
“ Popish Recusants ” in Flintshire in 1625
B Y  H E N R Y  T A Y L O R , F .S .A .

HE following Privy Council Order, and other 
documents now among the large and valuable 
collection of Historical MSS. at Mostyn Hall, 
furnish a complete list of those residents in 

Flintshire who were in the Roman Catholic P'aith on 
the accession of the unfortunate King Charles I. to the 
Throne. By the kind permission of Ford Mostyn I am 
enabled to publish the same in our Society’s Journal; 
and that accurate and able Flintshire Genealogist, our 
member, Mr. Hugh Robert Hughes of Kinmel, the 
Ford Fieutenant of Flintshire, has also kindly fur
nished me with a short description identifying, as far 
as possible, those whose names are given by the Bishop 
of St. Asaph1 in his return to the Deputy Fieutenants of 
the County, which I also publish. Both, I venture to 
think, will prove interesting, and perhaps valuable to 
Flintshire Genealogists.

I would premise, however, that the political circum
stances which led to this return being made are not

1John Hanmer, S.T.P., Prebendary of Worcester, and Chaplain to King 
James; of the family of the Hanmers of Flintshire, he was born at Pentre- 
pant, in Selattyn Parish, in 1574. Educated at Oriel College, Oxford ; 
Fellow of A ll Souls’, 1596; Proctor for the University, 1605; Rector of 
Bingham, Prebendary of Worcester, and Chaplain to the King 1614 ; elected 
Bishop of St. Asaph Jan. 20; and consecrated Feb. 15, 1604. Died at 
Pentrepant, June 23, 1629; and was buried at Selattyn, where a monument 
to his memory relates his benefaction to the poor of that parish. Thomas' 
History o f the Diocese o f St. Asaph.



unworthy of consideration. In obedience to the will of 
the Nation immediately after the accession of Queen 
Elizabeth to the Throne (no matter what may at first 
have been the private wish of the Sovereign and Court) 
the Reformed Faith was declared to be the Church of 
the State. Every subject was directed to attend and 
conform to the tenets of the Church of England. By 
the Act 1 Elizabeth, Chapter 2, the penalty for not 
resorting to church was punishment by the censures of 
the church, and a  fine o f  one shilling to the poor for 
every offence. This was followed later on by the 
Statute 23 Elizabeth, Chapter 1, which enacted that:—  

“ E very  person above the age o f xvi yeares, w hich shall 
not repaire to some Churche C hapell or usuall Place o f  
Common Prayer, but forbeare the same contrarye to the 
tenour o f a S tatute made in the I st yeare o f H er H ali«  R aigne 
for uniform itie o f  Common P rayer and being th ereof law- 
fu llye  convicted shall forfaite to the Q ueene’s Matie, for everye 
m oneth after theird o f this Session o f Parliam ent w hiche he 
or she shall so forbeare, tw entie poundes o f law fu ll E n glish  
M o n ey ; and that over and above the F orfytures everye person 
so forbearing b y  the space o f x ii M onetlies as aforesaid shall 
for his or her obstinacie, after certificat thereof in w ritinge 
made into the Courte com m onlye called the K in ges Benclie b y  
the Ordinarie o f  the Dioces, a Justice o f Assisse and Gaole 
D eliverye, or a Justice o f Peace o f the C ountie, w here such 
offendor shall dwell or be, be bounde w ith  tw o sufficient suer- 
ties in the saum e o f two hunderth pounde at the leaste to the 
good Behaviour, and so to continue bounde un till suche tyn ie 
as the persons so bounde do conform e them selves and come to 
the C hurche accordinge to the true m eaninge o f the said 
Statute made in the said firste yeare o f the Queenes Maties 
R a ign e.”

The Statute 35 Elizabeth, Chapter 2, describes a 
recusant to be one who does not repair to some church 
or chapel or usual place of Common Prayer to hear 
Divine Service. Afterwards, receiving the Sacrament
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of the Church was made a further test of conformity. 
By this same Statute it was further enacted that any 
person above sixteen years of age who obstinately refused 
during the space of a month to attend public worship, 
should be committed to prison; that if after being con
demned for this offence he persist three months in his 
refusal, he abjure the realm; and that if he either refuse 
this condition or return after banishment, he should 
suffer capitally as a felon without benefit of clergy.

By the Statute 3 James I., Chapter 4, those who 
absented themselves from church for a month together, 
forfeited £20 per month. And further, if a recusant 
conformed and did not receive the Sacrament once a 
year at least, he forfeited for the first year ^40, and for 
every default afterwards £ 60; and if after he had once 
received it he made default therein by the space of one 
year, he forfeited £ 60, to be recovered by indictment 
and divided between the King and the Prosecutor. 
These were heavy fines as measured by the difference in 
value of money between then and now.

On the accession of King Charles I., strong suspicions 
were entertained in the minds of the people as to the 
influence of the Church of Rome at the Court, in con
sequence, in the first place, of the treaty for marriage 
with the Spanish Princess, which was broken off; and 
secondly, of the King’s subsequent marriage with 
Henrietta Maria, the daughter of Henry IV., the Roman 
Catholic King of France. I11 his marriage treaty the 
King had in fact undertaken to protect the Roman 
Catholics in this country. In the first Parliament held 
at Westminster on the 23rd June, 1625, we find “ the 
House went into Committee on supply and religion, 
wherein religion was to have the first place.” The key
note of the debate was struck by Sir John Eliot. The
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result of this debate was a petition drawn up by Pym and 
Sandys, in which the King was asked to execute the 
penal laws in all their stridlness, and to take other 
measures to prevent the spread of the doctrines of the 
Roman Catholic Church.

On the 9th August, the Parliament being assembled 
at Oxford, the Duke of Buckingham directed that the 
King’s answer to the petition on religion should be read. 
All, he said, the Commons had demanded was fully and 
freely granted. If they thought that the execution of 
the penal laws against the Catholics was an objeft worth 
striving for, they were to have their wishes. This was 
the spirit in which the Privy Council Order here set out 
was sent to the Earl of Northampton1 as President of 
Wales, and by him to the Deputy Lieutenants of Flint
shire. The King’s answer with regard to supply was 
unfortunately not so satisfactory, and a few days after 
(on 13th August), he dissolved Parliament— a Parliament 
which, says Mr. Gardiner, opened the floodgates of that 
long contention with the Crown which was never, 
except for one brief moment, to be closed again till the 
Revolution of 1688 came to change the conditions of 
government in England.

The Deputy Lieutenants of Flintshire, on receipt of 
Lord Northampton’s mandate, appear to have adted upon 
it at once, for the certificate of the Bishop of St. Asaph

1 The Earl of Northampton was installed a Knight of the Garter and 
constituted Lord President of the Marches and Dominion of Wales, 
2nd August, 1618. He married Elizabeth, daughter and heiress of Sir 
John Spencer, Knight, Lord Mayor of London, in 1593. He died in 1630. 
The manner of his death is thus described on the 2nd of July :— “  Yesterday 
se’night, the Earl of Northampton, Lord President of Wales (after he had 
waited on the King at supper and had also supped), went into a boat with 
others to wash himself in the Thames, and so soon as his legs were in the water 
but to the knees, he had the colic and cried out, ‘ Have me into the boat 
again for I am a dead man.’ ” No wonder. He wTas succeeded by his only 
son, Spencer, second Earl and a Royalist, who lost his life for that cause.
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is dated very shortly after the Privy Council Order. 
This certificate purports to be a complete return of all 
the Popish Recusants within his Diocese in the County 
of Flint, which we have seen would mean those in the 
Roman Catholic Faith within the county. Whether any 
proceedings were taken against those named in the 
certificate, there is at present no evidence to show. 
Probably not. Prior to the Statute of 35 Elizabeth, all 
nonconformists were considered “ Recusants,” and were 
all equally subject to the penalties of “ Recusancy.” 
This Statute was the first penal statute made against 
“ Popish Recusants” by that name and as distinguished 
from other Recusants. P'rom this Statute arose the 
distinction between Protestant and Popish Recusants; 
the former were subject to such Statutes against 
Recusancy as preceded this one (35 Elizabeth), and to 
some Statutes against Recusants made subsequently to 
that tim e; but they were relieved from them all in 
1689 by the Act of Toleration, 1 William and Mary, 
Chapter 18.

The Pilgrim Fathers had previously emigrated to New 
England in 1620, because they could get no toleration 
at home. P'rom the Statute of 35 Elizabeth arose also 
the distinction between Papists, or persons professing the 
Popish religion in general, and Popish Recusants and 
Popish Recusants’ Convict.
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M O ST Y N  M SS.

The Lords o f  the Council to the E a r l o f  N ortham pton. 

1625, October 2, Salisbury. A s to seizin g  th e arms o f recu
sants— Circular letter in same words as th a t to the D uke o f  
Buckingham  p rin ted  in Report on Rye M S S . , H ist. M S S . 
Commission, 13th Report, p t. 4,p .  175.

The Lords o f  the Council to the E a r l o f  Northampton. 
[1625, N ovem ber.] The Court “  W hereas you  la te ly  receaved 

directions from this Board for the disarm inge in such manner
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as is th ereby signified o f all recusantes w ithin  the Counties o f 
your lieutenances there, wlioe are either convicted  or ju s tly  
suspected accordinge to the actes o f state heretofore expressed 
because it seemes that theise actes are not nowe to be founde, 
where th ey  should be used for ligh t and instruction, the w ant 
w hereof m ust needes greatly  hinder the execution  o f this 
im portant service, we hould it necessaree for your lordships 
directions in this behalf, to im parte unto you, that w hich w as 
w ritten from this Board divers yeares since to the H igh 
Shereffes and Justices o f the Peace upon th is occasion wherein 
you maie find in what sense the late K in ge o f happie m em ory, 
b j' the advise o f the lords and others whoe were then o f his 
P rivy  C ouncell w ith the opinion o f some o f the Judges o f the 
realm e declared alsoe thereupon explained h im self concerning 
recusantes ju s tly  suspected v iz ., that his m eaning was to 
proceede not on ly w ith convicted recusantes, but alsoe w ith  
such as g iv e  an y ouvert suspicion of ill affection in religion, 
o f w hiche sorte he understood to be as w ell those that doe not 
ord inaryly  and frequently  repaire to the C hurch to heare 
divine service, when there is not ju st cause either o f sickness 
or other law full im pedim ent to excuse them, as also such as 
have not for three or fower yeares receaved the Com union 
once a yeare at the least, and such as have theire children or 
servantes recusantes or non-com unicantes as aforesaid or are 
otherwise know ne to be popishly affected, or such as have a n y  
noted or extraordinary num ber o f retainers or tenantes, recus
antes or non-com unicantes. These sortes o f  people therefore 
and ever}' o f  them  whom  his M ajestie and the states at this 
tyrne have the same reason to hould in jealotisie, wee are in 
his M ajesties name and b y his expresse command, to require 
your lordshipp to proceed w ith, as b y  our former letters you 
were directed, to w hich letters we reffere you saveinge that 
you maie forbeare the n obility  and peeres, if  an y such be 
w ithin  those Counties, his M ajestie haveinge taken another 
course for disarm einge them. L astly , wee praie and require 
your lordshipp to g ive  order that the armes taken from 
these and other recusantes be kept in good condition b y  beinge 
scoured and otherwise looked unto, as shall be needefull 
through the care o f those whoe shall have the custody of them , 
but at the charge o f the proprietaries.”



[ The Bishop o f  St. Asapli\ to the Deputy Lieutenants o f  
the County o f  F lint.

i625[6], January 14. “  I here send unto you a true Certificat
o f all such papistes and recusantes inhabitinge w ithin  the 
Counties o f  F lin t and m y dioces o f St. Asaph th at according to 
his M ajesties Com ission in that b eh alf you m aie discerne them 
and also levie the xiid. appointed both b y the statute and the 
said Com ission for every Sonnday that every  o f them  shalbe 
absent from divine service. I11 witness w h ereof to this my 
C ertificat I have put m y seale this x iiiith o f January, 1625.”

T h e  C e r t i f i c a t e  r e f e r r e d  t o —

NORTHOPPE— H ugh C on w ay o f Soughton esquire and Elizabeth 
his wieff, Edward and John C on w ay his sonnes.

H A LK IN —John Hanmer o f H alken gent and M ary his wief, 
Jane C onw ay the w ie f o f Rees E vans o f the same gent. 

CAERW YS— Grace Robertes the w ie f o f W illiam  W illiam s gent, 
E lizabeth  John ap Rees spinster, M argaret L loyd  the 
w ie f o f Piers W illiam s gent.

RELOSNOYD ( Newmarket) —-Margaret D avies o f Relosnoyd in 
the said Countie widdow, M ary D avies o f the same 
Spinster, K atlierin  Robert o f the same widdow.

K i l k e n — Katherin  W yn ter o f L lysycoed  w iddow  and Elizabeth 
her maide, Jane H anm er of the same spinster. 

W H ITFORD— H ugh ap Thom as o f Maton in the Countie of 
F lin t gent and Anne Pennant his w ief, H enrie H ughes 
o f the same in the said Countie gent, K atherin  H ughes 
o f the same in the said Countie Spinster, W yn ifryd  
H ughes o f the same Spinster, W illiam  P arry W ynn e of 
the same in the said Countie gent and Jane Pennant his 
wief, M argaret D avies o f  Tree A b at widowe, Anne 
H ughes the w ie f o f Raphell Davies in the same, in the 
said Countie gent.

R h u d l a n — M argaret Conw ay, widowe, Elin her m aide servant, 
John Conwaj^ gardner, N icholas Salusbury, G race C on
w ay widowe, Richard Jones o f the sam e in the said 
C ou n ty  o f F lint, Yeom an.

LLANELW EY (S t. A sa p h )— Thom as Griffith o f  Tre L lanelw ey, 
Yonmn.
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L L A N H A S S E  ( Llanasa) — E lizabeth  M ostyn, Robert P ugh 
gent and M argaret Pue his wief, M organ Thom as gent, 
A nne M organ, Spinster, Jane v z  [verch = d au gh ter of] 
H ugh L ew is Spinster, A les vz  H ugh Lew is Spinster, 
Judith H anm er Spinster, M ary vz  Robert Spinster.

F l i n t — Mary  Salusbury, widowe, H arry ap H ugh Yeom an 
and E lizabeth  his wief.

B o t f a r r y  ( B odfariJ— H arry Thom as ap H arry  o f the same 
in the Countie aforesaid and Anne v z  H arry ap Robert 
his wief, H arry ap Jevan Yeom an, H ugh ap Robert 
W eaver and M argaret vz  Thom as his wief, B lanch v z  
H ugh Spinster, John ap H ugh W eaver, Jane vz  W illiam  
the w ie f o f H arry Lloyd of the same in the said Countie 
Yom an, M argaret vz  John ap Edw ards o f the same 
Spinster, M ary L ew is the w ie f o f  Thom as ap John W yn  
o f the same Yom an, Rose v z  John H ock o f the same 
widowe, John ap Richard T a ylo r o f the same and 
M argery his wief, John Thom as ap Jevan o f the same 
Yom an and his wief, W illiam  ap Robert W eaver o f the 
same.

D i m E r c h i o n  (Trem eirchion) — Thom as W illiam  o f the sam e 
in the said Countie gen t and E lizabeth  his w ie f and 
A lice  his maide, Thom as ap Thom as ap Richard of the 
same in the said C ountie Yeom an and E lizabeth his 
w ief, E lizabeth  vz  David Griffith the w ie f o f Thom as ap 
Thom as Yeom an, Jane Birchinshaw e Spinster, M argaret 
v z  Richard widow, Grace the w ie f o f Robert ap Evan o f 
the same Yom an, M argaret v z  Robert ap Jevan Spinster, 
Thom as ap Robert o f the same Yom an, M argaret v z  
Robert ap Jevan Spinster, Thom as ap Robert o f the 
same tailor.

HOLLIWELL— Jane Pennant o f the same in the said C ountie 
widowe, Catherin  Dicins Spinster, Jane vz  Thom as 
Spinster, Gwen vz  Jevan of the same Spinster, A les vz  
B ennet widowe, M argaret v z  Piers the w ie f o f Thom as 
Griffith o f  the same Yom an, Jane v z  John Spinster, 
G w ensie vz  Rees Spinster, M argret Pennant widdowe, 
M argaret L loyd w ydow e, M ary vz  Thom as w ydow e, 
E lin or Thom as Spinster, Catherin  vz  Thom as Spinster,
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Luce vz N icholas the w ief o f  Thom as Sparke Yoraan, 
Jane vz  Thom as Pies w iddow , B lanch vz  Richard 
Spinster, Catherin L loyd  widdowe, L ow ry v z  Evan 
Spinster, E linor L lo yd  widowe, A lse L lo yd  Spinster, 
Robert Robertes gent and M ary his w ief, H ugh ap John 
Gruffith Yom an, and Catherin  Pennant o f the same 
widdowe.

DiSSERTH— Dame M ary C on w ay the w ie f o f  S ir John Conway 
K n igh t, M argaret G eorge Spinster, M ary M ostyn o f the 
same in the said C ountie Spinster, all o f  Bolbruddan, 
M ary the w ie f o f W illiam  H ughes o f R hyd gent.

T r e y d d y n — M ary M ostyn widow and Fraunces W yn her 
daughter.

N E R Q U IS —John P arry gen t and his wife and children, W illiam  
John Itchell Yom an, Gwen vz  R eignald Spinster, 
Robert Robertes o f the same in the said C ountie gent 
and his w ie f and children.

G E N E A L O G IC A L  N O T E S  A S  TO S O M E  O F  T H E  
P E R S O N S  N A M E D  I N  T H E  A B O V E  C E R T IF IC A T E  
O F  T H E  B IS H O P  O F  ST. A S A P H

B y  M r . H . R. H u g h e s  o f  K i n m e l

N o r t h o p p e — H ugh C onw ay of Sychton, w as eldest son and 
heir o f Edward C on w ay o f Sychton, b y  E lizabeth  his 
wife, daughter o f Edm ond Gee o f C hester. He married 
E lizabeth, daughter o f S ir John C on w ay o f A rrow  Court, 
Co. W arw ick, kn igh ted  in 1560. B y  her he w as father 
o f three sons— E dw ard, Robert, and John. Edward, the 
eldest, died 1 March, 1627. (I believe he was executed, 
but I have lost m y reference to this.) B y M ary his wife, 
daughter o f Edward L lo yd  o f Pentrehobin, Co. Flint, 
he had a son, John Conw ay, who m arried Catherine, 
daughter and heir o f Edward H anm er o f Caerfallw ch, 
Co. F lint, b y  whom he was gran dfather o f  E lizabeth 
Conw ay, who became the w ife o f the Rev. Benjamin 
Conw ay, Rector o f Northop. On the failure o f the 
descendants o f her brothers and her only sister, her 
posterity became possessed of the Sychton property
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w hich th ey  still enjoy. H er husband, the Rev. Benjam in 
C on w ay,1 was not related to her, n either did he belong 
to any branch o f the C on w ay fam ily. H is father, Janies 
Conw ay, was a poor man, a native o f the Parish o f 
E feneclityd.

Ha l k in — I am unable to iden tify  this John Hanmer. There 
were several John Hanmers liv in g  in 1625, but none o f 
them  are described as o f H alkin. H e m ay have been 
John Hanm er o f H alghton, who was second son o f John 
Hanmer, M .P. for F lin t Boroughs in 1597. W illiam  
H anm er o f Fennes, undoubtedly possessed prop erty in 
H alkin  Parish, and by his w ife M argaret, daughter and 
heir o f  D avid K ynaston o f Kricot, he had a fourth son 
named John. H is eldest brother W illiam , was kn igh ted  
at W hitehall 23 July, 1603, and died 24 Septem ber, 1620.

RELOSNOYD— The m odern name o f th is Parish is N ew m arket, 
first called so in 1700, when Mr. John W ynn e o f C oppa’r- 
leini in that Parish procured for it a w eekly  m arket. 
T he original name has been variously  spelt R hylow n yd, 
R hylofn yd, Trelaw n yd, & c. ; but the form “  Relosnoyd ”  
I have never before m et w ith. It is possible that 
M argaret Davies, widow, m ay be the same person 
m entioned under W hitford. H er husband owned a 
house in R h ylofn yd  called C raig A rthur, w hich m ay have 
been used as a D ower-house ; and he had a sister named 
M ary D avies. In the same Parish another fam ily o f 
D avies owned a property called H enfryn. In 1689 it was 
owned b y a Mr. John Davies.

W hitford— H u g h a p  Thom as was o f Golcli in the Tow nship o f 
M ertyn Isglan, Parish o f W hitford. He married Anne 
Pennant, fifth daughter o f Harri Pennant, who w as 
grandson o f Thom as Pennant, the famous A bbot o f 
Basingw erke. H enry H ughes was his eldest son, and 
K atherine, W inifred, and E lizabeth, his daughters. T he 
latter died unm arried, and her W ill as “  o f Golch, Parish 
o f W h itford ,”  is dated 17 Septem ber, 1678, and was 
proved 23 Novem ber, 1693.

> 1 1712 Rector of F lint; 1713 Warden of Ruthin; 1717 Vicar of
Northop.— 11. T.



W illiam  P arry W ynn of M ertyn Isglan, was the son 
o f P arry W ynn  ap Thom as, b y  a daughter o f the Rev. 
John N icholas, V icar o f  L lanasa, Co. F lin t. H is W ill 
was dated 10 June, 1658, and he w as buried the 19th of 
June follow ing. In one Pedigree w hich I have seen, 
his w ife is described as “  K atrin  V erch  Gr. ap Robt. ap 
David o f G ronant gen t ”  ; and Jane, daughter o f Thom as 
Pennant, is assigned to his brother Thom as ap Parry 
W ynn ; but probably the C ertificate is right. I have 
been unable to find this Jane Pennant in the Pennant 
Pedigree.

M argaret D avies o f T re ’ r Abad, w as widow o f W illiam  
D avies o f T re ’r Abad, and daughter and sole heir o f 
Thom as A rundel. Anne H ughes, w ife o f  Raphael Davies, 
was daughter o f  Thom as H ughes o f P restatyn, Co. Flint, 
S h eriff o f Flintshire, 1611. H er husband, Raphael Davies, 
w as eldest son and heir o f W illiam  and M argaret Davies 
aforesaid.

R u d l a n — M argaret Conw ay, widow, was daugh ter o f Piers 
M ostyn o f Talacre, and w idow  o f John C on w ay of 
Bodrhyddan. She survived him  m any years, and died 
in her house at Rliuddllan, 29 A pril, 1627.

LLANHASSE— A  Robert Pugh of Creuddyn m arried M argaret, 
one o f the daughters o f  W illiam  L ew is o f Presaddfed in 
A n glesey. And E lizabeth  M ostyn, daughter o f W illiam  
M ostyn o f B asingw erke, second son o f  Pyers M ostyn of 
Talacre, Parish o f Llanasa, married a W illiam  P ugh of 
Creuddyn. I suspect that these are the persons named 
in the certificate. Robert and M argaret m ay have had a 
son named W illiam , after his m aternal grandfather, 
w ho married E lizabeth  M ostyn. M organ Thom as was 
probably M organ ap Thom as o f Golden Grove, Parish 
o f L lanasa. He was father o f Edw ard M organ “  learned 
in the law es ”  and o f a daughter A n ne Morgan. A  
H ugh Lew is, apparently a landow ner in the Township 
o f A yton, Parish Llanasa, witnessed a Deed 21 Septem ber, 
1622. H avin g regard to dates the aforesaid E lizabeth 
M ostyn is more lik e ly  to have been wife o f Edward 
M ostyn o f Talacre, and daughter o f  Edw ard Morgan of 
Golden Grove, who died in 1611.

3 1 4  P O P IS H  R E C U S A N T S  IN  F L IN T S H IR E



P O P IS H  R E C U S A N T S  IN  F L IN T S H IR E 3J5
F l i n t — R obert Salusbury, second son o f Thom as Salusbury o f 

Leadbroke, m arried M ary, daughter o f John Edw ards o f 
Plas N ew ydd. She m ight very  w ell have been liv in g  as 
an old woman in 1625. H er m other was Anne, daughter 
to Robert Putnam.

DlMEIKCHION, otherwise called Tremeircliion— A  gentlem an’s 
fam ily  named W illiam s form erly owned land in this 
Parish. Thom as W illiam s m arried K atherine, daughter 
and coheir w ith her sister Jane o f Robert Massie, fourth 
son o f Robert M assie o f Coddington, b y  Dorothy, 
daughter to H ugh C alv eley  o f  Lea. B y her he had 
m any children, and am ongst them  a son, Thom as 
W illiam s, who is very  lik e ly  the man referred to. 
Robert M assie was M .P. for F lin t C oun ty in 1553 and 
1554. H is w ife, Jane, was liv in g  a widow on June 25, 
1608.

T he Bircliinshaw es were a respectable E nglish  fam ily  
w hich had long been resident in the Parishes o f Llan- 
sannan and Dim eircliion. Pliow ke Burclienshaw e o f 
Dim eircliion had a daughter name Jane, who m ight 
have been liv in g  in 1625.

H O L L IW E L L  — “ Jane Pennant w id o w ”  w as probably a 
daughter o f W illiam  M ostyn o f M aesglas or Basing- 
w erk, sister to E lizabeth, w ife o f W illiam  P ugh o f 
Creuddyn aforesaid, and relict o f N icholas Pennant ap 
H arri Pennant o f H olyw ell. N icholas Pennant had a 
sister Jane, who m arried John D eikw s [“  D icius ” ] o f  
K inerton. “  C atherine D icius ”  m ay have been his sister 
or daughter. “  M argaret Pennant, w idow ,”  m ight have 
been a daughter o f H ugh M ostyn o f the G range, and 
w idow o f John Pennant o f  H olyw ell. “ A les Veil. 
Bennet, w id o w ” : M argaret Pennant, sister to Jane 
D eicus aforesaid, m arried H ugh Bennet ap Thom as o f 
Llanasa Parish ; and M argaret had a sister named A lice. 
T his is su ggestive  o f a connection between them.

“ E linor L lo y d ”  w as w idow of John L loyd, whose 
fam ily  were orig in ally  the owners o f D owning, and 
daughter o f W illiam  M ostyn o f M aesglas aforesaid. 
“ Robert Roberts g e n t ”  w as o f N erquis, and M ary his 
w ife w as sister to E linor L loyd  aforesaid. “  C atherine



P O P IS H  R E C U S A N T S  IN  F L IN T S H IR E316

P en n a n t”  was probably widow of N icholas Pennant, 
fifth son o f H ugh Pennant o f B ychton, and daughter of 
Griffith ap John ap Robert o f W hitford. “  M argaret 
L loyd  w ydow e ”  m ay have been a daughter o f Edward 
M organ o f Golden Grove, and relict o f E dw ard L loyd  of 
Pentrehobin, who died 30 July, 1620. She was buried on 
June 1st, 1631.

DiSSERTH —  “ Dame M ary Conw ay, the w ie f o f S ir John 
Conw ay, K n ig h t,”  was one of the daughters o f Edward 
M organ o f Golden Grove, b y  K atherine his wife, 
daughter o f John D avies o f G w ysanea. L ad y C on w ay’s 
sister, E lizabeth  Morgan, married Edward M ostyn of 
Talacre, and had, w ith other issue, a daughter, Mary 
Mostyn, who became the w ife o f John C on w ay o f Brvn-y- 
C w ning, a place closely adjoining Bodrhyddan.

T r EYDDYN —  A  chapelry o f Mold, near N erquis. “  Mary 
M o sty n ”  w as a daughter o f Piers M ostyn o f Talacre, 
and w idow  o f Ithel W yn o f Coedllai als. Leeswood, by 
whom she was m other o f a son, Pierce W ynne, and a 
daughter, Frances W ynne. The retention o f the maiden 
name after m arriage was a common custom  in W ales.

NERQUIS— There were Parries o f H endre in th is C hapelry, of 
whom  was Edward Parry liv in g  in the first h a lf o f the 
last century, who was grandfather o f Bishop P arry of 
Barbadoes. “ John P arry g e n t ”  w as probably an 
ancestor. “  W illiam  John Itchell ”  is probably intended 
for W illiam  ap John ap Ithel. A  fam ily  named Bitliel 
form erly owned L lw yn egrin , near Mold. “  Robert 
Roberts ”  is the same man who is m entioned under Holy- 
well. H e was o f Plas Ucha, in N erquis. A  descendant 
o f his, also named Robert, who died in 1705, was father 
o f a daughter and heiress, Helen Roberts, who was the 
third w ife o f Peter Giffard, o f C hillin gton.


