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So, I’ve just completed 4 hours of looking at one of the new hoards at the British Museum.

To put the next few posts about what I spent that time doing into context we’ll start with ‘when’ the
European Bronze Age, and more specifically British Bronze Age, was.

For those that know nothing about the Bronze Age, here’s a couple of links:

http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/cultures/europe/bronze_age.aspx

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bronze_Age_Britain

The British Late Bronze Age lasted from 1300-600 BC. This period is broken down in to a small number
of phases, based on the bronze objects types, which we call LBA (Late Bronze Age) 1, 2, 3 and 4.
These four metalworking phases have been given names taken from sites or finds that somehow best
seem to describe what was around at the time. These are Penard, Wilburton, Ewart Park and Llyn
Fawr. Of course, there were different things happening all over Britain, and lots of regional traditions in
terms of the types of objects they had, and therefore different areas such as southeast England, western
England, northern England, Wales and Scotland all have slightly different names for these phases, so as
to reflect these local conditions. The phases I’ve mentioned mainly apply to southeast England but are
applicable for England as a whole for the most part.

Although many researchers have contributed to this scheme over the years, and certain details have
changed significantly, particualrly in light of new scienetific techniques in dating, this basic scheme was
laid down as early as 1881 in a wonderfully modern book called ‘ The Ancient Bronze Implements,
Weapons and Ornaments, of Great Britain and Ireland’. In the study of bronze objects, new isn’t always
better, and I and many others, still use this book today.
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The hoard I was invited to look at came from our Late Bronze Age 2 phase, or Ewart Park phase. Some
of the objects from this phase have been illustrated below. This phase is characterised, above all else, by
the many hundreds of groups or ‘hoards’ of bronze objects, many of which appear in broken or damaged
condition, and then buried in the ground.

  Today, many of these hoards are found by metal detectorists, and often end up in a local museum where
the objects are identified, not just for dating purposes but also to help tell us a little more about the lives of
people at that time.

How do we do that? Essentially, we play a game of snap…
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