
Obituary
H IS  H O N O U R  JU D G E  W Y N N E  F F O U L K E S

I T  is w ith  great regret that we chronicle in this num ber o f 
th e Journal the death o f one o f our V ice-Presidents, H is 

H onour Judge W ynn e Ffoulkes, who died at his residence, Old 
N orthgate House, Chester, on June 27th, 1903.

H e had retired from his ju d icia l duties as C oun ty C ourt 
Judge at the end o f 1899, havin g discharged them  w ith  con 
sum m ate ability  for tw enty-four years. O f his d istinguished 
legal qualifications we need not speak here ; it is sufficient 
to sa y  that th ey  were o f a v e ry  h igh  order, and received due 
recognition from every  quarter. It is as an archaeologist 
and antiquary o f considerable achievem ent that we have 
sp ecially  to regret his loss.

He came to C hester sh o rtly  after the Archaeological S ociety  
was founded, and was elected a m em ber in 1855, succeeding 
the R ev. W . H. M assie as Secretary. E arly  num bers o f the 
Journal w ill show how keen w as the interest he took in the 
S o ciety ’s w ork, and how valuable were the contributions 
w hich he made, from tim e to time, to the discussions at its 
m eetings. H e was ever keen ly  alive to the n ecessity  o f pre
servin g the ancient character o f the buildings o f our old C ity  ; 
and no im provem ents or restorations were made w ithout his 
vig ila n t eye being turned upon them, and his careful criticism  
being g iven . T his w as the case, not on ly when “  G od’s P rovi
dence H o u se ”  was re-edified (see V ol. II., p. 405), but also 
quite recently, when the roof o f S. M ary’s-on-the-H ill was 
repaired. A m ongst other contributions o f his to the T ran sac
tions, w as a Paper on the “  L ife  and C haracter o f A rchbishop
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Plegm und and on his connection with this C o u n ty ,”  which 
w as read before the Society  in January 1862.

H e also took an active part in the proceedings o f the 
Cam brian Archaeological Society, and contributed a num ber 
o f valuable papers to the “  Archaeologia C am brensis.”  The 
late Judge was an authority on the British Cam ps and E arth 
w orks, and made fruitful investigations in the m ountains 
about the V ale o f C lw yd. He was a connoisseur o f old silver 
and china, and had a ve ry  extensive and valuable library, the 
catalogue o f w hich (prepared for the sale w hich took place on 
N ovem ber 10th) showed how wide and varied were his literary  
tastes.

H e had not been able to attend the E ven in g M eetings o f the 
S ociety  for some time, but he was still a warm supporter o f it, 
and his w ise counsel and advice w ill be m uch missed.

T h e fo llow ing “ T rib ute from a F rie n d ”  is w orth preserving, 
and w ill be read w ith  interest and treasured b y  the members 
o f  the Society  :— “  The late Ju d ge’s varied attainm ents, and 
his cultured mind, brought him into contact w ith m any great 
men, and his acquaintance was sought, and his d eligh tfu l con
versation regarded as a great charm . There were few  subjects 
upon w hich he was unable to speak w ith  k n o w le d g e ; and his 
extrem e vivacity , warm  hospitality, and cordial greetin gs were 
g re a tly  appreciated. A  tru ly  Christian sp irit pervaded all his 
actions, and he was forgiv in g and kind in w h atever he had to 
do or say. An earnest Churchm an all through his life, he 
im parted a spirit o f C hristian feelin g w hereever he w ent. 
A  central figure am ong us all, he was m uch esteem ed and 
h ig h ly  regarded b y those who had the pleasure o f his acq uain t
ance. H is rem oval w ill be a severe loss to m any to whom 
he held out the hand o f gen ero sity  in a quiet, helpful, and 
unostentatious manner. He loved the C athedral and the 
quaint old spots o f our C ity , and knew  their h isto ry  far better 
than most who are supposed to have a thorough acquaintance 
w ith  the subject. He has delighted  m any a friend w ith his 
know ledge when conducting him  or her around the C ity . 
W hen appointed a Judge, W igan  was then a part o f his 
circuit, but the w ork on his circuit was so h ea vy  that the 
Lord Chancellor attached th at town to a less b usy circuit.



On his appointm ent it was said o f the learned J u d ge : ‘ The 
appointm ent w ill g iv e  the most live ly  satisfaction to the legal 
profession and the public. D uring his lon g career at the Bar 
the learned gentlem an ’s high personal qualifications have 
gained for him  universal esteem  ; and in selectin g him  to 
succeed the late Judge H arden, the Lord Chancellor has not 
on ly acknow ledged the ju s t claim s o f a barrister o f em inent 
ability, but secured for the adm inistration o f a most im portant 
departm ent o f law  the advices o f  a gentlem an of undoubted 
ju d icia l c a p acity .’ That was w ritten b y  a leading journal 
in 1875. H ow true it has proved those who knew  the late 
Judge’s punctilious care and painstakin g qualities can readily 
conclude. H is is a very  great loss to the legal profession, to 
the country, and to our C ity . The true type o f a fine old 
cultured cou rtly  E n glish  gen tlem an — now, alas! few and far 
betw een — he could ill be spared ; but it can be tru th fu lly  said 
o f him  th at he has passed aw ay full o f years and honours, 
leavin g behind, in his life  and actions, a great exam ple to 
m any, and un iversally  mourned by all. A s was said o f him 
b y an exalted  personage : ‘ He has served the State and the 
public w ith  conspicuous a b ility .’ W hat finer m onument can 
be wished for than that the record o f one’s life  can be summed 
up t h u s ! ”
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