but the fact that another Saxon frag
ment shows both work in relief and incised work on the 
same stone, proves that its origin was very much anterior 
to these dates.

part.


