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HE documents here printed appear to be a 
portion of the muniments of the family of 
Erneys, an ancient Chester family, which 

eventually ended in an heiress, who carried the lands 
and these Charters which referred to the lands, into 
the family of Norris of Speke. In the 16th Century one 
of the Astons, of Aston near Frodsham, married a 
daughter of the house of Speke, and as part of her 
dowry these Chester lands seem to have gone. From 
the time they were carried from Speke to Aston Hall 
until the present day these Charters do not appear 
to have been handled, except, possibly, by Sir Peter 
Eeycester, when compiling his “ Antiquities of Cheshire.” 
Through the kindness of Mr. Hervey Talbot of Aston 
Hall, who is the lineal descendant and represen
tative of the Astons, I have had the privilege of 
examining and transcribing some of them, and short 
abstracts in English will be here found printed. The 
originals are now safely housed in the British Museum, 
where they are being arranged and catalogued.



The documents are of very great interest, and con
stitute a practically unique collection, so far as the City 
of Chester is concerned, since nearly ioo of them relate 
to lands and houses in Chester of a date prior to the 
year 1300; and many of these are between the years 
1178 and 1250, a period which, at present, is nearly a 
blank in the history of Chester.

Another feature which renders them of great value 
is the fact that, in many cases, the original Seals 
are still attached, and in a beautiful state of preserva
tion. Several of these relate to monastic institutions in 
the City, and were unknown to the compilers of the 
Catalogue of Seals at the British Museum ; and some, 
apparently, have never been seen, or at all events 
recorded, by antiquaries before.

It would be obviously impossible within the compass 
of this paper to even begin to draw attention to the 
various points of interest in each Charter. It is scarcely 
an exaggeration to say that material for a complete 
article lies in each one of the first five. Especial 
mention, however, may be made of No. I. (reproduced 
here in facsimile) and No. V., with its wonderful list of 
seventy witnesses.

While this paper was in the press, my attention has 
been drawn to a collection of early Chester Deeds 
relating to St. Mary’s Nunnery, which are printed in 
the Volume of Patent Rolls for 1399-1401, just issued 
from the Stationery Office. These are of the utmost 
value as bearing on a number of the Charters here 
printed, and any student working at this period should 
not fail to consult them, in conjunction with the docu
ments which follow.
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Since I have occasion to differ from Canon Morris 
more than once in these pages, as to the years in which 
certain Mayors and Sheriffs filled their offices, I feel 
it only right to speak of the great debt which I, in 
common with all workers at Chester history, owe to 
Canon Morris for his invaluable book on Plantagenet 
and Tudor Chester. It is only, in the nature of things, 
that later discoveries should, occasionally, throw fresh 
light on this still very obscure period.

I. H ugh Earl o f C h ester1 to his Constable, Senes-
[c. 1178] chal, Justiciar and all his Barons, sheriffs and 

all his bailiffs and to all his men both French 
and E nglish , as w ell present as future G reeting. K n ow  ye 
that I have g iven  granted and by this m y present charter 
confirmed to Pagan nephew {nepoti) o f Isold and his heirs 
in fee and in heredity  to hold o f me and o f m y heirs the 
land w hich belonged to Lander, w hich Pagan the Sheriff 
held and w hich is between the land of Harn and the land 
o f W illiam  son o f H oldebur freely  and qu ietly  rendering 
an n u ally  X V I  pence for all services And I w ill and firm ly 
decree that the said Pagan shall be free custom ary tenant 
{liber custum arius) for that land and his heirs after him , 
and that he have full custom ary liberty  in fee and in h ered ity  
w ith quittance from toll, from ta k in g  and gu ardin g prisoners 
from ta k in g  distresses, from carryin g w rits, from doing n ig h t 
w atch and from all other custom s and vexations that he m ay 
have all custom ary liberties in all m y c ity  as freely  as a n y  o f 
m y citizen s. W itness Robert A bbot o f Chester'1 and John the 
Constable,8 W illiam  P atric,1 2 3 4 A lw red de Cum brai,5 Ralph fitz

1 Hugh Kyveliok succeeded his father iu December 1153, at which time 
he was a minor. The Pipe Rolls show that his lands were held in farm of 
the Crown down to 1162. He is said, in the Annales Cestrienses, to have 
been born as late as 1147. He was imprisoned for rebellion 1173-"; and 
died 1181.

2 Robert, Abbot, 1175-1184.
3 John de Lacy, 1172-11140.
4 William Patric, witness to Earl Hugh’s grant to Nuns of Bolinton, 

(Ormerod, Helsby, Vol. I., p. 27 ; see also footnote, p. 31). Also witness to 
Charter 1200-2 (Morris, p. 481).

5 Witness Earl Hugh’s Chatter {Ormerod., Vol. I , footnote p. 31).
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W arner,6 Richard de L u vetot,7 * Thom as D ispenser6 (.Disfiensator), 
Frutnbald de Ridford,9 Bertram  C ham berlain 10 11 (Catnerarius), 
W illiam  the C le rk 11 and m any others.

[Seal gone; traces shew it to have been 2 inches in 
diameter. Document 7! inches long x 7 inches wide].

II .  M [ary] prioress and the hum ble C onvent o f
[c 1200] H oly Nuns o f C hester to all sons o f the H oly 

M other C hurch etc. greeting. K n ow  that we have 
granted etc to G ilbert Lom besfot and L eceline his w ife and 
their heirs that m essuage [masura terrae] in the Parish o f 
St. Peters w hich is between the m essuage [masura] o f Thurstan 
the son o f John and the m essuage [masura] o f Gun ware w hich 
L in ild  the w ife o f Baldw in held, in fee etc R endering to 
God and St. M ary and to us ann ually  4 sh illin gs in silver— at 
the N ativ ity  and the N ativ ity  o f  St. John in equal portions. 
W itnesses, R. Prior o f B irkenhead [Bircheveth], A ndrew  the 
chaplain o f St. Peters, Ralph Saracen, Rualt, Randle Dubeldai, 
W illiam  son o f Alan, Robert son o f Arnew ei, Hamo son 
of W ith, W illiam  son o f W alter o f the V en ell [de Venela], 
N icholas son o f Robert, Thom as his brother, Robert son o f 
Raynold, W illiam  the C lerk  son of Robert, A ustin  [Augustinus] 
o f  St. Peter, John the C lerk  o f St. M ary, Philip  Lom besfot, 
John Lom besfot, and others.

[Large oval seal, in green w a x ; + SIGILL ECELESIE 
mo + nialis cestrie]. See No. 1 on Plate of Seals.

6 Witness to Earl Hugh’s Charter of Prestbury to St. Werburgh’s 
(Ormerod, Helsby, Vol. I., p. 27).

7 One of Randle Gernons arbitrators in dispute with Earl of Leicester, 
1151 (Ormerod, Vol. I , p. 23).

" Witness to sundry City Charters (see Morris, p. 481-2).
9 Frumbald, witness to Earl Hugh’s Charter (Ormerod, Vol. 1., p. 27).

10 Bertram Chamberlain, witness to Earl Hugh’s Charter (Ormerod, 
Vol. I., p. 27).

11 William the Clerk, witness to Earl Hugh’s Charter (Ormerod, Vol. 1., 
p. 27).
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III. S cia n tetc . Thom as son o f Richard son o f Ralph 
[c. 1220]. g rants to John son o f Norman for 14J m arks in

silver four shops against [contra] the C hurch of 
St. Peter, nam ely those tow ards the C hurch o f St. W erburgh. 
R endering annually to grantor 4d. at the Feast of the N ativ ity  
o f  St. John Baptist, W ith  freedom to alienate w ithout licence. 
W itnesses Philip de O rreb y1 then Justiciar o f Chester, Stephan 
Frenelle then S h eriff o f C hester,1 2 W illiam  the C lerk, Ralph 
Saracen, Germ ain D ubeldey, Robert son o f F.rney [H 'n is], 
Bertram Mercer, L uke son o f Norman, W illiam  son of Norman, 
and others.

[Small round seal, in green w a x ; four heads of 
eared-corn, arranged cross-wise, with lanceolate leaves 
alternating; legend, +  s ’ THOME F ’ r i c a r d ],

IV. U niversis etc. H u g h 3 etc Abbot o f C hester 
\c 1225] etc- g rant to Sim on son o f W illiam  of Spaldin g

[Sfialdinges] three bovates o f land in the v ill o f 
M orsetun, tw o bovates w hich Orm the Cham berlain held and 
one bovate w hich Swein held w ith all appurtenances etc 
and one m essuage in C hester against [contra] the gate  o f 
St. W erburgh, w hich Richard o f Grendon [Gretidun] held. 
R endering ann ually  to the house o f St. W erburgk h a lf a m ark 
o f silver at tw o terms, viz. S .S . Peter and Paul and St. M artin. 
W itnesses, H ugh the Subprior, W illiam  of W allasey [de Waley], 
Robert o f W eston [de W est’ ] , Thom as o f Chedle [de Chelleia], 
R oger Frend,4 Philip  de Orreby then Justiciar, Peter the C lerk , 
Richard the Sheriff,5 M aster Alan the Official, M aster John o f 
St. Mary, Master H ugh the Y o u n ger [Juvene], Robert o f P in ch 
beck [de Pincebec], Richard Sw ineherd [Porcarius], G ilbert son 
o f Geoffrey, and others.

[Two vesica-shaped seals : (1) a figure of St. Werburgh 
in grave-cloths, legend, s i g i l l v m : s a n t e : [w e r b ] v r g e :

1 He appears to have been Justiciar between the years 1209 and 1228 
(Ormerod, Vol. I., p. 61).

2 Canon Morris mentions this Sheriff as inttr 1202-31.
3 Hugh Grylle, Abbot of Chester from 1208 to 1226.
4 Roger Frend was a monk, and eventually became Abbot 1240-1249.
5 Richard the Sheriff—probably Richard Pierpont, Sheriff of Cheshire.



v i r g i n i s  ; (2) an Abbot, legend, s i g i l l v m  h v g o n i s . 

a b b a t i s  CESTr [i e ?] secretinn, a classical gem, legend, 
+ GRACIA DEI SVM i d  q v o d  s v m ] .6 See Nos. 5, 3, and 
4 on Plate of Seals.

V. N otum  sit etc. Adam  son o f Hamon son o f
[c 1225] H erbert the Skin ner [P e lli  P a r ti] o f  Chester 

[in Cestria] quitclaim s in full Portinoot to N icholas 
son o f H erbert and his heirs all his lands w ithin the w alls o f 
C hester and outside for three m arks o f silver g iven  in hand. 
W itnesses, Philip de Orrebi then ju stic iar o f C hester, P[eter] 
the C lerk , C hancellor o f the Earl, R ichard then sheriff, 
Richard o f R ochester [de Rouchist' or RoutherisP\, Bertram  
the Cham berlain, A n ketil [H ancketin] o f Pulford, Ham o son 
o f W ith, Athelard of Rundris, Martin o f Rhuddlan [Ruthelen], 
W illiam  de Bello campo, H ugh son of Jan, John Person, Robert 
Bras, Roger Harre, W illiam  the C lerk , H ugh son o f Buchard, 
W illiam  Oxford [O x'n ], Andrew  Russel, N icholas o f K en t, 
H ugh K ibus, Alan son of Roald, Bertram  his brother, John de 
W icc ’ [?], H ugh son of the Priest [Sac’d ’ ], Toui, R oger Person 
[.P'son ], Roger the Sm ith, Robert son of H erward, Richard of 
B am ville [de Pamvile], John the G oldsm ith [A u rifa b ’], W illiam  
Mercer [M ercen'], W illiam  S lop ’ [?], H ugh son o f Ralph, 
Kulotli, Adam  the Chaplain, Jerm ain and W illiam  his brother, 
H ugh Stape, John the C lerk, Thom as the C lerk , Brice and 
A ndrew  his brother, Sim on of Kend, W illiam  son o f Andrew, 
Thurstan son o f Oscot, G eoffrey son of M assel’ , Robert son of 
Thurstan D uke [Due], Richard his brother, Richard son of 
Pain, John son of the N orthm an [N orthm '] and W illiam  his 
brother, G rego ry  G alioch, F u lk , H am elin, Roger C aiep [?], 
Daniel, H ugh W o lf [Lupus], Bertram  the C lerk , Robert C lerk  
o f K irkeb y , Richard C lerk  o f H eswall [Heslewalle], G rego ry  o f 
K en t, Sim on Phales, Suan the C lerk, Jan Pec, Thom as the 
C lerk  of H aw arden 7[?], W illiam  the W hite B aker [albo Furner], * 1

6 The legend on the Secretum is from the Vulgate, 1 Cor. xv., 10; the 
full text is Gratia autem Dei sum id quod sum.

1 This entry is obscure, and runs : Thoma cler Har’ or Bar’. It may be 
either Thomas the Clerk of Hawarden or of Barrow ; or it may even be that 
there should be a full stop between cler and the next word, in which case it 
should read as two separate names : Thomas the Clerk and Bar. or Har.
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W illiam  Sadler o f S h rew sb ury \_Seler' de Slofisb'], A ndrew  
son o f H erbert, Robert son o f Sim on, Richard son o f Philip. 
And so that this quit claim  m ay stand etc I have placed 
m y seal and at the same tim e Richard the S h eriff aforesaid 
has im pressed his.

[Seal in green wax, abont the size of a four shilling 
piece; the central circle is occupied with a cross, com
posed of four ears of wheat, joined in centre with a 
small circular ornament; the four blank spaces are each 
filled with three dots; legend +  SIGILLV a d e : F i l i i : 

h a m o i s : The secretum, a bird (? cock) standing on a 
goblet; legend + s i g i l l  r i c a r d i  c l i  d e  p e r p o n 1] .

VI. U niversis etc.1 2 N icholas Sarazen son o f Robert 
[c 1230] Sarazen grants to Sarlin  o f W in chester his land

in Gose lane n ext to the land o f A ndrew  son of 
W arin w hich contains in front [in fro n te]  48 feet and in len gth  
[in longititudine] 60. Render 5/- annually. W itnesses, Richard 
the Sheriff o f Chester, Ralph Sarazen the younger [R adulfo  
J u n ' Sarazen'], Richard son o f Ralph, H ugh his brother, H ugh 
Bucliard, Hudard son of M atthew, Robert son o f H eduin, 
“  M aliracio K o d d " [? ] , John Lodi, A lexander son of Picot, 
Roger the Sm ith [fa b ro ] and his son Sim on, Roger the C lerk  
and others.

VII. Sciant etc. A gnes w ife o f Robert o f Oxford 
[c 1230] [ye Oxonia] in liege poustey quitclaim s in full

portm ote o f C hester to Richard son o f E rnise all 
her lands in Chester w hich Robert o f Oxford her husband 
sold to grantee v iz. the land w hich lies between the land o f 
Bertram  M ercer and the land o f G u y the Pilgrim  [Ido P elerin], 
W itnesses, Frednell then sheriff o f Chester, R ichard de 
K egw orth  [ Cagzor’ ], M aster H ugh, Robert Bras, Roger Herre,

1 The lettering of this inscription is noticeable. Extended it should read 
Sigillum Richardi (clericiJ de Perpont. The introduction of the word clericus 
after the Christian name, instead of after the surname, is unusual.

2 This charter is from the Moore Collection, now in the possession of the 
Liverpool Corporation.



W illiam  the C lerk, Thom as the Cham berlain, Robert son of 
Ernise, Robert son o f Robert son o f E rnw ey, A ndrew  his 
brother, Bertram  M ercer, R aynold Bras, Robert de H okenhull, 
R oger the Sm ith, W alter Buchard, H ugh son o f A ndrew  
Gardin, then Judges o f the Portm ote o f Chester, Basset the 
C lerk , and others.

[Round seal, in white wax (broken), bearing in the 
centre either an eagle with wings elevated, or a griffin 
passant regardant],

VIII. Sciant etc. Sim on son o f E lene daughter o f
[c 1230] Francis Balle grants to H ugh de E ecy  citizen  o f 

Chester a m essuage in Chester ly in g  between the 
m essuage w hich  belonged to John son of N icholas Orne[?] 
and the m essuage w hich belonged to Austin  [ A  ugustinus] son 
o f Ivo \_Yuonis], R endering annually to grantor one pair o f 
w hite gloves or an halfpenny at E aster, doing the services due 
and accustom ed to S ir H enry de A u d ley  [A lditheleg ]. For this 
gran t he gave to the said H ugh six  m arks o f silver and a 
h a lf and one tunic [tunica]. W itnesses, Stephen Frednel then 
Sheriff, Ham o the Seneschall [Dis£ensator\ then his fe llow ,1 
Philip  the C lerk, S ir H enry de A udley, Robert de R ithale [?], 
W illiam  the C lerk, Robert son of E rnis, Richard his brother, 
Sim on de K ent. N icholas his brother, Robert son o f Thurstan, 
W alter B uchart, Ralph son o f the Sheriff [?], R oger the C lerk  
and others.

[Circular seal, in green wax, a flenr-de-lys ; legend 
S i g i l l  S i m o n i s  f i l  E LIn e ] , See No. 6 on Plate of 
Seals.

IX. Sciant etc. Laurence the Y oun ger \Junior\ sells
[c 1230] f ° r three m arks in silver to W illiam  Saracen his 

land in Chester ly in g  between the land o f the 
said W illiam  and the land of the N uns and Gerrards la n e 1 2 
[ Gerardislon’ ] . P ayin g ann ually  to the A bbot o f  C hester

1 We have here the earliest example hitherto known of two Sheriffs.
2 Gerards lane was, roughly speaking, parallel with Northgate Street, 

behind the Town Hall.
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14 pence in silver at the F east o f St. Thom as the Apostle. 
W itnesses, Stephan Frenell [Fres’ ~\ then Sheriff o f C hester, 
W illiam  the C lerk, Ham und Herre, M aster Thurstan, G eoffrey 
the C lerk, and others.

[Small round seal, in green wax, a star of eight 
points; legend + sgil lavrencii ivven is].

X. To all sons o f the H o ly  M other C hurch to whom
[c 1240] 1 these presents m ay com e Brother Roger, then 

Prior o f the H ospital o f St. John o f C hester 
w ithout the N orthgate, and the Brethren there servin g God 
send greetin g  in the Lord. K now  all men that w e b y  the 
common counsel and consent o f our chapter have given  
and conceded and by this our present charter confirmed to 
W illiam  de Bacfort, son of Adam  the Parson, and his heirs 
our land w hich we have b y  the g ift  o f Sir Adam  de Gerstan 
for his hom age and serv ice— to w it the m essuage o f E dric 
son of A uel and the croft appertaining thereto and one croft 
in w hich  are five acres w hich extend unto the lord ’s m eadow 
and the m oiety o f  the fishery w hich is between the fishery 
o f  Robert son o f Thurstan and the fishery o f Thurb. To 
have and to hold etc., rendering ann ually  tw elve pence in 
silver  at St. M artin. W itnesses, Adam  de G erstan, Adam  de 
A y n u ll’ (probably A yn u ll[vesd ale]), A lan de Mosse, R ichard 
de L iuerp ul, H en ry de Thorint[on], R ichard de B ikerstat, 
Adam  th e C lerk  o f Bacfort, and m any others.

[Contem porary endorsem ent] C harter o f the Prior o f  the 
H ospital o f Chester concerning the land o f Gerstan m ade to 
W . de Bacforde.

[Attached to the deed is a fine impression of the 
Convent seal (see No. 11 on Plate of Seals), including 
the lamb and cross within a circle, held in the Saint’s 
right hand, as shewn in Canon Morris’s book (“ Plan- 
tagenet Chester,” p. 154). Fortunately the inscription

1 A  reference to the Coucher Book of Whalley, p. 578, shews this same 
charter, which is followed on p. 580 by a confirmation of a subsequent grant 
of the same land made by William de Backford, dated 1240. It is clear, 
therefore, that this charter must be earlier than 1240; probably, however, only 
a year or two.

C
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is better preserved in this impression, and reads as 
follows : s i g i l l  s a n c t i  i o h [a n n i s ] h o p i t : c e s [t r i e ] —  

between the last two words the circle containing the 
lamb is intruded],

XI. Sciant etc. Thom as son o f Thom as K yd e quit-
[c. 1240] claim s to G ilbert de Spaldin g all his land in 

Chester in the venal leading towards the G range 
of the Abbot and C on ven t o f St. W erburgh in C hester on the 
south side [versus australi~\ ly in g  between the land w hich 
belonged to Richard son o f Pagan and the land w hich  belonged 
to John the B ailiff o f Blacon [Blakene~\. Consideration three 
m arks. W itnesses, W illiam  the C lerk, Germ an D ubelday, 
W illiam  Saracen, Thom as Cham berlain, Robert son o f Ernise, 
Randle o f Oxford [Oxonia], W alter o f C oventry, R oger son o f 
F u lk , W illiam  B ercio[?], A lexander Herre, G u y [_ Wydo] son o f 
H am o, John son o f O sgot, W illiam  of St. Botolph, and m any 
others.

[Round seal, in green w a x; a fleur-de-lys ; legend,
+  s ’ TOME FIL TOME KYDE].

X II. Sciant etc. H en ry S a cris ta n 1 [Secrisia] o f •
[c 1240] Chester, chaplain grants to A lice sister o f Robert 

K el a certain burgage in the v ill o f C hester w ith 
out the walls, v iz  that w hich lies in breadth between the land 
of John H urkel and the land o f C ecilia  C onsuterti [?] and in 
len gth  from the foss o f Chester w all [a fossato m u ri Cestrie~]1 2 to 
the road w hich leads from the E ast G ate tow ards the C hurch 
o f St. John to hold to h erself and her heirs begotten between 
her and W illiam  the T ailor [ Cissor] grantors son, w ith  re
m ainder in case o f default to said A lice  and her r ig h t heirs. 
R endering to grantor ann ually  one pair o f w hite gloves at 
the Feast o f N ativ ity  o f St. John B aptist and to the House 
o f St. M ary’s N uns in C hester three sh illin gs in silver at two

1 Henry Secrista’, perhaps the Sacristan of St. John’s [see Matilda de la 
Hay’s Charter, c. 1256].

2 Foss of Chester Wall. Canon Morris says this refers to the foss dug 
during the Barons’ War.
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term s viz. i8d. at Christm as and i8d. at N ativ ity  o f St. John 
Baptist. W itnesses, W illiam  the C lerk , Germ ain D ubilday, 
Randle o f Oxford, Robert son o f E rn eys \Hernici%\, W alter 
son o f Bochard, H enry H en it’ [?] o f  M iddlewich, N igel the 
Palm er [P alm ifero], Richard le M ynur, Robert le Porter, 
H ugh son o f W alter, Robert Thow e, Roger son o f F u lk , 
and others.

[Seal gone],

X III. Sciant etc. G ilbert P igot son o f W illiam  P igot 
[c 1240] grants to John son o f John son o f Norman all

that land that lies between Bereward Lone and 
the land o f G eoffrey M azelin in the C ity  o f C hester for 10/-. 
R endering ann ually  i2d. at the Feast o f the N ativ ity  o f St. John 
Baptist. W itnesses, Stephen Freynel then Sheriff o f C hester, 
W illiam  the C lerk, Germ an D ubelday, W alter Pincel, Robert 
son o f Ernis, Bassett the C lerk, Roger son o f F u lk  the C lerk , 
and others.

[* Small round seal, in green wax; full diam. i T\  in .; 
a beast (either a talbot, lion, or wolf) passant sinister,
a crescent in chief; legend, +  s i g i l l .....................................

. . got].

X IV. Sciant etc. Adam  M ustel2 dem ises to Ronulph 
(c 12501. Esseburne [?] clerk  h a lf a m essuage in Chester

etc. w hich other h a lf R[onduph] h im self holds 
o f S ir  W illiam  de C orten ay and Joan his w ife, viz. w hich  lies 
between the m essuage o f H enry B yberinenlis and th at o f 
Laurence Y o u n g [Juvenis], R endering 5/- in silver at two 
term s (Sl M ichael and Easter) for all duties and custom s etc 
excep t rent o f fair booths etc. W itnesses S ir  H enry M ustel, 
Peter o f  S tap ley  [de Stafielleya], W alter L in eth ” o f C hester, 
R ichard the C lerk, John U rkel then Sheriff o f Chester, John 
le Noble, Robert de W yco. 1 2 3

1 This seal is designed with much freedom, and the beast has a long tail, 
gracefully curved.

2 Under Egerton Family (“ Cheshire Visitation,” 1580, Rylands, p. 92), 
Adam Mustel occurs temp. H. 3, as holding lands in Nantwich.

3 Though it is not so stated, this Walter Lineth or Lynnett was no doubt 
Mayor of Chester, with Richard the Clerk and John Urkel as Sheriffs.

C 2
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[Small round seal, in green w ax; ten roundels (4, 3, 
2, and 1); legend, + s . . . M. d e : m v s  . . . ].
See No. 10 on Plate of Seals.

X V. Om nibus etc. Robert son o f M atthew  w ith  the
[1251] consent o f his w ife and his heirs dem ises to 

C ice ly  G odew eith a certain piece o f land in 
C hester ly in g  between the land of W alter Pointel and the 
land of H ugh o f Hoole [de Hole~\ in “ E stgate  strete”  for a term 
begin n in g at M ichaelm as A .G . 12511 for tw o m arks o f silver, 
and en ding at E aster n ext follow ing. W itnesses Robert the 
W ise M ercer [le j>' de m ’cer’ \,2 Stephen Saracen, then Sheriffs 
o f Chester, Randle o f O xford [de Oxonia\, then Cham berlain, 
Randle D ubleday, John son o f H urkil, John o f N ew castle, 
Richard Pain, A lexander Herre, and others.

[Seal gone].

X VI. Sciant etc. John son o f Thurstan son o f Lece 
[c 1255] £rants to Yseude form erly w ife o f P eter C olefox 

w idow  all his part in that land w hich Thurstan 
son o f L ece le ft to A lice  his daughter and w hich after the 
death o f the said A lice was divided b y  final concord between 
grantor and G eoffrey son o f Robert son o f Thurstan, v iz that 
part w hich lies between the land w hich belonged to Ralph 
H arper [ Citharedus] and the land w hich belonged to Lece wife 1 2

1 This is the first dated charter in the series, and the date may be fixed 
with confidence as being a few days before Michaelmas 1251. We are thus 
able to definitely supply the names of two Sheriffs earlier than any hitherto 
existing.

2 The name is a curious one. Elsewhere it occurs in extenso, and is 
Robert le Prude Mercer. This has been translated by some as the Proud 
Mercer, an impossible rendering, Prude, at this time, having the significa
tion of wise, discreet, or great, but not proud. He is probably identical with 
the Robert le Mercer and Robert Mercenarius who occurs frequently for the 
next thirty or forty years. Mercenarius has also been mistranslated by foimer 
writers, being rendered “ the Mercenary.”  Du Cange, however, shows that 
mercenatius is only another form of Mercerius and Mercator. In the 
Annales Cestriensis (Rec. Soc., Vol. XIV., p. 86), is a curious reference to 
this Sheriff, where he is called quisdam maledictus nomine Roberti Merceri 
tunc vicecomes civitatis, because he urged the pulling down of certain houses 
belonging to St. Werburgh, in Bog Lane, as a step in the defence of the city.
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o f Robert son o f Sim on. P ayin g 3d. annually to the C h ie f 
Lords and 4/4 to the N uns o f Chester. Consideration 2 m arks 
and 4od. W itnesses, Richard the C lerk then M ayor, Robert 
M ercer and Stephen Saracen, Sheriffs, Robert H arald, W illiam  
Freinelle, Richard C olefox, Thom as de L in ch  [?], W illiam  
Painter \_Pictor\, A lexande Harre.

[Circular seal, in brown w a x; an eagle, statant regar
dant, with one wing extended; legend, s: ioh: Fil : 
T V R ST A N l].

X V II. Sciant etc. M atilda form erly w ife o f John son 
[c. 1255]. Thurstan son o f Lece in pure widowhood q u it

claim s to L ad y  Y seude w ife o f  W illiam  Pinson 
[ P i ’cu '] all lands w hich John her husband and G eoffrey Corin 
sold to the said Y seude in “  N orgatestrete ”  in Chester, and 
w hich  land lies between the land w hich belonged to John 
Grund and the land w hich belonged to John A rnw ay [E rniw ei], 
W itnesses, R ichard the C le rk * 1 then M ayor o f Chester, Richard 
de Orebi and Robert M ercer [M ’cer ’ ] then sheriffs, Philip  
the C lerk , Robert H arald, H ugh Cardi, A lexan der H arre, and 
others.

[Seal gonej.

X V III. U n iversis etc. L ad y  [Domino.] M atilda de la 
[c 1256] H ay prioress o f  the H oly N uns o f C hester and 

the C on ven t etc. gran t to W illiam  son o f H en ry 
the Chaplain  form erly sacristan o f the C hurch o f St. John in 
C hester for his hom age and service a certain plot o f land in 
St. John Street Chester w ith  all build in gs etc. ly in g  between 
the land o f John U lkel and the land o f W arin son o f H alden 
w hich W ih t Palm er gave to us w ith  E va his daughter. R en 
dering ann ually  three sh illin gs in silver at the 2 term s, viz. 
the N ativ ity  and the N ativ ity  o f St. John Baptist. W itnesses, 
W illiam  the C le r k 1 M ayor o f C hester, W illiam  Sarazen, G e r

1 We have again here a Mayor and two Sheriffs who do not appear in 
Canon Morris’ list. If this list can be relied on, the date of the above charter 
must be before 1256, from which date the list is complete.

1 According to Canon Morris William Clerk was Mayor about 1251.



2 6  D O C U M E N T S  R E L A T IN G  T O  C H E S T E R  IN  T H E

main D oubleday [.Dubbeld’], A ndrew  son o f H urel, Robert 
his brother, Robert Bussel, Dimoc son o f Brice, R aynold son 
o f R aynold the Sm ith, and others.

[Large vesica-shaped seal, in green w a x; virgin and
child; leg en d ,.................... conven . . . .  livm

cestrie].3 *

X IX . 1 Om nibus etc. H ugh de Len grants to Dore 
[c 1256] daughter o f Robert son o f E rn eys [H ern isii] for

her hom age etc all that land in E astgate  S treet 
[in vico orientali]  in Chester w hich grantor bought o f Simon 
son o f Helen ly in g  between the land w hich belonged to Austin  
[A  ugustinus] son o f Ivo [ Yvonis] and the land w hich belonged 
to John Blund. R endering annually to Sir H ugh de A u d ley  
[.A lditheleg] and his heirs i2d. in silver and to gran to r’s 
heirs a pair o f w hite gloves or one halfpenny. W itnesses, 
S ir W illiam  the C lerk  then M ayor o f Chester, Adam  V intner 
[ V init'\  then Sheriff, Germ an Dobeldai, Randle o f Oxford 
[de Oxon ' ], R oger son o f F u lk , Robert son o f E rnew ay, 
Bertram  o f Shrew sbury [de S a lis b u r y ] ,  Robert son o f Thur- 
stan, W alter Buchard, W alter o f C oventry, R ichard and 
G ilbert Saracen, Sim on o f K ent, N icholas his brother, John 
Blund, Richard son o f E rn eys [H ernise], Pagan o f B ucklow  
[1de Boclou’], Bertram  the C lerk , A lexander H arre [ H ’ re], 
and others.

[Seal small round, in green w ax; an animal passant; 
legend, sig il: hvgonis de len].

X X . 5Sciant etc. W ym arc form erly w ife o f John 
jy J257] Tailor [Cissor] in pure widowhood etc. grants to

H ugh Tailor [Cissor] h a lf her house, that h a lf 
nearer the land o f Ralph H arding w hich lies behind the se ld a 6 
o f John Grund, in len gth  from the said selda to the house 
w here he lives 27 feet clear [pedes palpates] and i f  the said

3 A  poor example of the second seal of the Convent.
1 Compare Charter No. X X IX ., dated 1274.
5 Compare Charter No. X XVII.
6 For the meaning of selda, see this Journal, Vol. VIII. N.S., p. 51.
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W ym arc at the fair o f St. M ichael throw  down the w all, w ithin 
the w all six  and a h a lf feet in length . Consideration m arks. 
R endering ann ually  to grantor |d . at the N ativ ity  o f St. John 
Baptist. W itnesses, ’ Richard the C lerk  then M ayor o f C h es
ter, Stephen Saracen, John H ulkel then Sheriffs, Bertram  of 
Shrew sbury [de slop'burl, Robert the Mercer, John Faund [?].

[Vesica-shaped seal, in green wax; an eight-pointed 
star; legend, +  s’ w i m a r c  f i l : r o b e r t i ],

[Endorsed Carte de t’re Wymarci le Taylur ; contem
porary endorsement].

X X I. Sciant etc. M argery Faukes quitclaim s to
[c. 1260]. Richard of Rhuddlan [de Ruthelati] citizen  o f

C hester all her righ t to that land w hich Luce 
her daughter gave to the said Richard, v iz  the land w hich lies 
n ext the land o f Beatrice daughter o f Pagan in E astgate  S treet 
[in magno vico orientali\  in Chester. W itnesses, eRichard the 
C lerk  and G ilbert M arescall then Sheriffs, W alter de C oventre, 
Randle o f Oxford [de O xon'\  Robert the Mercer, Robert o f 
Hoole, Sim on o f K ent, H ugh Cardi, A lexander Harre, and 
others.

[Vesica-shaped seal, in green w ax; a floral design ; 
legend, . . . .  ER IE . . . SPELL . . ].

X X II.  S cian t etc. Robert son o f Robert son o f Sim on
[c. 1260]. grants to W alter Brian certain land in “ N orgate

strete”  ly in g  between the land o f John Blund and 
the land o f Robert T ailor [Talliatorii] opposite the c ity  gate 
o f  St. W erburgh. R endering ann ually  to grantor one h a lf
penn y at the N ativ ity  o f St. John Baptist and for th is gran t 
W alter g ives 7 m arks. W itnesses, Richard the C le rk 7 8 9 then

7 According to Canon Morris these were Mayor and Sheriffs in 1256-7.
8 According to Canon Morris these two Sheriffs were for the year 1260-1, 

in which year Walter of Coventry is said to have been Mayor. If this latter 
point is correct, it is cnrious to find him here following the Sheriffs as witness 
without describing himself as Mayor.

s The Mayor and Sheriffs here mentioned do not agree with any in 
Canon Morris’ list ; possibly the year should be 1260, or even earlier.



M ayor, Robert the M ercer and Stephen Saracen then Sheriffs, 
Randle o f O xford [de O xon'\  Robert H arald, H ugh Tailur, 
H ugh Kide, Richard de Knaresbure, H ugh Cardi, A lexander 
H arre, and others.

[Seal gone].

X X III.  Om nibus etc. L ad y  \Domina] A lice de la H aye 
[c. 1265]. Prioress o f the N uns at C hester and the C onvent

there gran t to M argery E rn eys form erly w ife o f 
Richard o f Rhuddlan [de Rothelan] a certain piece o f land in 
the C ity  o f C hester w hich  the said Richard gave to grantors in 
pure and perpetual alm s in St. W erb u rgh ’s lane in Chester 
ly in g  between the land o f H enry nephew o f the Sj Richard and 
the land o f Bartholom ew  the Goldsm ith. R endering ann ually  
four sh illings in silver at tw o term s, N a tiv ity  o f our Lord and 
N a tiv ity  o f  St. John Baptist and besides this the said M argery 
E rn eys and her heirs or assigns to find one lam p in the 
dorm itory for the N uns servin g God and St. M ary there. 
W itnesses, Richard the C lerk  then M ayor o f C hester, W illiam  
o f H awarden [de H aurdin\ and Roger Throsle then Sheriffs,1 
Robert the Prude M ercer,1 2 M atthew  o f D aresbury, Robert 
H arald, John U lkil, John Noble, Adam  G odew ecc, John 
Grund, A lexan der H arre.

[Large vesica-sliaped seal, in green w ax; the virgin 
(crowned) with child, and sceptre in her right hand ; 
legend, + sigillum conven . . . .  monialium 
CESTrie].3 See No. 2 on Plate of Seals.

X X IV .  Om nibus etc. Alan son o f H an r’ [?Andrew ] 
[c 1267] W h ytem ay o f Chester grants to Y th e ll the T ailor

[Cissor] o f Chester a certain piece o f land in Flesh- 
m ongeres lone, w hich the said H an r’ gran to r’s father gave

1 Again we have a Mayor anil Sheriffs not in the list. Apparently 
Richard Rhuddlan was alive about 1260, vide Charter No. X X I.

2 See Note 2, Charter XV.
3 This is a very fine example of the second seal of the Nunnery, also, 

apparently, hitherto unknown. There is no reference to it in the British 
Museum Catalogue ; nor in the Rev. W. H. Massey’s Paper on “ Seals,” in 
the Chester Archeological Journal, Vol. II., p. 149.
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to grantor ly in g  between the land o f Richard o f Frodsham  and 
the land w hich the said Y th e ll bought from H ’n r’ gran to r’s 
brother. R endering ann ually  Ad. and to the house o f St. Jam es 
o f Birkehened tw o shillings and 3d of silver at 2 term s. C o n 
sideration for gran t 9 m arks. W itnesses, Richard the C lerk  
then M ayor,1 O liver o f Stocton, then Sheriff, Stephan Saracen, 
Robert H arald, John Grund, M atthew  de D aresburi, Adam  
G odew eyt, H ugh Cardi, John the Noble, Randle the C lerk , 
Thom as Lolot, John the Chaplain, and others.

[Circular seal, in green wax ; an eagle to sinister, one 
wing elevated ; legend, [s’] alani . qviTEnai].

X X V . Sciant etc. Yseuda w ife of W illiam  Pinsun
[c. 1267]. grants to Roger son o f R oger de B agen h old 1 2 all 

her land in “  N ordgatestrete ”  in C hester w hich  
she bought from G eoffrey son o f Robert son o f Thurstan son of 
Lece and from John son o f Thurstan son o f L ece w hich lies 
betw een the land o f John A rn ew ay and John Grund. R endering 
ann ually  one halfpenn}' and to the ch ie f lords 3d. and three- 
quarters “  de londgaubil ”  and to the N uns o f C hester 4/4 in 
silver. W itnesses, S ir Robert de Stokep ort,3 S ir W illiam  
P atric ,4 5 S ir  W illiam  de W istaneston, K ts ., Richard the C lerk , 
then M ayor, W illiam  de S isto n ’ , O liver de Stoctone, Sheriffs,3 
Stephan Saracen, Robert the Mercer, Robert o f Hoole, Robert 
H arald, H ugh C ardi, John Grund, Thom as Lollote, then 
Judges o f the Portm oot o f Chester, R eynold H erneys, Thom as 
the C lerk  o f W ybu n b u ry [W ibbre' bury].

[Vesica-shaped seal, in green wax; a fleur de lys ; 
legend, [s’] ysvevde  fil ’ galf iincelin  [?] ].6

1 Again we have a Mayor and Sheriff' who do not agree with Canon 
Morris’ list, unless his Oliver Cotton is a mistake for Oliver Stocton ; in 
which case the document should be dated 1266-7.

2 Query for Bagnall.
8 Living as late as 1270. Earwaker’s “ East Cheshire,” Vol. I., p. 343.
4 Of the family of the Barons of Malpas. Living in 1278 (Ctrmerod, 

Vol. II., p. 593).
5 Not in Canon Morris’ lis t; probably about 1267,
6 This last word may be for Lancelyn.
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X X V I. Om nibus etc. Robert son o f Richard E rneys, 
[c 1268] ackn ow ledges that he is bound in 3/- to the 

C hurch  o f St. Peter and the Parishioners o f the 
same church to p ay  at two terms, v iz ., i8d. at M ichaelm as and 
i8d. at Annunciation, to find tw o w ax can d les1 [thorchias cere] 
for the said church servin g the altar o f St. Peter at the liftin g  
up of the body o f the Lord for the soul o f R ichard of Rhuddlan 
[de Rothelan] and for the souls o f his ancestors and all the 
fa ith fu l at the provision of honest men o f the said Parish, such 
as the said Richard o f Rhuddlan used to find for a certain land 
in “ E stg a te strete”  ly in g  between the land o fB ea trice  daughter 
o f Pagan and the land of John Grund. R endering ann ually  to 
the ch ie f lord o f the said land for “  londgabul ”  5d. and to 
Luce daughter of Philip  Skin ner \_Pelhpar’ '] and her heirs 
id . in silver. W itnesses, W illiam  o f H awardin C lerk  and 
O liver o f Trafford [de Trofford] then Sheriffs,1 2 3 Robert M ercer, 
Robert H arald, John Grund, Richard o f S tirchelegh  [?], Randle 
o f A stb u ry [Assebury] C lerk, H. Cardi, Robt. Brasce, Thom as 
Loloth, W alter the Chaplain, and others.

[Seal gone].

X X V II. sS cian t etc. John form erly son o f H ugh the 
\c 1271] T ailor [Cissor] o f C hester grants to Robert E rn eys 

son o f Richard E rneys and his heirs etc. his selda 
\celda\ w hich his father le ft him  w hich was form erly h a lf o f  
the house o f W ym arc form erly the w ife o f John the T ailor 
[le Taylur\, w hich h a lf house is nearer the land w hich form erly 
belonged to Ralph H arding w hich  lies behind the selda o f John 
G rund, and contains in len gth  from the said selda to the house, 
tw enty-seven  feet clear [pedespalpatos~\ w here the said W ym arc 
used to live, and i f  the w all be pulled down at the Fair 
o f  St. M ichael w ithin  the w all then six  feet and a h a lf  
[in addition]. R endering ann ually  to the heirs o f W ym arc £d.

1 “ We do not realise at once how much of added and imposing ceremo
nial is involved in the addition, in the I2thand 13th Centuries, of the single 
act of the elevation of the Host and Chalice, with its accompanying lights and 
torches, censings, bell-ringings, and genuflexions ” (Edmund Bishop, “ Genius 
of the Roman Rite,”  p. 10).

2 Sheriffs from 1267 to 1269.
3 Compare Charter No. X X .



and to grantor 6 peppercorns. Consideration five m arks 
in silver. W itn esses,4 5 John A rn ew ey then M ayor, M atthew  
o f D aresbury, W illiam  Cosin then Sheriffs, Richard C lerk, 
Stephan Saracen, Robert H arald, Adam  Godewet, John G rand, 
John Norman, John Cardi, Stephan Tailor [Cissor'].

[Small circular seal, in green w ax; a flower with six 
petals; legend, [s. i o ] h n i [s ] f i : h v g : c i s s o r i s ].

X X V III. Sciant etc. R oger o f  Mold {de M on talt] Senes- 
[c 1272] chal Chester grants to Sim on o f Pulford one 

h a lf o f all the lands etc. w hich W illiam  o f the Ash 
[de F ra xin u s\  form erly held in the vale o f Mold ly in g  between 
the lands o f W illiam  of Few nes and Richard le Breth etc. and 
he further grants the said Sim on nine acres o f land etc. ly in g  
n ext to “ A d am h ish eth ”  in the said va lley  [va/le]. To hold etc. 
w ith husbot and heybote etc. in Mold woods etc. R endering 
ann ually  14/- to grantor at the F east o f the N ativ ity  o f  St. John 
B aptist and the Feast St. Martin savin g to grantor r ig h t o f 
pannage and m ulture at gran to r’s m ill in the vale o f  M old and 
suits at gran to r’s courts tw ice ann ually  v iz. the great Courts 
at St. M ichael and E aster. Suits only to be in E n g lish  and 
not in W elsh. W itnesses, S ir  Raynold de G rey  then Justiciar 
o f C hester and Richard de M ascy K t., Richard Streche, W m . 
le Rewede, Robt. o f H uyton, Ralph C orbyn, R ichard le Breth, 
and others.

[Small oval seal, in green w a x; a fine classical gem ; 
legend, + s’ r o g e r i  d e  m o h a v t ] .

X X IX . “ Om nibus etc. Robert de Rene son and heir o f 
[c 1274] H ugh de Rene . . . .  grants to Dore form erly 

w ife o f H ugh de Rene all that land w hich  H ugh 
gran to r’s father gave to the said Dore for the term  o f h is life, 
to hold o f grantor, rendering ann ually  a pair o f w hite g lo ves 
or a h alfpen n y and to S ir Jam es de H a u d eleg6 xijfl W itnesses, 
John E rn w ay then M ayor,7 Rawrence V intn er [ Vinetarius],

4 Mayor and Sheriffs, according to Canon Monis, from 1270 to 1273.
5 Compare Charter No. X IX ., under date 1256.
6 Sir James Audley, Justiciar, 1265-7.
7 Mayor and Sheriffs do not occur in Canon Morris’ list; but John Arne

way was Mayor and Alexander Hurel one of the Sheriffs in 1274-5.
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A lexander H urel, then Sheriffs, Richard the C lerk , O liver o f 
Stocton, Randle the C lerk, John Grund, Philip  the C lerk , 
Robert Bras, A ndrew  Throslebur’ , H enry o f B ucklow  [de Boce- 
lau], John M ayler, Adam  o f Shrew sbury [de Slobusbur’~\, 
R aynold Erneys.

[Vesica-shaped seal, in green w ax; a bird stataut;
S’ ROBERTI DE LENE [?] ].

X X X .  Om nibus etc. A lice daughter o f  Robert de B urg
[c 1275] quitclaim s to W alter Brian and his heirs all the

lands w h ich  Robert her father form erly held for 
a term  o f 20 years o f Robert son o f Robert son o f Sim on, w hich 
land lies between the land that was John B lun d ’s and the land 
that belonged to Robert T ailor [Talliator~\ in “  N orgatestrete ”  
in C hester. W itnesses, Richard the C lerk ,1 M athew  o f Dares- 
b ury and Randle Dobledai then Sheriffs o f Chester, Robert 
o f H oole, Robert son o f Thurstan, Adam  G odewaic, Robert 
H arald, H ugh Cardi, A lexander H ’re, and others.

[Vesica-shaped seal, in green w a x : a fleur-de-lys; 
legend, s’ AEICIE DE . . . . ].

X X X I.  Om nibus etc. W arin o f C ro xto n 1 2 [de Crocton]
[c. 1275]. g rants to Richard o f T oft iod and 8d in rents from

his land in “  N orthgatestrete ”  ly in g  between the 
land o f John son o f Pagan and the land w hich  belonged to 
A rth u r the H arper [ Cunetharius] in C hester. R endering to 
Patric de H eslew elle and his heirs i2d. at the F east of the 
N a tiv ity  o f St. John B aptist. W itnesses, Richard the C lerk ,3 
then M ayor o f Chester, Randle Dobeldai and M athew o f 
D aresbury, Sheriffs, Stephan Saracen, Robert H arald, H ugh 
Cardi, John E rn iw ay, G u y  [W ido] son o f Hamon, John 
H u lkell, Adam  G odew eit, John Grund, A lexander Herre, 
and others.

[Round seal, in white w a x; a fleur-de-lys ; legend, 
s’ w .................... roxtvn].

1 Again a Mayor and Sheriffs who do not fit into Canon Morris’ list.
2 For a full pedigree of this family see Ormerod, Vol. III., p. 210.
* See Mayor and Sheriffs of previous Charter.
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X X X II.  Sciant etc. W illiam  B unce o f C hester grants 
[1275-6] to Bertram  son of Peter o f M arinham  ten selions

of land ly in g  in the fields o f C laverton viz. two 
h a lf selions in U lnesdale and one selion ly in g  on le Ston ihulle 
and one selion ly in g  upon le Low e and one selion beyond 
le Low e ly in g  in B rerifurlong w hich lies n ext the w ay that 
leads towards le G retediche, one selion ly in g  in the C roft o f 
C laverton and tw o selions ly in g  in le C ruftin ge between the 
lands o f S ir  H ugh o f Pulford, tw o h a lf selions ly in g  in 
le W ithines and tw o h a lf selions ly in g  in Le L eefeld  next 
O kleston field, h a lf a selion ly in g  in L ongefurlong, h a lf a 
selion n ext Sw artingesfeld. P ayin g ann ually  to St. M ary and 
the N uns one penny of S ilver and to grantor and his heirs one 
rose. W itnesses, S ir Guncelin de B adelesm ere1 then Justiciar 
o f Chester, John A rn ew ay then Mayor, Philip the C lerk  and 
Randle o f D aresbury Sheriffs,'1 2 * H ugh o f Meols [Moles], Robert 
o f Tarvin , Robert E yse, W illiam  Sebrem , Thom as Hose, 
G eoffrey the C lerk.

[Round seal, in green w a x ; an eagle displayed;
S’ WILL . . . L . w i  . . ] .

X X X III.  Om nibus etc. W illiam  C u tler [ C ultellarius] o f 
[z. 1276] Chester and M atilda his w ife grants to Roger o f

Tottenham  citizen  of C hester all their lan d in 
“  N orthgatestrete ”  ly in g  between the land w hich the said 
R oger held o f W alter Brien and the land w hich A lan  of 
Trafford [de Trocford] form erly held w ith  all that plot o f land 
ly in g  behind the land w hich the said Alan of Trafford form erly 
held. R endering id. in silver and to the Lord 2jd. at A scension. 
W itnesses, S ir G uncelin  de Badelesm ere then Justiciar o f 
C hester, John A rn w ay then Mayor, and H ugh o f Meols [de 
M eles] then Sheriff, R ichard the C lerk, A lexander H urel, 
Robert Candelan, Randle o f Daresbur}7, Robert H araud, H enry 
the C lerk.

[Two seals : One round seal, in green wax ; an estoile 
of eight points; legend, s’ WILLI: c v l t e l a r i i : (see No. 15

1 Justiciar of Chester, 1274 to 1281.
2 According to Canon Morris’ list this Mayor and these Sheriffs held

office in the year 1275-6.
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on Plate of Seals); (2) a vesica-shaped seal, in green 
wax; a fleur-de-lys; legend, + s’ m a t i l d i s  v x  w i l l i  

c v l t e l a r h ] . See No. 7 on Plate of Seals.

X X X IV .  Om nibus etc. M atilda w ife o f W illiam  C utler
[c 1276] [ C ultellarius] o f Chester quitclaim s to Roger of

Tottenham  citizen of C hester all her dower in 
land in “ N orgatestrete”  ly in g  between the land w hich the said 
R oger held o f W alter Brien and the land w hich w as A lan of 
Trafford’s [de Trocford] w ith the plot o f land at the back of 
the said land. W itnesses, John A rnew ay then M ayor, H ugh 
o f Meols then Sheriff, Richard Clerk, A lexander H urel, Robert 
Candelan, Randle de D aresbury, H enry C lerk, and others.

[Seal gone].

[Endorsed Quitclaim from Matilda wife of William 
Cuce’llor etc.]

X X X V .  Hec est etc. An agreem ent between W illiam
[1276-7] Martin o f Chester and Em m a his w ife on the one

part and W illiam  Pinsun citizen  o f C hester on 
the other part. Parties o f the first part grant to s<? W illiam  a 
certain piece o f land in “ N orgatestrete”  ly in g  between the land 
w hich was Richard Saracen ’s and the land o f the said W illiam  
M artin and Em m a his wife, 18 feet in w idth, for a term  of 
e igh t years begin nin g at the Feast o f St. G regory [M arch 12] 
in th e year 1276 for 40/- in silver. R endering ann ually  to 
grantors one halfpenny at the Feast o f the N ativ ity  o f St. 
John Baptist. W itnesses, John A rnew ay then M ayor, Richard 
A pothecary and Robert M ercer1 Sheriffs, Richard C lerk , A le x 
ander H urel, Robert Harald, H enry Clerk.

[Vesica-shaped seal, in green wax ; . . . legend,
s ’ WILLMS . . . .  BELGI [?] ] .

1 This does not agree with Canon Morris’ list, who, for this year, puts 
Adam Gothewyte instead of Robert Mercer as one of the Sheriffs. Possibly 
Adam Gothewyte died in his year of office.



X X X V I.  Om nibus etc. A lice de la H aye Prioress o f the 
[1277-8] Nuns of C hester and the C onvent confirm the

grant w hich Orrue o f Bruera[?] [ Orem de B ruerio] 
and H aw ysia  his w ife made to A lice  their daughter and her 
heirs o f  a certain piece o f land ly in g  between the land w hich 
belonged to John U lk il and the land w hich belonged to Alan 
Tanner [Tannator] in the lane o f the greater C hurch  of 
St. John [in viculo maioris ecclesiae Sti. y .]  o f Chester. R en
dering ann ually  three sh illings in silver, in tw o equal portions. 
W itnesses, Randle o f D aresbury then M ayor, H ugh o f Meols, 
Robert o f Tarvin  then Sheriffs, Richard the C lerk, John Arne- 
w ey, John U lkil, Richard Pain, H ugh Candelan, G eoffrey the 
C lerk , and others.

[Large vesica-shaped seal, in green wax (much
damaged); Virgin and C h ild ; s i G ..............................
NIAL . . . . ].

X X X V II.  Sciant etc. Robert le B olour of C hester grants 
[c 1280] R °l)ert son ° f  Richard E rn eys tw en ty  pence

annual rent w hich the grantor receives from 
W illiam  Pinson and his heirs at the Feast o f the Purification 
as rent from  a certain garden in H oly T rin ity  Fane [venel~\ 
ly in g  between the land w hich form erly belonged to Randle 
D obildey and the land w hich form erly belonged to Richard 
H arald. W itnesses, A lexander H u rel1 then Mayor, Robert o f 
T arvin  and H ugh o f Meols then Sheriffs, Richard H arald, 
Robert H arald, A lexander the Turner, Robert o f H okenhul, 
W illiam  le Sysors, Hamon the C lerk, and others.

[Seal gone].
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X X X V III. Hec est etc. A greem ent between G ilbert son 
[1280] ° f  W illiam  son o f K en ew revck  o f N ewton and 

Robert son of Richard E rn eys b y  w hich the said 
G ilbert dem ises to the said Robert and his heirs and assigns 
tw elve lands in the fields o f N ew ton o f w hich three lands are 
called the S tiw ey  londis ly in g  between the land o f Robert son 
o f C ice ly  and the land w h ich  form erly belonged to Thom as

1 These names do not agree with any on the list.



son o f H ugh. Tw o lands w hich are called the Schouelebrad 
londis ly in g  between the land w hich form erly belonged to 
Thom as son o f H ugh and the land w hich belonged to E lias 
the H unter [ Venator]} Tw o lands w hich are called the Put- 
londis ly in g  between land w hich form erly belonged to H ugh 
le C oudrey and the land o f H ugh son o f W alter. And one 
selion called L on gge land ly in g  on the road w hich is called 
the B radew ey and reaching from the headland o f H ugh son o f 
H ugh o f N ewton in len gth  to the headland o f the said G ilbert 
and another land called Brocstan lond ly in g  betw een the land 
o f Thom as son o f Ralph and the land o f P hilip  son o f W illiam , 
and tw o lands w hich are called the C ley  londis and extend in 
len gth  from the land w hich form erly belonged to Richard son 
o f A ndrew  o f Upton to the land o f the Abbot o f C hester, and 
one land called the C ley  londis ly in g  between the land w hich 
form erly belonged to Richard son o f Andrew  and the land of 
the said G ilbert. To hold to the said Robert for a term  o f 
forty  years begin nin g at the Feast o f St. M ichael the A rc h 
angel, 1280. R endering ann ually  one penny o f silver at the 
Feast o f the N a tiv ity  o f St. John the B aptist. For th is 
gran t the said Robert gave 13 m arks in silver. W itnesses, 
S ir G unzelin  de Badelesm ere, then Justiciar o f  C hester, Patric 
de H eselew elle, R oger de D um ville, K n igh ts, John Torald, 
E liot le H unte, John o f Cloudesdale, D eyne o f the C ellar 
[de la Celer], Roger o f C oghull [de Cochul], Robert son of 
C ice ly , Raynold [.Reginaldus] o f Leen, Hamon the C lerk , and 
others.

[Small round seal, in green wax, broken in h a lf; a 
star of four points ; legend, s’ g i l b e r t i  d e  . . . ] .

X X X IX . Sciant etc. John le Sutherne o f C hester grants
[1280-1]. *° R aynald o f Chester son o f H ugh o f E ey  all

his land ly in g  between the land w hich belonged 
to E lias o f [Helyas de] M undre w hich the same E lias took 
[cefiit] from the H ouse o f A berconw ay and the land w hich 
belonged to John le Hoper in “ Flesm ongere E o n e”  in Chester, 
v iz . : all that land w hich grantor had [habere m erui] from 
Beatrice form erly the w ife o f A ndrew  Throsleberd of Chester 1
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to hold from the grantor. R endering ann ually  to the A bbey of 
St. W erburgh six  sh illin gs in silver at two term s, v iz. : the 
N ativ ity  o f  St. John the Baptist and Christm as, and to grantor 
one rose at the N a tiv ity  o f St. John for all services. This 
gran t is confirm ed in full Portm oot at Chester. W itnesses, 
Robert M ercer then M ayor o f Chester, H ugh o f Meols and 
Robert E rneys then Sheriffs, A lexander H urel, Randle o f 
D aresbury, Richard H arald, Robert Harald, Robert o f Tarvin , 
Geoffrey the C lerk, and m any others.

Xly. Sciant etc. Clem ence and A lice  daughters and 
[1281-2]. heirs o f John W oodrow [ Woderoue] quitclaim  to 

Richard dil Panyers and F elicia  his w ife all their 
righ t etc. in one m essuage ly in g  between the land o f W illiam  
Beimond on the one part and the land of A lice Balle [?] on the 
other part in W atergatestret in C hester w hich said m essuage 
fell to the said Richard and F elice b y  the death o f W alter 
de B urg form erly brother o f said Felice. W itnesses, Robert 
M ercer then M ayor o f Chester, Robert E rn eys and A lexander 
son of A lexander H urell then Sheriffs, Randle o f D aresbury, 
H ugh o f B irchall \B richulle\  Robert o f  Tarvin , W illiam  of 
Doncaster, N icholas Payn, Jordan de Bradford.1

[One vesica-shaped seal, in greenish wax ; an eight- 
pointed star; legend, . . . ; other tab missing].

X L /I. Sciant etc. W illiam  son and heir o f  R oger 
[c . 1282]. the B arber \le B arbur] grants to Robert E rn eys 

citizen  o f C hester all his land ly in g  in len gth  
and in w idth betw een the land w hich belonged to Richard 
Saracen and the land o f John A rn ew ay in N orthgate S treet 
in the C ity  o f Chester. R endering ann ually  to the K in g  7|d. 
at the F east o f Pentecost for “  L an d ga b u l,”  to the N uns o f 
C hester 4/4 at tw o term s, v iz. the Feast o f the N a tiv ity  o f 
St. John the Baptist 2/2 and at Christm as 2/2, and to grantor 
one h alfpen ny at the F east o f the N ativ ity  o f St John the 1

1 At one time Constable of Flint Castle. See Mr. Henry Taylor’s Paper 
on “  Some Early Chester and Flint Deeds,” this Society’s Journal, Vol. II. 
(New Series), p. 163.
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Baptist. W itnesses, Robert the M ercer then M ayor, A lexander 
H urel jun ior then Sheriff, Randle o f  D aresbury, Robert o f 
Tarvin , H ugh o f B irchall, Robert Candelan, D avid M iller, 
Roger o f Tudynhara, Richard Candelan, Roger the C lerk , and 
others.

[Small round seal, in green w a x ; six-pointed floriated 
star; legend, + s’ w i l l : f i l : r o g r ’ le b a r b o u ’].

X L I I .  Sciant etc. M ariot daughter o f John Blond 
[c 1282] grants to Robert son o f Richard E rn eys all her 

land in St. W erb u rgh ’s lane [venello] in Chester 
ly in g  between the land which belonged form erly to Richard 
o f Rhuddlan [de Rothelan] and the cem etery o f  St. W erburgh. 
Rendering ann ually  one halfpen ny in silver at the Feast o f 
St. Martin in winter. W itnesses, S ir G unzelin  de Badelesm er 
then Justiciar o f C h ester,1 A lexander H urel then M ayor o f 
C hester, Robert o f Hoole then Sheriff", Randle o f D aresbury, 
John Grund, A lexander the Turner, H ugh o f Meols, Stephan 
the Tailor, Richard H arald, Thom as the Tailor [le Taylour], 
Ham o the C lerk, and others.

[Small vesica-shaped seal, in green w a x ; a fleur-de- 
lys; legend, s’ m a r i e  f i l e  i o h i s  b ’o l [?]d  +].

X L I I I .  Sciant etc. John H unter [ Venator] citizen  of
[1282.0] Chester and A lice his w ife daughter o f  John N or

man, grant to Robert son o f Richard E rn eys o f 
C hester all their lands in “  N ordgatestrete ”  in the C ity  o f 
C hester ly in g  between the land w hich belonged to the Abbot 
o f Chester and the land o f the said Robert E rn eys. R endering 
ann ually  to grantor id . and to the T reasury o f the Earl o f 
Chester 6d. Consideration 4 m arks. W itnesses, A lexander 
H urel then Mayor, Robert o f H oole [Hole] Sheriff, Robert the 
Mercer, Richard H arald, Robert H arald, A lexan der the Turner 
[le Tornour], Stephan T ailor [Cissor], Thom as his brother,

1 According to Ormerod’s 11 Domesday Roll,” p. 24, this Justiciar was 
succeeded in 9 Edward 1. (1280-1), by Raynald de Grey, and a reference to
the Patent Roll confirms this; Canon Morris, however, puts Alexander Hurel 
as Mayor and Robert of Hoole as Sheriff in 1282-3.
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M athew G oldsm ith \_Aurifaber\, W illiam  of Doncaster, Roger 
o f Tudinham , Richard de Tudinham , Hamo the C lerk, and 
others.

[Two seals : the dexter one, a small round seal, in 
green wax ; an animal or bird [? a ferret] passant sinister 
regardant; legend, + s’ i o h a n i s  l e  h y n t e  ; the other, 
a small vesica-shaped seal in green wax ; a conventional 
ornament [? a star] ; legend, + s ’ a l i o i E: d e : LEAVLa ].

XL,IV. Sciant etc. John U lkel citizen o f C hester
[1282-3] grants to Richard o f K egw orthe a certain c u rti

lage in the lane o f the grange o f the Abbot 
and Con ven t o f St. W erburgh ly in g  between the land which 
belonged to Richard o f Todenham  and that o f  Adam  Page. 
R endering ann ually  4od. in silver at tw o term s. W itnesses, 
A lexander H urel then M ayor o f Chester, Robert o f Hoole 
then Sheriff, Randle o f D aresbury, Robert Mercer, Richard of 
Todenham , R oger o f the same, G eoffrey the C lerk, and others.

[Seal gone].

X L V . Sciant etc.1 Robert o f Tarvin  citizen  of Chester
[1282-3]. and F elicia  his w ife w ith  united goodw ill \_$an 

voluntate] grant to N icholas o f B rackeleye tanner 
[tannatori\  a piece o f  land w ithout the w alls o f C hester in 
St. Johns Dane in the said C ity  opposite the gate o f W olfeld 
ly in g  between the land w hich belonged to P atrick o f Burton 
and the land o f the grantors. Rendering annually seven 
sh illin gs o f silver at the usual 4 term s equally. W itnesses, 
A lexander H urel then M ayor o f Chester, Robert o f Hoole then 
Sheriff, Robert Mercer, Robert H arald, John Grund, Robert 
son o f W illiam  the W aterm an [A q u a r ’}, G eoffrey the C lerk, 
and others.

[Two seals, in green wax : dexter side, a quatrefoil 
ornament, with the legend, s’ r o b e r t i  d e  TERW YN +  ; 

on the sinister, a vesica-shaped seal, with a fleur-de-lys 
and legend, s’ FELic’ v x ’ r o b ’ d e  t ’w y n  +J.

1 See also Charter No. XLVII., under date 1286-7.
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X L V I. H ec est etc. A greem ent between Richard of
[1286] K naresburgh and A gnes his w ife daughter o f 

John Byran and M argery sister o f said  A gn es of 
the first part, and Richard de Prez citizen  o f C hester on the 
other part. Parties o f the first part gran t to Richard Prez all 
their land in St. B ridget’s Bane in the C ity  o f Chester ly in g  
between the land w hich belonged to Robert N obil and the 
land w hich belonged to A gn es A rnew ey, w hich laud extends 
in len gth  from the said lane to C op in eslon e1 for the term 
of 12 years b egin nin g at E aster a?mo dom ini 1286 for 40/- o f 
silver. R endering ann ually  to the C h ie f Lord at Ascension 
5id. as Londgabul for all services etc. W itnesses, H ugh o f 
M eols1 2 then M ayor, Robert E rn eys and H ugh o f B irchall 
Sheriffs, A lexander H urel, Randle o f D aresbury, Richard 
Harald, Robert his brother, Robert o f  Tarvin , G eoffrey the 
C lerk, and others.

[Three small vesica-shaped seals, in white w a x; that 
on the dexter side illegible; middle one, a flenr-de-lys ; 
on sinister side, an estoile; legend, s’ m a r g e  . . . .  

b y r a m ] .

X L V II. Sciant etc.3 Robert o f  Tarvin  citizen  o f Chester
[1286-7] grants to N icholas o f B rackeleye tanner, all his 

land ly in g  between the land w hich the said 
N icholas took to farm from grantor and his w ife F elicia, and 
the land o f the grantor in St. John’s Lane [in viculo m ajoris 
ecclesia; Sancti Johannis] w ithout the W alls opposite the gate 
o f  W olfeld, w hich land contains in w idth 33 feet and in len gth  
100 feet and extends in len gth  to the land w hich  belonged 
to S ir  Thom as de Donnfton Canon of the said C hurch  o f 
St. John. R endering ann ually  6/4 in silver at four term s. 
W itnesses, H ugh o f Meols then M ayor o f C hester, Robert 
E rn eys and H ugh of B irchall then Sheriffs, A lexan d er H urel, 
Randle o f D aresbury, Robert M ercer, W illiam  o f Doncaster,

1 An early occurrence of this name.
2 This Charter confirms the names of Mayor and Sheriffs in Canon 

Morris’ list.
3 See also Charter No. XLV., under date 1282-3.
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Richard o f Todenham , Roger o f the same, G eoffrey the C lerk, 
and others.

[Seal, a head with beard and flowing hair [?]; legend,
s’ r o b : f : g a l f : d e : t e r v e n : + ] .

X L V III. Sciant etc. Thom as Hose and Elen his w ife
[1286-7] C hester b y  their jo in t wish grant to W illiam  

M ulet o f  Chester fisherman, three selions o f land 
o f w hich tw o selions lie in the field [camfto] o f C laverton viz. 
one selion on Farenhul between the land o f the N uns of 
Chester and the selion o f W illiam  Bunce, and another selion 
in U lnesdale betw'een the selion o f M abil H ascard and the 
land o f the Nuns, and the third selion lies next le Fordesw ay 
on the southern part in the said field o f C laverton. R endering 
ann ually  a grain  o f pepper at the Feast o f the N a tiv ity  o f 
St. John Baptist. Consideration 38/- in silver. W itnesses, 
H ugh of Meols then M ayor o f Chester, Robert E rn eys and 
H ugh o f Birchall then Sheriffs, Philip  the C lerk , Richard 
“  M achinator,”  Robert o f  the M ill, W illiam  Bunce, Robert 
E yse, W arin del H ul, John Hose, G eoffrey the C lerk, and 
others.

[Two seals, in white wax, one round and the other 
vesica-shaped ; the latter a quatrefoil star.

X L IX . Sciant etcA Stephan called [dictus] Sarazen
[1287-8]. citizen o f Chester grants to Richard of Tarvin  a 

certain plot o f land ly in g  between the land on 
w hich grantor lives \inter terrain in quam mansi~\ and the 
land w hich W illiam  SwTan held o f grantor in Goselone in the 
C ity  o f C hester w hich plot contains in breadth towards the 
frontage [in latitudine versus fron teni]  38 feet and towards the 
back [versus finem~\ in w idth between a plot o f land o f the said 
Step han ’s called The H erbyard [Le Erbereyert"\ and the land 
w hich belonged to W illiam  called Swan 47 feet and containing 
in len gth  from the front to the land w hich belonged to A lice 
D yonis [?] 55 feet. Rendering ann ually  3/8 in silver at four 
term s. W itnesses, Robert o f Tarvin then M ayor, Robert 1
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E rn eys and N icholas Payn then Sheriffs, H ugh de Brichulle, 
Roger Donfoul, Adam  M iller \_Molind'~\, Alan of Tarvin , and 
others.

[Seal gone].

L,. Sciant etcd Alina de T oft in liege pousty and
[c 1288] pure widowhood grants to John son of H ugh Peck 

form erly citizen  o f C hester all her land w ith  a 
certain stone cellar ly in g  between the land o f Richard son 
o f grantor and the land o f grantee in “  N ortligatestrete.”  
Rendering ann ually  to the Abbot and C onvent o f St. W er- 
burgh four sh illin gs in silver at the F east o f Peter and Paul. 
W itnesses, H ugh o f M eolsa then M ayor, Robert E rn eys and 
H ugh Payn Sheriffs, A lexander Hurel, Randle o f D aresbury, 
Robert o f Tarvin , Philip  the C lerk , Richard of Tudynham , 
R oger o f  the same, Richard H arald, Thom as son o f R oger the 
Tailor [ Cissor], Robert the Cham berlain, Roger C lerk, and 
others.

[Vesica-shaped seal, in green w a x; an eagle with one 
wing extended ; legend, s’ dne aline  de t h o  . . . ] .

See No. 14 on Plate of Seals.

L I .  Om nibus etc.” Richard son and heir o f Richard
[c 1288] T oft f ° rm ed y  ° f  Chester quitclaim s to John

son of H ugh Peck form erly citizen  o f C hester all 
his righ t etc. in a certain stone cellar [celario lapideo] between 
the land o f grantor and the land o f the said John, w hich Alina 
m other o f grantor gave to the said John. W itnesses, H ugh of 
Meols then M ayor o f Chester, Robert E rn eys and H ugh Payn 
.Sheriffs, Richard o f Tudynham , Roger o f  the same, Robert 
Cham berlain, Roger the C lerk, and others.

[Small round seal, in green w a x; an animal [? lion] 
passant in a sinister direction in front of a tree or 
flower ; legend, + s ’ ric’ fil i’ ric: de: toft]. 1

1 See next Charter.
2 These do not agree with Canon Morris’ list.
3 See preceding Charter.
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U I .  Sciant etc. A greem ent made between Thom as
[1290] ° f  Dunham  and F elicia  his w ife o f the one part 

and Mabel H arald daughter o f N icholas Harald 
o f C hester o f  the other part b y  w hich the parties o f the first 
part gran t to the said M abel a certain place o f a certain shop 
[quamdam ftlaciam  cujusdem scofifie\ n ext to the land w hich 
belonged to Alan o f Trafford [de Trouford] in “ N orthgate- 
strete ”  for the term  o f 16 years b egin nin g at E aster A n no  
D om ini 1290. Rendering ann ually  to grantors one halfpenny 
at the F east o f the N ativ ity  o f St. John Baptist. W itnesses, 
Robert o f  Tarvin  then Mayor, Robert E rn eys and N icholas 
Pain then Sheriffs, R oger D unful, Roger of Tudenham , D avid 
M iller [Molendinus], Geoffrey C lerk.

[Two vesica-shaped seals, in green w a x ; the dexter 
one, an eight-point estoile; legend, s’ T h o m s  d e  d o n a  

. . . ; the sinister, a head of corn in the ear ; legend,
a’ FELIiJA H A R ALa].

U I I .  Sciant etc. W illiam  son o f G ilbert o f N ewton 
[c. 1290]. grants to Robert E rn eys o f Chester 15 selions o f 

land in the fields [camj>is\ o f N ewton ju x ta  C hester 
v iz. 3 seliones called le C leylondes, 3 selions called le S tyw ey- 
londis, 2 selions called le Shovelebradeslondes, and 1 called 
le Longheuetlond, and h a lf a selion called le C leyhalflond, and 
1 selion called le Brocstanlond, and 1 called le Justingheuet- 
lond, and 1 called le Cle}-heuetlond, and a h a lf land \landa?n\ 
ly in g  between, n ext to the same C leylond, and 2 selions called 
le Putlondes. R endering ann ually  to grantor |d. at the F east 
o f the N ativ ity  o f St. John Baptist. W itnesses, S ir Patric de 
H eselew alle, Richard de Masci, K n igh ts, Ralph o f Puddingtou, 
John o f Rudon, W illiam  o f Leighton \Letchton], Richard 
de Coudrey, Robert son o f C ecily , H ugh o f B ircliall of 
Chester, Richard o f B ucklow  [de Bockelau], Hamo the C lerk, 
and others.

[Small slightly oval seal, in green w ax; a four-pointed 
star ; legend, + s ’ w i l l : f i l : g i l b e r t i ].



LIV. Sciant etc. W illiam  son o f G ilbert o f Newton 
[c. 1290]. grants to Robert E rn eys o f C hester 3 selions in 

the fields [camj>is~\ o f N ewton ju x ta  Chester, viz. 
those that lie  between the lands w hich belonged to Robert son 
o f C ecily , and the land of Thom as son of H ugh. Rendering 
annually to grantor a peppercorn at the Feast o f the N ativ ity  
o f  St. John B aptist. W itnesses, S ir Patric de H eselew elle, S ir 
Richard de M asci K n igh ts, A lexander de Baum ville, James de 
Pulle, Ralph o f Puddington, Richarde de C ondrey, R obertson  
o f C ecily , John o f Rudon, Ham o the C lerk , and others.

[Seal slightly oval-shaped, in green w a x ; a four- 
pointed star; legend, + :  s’ w i l l i : f i e : g i l b e r t i :].

L V .  Sciant etc. W illiam  son and heir o f G ilbert 
[c. 1290]. N ewton grants to Robert E rn eys citizen  of 

C hester 21 selions and a h a lf in the fields [campis] 
o f N ew ton-juxta-C hester v iz. 3 selions called le C leylondes, 
3 selions called le Styw eylondes, 2 selions called le Scliouele- 
bradlondes, 1 selion called le  L ongheuetlond, -A selion called 
le C leyhalflond, 1 selion called le Brocstanlond, 1 selion called 
le Joustyngheuedlond, 1 selion called le C leyheuetlond, A land 
ly in g  n ext the said C leyheuetlond, 2 selions called le Put- 
londes, 2 selions called le B radelakelondis, 3 h a lf selions in 
Fregrene [or Fregreu e],1 1 selion called le S tyw eylond, 1 selion 
called Edm undislond, 1 selion called le Sclioterdicheheuetlond, 
and all that land \terram~\ called le Bruclies ly in g  between the 
land o f R ichard son o f A ndrew  of Newton and the land of 
Thom as son o f H ugh of the same. To have and to hold the 
said 21^ selions and the said land called le Bruches. Rendering 
ann ually  id . W itnesses, S ir Patric de H eselew alle, S ir Richard 
de M asci, K n igh ts, Ralph o f Puddington, John o f Ruton, 
W illiam  o f L eighton, S ir W illiam  de Newton Chaplain, Robert 
his brother, R ichard le Coudrey, E lyas le H onte, H ugh of 
Birchall, David M iller, R oger o f Tudenham , Roger the C lerk, 
and others.

[Seal same as preceding Deed],

1 Query Frogreue ; see Charter No. LVII.

44  D O C U M E N T S  R E L A T IN G  T O  C H E S T E R  IN  T H E



T W E L F T H  A N D  T H I R T E E N T H  C E N T U R I E S 45

I , V I .  T his is the agreem ent made between Mabel
[ 1290-1] W hite [M abilia dictus le W hite] form erlj’ w ife o f 

John le W hite o f Chester and M argery form erly 
w ife o f  Raynold le Yrenm onger o f the same, to wit, that the 
said Mabel in liege poustey and pure widowhood quitclaim s 
to M argery all that annual rent due from said M argery for 
land w hich the said Raynold and M argery his w ife held in 
“  N orthgatestrete ”  v iz. for the term of 10 years b egin nin g at 
E aster 1285. For this M argery pays Mabel 5 m arks. W itnesses, 
Robert M ercer then Mayor, H ugh of Meols and Robert E rn eys 
then Sheriffs, A lexander Hurel, W illiam  o f Doncaster, Richard 
o f Todenham , Roger o f the same, and G eoffrey the C lerk.

[Seal gone].

IvV H .  A g re e m e n t between Richard de C oudray and
[1291] Robert E rn eys b y  w hich Richard dem ises six  

selions o f land in the fields [campis] o f  N ewton 
ju x ta  C hester to Robert, one o f w hich  is called le M erstallond 
w hich lies between the land w hich belonged to W illiam  son o f 
Philip and the land o f H ugh son o f H ugh, another is called 
le Sondw allond ly in g  between the land w hich belonged to 
E lias H unter [ Venator] and the land o f Richard son of Andrew , 
and five butts [buttas] in the field [campd] called le P uttis 
w hich extend in len gth  from le Puttislondis o f the said 
Robert to le G renew egh, and one selion in Frogreue ly in g  
between the land o f W illiam  son o f G ilbert and the land 
o f E lias H unter [ Venator] and one selion w hich lies in 
le W etforlongd between the land o f Raynold Ruffi and the 
land w hich belonged to certain W iot and two butts called 
le W allebuttis ly in g  between the land w hich belonged to 
E lias H unter [ Venator] and the land o f H ugh son o f H ugh. 
For the term o f th irty  years n ext follow ing the Feast o f 
St. M ichael A rchan gel 1291. Rendering ann ually  one h a lf
penny o f silver of the F east o f the N ativ ity  o f  St. John 
Baptist. Consideration 40/-. W itnesses, S ir Patric de Hesele-

1 This Deed is interesting as throwing light on the meaning of the 
terms selion and butt. It seems clear from it that the equation is 4 butts 
equals I selion; though actually it works out 4 selions and 7 butts equals 
6 selions ; evidently a butt has dropped out somewhere.
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w alle, Richard de Masei, K n ights, R oger o f C oghull [de 
Cochul\, Ralph o f Puddington, John of Rudon, Robert o f 
Newton, W illiam  o f N ew ton, Hamo the C lerk , w ith others.

[Small round seal, in green w a x; four-armed star; 
legend, + s’ r ic ’ : fil : hvgh [?]].

L V I I I .  Sciant etc. Roger o f  Tudynham  citizen  of
[c. 1292]. C hester grants to A neline his daughter all his 

land in N orthgate Street ly in g  in len gth  between 
the land w hich belonged to H ugh B ryd and the land of 
Richard de T oft and w hich extends in len gth  from the land 
of John de Beaucham p to the h igh w ay o f N orthgate Street, 
together w ith a certain plot o f land adjoin ing the said land 
w hich lies behind the cellar [celarium .] w hich belonged to 
John Peeke w hich the said John bought from Richard son of 
R ichard de Toft, w hich said plot o f  land contains in len gth  
from  the first-m entioned piece o f land to the land o f John 
Peeke 31 feet, and in w idth between the cellar aforesaid and 
the land w hich belonged to John de Beaucham p 25 feet. R en 
dering ann ually  to the Abbot and C on ven t o f St. W erburgh 
2/- o f  silver at tw o term s, v iz. the Feast o f the A postles Peter 
and Paul i2d. and the Feast o f St. Martin i2d., and to H enry 
the C utler [le C utiler] one halfpenny at the Feast o f St. M artin. 
T h is gran t is confirmed in full Portm oot. W itnesses, H ugh o f 
B irchall then M ayor o f C hester, Robert E rn eys and N icholas 
Payn then Sheriffs, A lexander Hurel, Randle o f  D aresbury, 
Robert o f Tarvin , W illiam  o f Doncaster, D avid M iller, Roger 
the C lerk, and others.

[Seal gone].

[Endorsed, “ Concerning the house opposite [versus] 
the Abbeygate ”].

L IX . Om nibus etc. Richard called [dicius] C oudray
[1292] dem ises to Joan relict o f Robert E rn eys a certain 

meadow in the fields [in ca.mj>is~\ o f Newton ju x ta  
C hester ly in g  between the land [landarn] w hich is called le 
Sondw allelond and the sike [sichetum ] w hich  is called Floker- 
risbrook for a term o f th irty  years n ext ensuing after the
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Feast o f  St. M ichael 1292. R endering ann ually  to grantor 
one rose. Consideration three sh illin gs in silver. W itnesses, 
Robert the M ercer1 then M ayor o f Chester, A lexander H urel 
and Robert brother o f Idhel then Sheriffs, John o f Rudon, 
John o f Capenhurst, Ralph o f Puddington \Podinton\, H ugh 
o f Barnston \_Berniston\ A lexander de Bam ville, H am o the 
C lerk , and others.

[Small round seal, in green w a x ; quatrefoil orna
m ent; legend illegible].

L,X. A greem ent between A w isia  form erly w ife o f
[1292]. G ilbert o f Newton and W illiam  son o f the said 

G ilbert o f N ewton b y w hich the said A w isia  
dem ises to the said W iiliam  tw enty seliones o f land in N ewton 
fields [campis"\ w hich  were grantors dower from said G ilbert 
grantees father for a term o f ten years n ext follow ing the Feast 
o f St. M ichael the G reater 1292. R endering ann ually  a rose at 
the F east o f  the N ativ ity  o f St. John Baptist. Consideration 
e igh t m arks. W itnesses, S ir Raynold de G ray  then Justiciar 
o f Chester, Richard le Masci, Patric de H eselw elle, K n igh ts, 
W illiam  o f Newton, Robert o f Newton, W illiam  of Capenhurst, 
E lias H unter [ Venatore\ and m any others.

[Small round seal, in green w a x ; a star of eight 
points ; legend, s’ a v i s  v x  g i l b  . . +].

L X I. 1 2 3Sciant etc. M argery daughter o f R ichard de 
[c. 1292]. Collam  grants to Richard son o f Roger o f W ateley  

the third part o f all her lands w hich lie betw een 
the land o f H ugh o f B irchall and M ary his w ife and the land 
o f Peter o f Saughall [de Salwchalle] in the venel called A lexen- 
dreslone harre" in Chester. R endering annually one rose at 
the F'east of the N ativ ity  o f St. John Baptist. W itnesses, 
Robert M ercer [.Mercenario] then Mayor, A lexander H urel ju n r. 
and Robert brother o f Y etlie lle  Sheriffs, Randle o f D aresbury,

1 Again these agree with no names on Canon Morris’ list; in fact, they 
show that the names he supplies must be in error, as this Charter is dated.

2 Compare this Charter with one printed by Mr. Henry Taylor in this 
Journal, Vol. II. (New Series), p. 160.

3 See ibid, p. 154.



H ugh o f Birchall, W illiam  of Doncaster, Stephen [?] Boen, 
John o f Shropshire [de Saloftia],

[Vesica-shaped seal, in white wax ; four leaves, 
arranged crosswise, with alternate twigs intervening 
between the leaves ; legend, s’ m a r g e r i e  r i c h e d  

LLAM [?] ].

L ,X I I .  N otum  sit etc. A lice daughter and heir o f
[1292]. Mabel le W yte o f Chester grants to Robert son 

of Richard E rn eys all her r ig h t to 10/- o f rent 
issu in g from her land in “  N ordgatestrete ”  in the C ity  o f 
C hester ly in g  between the land w hich belonged to a certain 
R oger o f  Tudinham  and the land w hich belonged to Richard 
o f Tudinham . W itnesses, H ugh o f Birchall then M ayor o f 
Chester, N icholas Payn then Sheriff, Richard H arald, Robert 
H arald, John the Turner, Stephan the Tailor [le Taylour], 
R oger o f Tudinham , N icholas Goldsm ith [.A urifa bro ], Hamo 
the C lerk, and others
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L,XIII. 'O m n ib u s etc. A lice daughter o f John W hite 
[1292]. [ A lit ] ' citizen  of C hester quitclaim s to Robert 

son o f Richard E rneys all her righ t etc. in her 
land in C hester ly in g  in w idth between the C em etery o f 
S t. W erburgh and land o f Simon le Verrour and in len gth  
from St. W erburgh ’s Dane and the land o f R aynold de Leen 
w hich said Robert had b y  g ift  from M ariote sister o f grantor. 
W itnesses, H ugh o f Birchall then Mayor, N icholas Payn 
then Sheriff, Richard H arald, Robert H arald, Stephan Tailor 
[ Cissore], Robert le C ham berlayn, A luered o f Stanlaw e, 
N icholas G oldsm ith [A urifabro], W alter Goldsm ith, John 
M eyler, G eoffrey P igas, Ham o the C lerk, etc.

[Small vesica-shaped seal, in green w a x; quatrefoil; 
legend, + s’ a l i c i e  l e  w y t e ].

L X IV . Om nibus etc. Ralph son and heir o f  John son 
[1292]. ° f  John Norman quitclaim s to Richard son of 

Robert E rn eys all his land ly in g  between the land 
w hich belonged to the Abbot and C onvent o f St. W erburgh

See Mr. Henry Taylor’s Paper, Vol. II.. p. 159.
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o f C hester and the land o f Randle o f D aresbury in “  Nort- 
gatestrete ”  in Chester, and his lands ly in g  between the land 
o f the said Randle in the same street and the land o f the 
Prior and H ospital o f St. John w ithout the N orthgate and all 
lands w hich Robert E rneys father o f grantee had o f grantor 
or his ancestors in Chester. W itnesses, H ugh of B irchall then 
M ayor, N icholas Payn and Roger D unfoul Sheriffs, W illiam  
o f Doncaster, Richard H arald, Robert H arald, Stephan Tailor 
[Ctssore], Roger o f Tudinham , N icholas G oldsm ith [Aurifabroi], 
Robert le Cham berlain, John M eyller, Hamo the C lerk, and 
others.

[Small round seal, in green w a x ; a fleur-de-lys; 
legend, + s’ r a d v l p h i  n o r m o n ] ,

L,XV. Om nibus etc.1 G eoffrey de Dutton Lord of 
[c. 1292] Cheadle \_Dominus de Chelle~\ quitclaim s to Richard 

son of Robert E rn eys and his heirs and assigns 
all his rig h t in the land and tenem ents w hich Robert father 
o f the said Richard had b y g ift  from W illiam  son o f G ilbert 
o f  N ewton in the V ill o f N ewton ju x ta  Chester. W itnesses, 
S ir  R aynold de G rey  then Justiciar, Patric de H eselew alle, 
R ichard de M ascie, K n igh ts, Ralph o f Puddington, W illiam  
Torald, H ugh o f Barnston, John o f Rudon, W illiam  of 
C hristleton, Hamon the C lerk, and others.

[Small vesica-shaped seal, in green wax ; a heater
shaped shield ; charges illegible ; legend, s’ g a l f r i d i  

d e  d u t t o n e J.

L X V I. Om nibus etc. Geoffrey de D uttone Lord o f 
[c. 1292]. Cheadle \Dominus de Chelle] quitclaim s to Richard 

son o f Robert E rneys and his heirs and assigns 
all his righ t in the land and tenem ents w hich Robert father 
o f the said Richard had b y  g ift  from W illiam  son of G ilbert 
o f N ew ton in the V ill o f Newton ju x ta  Chester. W itnesses, 
R aynold de G rey  then Justiciar o f Chester, Richard de M asci, 
Patric de H eselew alle, K n ights, W illiam  o f Trafford [de

1 The date of this is almost certainly about 1292, in which year Robert 
Erneys probably died. This is confirmed by Sir Raynold de Grey's presence.
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Trocford\  John o f Rudon, H ugh o f Barnston, Simon of 
Provence [?], Hamon the C lerk.

[Small vesica-shaped seal, in green w ax; on a heater
shaped shield; quarterly, a bend; legend, s ’ GALFRIDI 

DE DUTTONE].

I yX V I I .  Sciant etc. John son and heir o f  John U rkel 
[1292] ° f  C hester grants to Richard son o f R oger o f 

W eteley  9/- o f rent issuin g from land ly in g  
between the bottom  end [ultim um  fin em ] o f the venel called 
Personeslone and the land w hich Richard G odw eyth received 
in free m arriage w ith F elicia  his w ife. Four usual term s o f 
paym ent. R endering ann ually  to the Prior and H ospital o f 
St. John o f Chester 2/- and one rose to grantor. W itnesses, 
H ugh o f B irchall Mayor, N icholas Payn and Roger D unful 
Sheriffs, W illiam  de Doncaster, Jordan o f Bradford, A lexander 
H urel junior, and others.

[Seal gonej.

L X V III. Sciant e tc.1 A gn es Bunse and A lice Bunse her
[r 1292]. sister in liege  poustey and their pure widowhood 

gran t to A lice  who was form erly the w ife o f 
Robert Bras o f Chester all their land w hich lies betw een the 
land w hich belonged to W illiam  o f M iddille and the land 
w hich belonged to Richard le  N obille in le Personis-lone, 
nam ely that land w hich descended to grantors b y  succession 
from Richard Bunse their uncle. R endering an n u ally  to Philip 
dil Childrehous and his heirs or assigns threepence in silver 
at the F east o f St. John the B aptist, and to grantors and their 
assigns one penn y in silver at the same Feast. W itnesses, 
S ir R aynald de G rey then Justiciar o f C hester, H ugh of 
B irchall then M ayor,2 H ugh Payn and Randle o f Stanlow  
then Sheriffs, A lexander H urell, Randle o f D aresbury, Robert 
o f  Tarvin , W illiam  o f Doncaster.

[Two vesica-shaped seals, in white w ax; a star; 
legend, on the dexter one, s’ a g n e s  b u n s e  ; on the 
sinister one, s’ a l i c i a e  b u n c e ].

1 See following Charter.
1 These do not agree with any names in Canon Morris’ list.



L X IX . Sciant e tc.1 A lice form erly w ife o f  Robert Bras
[129^-3] ° f  Chester in liege poustey and pure widowhood 

grants to Randle Peck o f C hester all her land 
ly in g  between the land w hich w as W illiam  o f M idle’s and 
the land w hich was Richard le N oble’s in le Personeslone in 
Chester v iz. the land w hich she had by g ift  from A gnes 
Bunce and A lice Bunce her sister. Rent payable to Philip  de 
Childerhous and his heirs 3d. in silver and to A gnes and A lice  
Bunce id. and to grantor 3/-. W itnesses, H ugh o f B irchall 
then M ayor, N icholas Payn and Roger D unfow yl then Sheriffs, 
Robert Mercer, Robert o f Tarvin , Roger o f Tudenliam , David 
the M iller, John M aneware, R ichard the C lerk, and others.

[Vesica-shaped seal; a flowing scrolled ornament; 
legend, s ’ : a l i c i E: f i l i e : j o h : f i l : h v l h e l '1 2].

L,XX. Sciant etc. R oger Dunfoul o f Chester grants to
[1294-5]. H enry o f Soudon [or Sondon] carpenter a piece o f 

land ly in g  between the land o f H ugh o f B irchall 
citizen  o f C hester and the land o f R aynold o f Leene citizen  o f 
the sam e in Fleshm ongers Lane in the C ity  o f Chester and 
reaching from the h igh w ay o f F leshm ongers Lane to the 
W all o f  the C ity  of C hester. R endering ann ually  6 - at the 
four usual term s. W itnesses, H ugh of Birchall then M ayor, 
A lexander H urel and Robert Y th el then Sheriffs, W illiam  
Godebrother, Raj-nold Leen, W illiam  of Doncaster, Richard 
the C lerk, and others.

[Seal gone].

L X X I. Sciant etc. H enry de Soudon [or Sondon]
[1294-5]. carpenter [carj>e?itarius] grants to Raynold {_Reg- 

inaldus] de Lene citizen  o f  C hester a certain piece 
o f land ly in g  between the land o f H ugh of Birchall citizen  of 
C hester and the land o f the said Raynold in F leshem ongers 
Lone, and extendin g from the h ig h w ay  o f F leshem ongers 
Lone to the W all o f the C ity  o f C hester. R endering ann ually

1 See preceding Charter.
2 There is also the counterpart, with a small round seal, in green wax ; 

a fleur-de-lys; and the legend, s’ r o n u l f i  p e c k .
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to R oger Dunfoul 6/- in silver at the usual four term s. 
W itnesses, H ugh o f B irchall then M ayor, A lexander H urel 
and Robert Y th el then Sheriffs, Randle o f D aresbury, Robert 
o f Tarvin, W illiam  o f Doncaster, David M iller \M olend’ ~\, 
Roger the C lerk, and others.

[Seal gone].

L,XXII. U niversis etc. H ugh o f Hoole son of Roger
[1294-s]. Hoole grants to H enry o f A p p ilb y  citizen  of 

Chester, all his land ly in g  between the land w hich 
belonged to G ilbert o f N ew ton and the land o f Richard o f 
Blacon [Blakene] w ithout the N orthgate. Rendering ann ually  
3/- in silver. W itnesses, H ugh o f Birchall M ayor, A lexander 
H urel and Robert Y ch el Sheriffs, Robert de Tarvin , David 
called M iller \Dictus M olendinarius], Robert o f  M aclisfeld, 
Richard M iller \_Molendinar ’ ] .

[Seal gone].

L X X III. Sciant etc. Richard son and heir o f Richard
[c 1296] de T oft form erly citizen  o f C hester grants to 

A gnes Peck o f Chester all his land in Chester 
ly in g  between the land of Roger o f T udynham  citizen  o f 
Chester and the land w hich  belonged to M aster John Peck 
son o f the aforesaid A gnes in N orthgate Street. R endering 
ann ually  to the C apital Lords 7^d. for “  londgabul ”  between 
the Feast o f Ascension and Pentecost, and to grantor and his 
heirs one halfpen ny at Pentecost, and to grantor for the terms 
of h is life  6/8 at C hristm as and the N a tiv ity  o f St. John 
Baptist in equal portions. W itnesses, H ugh of B irchall then 
M ayor, A lexander H urel, Randle o f D aresbury, Richard of 
Tarvin , W illiam  o f Doncaster, Richard H arald, David the 
M iller [M olen d '\  Roger o f Tudynham , and R oger the C lerk.

[Circular seal, in green w ax; an animal, possibly a 
dog, passant, at the foot of a tree; legend, s’ RIC FIL 
RIC DE TOFT].



l i s t  of Seals

No. 1. Seal o f St. M ary’s N unnery (c . 1200).

2. Seal o f St. M ary’s N unnery (c . 1260).

3. Seal o f Abbot H ugh (1208— 1226).

4. Secretum  of same.

5. Seal o f St. W erb u rgh ’s A b b ey (c . 1225).

6. Seal o f  Sim on son o f E llen (e. 1230).

7. Seal o f M atilda w ife o f W illiam  the C u tler
[c. 1276).

8. Seal o f Robert son o f A lan o f Tarvin  (e. 1310).*

9. Seal o f the H ospital o f St. G iles ’ , Boughton
(1311-2).*

10. Seal o f Adam  M ustel (c . 1250).

11. Seal o f the H ospital o f St. John the Baptist,
w ithout the N orthgate (c. 1240).

12. Seal o f W illiam  o f Paris, bootm aker, o f
C hester (1309).*

13. Seal o f Alan son o f W illiam  Y o u n g (c . 1310).*

14. Seal o f L ad y  A lin a o f T oft (c. 128S).

15. Seal o f  W illiam  the C u tler (c. 1276).

* The Documents to which these Seals are appended will, it is 
hoped, be printed in the next volume of the 

Society’s Journal.




