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Pretace.

g HIS history of the Siege of Chester during the
Civil War is published by the Chester and North

Wales Archeaeological Society with the per-
mission of the executors of the late Canon R. H. Morris,
who have generously presented his manuscripts and
notes to the Society’s library. These include transcripts and
abstracts from the manuscripts in the muniment room of
the corporation of the city of Chester, and miscellaneous
notes from documents and manuscripts in various reposi-
tories, material obviously collected for a second instalment
of his history of Chester, a volume on the Stuart period.
Apart from the present work, however, Canon Morris does
not appear to have written anything intended as a
continuation of his former volume on the Plantagenet and
Tudor reigns.

The manuscript as left by Canon Morris covers the entire
period of the siege and is, as far as it goes, complete with
documentary transcripts and notes. It has been divided
into chapters, the first six of which closely follow the
manuscript. From the battle of Rowton Heath onward
some liberties had to be taken and original research entailed
in order to make the narrative more intelligible and
complete. The labour thus involved has been entrusted to
the capable hands of Mr. P. H. Lawson, who has placed
the Society, the city of Chester, and indeed the whole



community, under the greatest possible obligation. That
the author was not spared to undertake this revision and to
see the fruits of his labour in the publication of his work
must always remain a source of profound regret.

F.G.S.

Grateful acknowledgment is made to all who have assisted
in various ways, more particularly Sir Charles Firth, M.A.,
LL.D., of Oxford; Mr. Henry Symonds, F.S.A.; the
officials of the Bodleian Library; Mr. W. E. Duckworth;
Rev. S. P. Gray, Vicar of Farndon; Mr. Frank Simpson,
F.S.A.; and Miss N. Davies, who has prepared the Index.

Thanks are also due to Mr. J. H. E. Bennett, F.S.A., who
is mainly responsible for the interesting plan of contempor-
ary Chester, drawn by Mr. J. E. Sunter, and to Major A.
Spence Hodgson, R.A.R.O., who perambulated the line of
the fortifications. And finally T would express my great
obligation to the Rev. F. G. Slater, M.A., Honorary
Editorial Secretary, who has read the proofs and given
indefatigable assistance throughout.

P. H. Lawson.

88, Foregate Street,
Chester.
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