
Abstract of Proceedings

R E P O R T  O F T H E  C O U N C IL  FO R  T H E  YEAR 1957

T he Council has the honour to subm it its R eport for the year ending 31st December, 1957.

O fficers and  C o u n cil .

A t the A nnual G eneral M eeting held on 3rd April 1957, the following officials were elected 
for the ensuing year:—

C h airm an :
Hon. Secretary:
Hon. Asst. Secretary: 
Hon. T reasurer:
Hon. E ditor:
Hon. C urator:
Hon. L ibrarian :
Hon. A uditors:

T he Yen. A rchdeacon R. V. H. Burne, M.A.
M r. D. A. Nicholls
Mrs. V. Gibson
M r. P. J .  H yland
A lderm an P. H . Lawson
M r. W. J .  Williams
M r. J . G. M cPeakc
Messrs. W alter Conway & Co.

T he following mem bers were re-elected to the C ouncil:— 
M r. J .  W . Clarke M r. G. B. Leach
M r. F. Taylor M r. B. T . Williams

T he Council takes great pleasure in welcoming Miss N. Powell who was unanim ously elected 
to the vacancy caused by the death  of M r. Charles Greenwood.

L ectures and  O utings.

Lectures and O utings were again very well attended  this year and appear to have been greatly
appreciated.

L ectures.

9th Jan u ary M r. J .  T . Smith M ediaeval Domestic Architecture
6 th  February M r. R . Sherlock C hurch C andelabra
6th M arch Prof. W . F. Grimes T he Tem ple of M ithras at W albrook,

London
3rd April M r. F. H . Thom pson 1956 Excavations in Chester (following

the A nnual G eneral M eeting)
2nd O ctober Dr. P. C order G reat Casterton
6th N ovem ber Lt. Col. A. H . Burne O ffa’s Dyke: A M ilitary C om m entary
4th December A lderm an P. H . Lawson O ld Houses of Chester

O utings.

11th M ay H aw arden  Castle and  N orthop C hurch
15th Ju n e Capesthorne Hall
13th Ju ly M ostyn H all and  Basingwerk Abbey
10th August Speke H all and  the Lady Lever A rt Gallery
7th Septem ber Thurstaston H all and  Brimstage Tow er
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St . J o h n ’s H ouse.

T enancy of St. Jo h n ’s House was given up by the C ounty Council in Septem ber 1957. At 
the request of the Trustees of the House three representatives of the M inistry of W orks visited 
Chester on O ctober 2nd to discuss w ith the Trustees the long-planned transfer of the property  to 
the M inistry by Deed of Gift and the subsequent excavation and preservation of the A m phitheatre. 
A trial excavation has been conducted to determ ine the exact northern  boundaries of the A m phi
theatre and  a necessary diversion of Little St. Jo h n  Street is p lanned for the autum n of 1958. The 
Society has agreed to demolish St. Jo h n ’s House and leave the site ready for excavation by the 
M inistry of Works a t the end of the year.

C ouncil M eetings .

T he Council m et on three occasions; the principal m atter discussed was tha t of St. Jo h n ’s House 
referred to above. In  M ay a  letter was sent by the Council to the Tow n Clerk expressing the 
Society’s concern a t the suggestion th a t the “ Nine Houses” in Park Street m ight be dem olished. 
T he Society will have been gratified to learn tha t these houses are to be preserved.

E xcavations.

A t the beginning of the year a R om an building first located in 1951 in the Infirm ary Field 
was thoroughly explored. I t  m easured 40 feet by 50 feet, divided by crosswalls to form six rooms, 
and  was most probably an isolated small house built outside the western defences of the fortress. 
In  M arch w hen the O ld Light-Cake Shop a t 16, N orthgate Street was about to be incorporated 
into Q uain tw ay’s building a careful photographic and draw n record was m ade of the m ediaeval 
cellars, probably 13th century, w ith their segmental arches a t the rear. A tim ber fram ed wall 
containing the original w attle-and-daub infilling w ith traces of painted decoration was also exposed. 
In  A pril further operations a t a site in Nicholas Street m ade it possible to complete the p lan  of a 
ram part building on the western legionary defences and an interval tower 21^ft. by 17ft. a t the 
rear of the wall was discovered. T he last excavation was tha t of O ctober to determ ine the northern  
boundary of the A m phitheatre. ■

L ib r a r y .

T he pattern  of use of the Society’s L ibrary  has been similar to th a t of recent years. Tw enty- 
two mem bers borrowed eighty volumes between them  com pared with eighty-eight volumes borrowed 
by eighteen members in 1956. I t is a  pity  th a t more members do not take advantage of the facilities 
of this most useful collection. I t m ay be helpful to inform new members tha t the Society’s L ibrary  
is housed in Chester Public L ibrary, St. Jo h n  Street, and  is available, either for reference or borrowing 
during norm al library hours.

T here was no expenditure on rebinding during 1957.

M em bersh ip.

D uring the year thirty-four new members joined the Society. Twenty-four mem bers died, 
resigned or were lost trace of. M em bership a t 31st D ecember 1957, was 301, including 39 Libraries, 
3 ex-Officio and 11 Associate members. This constituted a new record total.
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ROMAN STONES CATALOGUE ACCOUNT 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 

For the year ended 31st December, 1957

RECEIPTS PAYMENTS

£ S. d. £ s. d.
Postages and Packing ... l 6 11
Surplus on Year’s W'orking ... 21 12 7

Sales Receipts ... 22 19 6 £22 19 6

Balance at Bank 31/12/56 ... 36 11 11
Add Surplus for Year ... ... 21 12 7 Note.—T he sum of £300 is owing to Chester

Corporation in respect of a Loan.
Balance 31/12/57 ■■•£58 4 6

We have examined the above account with the Bank Account and certify that it is in accordance 
therewith.

(Signed) Walter Conway & Co.,
Chartered Accountants,

Old Bank Buildings, Chester.
Chester. 22nd February, 1958 Hon. Auditors.

ST. JO H N ’S HOUSE ACCOUNT 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS

For year ended 31st January, 1958

RECEIPTS
1956

PAYMENTS
1957

1956 1957 £ £ s. d.
£ £  s. d- £ s. d. 1 Fire Insurance i 4 0

506 Rents ... ... 399 3 9 Property Owners Liability
80 Bank Interest ... 98 11 3 Insurance 14 3

154 Investment Interest ... ... 184 4 4 Expenses: Meeting with
55 Repayment of Income l ax ... 54 16 10 Ministry of Works

212 Balance carried down — — — Representatives ... .. 15 7 6
1,000 Stock Purchases . -- —

Balance carried down .. 713 10 5

£1,007 £736 16 2 £1,007 £736 16 2

Balance 31/1/57 2,391 16 7
Surplus for Year 713 10 5

Balance at Bank 31/1/58 £3.105 7 0

We have examined the above statement of Receipts and Expenditure, together with the Books, 
Vouchers and Bank Books, and find it to be correctly recorded.

(Signed) Walter Conway & Co.,
Chartered Accountants,

Old Bank Buildings, Chester.
Hon. Auditors.Chester. 22nd February, 1958
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 

For the year ended 31st December, 1957

RECEIPTS PAYMENTS

1956 £ s. d. £ s. d. 1956 £ s. d.
Subscriptions ... 251 11 6 1 Rent of Lecture Room l 0 0

Arrears 17 17 0 189 Printing and Stationery .. 193 7 9
232 Advance . . 12 1 3 4 Postages and Petty Cash

281 9 9 (Treasurer) 8 0 0
Dividends: 12 ditto. (Secretary') . 9 0 0
British Transport 1 Fire Insurance—Library 10 0

78/88 5 10 8 1 Advertising .. 3 12 0
9 3i%  War Stock 3 10 0 Cheque Book ... 4 0

9 0 8 8 Subscriptions to Kindred Societies 6 8 0
17 Museum Sales ... 6 13 0 Bark numbers “Cheshire Sheaf” 4 4 0
2 Journal Sales ... 10 19 1 14 Lecturer’s Expenses 21 1 7
4 Repayment Income Tax 4 1 8 1 Gratuity Museum Attendant 1 0 0
5 Donations 5 12 6 2 Sundries .. 2 13 0

47 Sir Mortimer Wheeler’s Lecture — — — 7 Hire of Town Hall .. --- — —
3 Repairs to Duplicator .. --- — —

73 Surplus on Year .. 66 16 4

£316 £317 16 8 £316 £317 16 8

Balance 31/12/56 175 3 1
Surplus ... 66 16 4

Balance 31/12/57 241 19 5

BALANCE SHEET as at 31st December 1957

1956 1956 1957
£ £ s. d. £ £ s. d.
911 Accumulated Fund Investments at Market Value

31/12/56 963 15 1 31/12/57:
72 Add surplus for year 66 16 4 218 £320 1 Is. 5d. British Transport

------------- 1,030 11 5 78/88 ........................... 195 10 11
20 Deduct decrease in valuation 70 £100 3}% War Stock 63 0 0

stock ...............  30 1 1 500 Library at Insurance Value ... 500 0 0
175 Balance at Lloyds Bank Ltd. 241 19 5

£963 £1,000 10 4 £963 jo o o 10 4

Note.—The Certificates for the above- 
mentioned Stocks are in the hands of 
Chester Corporation held against the 
loan of £300, to Roman Stone Cata
logue Account.

We have examined the above Balance Sheet and the foregoing statement of Receipts and 
Payments and in our opinion it is correctly recorded.

(Signed) W alter Conway & Co.,
Chartered Accountants,

Old Bank Buildings, Chester.
Hun. Auditors.Chester. 22nd February, 1958.


