
Cheshire and “ The fifteen”
B y  J. H. E. B E N N E T T  

( Read 18th Novem ber, 1913)

LTH O U G H  the men of Cheshire, with a few 
exceptions, did not take an active part in the 
ill-conceived Jacobite Rebellion of 1715, the 

Stuart cause had many sympathisers in the county, 
and there is every reason to believe that a number of 
prominent gentlemen met at Ashley Hall at the time 
to decide upon their course of action. It is said that 
the voting on this occasion was equally divided, and 
that a casting vote in favour of the reigning monarch 
was given by the host, Thomas Assheton, constable of 
Chester Castle. At the present time, on the staircase 
hall at Tatton are ten full-length portraits, painted 
in 1720, of those who, according to tradition, were at 
the meeting. The pictures are said to have been 
painted to commemorate the fortunate decision, and 
were originally hung in the room in which the 
meeting was held.1

The most notable Cheshire man who actually joined 
the insurgents was William Massey, of Puddington, 
the story of whose flight from Preston, subsequent 
arrest at his home, and death in Chester Castle, is 
one of romantic interest.2

1 Proceedings of this Society, N.S., Vol. XV., p. 5, etc.
2 Notes on the Old Halls of Wirral, by W. F. Irvine, M.A., F.S.A., p. 24.



Had the Jacobites beaten the royal troops at Preston, 
advanced to Warrington, and captured Liverpool, in 
accordance with their plan of campaign, the tale to tell 
would have been different; but, as an army, they did 
not enter Cheshire, and the chief association of the 
event with the county palatine lies in the fact that a 
large number of the prisoners taken at Preston were 
brought to Chester and lodged in the Castle.

Previous to the action at Sherififmuir, Mar despatched 
a force to the succour of the small band of Jacobites 
which the utmost efforts of the Earl of Derwentwater 
and Mr. Forster had been able to raise on this side of 
the Border, and which was in imminent peril of capture. 
The march of this relieving column stands out as a bold 
and spirited movement in a futile campaign. Starting 
from Perth, the greater part succeeded in crossing the 
Forth, in the face of a hostile fleet and army, and joined 
the English Jacobites at Kelso. The combined force, 
for reasons which then appeared sufficient, was placed 
under the command of a civilian, Forster, and marched 
southwards.

In a narrative of the happenings in Preston3 it is 
recorded that on the report of the near approach of 
the rebels, “ Expresses were despatched to the Lord 
Townsend, secretary of State, Laying before him the 
ill-posture of defence the Country was in, praying for 
assistance for Forces and Arms from Chester for the 
use of the Militia,” and that “ no answer came to 
the Express.”

On the n th  November, the insurgents entered 
Preston, and then, menaced in front and rear by troops 
hurried from Chester and other towns, they prepared

8 Lancashire and Cheshire Historic Society, N.S., Yol. X XV III., 
pp. 249, etc.
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for what proved to be their final stand. On the 12th, 
King George’s forces were allowed to cross the Kibble 
by the bridge, from which Forster had foolishly 
withdrawn the guard. They then enveloped the town, 
and assaulted it on the 13th, the day on which 
SherifFmuir was fought. On the 14th, the capitula­
tion of the Jacobites took place.

A  writer, referring to the surrendered Jacobites, 
says :—

“ Goaded b y bayonet and halberd, the mass o f their men 
were driven like a herd o f cattle  into the old church of 
Preston ; where, on a cold and bitter day, th ey  w ere stripped 
o f their tartans and other c lo th in g b y  the soldiers o f the 
cavalry , so that m any o f them  w ere glad  to tear the green 
baize lin in gs from the pews to cover their nakedness. W hen 
m arched to Barnet, all those peers, gentlem en and privates 
were pinioned w ith  cords like  m alefactors, and exposed to 
every  in d ig n ity  that a London mob could in flic t.”  4

It has been said that the better class of the prisoners 
were marched to London, and that the common men 
were imprisoned in gaols in the neighbourhood of 
Preston, but this is not altogether correct, as at least 
one peer and several gentlemen were among the 
prisoners drafted to Chester Castle.

Naturally the progress of the rebellion would be 
watched with keen interest by the citizens of Chester, 
whose county lay adjacent to one in which stirring 
events were taking place, and, in the books of the 
Churchwardens of S. John’s, there are records of pay­
ments made for “ ringing for the news of the Rabballs 
being routed at Preston,” and “ ringing for the rabbles 
being beaten in Scotland.” The date given, Novem­
ber 12th, is premature, seeing both actions took place 
on the following day. On January 19th another

1 British Battles on Land and Sea, Vol. I., p. 552.
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amount was “ paid ringers for the news of the Pre­
tender and Earl Mar leaving Perth.” It is noticeable 
that the amounts dwindle from six to four shillings, 
and, in the last instance to three shillings, from which 
it may be conjectured that the interest of the citizens 
proportionately relaxed as the danger receded from 
their neighbourhood, or that the succession of desir­
able news became, to some extent, monotonous.

Nehemiah Griffith, of Rhual, near Mold, in his 
diary, records a visit to Chester on October 26th, 
on which occasion he found “ the City Train’d 
Bands up,” On November 12th, he records from 
his home that “ at midnight this neighbourhood were 
affrighted with the discharge of Canon which proved 
to be at Liverpool for Gen. Wills’s surrounding the 
Rebels in Preston in Lancashire.” Two days later 
Griffith “ went to Chester for news,” and remarks 
that “ at Evening the Express came of the Rebels 
surrender. . . . Ld. Cholmondeley6 and company
returned from Warrington. Rejoicings etc.” A  record 
of one of the “ rejoicings ” is contained in the 
Minutes of an Assembly of the Corporation, held on 
22nd December, 1715:—

“ T h e T reat la te ly  m ade in the P entice o f  th is C ity  for 
the E ntertainm 4 o f the Rt. Honoble the E arl o f  C holm ondeley 
L d Liev* o f this C ou n ty  &  other p ’sons o f q u ality  upon the 
L ate D efeat o f ye Rebels at Preston is approved &  the charge 
th ereof allow ed b y  this House out of the T reasu ry  o f  this 
C ity .” 6

On the 18th Griffith “ went to Chester for further 
news,” and finding a “ Mr Benjn” going to Preston, 
he accompanied him, and appears to have been much

6 Hugh Cholmondeley, created Lord Cholmondeley of Nantwich, 10th 
April, 1689, and Viscount Malpas and Earl of Cholmondeley, 27th 
December, 1706.

6 Corporation MSS. Assembly Book.
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interested in viewing the unfortunate captives. On 
his return journey he paid a visit to Liverpool to 
inspect the fortifications raised for the defence of the 
town.7

In the list of local historical events in Hemingway’s 
History o f Chester, under the date 1715, is the follow­
ing note:—

“  This w inter lord C harles M urray (son to the duke of 
A th ol), w ith  several gentlem en, and a great num ber o f 
p riva te  m en, w ho had been taken (Nov. 13) in the rebellion 
at Preston, were brought prisoners to C hester C astle. The 
w eather w as v e ry  severe, and the snow la y  a yard deep in 
the roads. M any o f the above m entioned prisoners died in 
the castle  b y  the severity  o f the season ; m any were carried 
o ff b y  a v e ry  m alignant fever; and most o f  the survivors 
w ere transported to the plantations in Am erica. A s the 
C astle  w as quite filled w ith these prisoners, the L ent A ssizes 
w ere held at N an tw ich .” 8

On the 1st December, 1715, Elizabeth, Lady Otway, 
wrote from Chester to Mr. Benjamin Browne, of 
Troutbeck, and in her letter, evidently in connection 
with the rebellion, she expresses a hope that the 
hurry of his business as High Constable is over. She 
remarks that they have reason to be thankful that the 
repulse of the rebels was not at Chester, which was 
so well fortified that much more blood must have 
been spilt there than at Preston, and adds that many 
of the prisoners are gone to London, but that four 
hundred and fifty odd were brought to Chester Castle 
on Sunday night, and strict guard is kept upon them 
day and night.9

A further letter, dated fourteen days later, contains 
the statement that “ all the prisoners lie upon the straw,

7 Proceedings of this Society, N.S., Yol. X V ., p. 43, eto.
8 Vol. II., p. 244.
9 Hist. MSS. Comm., MSS. of George Brown, Esq., of Troutbeck, 

p. 352, reprinted in the Cheshire Sheaf, N.S., Yol. I., pp. 71 and 72.
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the better and the worst alike, and that the King’s 
allowance is a groat a day for each man for meat, but 
that they are almost starved for want of some covering, 
though many persons are charitable to the sick. 
Chester ought to be very thankful that it did not 
have the lot of Preston.” Rady Otway intimated that 
she had sent “ to provide a conveniency ” eight miles 
out of the town, for the cannon was to have been 
planted at every gate, and her house would not have 
been secure, standing as it did in the mouth of the 
North gate cannon.10

As the extract from the Corporation MSS. given 
below shews, the preparation of accommodation for the 
prisoners was the occasion, or perhaps excuse, for a 
rather serious breach between the civil and military 
authorities of the city. The former, represented by the 
Mayor, Sir Richard Grosvenor, who was also one of the 
Members for Chester; James Mainwaring, Alderman 
of Chester, and purchaser of the Bromborough Court 
estate; and Roger Comberbach, Recorder and late 
Town Clerk, were jealous of their jurisdiction, and 
consequently not over-anxious to make matters easy 
for the rival authority, Colonel Fane, who, in turn, 
was doubtless inclined to exaggerate the importance 
of his command, and to chafe at any limit being 
imposed upon it by civilians.

“  A t an A ssem bly held in the Inner Pentice upon the 
22 D ecem ber, 1715 :—

A  Petition  or Representation to his M aty on 
B ehalf o f R oger Com berbach E squr Recorder 
o f th is C ity  was read in the W ords follow ing 
v iz 4

To the K in g ’s most E xcellen t M aty
T h e H um ble Petition o f yor M atys m ost D utifu l
and L oyal Subjects the M ayor and C itizen s o f the

10 MSS. of George Brown, p. 352, etc.



C ity  o f  C hester b y  their Cordon Seal hereunto
Affixed

Most H um bly Shew eth
T H A T  your P etitioners being' m ost Desirous to preserve the 

Peace and Good G overnin ' of th is C ity  under yor M atys happ y 
A dm inistration find them selves O bliged  in m ost H um ble 
m anner to rep'sent to you r M aty that on T h u rsd ay the 
F ifteen th  day o f this instan t D ecem ber H u gh  W hishaw  of 
the said C ity  G entlem an m ade an Inform acon or C om plaint 
to Sr Richard G rosvenor Bar' M ayor o f the said C ity  and one 
o f your M aty ’s Justices o f the peace for the C ounty o f Chester 
and R oger Com berbach E squr Recorder o f  the same C ity  
another o f your M a ty ’s Justices o f the peace for the said 
C ou n ty  T h a t R ichard Brom pton o f the said C ity  G en t1 
Storekeeper o f your M a ty ’s C astle o f C hester w as then b y  
the Order o f  the H on '18 Colonel Fan e Com m ander o f the 
G arrison here com itted a Prisoner to the Comon G uard in 
the said C astle for refu sin g to provide C oals and C andles 
for the G uards there w hich  (as w as then alledged) the said 
Mr Brom pton w as no w a y  O bliged to do nor w as he subject 
to the Com and o f the said C olonel in an y such R espect. 
W hereupon the sa S r R ichard and Mr Com berbach sen t a 
C iv il M essuage to the said Colonel desiring he w ould please 
to take the Trouble to come down to the Pentice in the said 
C ity  (where th ey  then were) to L ett them  know  b y w hat 
a u th ority  he had Im prisoned the said Mr Brom pton to 
w hich the said Colonel returned A n sw er th at he w as 
E n gaged  in C om pany so that he Could not Com e and that 
he had Com itted the said Mr Brom pton to the Guard for 
not doing his D u ty  W hereupon the said S r R ichard 
G rosvenor and Mr Com berbach told the said M r W hishaw  
that th ey w ere not w illin g  to A ttem pt a n y  th in g  further 
for the said Mr Brom pton’s R ele if otherwise than b y  L etter 
to the E arl o f C holm ondeley Governor o f C hester but advised 
the said Mr W hishaw  to w ait upon the said C olonel and 
E xp ostu late the m atter w ith him  and try  i f  he could p 'vail 
w ith  the said C olonel to D ischarge the said Mr Brompton 
w hich  w as done accordin gly

T h at the said Colonel conceiving some R esentm ent again st 
the said S ' Richard G rosvenor and Mr Com berbach on A ccoun t 
o f their said M essage sent several tim es w ith in  F ew  D ays 
afterw ards to Inquire for the said Mr Com berbach w ho w as 
for the most part abroad or E m ployed in P u b lick  B uisness

36 C H E SH IR E  AND “ T H E  F IF T E E N ”
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for yor M a ty ’s Service  u n till M onday last the N ineteenth 
d ay o f this In stant Decem ber in the Evening- when at the 
C olon el’s R equest th e said Mr Com berbach A tten ded him  
and bein g charged w ith  the said M essage sent b y  the said 
S r R ichard G rosvenor and h im self as afd and refusin g im m e­
d iately  to ackn ow ledge the said S r R ichard Grosvenor and 
h im self to be g u ilty  o f  a F au lt in w hat th ey  had done the said 
Colonel declared he w ould m ake him  the said Mr Com berbach 
an E xam ple to all the M ayors and Recorders in E ngland  
A n d thereupon Com itted the said Mr Com berbach a Prisoner 
to the C u stod y  of Tw o Soldiers C om anding them  to conduct 
him  to his own house and there to secure him  and place 
them selves as C en try  at his Door and to take C are th at he 
should not get out a n y  B ackw ay, A nd the sd Mr Com berbach 
w as accord in gly  Conducted as a Prisoner th ro ’ the Streets 
o f  the said C ity  and Im prisoned and still rem ains a Prisoner 
in  his own house w ith  a G uard at his Door.

T h at b y  reason o f the said R ecorder’s Im prisonm 1 y o r 
P etitioners have been already deprived o f his A ssistance at 
a Court o f T rya lls  held before the Sheriffs o f  the said C ity  
on T u esday  last the T w en tyeth  Instant and i f  he be not 
sp eedely E n larged  you r P etra are lik e ly  to be deprived o f 
th eir n ext Cort o f  Q uarter Sessions for the C ou n ty  o f the 
said C ity  and th ereby o f an O pp urtun ity  for th e ir  M ayor 
and other Officers to Q u alify  them selves accordin g to L aw  
b y  ta k in g  the O aths o f F id elity  to your M aty and A bjuration  
of the Prtender as th ey  are m ost W illin g  to do but such  
Court o f Q uarter Sessions (according to our prsent C o n stitu ­
tion) cannot be holden here w ithout the sd Recorder.

T h at the said Colonel design in g further to Impose his 
Com ands upon our M agistrates in such m anner as m ight 
conduce m ore to g ra tify  his own Resentm*8 than to your 
M a ty ’s Real Service he the said Colonel did on the said 
last T u esday  send a M essage to Jam es M ainw aring E squ r 
(another o f yor M atys Justices o f the peace not only for the 
sd C ity  but also for the said C ou n ty  o f Chester) requ irin g 
the sd Mr M ainw aring to provide for F ive H undred R ebels 
Prisoners then upon the Road from L ancashire to th is C ity  
to w hich when the said Mr M ainw aring rem onstrated the 
Im p ossib ility  o f his m akin g such Provision for that the C ity  
G aol was already so full that it could not w ell R eceive above 
F o rty  or F ifty  o f  them  but if  the said Colonel pleased to 
send his Com issary he the said Mr M ainw aring would assist

D



him  in C on tracting for vo yd  houses or other conven ien t 
places for the R eception o f the sd Prisoners thereupon he 
th e said C olonel b y  another M essage to the said Mr Main- 
w arin g required him  to provide for the said Rebel Prisoners 
and that he the said Mr M ainw aring should be charged w ith 
them  and none but he at his perill.

W e are the m ore Concerned at these vio len t Proceedings 
o f  th e said Colonel in these Instances because th e y  have 
fallen  upon these T w o Gentlem en w ho in th e ir  several 
C ap acetys o f Justices o f  the peace and D ep u ty  L ie v to and 
otherw ise have upon all occasions d istinguished them selves 
b y  a forw ard and A ctiv e  zeal for y o r M a ty ’s Service the 
said Mr Com berbach b ein g likew ise one o f yo u r M a ty ’s 
Justices o f N orth W ales.

W e b e g g  leave further m ost H um bly to rep'sent these 
m atters as A ttem p ts o f a P ublick  N ature and such as tend 
to S u b ject you r M atys C iv il A u th o rity  to th e A b ritrary  
Com ands o f the M ilitary  Pow er and w e have Reason to F ear 
m ay be A ttended w ith  v e ry  un happy Consequences.

M ay It  therefore please y o r most E xcellen t M aty 
upon Exam inacon o f the trueth  o f the prm isses 
to g iv e  such Order as yor M aty in y o r great 
W isdom  shall th in k  fitt not o n ly  for the sd Mr 
C om berbach’s E nlargenF but likew ise  for V in d i­
catin g  &  P rotecting the M agistrates o f this 
K in gdom  from  the lik e  Insults o f the M ilitary 
P ow er And y o r Pet18 as in D u ty  bound shall 
ever pray for yor M aty ’s lon g L ife  &  Prosperous 
R eign.

Upon readin g w h ereof the sam e is approved b y  th is house 
A n d  It is ordered that the Comon Seal be Affixed thereunto 
and th at Mr M ayor be desired to w rite to S r Joseph J ek y ll 
C h ie f  Justice o f C hester to g iv e  his A ssistance in the pro­
secution th ereof on B eh alf o f th is C ity  and that th e sam e be 
sen t up im ediately  b y  an E xpress and Mr Peter C ottingham  
be E m ployed as a Sollicitor and th at all C harges atten ding 
th e sd m atter be disbursed and payd out o f the T reasu ry  
o f  the C ity .”  n

About a fortnight later, on the 6th January, 171^, 
at another Assembly, it is recorded that:—

“  T h e Form  o f the L etters now read for m y Lord 
Tow nshend and S r Joseph J e k y ll is approved b y  this 11

38 C H E SH IR E  AN D  “ T H E  F IF T E E N ”

11 Assembly Book,
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H ouse and Mr M ayor Mr Recorder and the other G en tle­
men w ho signed the Form er L etters and affidts are desired 
to sign  these L etters and send up the sam e b y  the n ext 
P ost.” 12 13

According to Pigot’s Hislory of the City o f Chester, 
printed in 1815,18 Colonel Fane was cashiered for 
the outrage upon Recorder Comberbach; and in the 
same work it is said that the latter was imprisoned in 
the Gate-house at the Castle, a statement which is 
not borne out by the Assembly Book.

Some five weeks after this another danger threatened 
the city, and caused the following letter to be urgently 
despatched:

‘ ‘ C hester 17th F eb ry  1715 
Sr.

W e are now m ett in the P entice at the D esire o f Mr M ayor 
and the N ecessity  o f  some Redress to a present M isfortune 
which Threatens this C ity — there are still about F ive  H u n ­
dred R ebel Prisoners in th e C astle and m any o f them  ill o f  
a Spotted F ever the C ontagion o f w h ich  has infected  som e 
o f the Soldiers of both R egim ents here w h ich  stood C en try  
at the C astle and these Persons b ein g Q uartered in Severall 
Houses and Parts o f the C ity  W e have a M elan choly Prospect 
o f  th is M alignant D istem per g e ttin g  to a H eigh t and spread­
in g  am ong us. Colonel V in cen t desires the S ick  Soldiers 
m ay be together in a H ouse to be Provided in som e out 
part o f the C ity  T h at the D octor m ay attend them  and we 
find it n ecessary to provide accord in gly  as w ell in P ity  and 
Convenience to those poor Men as to prevent the dreaded 
C onsequence W e are E arn estly  to Recom m end to you r g rea t 
Affection for this C ity  a S peedy and proper A p plication  
w hether to the S ecretary  at W arr or otherw ise to Procure 
an Order for the Rem oval o f the Rebel Prisoners from  these 
parts for since they m ust be Disposed of, it  w ill be a M ercy 
to this C ity  to have it done im ediately  W e need not m en ­
tion the A p proachin g A ssizes when the C ou n ty  H all should 
be used and the Previous T im e requisite for the P u rg ein g  
the Place But L eavin g th is Affair w ith  you w hich  has in

12 Assembly Boole.
13 p. 263.
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it  a  ju s t Concern for his M ajesty and the W elfare o f this 
C ity  W e do w ith  v e ry  m uch R espect Rem ain

" Sr

F ran k
Hen: B unbury ”

S eal: on a hexagonal shield, three garbs, a sword 
erect in chief [City of Chester],

Endorsed:—
“  C ertif. o f a C on tagious F eaver am ong ye  Prisnrsat Chester, 

17 Feb. 1715 ”  14

Among the Stuart Papers at Windsor Castle15 are 
a number of letters to the “ Duke of Mar,” having 
reference to the prisoners at Chester. In the earliest 
of these, one dated 28th February [-March 10th], 1716, 
the writer, Captain Harry Straton, expresses himself 
as follows:—

“ T h ou gh  I a lw ays hated rebellion, I cannot b u t p ity  the 
poor rebels that were taken at Preston, for b y  letters from

n  The original letter is in the possession of Mr. H. B. Dutton.
16 Hist. MSS. Comm., Calendar of the Stuart Papers preserved at 

Windsor Castle, (1902-10), 4 Vols. These volumes deal with papers bear­
ing dates from 1579 to 1717, which were formerly the property of the 
titular king, James III., otherwise the “  Old Pretender,”  afterwards of his 
sons, and were eventually acquired by George IV. when Prince Regent.

Y o r Affectionate 
Freinds and 
H um bMe Servants

W . C hetw ode
N ote this G entlem an is ye  ch ie f 
physician  in y e  C ity  o f Chester.

R i: G rosvenor M ayor 
H en ry B unbury 
John W illiam s 
W m Ince 
E dw  P artington 
E dw d Puleston 
Jas M ainw aring 
John M inshull 
John Thom ason 
Fran cis S ayer

To R oger Com berbach 
E sq r A t Tom s Coffee House 

In D evereux Court 
Eondon
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C hester w hich I have seen, those th at are not condem ned are 
in a most m iserable condition, being crowded lik e  beasts in a 
fold, h avin g a rag in g  fever am ong them , and d a ily  d yin g w ith  
ill usage and w ant o f  necessaries, and little  or no distinction 
m ade b etw ixt the best gentlem en and the m eanest sort. . .”  16 

Lady Otway addressed another letter to her corre­
spondent on March 8th, in which she tells him that 
there are among the prisoners in the Castle a Mr. Sandys, 
of Graythwaite, and his wife. He has had great charity, 
but it will in time fail. He says that his brother, 
who was once High Sheriff of Lancashire, is lately 
dead, and that he is heir to an estate worth eight or 
nine hundred pounds a year. He makes application to 
her by letter, but she does not know that he deserves 
her charity. His brother is said to have married one 
Swainson, and she desires information as to the truth 
of his story. He got out of the Castle, but was not 
fortunate enough to escape, and when caught he was 
put in irons in the Castle. Sweetum has begged his 
irons off, and gives relief to him and his wife. In a 
reply to this letter some information is given re­
specting Sandys.17

On the 3rd April, Mar wrote from Avignon to Lewis 
Inese, almoner to the titular king, and principal of the 
Scots College at Paris, recognising the sad plight of 
the captives, and regretting the inability to improve 
their condition. He says :—

“  T he accounts w hich  Straton g iv es o f  those poor people 
in prison at C hester are lam entable, and the K in g  ju s tly  
th in ks it w ould be a great ch arity  to let them  have some 
supply, but how th is can be done, w ere there m oney, I 
know  n o t.”  18 16 17

16 Calendar of the Stuart Papers, Yol. II., p. 9.
17 MSS. of George Brown, Esq., of Troutbeck, p. 352, reprinted in 

Cheshire Sheaf, N.S., I., p. 72.
*8 Calendar of the Stuart Papers, Vol. II., p. 57.
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About this time a printed narrative of some of the 
experiences of the prisoners was issued. It was dated 
Chester Castle, 28th April, 1716, and a copy of it was 
sent to Mar in a letter from Sir Hugh Paterson, of 
Bannockburn, dated from Leyden, on the 23rd June. 
Paterson writes:—

“  I send you the enclosed paper b ein g a part o f that w hich  
is called  ‘ R oben’s L ast Sh ift, or H ow the S h ift S ifted ,’ in 
w hich  you w ill see a v e ry  odd letter from C hester C a stle .”

The narrative is as follows:—
“  On T h u rsd ay we w ere a ll taken  out o f  our apartm ents 

before the Sheriff, the officer o f the G uard, and S ir  Thom as 
John ston ’s son-in-law  (who, th e y  say, have b ou gh t us from  
the K ing) and were all offered indentures to sign  for 7 yea rs’ 
service in the plantations, as the said S ir  Thom as should 
please to dispose o f us. T h e y  have prevailed  w ith  a great 
m an y o f the common sort to sign them , the last o f whom  were 
carried off to Liverpool th is m orning. B ut the gentlem en 
unanim ously refused to do the same, a lle g in g  w e w ere no 
w a ys bound thereto b y  the n ature o f our petition  presented 
to his M ajesty, but on ly to sim ple transportation, w hich  we 
w ere w illin g  to undergo at h is M ajesty ’s desire, whereupon 
we were sev erely  threatened, and, w ithout g e ttin g  lib erty  
to return to our rooms for our bedclothes and linen, w e were 
all turned into a dungeon or little  better, and fed on ly  w ith  
bread and w ater.” 13

Evidently, the prisoners occupied far more space in 
the Castle than the usual quarters allotted to such 
visitors, and no doubt there were degrees of comfort, 
or the lack of it, in the accommodation provided. 
From the qualification used in connection with the 
above description of the dungeon into which the 
gentlemen were thrown, it is improbable that it was 
the one which formed part of the terrible gaol so 
graphically described by Pennant in 1777, although 
that was in all likelihood occupied by some of the rebel 
prisoners. Pennant says that the day confinement

13 Calendar of the Stuart Papers, Vol. II., p. 232.
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of prisoners
“ is in a little  yard, surrounded on all sides b y  lo fty  b u ild ­
ings, im pervious to the air, excep tin g from above, and even 
un visited  b y  the p u rify in g  rays o f the sun. T h eir nocturnal 
apartm ents are in cells seven feet and a h a lf b y  three and 
a half, ranged on one side o f a subterraneous dungeon, in 
each o f w hich  are often lodged three or four persons. T h e 
w hole is rendered more (wholesom ely) horrible b y  bein g 
p itched over three or four tim es in  the year. T h e scan ty  
a ir o f  their straigh t prison-yard is to travel th rough  three 
passages to arrive at them , through the w indow  o f an a d ja ­
cent ro o m ; through a grate in the floor o f  the said room 
into the d u n g e o n ; and fin ally, from the dungeon, through 
a little  grate  above the door o f  each o f their ken nels . . . 
Mr. H oward com pares the place to the B lack-hole o f C alcutta . 
T h e view  I had o f it assisted to raise the idea o f a m uch 
worse p r iso n ; w here

‘ N o ligh t, but rather darkness visib le,
Served  on ly  to d iscover sig h ts o f w oe.’ ” 20

One of the prisoners confined in Liverpool, in a 
letter, dated the 13th May, to his father, Thomas 
Rutherfoord, mentions that:—

“  There cam e from  C hester here yesterd ay  a hundred and 
four prisoners am onghts whom  w ere Cousin James, John 
B row n, N inian Brown, and severall other gen tlem en .”  21

Another letter from the same, dated two days later, 
contains the following :—

“  T h a t account from C hester o f the prisoners (w hich you 
mention in you r d a y ’s letter) liv v in g  upon bread and w ater 
lasted on ly  for tw o or three days, for there w as no such order 
from  the Governm ent, and w as onlie doon b y  S ir  Thom as 
John ston ’s doers here to oblige them  to sign  In den tors.”

Dr. Bridge, the writer of the article in which this 
note appears, explains that the indentures to which 
reference is made, bound the prisoners to go to the 
plantations, and, at the rate of ^25 per head, Sir 
Thomas Johnston was finding it a profitable piece of 
business. On the 17th May a third letter to Thomas

20 Hemingway’s History of Chester, Vol. II., p. 176.
21 Proceedings of this Society, N.S., Vol. XV., p. 51, etc.
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Rutherfoord, from another correspondent, mentions 
that several prisoners had been stopped in Chester 
for trial; presumably because they would not sign the 
indentures, or could not raise the amount demanded 
by Johnston.

The next item relating to the prisoners is in a 
fourth letter from Rady Otway to Mr. Browne, dated 
5th July, in which she mentions:—

“ T here are still som e hundreds o f prisoners in the C astle, 
and tw o regim ents o f  soldiers in the town, all provisions 
are therefore dear.” ®

The prisoners do not appear to have been very 
securely guarded, and, in a letter, dated October 8th 
[-19th], from Colonel Harry Bruce of Clackmannan, 
to the Duke of Mar, is a note that:—

“ T he E n g lish  letters that cam e here th is m orning bear 
th a t thirteen o f  our prisoners have escaped out o f  C hester 
C astle . . . b u t their nam es are not yet know n . . 24

Further escapes, possibly from some other gaol, are 
described in letters written at the end of October by 
a Lewis Charteris. It seems that he and many others 
were being conveyed to the West Indies to serve 
there as slaves, and, on the way, they rose, captured 
the ship, and navigated her to France. Charteris 
dilates on the difficulties he experienced with his 
fellow conspirators and others, and continues:—

“ A t last I prevailed on the sailors b y  the interest o f Mr. 
M urray,25 son of a parson in C heshire, w ho had great 
interest in them, to propose to carry  hom e the ship, and 
arrest her for th eir w a ges .” 26

23 MSS. of George Brown, Esq., of Troutheck, p. 352.
24 Calendar of the Stuart Papers, Vol. III., p. 99.
25 Possibly a relation of the Rev. Peter Morrey, Rector of Thurstaston 

and Vicar of Neston. See XVirral Notes and Queries, Vol. II., pp. 7 and 
78. Will proved Chester in 1720. Letters of administration of a Peter 
Morrey, clerk, curate of Holy Trinity, Chester, were granted at Chester 
in 1724.

24 Calendar of the Stuart Papers, Vol. III., p. 200.
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Among the many appeals made to Mar is one, dated 
from St. Germain’s on 7th December, in the same 
year, in which the writer, Thomas Scott, says:—

" I  am a son o f th e E arl o f Tarras, w as taken  at Preston, 
and escaped from  C hester. B eing a relation o f you r G race’s 
first lad y  b y  m y m other, I b eg  you r protection and orders, 
and allow ance to com e to k iss you r h an ds.” 27

France was naturally the chief goal of the Jacobite 
refugees, and the arrival of these impoverished people 
must have been a sore tax upon French hospitality, 
and a source of embarrassment to the exiled Stuart, 
by whom their reshipment to their native land, as 
referred to below, would be hailed with relief. In a 
letter from Bordeaux, dated 4th January, 1717, Robert 
Gordon, writes to M ar:—

“ I am told th at one M urray and one Sword of Mr C h arteris ’s 
troop were parted for A vign on  before I go t you r orders co n ­
cern in g them , though I had caused clear them  out, and th ey  
told me th ey  w ere go in g  for F landers. I hope to g e t a ll the 
common people shipped off for Sco tlan d .”  28

On January n th , Charteris wrote to Major Simon 
Fraser from Bordeaux, in these terms:—

“  I had to do w ith  the basest pack ever poor man w as
trysted  w ith ...........................I should th in k  it  hard to have
to answ er to the accusations and im pertinencies of these 
scoundrels, whom  I have redeem ed from slavery . T h e y  are 
Sw ord, the landw ard tailor, our old corporal, you k n ow  him  
to be a cow ard, and I can assure you h e ’s an arrant scoundrel 
in m any other respects ; M urray, the sheep stealer, is worse 
i f  possible, and H enderson the brew er’s man is worst 
o f  a ll ...........................”  29

The majority of the refugees were no doubt, in 
happier days, good and useful citizens, but their ranks 
contained many undesirable characters, and it seems 
probable that the son of the Cheshire parson was 
of that number, notwithstanding the better opinion 
Charteris appears to have once entertained of him.

27 Calendar of the Stuart Papers, Vol. III., p. 296.
“  Ibid. Vol. III., p. 398.
29 Ibid. Vol. III., p. 425.



46 C H E SH IR E  AND “ T H E  F IF T E E N  ”

Two more extracts which, perhaps, are only in­
directly connected with “ The Fifteen,” bring the 
series of notes from the Stuart Papers to a close.

On March ioth, 1717, George Jerningham, agent in 
Holland to James III., addressed a letter from “ Gand” 
to Mar, complaining that Mr. Dicconson30 had neg­
lected the business of two Jacobites, Mr. Tilesly 
and Mr. Thomas Ashton, the last a gentleman of 
fortune and interest in Cheshire and well known to 
the Duke of Ormonde. They had come over for 
instructions, and he desired that these might be sent 
him as soon as possible.81 Mr. Thomas Assheton has 
already been mentioned as giving a casting vote in 
favour of George I.

The last extract is dated Calais, 3rd July, 1717, 
and was written by Father Archangel Graeme, the 
capuchin, to Mar. He says:—

“  Mr C hum ley o f H o rd ford 32 is a cadet o f Tord Cholm on- 
d e le y ’s fam ily. A s lie is a man o f considerable fortune, and 
v e ry  loyal, I th o u gh t you had know n him . H e w as con ­
cerned in the O xford business,83 and w as forced to g iv e  
6,0001. bail to have the benefit o f  the Habeas Corpus A ct. 
H e cam e here, as far as I understand, o n ly  to d ivert 
him self, y e t I received tw o or three visits from him  during 
his short sta y  here, and h e expressed h im self w ith  all the 
tenderness im aginable on the su b ject o f h is m aster. 
Perhaps you  know  as little  o f  the tw o gentlem en m en­
tioned in m y last. S ir  Thom as S e b rig h t34 is an M .P. for 
C heshire, and w orth a great deal o f m on ey......................”  35

30 William Dicconson or Dickenson held various posts under James 
II. and other members of his family.

31 Calendar of the Stuart Payers, Vol. IV., p. 114.
32 Robert Cholmondeley of Holford, high sheriff of Cheshire in 1687, 

was then about 65 years old. He was one of those present at the meeting 
at Ashley Hall.

33 Speaking about the small amount of active support given to the 
Jacobite rising in England, Green, in his Short History of the English 
People [p. 1586], says:—“ Oxford alone, where the University was a 
hotbed of Jacobitism, shewed itself restless.”

34 Sir Thomas Saunders Sebright, fourth baronet, LL.D., is said to 
have represented the county of Hereford in Parliament, and the above 
statement that he was member for Cheshire would appear to be inaccurate.

35 Calendar of the Stuart Papers, Vol. IV., p. 422.


