
Miscellanea

IN a preceding num ber o f this Journal (Vol. V I., p. 40), in an 
article on th e “ A n tiq u ity  o f Place N am es,”  I alluded to 

the name W a tlin g  Street, w hich is used not only o f the great 
Roman road from London to W roxeter, but also o f other roads, 
and am ong them  one in N orthum berland, and one in C heshire. 
I desired inform ation as to the age o f the name thus used in 
these tw o counties, and ventured to opine that the use in 
N orthum berland m ay be old, though I had no evidence. I 
have since learnt from tw o high authorities, Mr. C. J. Bates, 
historian o f N orthum berland, and Mr. W . H. Stevenson, whom 
I have already quoted in this Journal, that th is latter opinion 
is wrong. T he Roman road in N orthum berland which is now 
called W atlin g  Street, w as called “  Dere S tr e e t”  in mediaeval 
tim es; and “ W atlin g  S tr e e t”  cannot be traced back to any 
great antiquity, though its precise age is still uncertain. It 
must, how ever, be one o f the antiquarian inventions to w hich 
I alluded in the article ju st referred to. Mr. Stevenson tells 
me further, that the oldest form o f the name “ W atling S tr e e t”  
(as used o f the L ondon -W roxeter road), and probably the 
genuine form, is “  W aclin g S treet.”  This m akes it probable, 
and more than probable, that the name is old only in that use, 
and th at all the other “  W atlin g  Streets ”  have got their names 
from antiquarian zea l; for it is in tellig ib le that “ W a c lin g ”  
m ight be corrupted in one case into “ W a tlin g ,”  but it is 
hardly lik e ly  that i f  there were several “ W aclin g Streets,”  
the true form should nowhere survive to the present day, or 
into recent tim es And y et there is no other street called 
“ W a c lin g ”  save th at from London to W roxeter. I conclude, 
therefore, that the only Roman road w hich has any claim  to 
th is title  is that from London to W roxeter.

F. H A V E R F IE L D .
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T H E  N arwhal Tusk, presented b y  The D uke o f W estm inster 
to the Cathedral C hurch o f Chester, is exa ctly  7 feet 

6 inches in len gth  ; at the base it is 6 inches in circum ference, 
and at the th ickest part— 1 foot from the base— it is 7J inches 
in circum ference. It is carved from base to tip, the tw ist 
being from righ t to left.

There are two figures at the base w hich, from the waist 
downwards, are en tirely hidden b y  leaves. T heir arms are 
stretched upwards as h igh  as the head, and support on their 
hands w hat is above. Between the figures there is carvin g 
o f fruits— pom egranates, apples, and grapes ; m ay there not 
be a probability that these tw o figures represent Adam  and 
E ve. R esting on the upturned hands is a sem i-recum bent 
figure o f Jesse, his righ t elbow resting on a rock, and his 
head on his hand. Out o f his side springs a tree, w ith the 
figure o f David holding a sceptre in his righ t hand, and a 
harp in the l e f t ; on the same level there is the figure o f 
Solomon w ith a sceptre in his le ft hand, and a turban on his 
head. Im m ediately above the figure o f Solomon is a figure 
o f Roboam (spelled as in the V ulgate), who has in his right 
hand a scourge, in his le ft a sceptre. H e is crowned. On 
the same level, on the opposite part o f the tusk, is the figure 
o f Asa, w ith  a sceptre in his left hand, on his head a crown, 
from w hich a conical cap rises. O ver A sa is the figure o f 
Josophat, crowned, w ith a sceptre in his left hand ; on the 
same level, opposite, is Ozias, w ith a sceptre in his rig h t hand, 
the head-dress being rather a turban-like cap. Over Josophat 
is the figure o f Joram, crowned, w ith  a sceptre in his le ft h a n d ; 
on the same level is Joatham, a sceptre in his righ t hand, 
on his head a wide-brim m ed hat, w ith  two broad stream ers at 
the back. Over Joatham is the figure o f Josias, a sceptre in 
his righ t hand, his head-dress a full cap, on w hich rests a 
crown ; on the same level a figure o f E zchias {sic), a sceptre 
in his left hand, on his head a crown and conical cap. O ver 
E zchias, A chaz, sceptre in his left hand, face upturned in 
adoration ; on the same level Manasses, w ith  a sceptre in his 
rig h t hand, his head-dress being a turban or very  full cap 
w ith a crown on it— he too has his face upturned to the figure 
above. A t the top o f the Jesse tree is the Blessed V irgin , 
w ith the Child, a sceptre in her righ t hand, and the moon
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under her fe e t ; w ith her left hand she holds the C h ild ’s left. 
S lig h tly  above are tw o angels, the one holding w ith  his right 
the left hand o f the other.

A bove is a representation of the H oly  T rin ity . The E ternal 
Father and the Son hold a crown over the sym bol o f  God 
the H oly  Ghost. But the crown has evident relation to the 
Blessed V irg in  ; there is an angel above the head o f the Father, 
and one also above the Son. A bove the crown w hich the 
F ather and Son hold are three w inged cherubim  supporting 
a m onstrance, the stem of w hich is carved w ith fru it— pom e
granates and apples, a cherub being on either side. Four 
w afers are shown, w ith rays o f  glory, the whole bein g sur
mounted b y a cross ; behind the m onstrance is a figure o f 
S. John the Baptist, with the cross and scroll, and a lam b 
ly in g  at his feet. Above the m onstrance is the crucifix, the 
cross being io  inches high, the figure being 6; the feet o f the 
Saviour are nailed separately. Behind the crucifix  S. M ichael 
is thrustin g down L ucifer w ith a cross, the figure o f the arch
angel being 4 inches high ; angels are around the head of the 
cross, above S. M ichael. Then occur the figures o f S .S . Peter 
and P aul— S. Peter w ith the keys, S. Paul w ith  a sword and 
a book ; im m ediately above them are tw o cherubs. Then the 
four evangelists : S. John, with the eagle, a tablet being in 
his hand ; S. L uke, w ith  an ox, and a pen in his right hand ; 
S. M ark, w ith  the lion, w ith an open book and pen or style 
in his right hand ; and S. M atthew, w ith  the figure o f a boy, 
who holds a sm all vessel into w hich S. M atthew is putting 
som ething, and under his le ft hand is a ta b le t; the figures o f 
the evangelists are 3 inches high. Above the evan gelists are 
cherubs, then S. A n th on y o f Padua, w ith a child  in his arms, 
and stan din g in front o f him  the figure o f a m onk hold ing a 
cross lifted up above his head. A bove this another m onk, also 
holding up a cross ; and from this point to the top are figures 
o f angels, w ith uplifted arms in exaltation and adoration.

T he m otive o f the whole seems to be the exaltation o f the 
c ro s s ; S. Francis is said to have had his vision, and to have 
received the stigm ata on the Festival o f the Exaltation of 
the Cross. Is the figure standing before S. A n thon y that o f 
S. Francis ? T he character o f the w ork is said to be Flem ish,
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and Sir C. Robinson fixes the date about 1630. From  the base 
to the figure o f Jesse is 9 inches. The Jesse tree is 23 inches; 
on the branches

on the one side are— 
A chaz 
E zchias 
Joram 
Josophat 
A sa 
David

on the other are—  
M anasses 
Josias 
Joatham 
Ozias 
Roboam 
Solomon

T he V irgin  and the C hild  occupy 4 in c h e s ; the representa
tion o f the H oly T rin ity  4 in c h e s ; the m onstrance 7 in c h e s ; 
the crucifix 10. T he figures o f S. Peter and S. Paul are 
4 j inches high. Then four evangelists occupy 7 inches o f  the 
tusk  ; S. A n thon y and the m onk 4; and the other m onk 3 J ; 
the rem aining 14 inches are covered w ith carvin gs o f angels 
and cherubim .

JO H N  L. D A R B Y .

T H E  E xcursion to Moreton, A stbury, and G aw sw orth took 
place on Tuesday, June 29th, and was thoroughly  

enjoyed by a few members o f the Society.

L eavin g Chester at 10-5, M owcop— a station on the N orth 
Staffordshire Line, half-w ay between H arecastle and C ongle- 
ton — was reached at 11-30. Here tw o brakes were in w aiting, 
and a start was at once made for Moreton, distant about 
tw o m iles. L ittle  Moreton H all, so w ell-know n to m any 
from the valuable and characteristic draw ings b y  Lysons, 
N ash, and Britton, is ju s tly  considered to be the finest 
specim en o f a tim bered house in Cheshire. H avin g escaped 
the ravages o f  time, and, in a great degree, the hands o f 
the “ restorer,”  it still stands out in all its original beauty. 
A s Dr. Renaud has rem arked: “ .It is so perfect w ithin and 
w ithout that it w ants little  else than furniture o f  the late 
Tudor period to m ake it habitable and sup ply  an unique 
exam ple o f a dom estic residence such as obtained am ong 
the w ealthy in the latter part o f the reign o f H enry V III .,
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and in the earlier yea fs  o f  E lizabeth. The hall is a quad
rangular building, im perfect on the w est side, and surrounded 
b y  a moat, fed b y  springs. The side o f the quadrangle that 
faces south forms the front o f  the hall, w hich here is three 
stories h igh . A  stone bridge, on which are carved the Arm s 
o f Moreton, crosses the moat, and leads to a covered ga tew ay, 
w hich runs quite through the front into the quadrangle.

The main body o f this beautiful hall— the part on w hich 
the 16th cen tury carpenter has lavished his greatest sk ill—  
faces the spectator as he enters the quadrangle from the 
covered gatew ay. He is m uch struck  w ith  its gen era lly  novel 
and picturesque appearance, but his eyes particularly  rest on 
the tw o rich ly  decorated oriel windows or bays, that project 
out so prom inently, and run from the ground to the top of 
the build ing. T h ey  are so built that one stands in advance of, 
y et to the side of, the other, and each forms five sides o f an 
octagon.

The overhanging roofs are particu larly  picturesque, form 
ing, as th e y  do, so m any little  gablets, corresponding in 
num ber w ith  the angles in w hich the windows are disposed. 
H avin g studied, as w ell as tim e would perm it, the details o f 
the beautifu l woodwork, and h avin g noticed the va riety  o f 
ornam entation, the m ouldings on the m ullions and round 
the doors and door-posts, and the E lizabethan costumes and 
weapons o f the billm en, righ t and left o f the gatew ay, the 
attention o f the party was directed to the inscriptions over 
the oriel windows, and the date 1559, and it was stated that 
th e y  referred most probably to the erection o f the bays, and 
not to the original and main part o f the building, to w hich it 
would seem a rather earlier date should be assigned.

The large hall, the first room entered, runs the full h eig h t o f 
the house, and has an arched roof, save w here there is every 
appearance o f a m instrel g a llery  h avin g form erly existed. In 
stained glass, on the oriel windows, are the Moreton Arm s, 
and in the centre o f the room stands a handsome lon g table o f  
oak, such as is com m only seen in w ell-appointed 16th cen tury 
houses. On the side opposite the w indow  is the large open 
fire-place, and at this end is the entrance to the draw ing room. 
N otice was drawn to the tw o brackets supporting the beam
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that crosses at the junction  o f the oriel window with the room. 
One bears a crowned lion ram pant and a griffin or dragon, 
being the supporters o f  the royal arms o f the period ; the other 
has some rebused Gothic tracery on its sides.

Beyond, are the dining parlour and w itli-draw ing room. 
In the former is nothing ve ry  n o ticea b le; but the latter 
is broken on one side b y  an oriel, and has a fire-place 
running the full heigh t o f  the room, disp layin g the royal 
arm s— v iz., E ngland and F ra n ce— quarterly on a diapered 
ground, supported b y a crowned lion and griffin, w hich 
Ormerod describes as belon ging to Elizabeth.

On the side windows are some pieces o f stained glass ; 
and on the oriel is displayed a large shield and crest o f 
the Breretons.

On the eastern side o f the courtyard runs a tw o-story range 
o f buildings, in which stands the private chapel, and various 
rooms o f no great pretensions. These rooms are approached 
b y a separate spiral flight o f  stairs, and were probably used b y  
retainers and dependents o f the fam ily. The chapel runs due 
east and west, and, though only ten feet long, is divided into 
choir and nave b y  a screen in keeping w ith  the w est door, now 
surm ounted with a plastered w all running up to the roof. 
The choir has had m uch pains bestowed upon it. In the 
oblong jilaster panels on the w alls are texts, painted black 
in old E nglish  characters, as w ell as various Raphaelesque 
devices. T he roof is divided into square panels, and the 
window  at the east end is o f five-lights. A bove the entrance 
to the chapel is a sm all square-headed window, th at cannot 
fail to attract attention. It ligh ts a room over the chapel, and 
is finished w ith a receding cill, w hich, being w rought out in 
lozenge panels w ith  quatrefoil ornaments, g ives the window 
a str ik in g ly  picturesque appearance. On the south side o f  the 
courtyard a flight o f stairs, w inding round a solid beam o f oak 
that runs from the ground to the top o f the house, leads to a 
very  singular apartm ent, w hich occupies— w ith its sm all w ith 
draw ing room— the entire third story. It is g lazed  all round, 
excep t where the sm aller room jo in s on it, and m easures 
22 yards by 4 yards. T he roof is open, and its sloping sides are 
adorned w ith rafters in the form o f quatrefoils, s lig h tly  in 
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curved, and prettily  decorated; it is w ithout a fire-place. A t the 
ends are some allegorical figures, with inscriptions above, and 
on several o f the m osaic-like panes quaint couplets, scratched 
w ith a diamond, are still to be seen. T he sm all room leading 
out of it occupies the third or h igh est story o f the gatew ay 
gable. It has a fine stone fire-place, that runs to the ceilin g, 
and is ornam ented w ith the arms and crest of, v i z . :— M oreton— 
quartering M acclesfield.

Before leavin g this charm ing old mansion a visit was paid 
to the part o f  the house now occupied b y  the farm tenants, 
w here on shelves round one side o f their principal room are 
arranged the E lizabethan pew ter dinner service, w ith  the 
Moreton crest on one side, and on the other the nam es and 
rebuses o f the makers.

A  drive o f about tw o m iles brought us to A stbury, w here the 
Rector, the Rev. R. A. Corbett, most k in d ly  m et us, and in 
an in terestin g paper gave a history o f the Church. H e drew 
attention to its most strik in g features and peculiarities, and 
agreed w ith  Mr. Philip Freem an, who, in the “ Transactions 
o f the C am bridge Cam den S o ciety ,”  comes to the conclusion 
that the 13th cen tury  nave and chancel coincided w ith  the 
present northern aisle and chapel, and that this portion o f the 
present church formed the whole o f the building (supposed 
to have been erected between 1240 and 1263) until it was 
enlarged in the early  decorated period, about the year 1300.

A  church was in existence at A stbu ry at the tim e of 
the Conquest. It was granted before 1093 to the A b b ey of 
S. W erburgh at Chester, and after the Dissolution the advow- 
son w as granted to the Dean and Chapter. It afterwards 
becam e vested in the Egertons, and was sold by John Egerton, 
o f  Oulton and E gerton, to an ancestor o f the present Earl 
o f Crewe.

T he church— an exceed in gly  fine one— consists of nave, 
chancel, and aisles, and has tw o porches, one at the w est end, 
o f equal h eigh t w ith  the nave, and another on the south side, 
w ith  a room over, the same height as the aisles. A  tower 
surm ounted w ith  a spire stands on the north side. The nave 
is five bays in len gth , and is divided from the aisles b y  fine 
pointed arches, sp rin ging from clustered pillars. Over these 
is a row o f clerestory windows, obtusely pointed.
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The chancel o f two bays, w ith clerestory windows above, is 
separated from the nave and north and south chapels by 
elegan t screens of dark oak, in a very  good state o f pre
servation. Over the west screen is a handsome rood loft, 
w ith rich tr a c e r y ; and covering the whole church are roofs 
o f  oak, r ich ly  carved and ornamented, and bearing the dates 
1616 and 1701.

There are tw o rich pendants o f carved oak, one over the 
south end o f the chancel, and another over the altar. A t 
the bottom o f the latter are carved the hands and feet o f Our 
Saviour. The great east window, filled w ith painted glass, is 
to the m em ory o f a form er Rector, who died in 1858. A fter 
noticin g the inequality o f  width in the east and w est ends, a 
visit was paid to the interesting canopied tomb on the south 
side o f the yard, and a w alk  round the building brought us to 
the gate, where the carriages were w aiting to convey the 
party to Congleton.

A fter a satisfactory luncheon at the “ S w a n ”  H otel (a very  
picturesque old tim ber house), some o f the party  drove to 
G aw sw orth, passing Marton on the w ay. T he church at the 
latter place, being built en tirely  o f timber, is o f much interest, 
and w ell deserves a visit. It has a low  slop in g roof, and 
consists o f  nave w ith north and south aisles, and a chancel 
w ith  side chapels. There is a spacious porch on the south 
side, built o f timber, and open at the s id e s ; and at the w est 
end a square tow er w ith  spire, and entrance underneath, 
form s— as Mr. Bowman has sa id — a sort o f G alilee porch. 
The nave— o f three bays in len gth — is divided from the aisles 
b y  four octagonal wooden pillars, running up to the roof. 
The m oulded capitals o f these pillars, and the arched ribs 
which stretch across the nave and m eet in the centre under 
a cham fered tie-beam, are interesting.

The build in g— w ith  the exception o f the chancel— w hich was 
rebuilt in 1850 and again in 1871, dates m ainly from the middle 
o f the 14th century. It seems to have replaced an ancient 
chaun try founded by S ir  John D avenport in the tim e o f 
Edward III., and after the Dissolution w as granted to the 
Davenports, in whom it is still vested. T hough the church 
has been so long in their hands, the fam ily is represented only



b y  tw o monum ents in a very  m utilated condition. The heads 
rest on helm ets bearing the Davenport crest— a felon ’s head 
couped, round the neck a halter— and on the breast o f one and 
the low er part o f the body o f the other are the Davenport 
arm s— a chevron between three cross crosslets fitchee.

A  pleasant drive from here brought the party  to G awsworth, 
the beautiful surroundings o f w hich, w ith its picturesquely 
situated church and rectory house, pleased all im m ensely. 
The church— en tirely  rebuilt in the 15th or 16th centuries—  
now consists o f  a finely-proportioned nave— w ithout a isles— a 
chancel o f nearly the same height, and a handsome lo fty  tow er 
at the w est end— all in the perpendicular style. There is no 
chancel arch, and the screen that once separated chancel from 
nave has disappeared. The church is handsom ely finished, 
w ith battlem ents and buttresses, ending in finials w ith gro 
tesque carvin gs ; but w hat interests one most are the fine 
Fitton  tombs, and the fourteen shields on the outside o f the 
tower, w hich Dr. Renaud, o f A ld erley  E dge, has so carefu lly  
deciphered.

Tim e did not perm it our seeing the Rectory, w ith  its fine 
hall, open to the ro o f; or the Old H all, w ith its so-called 
tiltin g  ground. N or could a visit be paid to the wood, w here 
Sam uel Johnson, the eccentric dancing-m aster, was buried, 
and w here his tomb w ith its curious inscription is still to be 
seen.

T. S. G L E A D O W E .
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