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SUMMARY

Avon Archaeology Limited was commissioned by Kevin Brooks of PCMS Projects on behalf

of Stillhouse Lane Developments Limited to undertake a programme of archaeological

monitoring and recording (Archaeological Watching Brief) during groundworks related to a

proposed  development (BCC application ref: 14/D1078/COND) at No s. 6-10 Stillhouse

Lane, Bedminster, Bristol (centred on NGR ST 58882 71798). The proposed development

includes a change of land use from industrial to residential, involving the partial demolition of

the existing two storey buildings along with reconstruction and refurbishment, in order to

provide 12 new dwelling places.

Only a limited area of the site was exposed by excavation for archaeological monitoring, from

which little information can be drawn. All the monitored areas comprised modern rubble

deposits, in which no archaeological features or deposits were recorded.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Avon Archaeology Limited was commissioned by Kevin Brooks of PCMS Projects on behalf

of Stillhouse Lane Developments Limited, to undertake a programme of archaeological

monitoring and recording (Archaeological Watching Brief) during groundworks related to a

proposed  development (BCC application ref: 14/D1078/COND) at No s. 6-10 Stillhouse

Lane, Bedminster, Bristol (centred on NGR ST 58882 71798). The proposed development

includes a change of land use from industrial to residential, involving the partial demolition of

the existing two storey buildings along with reconstruction and refurbishment, in order to

provide 12 new dwelling places.

The  project  was  commissioned  to  satisfy  a  condition  of  planning  consent, imposed by

the archaeologist for Bristol City Council, which requires that the groundworks on the site are

recorded in  accordance with guidelines for Watching Brief projects issued by The Institute

for Archaeology (IfA).

2. THE SITE

The development site encompasses No s. 6-10 Stillhouse Lane, Bedminster, Bristol, which is

at present occupied by three commercial units and a small car parking area.   The site is

bounded to the north-east by Bedminster Place, to the north-west by houses fronting

Bedminster Parade, and to the south-west by Stillhouse Lane. Industrial units are located on

the opposite side of the lane.

Topographically, ground levels across the site lie at approximately 8.5m aOD. Geologically

the site is located on top of drift deposits of Riverine alluvial clays, which are underlain with

solid geology consisting of hard calcareous clays, mudstones and siltstones of the Mercia

Mudstone Group (formerly known as the Keuper Marls, BGS).
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It should be noted that the site lies within the boundary of the Bedminster Conservation Area

(designated in 1981) as presently framed. It is a requirement under the provisions of current

planning legislation (Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990), that

Conservation Area Consent should be obtained before the demolition of any building,

exceeding 115 m² in size, can take place within a designated Conservation Area.

3. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The development site has been subject to a Desk-Based Assessment (Corcos, 2012)   in

which   a more comprehensive archaeological and historical background can be found. The

following provides a brief overview:

There is no known prehistoric or Roman activity anywhere near the study site, and  most  of

the  few  records  available  relate  to  post-medieval and  modern structures or individual

buildings.

The earliest documents relating to the Study Area date from 1730, and show the Study Area

within a parcel of enclosed agricultural land. The accompanying apportionment lists the area

as Bedminster Causeway. Another, later, undated apportionment shows that the land was

leased for building, and by the time of the 1828 Ashmead´s Map of Bristol, the land had been

developed, with residential properties fronting Bedminster Place, Stillhouse Lane and a small

entrance lane (later Stokes Court).

By 1841, a narrow entrance lane, listed on Ashmead’s map as Hamley’s Buildings, had been

inserted between Stokes Court and Bedminster Place and small terrace houses had been

erected on either side. Thereafter few changes took place until the early 1900’s; the Bristol

directories suggest that Stokes Court and Hamley’s Buildings (later renamed Vaughan’s

Buildings and Stones Buildings) had been vacant from around 1897, and a 1918 OS Map

indicates that the properties appear to have been demolished, leaving a vacant plot of land.
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The 1920 OS Map shows that a single property had been built where Hamley’s Buildings had

stood. This building is shown an all subsequent maps and was still standing at the time of the

site visit. By 1953 all of the buildings seen on the 19th century maps had been demolished

and replaced with industrial units. Various businesses occupied the study area from the late

1950’s onwards, these included hauliers, roofing/building companies and a car repair garage.

4.       METHODOLOGY

The work was carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation (Avon

Archaeology Limited, 2014), previously approved by the Bristol City Council Archaeological

Officer. Excavation and ground clearance works were monitored at all times, although only a

limited area of the site was exposed by excavation.

During the Watching Brief, excavation was carried out by the contractor, using a 360º tracked

mechanical excavator with a toothed bucket. The monitored areas comprised mainly modern

rubble deposits, in which no archaeological features or deposits were recorded.

All the information regarding the ground works was recorded in field documents, produced

and compiled by Avon Archaeology Limited, in addition to a detailed photographic survey

and technical drawings. The contexts were characterised individually and numbered in

sequential order.
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5. THE WATCHING BRIEF

Partial demolition of the west section of number 10 Stillhouse Lane plus some associated

ground levelling, had commenced before Avon Archaeology were notified to attend site. On

arrival, the site was cleared from all demolition debris and the ground was being prepared for

the introduction of modern pile foundations (Plate 1).

Deep pile foundations are necessary where the bearing capacity of the surface soils is

insufficient to support loads imposed and so they are transferred to deeper layers with higher

bearing capacity. On this site they were formed by long, slender, columnar elements made

from steel and reinforced concrete, which did not require any excavation works (Plate 2).

Although the site defined by the red boundary shows an area of 565 m , only a fraction of the

entire site (approximately 330 m ) was subject to archaeological monitoring (Figure 3), since

the mechanical excavation works did not extend to the western section of site (Plate 3).

An area along the south east boundary of the site was excavated to remove a modern

concrete tank Contexts (100) and (101) , to a depth of 1, 90 to 2 m. The tank measured

approximately 8m3, and was of no historical or archaeological significance (Plate 4).

The central area of the site was characterized by made up ground comprising modern

rubble, containing large calibre stone, construction debris, roof tiles and ceramic bricks (102).

Here a set of service trenches [103] were dug. They comprised two main trenches orientated

NE/SW and NE/SE, and measured 0, 40 to 0, 50 m deep (Plate 5 and 6).

The monitoring works carried out during this excavation did not identify any significant

archaeological features or deposits. All identified elements were of modern chronology,

probably related to the 20th century reconstruction of the dwelling area (Plate 7 and 8).
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Context Number Description

(100) Cement Floor, Modern Level.

(101) Concrete Tank at the SE corner of site.

(102)
Made up ground, modern rubble containing large calibre stone, construction

debris, roof tiles and ceramic bricks.

[103]
Shallow trenches opened by mechanical excavation in the central and eastern

areas of site.

6. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The main aim of the project was to record any evidence of archaeological features and

structures which predated the buildings currently standing on the site, at the time of the

commencement of the groundworks. During the excavation phase of the project, only a

limited area of the site was exposed for archaeological monitoring, from which little

information can be drawn.

Documentary evidence shows that the site consisted of agricultural land until the mid-18th

century, and only in the first decades of the 19th century do the first domestic buildings start

to appear. This diachronic transformation of the urban space underwent nonetheless few

changes until the early 20th century, and only in the late 1950’s did the configuration of the

entire area start to change, with the introduction of new industrial units.

No archaeological features or deposits pre-dating the modern period were recorded during

the project.
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PLATES

Plate 2 Detail of a column pile foundation.Plate 1 Demolished west section of the
building located at n  10 Stillhouse Lane.

Plate 3 Mechanical excavations in the central
area of site.

Plate 4 - Concrete tank on the SE area of site.
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Plate 5 Shallow Trenches in the centre of
site.

Plate 6 Shallow Trenches in the centre of
site.

Plate 8 Shallow Trenches in the centre of
site.

Plate 7 Shallow Trenches in the centre of
site.
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Figure 1

Location of the Study Area
Grid lines at 1 km intervals (extract from OS 1:25 000)
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Figure 2

Boundary of the Study Area outlined in red.
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Figure 3

Boundary of the Study Area outlined in red. Monitored Area outlined in blue.
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Figure 4

Extract from Ashmead´s map of Bristol, 1828. Study Area outlined in red.
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Figure 5

Extract from the OS 25'' map of Bristol, Second Edition. Early 20th century.
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