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PREFACE

Anyone undertaking a work of research of this na tu re  is deeply indebted not only to those who 
in the past took the trouble to place on record in innum erable and  often rare books of reference 
the inform ation from which later generations can draw , bu t to a host of persons who by their 
encouragem ent and  help supplied new m aterial and evidence on w hich to work. N either source, 
however, can take the place of personal research, and I have attem pted to see and exam ine afresh 
alm ost every piece of plate m entioned in this book. This has been especially valuable w hen testing 
the reliability of the m onum ental work by Sir Charles Jackson, English Goldsmiths and their marks, 
2nd edition, 1921, to w hich constant reference is m ade. This applies also to all o ther docum entary  
evidence both in m anuscript and prin t, bu t so little has been w ritten previously about the Chester 
goldsmiths tha t I can claim  tha t most of the inform ation now passed on is new to the general public. 
I am , nevertheless, fully aw are tha t although I have attem pted to m ake it as accurate and as complete 
as possible, o ther interesting facts about the lives of the Chester goldsmiths and examples of their 
work m ay still come to light, and it is my sincere hope tha t this record will help to disclose such 
inform ation. In  recording and  innum erating Chester p late, I also hope to establish an easily identi
fiable pedigree to these rem aining pieces, perhaps m aking successful theft less easy.

Among the m any I would like to list for special m ention, I am  particularly  grateful to the 
Chester G oldsm iths’ C om pany through their last Assay M aster, M r. V incent W ard, for placing 
a t my disposal the earliest records of the C om pany and for allowing some of the pages to be 
photographed. I would like to thank Sir Leonard and  Lady Stone who first p lanted the idea for this 
book and  M r. Jo h n  Lowe, goldsmith, of Chester, for generous encouragem ent at all times; M r. 
Charles O m an ; M r. C laude Blair of the D epartm ent of M etalw ork a t the V ictoria and A lbert 
M useum, London; Mrs. G. E. P. H ow ; Miss Ju d ith  Bannister and  M r. G erald Sanders o f the 
Society of Silver Collectors; the L ibrarian  of G oldsm iths’ H all, London; M r. A rthur W estwood, 
Assay M aster a t B irm ingham ; M r. Brian Redwood, Cheshire County Archivist; M r. A rthur 
G rim w ade and  M r. M ichael Clayton of Christie, M anson and  W oods; M r. Denis Petch, C urator 
of the Grosvenor M useum , Chester; T he R ight Rev. D. D. Bartlett, Lord Bishop of St. A saph; 
H er Grace Anne Duchess of W estm inster; the H olt T rustees; A rchdeacon emeritus R . V. H . 
B urne; Lord K enyon; Lord M ostyn; M r. George B. Leach; the Rev. R . E. M allinson of Bolton; 
M r. D. Lockett; Colonel and Mrs. R . H . W hineray and the late M r. Sidney Jeavons of Streetly, 
Staffordshire. I would also like to thank the Chester Archaeological Society under its C hairm an 
Miss A. F. Estelle Dyke; Mrs. E. K. Berry who, not only in her capacity as City Archivist, b u t also 
as Editor of the Chester Archaeological Society Journal, gave invaluable assistance in preparing  the 
m anuscript for the press; M r. M ichael Sherratt of Bowdon for p reparing the plates; and also the 
innum erable clergy throughout E ngland and  Wales, bu t especially in the Dioceses of St. Asaph, 
Chester and  Bangor, who have, almost w ithout exception, shown the greatest interest, courtesy 
and  co-operation in these researches, often a t w hat m ust have been great inconvenience to them 
selves. Lastly I would like to thank my own family, who on so m any occasions have accom panied me 
on my travels in search of Chester silver, have waited so patiently  whilst it was studied, and  have 
helped a t all times.

I would also like to thank the following for their courtesy and  kindness in allowing m e to use 
photographs, and  for the trouble so m any took to provide th em : H er M ajesty the Q ueen for plates 
4 and 5, from photographs supplied by the N ational M useum  of W ales; Chester Goldsm iths’



C om pany for the frontispiece and  plates 9, 10, 11, 33 and 34; the Grosvenor M useum, Chester, for 
plates 1-3, 55, 59 and 60; Chester C orporation for plates 6, 27-29, 78-79 and 83; C aernarvon 
C orporation for plates 80-82; Lord M ostyn for plate  7; Carlisle City M useum  for plate 8; Cheshire 
C ounty R ecord Office for plates 12 and 39; Mrs. G. E. P. How for plates 56-57; M anchester City 
A rt G allery for plate 54; M r. Charles O m an and  the Oxford University Press for plates 16 and  18; 
the H olt Trustees for plates 23-26; Messrs. Spink and  Son for p late 48; the Ven. L. S. Tyler, V icar 
o f Leigh and M r. R . D. Halliwell for plates 31-32; M r. G erald Sanders for plates 44-45, 49-50; 
Mrs. G. E. P. How  and  Sotheby and  Co. for plate 35; M r. D. Lockett and M r. Inglis of Messrs. 
Spink and  Son for plates 36-37, 46-47 and  52-53; M r. A. C. D. Pain for plate 38; M r. Jo h n  Lowe 
for p late 41; M r. A rthur W estwood, Assay M aster, B irm ingham  for plates 58 and  61; M r. Ian  Gee 
of A ltrincham  for plates 62-77, and  the incum bents of the parishes concerned for plates 12-22, 30-32, 
42-43 and  84-85. Plates 14-15, 17, 19, 20-22 and 51 have been taken from E. A. Jones, Church plate 
o f the Diocese o f Bangor, 1906, and  plate 40 from T. S. Ball, Church plate o f the City o f Chester, 1907.
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