
Miscellanea
( C o n t r ib u t e d  b y  T he V e n e r a b l e  T he  A rc hdeacon  of C h e s t e r )

T H E  Society have had m ounted and fram ed an in terest
in g  old banner b elon gin g to the Sm iths, C utlers and 

P lum bers’ Com pany, w hich has been handed over to them , 
togeth er w ith a javelin  head, or head of the banner-pole, for 
preservation  in the G rosvenor M useum. T h e relics were 
form ally  presented b y the G uild  at their annual m eeting on 
J u ly  ioth  to Mr. F ran k Sim pson, as representative o f the 
Archaeological Society . T h e Archdeacon, on b eh alf o f the 
Society , sent a letter to the Secretary o f the Com pany, ex 
pressin g warm thanks, and tru stin g  that it w as an evidence 
o f the cordial relations ex istin g  between the C ity  C om 
panies and the Society, whose on ly desire w as to preserve 
for future generations these in terestin g  relics o f the past. 
T h e m oun ting o f the banner has been sk ilfu lly  executed, 
and it has been inspected w ith m uch interest at the M useum  
b y  the m em bers o f the G uilds. T he records o f the C om pany 
shew  that the s ilk  for the banner was purchased from  a 
Mr. D uke, Novem ber 12th, 1772. On A u g u st 25th, 1773, 
Mr. E dw ard Orm e w as paid £6  6s. for painting the colours, 
and on M ay 29th, 1783, Mr. W illiam  Bowcock was paid 10s. 6d. 
for a ja v e lin  head for the colours, ornam ented w ith a figure 
o f V ulcan  in gold and silver, and for a new  painting o f the 
staff. T he m akin g of a new plate for V ulcan, and a socket 
for the staff, cost the C om pany 2s. 6d. It is hoped that other 
Com panies m ay be led to place their records and relics in the 
custody o f the S ociety  for safe keep ing, and for the in struc
tion and inform ation o f the public generally.
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Mr. T. A rth u r Acton has continued the excavations at H olt, 
and has given  an account o f the results before the Cym m ro- 
dorion S ociety  in London, and also at W rexham  and else
where. T h ou g h  our Society  w as unable to arrange for 
another paper or lecture b y  him  last Session, we had the 
advantage o f his presence when Professor Bosanquet gave 
his, and he pointed out the im portant part w hich  po ttery  
p lays in the fix in g  o f dates for the historical s tu d e n t; being, 
in  th is respect, more reliable than coins. T h e excavations 
at H olt have confirm ed the opinion o f experts previously  
expressed, that the Roman settlem ent there w as not a m ilitary  
station, but a m anufactory, the tile  and pottery w orks o f 
the T w en tieth  L egion. T h e w aterw ay for carriage from 
H olt to C hester would be easy and expeditious. Mr. Acton 
is o f  opinion that the pottery found belonged to the second 
and not to the first cen tury. Besides the m anufactory proper, 
traces o f other b uild in gs have been found, in cludin g a b ath 
house and a villa .

T h e issue o f Vol. V III . o f  “ The C heshire S h e a f,”  third 
series, shows how m uch w e are indebted to its able E ditors, 
M r. F . C. B eazley, F .S .A ., and Mr. W . F ergusson  Irvine, 
M .A ., F .S .A ., mem bers o f  our S o c ie ty ;  and also to the 
Editor o f the “ C hester C o u ra n t”  for adm itting the various 
item s to  its colum ns, w eek b y w eek. T h e interest aroused 
b y  this m eans in objects and subjects antiquarian and h istor
ical cannot b u t be productive o f  m uch good, and m ust lead 
to their preservation, and to a more in telligen t stu d y  o f local 
h istory.

It is a satisfaction to know  that H is G race the D u k e o f 
W estm inster has had the front elevation  o f the A rcade in 
B ridge Street, Chester, altered in accordance w ith  the original 
design of the A rch itect, Mr. W . T. L ockw ood. T h e facade is 
o f  half-tim ber construction, and presents a p leasin g appear
ance quite in character w ith  C hester w ork, though its great 
h eig h t has the effect o f  dw arfing the adjacent build in gs. It 
is, however, no high er than the modern structure w hich  it 
supersedes. T h e alteration m ust have cost our Patron a 
large sum.
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In the person o f Mr. John D ouglas, A rch itect, o f  W alraer 
H ill, B oughton, the S o ciety  has lost one o f its oldest m em 
bers, for he jo in ed  it  in 1861, so that his m em bership lasted 
half-a-century. T hough o f late years he was seldom , i f  ever, 
at our m eetings, in form er days he was often present, or 
sen t for d isp lay  draw ings or photographs o f w orks executed 
b y  him  in and about the C ity  and C oun ty. Thus, on Jan uary 
3rd, 1872, he sent three choice and elaborate draw ings o f the 
new  Churches at T atten h all and Dodleston, and of the interior 
o f  S. M a ry ’s, W arrington ; w h ilst photographs were show n o f 
O akm ere M ansion, o f the restored V ale  R oyal A bbey, and o f 
other build in gs. Mr. D ouglas has le ft behind him  m any 
proofs o f  his artistic  sk ill, and o f his conservative care for 
ancien t edifices, and his reproductions o f the Cheshire style 
in both C ity  and C ou n ty  are a pleasing m onum ent to his 
m em ory.

It is m uch to be feared th at m any in terestin g brasses have 
disappeared from our C hurches, both in C heshire and in other 
parts o f the country. G reat care ought to be exercised to 
preserve such m em orials o f the past. T h ey  have, it is true, 
often suffered from the position in w hich  th ey  were o rig in ally  
placed on the floor o f  the C h u r c h ; som etim es, too, in places 
w here th e constant tread o f feet m ust have been injurious 
to them . In such cases it w ould be w ell to rem ove them , 
and fasten them  carefu lly  to the w all, retainin g, i f  possible, 
the origin al stone. R ecently, in the C hurch  o f S. M ary-on- 
th e-H ill, C hester, an old brass, w hich  had becom e loosened 
from the tom bstone to w h ich  it was affixed, has been care
fu lly  cleaned b y Mr. C. D. Ranson, and placed on the w all 
near the R ector’s Stall, It  consists only o f a coat-of-arm s, 
and belon gs to the Prescot fam ily. T h e original tom bstone 
bore the fo llow ing inscription  (w hich w as n early  illegib le  
in 1893) :—

“  Susanna, daugh ter o f  G eorge &  A nne Prescot, died 
3 Feb 1722

G rego ry, son o f the sam e, died O ct 4, 1745.
A n ne, w ife o f the said G eorge, died 12 Sept 1740, aged 

59 years
G eorge Prescot, M erchant, died M arch 10, 1747 aged 67.
Thom as Prescot o f E ardshaw  Co C est. E sq died 29 O ct 

1768 aged 63 ”
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W hether the tom bstone was laid  at the earliest o f these 
dates, in w hich  case the brass is n early  200 years old, it  is 
not now  possible to say. From  R andle H olm e's “ A cadem y 
o f A r m o u r y ”  w e gath er that the same coat-of-arm s (argent, 
a chevron between three owls, sable) was borne also b y  W ood, 
b y  G riffith ap Jenkin, and by M adock de la  Holm e.

W e have been deprived for som e m onths o f the advice and 
services o f  our H onorary C urator, Professor N ew stead. H is 
duties at the U n iversity  o f L iverpool gen era lly  are sufficien tly  
exactin g , and take up m ost o f h is tim e. T his year he has 
been out to A frica, h avin g been appointed one o f the 
Com m issioners to in vestigate  on the spot the origin o f “ the 
sleep in g sickn ess,”  and to report, so th at means m ay be 
adopted to counteract its ravages. T h e S o ciety  is honoured 
b y  th is selection. W e congratu late Professor N ew stead on 
his safe return, and no doubt we shall soon hear som ething 
o f th e resu lt o f h is in vestigations. In his absence the duties 
o f the Curatorship  devolve upon Mr. A lfred  N ew stead, w hose 
tastes and instruction  b y  his brother render him  p articu larly  
w ell fitted to d ischarge them .

W h ilst go in g  to press, a book, b y  one o f the m em bers o f  our 
S ociety , Mr. John H en ry  C ooke, o f W insford, has been pu b 
lished. T h e large quarto edition is lim ited to 300 copies, each 
o f w hich  is signed b y  the author. The title is “ Id a ; or the 
M ystery  o f  the N u n ’s G rave at V ale  R o yal A bbey, C h esh ire .”  
T h e book is b eau tifu lly  got up, and em bellished w ith  over 
th irty  illustration s o f a v e ry  interestin g character. It is styled  
“ A n  H istorical N o ve l,”  and it purports to g iv e  a p ictorial 
accoun t o f  the life  o f  the M onks and N uns o f V ale  R oyal 
Abbey, Norton Priory, and S. M ary’s N unnery, C hester. It 
is fu ll o f  h istorical details, and though a com plete review  o f a 
volum e o f n early  400 pages is m an ifestly  im possible here, it 
seem s o n ly  r ig h t th at the fact o f the publication o f th e w ork 
should find a m ention in the pages o f our Journal.


