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T  first sight, these four trading organisations 
rolled into one seem an incongruous mix
ture ; but it is not so in reality, for the first 

three had a common bond in the art and science of 
Heraldry, which was much used in painting, embroid
ery, and stained glass; and although they formed but 
one company, every member kept to his own particular 
craft, and it was specially laid down that “  noe brother 
shall intermeddle in either other trades or occupacon 
. . . . as a painter not to use either glasing,
Imbrotheringe1 or stacioninge, neither the Glaseor either 
paintinge Imbrothering or stacioning,” etc.

The first three Companies had been amalgamated 
some time before the Stationers joined them.2

1 We meet with Imbrauderers, Embroderers, and Brotherers.
2 They had joined by 1567 as this Ledger shows, but I doubt if they 

had joined much earlier than this. There never could have been many 
Stationers. See post, p. 178, for the year 1590.



Some fifty years ago the late Mr. Thomas Hughes 
read a paper on Chester Booksellers before our Society, 
and gave some information respecting this Company 
and some extracts from the books.3

The volume I am about to refer to is, however, of an 
earlier date and is the oldest possessed by this Com
pany, and, be it added, much more difficult to decipher, 
for the expenditure is, for the most part, in a very bad 
handwriting.

It is a book u i  by 7§ inches, and has been, for the 
most part, put together in 1584 and bound and rebound 
in later years. It is prefaced by a beautifully written 
page of capitals (added in the eighteenth century) as 
follows :—

“ B E  IT  R E M E M B E R E D  
B Y  T H IS

W O R S H IP F U L  C O M P A N Y  
T H A T  T H E  
C H A R T E R

B E L O N G IN G  T H E R E T O  IS P R E S E R V E D  IN 
T H E

BR ITISPI M U SEU M  
A M O N G  T H E  

M S S
O F  O U R  D E C E A S E D  B R O T H E R  

R A N D L E  H O L M E .”

Then follows a memorandum :—
“ Anno a N atu : Saluatoris nostri 

I596
W heat was sould in this yeare 
for above x l sh illin gs the B usshell

3 See Part Y. of the Old Series of our Journal published in 1858. 
Mr. Earwaker also exhibited these books before the Society, and 
references to the Company may be found in Mr. Henry Taylor’s paper on 
our “ City Companies,” Yol. Y., N.S.; Mr. Frank Simpson’s paper on the 
“ Barber-Surgeons’ ”  Company in Yol. XVIII., N.S.; the same writer’s 
paper in the present Volume; and Morris’ Chester, p. 109.

154 THE p a in t e r s , e t c ., c o m pa n y
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R h y at x x x v ij8 the B usshell 
Oates at x x 8 the B usshell 
S ack  at x d the quart
G ascoigne w h yte &  claret at v iijd the quart 
Good ale at iijd &  iiijd the quart 
Oatm eale G roats at v d the quart 
F leash, butter m ylk  verey  deare

Thom as C haloner
1597

R h y  at x x i bus[hell] at ’a lhalar ty d e .”

Then come the Oaths, Orders, and Ordinances4 of 
the Company; instructions “ for others and straingers” ; 
names of “ Apprentices admitted,” etc.; all excellently 
transcribed, and there can be no doubt that many of 
these opening pages were written by Thomas Chaloner 
of that family which is said to have “ greatly affected 
heraldry ” at the end of the sixteenth century.

Chaloner was a painter, a poet, a member of Lord 
Derby’s company of players, an antiquary, and Ulster 
King of Arms. The first Randle Holme was appren
ticed to him and he married Holme’s widow.

When Chaloner joined the Company it is probable 
that he was asked to “ write u p ” and arrange this 
book. The following minutes are in his own hand
writing :—

“  1584
M em orandum  In Anno 1584 Mr Robert Brerwoode M aior 

o f the C itty e  the v jth daie o f October, Thom as C haloner was 
made a freem an and the v jth o f October he w as sworn a 
brother to the occupacone and laid doune for his ffyne iiij11 
w hereof he payd x x 8 w icht w as distributed the sam e day 
am ongst the Com pany &  uppon Thursdaie being the next 
daye after hee made his dynn er to the said Com panye James 4 * *

4 Similar regulations have already been printed in our Journal in
connection with other Companies, so there is no need to give them here.
(See for example Mr. Simpson’s paper in the present Volume.)
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Banester and Robert Lecbe w eare Alderm en E dw ard D obey 
and John D eusburye Steuards and uppon S* L u k s D ay n ext 
after Edward D obye and Thom s C haloner w eare chosen 
Stew ards. x x s 1584

T ho’ C haloner 
v i j th o f  October

And besyde the savde Thom as C haloner gave to the Com- 
panye A 0 1587 botlie Coloures and the m akin g o f a Banner 
w ith the foure Sundrie C oats H elm es M antells and Creasts 
w ell w orth fy v e  nobles. xxxiij"  iiijd ”

In “ Charges layd out for the Companye this year 
1584” we find : —

“  In pris for paper to w rite upp the other end ordered in 
the b egyn n in ge o f th is B ooke j d

For paper sett in this booke w hearine are the O thes, Orders, 
and Ordinance o f y e C om pany j d ”

The items of expenditure of such a Company as 
this must always be interesting, but in this case they 
are especially so, for they include the monies spent in 
preparations for the “ Shepherds’ Play,” and thus throw 
a valuable side-light on the stage management of one 
of our Chester Miracle Plays.

This Company had always undertaken to produce 
this special play.

In the earliest Banes we find :—
“  P aynters G lasiars &  broderers 5 in fere [com pany] 

H ave taken on theym  w ith  full good chere 
T hat the Sheppards p la y  then shall appere 

And that w ith  rig h t good w ill.”

In the later Banes we have:—
“  T h e appearinge A n gell and starr upon C hristes b eirth  

To sheapeardes poore, o f base &  low e degree,
Y o u  painters &  glasiors decke out w ith all m eirth,
A nd see that Gloria in E xcelsis  be songe m erelye.

5 This is a Fifteenth Century Banes, and we should not expect to 
tied any mention of Stationers. In the later Banes they were probably 
omitted, with the Embroiderers, for lack of space.
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Few e wordes in that pageante m akes m eirth truely,
For all that th e A lter had to stand uppon,
W as G lorj'e to God above, and peace one E arth  to M an.”

We are told also in Kings’ Vale Royal that in 
July, 1577,

“ The Earl o f Derby, the Lord Stran ge w ith  m any others 
cam e to this C ity  and were honourabl}T received b y  the M aior 
and C itizen s, the Shepherds’ P lay  was played at the H igh 
Crosse, w ith  other trium phs on the Roods E y e .’ ’ 6

This play (which was undoubtedly by a local play
wright and was the most popular of the series) also got 
tacked on to the Midsummer Show, and the Shepherds 
walked on stilts to add greater interest to the pro
cession.7

I now give the principal items of interest from the 
Company’s Ledger. Much must be omitted.

1567-15688
For W hytsone P layes the yeare o f oure Lord G od a 

thousand fy ve  hundreth  thrye score &  e3Tgh t then M ayor o f 
the C itie  o f C h ester Mr R y d Dutton li s. d.

For the rest o f a room at our first m eetin g9 ij
To the sharem an for the dressyn g o f oure

sk y n n es10 viij

6 I believe this to be the last performance of the play, and as it was 
by command of the Mayor I presume he paid for it, for it does not 
appear in the Company’s Accounts. In these Accounts we read of the 
play being performed in 1567, 1572, and 1575, and the “ Annals of 
Chester,” published in the Cheshire Sheaf, give 1560, 1566, 1571, and 
1574. Dates are never a strong point with these old scribes, and the old 
method of reckoning the commencement of the year often led to 
confusion.

7 This fact is made known to us for the first time by these Accounts. 
Was the idea of the Shepherds walking on stilts taken from France p 
See post, p. 173, for an amusing entry about these stilts.

* 1568 was first written and then cancelled.
9 Every member “ paid his shot” at a Meeting. This was generally 

a levy of one penn}r per member, and if the combined pence were not 
sufficient the debit balance was, as here, carried to the general account. 
The Company had no regular place for meeting until they joined the 
Barbers’ Company in hiring the Phoenix Tower, see post, p. 190.

10 For their hoods.
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To C ryssr [Christopher] ta lyo r for m akyn g li. s. d.
o f our h uddes11 xii

For our horses at the ryd y in g  of the Banes xvi
To the p risen ers12 j
To Newton for ryd y in g  o f the Banes j
Spent at Thom as Im sons to speak w ith Mr

H an key for Shepheard B oyes ij
F or paper to coppye the o re y g e n a ll13 j
A t our first rehearse at oure A lderm ans xvj
A n en dst R icd G arrett for rest o f a shote 14 v
Spent at R icd H alew oods about the h yrrrvin g

[hiring] o f the C a r r y g e 15 iiij
Spent at Mr H an keys about Mr Bryd [Bird] vj
Spent at M aster H an keys at the rehearsee

the sam e day v
Spent at our A lderm ans when we rehearsed

before Mr M ayor1'5 ij vj
Spent at our A lderm ans the first tym e we

m ett in the Common H all x x

11 “ Yet in London amongst the graver sort (I mean the liveries of 
Companies), remaineth a memory of the hoods of old time worn by their 
predecessors: these hoods were worn, the roundlets upon their heads, 
the skirts to hang behind in their necks to keep them warm, the tippet 
to lie on their shoulder, or to wind about their necks; these hoods were 
of old time made in colours according to their gowns, which were of two 
colours, as red & blue, or red & purple, murrey, or as it pleased their 
Masters & Wardens to appoint to the Companies.”—Stow’s London.

12 The Bane3 were proclaimed at the Bars, the Castle, and the 
Northgate. The wretched prisoners confined in these places were allowed 
certain privileges and could walk outside to hear the Banes read.

13 The original Play book. Possibly the one possessed by the 
Corporation containing all the plays, or perhaps the “ Shepherds’ Play ” 
belonging to the Company.

14 It is curious how the word “  Shot ” (o .e . sceot—a tax or levy) lost 
its original meaning and became synonymous with a meeting or carouse. 
A document belonging to the Chester Corporation speaks of “ a shott or 
drinking.” See Morris’ Chester, p. 381.

When the mourners at a Welsh funeral were too poor to bear the 
expenses of it, a collection was made outside the house and was called a 
“ shot.” See Border .Counties, Byegones, August, 1899.

15 The carriage or “ pageant ” on which the play was performed.
16 It was the Mayor’s duty to take care that the actors were efficient.
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li s. d.
Spent for b orryin g &  co n v ey in g  a naked

c h ild 17 ij
For m ogges [m ugs for drin kin g] ij vj
For pain tin g  of our ox  and asse, and our

pye in the Com m on H a ll18 iiij
For a bests baly  [beast’s belly] to d in er19 x
For a w yssh in g p u d d in g20 j ob
For cop p yin g our origenall xij
Spent at John C ocks to borrow b o tte lls21 ij
To butter to the p lay  viij

17 A small child dressed in gay ribands and sitting amidst a bower of 
green rode upon a horse in the Midsummer procession. Each Company 
seems to have had one, and the Accounts contain dozens of references to 
this custom, the origin of which is obscure.

18 The painting was probably on canvas and was intended to represent 
the manger at Bethlehem.

19 There are other similar entries and they evidently mean a kind of 
haggis, i.e., the heart, liver, etc.

20 What pudding was this ? I am inclined to think that it refers to 
the previous item, as the intestines of an animal were called “ puddings,” 
and an untidy person was said to “ have his puddings about his heels.” 
Or does it refer to a sweet pudding ? Our Christmas plum pudding is 
said to have come in with the House of Hanover, and everyone in the 
house is expected to “  wish ” and to stir it when made. The act of 
“  wishing” is very old Folk-lore (c/., wishing-wells), and it seems possible 
from this item, that it may have got grafted on to our Christmas pudding 
from earlier times.

21 No doubt the old wooden flasks with stoppers, such as shepherds 
used. Ordinary bottles would have been easily procured.

Pastor I. : “ Now to wete our mouths tvme were
This flagette will I tame, yf thou rede us

Pastor III .: And of this bottill nowe will I bibbe
For heare is but ot' the beste.”

The first shepherd’s boy presenting his offering to Our Saviour at the 
manger says:

“  Now Lord for to geve thee have I nothinge 
Neither goulde, silver, bruche nor ringe 
Nor no rich robes mete for a Kinge 

That I have heare in store :
But that yt lacks a stoppell
Take thou heare my well [fayer] bottill
For it will hold a good pottill

In faith, I can geve thee no more.”
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li s. d

For chesse [cheese] 22 v
T o  n ayles iij
T o  a C o rd e23 ij
F or W h y ste lls24 j
For pynnes j

p o yn te s25 j
Spent att R ich d H alewoods upon W hitsun

Sunday in drin k iiij
Spent the sam e - day upon the Shepherd

boyes ij
T o  brydde [bread] vj
T o  Crab fy ssh e s30 ij
To m ending T row es C o te 27 ij
F or copyin g a y ’sell [an epistle or letter] iiij
F or Potes of ale at R icd H alewoods when we 

dressed our p layer &  when we made 
our caps and cote vj

F or brede for the playe iiij

22 Pastor I I . :
“ Hera is bred this daie was baken ;

Onyaus, garlieke and leiokes 
Butter that bought was in Blacon,

And greene cheese that will greese your cheekes.”
Halliwell says “ green cheese—cream cheese.”  Other authorities 

consider that it means fresh cheese and made of skim milk, cf., “ The 
moon is made of green cheese.”

23 To nail up the canvas scenery.
21 Third Boy [at the manger] :

“  O noble childe of thee [?]
Alas ! what have I for thee 
Save only my pipe ?
Elies trewlye nothinge.
Were I in the rocks or in 
I coulde make of this pippe 
That all the woode shoulde ringe 
And quiver, as yt were.”

25 Laces.
26 Perhaps a Parkgate commodity, for shell fish could not have 

carried far in those days.
27 Each of the shepherds had a boy under him. Their chief assistant, 

however (who also had a boy under him), was Trowe or Trowle—a 
ragged, impertinent, strong young fellow who could “  sauce” the shepherds 
and wrestle with them. His appearance with his “  good dog Dotinel,” 
otherwise “  Sillybilly,”  must have created great laughter. Trowle was, 
no doubt, the “ making” of the play.
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Pavd for them  that puled the caryge  [pulled

l 6 l

li s. d.

the carriage] * vj
To the v iii pullers o f the carvge iij -
T o  the M ynstrell X

To JosefF X

T o meat for the A ss '20 viij
Tow ards the fech yin g  o f him iiij
F or horse b read 30 to the harness horse iiij
To John H utton for a q[u]arter o f vele xvj
a quarter o f corse vele viij
a beasts b elly  and calves fette viij
a m yd c a l f 31 and a nox to n g e 3'2 viij
a calves head iiij
a g r e n e 33 iij
a Tuppes h e a d 34 ij

2* The “ pageant” or “ carriage ” was sometimes drawn by horses and 
sometimes pulled by men.

29 It seems that this animal must have been hired for use in the 
“  Manger ” scene, thus superseding the canvas representation, or possibly 
Mary rode on it in procession.

80 Made of beans and pease by the bakers of the city. A baker was 
prosecuted, temp. Richard III., for selling horse bread deficient in weight 
and quality.

81 The “ m ” is written in a much later hand over what appears to be 
“ k,” and kyd calf=a young calf. But the later scribe is right. “ Mid
calf ” is a well-known Lancashire dish similar to lamb’s fry, and the cost 
corresponds.

82 Primus Pastor :
“ My secchell [satchel] to shake oute 

To shepheardes am I not ashamed;
And this tonge pared round aboute 

With my tonge it shall be atamed.”
[another version]

“ And that is in my sachell to shake out 
To shepheardes am I not ashamed.

This oxe tonge, pared round about,
For your tooth it shall be attained.”

88 Some green vegetable. Very few were grown at that time.
84 Tercius Pastor :

“ L o ! heares a sheepes head sawsed in ale,
And a grayne to lay on the greene,

And sower mylke my wife hath ordened 
A noble supper as well is seene.”
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li s. d.

ale at John C ocks iiij
To our L adyes w a yg e  iiij
T o  iiij shepherd boyes ij v iij
T h e h yre o f  our carryage iiij
A  pair o f &  T row e’s shew es [shoes] xvj
To Richd H alew ood’s wj-ffe for x v  h a g a y s 3-'' vij 
To her for bacon vj
To her for a calves hed iiij
To her for bread and ale in the m orning 
To the Putters &  to the M ynstrelle &  at our

supper iiij
F or p ’b olyin g [parboiling] o f our g a r b y g e 36 xij
F or a qr o f lam bs to John H utton x
To five h aggassys to Randolph Bales w ife ij ij
To a garnishe for the ly tte ll ch yld  ij
F or a pottel o f beer at our alderm ans ij
To the M yn strelle uppon M ydsom er even8 vj
To the Prysoners at the sam e tim e j
To Rich'1 H alew oods w yffe for brede upon

Midsomer even v iij
To her for d ryn k  the same tym e ij viij
To a p o tte ll37 o f w hyte w yne vj
F or S am o n tt38 ij iiij

85 and 36 Or “ Hagosyes,” i.e., “ Haggis,”  a “  heart, lungs, liver, etc., of 
sheep boiled in maw with suet and oatmeal,” and “ garbyge” means 
“ offal of an animal used for food ” (Oxford Dictionary) . In Promptorium 
Parmdornm we find “ Garbage of Fowles—Entera,” and “ Gybelet—idem 
quod garbage ” and “ Gyserne of Foules—idem quod garbage.” Halliwell 
has “ Gesarne—the garbage,” and quotes: “ Tak the gesarne of a hare, and 
stampe it, and temper it with water, and gvf it to the seke mane or 
womane to drink.”

37 A “ Pottill ”  was two quarts, therefore the wine was threepence per 
quart, or about the usual price in those days.

38 This is the only entry referring to this fish. The old idea that 
salmon was so plentiful in bygone times that apprentices refused to eat 
it has long been exploded. There seems no reason for thinking that it 
was more plentiful or cheaper than now.

Unfortunately, “ salmon ” may mean one fish or more, so that 
this item is no guide as to cost, but at that period a salmon must be 
sold whole, so it was not less than one. The fishmonger was not 
permitted to cut it up for sale. See Morris, p. 424.
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li s. d.
To the E ldest sh e p p e ttm i j
To the Second sheppett X X

To the third sheppett X X

To Trow i j

To Trow es boy v j

To Tow  sheppetts for g o yin g  upon Mid-
som er even X

To Tow  sheppets when the Banes were
rydden X

To hym  that rydeth  [readeth] the oryginall x i j

To the A ngel v j

T h e sum  is i i i j i j v j

T he hole sum of the W hytsone p layes and
all the charge o f oure Occupacon from
S aj'n t L ukes D aye un tyll the vth o f Ju ly
is i i i j i j v j

W yche is for every  brother V V

W hereof Thomas Poule is bated in his part i i j
Mem : T h at Ric : C alye ys indebted to the

O ccupacyon for W hytsone playes V V

Due to him  for incom e o f the brydren
[brethren] i j i x

H e is behind for charges upon S ayn t L ukes
D ay iij

Grave and gay alternate in the next list of expenses:—

1568
A t the Feste of Sannte L u ke lasste passed M idsome Show e 

no W hitson playes.
li s. d.

at cure brodear W etts dinner for ii pottells
of sake x

T h e m enstrell at our broder W atts D inner v iij
P ayd to our S ister pilline the fosste o f a lle  x
To oure S istear P illine the rest that [is due] x
laid oute for ye  m enstrelles at W illiam

Stevenson W edding iiij 39

39 The three shepherds were always represented of different ages. 
The importance of Trowle is seen in his pay being equal to the principal 
shepherd.
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li s. d
lede doune for carrin ge o f the Coffin viij
Spend at M estear Meares bissiness for a bill ij
U pone M idsomer n igh te at oure A llderm ans v vj
T h e same feste m edsomar n igh te in \v3me viij
G iven  to R ycharde D aw bye and the myn- 

strelles for m idsom er n ygh te

I569
M idsomer Show  no W hitson p laye 

Anenst layd  doune for a quart o f sacke at
our alderm anes uppon S ayn tt lukes d aye vj

F or en tryin g auayon [an action] uppon
C rysser B u ck ley  ij

F or a rystety n g  [arresting] o f him iiij
For the iij Sheppets w ayge xviij
a payre o f gloves for the A n gell ij
To R yd C aw ayde [Cawood] for a stern [star] 40 ij
F or a d ec la ra tio n ] for C hris' B u ck ley  ij iiij
Spent a Thom as M assies uppon our A ld er

men at the b uryall o f R yd H alewoode xij
Mem : R yd Dobe is fyned for his absence at

a m eetyng the ix  o f A p r il l41 vj

In 1570, the Company laid down most stringent rules 
regarding the price of hats and caps, and also punish
ment* for evading the rules. It is notified therefore

“ T h at if  an y o f the sayd com panie m ake or cause to be 
w rought made or done or by a n y  subtell m eans or devyse 
[device] deviysse [devise] or cause to be devysed  to be 
w rought made or done, an y kinds o f hatt or hatts o f  any kynd 
o f facyon [fashion] or m akyn g, i f  h it be butt p layne, to an y 
m anner o f p ’son or p ’sons w ithin the C y tte  o f  C hester or 
w hout the sayd C itte unther [under] suche prysses or lesse 
than suche prysses as are hereafter and under w rytten  and 
expressed,”

40 The Star of Bethlehem.
41 Pines such as this constantly occur but the amounts are reduced 

sometimes to 4d. and 3d., and sometimes remitted.



then, for such breach of rule, 6s. 8d. must be paid and 
the stuff might be seized and sold.41”

Here are the prices :—
li s. d.
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F fu rst for a hatt playne w h oute an y w ork
on it viij

a hatt w 1’ a ly tte ll border not w rough t in
th e te n t42 xij

a hatt one p a y n e 4S w rough t &  a nother
p layn e xij

a hatt th att y s  in stryppes or paynes w rought
all over xvj

a hatt stych ed  all over xvj

a hatt the turffS44 and all styclied  ij

41a “ I take it, that the use of square bonnets worn by noblemen, 
gentlemen, citizens and others took beginning in this realm by Henry VII., 
and in his time, and of further antiquity, I can see no counterfeit or other 
proof of use.

“ Henry VIII., towards his latter reign, wore a round flat cap of 
scarlet or of velvet, with a brooch or jewel, and a feather ; divers gentle
men, courtiers, and others did the like. The youthful citizens also took 
them to the new fashion of flat caps, knit of woollen yarn, black, but so 
light that they were obliged to tie them under their chins, for else the 
wind would be master over them.”—Stow’s London.

42 Made at home in the shop and not “ wrought in the tent ” at the 
great Midsummer fair.

44 “  Payne ”  is a 11 panel,” or the pattern divided off by stripes, as the 
next item shows.

14 This is a very uncommon word. Halliwell quotes Palsgrave’s old 
French-English Dictionary, published 1530: “ Turfe of a eappe,rebras”— 
Palsgrave, and “  Tyrf or turvyng upon an hoode or sieve, resolucio”— 
Promptorium Parvulorum, 1440.

It was evident from these quotations that “ turffe” meant a hat 
44 turned up at the brim,” but, in order to be certain, I brought the matter 
before Professor Weekly, of University College, Nottingham—a recognized 
authority—who says : “ The word undoubtedly means the ‘ turned np 
brim of a hat in this case . . . .  The origin is the Mid.-Eng. verb 
‘ tirve,’ more commonly ‘ terve,’ to turn in general . . . .  The 
word is interesting because of its solitary survival in topsy-turvy.” It is 
amusing to see how the scribe thought the word, like a good deal of the 
finery of the period, was French!

M



a hatt Im braudered all over o f ve lvet in the
tente iiij vj

a h att w h a border a boute h it and a flower
in the C row ne w rought in the tente ij iiij

1570
T h e charges for our occupacyon for the yeare o f our 

lord god 1570.
M idsom er Show  no W hitson plays.

li s. d.

16 6  T H E  P A IN T E R S, E TC., COMPANY

li s d.

payd to the m ynstrelle  uppon S ayn t L u kes
day at our A lderm ans xij

payd for the rest o f  a shotte at R y fe  [Rafe]
Shortw oods the sam e day ij

For the rest o f a sh o n te45 at our Alderm ans
the sam e d ay vj

Spent at R andall Y n ces [ lu c e ’s] when the
passage was for C hris : B yck ley  iiij

Spent when C hissr B yck ley  sealed their
ob lygacyon  vj

F o r en teryn g anaccyon [an action] uppon
R y d Sutton ij

for a R estyn g him  to the same accyon iiij
F or g o y in g  on the sty ltes xij
Spent uppon M idsomer even in gud cheare iiij
to the M ynstrells the same tim e xvj
for m akyin g a declaracyon for Sutton xij

1571
No expenditure noted, only fines.

1572
For W hitsone P layes the yeare o f our Lorde God a thousande 

fy v e  hundrethe sevente and j j .
T h e m ayre o f the C y tte  o f Chester M aster John hankye. 
W hitson P layes w ent th is year 1572 and M idsomer Show

also.
[A ccounts] li s. d.

F or our horses at the ry d y n g  of the banes xvj
F or papare j
For ryd d y n g  [reading] the banes j

45 A fresh corruption.
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li s. d.
For the reste o f a Shonte at the fyrste

rehersse vj

Spende on the iiij sin garse at R ondylle
Y n c e s 46 ij

For x iiij yerthen  m oges [m ugs] iij

Spende at Tom as lynecarse for the baryage
o f the cariage vj

Pede to Doosse w yfe to garneshe the
hagoosscys xij

Spentte in R ych art tw yssces sp ekin g for the
A r s e 47 j

Before the generall reherse in Robert hale-
wodes vj

I<ede done [laid down] goinge to loke for
s k y n n e s 48 ij

lede done at the generaulle reherse denar vj

P ayde to R ogare C olarke for ij yarne [iron]
stab ylls [staples] iij

For iiij w ystlles ij

payde at the h y ryn g e  of the car}’ages j
payde for ij chesses v
for a gam bone49 a bacon &  iiij fy tte 50 vj

46 The music was not expensive. The singers named probably come 
from the Cathedral, or Monastery as it was then still called.

47 For the Manger scene or for riding in procession.
48 For their hoods.
49 Tercius Pastor :

“  Abyde, fellowes, and yon shall see here 
This hotte meate serveid here
Gammons and other good meate in feare [company]
A pudding with a pricke [skewer] in the ende.”

50 A pig’s feet.
Primus Pastor:

“  Now will I caste of my cloke
And put out part of my liverye,

And put out that I have in my pocke
And a pygges foote from pudding purye.” 

“ Gygges” foot appears in Wright’s version, but the alliteration 
clearly shows “ pigges,”  as Wright himself observes.

M  2



1 68 T H E  P A IN T E R S , ETC., COMPANY

li s. d.
For ij gan n okes from W a v y n to n e 51 ij

For ge ttin g  w e d e s52 ij

Spend at g e tty n g e  c a tte s 53 an b o tty lse  iiij

payde for a topes yede [tu p ’s head] iij

F or nelles corde pynes pyn ttes &  pake-
th r y d e 84 ix

F or the as[s] lede doune xij

F or peyn tin g the h o n k e 63&  ars the sty ltes
and the stave xij

F or C rabes j

for a law ne a ve lle  [loin o f veal] vj

To Dosse w y fe  for hagocyes vj viij

To the Sheppet b oyes iiij

Roger C alcotte for a form to the carryge ij

A  skyn n e to trowes shew es vj

Trow es b ove vj

Or R ady vj

John T a cker for a board iij

A  pot o f bear j

61 Tercius Pastor :
“ And heare ale of Halton I hare

And whotte meate I hade to my hier 
A pudding may no man deprave,

And a jannacke of Lancaster Shire.”
But instead of going to Lancashire they went to Waverton for the 

“ jannocks.” Even then one wonders why they went so far to get so little. 
“ Waverton puddings” are an old institution and are made at Waverton 
Wakes, which take place on the first Sunday after July 10th. Perhaps 
these are the descendants of the famous “ jannocks.”

52 Garments, c/., “ widow’s weeds.”
53 Cates, “ choice food,” “ Comfits and Cates.” “ From an earlier acate, 

an old French dialect form corresponding to modern French achat= 
purchase, . . . .  whence our Caterer."—Weekly, Romance of Words.

34 Points=laees. Ail these were in use for the scenery and actors.
65 The hank or handle of the banner, and the staff of office carried 

before the Company. Perhaps there was some decoration of the harness 
of the “ Ars.”
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li s. d.
H a rv ey ’s w a g e s56 i viij
Tuddes w age i viij
T row es w age ij -
T h e w age o f the A n gel vj
R yd in g  [reading] o f the orygnal j -
Spent go in g  to borrow b o g y tte s57 ij
F or a bestes tongue &  iiij calfes fytte v iij
F or botture [butter] viij
P ayd  W . Dooses wyffe for lethes &  len arse58 xij
F or a tryn e platar [treen platter] 59 iij
To viii pottares o f  the caryages ij X

To Peter a Moston™ for trow e’s shone [shoes] 
ruakyng and for his penes an laburs xvj

56 The first shepherd was Hankin, the second Harvey, and the 
third Tudde.
First Shepherd: “ H o! Harvey ! ho ! h o !

Drive thy sheep to the low.
Cry thou must this loud—by this day—
Tud is deaf and may not well hear us.”

Second Shepherd : “ How Tud! Come for thy fathers’s kin ! ”
First Shepherd : “ Nay ! fye ! thy voice is wondrous dim 

Why knowest not thou him ?
Fye man for shame.
Call him Tud, Tibbe’s son,
And then will the Shrew come.”

67 “  Budge ”  is lambskin with the wool dressed outwards. “ Budge 
Bow,” in London, was for the sale of this trimming, as “ Paternoster 
Row ” was for the sale of beads. The budge was used for the hoods.

58 “ LeneBse ”  or “ leunesse ”=lean fiesh. (Promptorium Parvulorum.) 
“ Lethes,” I take to be “  livers.” The scribe is a wretched speller and 
probably pronounced “ liver ” as “ lither.” Such a change was not 
uncommon, as “ Litherpool” and “ Liverpool.”

59 A wooden platter. The word still survives in “ trencher” and 
“ trencherman.” Holinshed, the historian, in speaking of the improve
ments in the life of the people, says : “ The thirde thinge they tell of is 
the exchange of treene platters into pewter, and woode spoones into 
silver or tin. For so common were al sortes of treene vesselles in old 
time that a man should hardly find four peces of pewter, of which one 
was peradventure a salte, in a good farmer’s house.” “  Treen beddes was 
he wont to make.”— Cursor Mundi.

60 Moston—a small township just outside Chester. Trowe’s shoes 
seem to have been of rough goatskin, so that he must have looked some
thing like Robinson Crusoe. It is evident that they were a very 
important item.
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F or bayse [baize] that Richard Dobie had
li s. d.

j
F or paints to boneM the pleares ij
payd to the M ynstrals ij
for tw o w ysty les  for Trowe ij
F or the breakfast to the pleares and pottars 

o f the C aryage vi viii
D rink to the pleares iiij
P ayre o f lether garters yj
a Shype hoke [sheep’s hock] yj
For go in g  upon the sty ltes at the rid in g o f 

the banes vj
a nother payr o f sew es [shoes] for Trow e xvj

F or w heat to cook ven eson 62 the x j o f 
Septem ber

3 3 2
li s. d.

ij -
a C rock  of beer xij
a pottle o f sack xij
a qr of m utton X

another qr o f mutton X

iij pound o f sew ett viij
ii oz o f pepper vj
vSasone [seasoning] j
butter iij
iij pottles of claret w yne x viij
To the W ayterne iiij
another pottele o f  claret w yne i'j
F o r ale iij
F or peares iij
for b ak in g the venison iij

61 Bone=to get ready.
G2 This was “ Frumenty ” or “  Furmety.” An old formula is : “ Take

clean wheat, & tray it in a mortar, that the hulls be all gone off, and 
seethe it till it burst, and take it up and let it cool; and take fresh clean 
broth, & sweet milk of almonds, or sweet milk of kine and temper it a ll; 
and take the yoke of eggs. Boil it a little & set it down & mess it forth 
with fat venison or fresh mutton.” Venison was seldom served without 
this accompaniment, but sometimes furmety seasoned with cinnamon, 
sugar, etc., was a dish of itself. A person in a dilemma was said to be 
“  in a frumenty sweat.”



1573
M idsom er Show e on ly  no W itson p laye

li s. d.
F or ij potts o f ale att Thom as Barkers on

M idsom ers even ij
To R yd  Dobe for go in g  uppon the sty ltes  iij
To E dw ard Dobe for go in g  uppon the sty lts

at M idsom er iij
For w ry ty n g  the coppe o f our order ij
F or R usshes j

1574
li s. d.

F or r y n g y n g  the greate bell o f  ye  a b b e y 63 x ij
F or go in g  on th e s ty lts  x ij
F or en tryin g Tom ase Pentone ij
For a restyn ge tom ase Pentone iiij
F or an excekusion  for Jeffere b y c k e le 64 ij

1575
F or W hytson  p layes in the y r o f  oure Lorde God 1575 and in 

the sam e yeare

John S a n y ch e65 M ayor o f this C yte  o f Chester.
li s. d.

I layd  doune at the rehearse b y  com m and of
Mr M ayore xij

F or bere for the pleares at . the same
reherse j

For ij goat skyn n es for trow es shoes iij
For x v j erthen m oges [m ugs] x x j
F or w yste lls  ij
F or the heyare [hire] o f the ij bardes1,1 and

trow es cape xvj

63 The first time this is mentioned in the Accounts. Most of the 
Companies contributed to this useful curfew for a long period.

64 These are for offences against the Company, which, as time went 
on, became more and more strict in compelling its members to observe 
the rules and regulations.

63 This is an extraordinary spelling for Sir John Savage; and this is 
the last performance entered on the books.

60 Bard=a trapping for a horse—Halliwell. Probably used in 
procession.
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li s. d.
F or w ystelles ij
F or the b rekyn g e of the botell ij

In nales, pyn es &  pak th ryd e vj

F or pouder for the se n g e rs07 vj

For the leg loyne &  tou nge of veil x v

F or the topes hed &  the greyn es ij
F or the boylenge and dressinge the garbych e xij
F or xvj hagosses iij vj

For ij chysses iiij
F or x ij pouttires o f the caryg e  iij iiij

To Peter o f M oston for m a kyin g  o f Trovvles
showes &  h ys paynes xij

iij Shepardes boyes xvj
For Troules boy vj

T o jo s e e ffe  xij

To M arye vj

To our A n gell vj

F o r a ja n o k e  ij
F or C akes iiij
F or D ryn ke for the pleares x
To R ycliarde Dobie for g o y in g  one the

sty ltes at the banes ryd yn g e  vj

For go yn g e on the sty ltes on M idsomer E ve vj

F or the m ynstrell to the plase ij

In borow eng tan gkardes &  bages ij
For wedes ij
F or the Souper to the pleares v

Bystow ed one d ryn ke to the penters [painters]
when the p laye w as donne vj

1575
li s. d.

F or the W aytes men xij

To Pere M orlocke the piper iiij

The singers were carefully disguised, and perhaps rightly so, as
they generally came from the Cathedral.



AND T H E  “ S H E P H E R D S ’ PL A Y *73
li s. d.

Spent when we were w ith  Mr M ayor about
P o le 68 iij

Payd to E dw ard Dobie for g o in g  on the
stilts  xij

1576
T h in gs laid out for our occupacyon since S ayn t L u kes day 

1576 then M ayor Mr John H arvey
li s. d.

P ayd for a pottell o f Sacke at our A lderm ans
house uppon S ayn t L u kes day xij

Payd for iiij pottles o f  alle at W yllyam  
fram w ays upon M idsom er even before 
the w ache [watch] was uppon the Sheperts 
and others iiij

For p a y n tyn g  the sty ltes 
payd  for the rent o f the tow er 
Spent in go in g  about the occupacyous 

business

vj
xij

v j
the ij sheperts for go in g  uppon the sty ltes x x
Lede doune for R ysscysse [R ushes] j

[M em .]
Robart W aytt is fyned for th at he did prem ysse the C om 

p an y that his man should goe uppon the S ty lte s  upon 
Midsomer even 1577 and k ep tt bothe his man and the S ty lte s  
from us and w ent in to the Isle o f  Man w ith  them  and so caused 
us to be at x v iijd more charge u n ty ll we had n ed ed 1’’9 x ijd

M emo that Robert W a yt is contented that Thom as 
P y lla m 70 sh all pay unto the C om pany x ija w hyche he oeth 
him  for his accounts uppon S ayn t L ukes day for th is fyne 
that he is fyned for kep in g o f the S ty ltes.

1578
For M idsom er device for Cutberson to set 

the A rm es uppon 
a p ayre o f gloves

li

iiij

ij

88 See post, pages 189-90.
89 This shows what importance was attached to their stilts, and they 

must have been a great speciality as no others were available.
70 Pyllam owed Wayt 12d., but paid it to the Company, who were, 

evidently, in no mood to relax the flue.
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li s. d.
For dressing the boye iij
Rent for the M eeting housse vj

1579
[M em.]

T h a t James Bannester ys to paye to the C om pany for the 
loan o f the C heste in the C h u rch e y ea rly  as lon g as please 
the Com pany v jd

[A ccounts] li s. d.
for w yne at John D ew sburie’s dynn er viij
for w yn e the same d ay in Mr Goodm ans

Taverne vj
F or the arreest and en terin g o f C hatterton

&  spent in ale j d go in ge about the sam e vij
For the overplus o f a shott at our alderm ans 

H ailw oods when we m ette the 12 of 
N ovem ber ij

Spent at the selenge o f the obligacon be
ty x te  Chatterton &  us ij

Spent the sextenthe of M ay at the w ydow e 
percinas ijd and at thom as barkers the 
same day ijd when we recevd iij3 o f 
w ydow e H alw o d e71 iiij

For go yin g  one the steltes vj

1580
R eceived o f John D ew sberye for rent o f the

Cheste vj
1581

Recd o f John D ew sburye for the lone o f the
Cheste vj

1582
Payd for a pottell o f  S ack e  at G esp er72 * * * * 77 

G yllam s uppon S ayn t L eukes D ay or 
for peares ables and nuttes xij

71 On another page we read : “ Mem. that the 19 May 1579 Ales
Halewood wydow came agayne to our Company and then & there was
contented and did submytte her selfe <fc her sonues unto the Company,
but was then agreed that thenceforth she should be as a sister of the said
Company.” On S. Luke’s day, 1586, she “ did wholly discharge herself 
from the Companie in maner & forme as heretofore in like case hath been
accustomed.”

77 Jasper. Later it is spelt “ Cheaper.”
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li s. d.

Payd to the Stew ard o f the barbers for the
rent o f  the tow er vj

To Edward Dobie for go in g  uppon the
sty ltes  x v j

1583
Spent at the beryaull o f  our Alderm an

H alw ood viij
For a payre o f glo ves to the child  that rode

on M idsomer even iij
For a payre o f  showes to the same child  x
P ayd at the buriall o f John A llens ch yld  vj

1584

To the officer for to faitch brother Hale- 
woode before the m aior for d en yin g of 
deuties iiij

F or the paper sett in this book w hearine are 
the Othes orders and ordinance o f ye 
C o m p a n y 78 j

For Cloathe to the Fuarde [furred] hoodes
and the m a kyin g  of them  vj vj

F or a payre o f  B u skyn s to the childe xij
For the lace to the buskk5'ns ij

1585-6

To B easby the M instrell iiij
Spent b y  the C om panye at John C haloners 

after the burin ge o f A n ne P icke the 
9 o f N ovem ber vj

Spent b y  the Com panie at F oxh oles house 
in handbridge after the burin g o f our 
S yster D obye the last day o f Jan uary 
1586 x

L ayd  out for the en teringe and arrestin ge
o f R ichard Sutton vj

78 This and many other subsequent entries are in the excellent 
handwriting of Thomas Chaloner.
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li s. d.
F or the bond wherein the sayd Sutton was

bound not to truble the Com panye vj
Spent at the borow ing of two chaynes of

g o u ld 74 iij
F or flin s75 76 to dresse the boyes capp iiij
F or pynes to dresse the boy j

1585
[Fines]

Thom as B arker fyned for not accom paninge 
his Alderm en &  com plim es [rzk] uppon 
Midsorn E ve xij

Raffe H alew oode fyned  for deludinge and 
in the b reakin g prom yse w ith  his officers 
and Com pany for not accom plishing 
bargayne w ith  his brother according to 
prom ise xij

N icholas Halewood fyned for in stallin ge his
brother Rafe w ithout the m eeting house vj

1586

Fine holland clothe for our b an n er70 v
F or threvde to hem y t  and for the ylott

holes j
To the T a ylo r  for the settin g  on the frin ge

to the Banner iij
To the Sm yth e for th e Iron rodde that

beareth upp the banner vj
To the B ereache77 at the m akin ge o f oure

Banner spent at our A lderm ans ij viij
Spent at a bereach to the T a ylo r at the

puttin g on o f th e frin ge o f ye  banner ij
For the staffe to carry the banner x
Spent at the buriall o f our A lderm an xvj

74 To deck the boy with at the Show. He was very gay this year.
u Nap or down.
76 This new banner was undoubtedly due to Chaloner’s influence. He 

gave the Company a new one the next year.
77 Beer-age or beer-drinking.
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li s. d.
L ayd e doune for iijlb o f pouldr7S iij vj
F or p a x 78 79 and Crossebow e threade viij

1587
[M em .]

In this yeare Thom as C haloner gave to the Com panies 
bothe the Colours and the m akin g o f a banner w ith  the foure 
sundrie Coats and C reastes o f the Com panyes, the Alderm an 
Robert L eche gave the C ouler to y t  and the garn ishin ge o f 
the stafife to beare yt, and the socket to yt, and the rest payde 
b y  the Com panie.

li s. d.
In pris uppon S ‘ L u ke D aye at our brother

B arkers house for w ynn e x
for drin k in all x
To the W aytes xij
Spent at the recete o f our brother A llen s

m oneys xi
1588

Spent atte the com ing in o f  the E rie o f
D arbye xij

Spent when we w ent fyrst to Mr M ayre
about the W evers viij

Spent upon Mr G rene Mr H a n kye Mr B ryde 
in Mr Barans taverne as concerning the 
fy lt  w ever [felt w eaver] ij ij

Spent about a w ork man that the Sadlers
kepte viij

G iven to Mr Recorder att his com ing home a
quart o f w yn e viij

Spent at the b u ryall o f thom as p y llyn s w yfe x v j

1589
To Thom as Chaloner for the B ooke x iiij
Spent at Thom as C haloners at the amend-

itige o f  our banner vij

78 Powder. The origin of these warlike preparations, both “ ancient 
and modern,” may be found, I think, in the “ Annals of Chester” (Sheaf, 
Jan., 1912) for 1586 : “ There was a sodden hew and crye which came to 
this Cittye in the neighte that London was one here and Bristow and 
that there were a Navye of Spanish shippes landed in Worrall; which 
news raised up all the Cittye and Cuntrie hear abouts, but it proved 
nothing soe.”

79 Pack thread.
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li
Spent at the fetch in ge aw aie o f y e banner 
To an im potent old man on M idsomr E ve

159°
To the Barbers for rent o f the tow er 
F or the en terin g o f an action and for the 

arrestin g o f G riffith 
F or pain tin g and doing the windows

In this year, we have, for the first time, a list of the 
“  occupations ” of the eighteen members of the Com
pany. They include :—

7 Painters,
7 Embroiderers,
4 Glasiors; 

and of the five journeymen :—
2 Painters,
1 Embroiderer,
2 Glasiors.

There is not a single Stationer or Bookbinder.®

YJ

y j

1591
[M em .]

Suche as did followe the banner upon 
M r Rd M assye M aior81

Will™ F fram w aye 
Tho C haloner 
John W alker 
Rob4 W ayte 
E dw ard D aw bye 
John D ew sburye 
Raffe H alewood 
Thom as P rickett 
Robert Edm ounds

M ydsom er eve 1591

60 In 1591, there is one Stationer—William Holme—and so lato as 
1688 there was only one Stationer in Chester.

In 1592, John Alleyne appears in the book as a journeyman “ booke- 
bindder.” It is possible that he was the father of the two brothers 
named John Allen whe were choristers in Chester Cathedral, c. 1601.

81 The Company did not muster so strongly as one would expect. 
Only half the members were present.
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li s. d.
[A ccounts]

For a skin  to m ake the boy a jerk in  for
M idsum m er82 vj

For the m akin g o f a jerk in  for the boy x iiij
F or dressing th e sta ff for M idsom er iiij

1592
To the arrestinge o f an Im broderer v iij
F or frin ge to the banner &  sow in g x v j
F or pain tin g the sta ff vj
Spent on Coronation Daie x
To the en terin g o f an action to the Im broderer j

1593
To Edw ard Dobie for go in g on stiltes ij vj
Spent uppon the Queenes Mate day v  ij

1594
To the 3 men that gu yded  the boy j iiij
To Mr R id ley  ffor w arn ing P ercivall iiij

[M em.]
Thom as Chaloner fined for w ilfu lly  absent

in g  h im self xij

1595
Eaid out for paper j
Paid towards the reparacion of the m eeting

house and to keep it drye x v
Eaid out for bereage to the mason iiij
For the T y lin g  o f the m eeting house v  iij
F or rybbands to tie about the childes hede ij

1596

Upon S* L u k e s at our brother Basnettes 
dynner for a pottle o f sack at W ydow  
A lco cks x x

To the W aytes o f the C ittie  the same daie x v iij
Spent in w yn e at our brother H ankens

dinner x x

82 The boy was no longer embowered in green.
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G iven to the M yn strelles83 at ye  tym e

F or the hire o f ij horses to the Stew ards for 
the b rin gin g in o f m y Lord Darbie b y  
Mr M aiors Comanndem*

1597-8
Item  spente after our m eeting upon the iij 

daye o f June when R andall H olm e 
becam e a brother x ijd that rem ayned in' 
debiting his fyn e and xij that W illiam  
hancock paide for a fine ij

[Mem.] Randall Holm e becam e a brother uppon the thride 
daie o f  June 1598 and paide doune for his fyn e x l8 w hearof 
there was geaven him ageane x x “ so hee paide xx" w hich was 
eq u ally  divided am onge the C om pany the sam e tim e.

T he saide Randall made his dyner boothe unto th is C om pany 
and unto theire w yves the x ii jth d ay  o f N ovem ber 1598.

li s. d.
F or the C hilds apparell the outesydes lyn- 

inges bum bast lase buttons and for the 
m akeing x x iiij

1599
F or the am ending and rep ayrin g o f our 

banner and lay in ge o f the sta ff in oyle 
cullers ij

Spent upon R andall Eaton for help ing to
drive aw ay the statyon er after the fa yre 84 iiij

Spent upon the Seconde daye o f J u ly  in the 
C om panyes b eh alf in inquirin ge about 
the petycoat that was taken from 
Thom as Gyllarus and at the sealing of 
Jerem y Sm ythes bonds vj

88 The Waits were City officials and musicians. Minstrels were 
ordinary city musicians licensed to perform by the Annual Minstrel 
Court, but not officials.

84 This was a peripatetic stationer who was not allowed to remain in 
the city after the fair was finished.

s. d. 
xij

XVI



1600
li s. d.

payd in overplus for repayrin g our m eeting
house j

1601

P ayd  to Randall Holm e that he layd  doune
for the reperation of our m eeting house v  ij

To Stev" D aw bye for go in g  upon S tilts  x ij

1602

Spent upon S‘ L u kes in G ose-lane iiij iiij
P ayd upon the x v ij411 daye o f N ovem ber for 

the arrestin g o f one that w as p ayn tein g 
in Sl Jones la n e 85 v

Spent upon Shrove tew sday upon S co n se86 
and others in lay in g  w ayte for a paynter 
that was w orkin g at John Rogersonns iij

Spent wt another tvm e in la y e in g  w ayet
about a glasear ij

F or a pokett to carry the hour glasse  ij
Spent when the Com panye w ent about

Mr Pow ell for sellin g  o f glasse  iiij
For the m ans exam yn atyone before Mr M aior

tou chin g Mr Pow ell xij
L ayd  doun at our drin k in g on the K y n g s

day xij

1603

G iven unto N icnolas H ailw ood when his
house was visetted w th the p la g g  v  -

Spent at sun dry tym es when w ee w ent
about the Im broderers peticion xiij

G iven to Thom as D alby for draw ein g and
w rittin g  the peticion ij -

Payde for Mr. W h itb y  preferring the said
peticyon at the assem bly xij
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86 The Company got more and more litigious and tenacious of their 
rights and privileges; and we have here some of the “ peaceful picketing” 
of the period, brought about by the steady growing opposition to the close 
privileges of City Companies.

86 Five members of this family still belong to the Company.

N



li s. d.
Payde to Mr. W h itb y  for In grossin g the 

order granted  unto us b y  the A ssem bly 
and w ritin g  it in the b lack book o f the 
C itty  for Record viij -

Spent upon him  in w yn e at Thom as O llertons
tavarne viij

P ayd to Thom as C orbyn  for a C opp y o f the
order ij -

1604

To Thom as D alb y for draw einge a noate
between our Com pany and the barbers vj

P ayd for the S y lin g  o f our m eeting house vj

1605

F or aresting the Im broderer viij
F or fetch in g the said man before Mr Maior vj
F or a new how er glasse and m ending the

case v
F or a sokett to houlde the banner ij
For m ending the banner and C ollorin g the

staff xviij
F or the lone o f a hatt at M idsomer even xij

1606

Spent aboute the trouble wee had w th the
la d y  C h olm ley x

F or S y lv e rin g  the lace o f the C h yldes
C lothes at M idsomer x x

For the chest and hin ges ij iij

1607

G even to Sym ones daughters offerin g87 iij iiij
F or m ending the banner xij

1608

F or the aresting and en terin g o f the paynter x
G iven to the paynter again out o f his m oney vj
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67 Perhaps on her marriage.



AND THE “ SHEPHERDS’ PLAY ”  

1609

183

Fines and offences committed :—
li s. d.

W illiam  liandcock fined for g iv in g  John
ffrainw ay foule wordes vj

N icholas H alw ode [for the sam e offence] vj
W illiam  Polle fined for setein g a gornim an

at w ork contrarye to our ord ers88 xij
John ffram w ay fined for g iv in g  T apley  

w hit[e] to collor the talbot and for 
m antaning him  aganast the Com panie iij iiij

R eceved o f W illiam  tap ley  for w rongein g
the Com pany vj

[Expenses]
Payd for shew ties for the boyes show es ij
Payd for showes xvj
P ayd for the E n terin g  and arestin g o f

W illiam  T a p ley  vj
To Mr A m ery for S ‘ G eo rge89 x x  -

1610
[Receipts]

R eceaved o f G ilbert Eaton for len d in g on 
S l G eorges day the childs c lo th e s90

[E xpenditure]
For silverin g  the C hilds C lothes

xij

88 We may note that in this year two journeymen were at work with 
Randle Holme—Samuel Harmer and Thomas Hesket. In 1610 we find 
John Holme “ with his father” William Holme, as a journeyman.

89 Archdeacon Rogers tells us “ In 1609 . . one Mr. Amerye iron
monger sometime Sheriff of Chester . . at his own coste chiefly, as I 
conceive, caused three silver cuppes or bells to be made,” and they were 
awarded for horse races on the Roodeye on S. George’s Day. The Arch
deacon’s qualification is correct, for this item shows that Mr. Amery did 
not pay the whole cost of his festivities.

"T h e clothes were evidently much thought of, and certainly the 
Company had spent a good deal in “ silvering and gilding ” them from 
time to time, so this year they were used in the Great Show organised by 
Robert Amery in honour of Prince Henry. The Historian specially says : 
“ The Boyes were of rare spirit & exquisite performance.” See Chester's 
Triumph, Chetham Society Series.
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1611
li s. d.

Spent at A lderm an holm es the vthof N ovem 
ber being the K in ges day iiij

payd for rushes v

payd  for w rytin ge  paper j

For a quarter o f C a llin 91 vj

G iven to the T aylors man for bererage iiij

Spent at H arrisons in ffleshm onger lane xij

For fu rk le9'2 for the childs clothes vj

for g ild in g  o f the ch ilds C lothes ij -

Payd for a p y k  of iron for the staffe ij

1612

payd for the Com panies tw o new banners

1613
[Receipts]

Receaved o f N icholas G are9S for his fine for 
abusing the Com panie and refusin g to 
collect being stuard and was turned out 
o f his place

W illiam  handcock for disprasing the red 
lion in [n ]91

N icholas Gare fined fo rg iv in g  the Alderm an 
foule words

Rec o f Moses D alby for not enrouling his 
aprentice w ithin the yeare fined in

R e c : o f  John W alker for his fine for abuse 
at a m eeting

iij vj

>j -

vj

xiij

vj

91 ? Callimanco, a rough sort of cloth.
92 Perhaps “ crinkled ” or “ crimped ” edging. A “  Forkelyd ” woman 

was one “ wrinkled with age.”
The tailor had much to do for the boy this year, as many items 

(omitted here) show.
93 “  Carr ” or “  Carre,”  but frequently spelt “ Gare.” The “ C ” mnst 

have been much softened in pronunciation.
94 On what grounds the Compa’ny inflicted so heavy a fine I fail to 

see. Possibly the Inn was kept by a member, or a relation of a member, 
of the Company.



[E xpenditure] li s. d.
G iven to Mr M ayor tow ardes the new m esure95 vj viij 
Spent on a banket for Mr M ayor and his

bretheren xvj iv
payd for R ushes flowers and m aking' the

house clean xij
payd for our part for lead and m ending the

topp of the tow er xx
For rushes for the house vj

1614

G iven b y  the Alderm ens appoyntm ent to an
Im broyderer w h cam e out o f Ireland xviij

L ayd out the x x iij o f A u gu ste  for our 
Alderm ens expenses in attending upon 
Mr M aior and Judge W arburton x

P ayd to Robert T h yn n e for go in g  w ith  us to
distrayn e upon the later fayre day vj
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1615

Payd for a brawne and for dressing it w hich
was bestowed b y  the Com panye upon
S h eriff H o lm e96 x x x j j

1616

F or the first suite against Joseph Osspringe iij vj
attu rn ey fees viij
F or declaration ij
paid to Joseph E in gley  for b ein g a w itness vj
for his oath iij
Spent on him viij
for execution jj viij
b ill o f Cost viij
To the A tu rn ey on the passage day iiij
G iven to W illiam  Holme b y  apointm 197 vj viij

95 A “ newe Bushell or measure for the measuring of corn ” was 
adopted by the Corporation in 1610. Perhaps this was a special measure 
for rye. See post 1618.

9(1 Randle Holme was this year Sheriff of the City and Alderman of 
the Company.

97 He died shortly after. Perhaps this assistance was given to him 
in his illness.
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li s. d.
A t alderm an H ooles the day the K in g  cam e

for stronge beare vj
[Fines &  Receipts]

o f the ij alderm en and vj bretheren for 
com ing short to a m eeting the last of 
June iijd a piece ij

o f Moses D alby for settin g  a Jurneym an a 
w orke w ithout adm ittance o f the aider- 
men vj

For the E xecution  served on Joseph O sspring xv

1617
For m ending ye lead and top o f ye m eeting 

house for our part
F or our part o f ye rent o f ye  p h en ix 98
A bout ye  suite against W illiam  Norman 

Em broderer
F or stuffe for ye  childes breeches
F or Cotton and ye  m aking
F or silverin g
F or gloves for the Alderm en &  Stuards
To S ir George Bendcles man that led the 

horse
riband for the horse head
F or A rsed in e99
To the Sm ith for a lterin g  ye locke o f ye 

loar h o u se100

1618
[Fines]

of our Stuard John T ailor for not com ing to 
our m eeting nor sen ding ye  k ey  ye 
x v th o f Ju ly

o f peter Ince for bein g tard y at a m eeting 
ye  x iiij o f O ctr

viij x  •

j  VJ 
iiij v iij

ij ij
ij -

iij iiij

j  vj 
ij 
ij

viij

j

iij

98 The Phoenix Tower This is the first time this name is used.
99 Gold-leaf. It appears several times in the accounts of the 

Coventry Mystery Plays (see Sharp’s Dissertation) :
“ Payd for a paper of Aresdyke xijd ”

There are numerous variants of spelling, one of which i s “ Orsady” or 
“ Orsadie,” and this may perhaps be the original form, but the derivation 
seems obscure.

100 The lower room in the Tower.
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[E xpenditure]
A t the m easuring o f rie at ye  W a te rg a te 101 
F or loan o f the hat and feather 
To an officer for sh u ttin g  doun ye Stationers 

w indow es at inidsom 1
W illiam  H andcock for g ild in g  ye  little  

phenix
part for m ending ye  glas win-Paid for or 

dowes
1619

[Fines]
of Thom as W aite for his fine in ta k in g  w ork 

out o f John W alkers hand at Mr B eckets 
at Backford

Alderm an Poole N icholas H alw ood and 
W illiam  H andcoke for settin g  a whit-

worke to la y  red lead iiijdlim er on 
a peece 

[E xpenditure]
G iven in berage at dressing ye  Phenix 

carried at MidsonF
F or A rsedine
Paied at severall tim es the charges disbursed 

about ye  Phenix

s. d.

j  ij 
yj

iiij

vj 

j xj

X l j

X l j

IJ
iij

XV1J

The book closes with the Accounts for this year 
(except an odd page for 1628), but a few extracts from 
the various memoranda jotted down 011 the blank leaves 
may be of interest as illustrating the rules and customs 
of the Company.

We have seen from the Accounts how the Company 
insisted upon regularity and punctuality of attendance 
at meetings, how members were fined even for not

101 Morris (p. 228) says : “ In an Assembly Order 12 Aug. 28 Elizabeth 
[1685-6] directions are given that a certain quantity of rye bought as a 
‘ common bargain’ should be sent up to the Watergate by and in several! 
boats and two members of the Council are deputed to ‘ attend at times 
convenient at the Watergate for recepte of the said come aud of the 
boats.’ ” The Company probably shared in one of these “ common 
bargains.”
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coming with enough money to pay their share, or for 
using improper language, and how the payment of fees 
was very rigorously insisted on. A defaulter, if alive, 
was turned out of the Company (a very serious matter 
for him),- and if dead, his household goods were seized 
for payment, as the following eases show

“  1619

John fframv.’ell
Turned out o f o' C om pany ye  x v th o f A p rill 1619.

Recd o f John ffrom w ay for his fine he bein g turned out o f 
o' Com panie upon his hum ble petition ye  x j th o f January to be 
adm itted W hereas his fine was x x a ye  C om pauie accepted iijB 
so th at he behave him selfe w ell and orderly i f  he m isbehave 
h im self to p ay  y e  w hole fine.

1573
M emorand that W yllya m  F ram w ay Robert L ych e John 

C lyn n es &  Edward Dobie are a pointed to prayse [appraise] 
a brasse pot taken from  Robert W ayttes for dew etes belon ging 
to the occupacyon the value is ijs j d and also a brason cham ber 
taken  from  A les H allew ood the vj o f A p ril 1573. the sayd 
potte is praysed b y  the sayd four men to the value o f iij3 iiijd 
the cham ber ys in ly k e  m anner praysed the valu e o f x v jd.

1574

Memorand that there w as a chaffer o f potte brasse taken 
from A les H alewood late wyffe to R yd halwood the s i i j th of 
N ovem ber 1572 for dew tyes belon ging to the C om pany to 
the va lu e o f iiB iiijd and the same w as praysed b y  W yllyam  
fram w ay Thom as powle Thom as B arker and John A llen  and 
the sam e w ayd at dame Sounders shoppe w a vin g  n yn e pounde 
and halffe at iiijd a pounde iij8 ijd.”

Ill regard to dress, it is noteworthy that in 1586

“ It is ordered that noe brother shall w eare his aprone 
before him  at an y tym e or tym es when hee go eth  out o f his 
house or shopp into the C itty e  ; excepte hee have his stufte or 
tooles in his hand that he doothe or shall w orke w ith a ll,”



and ill May, 1610, it is ordered that

“  every  brother shall at every  m eeting weare his gow ne ”

under pain of a fine, and

“  W hereas some of our brethren have no gow nes there is a 
tyrne lym eted  b y the C om panye to g iv e  them  w arninge to 
provyde them  gow nes in th e mean tym e th e y  are not to be 
culpaple o f the fine afore w ritten .”

The Company did its best to keep peace between its 
members:—
“ M arch 8, 1595

T h at w hereas varience hath beene between Edward D aw bie 
and John W alker for and concerning the g la sin g  o f a house o f 
John Hope o f broughton E sqr ; y t  is ordered and sett doune 
b y  the assent o f all or most part o f the Com panie that all the 
said w oorke now  to be done for new w orke th at it shall be 
d ivided into three pts and E dw ard D aw bie to do twoe pts 
th ereof &  John W alker the thurd pte . . . .  and to agree 
&  contyn ue brethren &  fr ie n d ly .”

Sometimes, however, a member was absolutely un
controllable :—

“  1575
Thom as Pole dyd  say  the laste o f October att a m etyin g 

that he wolde nott come to any m etyin g at the w arn yn g of 
anye S tuerte [Stew ard] upon an others w arn yn g no nor w ith 
Mr M ayre nether

T h at the sam e tym e he bade Thom as pentnye bein g stuerte 
that he shulde n ott come in his house, for i f  he did . . . .  
th at th at cam e for the one shuld sm arte for y t t 102

A tt the same tym e he sayd to our Alderm an b y  these 
wordes o f the nam e o f H alwood thou lies fa lsleye and thou 
w yll prove a thousant lyes  I have an . . othe to lay
again ste the.

A t the sam e tym e he called the whole C om pany D runken  
Swallyguttes.
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102 Owing to erasures this sentence is obscure.
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A tt the same tym e lie saide we all w rytte  no pure woordes 
but false w ith  gods blud gods house and gods wounds.

T he said tym e he w ent his w ay and wolde nott tar>' att the 
b y d y in g  of nether alderm en nor stuerte wh ys contrary to 
his o tlie .”  103

Any resignation was solemnly dealt with :—

‘ ‘ Memorand that Thom as P entony cam e to oure m etvn g 
housse and there u tterly  refused the occupacyon uppon S ayn t 
L u kes daye being the year o f  oure Lord God 1570 then b eyn g 
m eare [m ayor] Mr John h an kye and his m other Jane pentony 
dyd refuse the sayd occupacyon the same daye in ly k e  
m ailer.”

“  Memorand that A n ne p yck  [P ike] late wyflfe to W yllyam  
p y k e paynter cam e to our m etyn g housse uppon S ayn t L ukes 
d ay and then &  there u tterly  refused the occupacyon in the 
yeare o f oure Lord God 1573 then M ayor o f the C ytte  Ryd 
D utton. ’ ‘

A late memo.104 gives an interesting summary of the 
arrangements for the hire of the meeting house :—

“  T he Com pany of painters etc gave 2s 8d to the C om pany of 
barbers etc the 5 M ay 1573 for their good w ill to have the 
m eeting house to m eet in as ffreely as them selves &  to pay 
6d the yeare.

Paid 1575 the rent o f tow er 6d &  so paid to the yeare 1612.

Our part of the rent o f the tow er m eeting house i8d in the 
yeare 1613 when the tow er was built on the charge of both 
Com panyes.

Paid 1613 the treasurers the rent o f ye  tow er i8.

Spent at a general m eeting o f both C om panyes in go ein g to 
the 4 Com pauyes that were tenants to the under house 3“ 8d.

103 Many fines are recorded against him, and the Company spent 
“ when we went with Mr Mayor about Pole iija,” but all to no purpose, 
I think. They met their match this time.

101 On a small sheet of paper, and inserted when the book was 
rebound.



Paid for our part for lead &  m ending the tow er 20d &  these 
have bine continued to the year 1672.”

It is probable tliat the pictures mentioned below were 
destroyed at the time of the Civil War. We must all 
regret that this rule was inoperative and that we have 
lost such priceless relics :—

“  Memorandum

T hat it is ordered at a m eeting the 4 day o f April 1621 that 
w hereas hearetofore there were certaine pictures o f ancient 
brethren of this Com pany given  to the house for the ornam ent 
there of, it is agreed that no brother nor an y other shall take 
aw ay these pictures henceforw arde or borrow the same w ith 
out the assent o f the Alderm en and Stuards under fine o f x B.”

In conclusion, I would point out that these accounts 
do not show, as is commonly supposed, that these Com
panies spent much time and money in eating and 
drinking. The liquor when divided up amongst those 
present at a meeting very often did not amount to more 
than a pint for each person, and then it should be 
remembered that it was good wine and honest whole
some beer. With regard to the food, I doubt if our 
citizens nowadays of the standing and position of 
Randal Holme or Thomas Chaloner would care to sit 
down to a “ feast ” consisting of a sheep’s head, or 
tripe, or haggis.

The Company still exists and numbers twenty-three 
members, of whom nineteen reside in Chester.

To the two Aldermen, Mr. Jepson, senr., and Mr. D. 
Sconce, I am deeply indebted for allowing me the free 
use of their valuable volume. May the Company long 
flourish !
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