
The Excavation of a Barrow at Woodhouse End, 
Gawsworth, Near Macclesfield.
by Gordon Rowley

SUMMARY

This was a Beaker monument, with a p r im a ry  cen tra l  deposit contained within a pit. The wide, 
low mound was form ed in th ree  separa te  phases , and the shallow, i r r e g u la r  quarry -d itch  therefo re  
assum ed in p laces  a double or trip le  concentric  form . Four sa te lli te  crem ation  b u r ia ls  were 
deposited in a reg u la r  a rc  within the south-west quadrant and a fu r the r  one was placed a short  
d istance outside the centre  of this a rc .  A large num ber of po tsherds  and flints w ere widely d i s 
p e rse d  throughout the tumulus and ditches. Two stone h am m ers  and two p ieces  of jet r ings  were 
found. S truc tu ra l  fea tu re s  within the mound included a f i re -p i t ,  a channel, and an oval pit, the 
pu rposes  of which a re  a ll  unknown. Two modern in trusions had d isturbed  the fabric  of the mound.

Phase 1
(1) The site  is  s tr ipped  of tu rf  and topsoil.
(2) The Channel is  dug, use is  made of it, and it is then filled in.

(3) The Beaker P it  is dug, the p r im a ry  central deposit is made, and the Beaker ca irn  is
constructed .

(4) The Beaker mound is made, largely  with sand taken from  a quarry -d itch ,  in a continuous 
p ro c e s s  which s ta r t s  with the infilling of the B eaker P it.

Phase 2
(1) The F i r e - P i t  is dug through the existing barrow  fabric  and used: then it is  filled with ea rth .

(2) The Oval P it  is dug through the existing ba rrow  fabric  and fulfils its function. A filling
largely  consisting of cobbles is completed with earth .

(3) Four sa te l li te  c rem ation  b u r ia ls  a re  placed in the quarry -d itch ,  which is then infilled, a t  f i r s t  
pa r t ly  with cobbles, then with ea r th  and dom estic  deb ris ,  the la t te r  including bones, charcoal,  
po tsherds  and flints.

Phase 3
(1) A fifth sa te l li te  c rem ation  buria l  is  in se r ted  into the cobbles of the q uarry -d itch  infill.

(2) The Beaker mound is ra ise d  and enlarged with m ate ria l  taken from  a fu r the r ,  outer q u a rry -  
ditch. All existing fea tu re s  with the exception of this outer ditch a re  covered, and a cobble 
capping is  then laid over the whole.

(3) The outer q ua rry -d itch  is  filled in with s tones, ea rth  and dom estic  deb ris .

INTRODUCTION

The Woodhouse End Tumulus (SJ96/914695) is  s ituated close beside the A523 route between 
M acclesfield , C heshire  and Leek, Staffordshire  (F ig . l ) .

The n e c essa ry  excavation work was c a r r ie d  out en tire ly  by volunteers . Excavation commenced 
on the 10th Septem ber 1966 with a p re l im in a ry  survey  and lasted  a lm ost exactly two y e a rs ,  work 
taking place mainly at weekends, but a lso  during the afternoons and evenings whenever possib le , 
pa r t icu la r ly  during the sum m er. Work was held up between November 1967 and M arch 1968 owing 
to the p resence  of foot-and-m outh d isease  in the a re a .
All finds and rec o rd s  a re  lodged at the Grosvenor Museum in C hester .  The site  now rem a in s  to 
be seen as  a tumulus, re s to re d  as  nearly  as  possib le  to what is  thought to have been its  original 
appearance . That p a r t  of the monument lying outside a north /sou th  line 10 yards  (9 m) west of the 
cen tra l  point has been left undisturbed.
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Fig. 1 Location maps

THE BARROW

The barrow  lies  on the 550 feet (160 m) contour, on the forw ard slope of a hill running down 
eastw ards  to the Cow Brook in the valley below (Figs. 1 and 2). F rom  the e as te rn  bank of this 
s t re a m  the ba rrow  appears  to stand on a c re s t ,  but the hillside behind continues to r i s e  to a spot 
height of 583 feet (175 m). The s teep-s ided  valley through which the brook runs indicates the 
m assive  Red Rock Fault which here  divides the Lower Carboniferous Yoredale sandstones and 
shales to the east  from  the red  T r ia s s ic  rocks  underlying Woodhousegreen to the west, where the 
Red M arl  which fo rm s the upperm ost m em ber of this s e r ie s  is about 100 feet (30 m) in th ickness. 
The actual separa tion  of the D erbysh ire  Dome from  the Cheshire  Basin takes place along the Red 
Rock Fault, running here  along a north /sou th  line. The valley bottom is flat and poorly drained, 
and the ancient banks of a shallow but fa ir ly  wide lake a re  c learly  d iscern ib le . Even today a p r o 
longed spell  of ra in  will b r ing  about the form ation of a sm all lake in what is at best m arshy  
ground.

The P le is tocene  deposits  overlying the a re a  w ere laid down during the Q uaternary  Ice Age and 
consist  largely  of clays with wide patches of both fine and coarse  sands and some g rave ls .  All 
these were seen in the lower bas ic  m ate ria l  below the barrow , and above them lies the layer  of 
e r r a t ic  boulders , cobbles and pebbles which provided packing for the quarry -d itch  and p its  within 
the mound and the capping which enveloped the whole. These stones include gran ites , g reenstones , 
fe lsp a rs ,  porphyries, basalt ,  quartz  and siliceous g r i ts ,  many of which a re  c learly  s t r ia te d .  Also
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p rese n t  a re  rough and sub-angular p ieces  of rock of local origin swept from  the adjacent h ills  to 
the east .  Orange-coloured  sil ica  sand and quartz  gravel w ere common in the cen tra l  a re a  of the 
mound and in many p laces  were found running down below the quarry -d itch .
During the period in which the construction of the ba rrow  is thought to have fallen fo re s ts  of the 
pedunculate oak (Quercus robur) form ed the dominant plant cover for this a rea ,  with the hazel 
(C orylus Avellana) by fa r  the most w idespread shrub.

THE EXCAVATION
Woodhouse End lies a dozen m iles or so west of the edge of the Carboniferous L im estone plateau 
of D erbysh ire ,  where the local cu ltures  of the Neolithic and Early  Bronze ages a re  well c h a ra c 
te r ise d .  Between this l imestone outcrop and the C heshire  P lain  p roper  a re  to be found many 
groups of ba rrow s. The Woodhouse End site  was thought to justify examination quite simply 
because  a very  slight uplift on the c re s t  of a hill seem ed too abrupt a fea ture  to be en tire ly  
natu ra l.  Topographically the site  offered some encouragement that it might in fact be that of a 
ba rrow , though the outline of the supposed mound was both broken and indefinite. An oval d e p r e s 
sion in the centre  rep resen ted  an obvious d isturbance of one kind or another, and the possib ili ty  
seem ed very strong  that an excavation of so r ts  had been c a r r ie d  out by local ba rrow  diggers  in the 
late 19th century. While it seem ed m ost improbable that a genuine barrow  could have escaped 
the ir  attention no mention of such an e n te rp r is e  could be found in the very sp a rse  local rec o rd s .  
Available a e r ia l  p ic tu res  showed no sign of any d isturbance other than that noted. N everthe less , 
in view of imminent hedging and ditching operations on the r im  of the mound, it was decided that 
an examination of the site  should be made and might prove of value.

Work was c a r r ie d  out on a grid system  of five-foot squares  laid out on a north /sou th  line. The 
unit was found to be most convenient for use by a sm all  team , being large enough to take two 
w o rk e rs  at a t im e, yet sm all enough to allow very  accura te  record ing  of f ind-spots  and other 
fea tu re s ,  and easily  covered by boards for protection whenever it was necessa ry .  As the nature 
of the ground made sifting quite im practicable  the m ajor  p a r t  of the excavation was c a r r ie d  out by 
brush ing  and trowelling.

Some 6 to 8 in. (0. 15 to 0 .2  m) of humus covered the whole of the monument (Fig. 3). Beneath this 
the cobble capping of Phase 3, in a setting of r ich-brow n so il ,fo rm ed  a m ore  or less  intact 
envelope a c ro s s  the whole of the tumulus within the lim its  of the ditchworks of this phase. (Unless 
o therwise stated all depths a re  given as m easured  from the modern ground surface).  A layer of 
s im ila r  r ich-brow n soil, 6 to 8 in. (0.15 to 0. 2 m) deep and thickly strew n with pebbles, com prised  
the next lower s tra tum  and m arked the enlarging p ro c e s s  of Phase 3. Last came the Beaker 
mound of Phase  1 which, excluding the a re a  of the Beaker P it  itself, was nowhere m ore than 8 to 
10 inches (0. 2 to 0 .25  m) deep and ch a ra c te r ise d  by the p resence  of a distinctive orange-co loured  
sand. The la t te r ,  where the thickness of applied m ate ria l  was 1'6" (c 0. 5 m) o r  m ore , is  denoted 
by the dotted a re a  of F igure  4. No tu rf- l ine  or ancient worm -w orked soil was to be seen along the 
base  of the mound, and differentiation here  between basic  soils  and barrow  m ate ria l  was ex trem ely  
difficult.

Dug-Out No. 1
Excavation was begun on the west side of the cen tra l  north /sou th  g rid-line  in such a way as to 
encom pass  the depress ion  in the sum m it of the mound. This depress ion  was found to m ark  a co m 
para tive ly  recen t d isturbance. (Figs. 3, 4A, 5 and 6.) S tra tification was sharply-defined and included 
lay e rs  of a l ight-brown sand strikingly different from  all the o ther  sands d isclosed  beyond the 
lim its  of the d isturbed  a re a .  F ragm en ts  of hessian  w ere mingled with the extraneous sand. The 
soil a lso  contained many large stones, both roundish and angular, s ingularly  s im ila r  to one another 
in s ize ,  and weighing on average about 12 pounds (5. 5 kg.). Towards the bottom of the cavity were 
many recen t rem a in s ,  including m etal, g lass  and earthenw are  deb ris .  A portion of clay pipe stem  
bore  the name and add ress  of a local m aker and could have been produced no la te r  than 1939. The 
d isturbance  at the deepest point was 5'3" (1. 6 m) and form ed as a lm ost square  cavity of some 
6' (1.8 m) each side. It was subsequently identified as a dug-out constructed  by the Home Guard 
in 1940.
Total c learance  of the modern intrusion showed a m arked concentration of large stones in that 
p a r t  of the undisturbed ba rrow  fabric  n e a re s t  the centre  of the tumulus.
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Fig. 4 Plan o f  s tru c tu ra l fe a tu re s , ditches and p its
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Fig. 5 Plan o f  B ea ker  P it (with dug-out no. 1)

The Beaker Pit
The c learance  of those grid units which contained Dug-Out No. 1 exposed a section of the mound 
ten feet (3 m.) in length along the north /sou th  cen tre  line of the tumulus. D irec tly  below the m id 
point of the barrow  the c ro s s -se c t io n  of an obvious ca irn  was d isclosed . The ca irn  had been built 
within a pit (Figs. 3 and 4B),both fea tu re s  having been part ia l ly  destroyed  during the construction 
of Dug-Out No. 1.



The t ip - l ines  of b a rrow  m ate ria l  could now c learly  be seen dipping sharply  towards the cen tre  of 
the mound, outlining both ca irn  and pit and i l lus tra t ing  the continuous p ro ce s s  of p it-f i l l ing  and 
barrow -build ing  included in Phase  1 (Figs. 5 and 6). The apex of the ca irn  s ti l l  held a la rge  oval 
stone which stood on end like a keystone and m arked  the e a s te rn  lim it of Dug-Out No. 1 a t this 
point. Below this stone lay undisturbed sand inside what was in effect a sm all cham ber within the 
ca irn . This sand was very fine in composition and noticeably d a rk e r  in colour than the surrounding

HUMUS DARK SOI L  
P I T - C A IR N OF

B A S I C  SOI
BENEATH
BARROW

l

Fig. 6 E levation o f  B ea ker  P it {with dug-out no. 1)
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so ils .  In brushing  this soil away from  the stones of the ca irn  the bowl of an earthenw are  vesse l  
was revea led . P ro tec tion  for the vesse l  against falling pebbles and soil was provided and the over-  
lying sand rem oved, d isc losing  a long-necked Beaker (Fig. 7). A very  sm all  amount of sand had 
fallen into the vesse l ,  the r im  of which lay 3' (0. 9 m) below the ground surface . The pot lay at an 
angle of about 45 d eg rees  to the horizontal, with the mouth towards the sou th -east  and higher than 
the base . The limit of Dug-Out No. 1 passed  between 2 and 3 inches (25-30 mm) from  the bowl of 
the vesse l .  Ju s t  beneath the waist of the B eaker, at a depth of 3 '5" (1.04 m) from  ground level, a 
large  flint knife was found. (Fig. l id )

M

Fig. 7 The beaker

The rem ain ing  portion of the ca irn  extended only 2' (0. 6 m) eas t  of the central g rid -line  of the 
b a rrow  and com prised  nothing m ore than the th ickness of the ca irn  wall itself. The base of the pit 
reached  a depth of 3 '8" (1. 12 m) from  ground level at a point d irec tly  below the B eaker, dipping to 
a maximum depth of 3'10" (1. 17 m) at the w esternm ost point, where severance  by the dug-out had 
occurred . No human rem a ins  or soil s ta ins  suggesting the p resence  of an inhumation bu r ia l  w ere  
seen and no f ragm ents  of bone or of fu rthe r  po ttery  were found within the p i t ,bu t  a layer of com 
pacted black ash  about V2" (13 mm) thick lined the base  of the pit in that a re a  im m ediately beneath 
the stones of the ca irn . The general level of the floor of Dug-Out No 1 was m ore than a foot 
(0. 3 m) below that of the ca irn -p it .
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The Channel

Starting at a point 7' (2.1 m) south of the central point of the barrow , and at a depth of 2’9" (0. 9 m) 
from  ground level, the Channel ran  horizontally and slightly east  of south for a d istance of 4 ’
(1. 2 m) with a maximum width of 1*3" (0. 38 m) and an average th ickness of about 2" (50 mm)
(Figs. 4F and 8). In shape it might be likened to a tongue, eventually coming to a point at the 
southern end, the m ate ria l  of which held num erous pebbles and which although considerably 
blackened contained only a very  sm all quantity of charcoal. The whole fea ture  had been covered 
over with the sam e clean grey sand, so typical of the basic  so ils  beneath the barrow , as  that upon 
which it lay, and which at f i r s t  sight appeared quite undisturbed. The overlying sand was easily  
b rushed  away from  the soil of the Channel, which proved to have a much f i rm e r  consistency. No 
fragm ents  of bone ,po tte ry  o r  flint w ere found within the fea tu re , which may rep re sen t  the f i r s t  
tangible cerem onia l use of the site .
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Fig. 8 Plan and elevation o f  channel and f i r e  p it

The Q uarry-D itch
T here  was no c le a r -c u t  and well-defined quarry -d itch .  The fea tu re  was a very ram bling  and 
indefinite affa ir , som etim es  double or even tr ip le  in cha ra c te r ,  with p its  or s tr ings  of p its  
in concentric  a rc s .  It varied  in depth, m easu red  from  ground level to the basic  soil beneath 
between a very few inches and a little over 3' (0. 9 m) but r a r e ly  exceeded 2 ’ (0. 6 m). In general 
it was quite shallow and little m ore than a sc rape .  The in ternal d iam ete r  of the whole complex 
varied  between 20’ and 37’ (6 to 11 m) and the ex ternal d iam ete r  between 60’ and 73’ (18 to 22 m) 
but even these dim ensions have n e c essa r i ly  to be given where the depth was 1 ’6” or more 
(c 0. 5 m) in o rder  that anything like a coherent plan of the form  may be obtained. The shaded 
portion of F igure  4 indicates this a re a .  In some cases  maximum depth, or something very  close 
to it, was achieved within a very  r e s t r ic te d  a re a ,  thus producing a deep and narrow  pit. The holes 
form ed in this p ro c e s s  did not fall into any recognisable  pa tte rn , nor did they show signs of ever 
being occupied by bu r ia ls ,  t im ber posts  or standing stones.
The packing m ate r ia l  of the ditches was p r im a r i ly  and largely  composed of cobbles, although these 
w ere  not always found in the deepest p a r t s .  F o r  example, that portion of ditch due east  of the
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B eaker P it ,  m easu r ing  som etim es  10 or 11 feet a c ro s s  (3 to 3 .3  m) and laid with cobbles, was 
little m ore  than a foot (0. 3 m) in depth and was m ore in the nature  of a pavement than an infilled 
ditch. In a d itch-p it  about 4' (1.2 m) no r th -w est  of Inurned Crem ation  3 an egg-shaped 'headstone ',  
m easuring  1' by 7 or 8 inches (0. 3 by c. 0. 2 m) stood on end. Sm aller  stones had been packed 
around the base  of the la rg e r ,  p r io r  to infill, in o rd e r  to hold it in an upright position during that 
operation.
Two cobbles from  the d itch-packing at widely separa ted  points proved to be unfinished stone 
h a m m e rs  (Fig. 12).
The final filling of the d itches was a r ich-brow n ea rth ,  som etim es  with a considerable  adm ixture  
of bone fragm en ts ,  po tsherds  and p ieces  of flint. Also c h a ra c te r is t ic  of the whole ditch a re a  was 
the p resen ce  of very sm all f ragm ents  of charcoal. Heavy deposits  of ash  w ere found, and in two 
p laces  w ere  associa ted  with f ragm ents  of bone and evidence of heat. In those p laces  where no 
cobble filling was found the ea rth  used as infill was a lm ost indistinguishable from  the bas ic  so ils  
beneath, a s  in one instance where clay ex trac ted  from  one point had apparently  been rep laced  
d irec tly  upon the basic  clay at another. In such a case  the p resen ce  of ex traneous m a te r ia ls ,  and 
espec ia lly  that of charcoal or ash, was all that se rved  to show dem arcation . Bone f ragm ents  w ere 
a c h a ra c te r is t ic  pecu liar  to the ditch a re a  and w ere  found nowhere e lse  in the tumulus except in 
the imm ediate vicinity of the bu r ia ls ,  where they w ere  for the most p a r t  human in origin. With 
very  few exceptions o ther bone f ragm ents  recovered  from  the d itches, and p resum ably  anim al in 
origin, were minute and in a very  friab le  condition. Som etimes stones or po ttery  had been hurled 
into the ditch with such force that the main point of impact, p a r t icu la r ly  in the case of earthenw are ,  
was c lea rly  m arked  by the p resence  of la rg e r  p ieces , while the sm a l le r  fragm ents  w ere often to 
be found fanning out towards the ditch bottom. In a num ber of ca se s  it was found possib le  to 
collect f ragm en ts  of a p a r t icu la r  cobble from  quite w idespread points in the ditch a re a  and to 
rea sse m b le  them in the ir  en tire ty .
While the phasing of the ditchworks is n e c essa r i ly  a rb i t r a ry  the scope of P hases  1 and 2 is 
sufficiently indicated by the p resence  of po tsherds  derived  from  jabbed and im pressed , round- 
based Pe terborough earthenw are .  P o tsherd s  of these types w ere  found to be concentrated within 
a c irc u la r  a re a  of 22' (6. 6 m) rad ius  with the Beaker a s  a cen tre , but it was the infilling s tages  of 
P h ases  1 and 2 which had covered the bu r ia ls ,  including those two contained in collared  u rn s ,  
sh e rd s  from  which type of vesse l  w ere  found only outside the c irc le .  It th ere fo re  seem s likely 
that the buria l  u rns , deposited during Phase  2, w ere  contem porary  with v esse ls  used for one 
purpose or another by the m ound-w orkers  of Phase 3.

The length of the tim e in terval between phases  seem s likely to rem ain  unresolved. In a physical 
sense it is equally difficult to say just where the work of one phase ended and that of the next 
began. The fashion in which this work was c a r r ie d  out is exemplified in the m anner in which 
Unurned C rem ation  2 ,placed in position during Phase  2, was a lm ost completely rem oved and d i s 
p e rse d  during a la te r  stage of that phase. Sim ilarly , the urn in Inurned Crem ation  l , a l s o  deposited 
during P hase  2, was subsequently damaged and p a rt ia l ly  d ispe rsed  during Phase  3, while that of 
Inurned Crem ation  3 was deposited, damaged and d ispe rsed  during the final phase.

The Fire Pit
This pit had been dug through the b a rrow  fabric  of Phase  1 and had intruded upon the no r the rn  end 
of the Channel. It was roughly c irc u la r  in plan, with a d iam ete r  varying between 3 and 4 feet (0. 9 
to 1.2 m) (Figs. 4C and 8). The deepest point of the p i t , a t  2'9" (0. 84 m) below ground level, lay 
slightly off-centre  and towards the south. Stones of cobble s ize  had been piled up in a heap on the 
pit bottom to a height of 1'9" (0. 53 m) and were heavily blackened by ash. Charcoal was plentiful 
within the pit, and recognisable  p ieces  of twigs and branches could everyw here  be seen th ru s t  into 
the c rev ices  between the stones. The orange-co loured  sand of the ba rrow  fabric  into which the pit 
was dug had been changed to bright red  by the action of heat to a d istance of 2 or 3 inches (50 to 
75 mm) beyond the walls of the pit. So heavy was the concentration of charcoal and ash  that the 
outer l im its  of the pit w ere in all p lanes c learly  m arked by blackened soil. No fragm ents  of bone 
o r  flint w ere  found in the s tru c tu re ,  nor w ere any fragm ents  of pottery . Since the purpose of this 
pit is  unknown it cannot be assigned to any p a r t icu la r  stage of Phase  2.

The Oval Pit
This fea tu re  m easured  roughly 8'6" by 6'9" (2 .5  by 2 .0  m) and was aligned alm ost exactly south 
to north towards the Beaker P it  (Fig. 4D). The pit, in se r ted  through the barrow  fabric  of Phase  1 
and reaching  a maximum depth of 2'7" (0. 79 m) from  ground level, was filled with cobbles and 
la rg e r  stones. By fa r  the la rges t  of these , s im ila r  in s ize  and shape to the 'headstone ' a lready
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noted in the quarry -d itch ,  had been e rec ted  and b rac e d  in a s im ila r  m anner on the r im  of the 
fea tu re  at that point n e a re s t  to the Beaker P it .  Many sm all p ieces  of charcoal w ere  found in the 
pit, but there  was no tra c e  of bone ,po tte ry  or flint. As with the F i r e - P i t ,  and for the sam e reason , 
it is  im possible  to ass ign  th is  fea tu re  to an appropria te  s tage in P hase  2.

Dug-Out No. 2
This trench , s im ila r  in function and date to that in the centre  of the tumulus, ran  slightly ea s t  of 
north  and was roughly rec tangu la r ,  m easu r ing  some 6'3" by 2 '8 ” (1. 9 by 0. 8 m) and with a depth 
of 3' (0. 9 m). The base  of the pit m easu red  5'5" by 2' (1.6 by 0. 6 m) (Figs. 3 and 4E). During 
construction a very  sm all  a re a  of the stone packing of the Oval P i t  and of the qua rry -d itch  itse lf  
had been rem oved. No bone f ra g m en ts ,p o tsh e rd s  or flin ts  w ere  found within the fea tu re .

THE SATELLITE BURIALS
The physical a rrangem en t of these  b u r ia ls  followed a fa ir ly  reg u la r  p a tte rn  and w a r ra n ts  a p rec ise  
account of the d istances  involved. The b u r ia ls  w ere  five in num ber, of which the main group of 
four w ere  spaced out quite evenly, in an a rc  which fitted neatly within the sou th -w estern  quadrant 
of the ba rrow  and between the com pass bea rings  of 205 and 260 d eg rees .  (Figs. 3 and 9) The 
b u r ia ls  belong, as do the F i r e - P i t  and the Oval P it ,  to a stage of Phase  2 which cannot be placed 
in sequence.
Reading from  sou th -east  to no r th -w est  the a rrangem en t was as  follows:

Burial

Inurned 
Crem ation  1

Inurned 
C rem ation  2

Unurned 
C rem ation  1

Unurned 
C rem ation  2

Distance from  Beaker Distance between b u r ia ls

2 2'3" (6. 68 m)

22’7" (6. 78 m) 8'4" f rom  i /C  1 (2. 50 m)

21'8 " (6. 50 m) 8'0" from  i /C  2 (2.40 m)

23'9" (7. 13 m) 5’5" from  U/C 1 (1.62 m)

The ou term ost bu r ia l ,  i /C  3, lay on a bearing  of a lm ost exactly 235 d eg rees  from  the B eaker find- 
spot, that is to say at 45 degrees  to the Grid North line, and 25'9" (7. 72 m) d istant from  that 
vesse l ,  or some 3 ’ (0.9 m) beyond i /C  2. (The B eaker is here  used m ere ly  as a convenient point 
of re fe rence) .  The point m arking the surveyed centre  and sum m it of the tumulus lay at an average 
distance of 20 '3” (6. 08 m) f rom  each bu r ia l  of the main a rc ,  with a total g ro ss  varia tion of only 
1'3" (0.38 m).
T here  can be no certa in ty  as  to the authenticity of U/C 2 (q.v.) as a bu r ia l ,  but the siting is 
sufficiently close to the genera l pa tte rn  as  to justify  i ts  inclusion. At the sam e  tim e it is note
worthy that the ditchwork which a lm ost completely rem oved the supposed rem a in s  of U/C 2 
culminated in a pit which at 3' (0. 9 m) below ground level was c ircu la r  and 1' (0. 3 m) a c ro s s ,  and 
which lay at a point 8 '9 ” (2.63 m) w estw ards  along the b u r ia l  a rc  from  U/C 1.

Inurned Cremation 1
In this buria l  the urn  had been placed in an upright position on the floor of the quarry -d itch ,  which 
at this point was 1’6" (0. 46 m) below ground level (Figs. 3 and 9). Only the lower portion of the 
urn , from  the shou lder-cordon to the base ,  rem ained  intact, the vesse l  having been deposited during 
Phase  2 of the tumulus construction and then damaged and p a rt ia l ly  d isp e rsed  during Phase  3. 
F ro m  cordon to ground level the distance was 1’ (0.30 m).
The contents of the vesse l  w ere rela tive ly  undisturbed, having settled  down below the level of the 
cordon. They consisted of burned bones, mixed with ash and fine charcoal; a clay object tentatively 
identified as an e a r  or nose-s tud , (Fig. 13F); a sm all  flint flake, and a la rg e r ,  calcined flint 
implement which had been included with and burned with the skeletal rem ains .

Inurned Cremation 2
The p rinc ipal  vesse l  in this bu r ia l ,  the funera ry  vesse l  i tse lf  (Figs. 3 and 9), had been inverted  
upon in term ent, and the very  considerable  damage which it has sustained occurs  mainly in the
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Fig. 10 The fu n era ry  urns, a ccesso ry  v e sse l and 'mouth bellow s'

portion from  base  to shoulder-cordon. That p a r t  f rom  the shoulder up to and including the crown 
is in f a i r  condition (Fig. 10L). The main vesse l  had been deposited on a layer of gravel 1'6"
(0. 46 m) below ground level, with 7" (2.1 m) of soil rem aining above. Touching this v esse l  on 
the northw est, and a lso  inverted, was an a c ce sso ry  vesse l ,  (Fig. 10K), placed with its upper r im  on 
a level with the upperm ost edge of the crown of the la rg e r  vesse l .  It was packed tightly with 
g ravelly  soil.
The contents of the fu nera ry  urn  w ere  re la tive ly  undisturbed, ap a r t  from  a few bone fragm en ts  
which had been c a r r ie d  varying d istances  away by the action of earthw orm s. This movement had 
o ccu rred  only horizontally , or vert ica lly  upwards, through the in te rs t ic e s  of the cracked vesse l ,  
the hard  gravel layer  below having effectively prevented any movement in that d irection. Charcoal 
and ash  w ere mixed with the skele ta l rem a in s ,  and the whole had settled  down into a compacted 
m ass .

A flint knife had actually  been included in the p ro c e s s  of c rem ation  and is now calcined and f r a g 
mented. Within the la rg e r  urn  w ere some p ieces  of an earthenw are  object provisionally  identified 
as  a m outh-bellows (Fig. 10J),and also  assoc ia ted  with the buria l was a sm all fragm ent of flint.

Unurned Cremation 1
This bu r ia l  was contained within a pit very  s im ila r  in shape and volume to the buria l v e s se ls  of 
i /C s  1 and 2, being r a th e r  like an inverted  beehive in form , about 11" (0.28 m) in d iam ete r  and of 
equal depth (Figs. 3 and 9). This pit had been dug into the floor of the q uarry -d itch  i tse lf , so that 
the upper level of the pit and the floor of the ditch w ere equidistant from  the surface  of the 
tumulus at 2’ (0.60 m). Included in this bu r ia l  was a calcined flint flake tool.

Unurned Cremation 2
Tangible rem ains  w ere  here  so m eagre  as  to ren d e r  it doubtful whether or not a buria l was ever  
in fact deposited at this point. N ever the less  the siting is so close to the general pa tte rn  of the 
main bu r ia l  a rc  that it has been included as  the possib le  res idue  of a buria l which had largely  
been rem oved (Figs. 3 and 9).

14



The rem ain ing  portion of the pit was identical in shape to that of U/C l ,a n d  like that buria l  had 
been dug into the basic  so ils  beneath the barrow . It contained black ash  and a very  few m inor bone 
f ragm en ts ,bu t  was only between 5 and 7 inches (125-180 mm) in depth. The quarry -d itch  at this 
point, sweeping down in a n o r th -e as te r ly  d irec tion  from  ground level to a depth of over 3' (0. 9 m) 
within a la te ra l  d istance of only 3'6" (1.05 m) (a gradient of a lm ost 1 in 1) had cut r ight through 
the fea tu re . Some th re e -q u a r te r s  of the buria l  may therefo re  have been removed.

Inurned Cremation 3
E arly  in Phase  3 of the mound construction occu rred  the insertion  of this buria l into the cobbles 
of the quarry -d itch  filling (Figs. 3 and 9). Only the broken r im  and crown of the vesse l  concerned 
in the buria l  rem ained, but this was sufficient to show that the urn  had been placed in an inverted 
position. At i ts  upperm ost point the r im  was 11" (0. 28 m) from  ground level and 9" (0. 23 m) from  
the basic  soil beneath the tumulus at this point. Cobbles from  the ditch packing had been placed 
around the rem ain ing  portion of the vesse l  in such a way as not to c rush  it, but o ther cobbles were 
piled so c losely above it that no space was left in which the bowl of the vesse l  could have been 
accommodated. None of the m issing  fragm ents  was found, nor w ere  any comparable with them in 
colour or tex tu re . A very few minute bone fragm ents  and a little ash rem ained.

OBJECTS OF EARTHENWARE

The Beaker
The form  of the vesse l  is that of a somewhat modified long-necked beaker with two applied r ib s  
o r  cordons, one just below the r im  and the o ther around the waist. The r im  has a rounded lip and 
slopes outwards to the r im  cordon. The bowl has a pronounced Tob' (Fig. 7).
The outer su rface  of the vesse l  is generally  light-buff in colour with reddish  and black tones. 
Internally  the finish is greyish , and the in te r io r  of the bowl p roper  is heavily speckled with black.

The r im , both cordons, and the edge around the base  a re  jabbed at in tervals  with a cuneiform 
instrum ent. The comb-like instrum ent used to im print the main decora tive  theme had six squarish  
teeth. Double p a ra l le l  lines made with this tool appear below the band of r im  decoration and both 
above and below each of the cordons. Between the r im  and the upper cordon a re  diagonal comb 
im press ions ,  generally  running downwards from  right to left but occasionally  a lso  from  left to 
right, when they form  a vague c ross -ha tched  design. The upper half of the vesse l  between the r im  
and waist cordons has a pa tte rn  of hatched tr iang les  and lozenges with intervening re se rv ed  
s a l t i r e s ,  num bering sixteen in all.  Rows of horizontal lozenges filled with vert ica l  hatching leave 
a r e s e rv e  z ig-zag  around the bowl. There  a re  four rows of eight complete lozenges. Although it is 
in rem arkab ly  fine condition the Beaker has sustained some damage.

When found the B eaker lay at an angle of some 45 degrees  to the ho r izon ta l , with the neck u p p e r
most and lying towards the sou th-east ,  and with the vert ica l  c racks  in the neck aligned a c ro s s  the 
sloping bank of sand inside the ca irn  cham ber upon which the vesse l  re s ted .  There  was a handful 
of fine, dark-brow n soil within the Beaker, and beneath this soil w ere a number of sm all f ragm ents  
of a b lackish, flaky m ate ria l .  These were in fact earthenw are  ’c rum bs ' whose source  was the 
large f ra c tu re  of the body.

The Funerary Urns
The two funerary  v esse ls  of i /C s  1 and 2 a re  collared urns  and a re  completely undecorated. They 
a re  of a coarse  w are , dull buff in colour, made from  a clay mixed with grit  and poorly f ired . The 
in te r io r  su rfaces  a re  black.

A reconstruc tion  of the probable dimensions and form  is made possib le  if the deta ils  from  the 
surviving portions  a re  combined. (Fig. 10L)

The A ccessory Vessel
This vesse l  has an uneven globular body, with a flattened, outcurving r im  and an in ternal bevel 
(Fig. 10K). A slight narrowing of the body at a point just below the r im  fo rm s a shallow neck.

The vesse l  is of a coarse ,  dull buff w are  s im ila r  to that of the funera ry  urns, and is undecorated. 
It is  intact except for th ree  sm all chips in the r im .  The m issing  f ragm ents  w ere not found.
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The Stud
This is a pulley-shaped object of baked clay, (Fig. 13F).

The 'Mouth Bellows'
This object is of baked c la y ,b r ic k - re d  in colour, fragm ented and incomplete. It originally  had the 
shape of a hollow cone (Fig. 10J).

The Potsherds
A total of 315 fragm ents  of po ttery  w ere found in the quarry -d itch  and mound construction 
m ate r ia ls .  They appeared mainly in the ditch, p a r t icu la r ly  in the north -w est  quadrant, although 
o ther concentrations occurred . (Fig. 9) Many of the p ieces  a re  very sm all indeed and of little 
m ore than s ta t is t ica l  significance. About half a re  sm all w eathered ’c rum bs ' without any decorative 
c h a ra c te r is t ic s .  Very few sherds  a re  above 3" (75 mm) in length, and joining p ieces  a re  re la tive ly  
few. (Illustrations, F igs. 14-19) The average depth at which the she rds  w ere found was 1 '3”
(0. 38 m) below ground level, but no p a tte rn  of deposit at any p a r t icu la r  depth em erges .
See Appendix II.

OBJECTS OF STONE

The Flints and Cherts

Grey Brown Calcined Chert Totals

F ragm en ts 97 22 27 18 164

A rtifacts 21 5 4 2 32

Totals 118 27 31 20 196

The flint and chert  p ieces  w ere found widely d ispe rsed  throughout ditch and tumulus alike and lay 
at an average depth of 1' (0. 03 m) (Fig. 9). As with the po tsherds ,  there  was no pa tte rn  of deposit 
at any p a r t icu la r  level. The flint c lass if ied  as  'g rey ' in fact covers  all shades from  white to 
b lack ,bu t  seem s to r e p re s e n t  various s ta te s  of what is  basica lly  the sam e m ate ria l.  Some is 
opaque and dull,but some is of fine quality and translucen t.  This c la ss  accounts for some 60°/o 
of the total number of p ieces .

The 'brown' flint actually  v a r ie s  between a light ochre and a dull red in colour. Although a p p e a r 
ing in both opaque and trans lucen t fo rm s  it seem s generally  to be of poo rer  quality than the grey 
type. This may, however, be a fallacy form ed on a quantative b as is ,  since only about 14% of the 
total number of p ieces  belong to this type, including the la rges t  a r t ifac t  from  the s ite , the Beaker 
knife i tself (Fig. l id ) .

The calcined or f i r e -c ra c k le d  p ieces  have effectively lost the ir  source  identity, and though some 
exam ples seem  to be of a superio r  flint to o thers  the varia tion may have been brought about by the 
degree  of heat to which the specim ens have been subjected. Representation  in the total is 18°/0.

The chert  from  which 107o of the a r t i fac ts  and deb ris  was derived is a lm ost certa in ly  of fa ir ly  
local origin, s ince e r r a t i c  pebbles of a s im ila r  m ate ria l  were found on the site . It is b lack ish-  
grey and has the appearance of pitch. Although inferio r  for tool-m aking purposes  to all but the 
poo res t  types of flint this stone was neverthe less  used in the m anufacture of a sm all  num ber of 
a r t i fa c ts .
Although flint is  not found locally it r e p re s e n ts  some 90% of the total num ber of f ragm en ts  and 
a r t i fac ts  d iscovered . Many very  sm all f ragm ents  have been made into tools, some of which show 
signs of having been refu rb ished  for fu rthe r  use after  being broken. Most a re  damaged and show 
signs of considerable  use. With the single exception of the arrowhead (Fig. 12cf), where the nature 
of the a r t i fac t  requ ired  that it should be balanced, all the im plem ents, including the B eaker knife, 
a re  worked on one face only. On p ieces  used as s c ra p e rs  the bulbar end is t r im m ed  to fo rm  a 
working edge; on knives the bulbar end is towards the hand. On the convex edges of knives the 
re- touching  is  unrem arkab le , but on all concave edges and some s tra igh t  ones very fine se r ra t io n s  
produce a saw-like function.
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Fig. 11 The flin ts
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Fig. 13 The J e t R ings and the Stud
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The Jet Rings
F ragm en ts  of two different jet rings w ere found.
The f i r s t  (Fig. 13, orn 1) lay upon the ancient ba rrow  surface  beneath 5" (0.15 m) of loam (Fig. 9; 
Sec.K14). Grooves left by the tool used in shaping the jet can c learly  be seen running la te ra lly  
a c ro s s  the inside of the ring.
The second (Fig. 13, orn  2) lay at a depth of 7" (0.18 m) below the barrow  surface  (Fig. 9; Sec. K2).

Objects of this period made of jet, shale or lignite, s im ila r  in design to the r ings  from  Woodhouse 
End, a re  som etim es  described  as 'r ing-pendan ts '  and a re  perhaps  g ird le - fa s te n e rs  (P ro c .S o c . 
Anliq- X, 29; Oxoniensia, VIII-EX, 34).
A shale r ing  from  Aldbourne assoc ia ted  with a pygmy cup is of a like s ize (Ashbee, 'The B ronze  
Age Round B arrow  in B rita in ', 1960, Fig. 45. 4).

The Stone Hammers
Two unfinished stone h a m m e rs  w ere  found. Both were included as p a r t  of the quarry -d itch  
packing.
The f i r s t  (Fig. 13; em) is a smooth mudstone and lay at a depth of 1'7" (0.48 m) below ground 
level, (Fig. 9; Sec. BIO). The tool m arks  a re  those of an implement with a tip ba re ly  V16" (1. 6 mm) 
in width and about V8" (3.2 mm) in length. P e rhaps  a dozen pockm arks appear on the opposite 
face.
The second h am m er is  of a rough grits tone and lay at a depth of 1 ’6" (0. 48 m) (Fig. 9;Sec.H 2). 
Here again an apparent a ttem pt at perfo ra tion  appears  on both faces of the stone, although the 
work is le ss  concentrated in a re a .  Pocking also  occurs  on both ends of this stone, p a r t icu la r ly  on 
the le s s e r  end, the face of which has been flattened.
See Appendix III.

APPENDIX I

(From  a rep o r t  by C. B. Denston, Departm ent of Physical Anthropology, University  of Cambridge)

INURNED CREMATION 1
Colour: light brown

Identified weight: 422. 0 gm

Unidentified weight: 380. 0 gm

Size of fragm ents :  0-51 mm overall  length

Skeletal m ate ria l  identified Weight in gm

Skull 98.0

Long bones 311.0

Other bones 13.0

F ragm en ts  under the category of other bones a re  those of innominate bone; axis and a tlas ;  r ib s ;  
phalanges, and a m etacarpa l  bone.

Skull
A right and a left m andibular fossa; fragm ents  of the petrous portions of a right and a left tem poral 
bone; the superio r  m argin of a right orbit, displaying the frontal p ro ce s s ;  a piece of sphenoid bone; 
the frontal p ro c e s s  of the right half of a m axillary  bone; a left zygomatic bone; the in ternal c re s t  
of a frontal bone, displaying the retention of the metopic suture; a right occipital condyle; th ree  
f ragm ents  of a mandible, and the rem ains  of th ree  teeth.
The skull f ragm ents  a re  very sm all in s ize  with no recognisable  duplicate portions. The m andi
bu lar  fossae  appear to be from  separa te  individuals, the ir  special fea tu res  suggesting that one 
individual was a m ore developed person  than the o ther. The proportions of the in te r io r  surface
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of the corpus of a mandible suggest an im m ature  individual. The appearance of the occipital 
condyle also suggests  an im m ature  individual over six y e a rs  of age, as  it displays no sign of the 
b a s i la r -o cc ip i ta l  union.

Long bones
The fragm ents  of long bones a re  a lso  sm all in s ize , the proportions of the bones suggesting female 
affinities. Two portions  from  the proxim al ex trem ity  of a rad ius , or from  two separa te  rad ii ,  a re  
of sm all  p roportions , indicative of fem ale  affinities. The epiphyses of these two bones have united 
to the shafts , so suggesting adulthood. Non-union of the epiphysis at the d ista l ex trem ity  of e ither  
a fem ur or a tibia, as  displayed by another fragm ent, suggests  an im m ature  individual.

Other bones
The ex trem ity  of a m etacarpa l  bone, adult; two phalanges, adult; two phalanges, im m atu re , and an 
odontoid p ro c e s s  of an axis , im m ature .

INURNED CREMATION 2

Colour: light brown

Identified weight: 263.4 gm

Unidentified weight: 315. 0 gm
Size of fragm ents :  0-69 mm overall  length

Skeletal m ate ria l  identified 

Skull

Long bones 

Other bones

Weight in gm 

106. 5 

153.0 

3 .9

F rag m en ts  under the category of o ther bones a re  those of p o s te r io r  a r t icu la r  face ts  of v e rteb rae ;  
phalanges; m e taca rpa ls  and m e ta ta rsa ls .

Skull
A petrous  portion of a r igh t tem poral bone; a right zygomatic a rch ; a mandibular fossa; the 
su p e r io r  m argin  of a left o rbit; a su perc i l ia ry  ridge, including a right orbita l  foram en; a right 
zygomatic bone; the frontal p ro ce s s  of the right half of a m axillary  bone; p a r ts  of occipital bone; 
p a r t s  of pa rie ta l  bones; a portion of a frontal bone, displaying the in ternal c re s t ;  a mental p ro tube
rance  of a m andible ,d isplaying the genial tuberc le .

While there  a re  no duplicate portions of skull to indicate the p resence  of m ore than one individual, 
the d im orphism  of the recognisable  f ragm ents  listed under the heading of ’Skull’, and o thers  of the 
vault of the cranium , suggest this possib ility . F e a tu re s  of the fragm ents  from the a r e a s  of the 
su perc i l ia ry  r idges  and superio r  m argin of the o rb its  suggest affinities with the skull of a male 
p e rson  r a th e r  than that of a fem ale . O ther fragm ents  would seem  to support this a s se s s m e n t  of 
sex. A frontal p ro c e s s  of the right half of a m axillary  bone, and a frontal p ro ce ss  of a right 
zygomatic bone, coupled with some fragm ents  of the vault of a cranium , display different 
d im orph ism  and a re  suggestive of fem ale  affinities r a th e r  than those of a male.

Long bones
The fragm ents  of long bones a re  sm all in size and display no conclusive evidence of the number 
of individuals involved, sex, or age at death. The f ragm ents  appear not to be from  robust  bones, 
however, and a portion of the shaft of a rad ius  (the only fragm ent identified as coming from  a 
specific  bone) suggests  fem ale affinities.

A d ista l phalange of the hand, the fea tu res  of which suggest adulthood, is  nearly  intact. There  is a 
m ixture  of fragm ents  of m e taca rpa ls ,  m e ta ta rsa ls  and phalanges, the sm allness  of which bones, on 
the whole, suggests  the fem ale sex.
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UNURNED CREMATION 1

Colour: light brown

Identified weight: 580. 5 gm

Unidentified weight: 282.0 gm

Size of fragm ents :  0-59 mm overall  length

Weight in gm 

167. 5 

330.0 
83.0

Skeletal m a te r ia l  identified 

Skull
Long bones 

Other bones

F ragm en ts  under the category of other bones a re  those of innominate bone; sacrum ; ve rteb rae ;  
calcaneum; scapula; r ib s ;  m e ta ta rsa ls ,  and phalanges.

Skull
Recognisable f ragm ents  from  specific a re a s  of the cranium  a re  as  follows: the su p e r io r  m argin  
of a left orbit; p a r t  of an occipital bone, displaying the in ternal c re s t  and ex ternal  nuchal r idge; the 
pe trous  portion of a r ight tem poral  bone; a r igh t zygomatic bone; right and left zygomatic a rc h e s ,  
and a portion of the frontal bone displaying the in ternal c re s t .  F rom  specific a r e a s  of the mandible 
a re  a r ight condyle; a r ight coronoid p ro cess ;  an a lveolar  bo rder  displaying tooth sockets, and a 
ram u s .  The teeth a re  one upper m olar ,  one lower m olar ,  and seven roots .

Long bones
The fragm ents  a re  r a th e r  sm all in size , the only distinctly  recognisable  portions being from  the 
fibula, rad ius  and ulna. No duplicate portions of bone from  e ithe r  skull o r  long bones a re  reco g n i
sable , there fo re  suggesting that only one individual is rep re sen ted  by the rem a in s .  No conclusive 
evidence as to sex or age at death can be asce r ta ined  from  the long bone f ragm ents , but fea tu re s  
of the fragm ents  from  the a re a s  of the orb its  and occiput, and the thickness of the bone from  the 
vault of the cranium , suggest male affinities, and the appearance of the su tu re s  an adult. The 
rem a in s  which considerably  help to es tab lish  the sex and age at death a re  two portions  of the iliac 
c re s t s  of innominate bones dem onstra ting  that full fusion of the epiphyses had taken p lace , ind ica t
ing that the individual was an adult, and the proportions  and appearance of the c re s t ,  suggesting a 
male r a th e r  than a fem ale . The size and c h a ra c te r  of five p o s te r io r  spines of lubar v e r teb rae  a lso  
suggest male affinities and adulthood, as  does the size  of a glenoid fossa  of a scapula. The g rea te s t  
aid in establishing an age at death is  a p a rt ia l ly  intact public symphysis; this d em ons tra tes  that the 
typical r idge-and -fu rrow  pa tte rn  of adolescence had d isappeared , being rep laced  by a sm oother 
su rface  with a definite outline, and th is ,  com pared with modal s tandards  of Todd 's  ten typical 
phases ,  would possibly place the development of the public symphysis in the 39-45 y e a rs  age range.

APPENDIX II

(From  a re p o r t  by T. G. Manby, D oncaster Museum)

The Beaker
This is  a complete vesse l  of C la rk e 's  Developed Southern B ritish  Beaker C lass  (S2). It belongs to 
the second phase of development of the c la ss  and d isplays some of the innovations of this phase in 
the panel motifs and the cordons. Equal d iam e te rs  at r im  and waist place the Woodhouse End 
Beaker in the 'cy lindrica l  neck' varian t c la ss  that has a generally  e a s te rn  distr ibution in England 
(Clarke; 1,212).
The B eaker d isplays some close affinities with vesse ls  of the Peak D is tr ic t  that suggest it can be 
regarded  as an outlier  of that d istr ibution. T hree  r im -cordoned  b eakers  with cylindrical necks 
from  the Peak  D is tr ic t  were found at s ites  on i ts  w estern  fringe in Staffordshire , only a few m iles 
sou th -eas t  of M acclesfield . A vesse l found at Swinscoe, with inward-sloping r im  and a r im  cordon,
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and displaying the r e s e rv e  sa l t i re  pa tte rn  (Clarke; No. 834, Fig. 939), is the c losest  p a ra l le l  to the 
Woodhouse End Beaker. A beaker  found at Wetton has zonal decoration (Clarke; No. 835, Fig. 861), 
and a beaker  from  Deepdale has re se rv e d  sa l t i re  decoration and re se rv ed  chevron decora tion  in 
a lte rna ting  panels  on the neck (Clarke; No. 829, Fig. 862). None of these three  S taffordshire  beakers  
shows notching of the cordons, neither do they have the second cordon at the base  of the neck. The 
la t te r  fea ture  is  found on two funnel-necked beak ers  from  Bradwell in the north of D erbysh ire :  one 
v esse l  has two r im  cordons and both have the re se rv e d  chevron pa tte rn  a rranged  in panels  (Clarke; 
N o s .110 and 119, F i g s . 822 and 823).

The Funerary Urns
The fea tu re s  of this urn type allow it to be assigned to Longworth’s Secondary Ser ies  of u rns . 
Completely plain collared  u rns  a re  s ca rce .

The A ccessory Vessel
This vesse l  has its  c loses t  p a ra l le ls  among the Food V esse ls  of A bercrom by’s Type 5a 
(Abercromby, 1912; 1 ,93-4) or with Type 4(i) of the p resen t  w r i t e r ’s rev ision  of A berc rom by 's  
schem e (Manby, 1957; 4). This is one of the s c a r c e r  Food V essel fo rm s  that is  rep re sen te d  at only 
two of the Peak D is tr ic t  s i te s .  Sherds of a plain vesse l  accompanied a c rem ation  in a c is t ,  Burial 
A at T .21 on Stanton Moor (Manby, 1957; 23, A37), and sherd s  of a second Food Vessel with cord 
decora tion  w ere  p resen t .  The second vesse l  of this c la ss  comes from  Fin Cop,M onsal Dale, and 
has cord lines and stab im press ions  around the upper p a r t  of the body (Manby, 1957; 14, A3).

The Stud
Studs in a varie ty  of m a te r ia ls ,  including jet, shale , am ber and pottery , a re  known in E ar ly  Bronze 
Age contexts in B rita in  and Northern  Europe. The pottery  studs r ep re sen t  s im ple  p las t ic  vers ions  
of the carved and polished m inera l  fo rm s . The studs occur in two basic  form s:

(1) Studs with the top domed and of sm a l le r  d iam ete r  than the base:

(2) Studs with top and base of equal d iam e te rs .

The Woodhouse End stud belongs to the f i r s t  of these two c la s se s  and com pares  closely in s ize 
with a p a ir  of je t  studs found, one on each side of the neck of a crouched inhumation bu r ia l  in a 
grave beneath B arrow  70 ,W harram  P e rcy ,  on the Y orksh ire  Wolds. The position of the studs lead 
the excavator to suggest that they had been worn as  e a r  o rnam ents  (M ortim er, 1905; 47 and 75).
A p a ir  of this form , but la rg e r  and with highly-polished concave b ases ,  were found by Thom as 
Kendall in a barrow  at C rossc liffe , north of P ickering  (Yorkshire Museum, 1948). A second pa ir  
of these  studs, found with o ther je t  o rnam ents , came from  a barrow  at Nawton Tow ers, to the west 
of P icker ing  (McDonnell, 1963; 345-6, Fig. 2, 1-2).

The second c la ss  of stud is rep resen ted  by a p a ir  of carved jet studs from  a barrow  near  
Fylingdales on the North Y orkshire  coast (Elgee, 1930; Fig. 37). A single jet stud of this c la ss  was 
picked up on Rishworth Moor, near  Huddersfield (Huddersfield Museum). Also in the Pennines was 
the potte ry  vers ion  of a stud found with a secondary c rem ation  in the Whitelow Barrow , nea r  Bury 
in the Rossendale  Hills . The po ttery  stud from  Stanton Moor, B arrow  T. 13, is  of the sam e c la ss  
and was found inside a pygmy a ccesso ry  vesse l  within a co llared  urn  placed as an a c ce s so ry  to 
crem ation  Burial J .  (Heathcote, 1936; PI. 1). This Stanton Moor site , on the e a s te rn  side of the 
Peak  D is tr ic t ,  repea ts  the associa tion  of a po ttery  stud with a co llared  urn  of Longworth 's 
Secondary Ser ies  a s  rep resen ted  at Woodhouse End.

THE POTSHERDS FROM THE MOUND MATERIAL
The sh e rd s  fall into two c la s se s  that ref lec t  the distr ibution within the mound. Sherd groups in the 
no r the rn  half of the mound belong to gritty  fab r ics  assignable  on grounds of shape and decoration 
to the Pe terborough Ware c la ss  of the Neolithic period. Two sherd  groups south of the barrow  
cen tre  re p re se n t  p ieces  of two Bronze Age v e sse ls ,  one certa in ly  a co llared  urn.

Peterborough Ware
This c la ss  is rep re sen ted  by some 162 sherds  of the total from  the mound, mostly from  the n o r th 
west quadrant. There  is a m arked  increase  in the s ta te  of weathering as  the sherd  size d e c re a se s .  
Study of the r im s  indicates that at least  23 vesse ls  a re  rep re sen ted , although only one profile  can 
be reconstruc ted .  (Illustrated she rd s ,  F igs . 14-19, a s  indicated below in b rackets)
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AA(19), U

AC(19)

AE(14), AS, 
AZ, BG(14), 
DE, V

AH(15), AQ,
HT(15)
A0(15)

AW(14)

BC(16)

BE(14)

BK(16), DM

B0(15),
BX(17),
BY, T

BQ(15)

BR(15)

BT

BU(17) 

CN(17), DU

CP(18), BH, 
BI, BM, BN, 
BP, BW, BV, 
CM, CS, CT, 
CV, CY, DO, 
DP, DQ, EA

DD(14)

DJ(17)

EZ(14) 

FB(14) 

FF(14) 

FZ(19), GH 

G(16)

Shoulder fragm ents . C oarse  brown gritty  fabric . Diagonal cord maggot im press ions  
on the neck. Crude incised horizontal lines, with diagonal s tro k es  in between, on the 
body.
Shoulder fragm ent. D ark-brow n fabric  with reddish  surface  and fine angular grit .  
Horizontal rouletted  im press ion  on the body; diagonal bone im press ions  at the base 
of the neck.
Six body sherd s .  Reddish-buff surface  with d a rk -g rey  core; sm all crushed stone 
g r it .  The decoration consis ts  of rouletted  panels of a rc s  and horizontal lines.

Heavy r im . Dark-brown laminated fabric  with profuse angular grit ,buff  surface. 
Rows of b ird-bone im press ions  on the r im .
Heavy r im  with double in ternal concave bevel. Brown laminated fabric  with d a rk -  
grey core; g r i ts  up to 3/g" long (9 mm). Incised diagonals in a lternating  se ts  on 
outer  r im ; rows of incised chevrons on inner bevels.

Heavy r im . Smooth brown fabric  with angular grit  up to V4" long (6 mm). Bone-end 
im press ions  on the r im  bevel.

Heavy r im , buff to reddish  tones, d a rk -g rey  core , profuse stone grit ,  laminated 
fab ric . Rows of bone-end im prin ts  on top of the r im , s tick-end im press ions  in 
rows inside and outside the r im .

Heavy r im . W eathered fragm ent. Brown laminated fabric , d a rk -g rey  core.
Incised lines a c ro s s  r im .

Deep r im , dark-brow n, d a rk -g rey  co re , gritty  laminated fabric . Incised lines and 
s tro k es  on the r im  bevel and e x te r io r  of the r im .

Joining sherds  from  the upper p a r t  of a bowl of 6" (0. 15 m) d iam ete r  r im . Smooth 
buff fabric , d a rk -g rey  core; angular grit .  B ird-bone im press ions  in lines on the 
body, neck and r im . Diagonal s tro k es  on top of the r im  and inside.

Heavy r im . Dark-brow n to d a rk -g rey  fabric . Stab im press ions  on the neck.

Deep r im . P la in ,b row n  with d a rk -g rey  core.

Body sherd . Reddish-buff e x te r io r ,  d a rk -g rey  core  with profuse flint grit.  Bone- 
end im press ions  in horizontal rows.

Simple r im . Dark-brow n fabric . Two lines of stab im press ions  on top of the r im .

Heavy r im . D a rk -g re y  laminated fab ric , smooth buff su rfaces .  A row of bone-end 
im press ions .

Seventeen body sherd s .  D a rk -g re y  gritty  fabric , smooth buff e x te r io r .  D ecorated  
with horizontal grooves made by the continued im press ions  of a broad tool.

Body sherd . D ark -g rey  laminated fabric  with buff-toned in te r io r .  Decorated  with 
a row of diagonal maggot im press ions .
Rim sherd . D ark-buff , blackish  in te r io r .  Three  rows of angular bone im press ions  
on the upper r im , one row of roden t- tee th  im press ions  (group of four inc iso rs)  on 
the inside of the neck.

Body sherd . Buff fabric  with quartz ite  grit ,  d a rk -g rey  core . Lines of bone-end 
im press ions .

Heavy overhanging r im . Smooth orange-buff laminated fab r ic  with profuse crushed 
g rit .  Rows of b ird-bone im press ions  on the r im  and shoulder.

Body sherd . Buff fabric  with quartz ite  grit .  D a rk -g rey  co re , smooth in te r io r .  
Bone-end im press ions  in horizontal rows.

Thin, outcurving r im . Dark-brow n to grey laminated fabric . Cord maggot im p r e s 
sions form ing herr ing-bone p a t te rn s  inside and outside the r im .

Thick heavy, overhanging r im .  Reddish-brown e x te r io r ,  brown in te r io r .  Laminated
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GI(17)

HX(15)

IG(18)

gritty  fabric . A fine, incised lattice  over the top of the r im  and within. Stick-end 
im press ions  in rows inside and out.
T -shaped  r im . P lain  brown fabric , da rk -g rey  core  with angular grit .

R im , round-topped. Brown fabric  with fine angular grit .  Diagonal im press ions  on 
top of the r im .
A thick r im . Dark-brow n fabric  with crushed stone and pebble grit.  D ecorated 
with rows of s tick-end  im press ions .

Fig. 14 Pot Sherds
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IY (17)

■JE(18)

N(18)

X(19)

Rim sherd . Dark-buff fabric  with profuse crushed lim estone and quartz ite  grit .  
Rows of bone-end im press ions  on the r im  bevel and inside the r im .
O ut-turned r im . P la in  brown fabric , d a rk -g rey  core , fine angular grit .

Heavy r im . Smooth reddish-brow n fabric  with profuse stone grit .  Im press ions  of 
a notched stick on top of the r im  and inside.
Thick r im . Buff laminated fabric  with d a rk -g rey  core; angular g rits  up to 3/g"
(4 mm) long. Rows of bone-end im press ions  on the top and ex te r io r  of the r im ;  
horizontal incised lines on the in te r io r .

Fig. 15 Pot Sherds
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Fig. 17 Pot Sherds

Bronze Age Pottery
A group of sh e rd s  from  the a re a  south-west of i /C  1 belong to a co llared  urn. Some of the she rd s  
join together to form  p a r t  of the neck, shoulder and body of the vesse l .  The she rd s  a re  
unweathered, with a buff surface, d a rk -g rey  core  and in te r io r ,  and sp a rse  stone grit .  Two neck 
sherd s  (KY and KZ) from  a vesse l  about 7" (0.18 m) in d iam e te r  at the shoulder show vert ica l ,  
horizontal and diagonal cord im press ions .  Of the shoulder she rd s ,  KT(Fig. 19) shows vert ica l  
cord im p ress io n s  and LA(Fig. 18) im p ress io n s  made with a bunched, knotted cord in a 'dog 's-paw ' 
pa tte rn .  One sm all sherd  (LF) is  from  the lower edge of the co llar;  the base  angle is a lso  r e p r e 
sented (KU). The in te r io r  of the vesse l  is smooth and b e a rs  t ra c e s  of a carbon layer. Other 
she rd s  belonging to this vesse l  a re :  HA, JV, KI, KL, KS, KP, KV, KW, KX, LB, LC, LD, LE, LF, and 
LG.
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Fig. 18 Pot Sherds

A group of she rd s  from  the sou th -east  quadrant of the barrow  appear to belong to another Bronze 
Age vesse l ,  but the form  is uncertain . The she rd s  a re  in a smooth buff fabric  with a d a rk -g rey  
core . Five sh e rd s ,  JO(Fig. 1 8 ) , J I , J P , J R  and JS ,show  im press ions  of a round-toothed comb of 7 
or 9 teeth; these a re  e ither  vert ica l  o r horizontal on the neck of the vesse l .  The dim ensions of the 
vesse l  a re  uncerta in ,bu t the th ickness of the walls v a r ie s  from  V2" to 5/g” (12 to 16 mm).

Discussion
The Peterborough pottery  from  Woodhouse End is the la rges t  assem blage  of i ts  kind from  the 
North Midlands. The number of vesse ls  rep re sen ted  in this group exceeds that of all the Peak 
D is tr ic t  s i te s  put together.
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Fig. 19 Pot Sherds

The genera l c h a ra c te r is t ic s  of the group under d iscussion  a re  the heavy r im s ,  the deep necks, and 
the p re fe ren ce  for c lose ly -spaced  tooled decoration employing the a r t ic u la r  end of a b ird  bone or 
a notched stump. It is  significant that the usually favoured co rd - im p res se d  decoration is r e p r e 
sented by only two sherd s ,  and these form  a th in-profiled  r im  (FZ, Fig. 19 and GH). The bes t  
p a ra l le ls  fo r  this r im  profile  and cord maggot decoration a re  to be found in E bbsflee t-s ty le  
a ssem blages  at Thornton Dale (Manby, 1956, 3, Fig. 2. 1) and Green Howe, North Deighton (Woods, 
1971, 10, Fig. 4. 7 ) ,both in Y orksh ire , and at W est Kennet in W iltshire  (Piggott, 1963, Fig. 11, p. 5).

The rem ainder  of the pottery  shows the typical heavy moulded r im s  of the M ortlake style (Piggott, 
1954): the deep-co lla red  and incurving r im s  of the Fengate style a re  absent. The deep r im  of the 
reconstruc ted  bowl (sherds BO(Fig. 15),BX(Fig. 17), BY and T) has a pa ra l le l  in a heavy, l a rg e r  r im  
from  Bryn y r  Hen Bobl, Anglesey (Hemp, 1936, Fig. 2. 14). This also shows the sam e decorative 
fea ture  of short  incised lines running diagonally from  each tool im press ion .

D eep -rim m ed  M ortlake-s ty le  bowls of s im ila r  s ize  a re  well rep re sen ted  in Neolithic p its  from  
Heathrow, Middlesex, although they lack the narrow  bevel on top of the r im  (Grim es, 1960, 188-191, 
Fig. 75. 2 and 76). The size and deep r im  of the Woodhouse End bowl a re  rem in iscen t  of the bowl 
from  the Church Dale Rock-Shelter  near  Buxton (Clark, 1953,229, Fig. 2).

A good p a ra l le l  in a M ortlake-s ty le  assem blage  is available for the double in ternal bevel of sherd  
AO in F igure  15. This com pares  in profile  with a w eathered r im  with cord maggot im press ions  
from  C raike  Hill, n ea r  Driffield (Manby, 1958, 227, Fig. 4. 5). A b e tte r  p a ra l le l  is provided by r im s  
with the sam e double in ternal bevel with incised herr ing-bone  decoration and ex ternal f inger-na il  
lines which come from  Site 19 at Carnaby Top, near  Bridlington. These r im s ,  however, belong to 
v e sse ls  with conical bodies and narrow  flat bases  assoc ia ted  with obvious Fengate-s ty le  v e sse ls .

A most tantalis ing problem  is p resen ted  by the cu rv il inear  p a tte rn  on she rd s  AE(Fig. 14), AS,AZ 
BG(Fig. 14), DE and V: these appear to belong to a pa tte rn  of a lte rnating  s e m i-c i rc le s  and
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horizontal line-filled  panels . S im ilar  pa tte rn s  executed with a twisted cord w ere  employed on the 
T - r im s  of late Pe terborough Ware vesse ls  found at Fo rd , Northumberland (Longworth, 1969,260, 
F igs . 1 ,3 ,4 )  and at Boynton, E as t  Y orkshire . Pendant curv il inear  swags decora te  the in te r io r  of 
the M ortlake-s ty le  bowl from  the ditch filling of the Badshot long barrow , Surrey  (Keiller and 
Piggot, 1939, 142, Fig. 55).
The fea tu re s  of the Woodhouse End Peterborough  W are pottery  place it in the M ortlake style. The 
genera l associa tions  of the M ortlake style show it to have been contem porary  with b e a k e rs  of the 
A ll-O ver-C ord  and European Bell Beaker c la s se s .  This p re -d a te s  the advent of Developed 
Southern B ri t ish  B eakers , such as that in the p r im a ry  deposit at the Woodhouse End ba rrow , by 
th ree  or four cen turies . The M ortlake-s ty le  potte ry  at Woodhouse End may re p re se n t  the a rc h a e o 
logical content of soil sc raped  together to build the ba rrow  mound. This idea is  supported by the 
sm all s ize and w eathered condition of many of the sh e rd s .  The incorporation of this e a r l ie r  
deb ris  from  an e a r l ie r  occupation is probably the accidental re su l t  of the use of the sam e a re a  of 
c lea red  land by successive  comm unities, cen tu ries  apart.
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APPENDIX III

THE FLINT ARTIFACTS

Sawing tools
a Blade

( F ig .11) Both edges worked, on one face only. 
Bulb of pe rcuss ion  at tip.
Grey flint.

d
(Fig. 11)

Flake
Both edges and squared-off  tip worked, on upper face only. 
Bulb of p e rcuss ion  at butt end.
Brown flint, some cortex  rem ain ing  on upper face.
Knife found assoc ia ted  with Beaker.

/
(Fig. 11)

Blade.
Worked on righ t-hand edge and on upper face only. 
Bulb of pe rcuss ion  at tip.
Grey flint.

b
( F ig .11)

F lake,poin ted  tip broken off.
Single righ t-hand convex edge worked, fine retouching on one face only, s e r ra t io n s .  
Bulb of p e rcuss ion  at pointed (working) end.
Grey flint.

n
( F ig .11)

Blade.
Left-hand concave, righ t-hand convex edge and tip all worked, one face only, fine 
retouching, s e r ra t io n s .
Bulb of pe rcuss ion  at tip (working end).
Grey flint, cortex  at butt end.

bm
(Fig. 11)

Blade.
Broad working on left-hand convex edge, fine s e r ra t io n s  on right-hand concave edge 
Bulb of p e rcuss ion  at butt end.
Grey flint, cortex  at ex trem e tip.

cp N arrow  blade, s lender , tip broken off.
T r iangu lar  section.
Size 1V4" by 7/16" by V8" (31 by 11 by 3 mm)
Right-hand slightly concave edge worked, on one face only, no pronounced se r ra t io n .  
Bulb of p e rcuss ion  at tip (working end).
Grey flint.

cz
( F ig .11)

F lake,po in ted , tip broken off.
Slightly convex left-hand edge and slightly concave right-hand edge worked on one 
face only. No pronounced se rra t io n .
Bulb of p e rcuss ion  at tip (working end).
Brown flint with cortex  at butt end.

dd Fragm en t of s tro n g ,n a rro w  blade. Tip only.
T riangu lar  section.
Size 7/8" by V2" by 3/16" (22 by 13 by 5 mm).
Short left-hand edge and longer right-hand edge, both s tra igh t,  worked on one face 
only, with se rra t io n .
Grey flint with cortex  on left face.

dn Roughly rec tangu lar  flake, strong, broken a c ro s s  butt end.
Narrow fla ttish  section.
Size 5/g" by 1V8" by 3/16" (16 by 29 by 5 mm)
Worked on all th ree  edges, pa r t icu la r ly  the longest one, one face only, with sm all 
re- touch ing  flakes.
Bulb of pe rcuss ion  at butt end.
Grey flint.
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eb Trapezoidal fragm ent, very  strong  flake, damaged.
T riangu lar  section.
Size 1%" by l 3/8" by 7/16" (41 by 35 by 11 mm)
P a r t  of one worked edge rem aining, one face only, with sm all re- touching  flakes. 
Grey flint.

Dagger or heavy point
be F ragm ent of s trong ,b road  b lade,pointed tip and butt both broken off

D -shaped section.
Size l 3/4" by 9/16" by 3 /8"  (38 by 14 by 10 mm)
Both slightly-convex edges broadly worked, one face only.
Calcined flint.

Half-round Scrapers
ao F lake.

( F ig .11) S em i-c ircu la r  edge with slight angle at one point, broadly  worked, one face only. 
Grey flint with cortex  at butt end.

bt Oval flake, strong, tip and butt broken from  originally  long, narrow  flake.
Narrow , flat section.
Size 1" by 11/16" by 3 /16" (25 by 17 by 5 mm)
Both convex edges and tip broadly  worked, one face only; heavier righ t-hand edge 
rew orked round on to broken butt, thus completing the se m i-c i rc le  of the s c ra p e r .  
Grey flint.

de Roughly c ircu la r  flake, strong, with thick leading edge. 
'Thum b-nail ' type sc ra p e r .
F la tt ish  section.
Size 3/4 " by 3/4" by 3/16" (19 by 19 by 5 mm)
Full s e m i-c i rc le  of edge broadly worked, one face only. 
Black chert  with cortex  on un-used edge.

End scrapers
aq N arrow  flake, strong

da

Triangu lar  section.
Size 1V8" by 3/4" by 5/16" (29 by 19 by 8 mm)
Working d iscern ib le  only around s e m i-c i rc le  of tip, on one face only. 
Calcined flint with cortex  on left-hand edge and base .

Roughly tr iangu la r  flake, strong, with s trong  rounded tip.
T r iangu lar  section.
Size 13/16" by 3/4" by 3/16" (30 by 19 by 5 mm)
Worked around se m i-c i rc le  of tip, one face only.
Grey flint.

dn
( F ig .11)

Flake.
Worked around s e m i-c i rc le  of broad  end only, one face. 
Grey flint. Polished with much use.

Leaf-shaped scrapers
1 F lake.

( F ig .11) Worked all around edge with exception of butt, on one face only, with long flaking.
Bulb of pe rcuss ion  at working end.
Grey flint.
Very fine tool with good flint technique of long flaking, in advance of all a r t i fa c ts  with 
possib le  exceptions of saw bin and arrow head c f .
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ad F lake
(Fig. 11) V ery sm all amount of re-touch ing  on whole edge with exception of butt end. 

Bulb of p e rcu ss io n  on working end.
Brown flin t.
P oor w orkm anship, rud im en tary  a rtifa c t.

Arrowhead
c f  L eaf-shaped  with tip m issing .

(Fig. 11) W orked over both faces  and re-touched  on edges.
Grey flint.
Edges worked a lte rn a te ly  to give balance. Good technique with long flaking. 
O rig inal length of a r tifa c t can be es tim a ted  as 1" (25 mm).

Miscellaneous scrapers
at  Roughly tria n g u la r  flake, strong , uneven shape.

F la ttish  section .
Size 1" by 1" by 3 /16" (25 by 25 by 5 mm)
O rig inal edge re-touched  with sm all flakes was broken off leaving re liev ed  concave 
edge which was in tu rn  worked in a s im ila r  m anner.
G rey flint with co rtex  on fla t righ t-hand  edge w here flake was s tru ck  off.

dj  F ragm en t from  edge of heavy convex s c ra p e r , worked around.
T rian g u lar section.
Size 5/16" by 1" by 5/16" (8 by 25 by 8 mm)
Black ch ert with cortex  on upper face and righ t-hand  edge.

et F ragm en t from  edge of heavy convex s c ra p e r .
T rian g u lar section .
Size 3 /8 "  x 1V8" x V4" (10 by 29 by 6 mm) 
W orked around rem ain ing  edge.
Grey flint.

Miscellaneous tools
di Squarish , heavy fragm ent.

(Fig. 11) Convex leading edge shaped and re-touched .
Bulb of p e rcu ss io n  at butt end w here fragm ent was stru ck  off. 
G rey flint with co rtex  on left-hand  face and butt.
An efficien t plane o r spokeshave.

ej  N arrow , rough flake.
Roughly tr ia n g u la r  section.
Size l 3/g" by 5/g" by 5/16" (35 by 16 by 8 mm)
W orked on both faces  of sligh tly-concave left-hand  edge and on upper face only of 
sharp ly  concave re -e n tra n t  on righ t-hand  edge.
Bulb of p e rcu ss io n  at fo rw ard  edge.
Grey flin t with cortex  w here flake was s tru ck  off.
D ual-purpose  tool with adaptation fo r shaft-shap ing  worked into two faces .

f u  Roughly tria n g u la r  fragm en t, tip of pointed in strum en t.
T rian g u lar section.
Size 3/g" by 5/8" by V8" (10 by 16 by 3 mm)
W orked only on edge, crude technique but on both faces . 
Brown flin t.
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g i  N arrow , i r re g u la r  blade, s trong . Angled to righ t at tip , which is fa ir ly  pointed.
T rian g u lar section.
Size 1V8" x V2” x V4" (28 by 13 by 6 mm)
W orked with sm all re-touch ing  flakes on righ t-hand concave edge and around tip. 
Bulb of p e rcu ss io n  at tip.
Grey flint.
Has the appearance of a combined saw and g roover. Could only efficiently  be used 
by a left-handed person .

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

Many thanks to the uncom plaining excavato rs  of Woodhouse End:
David Bethell 
Ruth C o llie r 
Pam  Hughes 
Kath Lowe 
M artin  Pedley 
M aurice W innell

34


