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M i scel lanea

C H E S T E R  M U S IC A L  F E S T IV A L  1829

I T  has been known that a m edal was stru ck  to com m em o
rate one o f the C hester M usical F estiva ls ; but it seems 

no person connected with the F estivals o f recent years had 
seen one, or could find out w ho possessed such a medal.

A  short tim e ago, Mr. J. T . H ughes, A ssistant-O rganist o f 
C hester C athedral, w as inform ed b y  one o f his pupils that 
a roadm an, w orkin g in the neighbourhood o f F lint, had a 
m edal on w hich w as som ething about a Chester F estiva l. 
Mr. H ughes at once took the necessary steps to procure the 
m edal, and is now the possessor o f  this unique memento.

On the m edal we read : “  C hester F irst Grand M usical 
F e stiv a l.”  T h is is, perhaps, rather m isleadin g ; M usical F e s 
tivals, o f  several days duration, had been held in C hester 
C athedral for a considerable num ber o f years prior to t h i s ; 
and that o f 1829 w as the last o f the earlier series o f Festivals.

Robert P latt, E sq., as a boy, was present at the M usical 
F estiva l held in the C athedral in 1814; and, as an old man, 
w as also present at that held in 1882.

C atalani and Braham  san g at that o f 1814. In the course o f  
the m usic, L ord Com berm ere and Lord H ill, heroes o f the 
Peninsula, entered the church ; and im m ediately these fam ous 
voices, w ith  the chorus, burst out in the words, “  See the 
conquering hero com es.”  It m ust have been an ex c itin g  
moment. Dean Howson rem arked, in 1885, that a Festival
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in C hester C athedral would not have adm itted o f such an 
occurrence now.

T he m edal m easures i j  inches ; is o f lead ; the letterin g 
much rubbed on the reverse side. It is the on ly  one, up to 
the present tim e, known to be in existence.

H E  publication b y  “ T he Parish R egister S o c ie ty ”  o f
“  The R egisters o f C hester C athedral,”  cannot be w ith 

out interest to the mem bers o f  our S ociety . T h e extracts 
were transcribed m any years ago, b y  our Secretary, the late 
Mr. Thom as H ughes, F .S .A . ; and the book is edited b y  his 
son, Mr. T. Cann H ughes, M .A ., F .S .A ., the Tow n C lerk  o f 
Lancaster, and is printed w ith the perm ission o f the Dean 
and Chapter.

T here are, at the C athedral, four volum es o f R egisters ; the 
tw o first (from 1687 to 1721 and from 1723 to 1812, respectively) 
bein g g e n e ra l; and the other tw o are, one for Baptism s (from 
1812 to 1904), and the other for B urials (from 1813 to 1896). 
It is the first tw o w hich have been printed. N aturally, th ey  
are not as extensive as m any of our Parish R egisters, but 
th e y  are not w ithout interest. W e find, for instance, m en
tion made o f the follow ing professions or trades : proctor 
(frequently), peruke-m aker, pew terer, prothonotary, breechis- 
m aker, dancing-m aster ; w hilst the men o f the choir are 
alm ost in variably  sty led  Conducts. Som etim es the actual 
place o f interm ent is specified, e.g., the choir o f the C a th e d ra l; 
the maiden aisle o f the Cathedral ; the south cloister, & c. 
W ho was “  the good old L ad y  Donnolan, who was buried in 
the Choire o f C hester, A u gt. 18, 1692” ? aud how did she 
earn the title  o f  “ g o o d ” ? W h y were certain w eddings in 
1739 and 1741 described as “  according to ye sty le  o f E n g la n d ,”  
or “ E n glish  s t y le ”  ? W h y, in some entries o f  burial (from 
1699 to 1702), were the executors o f the deceased nam ed ?

A t a certain period (from 1772 to 1780) the disease w h ich  was 
the cause o f death is gen era lly  stated ; decay and consum ption
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occurring- frequently. Som etim es the en try is a little  fuller, 
as we read that the Rev. Obadiah Lane, who was buried 
Jan uary 28th, 1780, “ died o f a lin gerin g disease, at or about 
the age o f 47 ”  ; and the Rev. Edward M ainwaring, w ho was 
buried A u gu st 3rd, o f the same year, “  died o f a decline, at 
or about the age o f 72 yea rs.’ ’

O ther events are often noted down : as the election o f Minor 
Canons, Conducts, or V ir g e r s ; the installation  o f Preben
daries ; and the inthronem ent o f Bishops. The last en try  
printed runs thus : “  The R ight R everend G eorge H enry
Law , D .D ., inthroned Lord Bishop o f Chester, Ju ly  28th, 1812.”

O ccasionally, m arriages were solem nized in the C hapel o f 
the Lord Bishop, and are so entered. W e learn that, in 1749, 
“ the Cathedral was clean ’d, painted, and b eautifyed  ”  ; and 
that, in 1751, “ the C hoir was layd  w ith Marble, and the 
C loyster covered w ith a new Roof, b y  W illiam  Stradford, L L .D ., 
Com m issary o f R ichm on d.”

From 1784 to 1794 en try is made o f the D u ty  paid on the 
B u ria ls ; w hilst m ention is made, in 1688, o f a burial “ in 
Linnen ”  ; and, in the follow ing year, that “ The C e fte for 
b u r: in W oolen is kept in St. M arie’s C h u rch .”

T here is som ething pathetic in the fo llo w in g : “ Rev. John 
C leaver, C lerk , A .M ., V icar o f Frodsham , installed Prebendary, 
June 10, 1775 (dyed very soon a fte r).''

O ther item s in the R egisters m ight have been noted as 
h avin g some special interest from a fam ily or historical point 
o f view . T h e above are given  as fair specim ens of w hat the 
R egisters contain. In an appendix are added some notes 
m ade in the original transcript by the late Mr. H u g h es, 
w hich brin g out some details in the fam ily h istory o f the 
persons m entioned.

E. B.


